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Introduction

Purpose of this document

This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared in respect of the
A428 Black Cat to Caxton Gibbet improvements Scheme (the Scheme) made by
National Highways Company Limited (National Highways) to the Secretary of
State for Transport (Secretary of State) for a Development Consent Order (the
Order) under section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (PA 2008).

The Order, if granted, would authorise National Highways to construct a new 10
mile (16km) dual 2-lane carriageway from the Black Cat roundabout to Caxton
Gibbet roundabout and in addition approximately 1.8 miles (3km) of tie-in works.
The Scheme includes the following components:

a. A new three-level grade separated junction at Black Cat roundabout, with the
Al at the lower level, the new dual carriageway on the upper level and a
roundabout between the two at approximately existing ground level. In
addition to slip roads, a new free flowing link between the A421 eastbound
carriageway and the Al northbound carriageway will also be provided.

b. A new grade separated all movements junction will be constructed to the
east of the existing Cambridge Road roundabout to provide access to the
new dual carriageway and maintain access to the existing A428.

c. Atthe Caxton Gibbet roundabout, a new grade separated all movements
junction will be constructed, incorporating the existing roundabout on the
south side of the new dual carriageway and a new roundabout on the north
side. The new dual carriageway will then tie-in to the existing A428 dual
carriageway to the east of the new Caxton Gibbet junction.

d. Inthe vicinity of the new Black Cat junction, direct access onto the Al from
some local side roads and private premises will be closed for safety reasons.
A new local road will provide an alternative route. The existing Roxton Road
bridge will be demolished and replaced with a new structure to the west to
accommodate the realigned A421.

e. New crossings will be constructed to enable the new dual carriageway to
cross the River Great Ouse, East Coast Main Line railway, Barford Road, the
B1046/Potton Road, Toseland Road and the existing A428 at Eltisley.

f. The existing A428 between St Neots and Caxton Gibbet will be de-trunked
and retained for local traffic and public transport with maintenance
responsibility transferred to the local highway authorities.

g. An alternative access will be provided to side roads at Chawston, Wyboston
and Eltisley.

h. There will be safer routes for walkers, cyclists, and horse riders.

This SoCG has been prepared to confirm to the Examining Authority (ExA) where
agreement has been reached between the parties to it, and where agreement
has not (yet) been reached. SoCGs are an established means in the planning
process of allowing all parties to identify and focus on specific issues that may
need to be addressed during the Examination.
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13.2

Parties to this Statement of Common Ground

This SoCG has been prepared by (1) National Highways as the Applicant and (2)
Natural England.

National Highways (formerly known as Highways England) became the
Government-owned Strategic Highways Company on 1 April 2015. It is the
highway authority in England for the strategic road network and has the
necessary powers and duties to operate, manage, maintain and enhance the
network. Regulatory powers remain with the Secretary of State. The legislation
establishing National Highways made provision for all legal rights and obligations
of National Highways, including in respect of the Application, to be conferred
upon or assumed by National Highways.

Natural England is a prescribed consultee for this application under Sections
42(1)(a) and 56(2)(a) of the PA 2008.

Collectively National Highways and Natural England are referred to as ‘the
parties’.

Terminology

In Section 3 of this SoCG:

a. “Agreed’ indicates where the issue has been resolved.

b. “Not Agreed” indicates a final position.

It can be taken that any matters not specifically referred to in the Issues Raised
chapter of this SoCG are not of material interest or relevance to Natural
England’s representation and therefore have not been considered in this
document. It is recognised, however, that engagement between both parties will
need to continue due to their joint vested interest in the area of the Scheme.

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: TR010044

Application Document Ref: TR010044/EXAM/8.3
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2 Record of engagement

211 The parties have been engaged in consultation since the pre-application period
for the Scheme. A summary of the meetings and correspondence that has taken
place between National Highways and Natural England in relation to the
Application is outlined in Table 2-1.

Table 2-1: Record of Engagement

Date He e Key topics discussed
correspondence

31-05-2019 |Letter from Highways |[Notification of statutory consultation.
England

28-07-2019 |Letter (Response to Key topics include:

Statisory Consitation) Natural England’s Discretionary Advice Service (DAS) and

Pre-Submission Screening Service (PSS) for advice to
applicants.

e Biodiversity net gain.

e Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) methodology and
the structure, scope and context of the Preliminary
Environmental Information Report (PEl Report).

o Designated sites and ancient woodland.
o Mitigation.
e Alternatives assessment and route selection.

e The approach to assessment/consideration of air quality,
landscape, biodiversity, geology and soils, population and
health, drainage and water, climate, and cumulative effects.

