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1 Introduction
1.1 Purpose of this document

 This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared in respect
of the A428 Black Cat to Caxton Gibbet improvements (the Scheme) made
by National Highways Company Limited (National Highways) to the
Secretary of State for Transport (Secretary of State) for a Development
Consent Order (the Order) under section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (PA
2008).

 This SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority (ExA)
where agreement has been reached between the parties to it, and where
agreement has not been reached. SoCGs are an established means in the
planning process of allowing all parties to identify and so focus on specific
issues that may need to be addressed during the Examination.

1.2 Parties to this Statement of Common Ground
 This SoCG has been prepared by (1) National Highways as the Applicant

and (2) East West Railway Company Limited (EWR Co).
 National Highways (formerly known as Highways England) became the

Government-owned Strategic Highways Company on 1 April 2015. It is the
highway authority in England for the strategic road network and has the
necessary powers and duties to operate, manage, maintain and enhance
the network. Regulatory powers remain with the Secretary of State. The
legislation establishing National Highways made provision for all legal rights
and obligations of National Highways, including in respect of the
Application, to be conferred upon or assumed by National Highways.

 EWR Co is a Government owned company set up by the Secretary of State
for Transport in 2018. EWR Co has been tasked by the Government with
the delivery of the East West Rail project (EWR Project). The EWR Project
will connect Oxford and Cambridge by rail.

1.3 Terminology
 In Section 3 of this SoCG:

a. “Agreed” indicates where the issue has been resolved.
b. “Not Agreed” indicates a final position.
It can be taken that any matters not specifically referred to in the Issues
chapter of this SoCG are not of material interest or relevance to EWR Co
and therefore have not been considered in this document. It is recognised
however that engagement between both parties will need to continue due
to their joint vested interest in the area of the Scheme.
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1.4 Status of this Statement of Common Ground
 This is Version 3 of the draft Statement of Common Ground, which has

been agreed with EWR Co for submission for Deadline 10 of the
examination of the DCO application on 15 February 2022.
























































