SUBMISSION BY JANET DAVIES OPPOSING REOPENING OF MANSTON AS AN AIRPORT
(Text of Speech to Manston Hearing, 18th March 2019, plus sources referenced)
I did not get to finish my speech at the recent hearings in Ramsgate and was told to submit
in writing.
In an earlier speech and submission to the Planning Inspectorate, I highlighted the inadequacies of Riveroak’s Major Accident and Disaster Planning and that the International Airline
Pilots Association states that cargo planes currently have an accident rate which is seven
times higher than passenger airlines.
I also enclosed data from Wiggins which showed that when Manston is operational, aircraft
lined up over Ramsgate Harbour at 289m and descend across the town to the airport. There
are five schools under the flightpath with a total of 2400 pupils and the aircraft pass over
them at a height of between 150 and 209 metres.
I highlighted that our local hospital has a tiny A&E department and would have no hope of
coping with a major incident; that we have had some alarming incidents at Manston with
cargo planes which could so easily have resulted in loss of life.
We have had aircraft taking off so heavily overloaded they carved a groove in the runway
and beyond. I am aware that the panel visited the site of one of vortex incident which, if it
had happened at the infant school a few hundred metres away small children would have
been killed.
An airport supporter asserted at the first hearings that planes nowadays can take off and
land at a 6 degree angle as they do at City Airport and that would solve all the problems
with the approach over Ramsgate.
Planes have to be specially adapted to cope with the 5.5 degree angle of approach to City
Airport and the pilots need to be specially trained. The largest aircraft that can land there is
the narrow bodied Airbus 318.
Which brings me to Riveroak’s target of 17,100 dedicated cargo ATMs a year.
According to the CAA, in the year 2000, there were 27,294 dedicated cargo ATMs in the
South East. By 2018, that had almost halved and was down to only 14,035 1. In other words,
Riveroak are stating that they will capture 122% of a shrinking market.
If I can look up the CAA statistics and see that Riveroak’s predictions don’t add up, so can
any bona fide investor. Clearly, York Aviation is right. There is no need for extra dedicated
freight capacity in the South East.
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CAA Datasets see pps 3&4 below
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In their Funding Statement, Riveroak state that the only director with airport experience is
Anthony Freudmann. His credit report shows that he has 29 dissolved companies behind
him. One of which was London Manston Airport which was dissolved in 2005 owing its
creditors £13,829,000 2. There is no evidence of his ever having run an airport successfully.
Riveroak has no track record, owns no assets and according to the latest accounts at
Companies House, it owes £3.8 million 3.
What bona fide investor invests in such a circumstances? The company is not forthcoming
about its investors.
Riveroak has yet to demonstrate that it would be capable of passing UK Money Laundering,
Terrorist Financing and Transfer of Funds Regulations 2017.
By its own admission, its major shareholder MIO Investments, will be administered and
managed by Helix Fiduciary, a shell company which features in the Panama Papers as being
owned by two Panama based companies, Penrick Enterprises and Eskander Investments4.
In February, a Department for Transport spokesperson told The Loadstar that there was a
precedent for a DCO at Manston 5. This is not true. In the 1990s, residents of Ramsgate
fought the transfer of the airport to civilian use and took it to Judicial Review. They lost
because civilian flights had been allowed by the MOD and it was therefore deemed to be
continuation of use. Continuation of use stopped five years ago.
The only precedent the Department for Transport should be looking at is Seaborn Freight
where lack of due diligence proved highly embarrassing to the government.
Janet Davies
Ramsgate

See Anthony Freudmann Credit Report pps 5-14 below, London Manston Airport p11
Ibid, see p6 below
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International Consortium of Investigative Journalists (https://offshoreleaks.icij.org/nodes/14097860)
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The Loadstar 14th Feb 2019, see p17 below – penultimate paragraph
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ATMs Cargo 27294 in 2000 – CAA Dataset
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ATMs Cargo 14035 in 2018, 14588 in 2017 – CAA Dataset
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CREDIT REPORT – ANTHONY FREUDMANN – London Manston Airport p11 (p7 of credit report)
Credit Report – February 2018
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International Consortium of Investigative Journalists – Panama Papers
Helix Fiduciary is owned by Penrick Enterprises and Eskander Investments, both of which are
Panama based and feature in the Panama Papers.
https://offshoreleaks.icij.org/nodes/14097860
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