11-10-2019 [Meeting — Technical Key topics include:
Working Group ¢ EIA and environmental themes.
e Environmental constraints.

e Project timeline.

e Order Limits.

04-02-2020 |Meeting e Update on Scheme design including a Highways England
presentation on the location of borrow pits.

e Update on the Biodiversity assessment:

e Surveys, assessment, mitigation and enhancement.
¢ Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) screening.
e Biodiversity net gain.

e Draft licences for protected species.

e Draft HRA review.

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: TR010044
Application Document Ref: TR010044/EXAM/8.3
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Date Hedi e Key topics discussed
correspondence
Discussion around other EIA matters (reporting, surveys and
modelling, consultation, Design Manual for Roads and Bridges
(DMRB), agriculture, and cumulative) and points raised during
Statutory Consultation; and Black Cat Quarry (Breedon Quarry)
restoration.
15-06-2020 [Meeting (video Key topics include:
conference) e Update on how the Scheme had continued to be developed
and assessed following the previous meeting in February
2020.
e |mpact of COVID-19 on the project and programme.
e Draft HRA.
o Design changes made to the Scheme in recent months,
including the addition of borrow pits.
e The Scheme’s relationship with other projects.
e Supplementary consultation.
e Breedon Quarry.
e Provision of survey data following submission of
Development Consent Order (DCO) application.
e Biodiversity net gain.
e Outline Construction Environmental Management Plan
(CEMP), including soil handling and management.
e Cumulative effects assessment and discussion of cumulative
schemes.
e SoCG.
22-05-2020 |[Discretionary Advice Key topics include:
Service (DAS) letter Scheme design-development.
e HRA.
e Biodiversity Assessment — update on surveys, emerging
assessment and mitigation.
e Biodiversity net gain.
e Agricultural Assessment — to confirm the scope and
approach to the soil surveys.
e Cumulative Effects.
e DMRB update.
e Draft licensing and letters of no impediment.
24-06-2020 |Letter from Highways [Notification of supplementary consultation.

England

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: TR010044
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Date

Form of
correspondence

Key topics discussed

26-06-2020

Discretionary Advice
Service (DAS) letter

Key topics include:

Engagement with Non-governmental Organisations (NGOs)
on biodiversity.

Presentation of design changes.

The project programme.

Mitigation proposals.

Soil quality assessments during Covid19 restrictions.
Update on great crested newts (GCN) survey findings.
Biodiversity net gain.

Soils and agricultural land.

29-06-2020

Meeting (video
conference)

Key topics include:

Overview of embedded and essential mitigation proposals, in
particular landscape and biodiversity mitigation proposals.

Landscape planting and bats.
HRA report update.

Procedure for contacting the relevant District Licensing
officer.

Biodiversity net gain.

Schedule of mitigation.

15-07-2020

Discretionary Advice
Service (DAS) letter

Key topics include:

Minutes of meeting 29-06-2020 are agreed.

Natural England notes Covid19 impacts on soil survey and
that details will be shared once available.

Breedon Quarry.

Cumulative schemes.

21-07-2020

Letter (Response to
Supplementary
Consultation)

Key topics include:

Natural England involvement in Scheme development to
date.

Natural England has no significant concerns to raise
regarding the changes that are the subject of the
supplementary consultation.

Natural England is broadly supportive of the proposed
environmental mitigation and enhancement measures
outlined in the document.

Natural England welcomes the inclusion of additional land for
landscape mitigation and biodiversity enhancement.

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: TR010044
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Date Hedi e Key topics discussed
correspondence
e Construction mitigation measures to protect watercourses.
e Land used temporarily.
e Borrow pits.
e Designated sites.
30-07-2020 |Meeting (video Key topics include:
conference)

e Habitat creation and integration.
e Soil surveys.

e Breedon Quarry.

e Bats.

e East West Rail.

e Liaison with NGOs.

e Cumulative schemes.

e SoCG.

e Biodiversity net gain.

e Surveys and survey data.

e Protected species licensing.
e Environmental Masterplan.
¢ HRA.

e Supplementary consultation.

