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Executive summary 
 

 
 

Purpose of this report 
 

This report accompanies the Environmental Statement (ES) that has been prepared in support of an 

application by RiverOak Strategic Partners Ltd (óRiverOakô) to re-open Manston Airport (the ósiteô). The 

application seeks to authorise the re-development of Manston Airport as a freight airport with the capacity to 

handle a minimum of 10,000 air traffic movements annually. It is envisaged that this will provide additional air 

freight capacity to the UK and also serve to relieve pressure from other heavily congested airports in the 

south-east. 
 

Manston airport was an operational airport from 1916 until it closed in May 2014. Much of the airport 

infrastructure, including the runway, taxiways, aprons, cargo facilities and passenger terminal remains. 
 

This report has been produced for the purpose of assessing the baseline historic environment at the site, in 

support of this proposal. 
 

This report indicates that the site lies within an area of high potential for significant archaeological finds and 

features from all periods. Initially part of the rural landscape, successive phases of aviation use throughout 

the 20th and 21st Centuries changed its character and influenced modern perceptions of the Site. 



4 © Amec Foster Wheeler Environment & Infrastructure UK Limited 

July 2018 
Doc Ref. LON039i1 

 

 

 
 

Contents 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Introduction  6 

1.1 The Document 6 

1.2 Site Context 6 

2. Methodology  7 

2.1 Aims and Objectives 7 

2.2 Standards and Guidance 7 

2.3 Data Gathering Methodology 7 

2.4 Survey Work 8 

2.5 Consultation with Authorities 8 

2.6 Limitations and Assumptions 8 

3. Legislation and Policy Review  10 

3.2 European Conventions and National Legislation  10 
The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (P(LBCA)A)  10 
The Infrastructure Planning (Decisions) Regulations 2010  10 
The Hedgerow Regulations 1997  10 
Protection of Military Remains Act 1986  11 

3.3 National Policy  11 

3.4 Regional and Local Policy  13 

4. Baseline  14 

4.1 Site Location and Topography  14 

4.2 Geology  14 

4.3 Historic Landscape Character  14 

4.4 Designated Heritage Assets  15 
World Heritage Sites  15 
Scheduled monuments  15 
Listed buildings  15 
Designated assets outside the study area  16 
Conservation areas  17 
Registered parks and gardens  17 
Registered battlefields  17 

4.5 Non-Designated Heritage Assets  17 

4.6 Site Chronology  17 
Early prehistory: Palaeolithic and Mesolithic hunter gatherers  17 
Later prehistory:  Neolithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age settled farmers  18 
Roman  19 
Early medieval  20 
Medieval  20 
Post-medieval  21 
Modern  21 
Archaeological events  25 

4.7 Cartographic Sources  30 

5. Assessment of Effects  34 



5 © Amec Foster Wheeler Environment & Infrastructure UK Limited 

July 2018 
Doc Ref. LON039i1 

 

 

5.2 Archaeological Potential  34 
Early prehistoric  34 
Later prehistoric  34 
Roman  35 
Early medieval  35 
Medieval  35 
Post-medieval  35 
Modern  36 

5.3 Discussion of Setting  38 
Current baseline  40 
Designated assets within the site  41 
Designated assets outside the site boundary  41 
Non-designated assets within the site  45 
Historic landscape character  45 

6. Conclusion and Recommendations  46 

6.1 Conclusion  46 

6.2 Recommendations  46 
 
 

 
Table 3.1 

 
National policies 

 
11 

Table 3.2 Local policies 13 
Table 4.1 Listed buildings within the study area 15 
Table 4.2 Airfield related extant structures on the site 22 
Table 4.3 Airfield related extant structures close to the site 24 
Table 4.4 Protected Military Remains within the study area 24 
Table 4.3 Previous archaeological investigations within the site boundary 25 
Table 4.4 Previous off-site archaeological investigations 28 
Table 4.5 Historic map regression 30 
Table 5.2 Assessment of Archaeological Potential 36 
Table 5.1 Assessment of designated assets 41 
Table B.1 Historic Environment Record:  Archaeology 2 
Table B.2 Historic Environment Record: Events 54 
Table E.3 Scope of assessment for adverse effects to heritage significance arising from aviation noise 2 

 
Bibliography 47 

 

 
 

Appendix A Figures 
Appendix B Historic Environment Gazetteers 
Appendix C Photos 
Appendix D Historic Maps (© 2016 Envirocheck) 
Appendix E Heritage Assets Considered in the Scope of the Assessment of Change to Setting Arising from Aviation 

Noise. 



6 © Amec Foster Wheeler Environment & Infrastructure UK Limited 

July 2018 
Doc Ref. LON039i1 

 

 

 
 

1. Introduction 
 

 
 

1.1 The Document 
 

1.1.1 This desk based assessment report has been prepared by Amec Foster Wheeler Environment and 

Infrastructure UK Limited (Amec Foster Wheeler) on behalf of RiverOak (óthe Developerô) to 

determine the potential for encountering historic environment assets at the site. 
 

1.1.2 This report details the known archaeological and historical baseline of the study area, which covers 

a radius of one kilometre from the site and includes significant sites beyond the 1km study area as 

identified in consultation with Kent County Council, to identify known heritage assets that have the 

potential to be affected by any proposed development. The baseline includes designated historic 

environment assets including scheduled monuments, listed buildings and protected landscapes, as 

well as known and potential archaeological deposits, historic landscapes and locally listed 

buildings. 
 

 

1.2 Site Context 
 

1.2.1 The site is centred on national grid reference 633343 165953, approximately 5km south of Margate 

and approximately 4km west of Ramsgate, within the district of Thanet in north-east Kent (Figure  

1). The site is bounded by the A299 Hengist Way to the south and the B2190 Spitfire Way to the 

west, and is bisected by Manston Road (B2050) in the northern part of the site. The village of 

Manston lies 500m to the east and the village of Minster lies 1km to the south-west. The site covers 

an area of approximately 296 hectares (732 acres), comprising buildings and features associated 

with the airport infrastructure, including the runway, taxiways, aprons, cargo facilities and  

passenger terminal, and two buildings housing the Spitfire and Hurricane Memorial Museum and 

the RAF Manston Museum. The buildings are clustered along the east and north-west boundaries  

of the site, with the 2748m long, 60m wide tarmacked runway, orientated in an east-west direction 

across the southern part of the site. The remainder of the site includes areas of hardstanding, large 

expanses of grassland, and some limited areas of scrub and/or landscaping. 
 

1.2.2 The aims of the Proposed Development are to reopen and develop Manston Airport into a  

dedicated air freight facility, which also offers passenger, executive travel, and aircraft engineering 

services. There has been an operational airport at the site since 1916. Until 1998 it was operated  

by the Royal Air Force as RAF Manston, and for a period in the 1950s was also a base for the 

United States Air Force (USAF). From 1998 it was operated as a private commercial airport (known 

as Kent International Airport) with a range of services including scheduled passenger flights,  

charter flights, air freight and cargo, a flight training school, flight crew training and aircraft testing.  

In the most recent years it operated as a specialist air freight and cargo hub servicing a range of 

operators, until it closed in May 2014. 
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2. Methodology 
 

 
 

2.1 Aims and Objectives 
 

2.1.1 The purpose of this assessment is to: 
 

¤ Review all recorded designated and non-designated heritage assets within an appropriate study 

area (one kilometre) and identify their value and sensitivity to change (The study area excludes 

a boundary amendment to include the pipeline towards Pegwell Bay which is intended for reuse 

with no intrusive works or visible infrastructure, see Figure 1); 
 

¤ Review significant sites beyond the 1km study area as identified in consultation with Kent 

County Council; 
 

¤ Assess the potential for previously unrecorded archaeological remains within the site; and 
 

¤ Establish the nature of considerations for setting. 
 

 

2.2 Standards and Guidance 
 

2.2.1 All works undertaken or proposed as part of this assessment are compliant with the following 

standards and guidance: 
 

¤ Chartered Institute for Archaeologists. 2014. Standard and Guidance for Historic Environment 

Desk-Based Assessments; and 
 

¤ Chartered Institute for Archaeologists. 2014. Standard and Guidance for Commissioning Work 

or Providing Consultancy Advice on Archaeology and the Historic Environment. 
 

 

2.3 Data Gathering Methodology 
 

2.3.1 The following sources were consulted for the purpose of establishing the baseline: 
 

¤ County-based registers of known or potential heritage assets; 
 

¤ Cartographic and historic documents; 
 

¤ Aerial photographs; 
 

¤ Published sources; 
 

¤ Internet sources; and 
 

¤ Previous archaeological assessments and investigations of the area. 
 

2.3.2 These were obtained from the following organisations: 
 

¤ Kent County Council Historic Environment Record (HER); 
 

¤ Kent County Council Historic Landscape Characterisation data (HLC); 
 

¤ Historic England Archive (formerly National Monuments Record); 
 

¤ Historic England National Heritage List for England spatial datasets; 
 

¤ Historic England National Record of the Historic Environment (NRHE); 
 

¤ Kent Archives and Local History Service; 
 

¤ Kent County Council heritage maps; 
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¤ Thanet District Council conservation area mapping; 
 

¤ Royal Air Force Museum, Hendon, London; 
 

¤ Spitfire and Hurricane Memorial Museum and RAF Manston Museum, Manston Airport; 
 

¤ Documents submitted as part of the Stone Hill Park planning application (OL/TH/16/0550) 

including Appendix 10.1 Historic Environment; 
 

¤ The zone of theoretical visibility and comparative light pollution levels produced for the PEIR 

report (2018): Chapter 11: Landscape and Visual Impact; 
 

¤ Historic Ordnance Survey mapping provided by Envirocheck; 
 

¤ Natural England historic environment mapping provided at Magic.gov.uk; 
 

¤ The library of the Society of Antiquaries of London; 
 

¤ British Geological Survey Mapping (http://www.bgs.ac.uk/geoindex/); and 
 

¤ National Library of Scotland Map Library (NLSML). 
 

2.3.3 Each heritage asset identified during the assessment is included within a Historic Environment 

Gazetteer (see Appendix B) and spatially mapped (Figures 2 and 3 (designated assets) and Figure 

4 (non-designated assets). 
 

 

2.4 Survey Work 
 

2.4.1 Site walkover surveys were conducted on 7th and 8th of March 2017 to support the assessment. 

These surveys comprised a visual inspection of the current site infrastructure and land uses from 

publicly accessible land. Site visits to inform the assessment of the setting of designated heritage 

assets was conducted on 8 November 2017. Select photographs are included at Appendix C. 
 

2.4.2 Archaeological trial trenching in support of planning application OL/TH/16/0550 was in progress 

during the site walkover survey. The results of this evaluation have not yet been released and will 

inform future examination. 
 

2.4.3 Access has not been granted for further intrusive investigations or assessment of historic structures 

within the site. RiverOak continues to pursue access via on-going discussions, a further s53 

application and is also exploring the use of s172 of the Housing and Planning Act 2016, which 

grants surveying rights to those intending to seek compulsory acquisition powers with a much- 

simplified procedure. This is to ensure that where necessary, further site surveys can be  

undertaken to confirm or disprove worst-case assumptions, in addition to informing detailed 

mitigation plans to be approved by the local planning authority under DCO requirements. NE, HE 

and KCC's heritage team have been kept informed of this approach throughout and no objections 

have been raised. 
 

