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Summary

Oxford Cotswold Archaeology was commissioned by Balfour Beatty to undertake a
trial trench evaluation of Land Parcels 54 and 126 of the Lower Thames Crossing
pre-enabling works. Land Parcels 54 and 126 are located ¢ 1km east of Upminster,
in the historic parish of Great Warley, now subsumed into the London Borough of
Havering. Land Parcel 54 is centred on NGR 559057, 186917 and Land Parcel 126
on NGR 558939, 186215. The evaluation comprised 74 trenches (25 in Land Parcel
54 and 49 in Land Parcel 126). Work in Land Parcel 54 was undertaken between the
17th August and the 30th September 2021 and in Land Parcel 126 between the 9th
September and the 1st October.

The earliest activity was represented by a small assemblage of five struck flints of
Mesolithic or early Neolithic origin and five pieces of burnt flint. Although very few,
these occurred in three adjacent trenches at the south edge of the evaluated area,
and so could indicate a wider area of activity in the vicinity.

A total of 27 trenches revealed archaeological features with the highest
concentration identified at the south end of Land Parcel 126, coinciding with an area
of higher ground. Two distinct, and much smaller foci of features were also identified
in the northern and southern parts of Land Parcel 54. Most of the features comprised
a combination of ditches, and pits generally dated to the late Iron Age/early Roman
and Roman periods; evidence for late Bronze Age/early Iron Age and medieval lower
intensity activity was also recorded.

The results of the evaluation suggest that the site lay close to an area of late Iron
Age and Roman settlement. Remains within the site principally comprised medium-
sized ditches, mostly forming a north-south and east-west system concentrated in
the southern portion of Land Parcel 126. Some larger ditches may indicate more
substantial enclosures. Scattered pits were also present, and the recovery of animal
bones, charred plant remains and quern fragments as well as pottery, CBM and fired
clay suggest that activity was not simply agricultural. Activity within the site
noticeably decreased in the middle and late Roman periods.

Evidence of post-Roman activity was generally scant and corresponded with the
higher ground area of intense Roman occupation in the central and south-eastern
portions of Land Parcel 126. Features dated to this period comprised three ditches
constructed on two different alignments: NE-SW and east-west. Post-Roman and
medieval material comprised a single early/mid Saxon sherd and small assemblage
of 11th to 12th century sherds. The site probably formed part of adjacent manors
within Great and Little Warley and Cranham.

Post-medieval activity within site included a field boundary shown on 19th century
historic mapping, and part of four fields belonging to Clay Tye Farm. The post-
medieval and modern pottery recovered from site was probably related to agricultural
activity such as manuring associated with this farm.
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1 Introduction

1.1 Project details and scope of work

1.1.1  The Lower Thames Crossing Project is located between the A2 in Kent
and the M25 in the London Borough of Havering. It will run underneath the
River Thames through a tunnel and emerge on the northern side of the
river at East Tilbury. From the north portal the road will run to the M25 at
Junction 29 via the A13 and pass between North and South Ockendon.
The development of the project is managed by LTC, a partnership
between Highways England and a consultancy joint venture set up to
oversee the scheme.

1.1.2 A programme of archaeological trial trenching began in the Essex part of
the scheme in November 2019. A scheme-wide specification for trial
trenching was written by LTC (Highways England 2018), and in July 2019
LTC commissioned Balfour Beatty to deliver the pre-enabling works.
Balfour Beatty appointed Oxford Archaeology (hereafter OA) to prepare a
project-wide written scheme of investigation (WSI) for the scheme, which
(at the request of the key archaeological stakeholders) is divided into two
parts, one for the Kent section, the other for Essex and Havering (Oxford
Archaeology 2019a, 2019b).

1.1.3 Following completion of the project-wide WSIs, OA was also instructed to
prepare a series of site-specific or group-site specific WSIs for approval
by the key archaeological stakeholders in advance of trial trenching to
inform the Development Consent Order (DCO). A detailed WSI (WSI O)
was created for Land Parcels 52-54 and 126-127 prior to the trial
trenching (Oxford Archaeology 2021). WSI O details the archaeological
background and potential within these land parcels along with the
archaeological aims and objectives appropriate to the investigation of
these land parcels by trenching. The WSI also set out the methodology for
the evalaution. This WSI was approved by Adam Single, the Historic
Environment Advisor to the Greater London Archaeological Advisor for the
Borough of Havering, prior to the start of the fieldwork.