19-08-2020 |Discretionary Advice Key topics include:

Service (DAS) letter | 1. trict Level Licensing (DLL) for GCN.
e Presence of water vole.

e Survey Update.

e Environmental masterplan feedback.

e Ecological Reports.

¢ HRA.

e Soil surveys during Covid-19.

25/08/2020 |Email from Highways |Email attaching the meeting minutes from the meeting held on
England to Natural 30 June. Email thanked Natural England for providing the DAS
England advice.

04/09/2020 |Email from Highways |Email asking Natural England if they have received the draft
England to Natural HRA and for their availability so Highways England can arrange
England another meeting to review the outcomes of the HRA.

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: TR010044
Application Document Ref:TR010044/EXAM/8.3
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Date Hedi e Key topics discussed
correspondence
04/09/2020 |Email from Natural Email confirming Natural England have received the draft HRA
England to Highways |report, and accompanying documents. Natural England explain
England they are looking forward to receiving copies of the draft ecology
reports, especially the bat report, as this will be crucial to a fully
informed view of the HRA.
Natural England explained that they are dealing with high
volumes of casework and they are available for a telecall through
the latter part of September into October.
21/09/2020 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England providing dates of availability for the
England to Highways |next meeting. Email asks Highways England to provide
England shapefiles of the Scheme.
28/09/2020 |Email from Highways |Email with Highway England available dates and a suggested
England to Natural meeting date and time. Email explaining Highways England will
England look into providing the shapefiles to Natural England.
29/09/2020 |[Email from Highways |Email providing Natural England with the draft agenda for the
England to Natural meeting tomorrow [30™ September 2020].
England
30-09-2020 |Meeting (video Key topics include:
fi . . . .
conference) e Habitats and species: overview of findings and proposed
mitigation.
e Biodiversity net gain.
e Protected sites.
e Protected species licensing.
04-11-2020 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to Highways England confirming
England to Highways |that, in relation to the submitted draft Habitats Regulations
England Assessment: No Significant Effects Report, that Natural England
is satisfied that there is sufficient information to rule out likely
significant effects for water quality impacts.
12-02-2021 [File transfer (email) File transfers issued by Highways England to Natural England

from Highways England

to Natural England

containing the following information:
Baseline data and assessment findings for bats.

o Draft Habitats Regulations Assessment: No Significant
Effects Report.

e Draft Badger licence.

e Draft GCN District Level Licensing enquiry form.

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: TR010044
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Date Hedi e Key topics discussed
correspondence
23-03-2021 [Meeting (video Key topics include:
conference) e DCO application update.
e Summary and outcomes of the EIA process.
e Continuing surveys.
e Species licensing and Letters of No Impediment.
e Habitats Regulations Assessment and Elsworth Wood Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).
e SoCG.
28/04/2021 |Email from Highways |Email explaining Highways England envisages a need for regular
England to Natural dialogue going forward on the project to help minimise the
England number of issues carried forward into the Examination.
Highways England asks for a meeting to discuss the bat survey
data recently obtained from the East West Rail Company, and
how this relates to our HRA findings
05-05-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to Highways England including an
England to Highways |advice letter in relation to the draft badger licence application.
England
13-05-2021 |Email from Highways [Email from Highways England to Natural England on:
E:g:::g to Natural e Progress on the GCN District Level Licence (DLL)
applications to Natural England and NatureSpace.
e Sharing a bat survey report prepared by the East West Rail
Company.
27-05-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to Highways England on
England to Highways |consideration of
England . L . .
e Bat connection (flightlines etc) in relation to Elsworth Wood
SSSI.
e The requirement of an air quality assessment at Elsworth
Wood SSSI
e The hydrological linkages between the Scheme and Elsworth
Wood SSSI.
04-06-2021 |Letter from Highways |Letter from Highways England to Natural England responding to
England to Natural points and matters raised in their correspondence dated 05-05-
England 21 regarding the draft badger licence application.
04-06-2021 |Email from Highways |Email from Highways England to Natural England issuing the

