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7. Landscape and Visual Effects 

7.1 Introduction 

 This Chapter presents the assessment of the landscape and visual effects 
associated with the Scheme in the form of a Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment (LVIA). This Chapter presents the regulatory framework, 
assessment methodology, study area, existing and future baseline, mitigation 
measures, residual effects, monitoring and summary. 

 Figures were produced to illustrate the context of the Scheme and provide 
information about landscape designations, visual constraints, character. Figures 
provided with the assessment (TR010034/APP/6.4) include: 

• Figure 7.1 Landscape Designations & National Landscape Character 

• Figure 7.2 Local Landscape Character 

• Figure 7.3 Scheme Level Landscape Character Areas 

• Figure 7.4 Viewpoints 

• Figure 7.5 Indirect Viewpoints (Within PDNP) 

• Figure 7.6 Zone of Theoretical Visibility (2 km) 

• Figure 7.7 Zone of Theoretical Visibility (10 km) 

• Figure 7.8 Visual Effects Drawing 

• Figure 7.9 Verified views (Sheets 1- 43)  

 The chapter is also supported by the following appendices (TR010034/APP/6.5):  

• Appendix 7.1 – Visual Effects Schedules  

• Appendix 7.2 – Background Photography 

• Appendix 7.3 – Arboricultural Impact Assessment  

 Effects are assessed for both the winter year of opening (when all the mitigation 
elements would be in place, but the mitigation planting is not yet fully effective) 
and the summer of year 15 (when mitigation planting has become established 
and contributes to the landscape and visual resource).  

7.2 Legislative and Policy Framework 

Landscape Legislation and Policy 

 This assessment has been undertaken in accordance with the following current 
legislation, along with relevant national, regional, and local plans and policies.  
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 GLVIA3 recognises (para. 2.23) that ‘professional judgement is a very important 
part of LVIA. While there is some scope for quantitative measurement of some 
relatively objective matters much of the assessment must rely on qualitative 
judgements’. This is supported by DMRB LA 107 (para. 2.9) which states that 
many aspects of LVIA, including magnitude of change, are not objective and may 
require professional judgement. 

 The assessment was undertaken by two chartered Landscape Architects (LA’s) 
experienced in LVIA and their professional judgement was used in line with 
GLVIA3. 

 The approach to assessment has comprised desktop study and site survey to 
establish the nature and extent of potential receptors, to identify likely sensitivity, 
and to record the potential landscape and visual effects of the Scheme. 

 Landscape receptors with the potential to experience change as a result of the 
Scheme comprise the elements and features of the landscape which are key 
contributors to the local landscape character (such as woodlands, distinctive 
individual trees, rural lanes or watercourses) and the overall landscape character 
area. An understanding of the direct physical effects of the Scheme on 
landscape elements and features informs the assessment of the significance of 
the overall effect on landscape character. 

 The visual receptors with potential to experience change as a result of the 
Scheme comprise people in specific locations such as residential properties, 
community facilities, places of work, public rights of way (PRoW) or roads. The 
assessment of the effects on visual is supported by illustration of typical views of 
the Scheme. 

 The assessment of landscape and visual effects includes consideration of the 
following: 

• Seasonal differences with or without the Scheme including summer with foliage 
and winter without foliage. This includes for assessment at winter Year 1 but 
not summer year 1 this is because the majority of woodland planting would be 
whips within plant guards so there would little discernible visual difference. 

• Where woodland mitigation is proposed both winter year 15 and summer year 
15 seasonal changes have been considered  

• Both day and night-time situations with or without the Scheme. 

• The effect of changes to or the removal of key existing landscape features (for 
example the removal of prominent existing individual mature trees or changes 
to a watercourse).  

• The effect of temporary construction activity (for example, presence of plant, 
temporary buildings, materials stockpile areas, compounds, and construction 
traffic movements along haul routes). 

• The effect of the introduction of new highway infrastructure (for example, 
earthworks, cuttings, carriageways, bridge structures, underpasses, signage 
and lighting). 

• The effect of vehicles travelling along the Scheme. 

• Wider forces for landscape character and visual change. 
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Landscape and Townscape Effect Assessment 

 The assessment process for landscape and townscape effects includes the 
following: 

• Definition of the study area 

• Production of the landscape baseline  

• Assessment of the sensitivity of the landscape receptor, these are: 

− National Character Area (NCAs) 

− Landscape Character Area (LCAs) 

− Landscape Character Type (LCTs) 

− Scheme Level Landscape Character Area (SLLCAs) 

− Scheme Level Townscape Character Area (SLTCAs) 

− Landscape and landscape related designations 

• Consideration of the ‘Special Qualities’ of the Peak District National Park  

• Assessment of the effect of the Scheme on landscape and landscape related 
receptors at opening year (Winter Yr. 1) and design year (Summer Yr. 15) 

• Proposed mitigation measures as a component of the iterative design process 
to avoid, reduce and where possible remedy adverse effects 

• Assess the significance of the residual landscape effects at opening year 
(Winter Yr. 1) and design year (Summer Yr. 15) taking account of the 
establishment of mitigation measures. 

Visual Effect Assessment 

 The assessment process for visual amenity effects includes the following: 

• Determination of the extent of potential visibility of the proposals 

• Identification of receptors and evaluation of sensitivity 

• Assessment of magnitude of change 

• Proposed mitigation measures as a component of the iterative design process 
to avoid, reduce and where possible remedy adverse effects 

• Assessment of the significance of the residual visual effects. 

Consultation 

 Details of the consultation undertaken to inform this assessment are presented in 
the Introduction chapter (Chapter 1) and the Consultation Report 
(TR010034/APP/5.1). 

 However, in addition to this, technical leads for the landscape assessment 
undertook a formal consultation with the Peak District National Park Authority 
(PDNPA) to agree the assessment of indirect effects in the Peak District National 
Park (PDNP). 
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 Site surveys were undertaken to verify the nature of existing views, landscape 
character, visual amenity and to establish the likely visual influence of the 
Scheme. These took place on: 

• 4th September 2020 (summer view) Photography 

• 25th – 27th February 2021 (winter view) Photography 

• 4th November 2020 (winter view)  

• 4th March 2021 (winter view)  

Viewpoint Selection 

 Twenty-eight viewpoints were selected for the visual effects assessment. These 
were agreed with the following local planning authorities (LPAs): The Peak 
District National Park Authority, Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council, High 
Peak Borough Council, and Derbyshire County Council.  

 Nineteen representative viewpoints have been selected to cover a range of 
receptors, from a range of distances and directions, focusing on the direct effects 
of the Scheme. Three of these locations are beyond the 2 km study area, with 
the remaining sixteen are within the 2 km study area. Refer to Figure 7.4 
Viewpoints. 

 Following consultation and agreement with the stakeholders, a further nine 
viewpoints have been selected from beyond the 2 km study area, and within the 
Peak District National Park representing visual and recreational receptors with 
views of the Strategic Road Networks. These have been selected for 
consideration of indirect effects. Refer to Figure 7.5 Indirect Viewpoints (Within 
the Peak District National Park) 

 DMRB LA 107 (Para 3.32 - Note 1, 1-3) ‘Viewpoints selected for assessment and 
illustration of visual effects fall into three broad categories: 

• Representative viewpoints - represents the experience of different types of 
visual receptors, where large numbers of viewpoints cannot be included 
individually, with similar (unlikely to differ) significant effects 

• Specific viewpoints - key and sometimes promoted viewpoints in noteworthy 
areas 

• Illustrative viewpoints - to demonstrate a particular effect or specific issue, 
GLVIA3 (Ref 1.I)’ see Table 7.7. 