1.1.4 Oxford Cotswold Archaeology was commissioned as Balfour Beatty’s
archaeological contractor to undertake the evaluation in accordance with
the approved WSI and local and national planning policies. Access to
Land Parcels 52-3 and 127 was not possible at the time of trenching, so
this trial trench evaluation report provides the results of the works in Land
Parcels 54 and 126 only. Access in Land Parcel 54 was also limited to
western half of the parcel only.

1.1.5 The fieldwork in Land Parcel 54 was completed between the 17th August
and the 30th September 2021 and was completed in Land Parcel 126
between the 9th September and the 1st October 2021. All work adhered
to the Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment: The
MoRPHE Project Managers' Guide (Historic England 2015a) and the
Code of conduct of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) (CIfA
2014a, revised 2019). It also followed the Standard and guidance for

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION REPORT FOR TRIAL TRENCHING OF LAND PARCELS 54 AND 126

01_NOK21_EVAL_REP_SL_FINAL_261121

DATE PUBLISHED - 26/11/2021

UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED — COPYRIGHT © - 2021 — HIGHWAYS ENGLAND COMPANY LIMITED — ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 10

Document number:
HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00040 PO1 11 of 139



archaeological evaluation and the Standard and guidance for the creation,
compilation, transfer and deposition of archaeological archives (CIfA
2014b updated 2020; CIFA 2014c updated 2020).

1.1.6  The work was monitored by Adam Single of the Greater London
Archaeological Advisory Service covering the Borough of Havering.

1.2 Location, topography and geology

1.2.1  Land Parcels 54 and 126 are located ¢ 1km east of Upminster (Fig. 1) in
the historic parish of Great Warley, which has now been subsumed into
the London Borough of Havering. Land Parcel 54 is centred on NGR
559057, 186917 and Land Parcel 126 on NGR 558939, 186215. Both
land parcels are irregular in plan; Land Parcel 54 broadly square with its
western boundary tapering to the north and Land Parcel 126 broadly
rectangular in its southern half. Together they cover an area of 21.59ha.
Land Parcel 54 is bounded to the north by St Mary’s Lane, Clay Tye Road
to the east, the soft estate of the M25 to the west and agricultural fields to
the south. A tributary of the Mar Dyke river also flows between the two
land parcels. Moving to the south, Land Parcel 126 is bounded by
agricultural fields to the north, residential green space, dwellings and Clay
Tye Road to the east, green space and light industrial units to the south,
then woodland and green space to the west, adjacent to the M25. These
land parcels are hereafter referred to as the ‘site’.

1.2.2 The bedrock geology of these land parcels is London Clay Formation
(clay, silt and sand). The superficial geology is mixed, although the
majority of the site is situated in an area of Head Clay (clay, silt, sand and
gravel) located on the slopes of the Mar Dyke river valley. The colluvial
layer of Head was formed by fine-grained materials collecting on the
slopes and at the base of the slope. There are also alluvial deposits within
Land Parcel 54 associated with a tributary of the Mar Dyke river that flows
between the two land parcels (BGS 2019). There are no superficial
deposits of Head located within the southern half of Land Parcel 126,
which corresponds to an area of steeper slopes associated with the
upland river terrace to the south.

1.2.3 The site is situated on the lower slopes and in a tributary valley of the Mar
Dyke basin, and lies at a height of between 5m and 10m above Ordnance
Datum (aOD). The site is currently in agricultural use; Land Parcel 54 is
partly in pastoral use and serving as green open space, and 126 is in
arable use.

1.3 Previous investigations

1.3.1  No known below-ground archaeological investigations have been
undertaken within the site. Several investigations have, however, taken
place within the wider study area surrounding the site.

1.3.2 During the M25 widening scheme a number of areas were excavated
adjacent to the site. An unaccompanied later Bronze Age cremation was
found, along with an undated ditch and a post-medieval ditch during the
excavation of a pond to the north-west of Land Parcel 126. Six undated
ditches and two undated postholes were also recorded during the
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1.3.3

excavation of another pond to the north-west of Land Parcel 54 (Oxford
Archaeology 2021).

Essex County Council Field Archaeology Unit undertook two fieldwalking
surveys adjacent to the wider site in 1998 and 2001. One, at Great Barn,
located 0.4km west of Land Parcel 126 identified prehistoric and Roman
finds.