England to Natural
England

draft Statement of Common Ground between both parties, for
initial review and comment.
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Date Hedi e Key topics discussed
correspondence
08-06-2021 |Email from Highways |Email from Highways England to Natural England explaining that
England to Natural the Scheme would have no impact on Barbastelle bats at
England Elsworth Wood SSSI.
10-06-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to Highways England with advice on
England to Highways |barbastelle bats in relation to the Eversden and Wimpole Woods
England SAC. Natural England does not consider there is sufficient
information available to rule out likely significant effect in regard
to the Eversden and Wimpole Woods SAC bat population.
10-06-2021 |Letter from Natural Letter detailing Natural England’s relevant representation for the
England to the Planning |DCO.
Inspectorate
23-06-2021 |Email from Highways |Email from Highways England to Natural England requesting a
England to Natural response on the correspondence regarding the draft badger
England licence application (04-06-21).
25-06-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to Highways England containing an
England to Highways |attachment of the reviewed SOCG.
England
07-07-2021 [Email from Natural Email from Natural England to Highways England following up
England to Highways |on the correspondence regarding the draft badger licence
England application (04-06-21 and 21-06-2021). Prior to issuing a Letter
of No Impediment, Natural England require consideration of the
additional recommended mitigation relating to prevention of the
spread of badger borne disease to nearby susceptible livestock,
within 2km of the development (see point 5.6. of the advice letter
for further details).
08-07-2021 |Email from Highways |Email from Highways England to Natural England responding to
England to Natural advice on barbastelle bats in relation to the Eversden and
England Wimpole Woods SAC (from 10-06-2021) confirming that the
points raised will be responded to formally through the relevant
representations.
09-07-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to Highways England requesting re-
England to Highways |[sending GCN data to DLL individuals.
England
13-07-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to Highways England responding to
England to Highways |advice on barbastelle bats in relation to the Eversden and
England Wimpole Woods SAC (from 08-07-2021) confirming that there is
not enough evidence with which to base the conclusions reached
of no LSE.
13-07-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to Highways England outlining

England to Highways
England

comments on Otters in review of Chapter 8, Biodiversity and
Appendix 8.7 of the Environmental Statement.
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Date A Key topics discussed
correspondence
13-07-2021 [Email from Highways |Email from Highways England to Natural England outlining
England to Natural wording associated with badgers to be included in the First
England Iteration EMP.
15-07-2021 |Letter from Natural Letter of No Impediment in relation to the draft badger licence
England to Highways |application issued by Natural England to Highways England.
England
20-07-2021 |[Email from Highways |Email from Highways England to Natural England attaching the
England to Natural technical note relating to Eversden and Wimpole Woods Special
England Area of Conservation bat population.
20-07-2021 [Meeting (video Meeting discussing SOCG positions around ongoing surveys,
conference) Great Crested Newts, HRA, Bats, Otter, Badger and Biodiversity
Net Gain.
04-08-2021 |Email from Highways |Email from Highways England to Natural England requesting
England to Natural availability for a meeting on the bat data collected and the
England impacts of the Scheme on Eversden and Wimpole Woods SAC.
Outline lighting details of the Scheme provided to Natural
England.
16-08-2021 |Email from Highways [Email from Highways England to Natural England following up
England to Natural the request in the above row.
England
17-08-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to Highways England confirming
England to Highways |availability.
England
20-08-2021 [Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England issuing a copy
Highways to Natural of the draft SOCG for information, to be submitted to the ExA at
England Deadline 1 on 31-08-2021.
23-08-2021 [Workshop (video Workshop to:
fi
conference) e Discuss the bat survey data and evidence gathered as part
of the Biodiversity assessment;
e Evaluate the conclusions drawn from the Habitats
Regulations Assessment to identify areas of agreement; and
e Agree the content of a position statement requested by the
Examining Authority at an Issue Specific Hearing held on 18
August 2021 for submission at Deadline 1 of the
Examination.
24-08-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England issuing the

Highways to Natural
England

proposed bat survey scope.

