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1.0 SUMMARY 

 

1.1 I am Jonathan Paul Cage, a Chartered Civil Engineer with over 31 years of experience providing 

expert advice on highway design projects.  I am Managing Director of Create Consulting 

Engineers Ltd who are an award winning multi-disciplinary civil, structural, and environmental 

engineering consultancy with offices in Norwich, London, Glasgow, Milton Keynes and 

Chelmsford.  I have extensive experience in the preparation and design of Highway Schemes 

and Active Travel Corridors, throughout the UK.  I am also a resident of South Walsham and 

currently travel the route the subject of the DCO Inquiry daily. 

 

1.2 I have been instructed by Chris Gates of Burlingham Cottage Gardens Association (BCGA) to 

act as an expert witness in relation to their concerns in relation to the impact that the 

proposed A47 Blofield to North Burlingham Dualling Scheme will have on the life choices, 

sustainability and general health and wellbeing of the residents of all ages of North 

Burlingham and the surrounding villages.  These representations are also supported by 

Burlingham and Lingwood Parish Council and Hemblington Parish Council. 

 

1.3 BCGA are generally in support of the dualling of this section of the A47 which in most people’s 

eyes is now well overdue being provided.  Their main concern however is that the existing A47 

has created a distinct barrier between the villages to the north and south of the route for 

several years, especially for residents wishing to travel between the villages on foot or on bike. 

The village is also not connected for pedestrian and cycling to the east to the main Market 

Town Acle.   It is these two areas which these representations will focus on. 

 

1.4 Many of the villages are cut off from services such as catchment schools, shops, leisure 

facilities, employment opportunities, local and regional travel such as bus and rail services due 

to the A47T.  The introduction of the new A47 Dualling in this area mainly offline should 

provide an excellent opportunity to solve a number of these existing issues, however the 

scheme which has been presented to this Inquiry falls short especially in relation to north 

south pedestrian and cycling connections and links to the east towards Acle.   

 

1.5 We believe that the introduction of an Active Travel Underbridge as well as an Active Travel 

Corridor extension to the east connecting Acle with Burlingham will make a major difference 

to the health and wellbeing of the residents within the Lingwood and Burlingham Parish. 

 

1.6 We believe that these measures are deliverable and if integrated into the scheme design now, 

will provide a good return on investment.  Not only in terms of facilitating the shared use of 

facilities between villages but providing a strategic cycling link which could then be 

interconnected into the National Cycle Network which would help connect the Norfolk Broads 

to the villages to the south of the A47 and further south of the River Yare. 
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1.7 These relatively small improvements we believe could be readily incorporated into the 

scheme, without detrimentally impacting on the proposed delivery programme of the overall 

project or the outcome of this DCO Inquiry process.  

 

1.8 We have outlined what we believe could be a typical programme for developing the outline 

design further, along with an initial budget cost for the proposed changes. 

 

1.9 The representation will show that the introduction of our proposed changes to the scheme 

will provide a range of opportunities for residents in the area to integrate socially, to share 

services, and facilities and generally improve social mobility.   

 

1.10 With the above points in mind, I respectfully request that the Inspector takes on board the 

above points and requests that Highways England and its consultants rapidly review their 

design proposals and incorporate both the Underbridge and the Eastern Link to Acle. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 I am Jonathan Paul Cage, a Chartered Civil Engineer with over 31 years of experience providing 

expert advice on highway design projects.  I am Managing Director of Create Consulting 

Engineers Ltd who are an award winning multi-disciplinary civil, structural, and environmental 

engineering consultancy with offices in Norwich, London, Glasgow, Milton Keynes and 

Chelmsford.  I have extensive experience in the preparation and design of Highway Schemes 

and Active Travel Corridors throughout the UK.  I am also a resident of South Walsham and 

currently travel the route the subject of the DCO Inquiry daily. 