1.4 Archaeological and historical background

1.4.1

1.4.2

1.4.3

1.4.4

1.4.5

1.4.6

1.4.7

1.4.8

1.4.9

The chronological summary of known archaeology given below is taken
from WSI O (Oxford Archaeology 2021). As noted, the site is situated on
the slopes of the Mar Dyke river valley where Holocene prehistoric
features, findspots and cropmarks have been identified. The cropmarks
that have been recorded within and around the site are those mapped by
the Aerial Investigation and Mapping report (Place Services, 2019).

Palaeolithic. No Palaeolithic finds have been recorded within 1km of the
site.

Mesolithic. No certain Mesolithic flints have been recorded within the site
or the study area, although bladelike flakes that could have been of
Mesolithic date were found adjacent to the M25 some 300m to the north
during the OA excavations for the M25 Improvements.

Neolithic and early Bronze Age. No certain Neolithic or early Bronze
Age features or finds have been recorded within the site. Several struck
flints of late Neolithic or early Bronze Age date were found at Upminster
Bund ¢ 1km north of the site during the M25 Improvements, and others of
Mesolithic or early Neolithic date from trial trenching in Land Parcels 55
and 56, also to the north of the site.

A number of cropmark features have been recorded on the terrace of
higher ground located ¢ 1.5km south-west of the site. This includes the
cropmarks of two ring ditches. It is possible that these features are the
remains of Bronze Age round barrows.

Late Bronze Age and Iron Age. No finds or features of this date have
been found within the site.

Three pits of probable later prehistoric date were found during trial
trenching for the M25 widening scheme to the north of the site in Land
Parcel 56 and later prehistoric pottery was also recovered from a ditch in
the same land parcel.

As noted above also, a later Bronze Age cremation was found just west of
Land Parcel 126 during the M25 widening scheme, and another at
Upminster Bund ¢ 250m north-west of the site. The Upminster Bund
cremation was radiocarbon-dated to 1270-1050 cal BC at 95% confidence
(SUERC-43695; 2949 + 29 BP). It lay alongside an interrupted NW-SE pit
alignment that contained fragments of late Bronze Age or early Iron Age
pottery, although this pottery may have been residual.

Prehistoric finds have been recorded nearby during two fieldwalking
surveys at Broadfields Farm ¢ 1km west of Land Parcel 126 and at Great
Barn located 0.4km west of Land Parcel 126. The Broadfields Farm
survey found a single prehistoric flint flake and a large amount of burnt
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1.4.10

1.4.11

1.4.12

1.4.13

1.4.14

1.4.15

1.4.16

1.4.17

flint. The Great Barn survey recorded three sherds of prehistoric pottery
and a small flint scraper. The Broadfields Farm flint was found on the
slope of a terrace and the cremation and finds at Great Barn were located
within the upper Mar Dyke floodplain. Both the late Bronze Age cremation
and the prehistoric finds were all found adjacent to the tributary which
emerges at Hobbs Hole and runs down to the Mar Dyke.

It appears likely that later prehistoric activity took place on the terrace to
the south, as a number of cropmarks have been recorded in this area. A
cluster of cropmarks have also been recorded 0.8km south-west of the
site and just west of the spring line at Hobbs Hole. This included the two
ring ditches mentioned above, which may represent the remains of hut
circles rather than barrows. In addition, a linear ditch was recorded
adjacent to ring ditch and may be an associated boundary. Other
cropmarks recorded just west of Hobbs Hole, ¢ 1.5km south-west of Land
Parcel 126 include a number of ditches which may represent field systems
or trackways and another possible enclosure.

The Roman period. No Roman finds or features have been found within
the site.

The projected route of an east-west Roman road, from London to
Bradwell-on-Sea on the east Essex coast, is projected through the
northern edge of Land Parcel 54. The B187 Saint Mary’s Lane now
follows part of the same alignment.

During a fieldwalking survey at Great Barn, located 0.4km west of Land
Parcel 126, two sherds of badly abraded late Roman pottery were found
along with a piece of Roman brick. During another fieldwalking survey at
Broadfields Farm, ¢ 1km west of Land Parcel 126, six sherds of Roman
pottery were recorded. These Roman finds were recorded in areas where
prehistoric finds have also been recorded, close to the upper Mar Dyke
tributary. This perhaps indicates that there may have been some Roman
activity, perhaps a small settlement, close to the spring line at Hobbs
Hole.