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: TR010044
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Date Hedi e Key topics discussed
correspondence
24-08-2021 [Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England issuing the
Highways to Natural draft joint position statement for Natural England’s input on
England matters related to Habitats Regulations Assessment and
mitigation.
25-08-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways detailing the
England to National review of the proposed bat survey scope issued on 24-09-2021.
Highways
25-08-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways detailing
England to National Natural England’s position within the joint position statement on
Highways matters related to Habitats Regulations Assessment and
mitigation.
25-08-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England issuing the
Highways to Natural meeting minutes and presentation slides related to the bat
England workshop on 23-09-2021.
26-08-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England responding in
Highways to Natural detail to Natural England’s review of the proposed bat survey
England scope.
26-08-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways providing
England to National clarification on the proposed bat survey scope.
Highways
27-08-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways with minor
England to National amendments to the meeting minutes related to the bat workshop
Highways on 23-09-2021.
07-09-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways requesting
England to National dates for submission of a draft licence application for GCN in
Highways Cambridgeshire.
09-09-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England detailing the
Highways to Natural scope of the further bat surveys that was submitted to the
England Examination at Deadline 1.
20-09-2021 [Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England updating the
Highways to Natural position on barbastelle bat and GCN licensing. National
England Highways received a licence for barbastelle bats on 17-09-2021
and plan to submit a draft licence for GCN in Cambridgeshire by
the end of September 2021.
21-09-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways confirming

England to National
Highways

who would be attending Issue Specific Hearing 3 and requesting
a call to discuss related matters.

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: TR010044
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Date L (L Key topics discussed
correspondence
21-09-2021 [Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England requesting a
Highways to Natural call back to discuss Issue Specific Hearing 3 matters.
England
22-09-2021 |[Call between National [Call held between National Highways and Natural England to
Highways and Natural |discuss matters likely to be raised and/or require responses in
England Issue Specific Hearing 3.
29-09-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England, sharing the
Highways to Natural draft Position Statement on matters relating to design principles
England and planting at attenuation basins for comment.
30-09-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways confirming that
England to National Natural England did not intend to join a call on the draft Position
Highways Statement on matters relating to design principles and planting at
attenuation basins.
04-10-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England, sharing a
Highways to Natural further draft of the Position Statement detailing matters related to
England design principles and planting at attenuation basins circulated to
Natural England and other host authorities for input at Deadline 3
of the Examination.
04-10-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways confirming
England to National their satisfaction with the draft Position Statement and that it had
Highways no further comments to make.
12-10-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England sharing a bat
Highways to Natural mitigation note in advance of a meeting planned for 13 October
England 2021 in response to Action Point 1 of Issue Specific Hearing 3.
13-10-2021 [Meeting between Meeting between National Highways to Natural England in
National Highways and [response to Action Point 1 of Issue Specific Hearing 3, to
Natural England address the following:
“...ahead of survey results, without prejudice, discussions to
occur between Applicant and Natural England (NE) regarding
potential barbastelle bat mitigation measures”.
National Highways issued meeting minutes to Natural England
on 15/10/2021.
13-10-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England requesting
Highways to Natural review of the updated SOCG.
England
22-10-2021 [Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways containing the

England to National
Highways

reviewed SOCG.
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Date Hedi e Key topics discussed
correspondence
25-10-2021 [Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways requesting the
England to National unredacted version of Appendix 8.5 Bats of the Environmental
Highways Statement.
25-10-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England providing the
Highways to Natural unredacted version of Appendix 8.5 Bats of the Environmental
England Statement.
25-10-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England setting out the
Highways to Natural agenda for the next meeting on 02/11/2021, including:
England e Mitigation for bats embedded in the Scheme.
e Update on ongoing Barbastelle investigations.
e Update on Great Crested Newt draft licence application.
e Dates for subsequent meetings leading up to a report on
Action Point 1 for Deadline 4.
28-10-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways attaching a
England to National marked up version of the Bat Mitigation Note. Natural England
Highways also noted some observations / recommendations regarding bat
boxes for Barbastelle, and highlighted that the National Trust has
been undertaking bat surveys at Wimpole.
02-11-2021 |Meeting Meeting between National Highways and Natural England
discussing the progress on bat surveys. Meeting minutes and
slides were shared with Natural England on 03/11/2021.
02-11-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England sharing a Joint
Highways to Natural Position Statement relating to potential Barbastelle bat mitigation
England measures.
The information presented in the Joint Position Statement is to
be augmented into a wider Technical Note called ‘9.54
Barbestelle Bat Survey and Mitigation Table Technical Note’ and
submitted to the Examination at Deadline 4.
02-11-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways confirming
England to National general agreement with the information within the Joint Position
Highways Statement and asking for confirmation on whether the final round
of crossing point surveys would be completed w/c 1 November
2021.
03-11-2021 |Email Email from National Highways to Natural England with meeting
minutes and presentation slides for the Bat update meeting and
requesting comments back from 4th November 2021.
03-11-2021 |Email Email from Natural England to Highways England advising they

have no comments on the bat update meeting minutes or
presentation slides.
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Date Form of Key topics discussed
correspondence

03-11-2021 |Email Email from Natural England to Highways England requesting a
tidied-up version of the SoCG.