 

1.2 I have been instructed by Chris Gates of Burlingham Cottage Gardens Association (BCGA) to 

act as an expert witness in relation to their concerns in relation to the impact that the 

proposed A47 Blofield to North Burlingham Dualling Scheme will have on the life choices, 

sustainability and general health and wellbeing of the residents of all ages of North 

Burlingham and the surrounding villages.  These representations are also supported by 

Burlingham and Lingwood Parish Council and Hemblington Parish Council. 

 

1.3 BCGA are generally in support of the dualling of this section of the A47 which, in most people’s 

eyes, is now well overdue being provided.  Their main concern however is that the existing 

A47 has created a distinct barrier between the villages to the north and south of the route for 

several years, especially for residents wishing to travel between the villages on foot or on bike. 

The village is also not connected for pedestrian and cycling to the east to the main Market 

Town Acle.  It is these two areas which these representations will focus on. 

 

1.4 The first section of the representations will focus on the current issues and explain how they 

have prevented the sustainable integration of the villages such as North Burlingham, 

Lingwood, Hemblington, South Walsham and Upton.  Many of the villages are cut off from 

services such as catchment schools, shops, leisure facilities, employment opportunities, local 

and regional travel such as bus and rail services.  

 

1.5 The introduction of the new A47 Dualling in this area mainly offline should provide an 

excellent opportunity to solve a number of these existing issues, however the scheme which 

has been presented to this Inquiry falls short especially in relation to north south pedestrian 

and cycling connections and links to the east towards Acle.   

 

1.6 The representations will then outline some proposed changes which we believe should be 

incorporated into the scheme.  We believe that these are deliverable and, if integrated into 

the scheme design now, will provide a good return on investment.  Not only in terms of 

facilitating the shared use of facilities between villages but providing a strategic cycling link 

which could then be interconnected into the National Cycle Network which would help 

connect the Norfolk Broads to the villages to the south of the A47 and further south of the 

River Yare. 
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1.7 These relatively small improvements we believe could be readily incorporated into the 

scheme, without detrimentally impacting on the proposed delivery programme of the overall 

project or the outcome of this DCO Inquiry process. We have outlined what we believe could 

be a typical programme for developing the outline design further, along with an initial budget 

cost for the proposed changes. 

 

1.8 The representation will show that the introduction of our proposed changes to the scheme 

will provide a range of opportunities for residents in the area to integrate socially, to share 

services and facilities and generally improve social mobility.   
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2.0 BARRIER TO SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL 

 

2.1 The A47T runs east west through the county of Norfolk linking the port of Great Yarmouth on 

the eastern coast with Peterborough and the Midlands to the west.  It is an important strategic 

highway route which is heavily used by Freight users, holiday traffic and general residents and 

businesses within the County of Norfolk.   

 

2.2 The Blofield to Burlingham section of the A47T is a single carriageway section of the route, 

which is subject to a 50 mph speed limit mainly for safety reasons.  This section of the A47T is 

often completely saturated and due to the funnelling effect of traffic having to merge from a 

dual carriageway into a single carriageway, there are often long queues at both the eastern 

and western approaches to the single carriageway section.  As a result, in busy periods there 

is often a continuous stream of traffic flowing along this section of the A47T with very few 

breaks in the traffic, making it very difficult to either cross or gain access to the road. 

 

2.3 There have been several fatalities along this section of the A47T and it has been recognised 

by Highways England (HE) and Norfolk County Council (NCC) that this section of the A47T has 

required upgrading for a number of years.  Therefore, when HE announced funding 

commitments for three significant upgrades of the A47T in the Norwich Area including North 

Tuddenham to Dereham, Thickthorn Interchange and the Blofield to Burlingham Dualling, it 

was the Blofield to Burlingham Dualling which was given priority in terms of delivery. The 

scheme is intended to start in January- March 2022-23 and be completed by 2024-25 with an 

estimated budget of between £50m - £100million. 