 All viewpoints were carefully located within the field to minimise foreground 
clutter and obtain the most unobstructed view of the Scheme and any associated 
changes in traffic flow to the Strategic Road Network while providing an accurate 
representation of the views likely to be experienced by receptors. 

 In some locations, the assessment of visual effects has grouped receptors likely 
to experience similar effects together. 
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Direct Effects  

 Direct effects are defined in GLVIA3 (para. 3.22) and DMRB LA 107. Direct 
effects result directly from the development itself (i.e. the Scheme) whilst indirect 
effects are a secondary effect that is a consequential/perceptual change 
resulting from the development. In line with guidance, landscape and visual 
effects are assessed through professional judgements on the sensitivity (based 
on value and susceptibly) of landscape and visual receptors combined with the 
predicted magnitude and significance of effect arising from the proposals.  

Indirect Effects 

 GLVIA3 defines Indirect Effects as effects “that result indirectly from the 
proposed project as a consequence of the direct effects, often occurring away 
from the site, or as a result of a sequence of interrelationships or a complex 
pathway. They may be separated by distance or in time from the source of the 
effects” (para. 3.22). Due to the nature of the project and as a result of 
consultation responses an assessment for these types of effects has been 
undertaken. 

 DMRB LA 107 does not define a specific methodology for indirect landscape or 
visual assessment. Therefore, a methodology for this type of assessment has 
been agreed with stakeholders to consider indirect landscape and visual effects 
experienced within the Peak District National Park as a result of potential 
increased traffic flows through the National Park. 

 The assessment of indirect landscape and visual effects considers changes in 
two-way traffic flows through the Peak District National Park, as a result of the 
Scheme, and references Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) traffic data from 
the traffic model considering the ‘Do minimum’ (without Scheme) and ‘Do 
Something’ (with Scheme) at the Opening Year of the Scheme. 

 For the assessment of indirect effects, the individual section of the wider Affected 
Road Network (ARN) and its associated flows has been considered. This 
assessment does not consider effects associated with construction because 
construction is not taking place on the ARN. This is considered to represent the 
worst-case scenario. 

 AADT traffic data covers sections of the ARN which potentially would be visible 
from viewpoints locations. For each route the traffic model is divided into links 
and, for each, the total vehicle movements per day is recorded. Reference 
should be made to traffic data within Appendix 2.1 (TR010034/APP/6.5). 

 The magnitude of impact of the ‘Do Something’ (with Scheme) in the opening 
year, on the relevant landscape character areas and visual receptors, is 
assessed by considering the potential effects on perceptual aspects as a result 
of changes in vehicle flows(including flows and impacts on peak flows); against 
the ‘Do Minimum’ (without Scheme) traffic flows at Opening Year of the Scheme.  

 An analysis of changes between the ‘Do Minimum’ and ‘Do Something’ 
scenarios has been undertaken to inform the indirect magnitude of change on 
visual amenity assessment and the indirect significance of effect on visual 
amenity on the Peak District National Park as a result of the Scheme. This has 
considered the traffic model route link which is visible from the specific viewpoint. 
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Indirect Landscape Effects 

 The assessment of indirect landscape effects focuses on routes within the Peak 
District National Park (A628, A57 and A624) experiencing potential increased 
vehicular flows as a result of the Scheme.  

 Specific considerations are: 

• whether the increased traffic flows make traffic and the road a more prominent 
feature within the landscape  

• how the increased flows could affect the ‘Special Qualities’ of the National Park 
landscape as outlined within Peak District National Park Management Plan 
2018-2317 and perceptual qualities of the landscape generally – including 
tranquillity and wildness. 

 Where the ‘Special Qualities’ of the Peak District National Park are applicable to 
landscape receptors they have been considered within the assessment tables.  

 The assessment focuses on the Landscape Character Types within which the 
routes experiencing potential increases in traffic flow are located. This includes 
the ‘Reservoir Valleys with Woodland’, ‘Moorland Slopes and Cloughs’, 
‘Enclosed Gritstone Upland’ Upper Valley Pastures’ and the ‘Open Moors’ 
Landscape Character Types as defined in the Peak District National Park 
Authority ‘Landscape Strategy and Action Plan’ 18. 

Indirect Visual Effects 

 Visual receptors on Public Rights of Way and recognised recreational routes 
within the Peak District National Park are recognised as high sensitivity 
receptors. The Scheme has the potential to cause indirect visual effects to 
receptors using PRoW and recreational routes as result of traffic flow changes 
within the network.  

 The traffic routes within the PDNP identified as having potential increased 
vehicular flows, as a result of Scheme during its operation, include sections of 
the A628, A57 and A624.  

 Specific considerations relate to changes in vehicle flows (including overall 
changes in numbers, individual flow pattern, and impacts on peak flows) against 
the Do minimum (without Scheme) vehicle flows. The assessment of indirect 
visual effects has been undertaken from the agreed viewpoint locations (Figure 
7.5). 

 Professional judgement was used to determine the magnitude of change (in the 
opening year, as a result of changes in the traffic flows for the ‘Do Something’ 
(with Scheme) scenario) for each of the viewpoint locations in the PDNP  

 
17  
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Identifying Mitigation and Enhancement Measures and Assessing 
Residual Effects 

 Mitigation measures to reduce potential effects on landscape and visual 
receptors have been considered as an integral part of the design and 
assessment process for the Scheme. These measures are referred to as 
embedded mitigation. 

 The assessment has considered de-trunking measures associated with the 
scheme where relevant. These are as per the design prepared by the highways 
team including the reconfiguration of the A57 Mottram Moor, and junction at 
Hyde Road / Mottram Moor, with other consideration limited to minor resurfacing 
/ carriageway narrowing only. All existing street lighting is expected to remain in 
place following de trunking.  

 The design of the Scheme was influenced by input from landscape architects. 
These measures include landscape improvements such as the reduced footprint 
of the Scheme and development of the greenspace at Mottram Underpass. 
Embedded mitigation also includes naturalistic slope profiling and SuDS 
features. 

 Additional mitigation measures which are identified to avoid, prevent, reduce or 
offset impacts of Scheme with relation to Landscape and Visual are reported in 
the assessment tables and in the Environmental Masterplan (Figure 2.4, 
TR010034/APP/6.4).  

 The assessment of residual landscape and visual effects has been undertaken 
following the methodology. Residual effects are considered to be significant 
where the effects are assessed as moderate, large or very large. 

7.4 Assumptions and Limitations 

 Where a specific view location was not accessible, professional judgement and 
aerial photographs have been used to assess the potential view. Photographs 
have been taken and assessments have been made from publicly accessible 
areas only.  

 For the night-time lighting assessment, where access was not possible or not 
considered to be safe in the dark, an assumption was made regarding what the 
anticipated change might be. Viewpoints where there is unlikely to be visual 
receptors after dark have not been considered further.  

 Buildings to be demolished to facilitate construction of the Scheme, including 
residential properties, and commercial / industrial buildings, have not been 
considered further within the visual amenity assessment.  

 Temporarily acquired land within the Draft Order Limits (for construction and 
construction compounds) would be restored to its previous use (agriculture / 
equestrian pasture) following the construction phase. 

7.5 Study Area 

 The study areas for the assessment of the landscape and visual effects of the 
Scheme have been established with reference to criteria set out in DMRB LA 
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104 ‘Environmental Assessment and Monitoring’ (paragraph 3.13) and DMRB LA 
107 ‘Landscape and Visual Effects’ (paragraphs 3.11 and 3.31).  