Roman finds were also recorded ¢ 1km south-west of Land Parcel 126 on
the upland terrace.

The medieval period. No Saxon features or finds have been recorded
within the site, and only limited evidence of Saxon activity has been found
in the area surrounding it.

Documentary evidence suggests that the area was occupied during the
late Saxon period. The site probably formed part of a number of manors
within Great and Little Warley and Cranham. The Domesday Book
records that Great and Little Warley had 45 households, and Cranham
had 29 households. A mixed agrarian economy is indicated with
ploughlands (arable land), woodland and pasture listed within the three
Great and Little Warley manors and ploughlands, meadow and woodland
listed within the two Cranham manors.

The roads within this part of the scheme appear to have a roughly north-
south and east-west alignment and this could relate to the formation of the
parishes or the use of more ancient droveways. The medieval road
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1.4.18

1.4.19

1.4.20

1.4.21

1.4.22

1.4.23

network is probably much the same as is shown on the OS First edition of
1805, as the area remained undeveloped into the 20th century. First
Edition mapping shows several major roads within the study area
including the north-south road from Puddle Dock to North and South
Ockendon (now the B186). The major east-west road though the study
area was the road from Upminster to East and West Horndon (the B187
and now a lane to the east). Another east-west road (Fen Lane) linked
North Ockendon to the village of Bulphan.

The major areas of settlement in this northern area in later medieval
period may have been focused on the medieval parish churches and
manor houses, although this part of Essex is generally characterised by a
settlement pattern of dispersed farms and hamlets. The medieval
churches that were located within the wider area included St Mary's
Church, Great Warley, located ¢ 1km north-east of the site and Cranham
Church located ¢ 2km west of the site.

The medieval Cranham Church was built in the 13th century and was
rebuilt between 1873 -1875. It is likely that a medieval settlement was
located around the parish church and a medieval windmill was located
nearby. Cranham Hall, a Grade Il Listed (1358508) manor house, was
located south of the church and this was built in the late 16th-early 17th
century and later remodeled.

The late Saxon and later medieval settlement of Great Warley may have
been located ¢ 1km north-east of the site. The original church of Great
Warley was demolished in the early 20th century and it is possible that the
settlement of Great and Little Warley mentioned in the Domesday survey
was established around this church. It is likely that Great Warley later
became a linear dispersed settlement that developed along a NW-SE
aligned road (now the B186), with another part of the settlement
established 1km north-east of the scheme.

A late Saxon manor may have been in the vicinity of Franks Manor
located 500m north-west of Land Parcel 126. Franks Manor was
established prior to 1066 and the Grade Il listed 15th-17th century manor
house is extant (1079879). Franks manor house may have been
surrounded by a moated ditch and this feature was recorded by the aerial
survey. In addition, ridge and furrow earthworks have been recorded just
north of Warley Franks Manor (1079879) and these open fields may have
belonged to this manor in the medieval and post-medieval period.

Another medieval house in the parish of Great Warley is recorded on the
eastern edge of Land Parcel 126, known as Cleytye in 1525 and later as
Clay Tye. This house may have given its name to the north-south Clay
Tye Road just to the west.

The HER notes that a possible medieval fishpond, mill and dam is located
at Hobbs Hole Grove ¢ 1.5km north of the site and ¢ 600m west of the
Great Warley settlement. The grove was formed by a lake created by an
L-shaped dam which abutted the steeply rising side of the valley in which
it sits. The grove may have been the site of a medieval mill or a fish-pond,
and part of this possible fishpond was recorded just south-west of this
grove in the footprint of the M25. The aerial survey found no trace of these
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1.4.24

1.4.25

1.4.26

1.4.27

1.4.28

1.4.29

1.4.30

features; however, the area is covered in woodland, which may have
impeded the survey.

Post-medieval period. During the post-medieval period the road network
in the wider area probably continued without significant change from that
of the later medieval period. In relation to the principal estates and farms
of this period, the land parcels covered by WSI O were located within the
estate of Franks Manor, Clay Tye Farm and Broadfields Farm. Franks
Manor, in the parish of Great Warley was altered and extended in the 18th
and 19th century and in the mid 19th century this estate was owned by
Richard Brinsley Sheridan. Clay Tye Farm in the same parish was owned
in the 19th century by the trustees of St Thomas’s Hospital in London.
Broadfields Farm in the parish of Cranham was owned by Sir Thomas G.
Apreece between 1833-1842 when it was sold to St. George's Hospital in
London.