 

Vehicular Access 

 

2.4 The A47T has physically split the parish of Burlingham and Lingwood for years.  With the ever-

increasing number of vehicles using the route it has become almost impossible to cross the 

road by vehicle, on foot or bike in busy periods, which causes significant issues with access to 

schooling and local services for the residents of Burlingham.  The barrier effect however has 

a much wider impact than just on these two villages.  Any vehicles wishing to cross the A47T 

in this area would have to negotiate at grade crossings; none of them having deceleration/ 

acceleration lanes and many requiring crossing of a central reservation.  

 

HGV Access\Sugar Beet 

 

2.5 The main junction in the centre of this scheme is where the B1140 South Walsham Road 

crosses the A47T and is currently the primary route for sugar beet wagons from the farms to 

the north of the A47T and all round the Broads to gain access to the British Sugar Factory at 

Cantley.  During campaigns there can be at times almost back-to-back sugar beet wagons 

passing through this junction trying to cross the A47T and the central reservation.  Whilst the 

crossing is in a 50mph section, the size and weight of these vehicles make it impossible for 
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them to pull out at speed and therefore there is a real risk of serious accidents occurring in 

this location.   

 

2.6 The area to the north of the A47T is predominantly agricultural and therefore the B1140 is 

often used by a wide range of large and slow-moving agricultural vehicles, whether it be farm 

machinery itself or 44 tonne sugar beet vehicles used to take the crops off to processing or 

market. 

 

2.7 The nearest grade separated crossing points are the substandard junction arrangements at 

Blofield Heath or even further to the west at Cucumber Lane roundabout or to the east at 

Acle.  This results in vehicles often taking a considerable detour just to be able to access the 

A47T safely, adding to increased vehicle mileage and congestion, along with traffic travelling 

through interconnecting villages such as South Walsham, Panxworth and the town centre of 

Acle. 

 

Pedestrian and Cycleway Links 

 

2.8 With respect to existing pedestrian and cycling crossing points there are no formal crossing 

points anywhere on the section between Blofield Heath and Acle, even though there are 

several footpaths which link up to the A47 including Burlingham FP1 and Burlingham FP3. See 

Appendix A for Existing Footway and Bridleway Routes in the area.  There is no formal 

footpath/cycleway link between North Burlingham and its current catchment primary school 

in Lingwood, and no footpath cycleway link to the catchment secondary school in Acle. 

 

2.9 In my view I do not believe that there are any safe pedestrian and cycling crossing facilities 

anywhere along this section of the trunk road. 

 

Access to Public Transport 

 

2.10 At present North Burlingham and Burlingham are not served by any public transport, even 

though the express bus service the X1 Yarmouth to Peterborough passes the village every half 

hour on the A47.  It currently does not stop at the village as any detour currently would add 

too much time to the overall journey time, with the bus struggling to turn off the A47 into 

Burlingham travelling in a westerly direction and again to regain access when travelling in an 

easterly direction. To access this extremely useful service any resident of Burlingham and 

Lingwood would need to currently travel by car to Acle to pick up this bus. 

 

2.11 The next nearest bus service is the 15A which connects Lingwood with Norwich, this is a very 

irregular service, providing poor interconnectivity with other areas. Again, there is no safe 

accessible way that any resident to the north of the A47T could reach this service. 
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Access to Local Rail Services 

 

2.12 The nearest rail station to North Burlingham is located 1.8km to the south in Lingwood on the 

Norwich to Great Yarmouth line. Well within easy walking and cycling distance.  This service 

has recently been upgraded as part of the Greater Anglia Franchise and now has this benefit 

of high-quality new trains which link into Norwich City Station and further afield using intercity 

links to London and Cambridge.  Currently there is no safe accessible way that residents of 

North Burlingham can access this service due to the A47T. 

 

2.13 The next nearest station is 3.5km to the east in Acle, again the only way residents of North 

Burlingham can access this service now is by car, as there is no safe footpath/cycleway link to 

the town and the railway station. 