 The study area for the landscape assessment extends to 1 km offset from the 
Draft Order Limits, refer to Figure 7.1 Landscape Designations & National 
Character Areas). This distance is considered adequate given the corridor nature 
of the Scheme; and that the main components of the Scheme with the potential 
to cause landscape an adverse effect (such as the embankments and bridges) 
also coincide with the existing highway corridors of the A57 or dense urban 
areas along the existing route. The presence of existing highway infrastructure 
generally precludes any likelihood of significant landscape and visual effects 
occurring over distances of greater than 1km. 

 The study area for the visual assessment is 2 km as indicated on Figure 7.6 
Zone of Theoretical Visibility 2 km. This is considered appropriate as a result of 
the undulating topography and potential for sensitive receptors to view the 
Scheme from adjacent higher ground, for instance from within the PDNP. 

 The zone of theoretical visibility (ZTV) is the likely (or theoretical) extent of 
visibility of a development, so therefore cannot be fully relied upon. Verification 
by visiting the study area and assessing the views was used to check the extents 
of actual views on site. 

 To inform the assessment, a Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) has been 
generated for an area extending to 10km (refer to Figure 7.7) offset from the 
Scheme alignment. This represents the theoretical area from which any part of 
the proposed development may be seen. 

 It is considered that beyond 2 km approximately the Scheme would not be 
readily perceptible. Therefore the 2 km area (refer to Figure 7.6), offset from the 
Scheme alignment, formed the study area for the assessment of visual effects, 
apart from sensitive receptors (represented by VP15, 18 and 28) within the 
PDNP which were identified as closely adjacent to the study area, these were 
then verified on site and assessed. 

 The ZTVs are based on a 5 metre Digital Terrain Model (DTM). The DTM does 
not consider the surface detail of buildings or vegetation, therefore 8m building 
heights and 15m woodland heights have been added to simulate screening.  

 A height of 1.6m has been added to the surface to simulate assumed eye level, 
and a height of 4.5m has been added to the proposed road alignment to simulate 
the average height of HGV traffic. 

 The assessment of indirect visual effects within the Peak District National Park is 
as per methodology agreed with the stakeholders, as detailed within section 7.3. 
It focuses on Landscape Character Types within the Peak District National Park 
and the routes likely to experience potential changes to vehicular flows as a 
result of the Trans-Pennine Upgrade Scheme during its operation. These are 
the: 

• Woodhead Road (A628)  

• Snake Road (A57)  

• Glossop Road (A624) 
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7.6 Baseline Conditions  

 Baseline information was gathered by both desktop study and site visits to 
confirm the existing baseline for both landscape character and the visual 
amenity, and location of visual receptors. 

 The study area has been sub-divided into national, regional and local landscape 
character areas and a summary of the key characteristics, value and sensitivity 
of these areas is included in Table 7.21: Landscape Character (National and 
Regional Level) and Table 7.22: Scheme Level Landscape/ Townscape 
Character Areas, Value Susceptibility and Sensitivity. 

 The nature of the existing view from each of the visual receptors identified was 
recorded on-site and a description included in the visual receptor table within 
Appendix 7.1 (Table 1-3). 

Landscape Baseline 

 This section identifies the landscape receptors and any designated or protected 
areas. It focuses on landscape and landscape related designations, landscape 
character, land use, landscape elements and features and settlement and built 
elements. Landscape features and elements that would potentially be affected by 
the Scheme are generally limited to those that lie within the Draft Order Limits. 

Geology, Landform and Drainage 

 The study area is a landscape influenced by the adjacent Pennine moors, and 
the deeply incised, steep valleys that characterise the transition from moorland to 
urban area. The elevation of the area is generally between 100m and 300m 
Above Ordnance Datum (AOD between the lower plains and higher Pennine 
moors). 

 The Scheme and surrounding area landform is predominately undulating lower 
valley floor landscape with rounded hills and shallow to steep valley sides, 
incised by steeper cloughs in places. The underlying geology is of interbedded 
Millstone Grit combined with shales and siltstones. The valley is mostly covered 
with glacial till deposits. Where the river level has altered, a series of terraces 
have been cut into alluvial deposits.  

 Soils are generally poorly drained and waterlogged. Where the soils are 
permanently wet they tend to be rich in organic matter and fragmented peat 
deposits can often be found. Along river channels, such as the River Etherow, 
soils tend to be alluvium, created and carried by relict rivers. 

Built Form 

 The countryside is influenced by recreational uses and diversification of farmland 
giving the area an urban fringe character, with areas of adjacent high population 
densities, with evidence of 18th and 19th century stone and brick-built industrial 
buildings. 

 There are a number of buildings which lie within the Draft Order Limits which 
would be directly affected by the Scheme, including a number which are to be 
demolished to facilitate construction. Where this is applicable to the character of 
the landscape and townscape areas in which they are located may be affected 
this is set out in Table 7.26 and Table 7.27. 
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 For details as to the buildings to be demolished refer to (Chapter 2). 

Trees and Woodlands 

 There are a number of individual trees, woodland and tree groups together with 
lengths of hedgerow within the Draft Order Limits. These include 21 TPO’s, of 
which there are 18 individual trees, 2 woodlands and 1 group.  

 A detailed tree survey has been completed, for information refer to Appendix 7.3 
Arboricultural Impact Assessment Report of the environmental statement 
(TR010034/APP/6.5) and TPOs and Hedgerows Regulation 5 (2)(o) drawings 
(TR010034/APP/2.13). 

Ancient Woodland 

 Ancient woods are areas of irreplaceable woodland habitat that have persisted 
since 1600 in England and Wales. There are 5 ancient woodlands located or part 
located within the 1 km study area - Westbrook Clough, Dinting Vale Wood, 
Millbrook Bridge, Westwood Clough and Hurst Clough Local Nature Reserve 
(LNR). All are outside of the DCO limits therefore these woods are unlikely to 
experience either direct or indirect effects as a result of the Scheme; so are 
therefore not considered further within this assessment Agricultural Fields and 
Land Use 

 The agricultural land within the Draft Order Limits is a mix of pasture and horse 
grazing on the upper slope sides of SLLCA 1, and SLLCA 3, and arable and 
pasture within the lower valley floor of SLLCA 4, used for grazing and the 
production of fodder crops. Such uses are typical for the local area. Field 
boundaries include dry gritstone walls at higher elevations, and hedgerows at 
lower elevations. Refer to Table 7.22: Scheme Level Landscape/ Townscape 
Character Areas, Value Susceptibility and Sensitivity for detail. 

Greenbelt 

 All of the areas of land surrounding the urban areas within the Draft Order Limits 
are designated as forming part of the Tameside Greenbelt. The Greenbelt land 
use is identified to prevent urban sprawl by keeping land permanently open and 
to help to protect the countryside and assist in moving towards more sustainable 
patterns of urban development.  

 Tameside Greenbelt is predominately agricultural in nature, with associated 
agricultural features including hedgerows and fields. Greenbelt was mentioned 
during consultation (see section 7.3 Public Perception of Landscape Value), this 
DMRB compliant exercise indicates the Greenbelt is of importance to the public 
and why it has been included in this assessment. Where this is applicable to the 
character of the landscape areas in this is set out Table 7.26 and Table 7.27. 

Public Rights of Way 

 There are a number of PROWs within the study area, but only those which pass 
through or within the Draft Order Limits would be directly affected by the 
Scheme. For these routes there may be effects both on the physical nature of 
the routes and on their character. 