Broadfields Farm now forms part of the Thames Chase Forest Centre and
it is possible that the post-medieval farmhouse has been incorporated into
the modern visitor centre. The 17th century barn and stable block of
Broadfields Farm are still extant and are Grade Il Listed (1358548).

Land Parcel 54 was part of the post-medieval estate associated with
Franks Manor. It was located either side of St Mary’s Lane and formed
part of five regular arable fields. The field boundaries within Land Parcel
54 appear to be the same as those that appear on the 1835 tithe map.
During the M25 widening scheme six linear ditches were recorded just
west of Land Parcel 54, five on an ENE-WSW alignment and the other,
northernmost ditch, on the same alignment as an extant ditch. These
ditches were undated but were probably medieval or post-medieval in
date.

In 1835 Land Parcel 126 formed part of four fields associated with Clay
Tye Farm. The two northern fields were used for pasture and the two
southern ones for arable. The field boundaries shown on the 1835 tithe
map and the ¢ 1886 OS map have now been removed.

Modern. A limited number of modern heritage assets have been recorded
within the wider area.

During the Second World War a heavy anti-aircraft gun site was located
0.9km south-east of Land Parcel 126.

Undated features and cropmarks. There are three undated finds
recorded at Broadfields Farm and at Great Barn. These were found as
part of the fieldwalking surveys conducted at both farms.
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2 Project Aims

2.1 General aims

2.1.1  The general project aims of the project were as follows:

i. To establish the presence or absence of archaeological remains along
the line of the scheme, and the extent of any areas where remains
appear likely to be absent;

i. In areas where archaeological remains were known or suspected, to
clarify the reliability of the cropmark or geophysical survey evidence;

ii. In areas where no archaeological remains were indicated by aerial or
geophysical survey, to clarify whether this apparent absence of
remains is genuine;

iv. To determine the degree of complexity of any surviving horizontal or
vertical stratigraphy, and in particular, to investigate areas where
topography indicates the likelihood of deep deposit sequences for
evidence of buried archaeological horizons and palaeo-environmental
sequences;

v. Where remains were present, to determine the period(s) represented,
the extent, state of preservation and character of the archaeological
remains;

vi. To establish the range and state of preservation of archaeological
artefacts, and through their recovery and examination, to establish the
potential for information about the economy, status and contacts of
past inhabitants of the scheme footprint;

vii.  To determine whether palaeo-environmental remains were preserved,
and, where these were found, to determine their types (eg, charred
plant remains, waterlogged remains, molluscan remains), state of
preservation and potential for environmental information. This was
achieved through the recovery of samples from sedimentary
sequences and archaeological features suitable for assessment of a
range of palaeoenvironmental remains (eg. charred and waterlogged
plant remains, charcoal, insects, pollen, diatoms,
ostracods/foraminifera and molluscs) and scientific dating (eg.
radiocarbon and OSL dating);

viii.  To investigate and record the extent, character and chronology of the
sedimentary sequences, in particular those immediately adjacent to
and in floodplains, contained within palaeochannels or in dry valleys,
and to use the data to refine existing geoarchaeological (predictive)
deposit models;

ix. To place any identified archaeological remains into their local and,
where appropriate, regional or national context, and to assess the
implications of any such discoveries for our current understanding of
settlement and landscape change in the area, including an assessment
of the associations of any remains with reference to the historic
landscape;
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Xi.

Xii.

To provide sufficient information to enable the LTC archaeological
advisor, in consultation with the Key Archaeological Stakeholders, to
determine the significance of the archaeological assets identified within
the land parcels;

To provide reports upon the discoveries to inform the Environmental
Statement (ES) supporting the Development Consent Order (DCO) and
support the preparation of a further archaeological mitigation strategy
for the Enabling Works and Construction phases of the scheme;

Following the DCO, to deposit the report in the public domain, and to
generate an accessible and useable archive which will allow future
research of the evidence to be undertaken.

2.2 Specific objectives

2.2.1
Xiii.

Xiv.

XV.

XVi.

XVii.

XViii.

XiX.

XX.

XXi.

XXii.