 

Bridleways 

 

2.14 Both the areas to the north and south of the A47T have a number of large equestrian facilities 

and horse riders are regularly observed on the wide range of country lanes.  At present there 

is no safe facility where a horse could currently cross the A47T, therefore significantly 

restricting access for this important road user in the area, limiting opportunities for this rural 

based industry. 

 

Local Services 

 

2.15 At present North Burlingham has no village shop, pub, restaurant or primary school.  All these 

facilities are available within the parish albeit located to 1.6km south of the A47T within 

Lingwood. In addition, there is a full range of services available in Acle including supermarkets, 

post office, butchers, primary and secondary schools, doctors and healthcare, professional 

services, pubs, and restaurants. Unfortunately, the only way of accessing these at present is 

by car, and even that is difficult in peak hours.  There are no footpath/cycleway links, even 

though Lingwood is in easy walking and cycling distance and Acle would be readily accessible 

by cycling and walking. 

 

Gateway to the Broads 

 

2.16 For a long time the B1140 South Walsham Road had been identified as one of the key access 

routes for holiday makers wanting to gain access to the Broads. Wroxham is signposted from 

the trunk road network in this location.  During the holiday season these routes can be heavily 

used by a wide range of vehicles with the A47T being readily grid locked if there has been an 

accident further to the east on the Acle straight. During these times it becomes impossible to 

not only cross the A47T as a pedestrian or a cyclist, but also as a driver of a vehicle. 
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3.0 NEED TO TRAVEL 

 

3.1 The 2011 census data confirms that the population of the Lingwood and Burlingham Parish 

was 2,643 residents, with average age of the residents being 43 which is generally of working 

age.  See Appendix B for an extract of the Census Results.  Out of the people who travelled to 

work rather than working at home who 85 % used their private car or were a passenger in a 

car and van.  A very small percentage 4.5% walked and 1.7% cycled to work, 4% used rail and 

a mere 2% used the bus service.  

 

3.2 51% of the trips to work were between 10km to 20km which probably indicated that they 

worked in or around the City of Norwich. There was however a reasonable percentage of 28% 

of people who travelled less than 10km to work and 17% less than 5km which would be readily 

cyclable and walkable especially.  This however does not correlate with the number of people 

using these modes to travel to work which would suggest that people who could be 

encouraged to not use their private car are currently being deterred for some reason in this 

area.  I believe that this is a direct result of the barrier to sustainable travel caused by the 

existing A47T and lack of safe walking and cycling facilities. 

 

3.3 No existing walking or cycling survey has been undertaken by Highways England to inform the 

current scheme design and my client was informed when challenging this position that it was 

considered that there was no need due to what was perceived was a low demand.  This is 

clearly incorrect and does not consider the fact that the existing A47T has formed a barrier to 

these modes for years, hence why very few people either cycle or walk between Burlingham 

to the north and Lingwood to the south.  

 

3.4 The 2011 census shows us that there was a total of 152 children of primary school age and a 

total of 271 secondary/sixth form age living in the Parish.  The catchment for the Lingwood 

primary school includes North Burlingham to the north of the A47T. It is not possible from the 

census data to be able to identify how many of the primary school age children in the parish 

live to the north of the A47T, however at the moment they are severely disadvantaged by 

being physically cut off from their school resulting in the only way of accessing it, being a car 

journey which in itself is not at all easy in the peak am period due to congestion and queuing. 

See Appendix C for Primary School Catchment. 

 

3.5 With respect to secondary and sixth form age children the catchment school for the parish is 

Acle High School 3.5 km to the east.  As previously stated, there is no footway or cycleway link 

between the parish and Acle and therefore the only way that children can get to school is by 

a special school bus or private car. See Appendix D for Secondary School Catchment. 