 

2.5 Consultation with Authorities 
 

2.5.1 Since 2016 initial consultations have been made with a range of consultees with an interest in 

potential historic environment resource effects, including Kent County Council Heritage 

Conservation Group, The Trust for Thanet Archaeology, Planning Inspectorate (PINS), Historic 

England, and Thanet District Council to identify the considerations necessary to create a robust 

Heritage Mitigation Framework. 
 

 

2.6 Limitations and Assumptions 
 

2.6.1 HER data was collected on 3rd November 2016. The HER is continually updated as further data 

regarding the historic environment becomes available; for example, when the results of recent 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/geoindex/
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archaeological investigations are made available. As the HER is a record only of known features, it 

is not a reliable predictive tool, but can provide useful information that can be used with other 

information to develop an understanding of the potential presence, nature and significance of 

archaeological remains. 
 

2.6.2 An attempt has been made to consult all readily available documentary sources. However, it is 

always possible that there are additional documentary sources which have not been identified; for 

example, those held under obscure references. 
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3. Legislation and Policy Review 
 

 
 

3.1.1 Certain heritage assets that are deemed to be of particular importance are given legal protection. 

The importance of heritage assets and the protection of these assets and their settings is 

recognised in legislation as well as in national, regional and local policy. This appendix should be 

read in conjunction with the main text of Chapter 9: Historic Environment (document reference 

TR020002/APP/5.2-1). 
 

 

3.2 European Conventions and National Legislation 
 

3.2.1 European conventions relating to archaeological heritage include the 1985 Granada Convention for 

the Protection of Architectural Heritage, the 1992 Valetta Convention on the Protection of 

Archaeological Heritage, as well as the European Landscape Convention. The latter has been in 

force in the UK since 2007, promotes the protection of landscapes, and recognises the role of 

landscape as a component of cultural heritage. 
 

The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 (AMAAA) 
 

3.2.2 The AMAAA provides for a schedule of monuments which are protected and sets out measures for 

their safeguarding and management. Heritage assets which appear on the schedule are known as 

scheduled monuments. Scheduled monuments may include any above or below ground building, 

structure or work which fulfils the criteria for scheduling set out by the Secretary of State for 

Culture, Media and Sport. Scheduled monument protection is offered not only to the known 

structures and remains of a site but also to the soil under and around them in order to protect any 

archaeological interest. 
 

 
The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (P(LBCA)A) 

 

3.2.3 This legislation provides for the definition and protection of a list of buildings of special architectural 

or historical interest, known as listed buildings. This legislation also sets out the requirement to 

have special regard to the desirability of preserving a listed building, its setting and any features of 

architectural and historical interest in considering any proposed development (Section 66). The 

P(LBCA)A also provides for local planning authorities to maintain lists of areas of special 

architectural or historic interest, referred to as conservation areas. This act requires local planning 

authorities or decision makers to have paid special attention to the desirability of preserving or 

enhancing the character or appearance of the conservation area (Section 72). 
 

 
The Infrastructure Planning (Decisions) Regulations 2010 

 

3.2.4 Under P(LBCA)A, areas of special architectural or historic interest can be designated as 

conservation areas, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance. 

The act requires decision-makers to have regard for the desirability of preserving the character and 

appearance of conservation areas. 
 

 
The Hedgerow Regulations 1997 

 

3.2.5 This legislation sets out criteria for identifying important hedgerows and for a process of gaining 

consent for their removal. These criteria include a number of heritage-based considerations. 

Removal of an important hedgerow is deemed as permitted where a planning permission or DCO 

which would require removal of a hedgerow has been granted as detailed in The Infrastructure 

Planning (Miscellaneous Prescribed Provisions) Regulations 2015. 
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Protection of Military Remains Act 1986 
 

3.2.6 Under this Act it is an offence to tamper with, damage, move, or unearth any remains of military 

aircraft and vessels that have crashed, sunk or been stranded and of associated human remains 

without a licence from the Ministry of Defence. 
 

 

3.3 National Policy 
 

3.3.1 The National Planning Policy Framework 2012 (NPPF) sets out guidance for local planning 

authorities and developers with respect to the determination of planning applications in England. Of 

relevance to the Historic Environment is Section 12: Conserving and Enhancing the Historic 

Environment. National Planning Policy Guidance for the Historic Environment is also of relevance 

(https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conserving-and-enhancing-the-historic-environment). 
 

3.3.2 Further guidance on the Historic Environment has also been provided by Historic England who 

have produced advice through the publication of three Good Practice and Advice guides (GPAs) 1- 

3. These give focused advice on making informed planning decisions in regards to heritage-related 

planning applications. The Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) has produced standards 

and guidance documents for the production of desk-based assessments and providing consultancy 

advice in the historic environment. It should be noted that whilst these provide good practical  

guides to the management of the historic environment resource, they do not form part of national 

policy. 
 

3.3.3 Key aspects of policies relevant to this appraisal are set out in Table 3.1. 
 

 
Table 3.1 National policies 

 
Policy Document Policy Reference Summary 

 

National Planning 
Policy 

Airports National 
Policy Statement 

On 26 June 2018, the Airports NPS: new runway capacity and infrastructure at airports 
in the South East of England was designated by the Secretary of State for Transport 
under section 5(1) of the Planning Act 2008. Whilst this document focuses on the 
potential for an expanded Heathrow Airport, it provides policy guidance as to how the 
impacts of airport development upon the historic environment should be considered. 

 

The Airports NPS is consistent with the NPPF, but emphasises the specific impacts 
that come from airport development. Paragraph 5.194 of the Airports NPS makes 
reference to noise impacts and sets out how these should be assessed using the 
methodology produced for Historic England detailed in Aviation Noise Metric ï 
Research on the Potential Noise Impacts on the Historic Environment by Proposals for 
Airport Expansion in England (September 2014). The document provides a 
methodology for assessing noise impacts based upon plotting the area around an 
airport that would be exposed to a 60db LAeq noise level, this is a level that interrupts 
normal speech. The assessment is based upon the sensitivity of heritage assets to 
noise. The four suggested classes of asset where silence or reduced noise contributes 
to their significance are: 

¶ Where solitude is intrinsic to the understanding of the form, for example a 
Cistercian Monastery or hermitage; 

¶ Where specific, existing soundscapes contribute to the asset, for example 
working windmills, open air theatres, or cascades; 

¶ Where abandonment of the asset creates a romantic atmosphere that 
silence contributes to, for example deserted medieval villages or ruinous 
houses; and 

¶ Where the absence of modern sound contributes to the experience of an 
asset at a particular point in time, for example the abandonment of a 
monastic house. 

 

Effectively these four classes of asset are two classes, one where specific noises need 
to be heard to appreciate significance, and one where silence contributes to 
significance. Other types of asset, for example, an urban conservation area, silence or 
specific sounds, contribute less to their significance and could be scoped out. Once 
assets of the four types have been identified noise assessments would need to be 
made concerning the impact from the changing level of noise. A quantitative 
assessment would be made considering: 

¶ How disturbing the noise is; 

¶ How much new noise interferes with existing noise; and 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conserving-and-enhancing-the-historic-environment
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Policy Document Policy Reference Summary 
 

¶ How often the disturbance occurs. 
This then enables a level of harm to be assessed against the significance of the 
heritage asset and assessed against the policy tests of the NPPF. 
As this methodology is detailed in a national policy document it would be applied to 
heritage assets within the 60db contour around Manston. 

 

The NPPF does not set out the policy for the testing of Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs). However, Section 12 relates to the Historic 
Environment and is consistent with the draft policies of the Draft Airports NPS. A 
positive strategy should be implemented for the conservation and enjoyment of the 
historic environment, including heritage assets most at risk through neglect, decay or 
other threats. Heritage assets should be conserved in a manner appropriate to their 
significance. Local authorities will require applicants to describe the significance of 
heritage assets including the contribution made by their setting affected by the 
application. 

 

National Planning 
Policy Framework 
(NPPF): Draft for 
Consultation 
(March 2018) 

The NPPF does not set out the policy for the testing of Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs). However, Section 16 relates to the Historic 
Environment and is consistent with the draft policies of the Draft Airports NPS. 
In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant to 
describe the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution 
made by their setting. The level of detail should be proportionate to the assetsô 
importance and no more than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of the 
proposal on their significance. As a minimum the relevant historic environment record 
should have been consulted and the heritage assets assessed using appropriate 
expertise where necessary. 

 

Paragraph 185 Where a site on which development is proposed includes or has the potential to 
include heritage assets with archaeological interest, local planning authorities should 
require developers to submit an appropriate desk-based assessment and, where 
necessary, a field evaluation. 

 

Paragraph 186 The particular significance of any heritage asset that may be affected by a proposal 
(including by development affecting the setting of a heritage asset) should be identified 
and assessed, taking account of the available evidence and any necessary expertise. 
This is in order to avoid or minimise conflict between the heritage assetôs conservation 
and any aspect of the proposal. 

 

Paragraph 189 When considering the impact of a proposal on a designated heritage asset great 
weight should be given to the assetôs conservation irrespective of the degree of 
potential harm to its significance. The more significant the asset the greater the weight 
should be. 

 

Paragraph 192 Where development will lead to less than substantial harm to the significance of the 
designated asset the harm should be weighed against the public benefit of the 
proposal. 

 

Paragraph 193 The effect of a proposal on the significance of a non-designated heritage asset should 
be taken into account in determining the application. In weighing applications that 
directly or indirectly affect non-designated heritage assets, a balanced judgement will 
be required having regard to the scale of any harm or loss and the significance of the 
heritage asset. 

 

Paragraph 190        Any harm or loss to a designated heritage asset (from its alteration or destruction, or 
from development within its setting), should require clear and convincing justification. 
Substantial harm to or loss of: 
a) grade II listed buildings, or grade II registered parks or gardens, should be 
exceptional; 
b) scheduled monuments, protected wreck sites, registered battlefields, grade I and II* 
listed buildings, grade I and II* registered parks and gardens, and World Heritage 
Sites, should be wholly exceptional**. 

 

** Non-designated heritage assets of archaeological interest, that are demonstrably of 
equivalent significance to scheduled monuments, should be considered subject to the 
policies for designated heritage assets. 

 

Paragraph 195 Local planning authorities should require developers to record and advance 
understanding of the significance of any heritage assets to be lost (wholly or in part) in 
a manner proportionate to their importance and the impact, and to make this evidence 
(and any archive generated) publicly accessible. 
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However, the ability to record evidence of our past should not be a factor in deciding 
whether such loss should be permitted. 

 

National 
Planning Policy 
Framework 
(2012) 

Paragraph 128 When considering the impact of a proposal on a designated heritage asset great 
weight should be given to the assetôs conservation. The more significant the asset the 
greater the weight should be. Significance can be harmed or lost through alteration to 
the asset or development in its setting. 

 

 

Paragraph 132 Where development will lead to less than substantial harm to the significance of the 
designated asset the harm should be weighed against the public benefit of the 
proposal. 

 

Paragraph 134 The effect of a proposal on the significance of a non-designated heritage asset should 
be taken into account in determining the application. 