The specific project objectives were as follows:

To conduct the programme of archaeological investigation within the
general research parameters and objectives defined by the revised
East of England Research Framework (ed Medlycott 2011);

To determine whether any Palaeolithic remains relating to the former
Ockendon Channel or associated deposits were present within the
area of the site likely to be disturbed by construction;

To attempt to identify the character of the channels of the Mar Dyke
river tributary crossed by the scheme, and to date them;

To attempt to identify any areas within the river valley tributary crossed
by the scheme that may have been used for activity in the past, and if
found, to characterise the type, date and complexity of activity upon
and associated with them;

To look for evidence of waterlogged archaeological artefacts whether
structures or objects, and if found, to establish their state of
preservation, date and character;

To establish the extent, depth and complexity of colluviation and
alluviation within and to the north of the Mar Dyke valley tributary, and
to determine whether buried archaeological activity was preserved
beneath or within them;

To establish the date, extent and state of preservation of any such
buried activity, and to relate it to activity on the higher ground;

To look for evidence of domestic activity of earlier prehistoric date,
including any that may be associated with the possible monuments
suspected from cropmarks to the south-west of the site;

To look for evidence of further later Bronze Age or Iron Age activity on
the higher ground, including evidence of further burials and for further
activity adjacent to the Mar Dyke tributary as suggested by the
previous fieldwalking surveys;

To look for evidence of the projected Roman roads and ancient
trackways within the site;
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xxiii. ~ To identify the date of any linear features which may be recorded within
the site and confirm if these were medieval or post-medieval in date.
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3 Methodology

3.1 Constraints

3.1.1  Several constraints limited the area of WSI O available for trial trenching.
These comprised unexploded ordnance (UXO), an electrical substation
and associated power lines, and ecological constraints.

3.1.2 Services. An overhead power line runs from Warley electrical substation
east of the site into Land Parcel 126, where it turns south-west across the
parcel and continues over the M25 and across the south-east corner of
Land Parcel 127. Another overhead line runs due west from the
substation across the middle of Land Parcel 126, crossing the line running
south-west on its west edge.

3.1.3 Below-ground services run north-south along the B186, and a spur from
one of these runs west around the housing alongside and across Land
Parcel 126. Several services, both below and above ground, follow the
line of the B127 across the north end of Land Parcel 54.

3.1.4 Unexploded ordnance. The UXO survey classified the site as having a
low potential for unexploded ordnance. However, three unexploded
bombs have been mapped within Land Parcel 54, and the trench layout
was designed to avoid these immediate areas of risk.

3.1.5 Ecological constraints. Great crested newts were known in ponds
adjacent to all of the land parcels, and a licence from Natural England was
required for the trenches planned within the north-western part of Land
Parcel 54. Land Parcels 53 and 127 were also subject to a license but no
access was granted for works in these parcels.

3.1.6 Two other ecological constraints are located along the western edge of
Land Parcel 126. A 30m buffer was required around these two
constraints, and no trial trenching took place within these buffers.

3.1.7 All constraints above were taken into account when designing the detailed
trench layout.

3.1.8 Areas of limited or no impact upon archaeology. In arriving at a
strategy for evaluation, consideration was also been given to the potential
archaeological impact to each land parcel through the construction of the
proposed scheme. As a result, a number of areas that will not feature
significant impact, for example those used only be used for relocation of
reptiles or other species, were excluded from trenching following
agreement with the key archaeological stakeholders. This applies to most
of Land Parcel 53, the eastern part of Land Parcel 54 and the southern
and western parts of Land Parcel 127.

3.1.9 In accordance with the safe system of work established by Balfour Beatty,
excavation was ceased at a maximum depth of 1m below ground level.
This affected a small number of the larger features that were not
excavated to full depth within this constraint, although there was an option
to widen trenches to allow deeper excavation where it was deemed
appropriate to inform the evaluation results.
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3.2
3.2.1

3.2.2

3.2.3

3.2.4

3.2.5

3.2.6

3.2.7

3.2.8

Methodology for the evaluation

The total area of Land Parcel 54 was 11.8ha, and Land Parcel 126 was
9.7ha. The area available for investigation excluding areas of services,
hedgerow and other constraints was approximately 4ha in Land Parcel 54,
and 7.2ha in Land Parcel 126. The archaeological trial trenching in Land
Parcel 54 comprised a total of 25 trenches (5-29), most of which
measured 30m x 2m, representing a 3.8% sample of the area available for
trenching. A total of 49 trenches (56-104) measuring 30m x 2m were
excavated in Land Parcel 126 and covered a 4% of the area accessible.
The location of the trenches is shown on Figure 2.