 

3.6 BCGA have organised a petition of over 1036 signatures who have all requested that a safe 

pedestrian and cycling crossing facility be provided along this section of road, whether that be 

in the form of an overbridge or an underbridge. 
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3.7 The widespread introduction of electric bikes has now opened cycling for a lot wider range of 

users, enabling cyclists to now ride further than before and enabling the mode to be a real 

alternative to the private car.  If Burlingham and Lingwood are going to enjoy this enhanced 

freedom, then the provision of the Active Travel Underbridge and Link to the east are 

essential.  
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4.0 HIGHWAYS ENGLAND SCHEME 

 

4.1 The scheme that is the subject of this DCO application whilst greatly improving the safety of 

vehicle movements wishing to use the B1140 South Walsham Road to both access and egress 

the A47T, along with crossing the road to reach villages such as Lingwood and Cantley, does 

very little to improve footpath cycleway links between the villages.  In my view this is huge 

opportunity which is missed. 

 

4.2 The introduction of a dual carriageway along this section of the A47 and the removal of the 

vehicles crossing the central reservation is going to lead to the road speed limit being 

increased to 70mph.  This will without a doubt increase the barrier effect of the A47 unless 

other measures are put in place to assist footway/cycleway/bridleway movements. 

 

4.3 The proposed scheme now relies on the two new structures to the east and west of the 

scheme to provide safe footway/cycleway facilities.  On the western end there will be a new 

2.5m wide footway provided immediately adjacent to the carriageway on the new overbridge.  

The footway will then be extended to the east linking with the existing footway to the west of 

Dell Corner Lane, therefore providing a continuous link into North Burlingham. Although it is 

assumed that cycling movements will need to be undertaken on carriageway. 

 

4.4 The crossing point to the east is to be formed by the new B1140 South Walsham Overbridge, 

with again only 2m footway shown immediately adjacent to the carriageway terminating just 

to the south of the eastbound access slip.  Thus, providing no direct link to any other 

footway/cycleway network and effectively dropping cyclists and pedestrians onto what is a 

heavily used HGV route especially during Sugar Beet Campaign time and the holiday seasons.  

This footway provision does not even connect with the access track which is proposed along 

the southern side of the A47T which would at least enable a link to Lingwood Road and other 

footpath links to the south. 

 

4.5 All cycling movements again would need to be on carriageway which again in this area around 

the B1140 South Walsham Junction is unlikely to be safe especially with the number of HGVs, 

especially over the new bridge.  

 

4.6 There is also no continuation of a footway/cycleway to the east linking into Acle.  Clearly it 

would be unsafe for cyclists to use the upgraded A47T in this area.  

 

National Guidance  

 

4.7 The recently published Local Transport Note 1/20 Published by the Department of Transport 

LTN 1/20 in July 2020, which is a nationally important guidance note which has been issued to 

all Local Authorities who will have to demonstrate that they have given due consideration to 

this guidance when designing new cycling schemes and when applying for Government 

funding that includes cycle infrastructure.  This states in Paragraph 1.1.2 that: 
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Only schemes with a minimum score of 70% under the Cycling Level of Service CLoS, no critical 

fails under the Junction Assessment tools JAT no red scored turning movements will generally 

be considered for funding.   

 

4.8 See Appendix E for extract of LTN 1/20. 

 

4.9 The scheme currently being promoted by the HE completely fails to deal with cycling 

movements along this corridor and even more importantly how they would cross it.  The 

B1140 South Walsham/A47T junction does not provide any cycling facilities at all, resulting in 

this arrangement clearly failing the JAT as outlined in LTN 1/20. 
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5.0 PROPOSED ACTIVE TRAVEL UNDERBRIDGE 

 

5.1 To address the issues raised in Sections 2, 3 and 4 of this report, we believe that a new 

underbridge located close to where Main Road connects to the current A47T to the east of 

North Burlingham would provide a major benefit to the residents of North Burlingham and 

Lingwood as well as the wider area both north and south of the facility. 