 

Paragraph 135 Non designated archaeological heritage assets of demonstrably equivalent in 
significance to scheduled monuments should be managed as designated heritage 
assets. 

 

Paragraph 139 Non designated archaeological heritage assets of demonstrably equivalent in 
significance to scheduled monuments should be managed as designated heritage 
assets. 

 
 

 

3.4 Regional and Local Policy 
 

3.4.1 The site is located within the district of the Isle of Thanet, in the north-east of the county of Kent. 

The planning policies pertinent to the site are the adopted local plan, Thanet District Adopted Local 

Plan (2008), and the emerging local plan policies, Draft Thanet Local Plan to 2031 (Preferred 

Options Consultation January 2015). The key policies relevant to the historic environment are set 

out in Table 3.2 below. 
 

 
Table 3.2 Local policies 

 

Policy 
Document 

Policy 
Topic 

Policy 
Reference 

Summary 

 

Local 
Policies 

Thanet 
District 
Adopted 
Local Plan 
(2008) 
saved 
policies 

Policy 
HE11 

To determine planning applications the District may require the provision of an 
archaeological assessment which, in certain cases, may involve fieldwork. 

 

 
 

Policy 
HE12 

Archaeological sites will be preserved and protected. Where sites do not merit 
preservation planning permission will be granted subject to a suitable programme of 
archaeological recording. 
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4. Baseline 
 

 
 

4.1 Site Location and Topography 
 

4.1.1 The site is located south of Margate and west of Ramsgate, within the district of Thanet in north- 

east Kent. It is bounded by the A299 Hengist Way to the south and the B2190 Spitfire Way to the 

north-west, and is bisected by the B2050 Manston Road in the northern part of the site. Areas of 

farmland border the east and west. The villages of Manston, Minster and Cliffôs End lie 500m to the 

east, 1km to the south-west and 800m to the south-east respectively. The site covers an area of 

approximately 296 hectares (732 acres), comprising buildings and features associated with the 

airport infrastructure, including the runway, taxiways, aprons, cargo facilities and passenger 

terminal, and two buildings housing the Spitfire and Hurricane Memorial Museum and RAF  

Manston Museum. The buildings are clustered along the east and north-west boundaries of the 

site, with the 2748m long, 60m wide tarmacked runway, orientated in an east-west direction across 

the southern part of the site. The remainder of the site includes areas of hardstanding, large 

expanses of grassland, and some limited areas of scrub and/or landscaping. 
 

4.1.2 The Proposed Development site is mainly situated at an elevation between 40-55m AOD. The 

southern portion is located at an elevation of approximately 50m AOD, along the length of the 

existing runway, but rises to approximately 55m AOD in the western most corner of the site. North 

of the runway the site level falls to approximately 40m AOD, in the west, at the Spitfire Way 

Junction (crossroads of the Manston Road (B2050) and the Spitfire Way (B2190)), while remaining 

at 45-50m AOD in the northern most part of the site. Telegraph Hill, at the west end of the site, is a 

high point in the surrounding landscape, while the existing runway is roughly sited along the length 

of a ridge running east from Telegraph Hill. 
 

 

4.2 Geology 
 

4.2.1 The site is underlain by bedrock Margate Chalk Member of the upper Newhaven Chalk Formation, 

overlain by the sands and silts of the Thanet Formation along the siteôs northern boundary. The 

superficial drift deposits overlying the site are variable, with some areas having no superficial 

geology (predominately in the south of the site) interspersed with areas of Head Formation, 

comprising Clay and Silt. 
 

 

4.3 Historic Landscape Character 
 

4.3.1 The site is part of Kent Historic Landscape Character Area 18: Isle of Thanet. Unsurprisingly, most 

of the site lies within an historic landscape character area defined as 20th century airfields. This 

represents the dominant historic land-use of the site itself for over a century, with extant features, 

including the airfield runway, hangers, towers and pillboxes reflecting both its military past and 

recent commercial aviation history. The east and west areas of the site are characterised as 

irregular fields bounded by roads, tracks and paths. The majority of the area in close proximity 

(1km) to the site is also predominantly irregular fields bounded by roads, tracks and paths, 

interspersed with post-1800 scattered settlements with paddocks, and post-1810 settlements. An 

area of industrial complexes is adjacent to the site at the northwest, with a caravan site in close 

proximity to the northeast and a reservoir and water treatment area to the south. It is thought that 

these relatively recent historic landscape character types may overlay an historic landscape 

character of irregular fields bounded by roads, tracks and paths, possibly relating to post-medieval 

informal enclosures. This is discernible in the post medieval field and boundary system visible in 

aerial photographs which still reflects that of historic maps. The mudflats of Pegwell Bay are within 

2km of the south-east of the site. 
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4.3.2 Overall, the site lies within an area of local and regional historic significance due to its location on 

the Isle of Thanet. Until approximately 1000 years ago, this area of north-east Kent was an island 

separated from the mainland by the Wantsum Channel until it silted up in the 16th century, creating 

a unique landscape, with its development and activities governed by its geographical position. 
 

 

4.4 Designated Heritage Assets 
 

4.4.1 There are no designated heritage assets on the site, although there are some designated heritage 

assets within the study area as detailed below. A gazetteer of designated heritage assets is 

provided as Appendix B, these are shown on Figure 2. 
 

 
World Heritage Sites 

 

4.4.2 There are no World Heritage Sites (WHS) within the study area. The nearest WHS, Canterbury 

Cathedral, St Augustineôs Abbey and St Martinôs Church in Canterbury, is located 16km southeast 

of the 1km study area. 
 

 
Scheduled monuments 

 

4.4.3 There are two Scheduled Monuments (SM) within the 1km study area which are both within close 

proximity to the site: 
 

4.4.4 The nearest scheduled monument to the site is the Anglo-Saxon Cemetery south of Ozengell 

Grange (List Entry 1004228), which is located 100m to the east of the site. Partial excavation since 

the mid-19th century has recorded over 100 Anglo-Saxon burials, many with grave goods, on or in 

the vicinity of the site. Further archaeological remains survive in the vicinity of this site but are not 

included because they have not been formally assessed (i.e. partial excavation near Ozengell 

Grange, to the north of the monument, has recorded several hundred Anglo-Saxon burials, which 

are likely to be part of the same inhumation cemetery); and 
 

4.4.5 Enclosure and ring ditches sited 180m east-northeast of Minster Laundry (List Entry 1004203) and 

located directly south of the A299 which forms the southern boundary of the site. The features 

recorded as crop marks on aerial photographs represent the surviving ditches of a Romano-British 

and Iron Age settlement. 
 

 
Listed buildings 

 

4.4.6 There are no listed buildings within the site, however there are 24 listed buildings surrounding the 

site within the 1km study area. The nearest listed building is the Grade II Remains of Monastic 

building (List ENTRY 1085443), situated 35m to the east. These assets are detailed in Table 4.1 

below. 
 

 
Table 4.1 Listed buildings within the study area 

 
Listing ID Name Grade Distance from site 

 

    1224593 Wayborough Manor II* 570m to south 

 

1224683 Cleve Court and Cleave Lodge II* 220m to north west 

 

1336669 Barn about 50m east of Ozengell Grange II* 430m to north east 

 

1085377 Ozengell Grange II 400m to north east 

 

1085409 53 and 55 Foadôs Lane II 820m to south 

 

1085442 Grove Farmhouse and Walled Front Garden II 500m to east 

 

1085443 Remains of Monastic Building II 35m to east 
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Listing ID Name Grade Distance from site 
 

    1085444 Barn at Preston Farm II 680m to east 

 

1085445 Barn at Manston Green II 450m to east 

 

1204244 Flete Lodge II 580m to north east 

 

1223803 Cheesemanôs Farm II 760m to north 

 

1224336 Chapel House II 480m to south 

 

1224337 Psalm Cottage II 920m to south west 

 

1224339 Rose Cottage and Pansy Cottage II 675m to south 

 

1224448 Prospect Inn II 150m to west 

 

1224499 Bay Tree Cottage II 950m to south west 

 

1224545 Tudor Cottage II 660m to south 

 

1266885 Rose Cottage II 920m to south west 

 

1266887 Way House and Wayborough House, and attached Garden Wall II 350m to south 

 

1336624 Old Forge House II 480m to east 

 

1336625 Manston Court and adjacent Wall II 60m to east 

 

1336626 Granary about 25m south of Manston Court Farmhouse II 50m to east 

 

1429581 Eastern of two Concrete WWII 4-inch gun emplacements II 950m to south east 

 

1430779 Manston War Memorial II 445m to east 

 

 

Designated assets outside the study area 
 

4.4.7 As agreed with Kent County Council, the significant heritage assets Monastic grange and pre- 

Conquest nunnery at Minster Abbey (List Entry 1016850) and Saxon Shore fort, Roman port and 

associated remains at Richborough (List Entry 1014642), which lie outside of the approved study 

area, are included in this assessment (Figure 3). 
 

4.4.8 The scheduled monument Monastic grange and pre-Conquest nunnery at Minster Abbey (List 

Entry 1016850) is located c. 1.3km to the south of the eastern of the site. Situated on low-lying 

ground near the eastern edge of the town of Minster, the nunnery, built in AD 741, is represented 

by below ground traces of buildings and associated remains, which survive beneath the later 

monastic grange. Built in the 12th Century by Benedictine monks, the grange served as the main 

administrative centre for their farmlands. The grange survives in the form of standing buildings, 

water-filled fishponds and associated below ground remains. The main grange buildings were 

arranged around a square, east-west aligned courtyard. The standing buildings (List entry 

1223807) are Listed Grade I and incorporate the northern hall range and attached western range, 

along with the ruined fragment of a square tower which adjoins the southern end of the western 

range. It was subsequently altered in the 15th, 17th, 19th and 20th centuries. 
 

4.4.9 The Saxon Shore fort, Roman port and associated remains at Richborough (list entry 1014642) is 

located c. 5km to the south of the site. The monument includes an area of c.40ha containing a 

variety of archaeological components dating from the Iron Age, Roman and medieval periods, 

situated on a low sandy promontory around 2.5km from the present coastline of eastern Kent. The 

earliest known use is an Early Iron Age Farmstead, which was followed by the landing of part of the 

Roman invasion force here in AD 43 and subsequent temporary camp. This became a Roman 

military and naval supply base, and then a Roman port and associated settlement which was 
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fortified in the third century. Within the area of the Saxon Shore fort scheduled monument lies the 

Grade I Richborough Castle (List entry 1363256). It contains the remains of the Roman settlement 

of Rutupiae, and the three sides of the late third Century Saxon shore fort, with additional areas 

dating to the 10th and 12th centuries. 
 

 
Conservation areas 

 

4.4.10 There are no conservation areas within the 1km study area, however the conservation areas of  

Acol and Minster in Thanet are both situated c. 1km to the north-west and south-west respectively. 

The conservation areas of St. Nicholas at Wade, c. 5km to the west; Ramsgate, c. 3.5 km to the 

east; and Broadstairs, c. 5km east-north-east of the site are likely to be under the flight path (Figure 

3). 
 

