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1. Introduction 

1.1 Scope of the document 

1.1.1 This Outline Landscape and Ecological Management and Monitoring Plan 
(LEMP) describes the proposed management and monitoring of the landscape 
and ecological mitigation and compensation features of the A57 Link Roads 
scheme (the Scheme). 

1.1.2 The purpose of this plan is to set out the general principles and quality standards 
required for the management of the softworks and of the long-term landscape 
maintenance operations. 

1.1.3 The Scheme is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) and this 
Outline LEMP has been developed in support of National Highways’ application 
for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to authorise construction, operation 
and maintenance of the Scheme. An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
has been carried out for the Scheme and is reported in the Environmental 
Statement (ES). The ES and other DCO documents prepared to support the 
application are available through the Planning Inspectorate project document 
library: TR010034-000603-A57 Link Road Examination Library Published.pdf 
(planninginspectorate.gov.uk).  

1.1.4 This Outline LEMP is based on the commitments set out in the ES for the 
Scheme, and specifically those in the Environmental Management Plan (First 
iteration) (APP-183) and the Register of Environmental Actions and 
Commitments (REAC) (REP1-037) and Figure 2.4 Environmental Masterplan of 
the ES (APP-074). 

1.1.5 It has been prepared as an Outline document to support the DCO application, 
which was submitted to the Planning Inspectorate in June 2021. The preparation 
of a LEMP will be secured by requirement 5 of the DCO during the Detailed 
Design stage and submitted to the Secretary of State (SoS) for their approval in 
writing, following consultation with the relevant planning authorities it is intended 
that the LEMP will be a live document that is reviewed and updated to include 
detailed design information or Scheme changes during the Scheme development 
and implementation on site. 

1.1.6 This Plan aims to ensure that the vision for the A57 Link Roads landscape 
scheme, can be achieved through a long-term co-ordinated approach to 
landscape management by the: 

• Implementation of ecological mitigation proposals, including habitat creation 
and management. 

• Implementation of landscape proposals including establishment and 
maintenance. 

• Annual monitoring of the plan full review. 

1.1.7 An Environmental Management Plan (EMP) (Second iteration) will be produced 
by the appointed Principal Contractor to mitigate the impacts during the 
construction phase of the Scheme, at which stage the REAC will be combined so 
they become a single document. This will broadly follow the EMP (First iteration) 
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(APP-183) and will reflect the mitigation measures set out in the REAC (APP-
184) requirements. 

1.1.8 The Outline LEMP is a preliminary document based on the design to date. All 
details are subject to further work and stakeholder engagement. A final version 
of the LEMP will be created by the Principal Contractor for implementation during 
the establishment period and after the establishment period. The LEMP will be 
substantially in accordance with this Outline LEMP, including the habitat 
management objectives, targets and prescriptions set out in it.  

1.1.9 It is assumed for the purposes of the Outline LEMP that the management and 
maintenance of the Scheme, including all landscape elements, features and 
ecological habitats included in this Outline LEMP, will remain the responsibility of 
the respective landowner following hand over of the project after the 
establishment period. Details of landowner responsibility will be included within 
Section 8 Outline Management Plan of the LEMP following the detailed design 
stage. 

1.1.10 This Outline LEMP does not include routine vegetation management activities 
required for safety, such as maintaining visibility splays; or routine maintenance 
tasks such as rubbish removal, repair to fences, or reinstatement of habitat 
following incidents or incursions to the verge. 

1.1.11 The protected species licences and the EMP (Second iteration) will be taken into 
consideration during the development of the LEMP. 

1.2 Structure of the document 

1.2.1 The Outline LEMP covers the initial period following construction up to 25 years, 
and has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of Design Manual 
for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) LD117 Landscape Design1, LD118 Biodiversity 
design2, and LA120 Environmental management plans 3.  

1.2.2 This document includes: 

• An overview of how the LEMP will be implemented, including roles and 
responsibilities of individual parties is provided. 

• A brief summary of the environmental context of the Scheme and the potential 
effects on landscape and visual receptors or biodiversity resources to support 
the development of this Outline LEMP. 

