
Planning Inspectorate

Advice Note 10
Habitats Regulations Assessment

Appendix 1: Template for Screening Matrices
PLEASE READ ADVICE NOTE 10 PRIOR TO USING THIS TEMPLATE

Notes for use
The text coloured red in this document are instructions and prompts, which should be deleted prior to submission of your matrices

Blue text in this document is information to be included in your matrices, which requires amendment to make specific to your project
Black text is standard text to be included with your matrices
Potential Effects
Please use this section to briefly describe the potential effects considered in the assessment.  This table can be used to help you rationalise a long list of specific effects into a reduced number of categories (where applicable) for ease of presentation in the matrices.  For example, displacement from noise, displacement from visual disturbance, displacement from lighting may all have been considered within the applicant’s Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA).  These could all be rationalised into a single category of ‘displacement’, for example.
Potential effects upon the European site(s)
 which are considered within the submitted HRA report (<insert document reference>) are provided in the table below.
Effects considered within the screening matrices
	Designation
	Effects described in submission information
	Presented in screening matrices as

	<INSERT EUROPEAN SITE NAME AND DESIGNATION>
	· displacement from noise

· displacement from visual disturbance

· displacement from lighting


	· displacement

	
	
	

	<INSERT EUROPEAN SITE NAME AND DESIGNATION>
	
	

	
	
	


STAGE 1: SCREENING MATRICES
Separate screening matrices should be provided for each European site (e.g. SPA, SAC, and Ramsar sites), even where there are overlapping boundaries and some interest features are shared.

The aim of the matrices is to clearly show that under each separate designation, all qualifying features of each designation have been fully considered in the assessment.
Ensure that in-combination effects are considered and included in a separate column, as illustrated in the example matrix below.

The information provided in the matrices will assist the Examining Authority and Competent Authority by summarising the conclusions and signposting to the relevant evidence contained in the application documents.  It is therefore important that the footnotes include accurate and specific, referenced summaries of the potential (or otherwise) for likely significant effects on each and every qualifying feature which form part of a European Site(s).

Do not introduce new information to the matrices that is not included in the application documents.
Where it has been identified at Stage 1 that likely significant effects cannot be excluded, it is expected that applicants will produce Stage 2 integrity matrices for the European site(s) and qualifying feature(s) (see Appendix 2).

The European sites included within the screening assessment are:

<INSERT LIST OF EUROPEAN SITES INCLUDED IN THE SCREENING MATRICES>

Evidence for, or against, likely significant effects on the European site(s) and its qualifying feature(s) is detailed within the footnotes to the screening matrices below.
Matrix Key:

( = Likely significant effect cannot be excluded
( = Likely significant effect can be excluded
C = construction

O = operation

D = decommissioning
Where effects are not relevant to a particular feature the matrix cell should be formatted as follows: 
	


E.g. Displacement (from noise) is an effect you may have considered for a marine mammal feature, but may not necessarily be applicable to a designated (Annex I) habitat feature of the same European site.
HRA Screening Matrix <INSERT UNIQUE NUMBER REFERENCE (e.g. 1, 2, 3 etc.): <INSERT name of European site and designation >
USE A SEPARATE MATRIX FOR EACH EUROPEAN DESIGNATION/SITE

	Name of European site and designation:

	EU Code: (e.g. UK0030383)

	Distance to NSIP: XXkm



	European site features
	Likely effects of NSIP



	Effect
	Effect (e.g. Habitat loss)
	Effect (e.g. Displacement)
	Effect
	In combination effects

	Stage of Development 
	C
	O
	D
	C
	O
	D
	C
	O
	D
	C
	O
	D

	Feature
(e.g. 1330 Atlantic Salt Meadows)

	(a
	(b
	(c
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Feature


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Include all qualifying features in separate rows
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Evidence supporting conclusions:
a. Insert a paragraph summarising the evidence which supports the ( or ( conclusion, with paragraph references identifying where the evidence can be found e.g. ‘Feature X may be subject to significant effects from Effect X during construction because………’ (<INSERT SPECIFIC REFERENCES TO EVIDENCE CONTAINED WITHIN APPLICATION DOCUMENTS> to include Chapter x, paragraph y of the Environmental Statement/HRA Report/other application document).
b. Evidence for the next matrix entry.
c. Evidence for the next matrix entry.
Please use an appropriate system of referencing, the use of sequential lower case letters is suggested in this template.  You may wish to reference a number of different footnotes against effects/features.  It will not be possible to use the same footnote reference to screen in a likely significant effect (() on a qualifying feature but to screen out a likely significant effect (() on a different feature.  Separate footnotes should be used.
� As defined in Advice Note 10.
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