that the signed Statements of Common Ground with these parties are submitted to the
Examining Authority prior to the close of Examination on 18 February 2022.
Notwithstanding this, we have submitted copies of the current status of the SoCGs as at
Deadline 10. For National Grid, this is the confirmed agreed final form and all that remains is
the administrative process of adding signatures. With regards Anglian Water, this is not yet final
but reflects where we understand discussions have progressed to.
,Local authority legal agreements – progress update
At Issue Specific Hearing 6 the ExA requested progress updates on the negotiation of legal
agreements between the Applicant and local authorities, to be provided at every subsequent
deadline (Action 8). The Applicant provided its most recent update at Deadline 9 [REP9001]. The Applicant has sought to prioritise the legal agreements in accordance with
timetables previously reported to the ExA ([REP6-033] Action 6) where a timetable has been
agreed with the relevant local authority. The Applicant sets out below progress with respect to
legal agreements being negotiated with respective local authorities but maintains the position
that such agreements are not a matter of consideration for the ExA in coming to a decision on
the Application because all necessary rights and controls are secured through the DCO itself.
Bedford Borough Council (BBC)
As noted in the Applicant's previous update included in the cover letter to its Deadline 9
submissions [REP9-001], on 21 January 2022 BBC notified the Applicant that it no longer
wishes to progress the legal agreement previously prepared and issued to BBC by the
Applicant.
The Applicant has sought clarification from BBC as to its preferred approach to preparing the
legal agreement. BBC has confirmed that it wishes to use the as-yet-unsigned agreement being
negotiated between the Applicant and Cambridgeshire County Council as a template
document, and has further confirmed it now wishes to re-engage with the Applicant to progress
such an agreement. In light of this confirmation of BBC's position the Applicant will continue to
seek positive engagement with BBC to reach agreement as soon as possible.
Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC)
Following the Applicant issuing a revised draft of the legal agreement to CBC on 13 January
2022, comments/amendments were received from CBC on 2 February. As noted in the
Applicant's Deadline 9 update [REP9-001], CBC requested a short form 'letter agreement',
containing a summary of the key topics to be addressed in the legal agreement, in lieu of the
legal agreement completing by Deadline 10. CBC returned mark-ups of the draft letter
agreement on 14 and 15 February, both of which seek to pre-empt the contents of the legal
agreement and therefore cannot be accepted by the Applicant. At Deadline 10 the anticipated
letter agreement has not been signed but the Applicant nevertheless remains committed to
engaging with CBC on the legal agreement (as it has done to date) to reach agreement as
soon as possible.
Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC)
Since the update provided at Deadline 9 the Applicant and CCC have continued to engage to
progress the draft legal agreement, including holding a series of issue-specific meetings
between their technical teams followed by lawyers' meetings to update the legal
agreement. Significant progress has been made on the outstanding issues since Deadline 9
and the parties continue to engage with urgency with a view to reaching full agreement prior to
close of the examination or as soon as possible thereafter.
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We trust that the above is clear but if you do have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact me using the details below.
Yours faithfully

Anne-Marie Rogers
Senior Project Manager for A428 Black Cat to Caxton Gibbet improvements scheme
Email: info@a428.co.uk
Tel: 0300 123 5000
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