 

5.2 The underbridge with connecting footway/cycleway links from Dell Corner Lane and a crossing 

facility of the old A47T would provide a high-quality safe crossing point for pedestrians, cyclists 

and potentially horse riders to cross the new road alignment.  The underpass would be 

designed to have a minimum headroom of 2.7m and would have between 1.5m to 2m depth 

of cover under the carriageway.  The underpass will provide separated footpath/cycleway 

links with associated ramps either side meeting current accessibility standards. The underpass 

would enable horse riders to cross the A47T albeit it is expected that they would need to 

dismount to prevent conflict with pedestrians and cyclists. 

 

5.3 The structure would be formed by reinforced concrete walls, covered by precast concrete 

beams, the underpass can be completely constructed offline at the same time as the main 

works are being constructed. See Drawing Number E21-067003-001 for a Proposed General 

Arrangement.  

 

5.4 The underpass will cause minimal visual intrusion in the area and there will be no additional 

landscape impact. 

 

5.5 There are no known ground conditions which would prevent the construction of this feature 

in this area.  It is also proposed that the surface water that would possibly collect within the 

underpass will either be pumped up to the swale system running along the A47T or subject to 

availability of acceptable soakage rates at depth, drained to a new soakaway.  

 

5.6 It is not intended that the underpass will be lit, as none of the connecting road and access 

routes are currently.  Therefore, it has been assumed that users would use the same lighting 

arrangements that they do already when travelling on the rural lanes.  

 

5.7 The underpass will link with the proposed access track which is proposed along the southern 

alignment of the A47T which will then able pedestrians and cyclist to use the remainder of 

Lingwood Road to connect into the villages to the south.  

 

5.8 The benefit of this new crossing point is that it will provide a much-needed safer crossing point 

of the A47T which will be clear of the HGV route and the traffic on the B1140.  There is a real 

possibility with the introduction of the grade separated arrangement at the B1140/A47T 

junction that traffic movements could significantly increase through this junction, especially 

HGV movement servicing the agricultural industries north and south of the A47T. 
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6.0 PROPOSED ACTIVE TRAVEL CORRIDOR LINK TO ACLE 

 

6.1 The other aspect which we strongly believe needs to be added to the scheme and will be a 

real opportunity lost if not included, is the provision of dedicated footway/cycleway from 

North Burlingham through to the Windle allowing a link to be provided all the way into Acle.  

As outlined in Section 3 of this report Lingwood and North Burlingham are in the Secondary 

School catchment for Acle High.  A footway/cycleway link which connects to the underpass 

outlined in Section 5 above would provide a high-quality link between Burlingham North and 

Acle, as well as enabling villages to the south also to use this route. There is sufficient space 

to provide some form of physical separation to the new road alignment, with appropriate 

fencing at key locations should provide an attractive and important link.  See Drawing Number 

E21-067-03-002 showing proposals for Active Travel Link to Acle. 

 

6.2 Whilst we believe that the best solution would be for this to be constructed with asphalt or 

some other form of sealed surface, if budgets did not allow, a more rural solution would be 

acceptable using a bound gravel. Again, we do not expect this to be lit and drainage would be 

simply to run off and soak to adjoining verges.  It may be possible to recycle some of the 

former carriageway which is now becoming redundant in the construction of this facility, 

keeping down waste and reducing any additional costs. 

 

6.3 The construction of this facility would cause minimal disruption to the overall construction 

process, and we strongly recommend that this link is included. 
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7.0 BUDGET COSTS AND PROGRAMME 

 

7.1 Both the Active Travel Underbridge and the Active Travel Corridor to Acle have been designed 

to enable the works to be completed within the current red lines shown on the Order Plans.  

This should hopefully cut down any need for re-consultation etc if these schemes were going 

to be included within the scheme.   

 

7.2 With respect to the completion of the design we believe that this could easily be completed 

within around two months which should enable more detailed plans to be submitted as part 

of this Inquiry, if the Inspector considered that there was real merit in their inclusion in the 

scheme. 