• The approach to mitigation and compensation design including specific design 
constraints and assumptions. 

• The objectives for creation and management of new landscape and ecology 
features, targets for function/condition, and outline prescriptions for 
management activities. 

• An outline management plan which includes timescale periods for management 
requirements. 

• Outline specifications for management activities and monitoring. 
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1.2.3 The LEMP should be read along with the Environmental Masterplan (ES Figure 
2.4, APP-074). Landscape management plan drawings will be completed 
following the detailed design stage. 

1.3 Description of the Scheme 

1.3.1 The Scheme is for the creation of two new link roads at the western end of the 
A57/A628 route, to provide a dual carriageway bypass around Mottram-in-
Longdendale. The two new link roads being delivered by this Scheme are as 
follows: 

• Mottram Moor Link Road – a new dual carriageway from the M67 Junction 4 
roundabout to a new junction on the A57(T) at Mottram Moor. 

•  A57 Link Road – a new single carriageway link from the A57(T) at Mottram 
Moor to a new junction on the A57 in Woolley Bridge. 

1.3.2 The Scheme is shown on Figure 2.2 of the ES (APP-074) and permanent and 
temporary land take is shown on the Scheme Land Plans (APP-007) 

1.3.3 The Scheme includes the following components: 

• A new offline bypass of 1.12 miles (1.8km) of dual carriageway road connecting 
the M67 Junction 4 to A57(T) Mottram Moor Junction. 

• A new offline bypass of 0.81 miles (1.3km) of single carriageway road 
connecting the A57(T) Mottram Moor to the A57 Woolley Bridge. 

• Two new junctions, Mottram Moor Junction and Woolley Bridge Junction and 
improvement works to the existing M67 Junction 4. 

• Five new structures (Old Mill Farm Underpass, Roe Cross Road Overbridge, 
Mottram Underpass, Carrhouse Lane Underpass and River Etherow Bridge).  

• One main temporary construction compound area, located on agricultural land 
to the east of the M67 Junction 4. 

• Detrunking, including safety measures from the M67 Junction 4 to Mottram 
Back Moor Junction, to be agreed with TMBC. 

• Safety measures and improvements to the A57 from Mottram Moor Junction to 
Gun Inn Junction and from Gun Inn Junction to Woolley Bridge Junction, to be 
agreed with TMBC. 

• One main compound area located close to the M67/A57(T)/A560 Junction, with 
three other locations along the route for storage.  

1.3.4 Associated works for temporary access, temporary lay-down, work areas and 
ancillary works will also be required. 
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• Network of streams and localised damp hollows with millponds and leats 

• Pastoral farmland enclosed by hedgerows and drystone walls 

• Small to medium sized fields 

• Trees are dense along watercourses and scattered along hedgerows and 
around settlement 

• Dispersed settlement with isolated farmsteads and small clusters of dwellings 

• Stone built terraced housing associated with historic mills 

• Narrow winding lanes, sunken on slopes 

3.2.2 For the eastern area of the Scheme, from Carrhouse Farm to the River Etherow 
crossing, the key landscape envelope characteristics are: 

• A flat alluvial river corridor 

• Meandering river channel with shingle beds and marginal vegetation 

• Seasonally waterlogged alluvial soils 

• Grazing meadows, often with patches of wet grassland 

• Dense waterside and scattered hedgerow trees 

3.3 Existing habitats 

3.3.1 The majority of the Scheme predominantly includes grazed improved grassland 
interspersed with hedgerow and drainage ditches. Patches of semi-improved 
grassland are also present, although fewer in number. 

3.3.2 Five parcels of lowland mixed deciduous woodland (with a combined total area 
of approximately 0.78 ha) fall within the Scheme with the two largest areas 
located just east of Old Hall Lane and just west of Carr House Lane.  