 The sensitivity of the physical nature and character of those routes which would 
be directly affected by the Scheme is set out in Table 7.26 Effects on Landscape 



A57 Link Roads 
6.3 Environmental Statement   
Chapter 7 Landscape and Visual Effects 

 

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Reference: TR010034  
Application Document Reference: TR010034/APP/6.3 Page 37 of 144 
 

and Townscape Character Areas (Construction) and Table 7.27: Effects on 
Landscape and Townscape Character Areas (Operation).. 

Open Access Land 

 Hollingworthall Moor is wholly located outside of the DCO limits, though falls 
within the 1 km study area. It would experience no direct physical effects to 
landscape elements as a result of the Scheme. Hollingworthall Moor Open 
Access Land is a predominantly equestrian pastoral landscape. The landform is 
gently rolling with some steep slopes and heathland found on higher ground. 
Open and distance views are available from the area, though heavily filtered by 
vegetation blocks and boundaries. 

Dark Skies Sites  

 Consideration has been made of the Peak District National Park ‘dark skies’ 
special quality and indirect effects to the night-time landscape. There are three 
areas designated by the Peak District National Park as dark skies sites19, 
however they are all outside of the study area and due to the distance of the 
Scheme it is unlikely to be visible from any of the dark skies’ sites. These are:  

• Surprise View, off the A6187 near Hathersage 

• Parsley Hay, off the A515 near Hartington (nearest postcode SK17 0DG) 

• Minninglow, off the A515 at Pikehall (nearest postcode DE4 2PN) 

Scheduled Monuments 

 There is 1 Scheduled Monument (SM), Melandra Castle Round Fort, within the 
study area. Melandra Castle is situated wholly outside of the DCO limits, though 
falls within the 1 km study area. Melandra Castle is located over 0.5 km approx 
from the Scheme. There would be no direct construction phase effects to the 
SM. 

 Melandra Fort is of special recognised value through historic association, it is a 
feature of High value that cannot be replaced. Constructed in approximately AD 
75, overlooking the River Etherow. Today, the fort is visible as a series of 
earthwork embankments 

The fort is part of a defensive Roman era military network, views to and from the 
fortification would have been key in its defensive function. The fort retains its key 
views including views to the north-west towards the Scheme. Views of the 
northern foreground and down to the River Etherow are present though partial 
obscured by vegetation.  

Conservation Areas 

 Two conservation areas have been identified within the 1km study area, these 
are Mottram-in-Longendale Conservation Area and Hadfield Conservation Area. 

 The DCO area includes a section of the existing A57 within the Mottram-in-
Longendale Conservation Area. The area is a steep hill site with notable 
changes in level. Within the village, views of the church and the surrounding 
countryside are found between stepped terraces. Panoramic views from the 

 
19  



A57 Link Roads 
6.3 Environmental Statement   
Chapter 7 Landscape and Visual Effects 

 

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Reference: TR010034  
Application Document Reference: TR010034/APP/6.3 Page 38 of 144 
 

upper slopes of the hill, over the roofs of the houses to the surrounding Pennine 
hills of the Longdendale Valley are important to the setting of the village. 

 The Hadfield Conservation Area is located outside of the DCO limits and 
approximately 1 km east of the Scheme and only partially lies within the study 
area. The conservation area features a historic settlement core, within the larger 
urban form of the area, and is surrounded by 20th century suburban 
development. It has a village character with many of the buildings clustered 
around a small village green area where the pub is located. The conservation 
area is outside of the DCO boundary and Hadfield Conservation Area is 
screened by its surrounding built environment and is unlikely to experience either 
direct or indirect effects as a result of the Scheme; so is therefore not considered 
further within this assessment.  

Local Nature Reserves 

 Hurst Clough Local Nature Reserve is wholly located outside of the DCO limits, 
though falls within the 1 km study area. However, the LNR is unlikely to 
experience either direct or indirect effects as a result of the Scheme. This is due 
to its location and intervening screening (by topography and intervening 
vegetation); so is therefore not considered further within this assessment.  

Landscape and Landscape-Related Designations 

 Designated landscapes are areas of landscape identified as being of importance 
at international, national or local levels as defined by statute or in policy 
documents. 

 There is only one landscape or landscape related designation which is the Peak 
District National Park (see Figure 7.1), this lies just outside of the 2 km study and 
has been included to allow for the assessment of indirect effects (as outlined 
within the methodology for indirect effects). 

 The Peak District National Park is located approximately 2 km to the east of the 
Scheme and lies outside the study area. The PDNP is of National importance, it 
is a popular visitor attraction and views are an important part of the user 
experience. The Special Qualities of the PDNP are as follows: 

• Beautiful views created by contrasting landscapes and dramatic geology 

• Internationally important and locally distinctive wildlife and habitats 

• Undeveloped places of tranquillity20 and dark night skies within reach of millions 

• Landscapes that tell a story of thousands of years of people, farming and 
industry 

• Characteristic settlements with strong communities and traditions 

• An inspiring space for escape, adventure, discovery and quiet reflection  

• Vital benefits for millions of people that flow beyond the landscape boundary. 

 
20 Tranquillity is defined within Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (GLVIA) (LI and IEMA 2013) as ‘a state of calm 
and quietude associated with peace, considered to be a significant asset of landscape’. 
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Landscape Character 

 Landscape character is the distinct pattern of elements and features which 
together make up the pattern or sense of place. Landscape character 
assessment aims to identify and explain this pattern of distinctiveness. 

 The Scheme lies predominantly within Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council, 
however a small section to the east crosses over the boundary with High Peak 
Borough Council and Derbyshire County Council. The Scheme also lies within 
the setting of the Peak District National Park 

 As such the Scheme falls across a number of local Landscape Character Area 
studies: 

• Peak District National Park Authority) Landscape Strategy and Action Plan 
(2009) 

•  Derbyshire County Council’s the Landscape Character of Derbyshire (2014), 
and 

• High Peak Borough Council’s High Peak Landscape Character Supplementary 
Planning Document (2006)  

 The extent and location of the national and regional landscape character areas 
are shown on Figure 7.2.  

 The landscapes of the Peak District National Park have been mapped, with eight 
Landscape Character Areas (LCA’s) representing broad areas of landscape 
which share a common identity, e.g. the Dark Peak. Within each area a number 
of LCT’s have been defined based upon the pattern of natural and cultural 
characteristics21. 

 The 10 NCAs within Derbyshire have been sub-divided into 39 Landscape 
Character Types (LCTs). LCTs are broad tracts of landscape that have a unity of 
character. Some of the types, like Riverside Meadows, are generic, having a 
similarity of character across a number of NCAs. A written description has been 
produced for each LCT. This sets out the key features that define its character, 
followed by more detailed descriptions of the elements which combine to create 
landscape character22. 

 With High Peak the landscape types are based on those in the Landscape 
Character Assessment – The Landscape Character of Derbyshire - published by 
Derbyshire County Council in 200323. 