 
Registered parks and gardens 

 

4.4.11 There are no Registered Parks and Gardens (RPG) within a 1km radius around the site. The 

nearest RPG is grade II registered Albion Square Gardens Park which is 3.5km to the east of the 

1km study area. 
 

 
Registered battlefields 

 

4.4.12 There are no Registered Battlefields in Kent. 
 

 

4.5 Non-Designated Heritage Assets 
 

4.5.1 There are over 800 previously identified non-designated heritage assets within the site and the 1km 

study area, including archaeological remains from the prehistoric through to modern times; the  

latter including various phases of use of the airport. These, in addition to its situation within an 

archaeologically sensitive area due to its geographic location, indicates long term human activity 

within the area ranging from the prehistoric period to the present day. 
 

4.5.2 Non-designated heritage assets are mapped in Figure 4 (Appendix A: Figures), tabulated in 

Appendix B and described within the site chronology below. 
 

 

4.6 Site Chronology 
 
 

Early prehistory:  Palaeolithic and Mesolithic hunter gatherers 
 

4.6.1 Internationally significant sites with evidence for some of the earliest human occupation in the UK 

have been found in the county of Kent along the banks of the River Thames. The county is 

recognised for significant and nationally rare finds relating to the early prehistoric era in Britain. 

Early human activity during the Palaeolithic period (c. 700,000 to 10,000 years BP) consisted of the 

transient and intermittent movements of hunter-gatherers through the local landscape (e.g. in order 

to follow herds of animals, fish or collect useful and/or edible plants) which tends to leave only 

ephemeral traces of activity or isolated findspots of artefacts in the landscape. Most commonly 

found are lithic artefacts, including handaxes and various flake and blade flint tools, although bone 

and antler artefacts begin to appear during the Upper Palaeolithic. 
 

4.6.2 The Mesolithic period (roughly 10,000 to 5,500 BP) saw a transition towards the use of seasonal or 

permanent occupation sites. While many continued the hunter-gatherer lifestyle, initial stages of 

domestication have been observed. Lithic technology is dominated by microliths during this period. 
 

4.6.3 The Stour Basin characterisation project (Mason, S., pers comm) identifies the site as within two 

specific areas. The runway and majority of the operational buildings are characterised as of very 

low potential as a result of potential denudation of superficial deposits in the later parts of the Last 

Glacial and during any subsequent Holocene slopewash activity. Areas to either side of Spitfire 

Way and around the village of Manston are characterised as of moderate potential owing to the 



18 © Amec Foster Wheeler Environment & Infrastructure UK Limited 

July 2018 
Doc Ref. LON039i1 

 

 

 
 

possible presence of loessic deposits which were not denuded during Holocene slopewash. This is 

supported by artefactual evidence which indicates potential transient occupation in the area during 

this period. 
 

4.6.4 Residual evidence on the site includes a Palaeolithic flake recovered from a later feature on the 

southern boundary during excavations on the East Kent Access road carried out by a joint venture 

between Oxford Archaeology and Wessex Archaeology in 2009-2011 (TR 36 NW 546); and a 

Lower to Middle Palaeolithic pointed implement recovered as a surface find in 1899 from the 

Telegraph Hill area of the site (TR 36 NW 55). Within the study area c. 0.7km to the north-west of 

the site, a Middle Palaeolithic lithic working site, comprising 18 flakes, a blade core, two scrapers 

and a small cordate handaxe of Mousterian appearance, identified during an evaluation in 2003 by 

Canterbury Archaeological Trust (TR 36 NW 489), is thought to be fairly in situ. A Lower to Middle 

Palaeolithic handaxe was excavated by Wessex Archaeology in 2006 c. 1km north-east of the site 

(TR 36 NE 2403). 
 

4.6.5 There are no Mesolithic finds from the site, but a tranchet axe was recovered from a tree throw 

during the East Kent Access Route excavations in 2009-2011 (TR 36 SW 366) c. 600m to the 

south of the site. Archaeology South Eastôs 2007-8 excavation c. 1km to the east of the site 

identified Mesolithic flakes, blades and bladelets from later features (TR 36 NE 577). 
 

 
Later prehistory:  Neolithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age settled farmers 

 

4.6.6 The Neolithic period was generally characterised by the spread of farming of crops and 

domestication of animals, accompanied by increasing forest clearance and the establishment of 

permanent settlements. These local population centres often increased and expanded during the 

Bronze and Iron Ages, while the local landscape was transformed by the construction of field 

boundaries enclosing areas of pasture and farmland and the erection of highly visible symbolic 

structures such as monuments to the dead (e.g. bronze age round barrows). 
 

4.6.7 No Neolithic artefacts have been recovered from the site but there is good evidence of Neolithic 

activity in close proximity. In the eastern part of the study area a Neolithic settlement, containing 

linear features and pits with pottery was found c. 900m from the site during an evaluation in 2003  

by the Trust for Thanet archaeology at the Preston Park Caravan Site (TR 36 NE 598). Neolithic 

pits containing both Neolithic pot sherds and flints were identified during the 2009-2011 East Kent 

Access Road excavations at two locations c. 500m (TR 36 SE 737) and c. 600m (TR 36 SE 737) 

from the site, and during a pipeline excavation by Wessex Archaeology in 1995 c. 1km to the south 

east of the site at Chalk Hill (TR 36 SE 319). A shallow feature at a Tesco development c. 750m 

from the site revealed an early Neolithic bowl during excavation in 2009 by Wessex Archaeology, 

while two ex-situ flint scatters are noted at distances of c. 100m (TR 36 NE 634) and c. 900m (TR 

36 NE 578). In the western part of the study area, a Neolithic pit containing pot sherds was found 

during the 2004 evaluation by Canterbury (TR 36 NW 482) c. 100m to the south-west. An ex-situ 

Mesolithic or Neolithic flint scatter (TR 36 NW 504), c. 70m north of the site boundary lies c. 400m 

south of features identified on aerial photography as a potential Neolithic long barrow (TR 36 NW 

243). Just outside the study area, immediately north of Chalk Hill in Pegwell Bay, the remains of an 

extensive Neolithic causewayed enclosure (TR 36 SE 24) measuring about 150 metres in diameter 

consists of three concentric circuits of interrupted ditches. 
 

4.6.8 Bronze and Iron Age activity from the study area is widespread. Within the site, a Middle to Late 

Bronze Age ditch, containing pottery and human remains was found during an evaluation on the 

cargo side of the airport in 2000 by the Trust for Thanet Archaeology (TR 36 NW 466). On the 

southern border of the Site, an assemblage of Bronze artefacts found during the construction of a 

pipeline in 1984 (TR 36 NW 193) is thought to have been associated with a hoard, possibly 

disturbed by ploughing. A round barrow of probable Early Bronze Age date at the east end of the 

runway was examined in 1944 after being largely destroyed (TR 36 NW 34). It contained a primary 

and secondary burial. The ploughed remains of a further probable round barrow c. 900m further 

east was excavated in 1985 (TR 36 NE 54). Telegraph Hill in the western area of the site marks a 

high point in the landscape, with an enclosure and round barrow recorded as cropmarks (TR 36 

NW 210), which almost certainly form part of the funerary landscape known across the Thanet 

area. In the northeast corner of the site, Bronze Age flint tools were recovered in later features 
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during a 2005 evaluation by Museum of London prior to the construction of the EDF Substation (TR 

36 NW 487). 
 

4.6.9 Iron Age activity on the site is represented by a pit containing Iron Age pottery sherds excavated by 

the Trust for Thanet Archaeology during an evaluation on Laundry Road in 1995 (TR 36 NW 382), 

who also uncovered a scatter of Early Iron Age pottery recovered during evaluation works on the 

passenger side of the airport (TR 36 NW 469). A further concentration of pits was noted in the 

1960s to lie under the east end of the runway (TR 36 NW 35). Finally, an extensive late Iron Age 

and early Roman settlement was revealed during evaluation works in advance of the construction  

of a new car park at the Airport (TR 36 NW 1176), with features containing a rare types of buildings 

and a pottery kiln, reflecting adaptation of Iron Age peoples to Roman influences. 
 

4.6.10 The wider study area contains over two hundred Historic Environment Records dating to the later 

prehistoric period, including a Bronze Age settlement on the Tesco site at Manston Road, 

excavated by Wessex Archaeology in 1996 (TR 36 NE 484; TR 36 NE 471); a Late Bronze to Early 

Iron Age settlement uncovered by the Trust for Thanet Archaeology in 1987 during excavations in 

advance of a pipeline (TR 36 NW 226); and a Middle to Late Iron Age settlement with inhumation 

burials, revealed by Canterbury Archaeological Trust in a 2004 evaluation at Tothill Street (TR 36 

NW 484). The East Kent Access Route excavations (2009-2011) also identified a Bronze Age 

agricultural settlement with four inhumation burials (TR 36 SW 374) and a Middle to Late Iron Age 

settlement (TR 36 SW 376), in addition to many other later prehistoric features along the route, 

which lies just to the south of the extant runway. Unusual mortuary ritual practices were identified  

at Cliffsend Farm (TR 36 SW 282) in the southeast of the study area, along with several Bronze 

Age to Iron Age barrows and enclosures. The Scheduled Ancient Monument of Enclosure and ring 

ditches 200yds (180m) ENE of Minster Laundry (1004203) is situated c. 100m to the south of the 

western end of the runway on the site, with undisturbed Iron Age features identified as cropmarks 

on aerial photographs. The intensification of settlement and agricultural land use during this period 

emphasises the growing importance of the Wantsum Channel. 
 

 
Roman 

 

4.6.11 The Roman occupation of Britain had a significant impact on north-east Kent and evidence of 

Roman activity is widespread in the study area. Recent evidence from Ebbsfleet has been 

interpreted as the landing point for Julius Caesarôs 54BC arrival in Britain. The strategic geographic 

location of the area, formed by the Wantsum Channel, provided sea passage to the Thames 

Estuary and a harbour and point of entry to the Roman province via the River Stour to Canterbury 

and beyond. The Roman period is characterised by dense settlement patterns and proliferation of 

Roman structures throughout the south east comprising several roads, Roman forts and 

settlements, including the important sites at Richborough, c. 5km to the south of the site. Located  

at the south-eastern end of the Wantsum Channel, it was here that part of the subsequent Roman 

invasion force, under Senator Aulus Plautius landed in 43AD. The temporary camp initially 

constructed at this location developed into the Roman port, Rutupiae, c. 90AD. This was replaced 

in c. 270AD by one of several Saxon Shore forts in the region (List entry 1014642 and 1363256), 

which were fortifications built to protect against invading Saxon raiders. A similar Saxon Shore fort 

is located at Reculver (List entry 1018784), at the north-western end of the Wantsum Channel, c. 

8km north west of the site. 
 