3.3.3 Within the Scheme, extents of lowland dry acid grassland were present in 
pastural land west of the A6018 Roe Cross Road and north of the A57 Mottram 
Moor. The grassland comprises species indicative of acid grassland, including 
common bent, tormentil, heath bedstraw, hard-fern, bilberry, mat-grass and 
sheep’s sorrel, with betony also present. Two areas of wet woodland measuring 
approximately 0.1 ha combined were present within poorly drained hollows within 
pastural land west of the A6018 Roe Cross Road within the Scheme. This 
woodland type was dense in structure and was dominated by grey willow. 

3.4 Proposed landscape and ecological design 

3.4.1 Overall, the proposed landscape design provides a number of important 
functions across the Scheme. Firstly, as mitigation - to screen the highway from 
visual receptors, either residential properties, footpaths or places of business. 
Secondly, to help to integrate this linear infrastructure into a complex and 
attractive local landscape through sympathetic design of landform, planting 
patterns and materials. The design will also provide compensatory replacement 
planting greater than total of habitat lost, as result of the Scheme, which will 
contribute to achieving a target of 10% biodiversity net gain within the Scheme 
boundary. Features have also been included within the landscape to provide 
mitigation and compensation measures, such as bat and bird nesting boxes, 
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artificial otter holts, and bat crossing points to aid connectivity in strategic 
locations. 

3.4.2 Landscape and ecological design-led objectives will be achieved through new 
earthworks with cuttings and false cuttings and new slopes and embankments, 
plus a range of planting typologies including significant areas of native deciduous 
woodland, wet woodland, scattered trees, scrub and shrub planting, extensive 
new hedgerows and a variety of grasslands to provide a rich habitat mosaic. 

3.4.3 Overall, around seven hectares of new woodland planting will be provided, 0.5 
hectares of scrub and over 7km of new hedgerows plus 1 hectare of acid 
grassland and 1.4 hectares of wet grasslands. 

3.4.4 The landscape and environmental proposals have been developed to minimise 
the impact of loss of habitat, biodiversity, provide screening of the road and loss 
of a sense of rural tranquillity whilst delivering the core route creation objectives. 
Proposed environmental features, such as habitat creation and improved 
biodiversity, help to minimise the adverse environmental effects of the proposed 
scheme. 

3.4.5 The proposed design will: 

• Compensate through replacement planting, hedgerows and woodland areas 
that require removal to accommodate the road, planting provide visual 
screening to the road and reflect the character of the surrounding landscape. 
There will be a net increase in hedgerows and linear tree and woodland cover.  

• Minimise the impact of biodiversity loss, maximise biodiversity gain and create 
a sustainable environment for long term species diversity through habitat 
creation.  

• Protect existing trees by the implementation of tree protection measures in 
accordance with Appendix 7.3 - Arboricultural Impact Assessment of the ES 
(APP-168), which is compliant with BS 5837:2012 ‘Trees in Relation to Design, 
Demolition and Construction – Recommendations’.  
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4. Mitigation/compensation Design Approach 

4.1 Design principles 

4.1.1 The Scheme includes a range of measures designed to mitigate for potential 
effects on biodiversity, landscape character and visual amenity. The Scheme 
design has been an iterative process which has been developed through 
optioneering to identify the most suitable location and development of the design 
to minimise landscape and visual impacts, which includes the retention of 
existing vegetation and features, where possible, within the Draft Order Limits. 

4.1.2 The mitigation strategy proposed encompasses mitigation requirements and 
potential enhancements for the ecology and landscape assets. These are 
illustrated on the Environmental Masterplan (Figure 2.4, APP-074). 

4.1.3 The potential proposed mitigation focuses on the following principles: 

• Retaining and protecting existing mature trees and hedges wherever possible, 
maintaining important visual screening and biodiversity habitat. 

• Replacing any habitat losses as a minimum to ensure no net loss of 
biodiversity. 

• Retaining natural character and planting local native species. 

• Proposed tree planting to provide screening to sensitive receptors. 

• Proposed earth contouring environmental bund and integrated planting. 