03-11-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England sharing the

Highways to Natural version of the SOCG submitted at Deadline 4 of the
England Examination.
04-11-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England with details of
Highways to Natural the Barbastelle survey dates.
England

04-11-2021 |Email Email from National Highways to Natural England with
confirmation of the date for ending hibernation assessment for
the bat survey.

04-11-2021 |Emaill Email from Natural England to National Highways with some
minor changes/additions to the SoCG and asking why there is no
reference to the Joint Position Statement discussion.

04-11-2021 |Email Email from National Highways to Natural England advising them
that their SoCG comments will be added to the SoCG draft and
that they will add a reference to the Joint Position Statement.

04-11-2021 |Email Email from Natural England to National Highways advising them
to add the refence to the JPS to the SoCG and send it back to
them so they can add additional comments.

04-11-2021 |Email Email from National Highways to Natural England advising them
that the information presented in the position statement will be
augmented into a wider technical note to update on the progress
of the bat surveys.

04-11-2021 |Email Email from National Highways to Natural England to confirm their
tracked changes had been incorporated into the SoCG to be
submitted a D4 and advising any extra changes would need to
be made a D6.

04-11-2021 |Email Email from Natural England to National Highways thanking them
for confirmation of timeframes for the ongoing bat surveys.

04-11-2021 |Email Email from Natural England to National Highways thanking them
for document references and clarification on updates for the
SoCG.

17-11-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England detailing the

Highways to Natural agenda for the progress meeting scheduled for 23-11-2021.
England
19-11-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England with response

Highways to Natural
England

to Natural England’s comments on Bat mitigation.
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23-11-2021 [Meeting between Meeting between National Highways and Natural England to
National Highways and |discuss mitigation for bats, progress on ongoing barbastelle
Natural England investigations, Joint Position Statement and draft GCN licence.
Meeting minutes were issued on 26-11-2021.
24-11-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England issuing the
Highways to Natural recording of the meeting on 23-11-2021.
England
24-11-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways attaching
England to National Natural England’s responses to the previous review of the bat
Highways mitigation document and embedded transect plan comments in
Appendix 8.5 of the Environmental Statement.
25-11-2021 [Meeting between Meeting between National Highways and Natural England to
National Highways and |discuss agenda items for the upcoming hearings.
Natural England
26-11-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England with draft GCN
Highways to Natural licence submission.
England
29-11-2021 [Meeting between Meeting between National Highways and Natural England to
National Highways and |discuss biodiversity and agenda items in advance of hearings.
Natural England
30-11-2021 |Email Email from National Highways to Natural England with meeting
minutes and presentation slide from the HRA/Bat progress
meeting.
30-11-2021 |Email Email from National Highways to Natural England with minutes
prior to issue specific hearings on Appropriate Assessment.
30-11-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways highlighting
England to National key points, from Natural England’s HRA guidance, which has led
Highways Natural England to the view that consideration of impacts to
Eversden and Wimpole Woods SAC should progress to the
Appropriate Assessment stage.
07-12-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England attaching
Highways to Natural National Highways’ responses to Natural England’s further
England comments on bat mitigation provided by email on 24-11-21.
09-12-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways issuing the

England to National
Highways

amended SOCG ahead of Deadline 6.
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10-12-2021 [Meeting between Meeting between National Highways and Natural England to
National Highways and |discuss the need for Appropriate Assessment and why Natural
Natural England England does not consider the information National Highways
has provided (or will have provided once final surveys are
complete) should be assessed at the HRA screening stage.
10-12-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways attaching a
England to National marked up version of 'A428 Scheme - responses to Natural
Highways England’s comments on outline bat mitigation’ with Natural
England's detailed comments.
13-12-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England clarifying
Highways to Natural wording with regard to Appropriate Assessment within the
England SOCG.
13-12-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways with slightly
England to National amended wording with regard to Appropriate Assessment which
Highways National Highways inserted into the SOCG.
14-12-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England distributing
Highways to Natural meeting minutes following the meeting on Appropriate
England Assessment on 10-12-2021.
14-12-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England distributing the
Highways to Natural version of the SOCG to be submitted at Deadline 6.
England
14-12-2021 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways suggesting a
England to National minor amendment to the SOCG to be submitted at Deadline 6.
Highways
14-12-2021 [Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways suggesting
England to National some amendments to the meeting minutes following the meeting
Highways on Appropriate Assessment on 10-12-2021.
Natural England also suggest much of the Appropriate
Assessment is already embedded in the HRA: No Significant
Effects report as well as some points for further consideration.
15-12-2021 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England advising that
Highways to Natural the minor amendment to the SOCG raised on 14-12-2021 will be
England updated for the next iteration at Deadline 10.
16-12-2021 [Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England distributing