4.6.12 Roman activity is known from the site itself. An extensive Romano-British industrial and settlement 

site was found during the construction of a gas pipeline in 1984 along the southern edge of the 

Airport site (TR 36 NW 182). Features below the floor of the trench remain intact. Further evidence 

for Romano-British occupation and industrial activities were found during westward expansion of  

the runway during WWII (TR 36 NW 209), and a Roman pit with a hearth in the base was found 

during excavations on the cargo side of the airport in 2000 by the Trust for Thanet Archaeology (TR 

36 NW 467). The East Kent Access Route excavations in 2009-2011 identified several Roman 

ditches, gullies, pits and cremations (TR 36 SW 405), while an antiquarian discovery of a Roman 

coin hoard in c. 1630 is reported near the site of the windmill on Telegraph Hill (TR 315 657), which 

is detailed on historic maps. 
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4.6.13 Evidence of Roman activity is also widespread throughout the study area in the form of finds of 

pottery, coins, brooches and other objects, in addition to several settlements, field systems, road, 

cemetery sites, buildings and quarries. The sites include two cemeteries, containing inhumation  

and cremation burials found associated with other Romano-British features during the Margate to 

Weatherlees Hill Wastewater Treatment Works Twin Pipeline excavation by Wessex Archaeology  

in 2005 (TR 36 SW 123); a settlement comprising 22 rare sunken feature buildings and other 

domestic features identified during a road widening scheme in 1994 (TR 36 NW 238); a cemetery 

containing four cremations and five inhumations (TR 36 NW 187), a ditch (TR 36 NW 188), and 

road surface with pottery scatter (TR 36 NW 184) found during the construction of the Monkton   

Gas Pipeline in 1984, situated along the length within and just to the south of the site which may 

indicate a Roman Road following the modern route of the A299; a primitive farming villa with 

outbuildings dating to the second half of the first century AD found during rescue excavations at the 

Nethercourt estate in the 1980s (TR 36 NE 177); an inhumation burial from the 1995 pipeline 

investigation at Cliffsend (TR 36 SE 320); and three early-Roman cremation burials from a 2015 

evaluation on Manston Road (TR 36 NW 1191). The Scheduled Ancient Monument of Enclosure 

and ring ditches 200yds (180m) ENE of Minster Laundry (List Entry 1004203) is situated c. 100m to 

the south of the western end of the runway on the site, with an undisturbed Romano-British 

farmstead identified as cropmarks on aerial photographs. 
 

 
Early medieval 

 

4.6.14 Even before the fifth century, groups of Saxons, Jutes and Angles from the European mainland 

were already moving into prime agricultural areas in southern England. Saxon Shore forts were 

built at Richborough and Reculver, at either end of the Wantsum Channel, to defend against 

invasion. 
 

4.6.15 Findspots of Anglo-Saxon artefacts on the site include an early-medieval bead and iron knife on the 

southern border (TR 36 NW 216), and a silver early penny ('sceat') (TR 36 NW 498), a Merovingian 

gold tremissis (TR 36 NW 499), and pottery (TR 36 NW 471) from the passenger area of the  

airport. At the western end of the site, a small barrow and linear features visible as cropmarks have 

been identified as Anglo-Saxon as a result of Anglo-Saxon finds made in close proximity (TR 36  

NW 214). 
 

4.6.16 Within the study area, the Scheduled Monument of Ozengell Grange Anglo-Saxon inhumation 

cemetery (1004228) is located c. 150m south-east of the site. Discovered during the construction of 

the railway line in the mid-19th century, partial excavations carried out in 1845-50, 1977 and 1980- 

82 revealed over 100 Anglo-Saxon burials, many with grave goods. It has not been completely 

excavated. 
 

4.6.17 Over fifty Historic Environment Records in the study area include a small Anglo-Saxon cemetery 

and boundary ditch uncovered during a road widening scheme (TR 36 NW 240); high status burials 

covered by a wooden structure, possibly a boat, identified during an evaluation near the A253 (TR 

36 NW 186); a cemetery and possible feasting site found during excavation in advance of new 

housing at Cliffs End Farm (TR 36 SW 229); and a settlement containing multiple sunken feature 

buildings with evidence for segregated activity at Manston Road, prior to construction of a new 

Tesco (TR 36 NE 485), while the East Kent Access Route excavations (2009-2011) revealed 

buildings (TR 36 SW 371; TR 36 SW 371), trackways (TR 36 NW 1145; TR 36 NW 1159), and 

cemeteries (TR 36 SE 739; TR 36 NW 1144; TR 36 NW 1143; TR 36 NW 1160) along the route 

just to the south of the site. These, in addition to buildings (TR 36 NE 455; TR 36 NW 455; TR 36 

NW 474), burials (TR 36 NW 383; TR 36 NE 26; TR 36 NW 189; TR 36 NW 195; TR 36 SE 686); 

barrow and/or ring ditch crop marks (TR 36 NE 87; TR 36 NW 123; TR 36 NW 172; TR 36 NW 178; 

TR 36 NW 179; TR 36 NW 214; TR 36 NW 214; TR 36 SE 23); a midden (TR 36 SE 716), and 

findspots of coins and jewellery found throughout the study area, indicate sustained and continued 

Anglo-Saxon activity in the region. 
 

 
Medieval 

 

4.6.18 The first specific documentary evidence for settlement in the vicinity of the site comes from the 

medieval period with a large settlement noted at Minster in the Domesday survey of 1086, owned 

http://webapps.kent.gov.uk/kcc.exploringkentspast.web.sites.public/SingleResult.aspx?uid=TKE646
http://webapps.kent.gov.uk/kcc.exploringkentspast.web.sites.public/SingleResult.aspx?uid=TKE60
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by the monks of St Augustine of Canterbury. Settlement at Manston likely dates from the 12th 

century (VCH, Kent, Vol 2), with the lord of the Manor of Manston holding important office during 

the reign of King John (The History and Topographical Survey of the County of Kent: Volume 10). 

Medieval trackways are visible on both historic mapping, shown as Dunstrete, and on a 

geophysical survey of the site recently completed in support of the planning application 

OL/TH/16/0550. Dunstrete was an important east-west aligned routeway across Thanet, a portion 

of which runs through the southern part of the site. 
 

4.6.19 Medieval finds from the site include pottery, a medieval copper alloy buckle and features including 

ditches and pits indicating medieval occupation of the site (TR 36 NW 471; MKE80179; TR 36 NW 

468). 
 

4.6.20 Within the wider study area, Medieval occupation is represented by the presence of farmsteads  

(TR 36 NE 227; TR 36 NW 246; TR 36 NW 254), the remains of the manor of Upper Court (TR 36 

NE 28 ), a settlement with industrial activity (TR 36 NE 121), evidence for timber-framed buildings 

(TR 36 NE 455), a well shaft (TR 36 SE 35), a quarry (TR 36 NW 481 ), and numerous enclosures 

(TR 36 NW 255; TR 36 NE 85;TR 36 NE 584; TR 36 NW 1166), ditches (TR 36 SW 232; TR 36 NE 

427; TR 36 NE 600; TR 36 SW 372), and gullies (TR 36 NW 503). 
 

4.6.21 Beyond the study area, previously undated earthworks were demonstrated to form part of an 

extensive Medieval settlement near Monkton during the investigations on Thanet Earth. 
 

 
Post-medieval 

 

4.6.22 During this period the Wantsum Channel silted up and the land was reclaimed, with the marsh 

areas of the former channel being used as pasture land for sheep. As one of the richest agricultural 

areas in the country, the area of the site and its vicinity remained heavily rural and agricultural in 

nature during the post-medieval period, but saw increasing quarrying activity, mainly for chalk but 

also targeting flint and clay. 
 

4.6.23 Both agricultural and quarrying activities have been encountered on the site. The farmstead of 

Fosterôs Folly, with a loose courtyard plan and buildings to two sides of the yard, formerly existed  

on the location of the passenger and cargo area of the airport (MKE87020), while a mid-18th 

Century chalk mine, known as Manston Caves, was excavated and backfilled in antiquity in the 

eastern area of the site (TR 36 NW 437). Supporting the agricultural industry, two flour mills are 

also known from the site, and are pictured on old Ordnance Survey maps of 1839 and 1972 (TR 36 

NW 1107). 
 

4.6.24 The wider study area is dominated by these activities. There are twenty-six farmsteads, of which 

Bush Farm (MKE87023), Rose Farm (MKE88749), Manston Court (MKE87018) and Pouces 

(MKE86971) are located closest to the site boundary. Further farm buildings include a farmhouse 

and barn at Ozengell Grange (TR 36 NE 227), barns at Manston Grange Farm (TR 36 NW 228) 

and a former barn, dating from 1702 (TR 36 NW 1017). There are sixteen incidences of quarrying, 

primarily chalk pits, including a small chalk pit at Pouces Cottages (TR 36 NW 1125), Mount 

Pleasant Chalk pit (TR 36 NW 337) and Dellside chalk pit (TR 36 NW 328) located close to the site 

boundary. Other notable structures include foundations of the 19th Century Fever Hospital (TR 36 

NW 1179) located to the south of the site, and an icehouse at Cleve Court (TR 36 NW 324) west of 

the site. 
 

 
Modern 

 

4.6.25 Expansion is observed in the modern period for the major townships, especially Ramsgate to the 

East. Increasing trade at the ports of Ramsgate and Margate following the Reformation and a 

surge in tourism created by the introduction of the railway linking London to these seaside towns in 

the mid-1840s, greatly increased the wealth of the region. The most significant change in the 

region saw the agricultural fields of the site itself converted for aviation use (TR 36 NW 432). 
 

4.6.26 Beginning in the winter of 1915-16, during the early years of the First World War, aircraft began 

landing on the site, rather than the more precarious landing strip at St Mildredôs Bay in Westgate. 

By the end of 1916 the site had become the Admiralty Aerodrome at Manston, with a training 
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school for Handley Page bombers. The early airfield was on the area now occupied by the 

passenger terminal. Throughout WWI the aerodrome played an important role in the defence of 

Britain and was expanded to include four hangers, barracks for 3000 men, and its own railway. 
 

4.6.27 The RAF was officially formed on 1 April 1918 and the site became RAF Manston. During the 

1930s, RAF Manston grew rapidly to become one of the busiest airfields in the country, partly due 

to its School of Technical Training. 
 

4.6.28 RAF Manston was bombed heavily and badly damaged during the Battle of Britain. Despite this, 

due its strategic location close to Europe, from 1941 onwards Manston was used by damaged 

aircraft returning from operations, especially those from Bomber Command. In 1943, a large 

runway was built and was one of three in the country that was equipped to deal with emergencies. 

A fog investigation and dispersal operation (FIDO) was added to allow landings in any weather. 

RAF Manston played an important role in WWII, defending Canterbury, especially the cathedral, 

from attack, and as a base for Hurricanes and Typhoons. 
 

4.6.29 During the Cold War in the 1950s, the US Air Force used Manston as a Strategic Air Command 

base for its fighter and fighter-bomber units for 8 years. In 1960 the airfield returned to the RAF and 

an Air Fire Training Centre was established on the site. Due to the long runway built during WWII it 

was designated one of the country's MEDAs (Master Emergency Diversion Airfield) for both military 

and civilian flights. In 1999 RAF Manston closed and the airfield became a civilian airfield, which 

ceased aviation activity in 2014, but has continued to be used for storage. 
 

4.6.30 Numerous buildings and features on the site reflect the airfields significant military history, including 

ten pillboxes (TR 36 NW 1062; TR 36 NE 2168; TR 36 NW 1076; TR 36 NW 1059; TR 36 NW 

1072; TR 36 NW 1048; TR 36 NW 1041; TR 36 NW 1043; TR 36 NW 1047; TR 36 NW 1059), air 

raid shelters (TR 36 NW 332; TR 36 NW 518), trench systems (TR 36 NW 1220; TR 36 NW 1222), 

and a former WWII oil depot (TR 36 NW 1183). 
 