4.2 Mitigation during construction 

4.2.1 Mitigation has incorporated embedded landscape, biodiversity, and visual 
mitigation measures, which are considered integral to the design of the Scheme 
provided in Chapter 2: The Scheme of the ES (APP-060). These measures are 
designed to reduce disruption, visual intrusion and to assist in landscape 
integration, they are summarised as: 

• Construction programme kept to the minimum practicable time to reduce the 
duration of any landscape and visual impact 

• Construction plant and materials storage areas appropriately sited to minimise 
their landscape and visual impact 

• Construction managed such that the loss of any existing vegetation not affected 
by the permanent works is minimised 

• Profile shapes and habitat created naturalistically to reflect the existing 
surroundings, the footprint of the scheme has been minimised to avoid 
unnecessary tree removal and ensures future obligations for maintenance 
during the operation phase are reduced 

• Embedded mitigation measures have been incorporated into the Scheme 
design to avoid and prevent effects including environmental working practices 
to ensure adequate pollution control measures are implemented and use of 
precautionary methods of working (PMW) during construction to minimise 
risks to individual animals and/or protected species where licences would not 
be required 
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• Essential mitigation has been provided for protected species through 
increased breeding opportunities (including a dedicated bat structure and a 
range of bat/bird nesting boxes) and several crossing points to aid connectivity 
across the Scheme, and 

• Mitigation measures under licence (for bats and badgers) will be required due 
the legal protection afforded to these species. 

4.3 Planting and seeding specification 

4.3.1 The detailed specifications for ground preparation, planting and seeding will be 
provided at the Detailed Design stage. This Outline LEMP provides preliminary 
species mixes in Section 6. 

4.4 Monitoring strategy 

4.4.1 A suitable programme of monitoring of new features will be implemented to 
identify and remedy any failings with the management of the landscape elements 
as well as determine success.  

4.4.2 Monitoring, to ensure the success of the proposed mitigation measures provided, 
including long-term management plans for the notable habitats and species 
monitoring programmes. 

4.4.3 An outline monitoring specification is set out in Section 9. 

4.5 Key design constraints 

4.5.1 The landscape and ecological mitigation (and compensation) is provided in 
response to the potential impacts on landscape and visual receptors and 
biodiversity resources, the landscape character of the area and the historical 
land-use . These are identified and reported in the ES within Chapter 7: 
Landscape and Visual Effects and Chapter 8: Biodiversity. 

4.5.2 The preliminary design takes into account the requirements of legally protected 
species that will be subject to licences from Natural England to undertake the 
works. This includes a European Protected Species Mitigation (EPSM) licence 
for bats and a protected species licence for badgers. These will be applied for 
upon successful approval of the DCO.  

4.5.3 Constraints considered as part of the landscape and ecological mitigation (and 
compensation) design:  

• The predicted state of the following construction activities, including any 
damage due to disturbance to the habitat and soils from earthworks and utilities 
diversions, 

• restrictions to maintenance and operational activities within the highway 
boundary arising from safety requirements and intends minimal intervention 
while meeting the objectives of the landscape and biodiversity mitigation; and 

• as far as reasonably possible the interests of the adjacent landowners and any 
effects the mitigation design might have on external stakeholders. 
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4.6 Design assumptions 

4.6.1 The following design assumptions have been made where the mitigation design 
is subject to further assessments or activities at detailed design or construction 
stage: 

• Species-rich grassland seeding will be on soils stripped of topsoil. Surplus 
topsoil will be utilised elsewhere on site, where possible, taking into account the 
prevention of spread of invasive plant species. No topsoil will be used on 
verges as per NH Major Projects Instructions MPI-85-102020. 

• Amenity grassland areas will be on areas prepared with topsoil gained from the 
site and not imported, taking into account prevention of spread of invasive plant 
species. 

• Attenuation ponds are not considered for management in this Outline LEMP 
and will be maintained under a DMRB Series 3000 maintenance specification 
which will be completed following detailed design. The exception is the 
surrounds of each attenuation pond, which will include grassland habitat. 

• This Outline LEMP does not include detailed routine vegetation management 
activities required for safety, such as maintaining visibility splays; or detailed 
routine maintenance tasks such as rubbish removal, repair to fences, or 
reinstatement of habitat following incidents or incursions to the verge. 