 Further to the identified LCA’s and LCT’s Scheme Level Landscape Character 
Areas (SLLCAs) and Scheme Level Townscape Character Areas (SLTCAs) have 
been identified as part of the EIA process. At Scheme level the landscape 
character was assessed through undertaking a combination of driving and 
walking on selected routeways within the study area, as new visual features may 
have the potential to affect the landscape character of surrounding character 
areas. A brief description of the landscape character within the study area is 
provided below within Table 7.21: Landscape Character (National and Regional 
Level) Value, Susceptibility and Sensitivity and Table 7.22: Scheme Level 

 
21 Peak District National Park ‘Landscape Strategy and Action Plan 2009 – 2019’ (July 2009) 
22 Derbyshire County Council ‘The Landscape Character of Derbyshire’ (2014) 
23 High Peak Borough Council ‘Landscape Character Supplementary Planning Document SPD5’ (March 2006) 









































A57 Link Roads 
6.3 Environmental Statement   
Chapter 7 Landscape and Visual Effects 

 

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Reference: TR010034  
Application Document Reference: TR010034/APP/6.3 Page 59 of 144 
 

Scheme. Additionally, there will be no direct effects to the landscape/ townscape 
character of these areas and elements and features within them will remain 
unchanged. Also, it is not considered that the new sources of light would have 
any noticeable effect on the character of these landscape areas.  

 These SLLCAs and SLTCAs are therefore considered unlikely to undergo even 
indirect effects, i.e. perceptual or experiential effects, therefore these have not 
been considered further within the assessment. 

Visual Baseline 

Zone of Theoretically Visibility (ZTV) 

 As demonstrated in Figure 7.7 Zone of Theoretical Visibility (10 km) theoretical 
visibility of the Scheme is more wide ranging from elevated locations and 
potential long-distance views over 2km are shown. However, the field survey has 
shown that such visibility is frequently restricted by intervening existing built form 
and vegetation (field boundary hedgerows and small woodlands and copses), 
and beyond distances of 2 km the Scheme is unlikely to be perceptible.  

 With reference to Figure 7.6 (Zone of Theoretical Visibility 2 km) and confirmed 
by field study, the undulating and rising topography means that the theoretical 
visibility towards the Scheme varies within the 2 km visual study area. The ZTV 
is extensive to the north, east, and south however it is restricted by the rising 
landform and ridgeline to the immediate west (beyond 1 km) of the Scheme.  

 Theoretical views are shown as within the study area (up to and beyond 2 km) to 
the north (from Hollingworthall Moor), the east (from Tintwistle Low Moor and the 
open Moorland slopes of the Peak District National Park), and the south.  

 The visibility towards the location of the Scheme is restricted by a network of 
intervening hedgerows, tree belts and woodland areas, and landform. Views are 
filtered or partial. Visibility is also further restricted by urban form within 
Hollingworth and Hadfield. However, there is opportunity for intermittent views, 
moving through the undulating landscape and patches of mature woodland. 

 Long-distance views are available across farmland enclosed by patches of 
mature woodland and landform. Notably those from Melandra Castle, St Michael 
and All Angels Church and Coach Road. 

Visual Context 

 The visual baseline considered the A628 Safety and Technology improvements 
and A61 Westwood Roundabout, as discussed in Chapter 1 and further detailed 
in Chapter 2. The works are over a wide area; however, some elements would 
be included within the study area and within the Peak District National Park.  

 The Safety and Technology improvements include a Variable Message Sign 
(VMS) located within the 2 km visual study area near the A57 Gun Inn junction, 
and a replacement snow-gate and VMS along Woodhead Road (A628), which 
would potentially be visible from Viewpoint 25 within the PDNP. Elements from 
the scheme would be in place at scheme construction and operation. 
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Night-time Context 

 The townscape areas contain several existing sources of lighting and are 
moderately well lit as result of the major and minor road networks, vehicles 
movements, and surrounding suburban residential properties. 

 Landscape areas are generally lacking in lighting. Sources of light include the 
existing A6108 Roe Cross Road to the east, and Hyde Road (A57) to the south. 
These lie adjacent to Harrop Edge Valley Pasture SLLCA1, this area has few 
lighting features and is an area of relative dark although is influenced by the sky 
glow of Manchester to the east. 

 Low-level lighting is visible along Old Hall Lane, and there are prominent sources 
along Mottram Moor road (A57), although this is partially screened by intervening 
vegetation. The Etherow Valley Pasture (SLLCA4) landscape has a low number 
of light sources and is generally unlit, although there is lighting present around 
farms and groups of residences, there are also notable sources of light on its 
periphery. 

Visual Sensitivity 

 Using the criteria identified in the methodology (refer to Table 7.15: Value of 
Views, Table 7.16: Visual Receptor Susceptibility Criteria, Table 7.17: Visual 
Sensitivity and Typical Descriptions), the sensitivity of receptors has been set out 
in receptor groups as detailed within Table 7.23 below.  
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7.7 Potential Impacts 

 This section provides an overview of potential impacts that could result from the 
Scheme during its construction and operational phases. 

Construction 

Landscape 

 The key landscape effects are expected to occur during construction. These 
include the loss of vegetation, alteration to the landform, the presence of 
construction machinery as well as the introduction of man-made features. 

 Construction effects are generally considered to be temporary adverse. They are 
detailed in The Scheme chapter (Chapter 2 of this ES) and typically include: 

• Vegetation clearance to facilitate construction is anticipated to occur during the 
initial mobilisation phase. The result would be newly exposed views of the wider 
landscape and the construction activity therein 

• Demolition of built form which would include properties on Four Lanes, Roe 
Cross Industrial estate, Old Road, Tollemache Close, Old Hall Lane and 
Mottram Moor; to facilitate construction of Mottram underpass, Mottram junction 
and the new junction on Woolley Lane 

• A temporary site compound is located along the western extent of the Scheme, 
adjacent to the M67 Junction 4 roundabout. Refer to ES Chapter 2: Scheme 
Description for further details.Temporary spoil heaps, material storage, and the 
site compound would be present throughout the construction phase.  

• The introduction of new structures and/or the changes to existing structures 
specifically at junctions, underpasses and bridges 

• The formation of temporary drainage features within or on the fringes of the 
construction areas 

• Lighting associated with construction and night-time working 

• Plant, machinery and traffic management would be conspicuous in views of the 
existing A57 corridor, highlighting the presence of the A57 and the changes 
occurring within it 

• Temporary realignments and diversions as part of traffic management 
operations. 

Visual 

 The visual receptors may also be affected by views of heavy goods vehicle 
(HGVs), temporary construction lighting and other tall machinery used within the 
construction site. However, the potential visual effects of construction activities 
would be temporary, short-term, and reversible. 

 Temporary impacts to visual receptors during construction are likely to result 
from: 

• Vegetation clearance to facilitate construction is anticipated to occur during the 
initial mobilisation phase. The result would be newly exposed views of the wider 
landscape and the construction activity therein 
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• Temporary spoil heaps, material storage, and the site  compound would occur 
throughout the construction phase. The result would be changes to the 
perception of the existing A57 and the broader landscape associated with the 
corridor.  

• A 3m high bund around the compound area to separate the compound from the 
back gardens of the residential properties on Hyde Road, Littlefields, 
Meadowcroft, Ash Close and  Four Lanes 

• The formation of temporary drainage features within or on the fringes of the 
construction areas would, in isolated locations require small pockets of 
additional vegetation clearance and the introduction of engineered slopes to 
form the ponds 

• Lighting associated with construction and night-time working 

• Plant, machinery and traffic management would be conspicuous in views of the 
existing A57 corridor, highlighting the presence of the A57 and the changes 
occurring within it 

• Temporary realignments and diversions as part of traffic management 
operations. 