4.6.31 Within the study area features associated with RAF Manston have been recorded, including WWI 

semi-underground hangars (TR 36 NW 1180; MKE92407; TR 36 NW 1203), a 1930s-bombing 

range (TR 36 NW 399), intelligence huts (MKE98029; MKE98029), and a dump of surplus 

equipment from the US use of the site (MKE97568). Most features during the modern period attest 

to the military importance of the area, including WWI use of the Union Workhouse as a military 

hospital (TR 36 NW 1196), gun emplacements (TR 36 SE 754; TR 36 SE 753; TR 36 NE 548), 

WWII defences and roadblocks (TR 36 NE 2166; TR 36 NW 1065; TR 36 NW 1050; TR 36 SW 

408), trenches (TR 36 NW 398; TR 36 SE 31; TR 36 NW 1151; TR 36 NW 1140; TR 36 NW 1161; 

TR 36 NW 1221), Auxiliary unit- tunnels (TR 36 NW 1201), -observation post (TR 36 NE 2421) and 

-base (TR 36 NW 1200), and a further twenty pillboxes. 
 

4.6.32 Several buildings and structures relating to the modern period are extant. These are described in 

table 4.2 (on site) and table 4.3 (off site), and include an assessment of their potential significance. 
 

 
Table 4.2 Airfield related extant structures on the site 

 

Reference 
UID 

Name Site phase Description Assessment of group 
significance 

 

TR 36 NW 
881 

T2 Hangar WWII By 1940, with the development of aircraft, the Air Ministry, 
in collaboration with Teesside Bridge & Engineering, 
developed the Type T series hangar. The first design was 
the T2; a standard steel-fabricated unit of welded-and- 
bolted construction covered with galvanised corrugated 
iron, 22-gauge for the roof and 24-gauge for the walls. 
Manstonôs remaining T2 hangar underwent a rebuild 
during the 1980s that included a new floor, walls, roof 
cladding and re-wiring & electrics. Only the steel frame 
remains of the original WWII construction. 

Despite rebuilding during 
the 1980ôs, the original 
steel frame remains and 
could be considered to be 
of significance for historic 
interest, particularly when 
grouped with other WWII 
structures. 

 

TR 36 NW 
882 

Civil 
Control 
Tower 

Recent        Following the departure of the RAF in 1999 a new control 
tower was constructed to the requirements of the CAA for 
civilian use. It was built over an existing pyrotechnic store 

Relates to recent use of 
the airport and of little 
historic significance. 
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Reference 
UID 

Name Site phase Description Assessment of group 
significance 

 

which it is believed to have been built after the USAF left 
Manston in 1958. 

 

TR 36 NW 
883 

Crash Fire 
Station 

USAF Manston Airport emergency crash fire station was built by 
the USAF in 1957 and was in use until the airportôs 
closure in 2014. Much of the building is original 
construction although a viewing tower was subsequently 
added and the garage frontage was extended by 2.0m in 
2000 to accommodate larger pump engines. 

Relates to the USAF use 
of the site and is of 
historic significance when 
grouped with TR36 
NW894. 

 

TR 36 NW 
884 

Mechanical 
Transport 
Hangar 

Recent The mechanical transport hangar has been confused with 
earlier World War Two hangars that have been 
demolished since 1945. The current mechanical transport 
hangar was built c.1960 by Invicta Airlines to house and 
maintain Douglas DC4 aircraft. 

Relates to recent use of 
the airport and is of little 
historic significance. 

 

TR 36 NW 
885 

Aircraft 
Dispersal 
Bay 

WWII Built c.1940 this site is the only World War Two concrete 
dispersal bay surviving at Manston. It was used for the 
parking and protection of aircraft from enemy fighters and 
bombers and is surrounded by a protective earthwork 
bank on its northern side. A modern corrugated metal 
storage bunker currently sits on the bay. 

Relates to the WWII use 
of the site and is of 
significance for historic 
interest, although it 
comprises a limited 
survival of a much larger 
scheme. 

 

TR 36 NW 
886 

RAF 
Manston 
Control 
Tower 

WWII-recent The former RAF Manston control tower built c.1941 was 
used until it was succeeded by the civilian control tower 
(TR 36 NW 882) in 1999. The building is believed to be a 
12096/41 Night-fighter station watch office design with a 
portion built up to the level of the upstand beam with a 
new level added above at a later unknown date. The 
control tower has undergone many structural and 
cosmetic changes during its history with, most recently, 
the addition of cladding to the exterior. 

Of significance for historic 
interest, but diminished by 
extensive structural and 
cosmetic changes since 
WWII. 

 

TR 36 NW 
887 

Office 
Building 

Recent A post 1980 brick-built office building adjacent to the RAF 
control tower (TR 36 NW 886) used for airfield 
engineering. 

Relates to recent use of 
the airport and is of little 
historic significance. 

 

TR 36 NW 
888 

RAF Battle 
HQ 

WWII During the Second World War in common with most 
airfields RAF Manston had an armoured structure which 
was used to co-ordinate the defence of the airfield in case 
of land or air attack. It seems that these were built to a 
standard design incorporating a square observation post 
with 360 degree viewing apertures and a 'bomb proof' cap. 
Underneath are a series of brick built plotting and 
communication rooms. 

Relates to WWII use of 
the site and is of historic 
significance, although the 
majority of related 
defensive structures are 
no longer extant. While 
views across the site 
contribute to this assets 
significance, these relate 
to the more open site 
layout during the first part 
of WWII and intervisibility 
with features which are no 
longer extant. 

 

TR 36 NW 
889 

Civil 
Terminal 

Recent From about 1962 a part of RAF Manston was given over 
to civilian use as Manston Airport. The remainder of the 
airfield remained in the hands of the USAF. The original 
terminal building was constructed in 1962 and was 
replaced by a new terminal in 1989. 

The original USAF 
building was replaced by 
the current structure, 
which relates to recent 
use of the airport and is of 
little historic significance. 

 

TR 36 NW 
894 

Royal 
Observer 
Corps 
Listening 
Post 

USAF A small concrete underground chamber built c1962 from 
where it was intended to monitor radioactive fallout in the 
event of nuclear attack. It formed part of the UK Warning 
and Monitoring Organisation, a national network of nuclear 
monitoring posts built between 1956 and 1964. It closed in 
1991. 

Relates to the USAF use 
of the site and is of 
significance for historic 
interest and has thematic, 
if not functional, links with 
TR36 NW883. 

 

TR 36 NW 
892 

Runway WWII- 
Recent 

RAF Manstonôs 3,000 yard tarmac 3-parallel runways 
were built in 1943 and were specifically designed to 

Initially constructed for 
WWII activity, it is of 
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Reference 
UID 

 

Name Site phase Description Assessment of group 
significance 

 

accept aircraft making crash-landings. Prior to the 
runwaysô construction, aircraft took off and landed on a 
series of grassed runways to the north of the current 
runway. During the 1950s the tarmac was replaced with a 
concrete runway. It is the tenth longest civilian runway in 
the United Kingdom. 

significance for historic 
interest, as preserving the 
line and form of the earlier 
runway. 

 
 
 

Table 4.3 Airfield related extant structures close to the site 
 

Reference 
UID 

Name Site phase Description Assessment of group 
significance 

 

TR 36 
NW 890 

RAF 
Intelligence 
Hut 

WWII A wooden structure sited on the main camp side of the 
airfield. During WWII it was home to Station Intelligence 
from August 1940 to March 1943. Visitors included 
Churchill, Gen. Montgomery and Charles De Gaulle. The 
intelligence hut is currently home to Ramsgate Air Cadets. 

Relates to WWII use of 
the site and is of 
significance for historic 
interest. It does not retain 
clear visual links to 
related heritage assets, 
but takes significance 
from its association with 
the wider airfield. 

 

TR 36 
NW 1180 

Subterranean 
WWI hangar 

WWI Remains of a large hangar, suitable for Handley Page 
bombers and approached by gentle ramps. During WWI, 
the close proximity of the German bomber bases and the 
presence of active and aggressive naval flying units of the 
German navy encouraged the War Office to explore safer 
methods of hangaring at Manston. This aimed at  
removing aircraft from risk of surface bomb-blast by using 
sunken hangars built into the chalk bedrock. Four were 
intended. Two were built, and the other is now completely 
filled in. Now used as a riding school. Associated concrete 
blocks can still be seen. 

Relates to WWI use of 
the site and can be 
considered to be of 
historic and architectural 
significance. 

 

TR 3476 
6519 

Semi-sunken 
Brick Building 

WWII? A rectangular semi-subterranean brick-built bunker at the 
south east boundary of RAF Manston. An exact 
construction date and purpose of the bunker has not yet 
been established, though it is believed to have been built 
during WWII and used by a Fleet Air Arm detachment. It 
was later used as a store for Hoverspeed during the 
1970s. The bunker currently functions as a privately- 
owned garage. 

Potential for WWII group 
value is diminished by an 
uncertain construction 
date and purpose. 

 

TR 36 
NW 891 

Former 
Married 
Quarters 

WWI A row of domestic buildings built c1900 that were used by 
service personnel from WWI as married quarters. The 
houses are now privately owned, though when they were 
sold by the MOD has not been established. 

Of limited WWI and 
potentially also WWII 
group value due to 
uncertainty of alterations 
and private ownership. 

 

 
4.6.33 Additionally, there are 14 potential protected military remains within the study area, 11 of which are 

located within the limits of the site. These assets are detailed in Table 4.4 below. 
 

 
Table 4.4 Protected Military Remains within the study area 

 
Reference UID Name 

 

DKE20136 ME109 
 

DKE20248 BB893 
 

DKE21799 Crash site of Messerschmitt Bf109E-4 



July 2018 
Doc Ref. LON039i1 

25 © Amec Foster Wheeler Environment & Infrastructure UK Limited 

 

 

 

Reference UID Name 
 

DKE21805 Crash site of Heinkel HE 111H-2 
 

DKE21806 Crash site of Messerschmitt BF110D 
 

DKE21807 Crash site of Messerschmitt BF110D 
 

DKE21808 Crash site of Supermarine Spitfire I 
 

DKE21809 Crash site of Supermarine Spitfire I 
 

DKE21823 Crash site of Bristol Blenheim 
 

DKE21825 Crash site of Consolidated B24H Liberator 
 

DKE21826 Crash site of Consolidated B24J Liberator 
 

DKE21827 Crash site of Hawker Typhoon IB 
 

DKE21828 Crash site of Hawker Typhoon IB 
 

DKE21829 Crash site of Heinkel HE111H-2 
 

DKE20136 ME109 
 

DKE20248 BB893 
 

DKE21799 Crash site of Messerschmitt Bf109E-4 
 

DKE21805 Crash site of Heinkel HE 111H-2 
 

DKE21806 Crash site of Messerschmitt BF110D 
 

DKE21807 Crash site of Messerschmitt BF110D 
 

DKE21808 Crash site of Supermarine Spitfire I 
 

DKE21809 Crash site of Supermarine Spitfire I 
 

DKE21823 Crash site of Bristol Blenheim 

 
 

Archaeological events 
 

4.6.34 There has been an extensive and lengthy programme of archaeological investigations undertaken 

within the study area. Archaeological work within the peninsula has revealed notable 

archaeological remains from all periods and provided evidence for settlement, burial, industry and 

agricultural production. Previous archaeological desk studies and investigations on the site and in 

the study area are shown on Figure 5 and significant results are detailed in tables 4.3 for events 

within the site boundary and 4.4 for events within the study area below. 
 