• All non-native invasive plant species will either be eradicated prior to any works 
commencing, or fully avoided during the duration of the works in line with the 
Invasive Non-Native Species Management Plan, which will be prepared and 
included in Annex B of the EMP (Second iteration). 



































































A57 Link Roads 
TR010034 
9.40 Outline Landscape and Ecological Management and Monitoring Plan 

 

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010034 
Application document reference: TR010034/EXAM/9.40 Page 48 of 61 

 

7. General Maintenance and Programme 

7.1 Maintenance Specification 

7.1.1 A full DMRB Series 3000 specification will be produced following the detailed 
design, this section is an indicative maintenance specification and is applicable 
to all management works including programme, notices, reporting, plant 
establishment and replacement, control of noxious weeds and health and safety 
requirements. As a minimum it is intended that the landscape works will be 
carried out in accordance with the following standards; 

• BS3882:2007 Specification for the Topsoil; 

• BS3936-1:1992 Nursery Stock Part 1: Specification for trees and shrubs; 

• BS 3936-2:1990. Nursery Stock Part 2: Specification for roses; 

• BS 3936-3:1990 Nursery Stock Part 3: Specification for fruit plants; 

• BS3936-4 2007: Nursery Stock Part 4: Nursery stock. Specification for forest 
trees, poplars and willows; 

• BS 3936-9:1998 Nursery Stock Part 9: Specification for bulbs, corms and 
tubers; 

• BS 3936-10:1990. Nursery Stock Part 10: Specification for ground cover plants; 

• BS3998:2010 Tree works – Recommendations; 

• BS4428:1989 Code of Practice for General Landscaping Operations; 

• BS5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction. 
Recommendations; 

• BS 7370-3:1991 Grounds maintenance - Part 3: Recommendations for 
maintenance of amenity and functional turf (other than sports turf); 

• BS 7370-4:1993 Grounds maintenance - Part 4: Recommendations for 
maintenance of soft landscape (other than amenity turf); 

• BS 7370-5:1998 Grounds maintenance - Part 5: Recommendations for the 
maintenance of water areas; 

• BS 8545:2014 Trees: from nursery to independence in the landscape. 
Recommendations; and 

• CIRIA SuDS Manual 2015 – Part E – Chapter 32. 

Plant Establishment 

7.1.2 The first 5 years will be the establishment phase for all newly planted vegetation, 
with annual replacements being planted to ensure the plant numbers and 
objectives are achieved. After 5 years the works on the planted stock will move 
away from replacement to management. 

Badger and Otter Fencing Inspection 

7.1.3 For the duration of the Scheme construction Badger and otter fencing shall be 
inspected every six months from installation, by a suitably qualified ecologist to 
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check for any gaps and weak points that an otter could fit through. 

Replacement of Stock 

7.1.4 The appointed Principal Contractor is to replace all dead, dying or defective 
stock during the contracted defects liability period. 

7.1.5 Replacement planting shall be undertaken on an annual basis for the duration of 
the 5-year establishment period. A defective plant includes those that are failing 
to thrive with poor extension growth. All plants shall be replaced in the planting 
season following on from annual monitoring. 

7.1.6 Following the establishment period, gaps left within planting beds from dead 
stock may, if appropriate, be filled by the growth of surrounding plants rather 
than with replacement planting. 

Ground and Pit Preparation for Replacement Planting 

7.1.7 All ground and pit preparation for replacement planting is to be undertaken in 
accordance with best practice and recognised industry standards. All diseased 
plants are to be disposed of to a licensed facility off-site. 

Planting Sundries, Including Stake & Ties for Replacement Planting 

7.1.8 Following replacement planting, any stakes, ties, tubes or guards shall be re-
fixed/replaced and any mulch or mulch mats reinstated to the original 
specification. Watering in maybe specified on completion of the replacement 
planting as determined by the landowner.  

Pesticide Application 

7.1.9 All pesticides, methods of application, materials and tank mixes, methods of 
working, transportation, storage and records shall be strictly in accordance with 
current legislation, codes of practice and in line with Local Authority Policy where 
applicable. Landowner consent should be sought before the application of 
pesticides. The Contractor shall make available to the landowner evidence of 
competency in the use of pesticides.  