No cropmark features were identified within Land Parcel 54 or Land
Parcel 126 by the aerial investigation and mapping report (Place Services
2019). Lidar data showed modern ploughing in both Land Parcel 54 and
126, and a north-south aligned field boundary through Land Parcel 126,
which was identified in Trench 83. The trench design included trenches
targeting the areas closest to the known boreholes with alluvium in Land
Parcel 54, and trenches at right angles to the orientation of the Mar Dyke
tributary. A proportion of the trenches have been aligned at right angles to
the orientation of the valley slope. Otherwise, trenches were laid out to
provide an even coverage of the site and to avoid any large gaps within
the limits of the constraints (Fig. 2).

The design included the excavation of 14 Palaeolithic test-pits (6 in Land
Parcel 54 and 8 in Land Parcel 126), but this element of the evaluation
was not undertaken in this phase of fieldwork following consultation and
agreements with the key archaeological stakeholders.

Trenches 1-4 located to the north of St Mary’s Lane were not accessible
in this phase of work.

Trenches 7-11, 13 and 14 within Land Parcel 54 were excavated to a
maximum depth of 2m and stepped accordingly to allow
geoarchaeological investigations. Additional geoarchaeological recording
was carried out in 1m deep trenches in Land Parcel 126, comprising
Trenches 56, 58, 60, 63, 64, 67, 73, 75, 84 and 94.

In Land Parcel 54, Trenches 5-7, 10-18, 23, and 26-8 and 48 were moved
from their proposed location to avoid ecological exclusion zones. In Land
Parcel 126, Trench 60 was relocated to avoid site compound, and
Trenches 67-8, 72, 75-9 and 81 were moved to avoid ecological
constraints and service exclusion zones.

All trenches were located using a global positioning system (GPS) prior to
machine excavation. All trenches were excavated using a tracked
excavator fitted with a toothless bucket and operated under constant
archaeological supervision.

Revealed features were using hand tools where appropriate and sampled
by hand excavation. They were recorded as outlined with the approved
WSI. All finds were bagged by context throughout the evaluation and were
recovered for further investigation.
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4

Results

4.1
411

Introduction and presentation of results

The results of the evaluation are presented below and include a
stratigraphic description of the trenches that contained archaeological
remains. The full details of all trenches with dimensions and depths of all
deposits, and a summary of the finds, can be found in Appendix A. Finds
data are tabulated and reported upon in Appendix B, and environmental
materials in Appendix C.

Context numbers reflect the trench numbers unless otherwise stated. The
first numerals of a context number reflect the trench number whilst
allowing for a maximum range of 99 individual records for any one trench.
For example, pit 102 is a cut within Trench 1, while ditch 304 is a cut
within Trench 3.

An overview of the results for the site is shown on Figure 2, and slightly
more detailed views of Land Parcel 54 and Land Parcel 126 in Figures 3-
5. Further detailed plans and sections of the trenches that contained
archaeological features are shown on Figures 6-21.

4.2 General soils and ground conditions

4.21

422

The ploughsoil measured between 0.1m and 0.5m thick, the variation in
depth probably resulting from mixed agricultural activities across the site.
In parts of the site this overlay a subsoil layer measuring between 0.04m
and 0.26m thick. A 0.4m thick alluvial deposit was recorded in some of the
low-lying trenches in Land Parcel 54. Colluvium was present in the
northern portion of Land Parcel 126 and measured up to 0.45m thick. The
underlying natural geology was recorded as mid yellowish to reddish-
brown silty clay in most of the trenches of Land Parcel 54 and mid
reddish- or greyish-brown clay in Land Parcel 126.

The fieldwork was undertaken in late summer and was accompanied by a
period of generally good weather with only negligible disruption from
sporadic heavy rainfall; the investigations were carried out with no
disruptions. However, the archaeological features were not easily
identifiable against the natural geology, which typically comprised London
clay and was generally overlain by shallow head deposits. The trenches
were left open for a reasonable period of time, allowing them to weather
out so as to identify all archaeological remains present on site.

4.3 General distribution of archaeological deposits

4.31

Archaeological features were revealed in 27 of the Trenches: 6, 9-10, 14,
19-21, 24, 28, 64, 69, 72, 78, 83, 85, 87-88, 91-93, 96-99, and 101-104.
Natural features were identified, tested, and recorded in Trenches 9-11,
20— 21, 24 and 103. The predominant concentration of archaeological
features was in the southern portion of Land Parcel 126, coinciding with
an area of higher ground south of the Mar Dyke tributary. Two distinct foci
of features were also identified in the northern and the southern parts of
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4.3.2

4.3.3

Land Parcel 54. Features mostly comprised a combination of ditches and
pits of various size, dated to the late Iron Age/early Roman and Roman
periods.