 
Table 4.3 Previous archaeological investigations within the site boundary 

 
Title When Who Details 

 

Manston Aerodrome 
639613 

1944 Ministry of Works Bronze Age features were excavated during the óExcavation on 
Defence Sites 1939-1945ô project. A mostly destroyed ring ditch 
of a barrow and two burials were examined (TR 36 NW 34). No 
grave goods were recovered. 
Report: Grimes, W. F., 1960 Excavations on Defence Sites 1939-
1945, Pages 1-248 

 

Way/Manston Airfield 
639598 

1944 Ministry of Works A possible Iron Age to Roman Age industrial settlement (TR 36 
NW 182) was excavated after archaeological remains were 
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Title When Who Details 

   identified during construction of the Monkton gas pipeline. The 

   site included pits, a ditch, a wall foundation, and smaller finds 

   such as a plumb bob, bronze pins, iron slag, Potin coins, and 
bones. Pottery dating to the late 14th century and 16th to 17th

 

   century was also found. 

   Report: Grimes W. F., 1985, Kent Archaeological Society, 

   Archaeologia Cantiana: being contributions to the history and 

   archaeology of Kent, Vol 102, Page 59 

 

Thanet Gas Pipeline, 
 

1971 
 

Canterbury 
 

Excavation for North Sea gas pipeline. 30 sites were 
Phase I  Archaeological investigated, of which 28 were previously unrecorded. The sites 
EKE3995  Trust range in date from the Iron Age to Medieval period and include 

   the Jutish Cemetery (TR 26 NE 13). 

   Report: Operation Gas Pipe: Thanet Section (1973) No. 30 

   pages 298-301 

 

Lord of the Manor 
 

1976-7 & 
 

Isle of Thanet 
 

Excavations of a Neolithic enclosure, and Bronze Age barrow 
639618 1977-82 Archaeological and ring ditch (TR 36 NE 132. 

  Unit Reports: 1977, Kent Archaeological Society, Archaeologia 

   Cantiana: being contributions to the history and archaeology of 

   Kent, Vol 92, Pages 245-5 

   Isle of Thanet Archaeological Unit Publication ï Interim report 

 

Monkton Gas Pipeline: 
 

1983-4 
 

Isle of Thanet 
 

This pipeline follows the southern boundary of the site and 
Phases III- IV  Archaeological archaeological remains from the Prehistoric to Post Medieval 
EKE4199  Unit Period were exposed during construction. Associated 

   monuments include a Neolithic pit (TR 26 NE 86), Bronze Age 

   blade and fragments (TR 36 NW 193), burials and a cemetery 

   from the Roman to Early Medieval to Anglo-Saxon Periods (TR 

   36 NW 186, 187 and 189), a Roman Age industrial/settlement 

   site (TR 36 NW 182), and an Iron Age settlement site (TR 36 

   NW 190). 

   Reports: Perkins, D. R. J., 1984, The Thanet gas pipeline Phase 

   III 1983, 78 page 180 (article in serial) and Perkins, D. R. J. 

   1986, The Monkton Gas Pipeline: Phases III & IV 1983-84, CII 

   pages 43-69 (article in serial) 

 

Cliffs End 
 

1984 
 

Isle of Thanet 
 

During excavation to lay the Monkton-Ramsgate gas pipeline 
639614  Archaeological remains of a late Iron Age (possibly continuing into the early 

  Unit Roman period) settlement were encountered (TR 36 NW 190). 

   The pipeline construction cut through pits and exposed animal 

   bone, shells, and pottery sherds. 

   Report: Perkins, D. R. J., 1985, Kent Archaeological Society, 

   Archaeologia Cantiana: being contributions to the history and 

   archaeology of Kent, Vol 102, Pages 63, 64-5 

 

Thorne Farm 
 

1984 
 

Isle of Thanet 
 

A Roman cemetery and an Early Medieval cemetery were 
639609  Archaeological excavated during construction of the Monkton pipeline. The 

  Unit Roman Age cemetery included five inhumations and four 

   cremation burials and grave goods (TR 36 NW187). The Anglo- 
Saxon cemetery was dated to the late 6th to mid 7th century and 

   was three burials, with one grave covered by what may have 

   been a small boat (TR 36 NW 186). 

   Report: Perkins, D. R. J., 1985, Kent Archaeological Society, 

   Archaeologia Cantiana: being contributions to the history and 

   archaeology of Kent, Vol 102, Pages 52-4, 58-61, 63, 66-9 

 

Watching Brief on the 
 

1989 
 

Trust for Thanet 
 

Iron Age, Roman period, WWII, and undated archaeological 
Sparrow Castle ï Manston  Archaeology features were encountered during monitoring of pipeline 
Water Pipeline/ Sparrow   construction. Significant finds include Iron Ages pits containing 
Castle to Manston   pottery (TR 36 NW 368), Roman enclosures (TR 36 NW 205) 
Pipeline, Birchington   and Roman Pits (TR 36 NW 369). 
EKE 8131   Report: Trust for Thanet Archaeology, 1989, An Archaeological 
660252   Watching Brief on the Sparrow Castle ï Manston Water Main 

   (unpublished document) 

 

Geotechnical work at 
 

1999 
 

Foundation and 
 

During geotechnical work associated with the cargo hangers and 
Manston Airport  Exploration apron taxiways, five boreholes and ten trial pits were dug. 
EKE11465  Services  
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Title When Who Details 
 

Report: Foundation and Exploration Services, 1999, Kent 
International Airport Cargo Hangers and Apron Taxiways: 
Factual report on ground investigation. 

 

Evaluation of passenger 
and cargo side taxiways 
and aprons, Manston 
EKE11793 

2000 Trust for Thanet 
Archaeology 

Open area and trench excavations were conducted in four areas, 
resulting in the identification of archaeological features dating 
from the Bronze Age to the Medieval Period (TR 36 NW 466- 
471). 
Report: Trust for Thanet Archaeology, 2001, London Manston 
Airport, Manston, Thanet, Kent: Archaeological Evaluations and 
Investigations of Passenger and Cargo side Taxiways and 
Aprons (unpublished document) 

 

189 Ramsgate Road, 
Broadstairs 
1434919 

2002 Trust for Thanet 
Archaeology 

Prehistoric features and an Iron Age site where identified during 
excavation of a proposed residential development. 
Report: Trust for Thanet Archaeology, 2002, 189 Ramsgate 
Road, Broadstairs, Kent: an archaeological evaluation 

 

Survey of a Second World 
War air raid shelter, 
Manston 
EKE13134 

2004 Kent Underground 
Research Group 

While working near the Manston Airport terminal building, 
contractors broke though into a deep air raid shelter. A chalk cut 
shelter, most likely dating to 1940, was recorded (TR 36 NW 
518). 
Report: Kent Underground Research Group, 2005, Caves and 
Tunnels in South East England ï Part 17 (unpublished 
document). 

 

Trial trenching evaluation 
at the site of a new car- 
park, Manston Airport 

2004 Swale and 
Thames 
Archaeological 
Survey Company 

A series of multi-phase enclosures and a late Iron Age to early 
Roman Period settlement were encountered during excavations, 
which included 52 trial trenches (TR 36 NW 1176). 
Reports: Swale and Thames Archaeological Survey Company, 
2004, Archaeological evaluation of land east of the Kent 
International Airport, Manston, Isle of Thanet, Kent 

 

EDF Substation Site 
1410715 

2005 Museum of 
London 
Archaeology 
Service 

Five trenches were excavated across the proposed substation 
location and identified Bronze Age flints, an undated post hole, 
and an undated pit. This work was informed by an earlier desk- 
based assessment. 
Report: Museum of London Archaeology Service, 2005, EDF 
Substation, Manston, Kent: an archaeological evaluation report 

 

Excavation of area prior to 
pipe installation, Margate 
to Broadstairs 
EKE13336 

2005 Wessex 
Archaeology 

Over 600 archaeological features were recorded during work 
related to the construction of pipeline. The features date to all 
periods form the Neolithic to WWII (TR 36 NE 675, 676, and 
677). 
Report: Wessex Archaeology, 2006, Margate and Broadstairs 
Urban Wastewater Treatment Scheme 

 

Excavations along the 
route of the East Kent 
Access route (A256) 
EKE13407 

2009-11 Oxford Wessex 
Archaeology Joint 
Venture 

Field survey, evaluation trenching, and large-scale excavations 
were undertaken along the East Kent Access route. The 
excavations identified and recorded archaeological features and 
finds dating from the Palaeolithic through to WWII. 
Report: Oxford Wessex Archaeology Joint Venture, 2011, East 
Kent Access (Phase II), Thanet Kent: Post-Excavation 
Assessment Volume 1 

 

Survey of Buildings and 
Structures Associated 
with Manston Airport and 
the Surrounding Areas 

2016 Kent County 
Council 

A survey commissioned by Kent County Councilôs Heritage 
Group, which is designed to provide an updated historic and 
strategic context for Manston airport and highlight extant 
buildings and structures in and around Manston airfield for 
inclusion to the Historic Environment Record. 

 

Geophysical survey 2016 AOC Archaeology 
Group 

The preliminary results of a geophysical survey carried out in 
support of planning application OL/TH/16/0550 identified a 
density of potential archaeological anomalies, mainly to the far 
east, far west and central west of the Site. 
Report: WSP Parsons Brinckerhoff, 2016, Environmental 
Statement, Volume 2, Appendix 10.1, Section 5.2 and Appendix 
C 
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Title When Who Details 
 

Trial trenching 2016 AOC Archaeology 
Group 

Trial trenching was carried out in support of planning application 
OL/TH/16/0550. The results, published in WSP (2017) Land at 
former Manston Airport, Ramsgate, Kent: An archaeological 
evaluation report, are discussed in section 5.2. 