7.1.10 The Food and Environment Protection Act 1985 and Control of Pesticides 
Regulations 1986, as amended sets out the rules on using pesticides to control 
weeds growing in water or on land. Permission shall be sought from the 
Environment Agency (EA) prior to the application of herbicides near water using 
the EA AqHerb01: Agreement to use herbicides in or near water 4. 

Control of Noxious and Injurious Weeds 

7.1.11 The control of noxious and injurious weeds is required throughout the duration of 
this management plan, in all areas of the site, in line with current legislation 
including The Weeds Act 1959, The Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as 
amended, The Environmental Protection Act 1990 and the Ragwort Control Act 
2003. The control method is to be appropriate to the location, type of weed and 
season. 

  

 
4 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/application-to-use-herbicides-in-or-near-water 
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7.1.12 The list of noxious and injurious weeds and includes the following: 

• Broadleaved Dock (Rumex obtusifolius) 

• Common Ragwort (Senecio jacobaea) 

• Curled Leaved Dock (Rumex crispus) 

• Spear Thistle (Circium vulgare) 

• Creeping Thistle (Circium arvensis) 

7.1.13 Where the treatment of noxious weeds conflicts with other environmental 
constraints, such as the presence of protected species, the Contractor is to notify 
the landowner to ensure any mitigation measures are identified and implemented 
to comply with all relevant legislation. 

7.1.14 Where broadleaved weeds have established in newly seeded areas these are to 
be treated using an appropriate selective non-residual translocated herbicide via 
spot application. The herbicide shall be applied during a period of active growth 
in accordance with the manufacturer’s guidelines. Spot applications of 
translocated herbicide may be specified for any of the injurious and noxious 
weeds dependent on site conditions and location. 

7.1.15 Weed control by hand weeding shall be carried out as necessary, to control 
injurious and noxious weeds for the duration of the management period in 
marginal planting areas, individual shelters, guards and spirals and ornamental 
planting beds where spot applications may cause damage. 

7.1.16 Hand weeding is to include the removal of the entire weed, including roots, by 
digging, forking, hoeing or pulling. Weeds shall be removed prior to flowering. 

7.1.17 Weed control via cutting can be carried out as instructed by the supervising 
Landscape Architect or Project Manager. This will only relate to grassed areas or 
strimming in plots. 

7.1.18 All arisings from weed control operations are to be removed from site and 
disposed to a licensed tip.  

7.1.19 Further advice on the treatment and removal of invasive non-native plants can 
be found at: 

• 
  

   

 

  

Works to Trees and Shrubs Generally 

7.1.20 Bird nesting season is defined as the beginning of March to the end of August. 
All breeding birds and their nests are protected by the Wildlife & Countryside Act 
1981. Therefore, all necessary vegetation clearance of shrubs, scrub and trees 
and ponds shall be carried out outside of the bird nesting season when there is 
less risk of damaging nests. If any vegetation clearance needs to be carried out 
between March and August, the areas must be checked by a suitably qualified 
ecologist. 
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7.1.21 All arisings from site operations are to be disposed of in an appropriate matter, to 
licensed tip offsite or where approved chipped and spread evenly within planting 
plots. Any infected (diseased or pest) cuttings or woody material is to be 
removed off site and disposed of either by burning or in line with any 
recommendations specified by the Forestry Commission in their Forest 
Research5 section on their website (www.forestry.gov.uk). 

7.1.22 Confirmation of the disease or pest will need to be sought from a suitably 
qualified and experienced Arboriculturist or similar. 

Tree Works 

7.1.23 Tree works may be necessary to maintain trees in a safe condition, promote 
growth, regulate size and shape or to improve the quality of flowers, fruit or 
timber.  

7.1.24 During construction, retained trees will be protected in line with guidelines 
provided in BS 5837 Trees in relation to Construction6. 