 

7.3 An initial estimate for the provision of the underbridge is £660,000, which does not include 

land costs.  If however this was not included at this stage any potential retrofitting of a crossing 

once the road was open, is likely to cost at least 4 times this cost. 

 

7.4 The estimate for the construction of the Active Travel Corridor Link to Acle is £389,000.  Again, 

as mentioned this could be significantly reduced by using recycled materials for subbase and 

surfacing. The cost of potentially retrofitting a footway/cycleway link along this route is likely 

to be considerably more than the above. 
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8.0 OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND NATIONAL CYCLEWAY NETWORK 

 

8.1 One of the major benefits that the above Active Travel Underbridge and Active Travel Corridor 

Link can provide the opportunity to strategically extend the National Cycleway Network to 

connect the Broads National Park.  At the moment the National Cycleway Network does not 

connect to the Broads with Cycle Route No 1 connecting Norwich with areas to the south and 

north.  Cycle Route No 31 goes as far as Reedham where it terminates. It clearly looks like the 

intention was with Route No 31 that it would extend north using Reedham ferry and connect 

to the Broads.  See Appendix F for a plan showing the National Cycleway Network. 

 

8.2 With the construction of the Active Travel Underbridge, there is a real opportunity to extend 

Cycle Route No 31 north from Reedham through Lingwood across the A47 using the new 

underbridge then using Dell Corner Lane, up into South Walsham then onto Woodbastwick, 

Salhouse and Wroxham all on relatively quiet rural roads. To the east the new link to Acle 

would enable a route to be extended to Filby and Ormesby connecting up with Route 517 

which runs along the coast, all using lightly trafficked rural lanes. This would enable a large 

area of the Broads to be readily opened up to cyclists from the south, helping improve tourism 

and generally accessibility to this important National Park. See Appendix G for a plan showing 

how it could be extended. 
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9.0 CONCLUSIONS 

 

9.1 In principle BCGA supports the proposed A47 Blofield to North Burlingham Dualling Scheme, 

our concern relates to the lack of consideration to footpath and cycling crossing points.  This 

has also been picked up by Norfolk County Council who have raised the same objection to the 

delivery of the scheme.  It the scheme is constructed as currently planned it will have a 

significant impact on the social mobility of the existing residents both north and south of the 

A47T.  The route has caused a significant barrier to movement for years with an impact on 

decisions such as schooling, shopping, travel to work, leisure opportunities and general 

sustainable travel.   

 

9.2 The construction of the new scheme should attempt to address these issues; however, we 

feel that as currently proposed it falls short in a number of areas. We are in real danger if this 

is not changed now that we are missing several major opportunities to not only address these 

local issues but also miss out on making sure that the villages can improve their sustainability 

and take part in future advances in sustainable travel such as electric bikes and scooters.  

 

9.3 We believe that it is essential that a new Active Travel Underbridge is included within the 

scheme and that an Active Travel Link is provided to the east connecting Acle.  This would 

open up access for children to walk and cycle to school, residents to reach shops, healthcare 

and other essential facilities without having to use their car.  It will make the Parish of 

Burlingham and Lingwood well connected with easy access to the rail stations at Lingwood 

and Acle enabling journeys to destinations further afield through connections to Norwich.  

 

9.4 The other major advantage to the proposed changes is that they give a real opportunity to 

provide an affordable extension to the National Cycle Way network linking the Norfolk Broads 

National Park into this network.  

 

9.5 Our initial design work has shown that there are no cost or programme issues which should 

prevent the scheme from being included and we believe that now is the time to address this 

issue rather than trying to retrofit some form of crossing in future years. 

 

9.6 With the above points in mind, I respectfully request that the Inspector takes on board the 

above points and requests that Highways England and its consultants rapidly review their 

design proposals and incorporate both the Underbridge and the Eastern Link to Acle. 
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