 Impacts on visual amenity would result from the construction of the associated 
large-scale earthworks and clearance of vegetation. More specifically, visual 
receptors in proximity to the following areas are more likely to experience a 
significant adverse effect: 

• Demolition of built form which would include properties on Four Lanes, Roe 
Cross Industrial estate, Old Road, Tollemache Close, Old Hall Lane and 
Mottram Moor; to facilitate construction of Mottram underpass, Mottram junction 
and the new junction on Woolley Lane 

• Sequential views from footpaths and traffic routes temporarily be towards the 
construction areas 

• The introduction of new structures and/or the changes to existing structures 
specifically at junctions, underpasses and bridges 

• Structures including overbridges, underpasses (both vehicular and non-
motorised user underpasses) and retaining walls.  

 The duration of the construction works is estimated to be from autumn 2022, 
leading to the Scheme opening in spring 2025. 

Operation 

Landscape 

 It is expected that the scale of the Scheme would not result in significant effects 
for landscape character at a national or regional level. The potential effects on 
the local landscape character would be focused around, Mottram Moor 
underpass, the Bridge over the River Etherow, Old Mill Farm underpass, junction 
at Woolley Lane, and Carr House Lane underpass. 

 The potential landscape effects expected from implementation of the Scheme 
are: 
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• Alteration of the local landscape character affecting the perception of landscape 
due to changes to existing landscape elements such as established woodland  

• Changed appearance of landform due to new earthworks such as 
embankments and cuttings and drainage features 

• The addition of new structures including Mottram Moor underpass, the bridge 
over the River Etherow, Old Mill Farm underpass, and Carr House Lane 
underpass 

• Introduction of new infrastructure elements including retaining walls, signage, 
drainage features and access tracks that could affect the pattern of the 
localised landscape  

• The introduction of lighting to previously unlit areas. 

 Overall, it is considered that the likely night-time effects, as a result of increased 
levels of light, would cause slight damage to the existing night-time character as 
a result of increases in the sources of light within the landscape.  

 It is expected that the Scheme would not result in a large magnitude of change 
on landscape character at a national or regional level but there would be 
noticeable changes at a local level 

Visual 

 The operational visual impacts of the Scheme are most likely to be long-term and 
permanent, although it is expected that the proposed mitigation planting would 
mature gradually following the construction phase. The potential landscape 
effects expected from operation of the Scheme are: 

• Change in views as a result of new earthworks such as embankments and 
cuttings and drainage features 

• The addition of new structures including Mottram Moor underpass, the Bridge 
over the River Etherow, Old Mill Farm underpass, and Carr House Lane 
underpass 

• Introduction of new infrastructure elements including retaining walls, signage, 
drainage features and access tracks that could affect the pattern of the 
localised landscape  

• The ‘opening up’ of the views due to vegetation removal 

• The introduction of lighting to previously unlit areas. 

7.8 Design, Mitigation and Enhancement Measures  

Mitigation Overview 

 The Scheme includes a range of measures designed to mitigate for potential 
effects on landscape character and visual amenity. The Scheme design has 
been an iterative process which has been developed through optioneering to 
identify the most suitable location and development of the design to minimise 
landscape and visual impacts, which includes the retention of existing vegetation 
and features within the Draft Order Limits.  
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 The mitigation strategy proposed encompasses mitigation requirements and 
potential enhancements for the ecology and landscape assets. These are 
illustrated on the Environmental Masterplan (Figure 2.4, TR010034/APP/6.4). 
The potential proposed mitigation focuses on the following principles: 

• Retaining and protecting existing mature trees and hedges wherever possible, 
maintaining important visual screening and biodiversity habitat. 

• Replacing any habitat losses as a minimum to ensure no net loss of 
biodiversity. 

• Retaining natural character and planting local native species. 

• Proposed tree planting to provide screening to sensitive receptors. 

• Proposed earth contouring environmental bund and integrated planting. 

Embedded Mitigation 

 Mitigation has incorporated embedded landscape and visual mitigation 
measures, which are considered integral to the design of the Scheme provided in 
the description of the Scheme chapter (Chapter 2 of this ES). These measures 
are designed to reduce disruption, visual intrusion and to assist in landscape 
integration, they are summarised as:  

• Construction programme would be kept to the minimum practicable time to 
reduce the duration of any landscape and visual impacts 

• Construction plant and materials storage areaswould be appropriately sited to 
minimise their landscape and visual impact.  

• Work during hours of darkness would be avoided as far as practicable, and 
where necessary directed lighting would be used to minimise light 
pollution/glare.  

• Construction would be managed such that the loss of any existing vegetation 
not affected by the permanent works is minimised 

• Links to PRoW and footpaths would be reinstated and created (where 
severance or diversion has resulted from the Scheme construction).  

• A new green space has been included at Roe Cross Road / Old Road, above 
the Mottram Underpass 

• False cuttings as part of the landscape design strategy, these would act as a 
visual barrier and help to integrate the Scheme into the existing landscape. 

• The lighting design would seek to minimise obtrusive light pollution. The design 
of the lighting would also consider potential landscape and ecological effects.  

• Alternative design options have been included for earthworks embankments 
along the A57 Link Road between the Mottram Moor and Woolley Bridge 
junctions. Profile shapes and habitat created were made more naturalistic to 
reflect the existing surroundings, and the reduced footprint of the scheme 
avoids tree removal and ensures future obligations for maintenance during the 
operation phase are minimised. This is further discussed within Assessment of 
Alternatives chapter (Chapter 3) is in Table 3-7 ‘Changes to the Scheme design 
since PRA (2017) and the 2018 consultation’. 
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that are outside the scope of the Scheme but could be delivered by the Applicant 
as potential of designated funds projects.  

7.9 Assessment of Effects 

 This section assesses the significance of the residual effects of the Scheme on 
landscape and visual receptors during both construction and operation. The 
overall assessment of each receptor considers seasonal differences between 
winter and summer and takes account of night-time views and the visual effects 
of lighting and night-time traffic movements. The assessments take into account 
the iterative design development process and incorporation of the mitigation and 
enhancement measures set out in the Environmental Masterplan (Figure 2.4, 
TR010034/APP/6.4), the EMP (TR/0034/APP/7.2) and the REAC 
(TR/0034/APP/7.3).  

 The findings of the predicted landscape effects should be read in conjunction 
with the following figures (TR010034/APP/6.4): 

• Figure 7.1 Landscape Designations & National Landscape Character 

• Figure 7.2 Local Landscape Character 

• Figure 7.3 Scheme Level Landscape Character Areas 

 The findings of the predicted visual effects should be read in conjunction with: 

• Figure 7.4 Representative Viewpoints 

• Figure 7.5 Indirect Representative Viewpoints (Within PDNP) 

• Figure 7.8 Visual Effects Drawing 

• Figure 7.9 Verified Views (Sheets 1 - 43) 

 Supporting photographic information is also included within Appendix 7.2 – 
Illustrative Photography (TR010034/APP/6.5). 

Landscape Effects  

Trees and Woodlands 

 Works to TPO’s to facilitate Scheme as detailed within Appendix 7.3 
Arboricultural Impact Assessment of this ES (TR010034/APP/6.5). Works would 
include: 

• Partial removal of 2 woodland groups (L13-W2 and L15-W1) to be felled to 
permit construction.  

• 1 Tree dead (L13-T9) Reduce to standing monolith of approximately 3-4m and 
retain as dead wood habitat.  