Highways to Natural
England

finalised minutes from recent meetings on 25 November 2021,
29 November 2021 and 10 December 2021.
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17-12-2021 [Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England issuing the

Highways to Natural Appropriate Assessment Note submitted to the ExA at Deadline

England 6 of the Examination and providing further thoughts on bat
crossing mitigation. National Highways also provided example
bat mitigation crossings for the A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon
improvements.

07-01-2022 [Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways asking if the

England to National meeting being held today will include a slot to discuss
Highways outstanding matters relating to the justification of survey
approaches.
07-01-2022 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England stating the
Highways to Natural focus of the meeting will be on crossing points. National
England Highways suggests an additional meeting next week to discuss
Written Questions and Appropriate Assessment and anything
else that is not covered during the meeting.
07-01-2022 |Meeting between Meeting between National Highways, Natural England, and the
National Highways, Local Authorities to discuss bat crossing points.
Natural England, and
the Local Authorities

07-01-2022 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England sharing the
Highways to Natural recording of the meeting on bat crossing points.
England

10-01-2022 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways with early sight
England to National of Natural England’s thoughts on the 3™ round of Written
Highways Questions.

12-01-2022 |Meeting between Meeting between Natural England and Highways England
Natural England and discussing changes to the method statement within the
Highways England submitted draft GCN licence application required before formal

submission.

13-01-2022 |Email Email from National Highways to Natural England with meeting
minutes and presentation slides from the last bat mitigation
meeting.

13-01-2022 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways confirming on

England to National the basis of the information and proposals provided with regard
Highways to the submitted draft GCN licence application, Natural England
sees no impediment to a licence being issued, should the DCO
be granted (subject to the changes to the method statement
discussed on 12.01.2022).
18-01-2022 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England with copies of

Highways to Natural
England

the updated Barbastelle Bat Surveys and Mitigation Technical
Note and HRA Report to inform Appropriate Assessment.
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18-01-2022 [Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways acknowledging
England to National receipt of the updated Barbastelle Bat Surveys and Mitigation
Highways Technical Note and HRA Report to inform Appropriate
Assessment and advising that they would comment at Deadline
9.
19-01-2022 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England with an
Highways to Natural amended version of the SOCG for Natural England comment.
England
19-01-2022 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways requesting the
England to National East West Rail 2020 Bat Survey.
Highways
20-01-2022 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England, resending the
Highways to Natural East West Rail 2020 Bat Survey (this was previously distributed
England to Natural England in May 2021).
20-01-2022 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England asking for
Highways to Natural clarification with regard to Written Question 3.3.4.2 (d).
England
20-01-2022 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways requesting the
England to National Deadline 5 Examination submission ‘9.60 Updated Bat Surveys
Highways 2021 Technical Note.’
20-01-2022 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England confirming the
Highways to Natural bat-related documents submitted as part of the Environmental
England Statement (Appendix 8.5: Bats) and the recent submissions to
the Examination (9.60 Updated Bat Surveys 2021 [REP5-010],
9.54 Barbastelle Bat Surveys and Mitigation Technical Note (Rev
3) [REP6-027] and 9.54 Barbastelle Bat Surveys and Mitigation
Technical Note - Rev 4 [REP8-009]. These were also distributed
to Natural England for completeness.
24-01-2022 [Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways requesting a
England to National summary of the transect, crossing point and static detector
Highways surveys (from 2018 to 2021).
24-01-2022 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England attaching a
Highways to Natural summary of the transects, crossing points and static detector
England surveys from 2018 to 2021.
25-01-2022 [Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways asking
England to National whether a Letter of No Impediment will be sought for bats.
Highways
25-01-2022 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England confirming that

Highways to Natural
England

National Highways will not be seeking a Letter of No Impediment
for bats as no EPS Licence for bats is required for the Scheme.