 
 

Table 4.4 Previous off-site archaeological investigations 

 
Title When Who Details 

 

    Excavation of a Beaker 
Burial from Manston 
EKE8123 

1987 Isle of Thanet Excavation of a Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age barrow (TR 36 
Archaeological Unit NE 182) and Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age pits and postholes 
(with Trust for Thanet within the barrow (TR 36 NE 406). 
Archaeology) Report: Perkins, D. R. J. & Gibson, A. M., 1991, A Beaker Burial 

From Manston, Near Ramsgate. Vol CVIII Pages 11-27 

 

Monkton to Mount 1994-5 Canterbury Archaeological investigation in advance of widening of the A253. 
Pleasant (A253 Duelling)  Archaeological Trust Post holes and associated beaker burials and a ring ditch (TR 
EKE8121  (with Trust for Thanet 26 NE 239 & 240), all dating to the Late Neolithic to Early 

Archaeology) Bronze Age, a 12th century farmstead and associated features 
(TR 26 NE 168), and a defensive World War II slit trench (TR 26 
NE 238) were identified during the investigation. 
Reports: Canterbury Archaeological Trust, 1996, Canterburyôs 
Archaeology 1994-1995. 
English Heritage Scheduling Section, 1999, Anglo-Saxon 
Cemetery and Associated Remains at Monkton, 550m North of 
Walters Hall Farm 

 

Excavation at Kent 1994-7 Trust for Thanet Archaeological investigations were undertaken prior to 
International Park, Archaeology development at Kent International Business Park. 
Manston 1997 Archaeological remains excavated include Neolithic to Early 
EKE8388 Bronze Age features and finds (TR 36 NW 397), an Iron Age 

enclosure and associated features and finds (TR 36 NW 359), 
Medieval farmstead (TR 36 NW 246), a WWII slit trench (TR 36 
NW 398) and a RAF bombing range used in the 1930s (TR 36 
NW 399). 
Report: Trust for Thanet Archaeology, 1997, Kent International 
Business Park, Manston 1994-97 (unpublished document) 

 

Evaluation at Laundry 1995 Isle of Thanet Evaluation trenching along Laundry Road included the 
Road, Minster Archaeological Unit excavation of a Late Neolithic to Middle Bronze Age settlement 
EKE8122 (with Trust for Thanet and ditched enclosure (TR 36 NW 177), an Early Medieval or 

Archaeology) Anglo-Saxon inhumation burial in an irregular shallow pit (TR 36 
NW 383), and an Iron Age pit with mammal remains and pottery 
sherds (TR 36 NW 382). 
Report: Trust for Thanet Archaeology, 1995, Archaeological 
Evaluation at Laundry Road, Minster, Isle of Thanet 
(unpublished document) 

 

Evaluation on Land 1996 Trust for Thanet Evaluation conducted on land adjacent to No. 6 Laundry Road, 
Adjacent to No.6 Laundry Archaeology which resulted in no significant archaeological finds. 
Road, Minster, Thanet Report: Trust for Thanet Archaeology, 1996, Archaeological 
EKE8342 Evaluation of Land Adjacent to No.6 Laundry Road, Minster, Isle 

of Thanet 

 

Excavations of an Iron 1996- Colin A. Baker A Middle Iron Age chalk quarry pit and a Roman cave were 
Age pit and a Roman 2007 observed in the section of a modern chalk pit (TR 36 NE 635 & 
cave, Spratling Court 637). Worked flints and pottery, dated from the Late Mesolithic 
Farm chalk pit, Manston to Late Bronze Age, were found in association with the pit and 
EKE12956 cave (TR 36 NE 636). The original discovery was made in 1996 

with additional work undertaken 2003-2008. 
Report: Colin A. Baker, 2010, Excavations of an Iron Age pit and 
Roman cave at Manston in the Isle of Thanet: A report of 
stratigraphic and archaeological investigations at Spratling Court 
Farm chalk quarry, Manston, Kent, 1996-2007. 

 

Watching Brief on Margate 2000 Wessex Archaeology No archaeological remains were found during a watching brief 
& Broadstairs WTW carried out on geotechnical trail-pitting. 
Enhancement Scheme 
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    EKE5692  Report: Wessex Archaeology, 2000, Margate & Broadstairs 
WTW Enhancement Scheme. Archaeological Watching Brief 
During Site Investigation 

 

North Kent Coast Rapid 2002 Wessex Archaeology First part of the pilot study, which involved non-intrusive field 
Coastal Zone Assessment and photographic surveys and identified numerous 
Survey Phase II: Field archaeological features. 
Assessment (Pilot) Report: Wessex Archaeology, 2002, North Kent Coast Rapid 
46565 Coastal Zone Assessment Survey Phase II: Field Assessment 
EWX8094 (Pilot) 

 

Watching brief at 2002 Trust for Thanet Monitoring of road construction; no significant archaeological 
Bradgate Caravan Park,  Archaeology features or finds were observed, though a colluvial deposit was 
Manston Court Road,   recorded which contained worked flints and medieval pottery. 
Margate Report: Trust for Thanet Archaeology, 2003, Bradgate Caravan 

EKE11851 Park, Manston Court Road, Margate, Kent: Evaluation and 
Watching Brief (unpublished document) 

 

Building survey of 2004 Holt and Wooton Ltd A survey of farmyard buildings, including Manston Court 
buildings at Manston (Farmstead MKE87018). 
Court Farm Report: Holt & Wotton, 2004, Manston Court Farm Historic 
EKE12790 Building Report (unpublished document) 

 

Survey of buildings at         2004         Trust for Thanet          A survey of a farm building prior to demolition (TR 36 NW 1017). 
Grove Farm, Manston                  Archaeology                  The barn is dated to 1702 AD and was formally a listed building. 
EKE12055                                                                                           Reports: Trust for Thanet Archaeology, 2004, Grove Farm, 

Manston Road, Manston, Kent: Archaeological Evaluation 
Report 
Trust for Thanet Archaeology, 2005, Grove Farm, Manston 
Road, Manston, Kent: Archaeological Assessment Report 
(unpublished documents) 

 

Survey, North Kent 2005 Wessex Archaeology Numerous archaeological remains were identified and recorded 
Coastal Zone: Phase II, during non-intrusive field surveys. 
Year Two Wessex Archaeology, 2002, North Kent Coast Rapid Coastal 
56751 Zone Assessment Survey: Phase II: Field Assessment Year 2 
EWX8626 Report (unpublished document) 

 

Building survey of a 2007 The Historic Prior to demolition, a WWII Type 24 infantry pillbox was 
pillbox on Manston Road Environment recorded (TR 36 NE 566). 
allotments, Ramsgate Consultancy Report: The Historic Environment Consultancy, 2007, Building 
EKE12291 Recording: Pillbox, Manston Road Allotments, Ramsgate 

 

Watching brief on land 2007 Trust for Thanet During a watching brief on groundworks for piling, a ring-beam 
adjacent to 19 Mount Archaeology and a soakaway pit, archaeological features, indicating 
Green Avenue, Cliffsend settlement in the prehistoric period, dating from the Neolithic to 
EKE12141 Early Bronze Age, were encountered (TR 36 SW 130). 

Report: Trust for Thanet Archaeology, 2007, Land Adjacent to 
19 Mount Green Avenue, Cliffsend, Ramsgate: Archaeological 
Watching Brief Report (unpublished report) 

 

Excavations at Thanet 2007 Trust for Thanet During excavations on the Thanet Earth site prior to 

Earth 2007-2008 Archaeology development, about 1500 feature groups of Neolithic, Bronze 
Age, Iron Age, Roman, Anglo-Saxon, Medieval and post- 
Medieval/modern date were identified. 
Report: Trust for Thanet Archaeology, 2010, Excavations at 
Thanet Earth 2007-2008. Assessment Report Volume 1 
(unpublished report) 

 

Watching brief on 2008 Trust for Thanet During monitoring of geotechnical test pits several Prehistoric, 
geotechnical test pits on  Archaeology Bronze Age, Iron Age and undatable features were identified, 
the East Kent Access   including ditches and a shell midden (TR 36 SE 720, TR 36 SW 
route 235, 236 & 237). 
EKE12316 Report: Trust for Thanet Archaeology, 2008, East Kent access 

Phase 2: Archaeological monitoring of Test Pits (unpublished 
document) 

 

Archaeological evaluation 2013 Wardell Armstrong Archaeological evaluation undertaken at Throne Farm identified 
at Thorne Farm, Kent  Consulting Group one early Iron Age ditch, three undated ditches and a possible 
EKE13367   Roman inhumation (TR 36 NW 109). 
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Title When Who Details 
 

      Wardell Armstrong Archaeology, 2013, Thorne Farm, Kent: 
Archaeological Evaluation Report 

 

4.7 Cartographic Sources 
 

4.7.1 The historic map regression exercise (Table 4.5) reveals how extensively the site has changed 

since the earliest available mapping, with the majority of that change occurring in the 20th Century. 

(© 2016 Envirocheck maps are presented in full at Appendix D). The wider area saw little change, 

other than minor settlement expansion and building change of use, except for areas outside of the 

site boundary but within the study area that were affected by or associated with aviation use of the 

site. 
 

 
Table 4.5 Historic map regression 

 
Source Notes 

 

1877 
OS Map 
1:10,560 

Onsite: The site is shown as large field areas traversed by several roads or trackways. In the east and central 
area of the site, these run north-south, while in the north, the main routeway is aligned east-west. In the south- 
west area of the site a network of routes intersect, with the road later labelled Dunstrete running on an east-west 
alignment via Telegraph Hill. Windmill stones are marked to west of the centre of the site, and a district or 
borough boundary marking is drawn in the western area. The farmstead of Fosterôs Folly is present towards the 
east of the site. 

 

Offsite:  The South-Eastern Railway Line runs in a north-east to south-west orientation to the south-east of the 
site. The 1877 extents of the nearby settlements of Manston to the east, Acol to the north-west, and Way, 
Cliffsend The Freehold, and Minster to the south are detailed, as well as other prominent buildings and 
farmsteads, including Prospect Inn to the west, the Isle of Thanet Union Workhouse to the south of the western 
boundary of the site, Ozengell Grange and Manor House at Lord of the Manor to the east, Vincent Farm, and 
Lydden Farm to the north, and Manston Court, Pouces, Rose Cottage, Cheesemanôs Farm, Alland Grange, 
Cleve Court (including note of an Icehouse present) to the north-west. 

 

1873-1894 

OS Map 
1:2,500 

Onsite: The windmills are identified as flour mills. 
 

Offsite: No significant changes. 
 

 

1888-1899 
OS Map 
1:10,560 

Onsite: A building is now present between the windmill stones, while the eastern area of the site is labelled as 
óSt Lawrence Extraô. 

 
Offsite:  A fever hospital is now present to the north, an infirmary to the east, and additional buildings to the 
south-west of the workhouse. Chalk pits are labelled to the south of the workhouse, east of Way and at Dellside 
and Cheesemanôs Farm. 

 

1896 

OS Map 
1:2,500 

Onsite: No significant changes. 
 

Offsite: A limekiln is identified on Mount Pleasant to the west of the site. 
 

1907 

OS Map 
1:2,500 

Onsite: Osborne Road and roads leading off it to the south encroach on the south-east corner of the site. 
 

Offsite: A series of roads extends south from the south-east end of the site, with occasional buildings. 
 

 

1908 
OS Map 
1:10,560 

Onsite: Further roads are present in the northern area of the site to the south of the pre-existing routeway and in 

the eastern area of the site on its southern boundary. Additional stones are noted south of the windmills. A 
boundary in the east of the site identifies the Stour catchment area. 

 
Offsite:  Extensive road expansion in the regions west of Vincents Farm and around Lydden Farm to the 
immediate north-west and north-east of the site respectively is seen. A cemetery has been added to the west of 
the workhouse and Minster Laundry built to the south of the site. To the east of Manston Court a series of 
properties named Isle of Thanet Union Cottage Homes has been built along with a hospital for infectious 
diseases. The orchards around Way Farm and Minster House have expanded. Brickworks are noted east of 
Cliffsend. 


