• 2 Individual trees to be protected (L13-T7 and L13-T8) 

• 1 tree group to be protected (L13-G2) 

 TPO removal has been limited to the minimal required to allow construction of 
the works, the emphasis is on retention and protection of tree wherever possible. 
Where TPO’s have been identified for removal the works are limited (to a small 
partial area of the overall group) in nature and have a minimal effect on the 
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Cross Road (A6108), adjacent to Hurstclough Brook. A section represented by 
viewpoint 6 from Old Hall Lane to Mottram Moor Junction; and from Mottram 
Moor to Woolley Bridge (along the Etherow Valley), represented by viewpoint 8 
and 14.Summary of Significant Effects on Viewpoints.  

Effects on Viewpoints 

 Following construction of the scheme at opening year (Yr.1) the assessment 
shows that there are significant effects to fourteen of nineteen viewpoints. Those 
experiencing significant effects during Operation are summarised in Residual 
Effect Section 7.9. 

 Residential receptors at Grange Farm, Edge Lane, are likely to experience close-
range views with clear visibility of the Scheme, including the access route to Old 
Mill Farm underpass. Recreational users of PRoW LON/52 would likely 
experience close-range views with clear visibility of the Scheme, including the 
access route to Old Mill Farm underpass, however traffic would be partially 
screened by new mitigation planting. 

 Mid-range views of the highway including Roe Cross Road overbridge and 
Mottram underpass along with the associated false cutting slopes would be 
available to residential properties and PRoW users along Edge Lane. Old Mill 
Farm underpass would also be visible from the location of Viewpoint 2. 
Residential receptors along Roe Cross Road, represented by viewpoint 4, would 
at opening year experience views of Roe Cross Road Overbridge. In addition, 
the residential properties on Four Lanes would be demolished, which would open 
up view to the Scheme along Roe Cross road along with the Old Mill underpass 
which would likely be visible along with its access, and new signage features 
along the Scheme. The highway would be partially screened by intervening false 
cutting slopes. The highway lighting at this location would add to the baseline 
feature present along Roe Cross Road.  

 At opening year, a section of Old Hall Lane would have been diverted as a result 
of the Mottram underpass, and a number of residential properties would have 
been demolished severing the townscape, which together with the removal of the 
defining woodland edge vegetation would change the character of the existing 
view. Views represented by Viewpoint 5 would be more open, with visibility of the 
new underpass structure and the cutting slopes present at the eastern portal, 

 Views for PRoW receptors on Coach road would, at opening year, be of the 
Scheme cutting slopes to the south. Loss of defining woodland features would 
likely create noticeable changes in the view, increasing visibility towards Old Hall 
Lane and Mottram Moor (including new signage).  

 Views of the central section of the Scheme represented by viewpoint 7 would 
experience change to foreground view at opening year, this is as a result of the 
construction of the new Mottram Moor junction, this would result in the route 
being further south. In place of the existing A57 a new integrated public realm 
providing car parking for residential properties would be present together with 
new highway features (lighting signage and vehicles). New highway lighting at 
the junction would add to the baseline features present along Mottram Moor. 

 From the cemetery of the Church of St Michael and All Angels the mid ground 
view, for receptors, to the northeast is of the new Mottram junction, views would 
be partially obscured by existing vegetation and the undulating topography, 
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Effects on Residential Receptors 

 Residential receptors likely to experience significant effects are generally those 
with close and mid-range static views of the scheme. For those on Edge Lane 
Mid-range wide angled views would have clear visibility of the Scheme and its 
traffic on the lower valley side slopes, creating a noticeable feature. Views are 
likely to include the new Mottram Moor underpass and false cutting slopes. Old 
Mill Farm underpass would also be visible where it is set in front of the 
earthworks to properties.  

 Close range views of the scheme would be available within Mottram, for 
residential receptors on Old Road and Old Hall Lane. At opening year, a section 
of Old Hall Lane would have been diverted as a result of the underpass, and a 
number of residential properties would have been demolished severing the 
townscape, which together with the removal of the defining woodland edge 
vegetation would be a noticeable change to the existing view. Views would be 
more open, with visibility of the new underpass structure and the cutting slopes 
present. 

 Receptor views from properties along Hyde Road are likely to be filtered but 
close-range views would be experienced from the rear of properties along with 
mid-range views and clear visibility of the Scheme and its traffic. There would be 
partial visibility of Old Mill Farm underpass. 

 Close range views would be experienced by residential receptors at Mottram 
Moor, In the foreground view at opening year, Mottram Moor (A57) would have 
been diverted and be set back within the view. In its place a new integrated 
public realm providing car parking for residential properties would be present 
together with new highway elements (lighting signage and vehicles). In the mid 
ground Mottram junction would be, flanked by a series of mitigation measures 
including new false cutting earthworks. New highway lighting at the junction 
would add to the baseline features present along Mottram Moor. 

 Residential receptors on Carr House Lane would experience close range views 
of the Carr House Lane underpass access and cutting along with mid-range 
views of the junction at Mottram Moor. 

 Moderate adverse effects to receptors at Nettle Hall, and properties along Coach 
Road at opening year, include new views of the cutting slopes and eastern 
tunnel portal; loss of defining woodland features would be a perceptible feature 
in the view. 

 Residential receptors at Tara Brook Farm are likely to experience effects as the 
Scheme would be visible in the midground on an embankment-through gaps in 
intervening field boundary vegetation. The significance of effect at Year 15 would 
be Moderate Adverse.  

Effects on PRoW and Footpath Receptors 

 Sequential views to users along PRoW DUK/1 would include mid-range views 
with clear visibility of the Scheme, associated traffic and signage on the lower 
valley side slopes. Users of the route will have views of the Mottram underpass 
eastern approach, and partially obscured views of the Old Mill Farm underpass 
would be available. 
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 As a result of the scheme PRoW LON/50 and PRoW LON/51 would be diverted 
as they are severed by the Scheme. Sequential views for receptors travelling 
along these routes would experience a number of significant effects. Close range 
views would be experienced of the highway and traffic set behind false cutting 
slopes. The new bridleway would be set in front of the earthworks, and Old Mill 
Farm underpass would be visible. 

 At opening year, views for receptors along PRoW LON/108 Coach Road would 
be of the cutting slopes, as result of the loss of defining woodland features the 
Scheme would be noticeable in the view, with increased visibility towards Old 
Hall Lane and Mottram Moor (including new signage). The retention of existing 
woodland groups and the additional mitigation planting (woodland at the top of 
the cutting slopes) and proposed false cutting earthworks adjacent to the 
carriageway would help screen and integrate the Scheme. 

 At opening year, a section of Old Hall Lane would have been diverted as a result 
of the underpass, and a number of residential properties would have been 
demolished severing the townscape, which together with the removal of the 
defining woodland edge vegetation would change the character of the existing 
view receptors along PRoW LON/35, sequential views as receptors travel along 
the route become filtered by exiting vegetation and topography, and views are 
restricted as receptor travels further away from the Scheme. 

 PRoW LON/87 section of the route would be diverted as it is severed by the 
Scheme. From the diverted route it is assumed that there would be close range 
views of the highway and traffic set behind new mitigation planting and false 
cutting earthworks. To the northeast in the mid ground view the new Mottram 
junction would be partially obscured by existing vegetation and the undulating 
topography, together with proposed false cutting earthworks located to the south 
of the new feature. New highway lighting and signage at Mottram junction would 
add to the prominent baseline feature present along Mottram Moor. In the mid 
ground view at opening year the new cutting slopes would be visible from the 
Hollingworthall Moorland slopes. 

 The new Carrhouse Lane underpass would feature in views along Carrhouse 
Lane PRoW LON/88 along the route clear views would be available however 
generally they are heavily filtered close-range views from the diverted PRoW 
associated with the new structure and highway. 