7.1.25 Where possible, tree felling will be minimised and undertaken outside the core 
bird nesting season (1 March to 31 August) to avoid damage or destruction of 
occupied nests or harm to breeding birds. If this cannot be achieved, works 
within the core bird nesting season will require an inspection of vegetation to be 
cleared for breeding birds and their occupied nests by a suitably qualified 
ecologist no more than 24 hours prior to any works being undertaken. If any 
nesting birds are identified during the survey, they will be left in situ for their 
entire nesting period and alternative approaches to the work proposed. This may 
include leaving an exclusion zone around the nests to avoid disturbance. 

7.1.26 A felling licence from the Forestry Commission is required if more than 5 cubic 
metres of timber are felled in one calendar quarter and/ or the trees are greater 
than 8cm in diameter measured at 1.3 metres from the ground. 

7.1.27 Permission of the landowner or occupier shall be required to remove dead dying 
diseased trees, additionally prior to works on trees the local authority shall be 
consulted to check for any relevant tree protection (TPO’s or conservation 
areas). 

7.1.28 Tree works generally: 

• Thin, trim and shape each specimen appropriately to species, location, season, 
and stage of growth, leaving a well-balanced natural appearance. 

• Prune/coppice/crown lift to promote healthy growth and natural shape. 

• Remove dead, dying, diseased wood and suckers. Keep wounds as small as 
possible and cut cleanly back to sound wood. 

• Make cuts above and sloping away from an outward facing healthy bud, angled 
so that water will not collect on cut area. 

• When removing branches do not damage or tear the stem or bark. 

• For larger branches prune neither flush nor leaving a stub but using the branch 
bark ridge or branch collar as a pruning guide. 

 
5 https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/ 
6 British Standards Institute (2012) BS 5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition, construction. 
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• Use clean sharp secateurs, hand saws or other approved tools. Trim off ragged 
edges of bark or wood with a sharp knife. 

• Prune young trees up to 4 m in height by removing dead branches and 
reducing selected side branches by one third to preserve a well-balanced head 
and ensure the development of a single strong leader. Remove duplicated 
branches and potentially weak or tight forks. In each case cut back to live wood. 

• Remove arisings from site, to suitably licensed recycling facility or tip unless 
otherwise instructed. 

• Permission should be sought to chip on site and chippings spread evenly within 
the planting area. 

• Do not prune whips or feathered trees. 

• Do not prune/coppice/crown lift during the late winter/ early spring sap flow 
period. 

• Give notice if disease or infection is detected. 

• Do not use growth retardants, fungicide or pruning sealant unless instructed. 

• Ensure works are undertaken by a suitably qualified and experienced 
contractor. 

Pruning 

7.1.29 Pruning works may be necessary to; maintain shrubs in a safe condition, 
promote growth, regulate size and shape or to improve the quality of flowers or 
fruit. Pruning works generally should be in accordance with good horticultural 
and arboricultural practice. 

7.1.30 Where possible, tree felling will be minimised and undertaken outside the core 
bird nesting season (1 March to 31 August) to avoid damage or destruction of 
occupied nests or harm to breeding birds.  

7.1.31 Timing of pruning generally: 

• Winter flowering shrubs: Spring. 

• Shrubs flowering between March and July: Immediately after the flowering 
period. 

• Shrubs flowering between July and October: Back to old wood in winter. 

• Rose bushes: Early spring to encourage basal growths and a balanced, 
compact habit. 

7.1.32 Pruning shrubs generally: 

• Thin, trim and shape each specimen appropriately to species, location, season, 
and stage of growth, leaving a well-balanced natural appearance. 

• Prune/ to promote healthy growth and natural shape. 

• Remove dead, dying, diseased wood and suckers. Keep wounds as small as 
possible and cut cleanly back to sound wood. 

• Make cuts above and sloping away from an outward facing healthy bud, angled 
so that water will not collect on cut area. 
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• Use clean sharp secateurs, hand saws or other approved tools. Trim off ragged 
edges of bark or wood with a sharp knife. 

• Remove arisings from site, to suitably licensed recycling facility or tip unless 
otherwise instructed. 