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: TR010044
Application Document Ref:TR010044/EXAM/8.3 18



national
highways

A428 Black Cat to Caxton Gibbet improvements
Statement of Common Ground with Natural England

Date Hedi e Key topics discussed
correspondence

25-01-2022 [Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England with details of
Highways to Natural the Biodiversity Pre-commencement Plan submitted at Deadline
England 8 of the Examination.

26-01-2022 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England with a link to
Highways to Natural the A428 Complete Bat Survey Results as submitted to the
England Examination at Deadline 9.

27-01-2022 [Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways attaching the
England to National marked up version of the final SOCG.
Highways

27-01-2022 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England confirming
Highways to Natural their submissions at Deadline 9 of the Examination.
England

27-01-2022 [Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways confirming
England to National they had an additional submission to be issued to the ExA at
Highways Deadline 9 and confirming that this would be re-sent to the ExA.

01-02-2022 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways acknowledging
England to National receipt of the ‘Complete Bat Survey Results’ [REP9-032].
Highways

02-02-2022 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England setting out the
Highways to Natural approach for Deadline 10 and the timescales involved.
England

03-02-2022 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways thanking
England to National National Highways for their email on 2/2/2022, and agreeing to a
Highways meeting before the end of Examination on 09/02/2022.

03/02/2022 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England with meeting
Highways to Natural invite to discuss outstanding matters on 09/02/2022.
England

03/02/2022 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England with proposed
Highways to Natural wording to confirm the conclusion of no adverse effect on the
England integrity of Eversden and Wimpole Woods SAC.

07/02/2022 [Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England with the
Highways to Natural updated SOCG, updated HRA: Report to inform Appropriate
England Assessment and Draft responses to Natural England comments

made at Deadline 9.
09/02/2022 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways thanking

England to National
Highways

National highways for the information sent through on
07/02/2022. Natural England provided initial comments
embedded to aid discussion in the meeting on 09/02/2022.
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09/02/2022 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England thanking
Highways to Natural Natural England for their initial feedback.
England
09/02/2022 |Meeting between Meeting between National Highways and Natural England to
National Highways and |discuss the outstanding actions ahead of Deadline 10.
Natural England
09/02/2022 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England circulating the
Highways to Natural meeting recording from the meeting that took place on
England 09/02/2022. Natural England confirmed receipt of the recording.
10/02/2022 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways confirming no
England to National further comments on the responses to Natural England’s
Highways Deadline 9 submissions and confirming that Natural England
were generally satisfied with the amendments to the updated
HRA: Report to Inform Appropriate Assessment. Natural England
also shared their draft response to the ExA’s Rule 17 letter.
10/02/2022 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways with
England to National suggested amendments to the proposed wording to confirm the
Highways conclusion of no adverse effect on the integrity of Eversden and
Wimpole Woods SAC.
10/02/2022 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways with
England to National comments on the updated SOCG.
Highways
10/02/2022 |Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England thanking
Highways to Natural Natural England for the feedback received and confirming that
England National Highways will forward the draft in-combination
assessment for information on 10/02/2022.
10/02/2022 [Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England attaching the
Highways to Natural draft in-combination assessment for information.
England
10/02/2022 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways advising the
England to National name and position of the individual to sign the SOCG from
Highways Natural England.
10/02/2022 [Email from National Email from National Highways to Natural England with updated
Highways to Natural draft responses to Natural England’s Deadline 9 submission
England [REP9-056].
10/02/2022 |Email from Natural Email from Natural England to National Highways thanking

England to National
Highways

National Highways for the in-combination assessment
information.
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10/02/2022 [Email from National
Highways to Natural

England

Email from National Highways to Natural England advising
Natural England of documents to submit at Deadline 10 of the
Examination.

11/02/2022 |Email from Natural
England to National

Highways

Email from Natural England to National Highways thanking
National Highways for the updated draft responses to Natural
England’s Deadline 9 submission [REP9-056].

11/02/2022 |Meeting between
National Highways and
Natural England

Meeting between National Highways and Natural England
discussing residual issues ahead of Deadline 10 of the
Examination.

11/02/2022 |Email from Nati