 From the diverted route there would be close range views of the highway and 
Carrhouse Lane underpass structure  

 PRoW LON/90 / Etherow- Goyt Valley Way and Tameside Trail is close to the 
Scheme from this location, and the Scheme is set against the residential edge 
and backdropped by the surrounding rising landforms. Receptors are likely to 
experience close range heavily filtered views of the highway and the new 
underpass structure which would be flanked by mitigation planting and new 
bridge over the River Etherow. 

 Clear views would be possible for receptors along PRoW HP12/175/5, and 
Pennine Bridleway / Trans Pennine Trail (NCN Route 62) towards the new 
bridge structure crossing the River Etherow, and the new highway junction along 
Woolley Lane. Views of the Scheme which would present be of a combination of 
embankment and at grade elements within the River Etherow Valley Floor as it 
travels west towards Carrhouse Farm. New road bounding vegetation would over 
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7.10 National Policy Statement for National Networks (NPS NN) 
compliance 

 The assessment for this Scheme has considered potential impacts as set out in 
paragraphs 5.143 to 5.146, 5.149, 5.158 to 5.164 and 5.184 to 5.185 of the 
National Policy Statement for National Networks (NPS NN). 

 This chapter of the ES provides an assessment of the significance of effects of 
the Scheme on landscape and visual receptors. 

 It is considered that the potential mitigation and compensation options being 
proposed for this Scheme demonstrate a strong effort to provide opportunities to 
conserve and advance landscape value. Effort has been made to conserve as 
much of the landscape features that offer landscape value as possible, for 
example avoiding unnecessary loss of woodland and protected trees. Where the 
landscape value has been degraded then potential mitigation measures have 
been proposed that aim to either replace or replicate features lost as a 
consequence of the Scheme. 

 In addition, it is considered that the potential mitigation and compensation 
options being proposed both during and post construction activities for this 
Scheme comply with the points listed in paragraphs 5.144, 5.145 and 5.146. 

7.11 Monitoring 

 The EMP (First iteration) (TR010034/APP/7.2) and the Register of Environmental 
Actions and Commitments (REAC) (TR010034/APP/7.3) sets out the monitoring 
requirements and procedures to be implemented to reduce or eliminate impacts 
on the environment during the construction phase of works. The EMP (Second 
iteration) must be substantially in accordance with the EMP (First iteration). An 
Environmental Clerk of Works or Site Environmental Manager would be 
appointed to ensure that objectives of the EMP (Second iteration) are achieved. 
The Environmental Clerk of Works or Site Environmental manager would be 
required to monitor construction activities that would cause likely significant 
effects including: 

• The effectiveness and suitability of root protection fencing ensuring no impacts 
to trees that are to be retained. The areas of most concern are areas covered 
by TPO’s as outlined in Appendix 7.3 Arboricultural Impact Assessment of the 
environmental statement (TR010034/APP/6.5) and TPOs and hedgerows 
Regulation 5 (2)(o) drawings (TR010034/APP/2.13). 

• Working hours of operation of the main works and in site compounds which 
may produce visual, noise or lighting impacts in particular on adjacent 
residential receptors. 

• The angle and direction of night-time lighting, to ensure that it is not directly 
focussed on adjacent residential receptors. 

Operation 

 In order to enable the proposed planting regime to establish and mature to fulfil 
its environmental, landscape and visual function it would be necessary to ensure 
that an appropriate management regime is undertaken. Environmental works 
would be maintained for an initial five-year aftercare period, following 
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construction to ensure that they become appropriately established and 
maintained. This maintenance would then be handed over and carried out by the 
asset owner. These are outlined in the REAC (TR010034/APP/7.3).  

 Management requirements to ensure the successful establishment of the 
proposed planting would be set out in the LEMP), to be secured by Requirement 
4 of the draft DCO (TR010034/APP/3.1). A programme of monitoring visits and 
reports would be carried out as part of the on-going maintenance requirement. 
Remedial operations identified by the monitoring required to ensure the success 
of the planting and management proposals would be carried out. 

 The EMP (Third iteration) would form part of Highways England’s package of 
documents required for every project and would be prepared at the end of the 
maintenance and management periods, to identify and stipulate the appropriate 
long-term management goals and requirements for the planting and managed 
woodlands to achieve the objectives. 

7.12 Summary 

 The DCO boundary comprises a transitional zone between the open moorlands 
of the Dark Peak and Southern Pennines, and densely populated suburban 
areas on the fringe of Manchester. It is an agricultural landscape (predominately 
equestrian) influenced by the adjacent Pennine moors, and the deeply incised 
steep valleys that characterise the transition from moorland to urban areas. The 
site is crossed by a number of drainage ditches, the River Etherow, and by a 
number of PRoW including a series of recreational routes (Etherow Goyt Valley 
Way and Tameside Trail). The footprint of the Scheme includes a number of 
hedgerows and trees, (some being under TPOs), and built form. 

 The Scheme lies outside of any designated landscapes at either the 
statutory/national or non-statutory/local levels. It is however considered to be 
within the setting of the Peak District National Park located approx. 2 km to the 
east. The study area however contains a number of listed buildings, two 
Conservation Areas, and one Scheduled Monument. In addition, five Ancient 
Woodlands are present or part present and one Local Nature Reserve (Hurst 
Clough) within the 1 km study area. 

 The ZTV within the 2 km study area is extensive to the north, east, and south 
however it is restricted by the rising landform and ridgeline to the immediate west 
(beyond 1 km) of the Scheme. Visibility is more wide ranging from the rising 
topography which surrounds the Scheme and study area (up to and beyond 2 
km) to the north (from Hollingworthall Moor), the east (from Tintwistle), and the 
south (Gamersley). More specifically the ZTV illustrates, there may be visibility 
towards the site from a number of residential properties, from certain sections of 
the local PRoW network, and from certain parts of the local highway network. 
However, the field survey has shown that such visibility is frequently restricted by 
intervening existing built form and vegetation (field boundary hedgerows and 
small woodlands and copses), and beyond distances of 2 km the Scheme is not 
perceivable.  

 Field study confirmed the site area comprises a mix of areas of low and medium 
night-time brightness, with areas of high ambient brightness within the 
settlements and Industrial areas. On the upland and open moorland slopes 
(including Hollingworthall Moor) there are areas of intrinsically dark landscape. 
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The existing A57, A628, and A6018 are noted as roads with lighting and high 
levels of illumination from traffic. 

 The Scheme has been designed to avoid or reduce, as far as practicable, the 
adverse effects. Landscape and visual essential mitigation measures, which form 
an integral part of the Scheme, include native woodland, shrub planting, and 
linear planting, roadside specimen trees, grassland meadows and amenity 
grassland and verges. The Scheme also includes some use of cuttings, false 
cuttings and embankments. 

 By the design year (Yr.15) there are no effects on the Landscape and 
Townscape Character considered to be significant.  

 At opening year, thirteen of the nineteen representative viewpoints would 
continue to undergo significant adverse effects. By design year (Yr.15), only 
three of these would continue to experience significant effects. In addition, forty-
eight individual or groups of visual receptors reported in the Visual Effects 
Schedule (Appendix 7.1) would experience significant effects at the opening 
year. By design year (Yr.15) only twelve receptors would continue to experience 
significant effects. 

 There would be a traffic change through the Peak District National Park as a 
result of the Scheme, however, these changes vary depending on the route and 
the time of day. It is not considered that there would be any significant indirect 
effects to the landscape character or visual amenity within the Peak District 
National Park due to these traffic changes.