• Permission should be sought to chip on site and chippings spread evenly within 
the planting area. 

• Do not prune lift during the late winter/ early spring sap flow period. 

• Give notice if disease or infection is detected. 

• Do not use growth retardants, fungicide or pruning sealant unless instructed. 

• Ensure works are undertaken by a suitably qualified and experienced 
contractor. 

Watering 

7.1.33 This will be as required and determined by monitoring especially during summer 
months, to ensure healthy establishment and growth. 

Grass cutting operations 

7.1.34 Prior to any cutting operations, all stones and detritus that may hinder mowing 
including litter, is to be removed. 

7.1.35 Any seating or other movable obstructions such as bins are to be removed to 
facilitate cutting and replaced on completion of the cutting. If the obstructions are 
fixed then the obstructions are to be cut around, strimmer’s are recommended, to 
prevent contact from either ride on or pedestrian mowers. 

7.1.36 All grass cutting equipment is to comply with manufacturers recommendations 
regarding fitting and operation of attachments. The machinery to have 
appropriately sharpened blades set according to the manufacturer’s guidelines. 
Arisings from the cutting that lands on any adjacent hard surfaces are to be 
removed from site, except where otherwise noted for Landscape elements. 

7.1.37 During periods of wet weather, the ground conditions are to be assessed prior to 
commencing any cutting operations. If the ground conditions are too wet, i.e.  
machinery sinking into the soil profile and creating ruts, the grass cutting 
operations are to cease and recommence only when the ground conditions and 
weather conditions are suitable. Any rutting or other surface damage is to be 
rectified at the expense of the contractor undertaking the works. 

Control of Rabbits 

7.1.38 Rabbits are considered pests under the Pests Act 1954, and all occupiers of land 
have a responsibility to take action to prevent them from causing damage. Rabbit 
control is best achieved by liaising with adjoining landowners to plan control and 
management action. 

7.1.39 Where existing land boundaries are proposed to be severed during the 
implementation of the scheme, it is proposed to refix fencing to form a 
continuous rabbit proof boundary to protect adjacent farmland and property. 
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7.1.40 Where rabbit actively has been identified, through monitoring on site, within the 

scheme pest control and boundary fencing may be required to protect sensitive 

structures and areas. 

7.2 Programme 

General Programme Considerations 

7.2.1 For soft landscape elements, all replacement planting will be carried out in the 
recognised planting seasons, for grass sowing this is April to October, and for 
shrubs between late October and late March. Trees will be replaced during the 
tree planting season from November until the end of March. 

7.2.2 An indicative programme, to be updated following detailed design, has been 
included at the end of this Section outlining the timings for general operations, 
refer to Table 7.1 – Indicative programme for maintenance works. 

Maintenance Monitoring 

7.2.3 To protect the quality of landscape works, the long-term maintenance contractor 
must provide a high standard of maintenance as the long-term success of the 
scheme is dependent on its maintenance regime. 

7.2.4 The Outline LEMP is intended to provide a basic performance specification to 
enable the maintenance contractor to submit for agreement, a detailed 
programme of work which shall include scheduled dates for planting 
refurbishment and review. 

7.2.5 The effectiveness of the management operations is to be closely and continually 
monitored, on site and reviewed annually against the Specification and LEMP 
with any resulting changes incorporated into the subsequent years’ programme. 

Work Programme 

7.2.6 Maintenance operations shall follow the timescales and operations specified in 
Table 7.1 – Indicative programme for maintenance works of this Outline LEMP 
for each different Landscape Elements. 

7.2.7 The landowner must be made aware of the intention to commence the 
operations listed below should the works differ from the monthly programme 
advised: 

• Arboricultural works, including tree felling or tree surgery and hedge cutting; 

• Application of pesticides; 

• Grass cutting, including strimming; 

• Scrub clearance; 

• De-silting water bodies 

7.2.8 Should works be suspended then the Contractor is to provide a revised 
programme for delivering the management prescriptions to ensure continued 
compliance with overall objectives. The reasons for suspension might include, for 
example, identification of protected species, fuel spillage or inclement weather. 
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