Generally, the southern half of Land Parcel 54 and the northern half of
Land Parcel 126 had the lowest concentration of archaeological features.

All other trenches were devoid of archaeology, and descriptions of these
are limited to the trench tables in Appendix A.

4.4 Trenches 6, 9, 10, 11 and 14 (Figs 3, 6 and 12)

4.41

442

443

4.4.4

445

446

Trenches 6, 9, 10, 11 and 14 were located in the northern half of Land
Parcel 54 (Fig. 3). Trenches 6, 9 and 14 exposed three parallel, east-west
aligned ditches (Fig. 6, 603, 909 and 1403).

Trench 6 lay in the north-west corner Land Parcel 54 and was orientated
NW-SE. Ditch 603 ran across the centre of the trench and was around
1.2m wide and 0.15m deep with gently sloping sides and a flat base (Fig.
12; Plate 1). It contained a single, naturally formed fill with no finds.

Trench 9 was located just south of Trench 6 and was orientated NW-SE.
Ditch terminus 909 was recorded at the south-eastern end of the trench,
and the ditch continued beyond the end of the trench. The ditch was 1.1m
wide and 0.3m deep, with steep sides and a concave base, and its single
fill (910) contained a small assemblage of Roman pottery (Fig. 12; Plate
2). Environmental sample <1> was taken from the fill, but did not produce
any charred plant remains or charcoal. An oval soilmark (907)
immediately west of the ditch terminus was also investigated, but proved
to be very shallow and of natural origin.

Trenches 7, 8, 10 and 11 all contained an olive-brown silty clay alluvial
deposit below topsoil and subsoil, but this horizon was sterile and no
archaeological features were revealed below it. In Trench 10 linear
geological anomaly 1008 was originally thought to be the eastern
continuation of ditch 909, but excavation revealed the natural origin of the
anomaly. Another similar natural feature (1104) was also recorded in
Trench 11.

Trench 14 was orientated north-south and lay 50m south-east of Trench
9. Ditch 1403 was identified in the northern half of the trench, and was
orientated roughly east-west. It measured 0.9m wide and 0.7m deep, and
had steep sides and flat base (Figs 6 and 12). The single naturally silted
fill (1404) contained a small amount of Roman pottery.

The three parallel ditches were morphologically dissimilar, but their similar
east-west orientation could suggest that they formed part of the same
Roman field/enclosure system.

4.5 Trenches 19, 24 and 28 (Figs 3, 7 and 12)

4.5.1

452

A concentration of three pits and a posthole was identified in the southern
half of Land Parcel 54, in Trenches 19, 24, and 28 (Fig. 3; Fig. 7, 19083,
2403, 2802 and 2804).

Trench 19 was located on the west side of the land parcel and was
orientated roughly north-south. Sub-oval pit 1903 was identified at the

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION REPORT FOR TRIAL TRENCHING OF LAND PARCELS 54 AND 126

01_NOK21_EVAL_REP_SL_FINAL_261121

DATE PUBLISHED - 26/11/2021

UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED — COPYRIGHT © - 2021 — HIGHWAYS ENGLAND COMPANY LIMITED — ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 22

Document number:
HE540039-BAL-GEN-GEN-REP-HER-00040 PO1 23 of 139



4.5.3

454

455

4.5.6

4.5.7

southern end of trench. This was 0.48m long and 0.08m deep, with
moderately steep sides and flat base, and contained a single, naturally
formed fill with no finds (Fig. 12).

Trenches 20. 21 and 22. Trench 20 contained a natural feature (2003)
and Trench 21 to its east several further natural features, two of which
(2103 and 2104) were tested. Trench 22 contained a layer of olive-brown
silty clay alluvium, but this was sterile, and no features were revealed
below it.

Trench 24 lay south-east of Trench 19, and was aligned north-south (Fig.
7). It contained pit 2403, which was circular in plan and measured 0.5m in
diameter and 0.28m deep, with almost vertical sides and a concave base
(Fig. 12; Plate 3). The single fill (2404) contained occasional charcoal
flecks but no other finds. Natural feature 2405 was also tested.

Trench 28 was orientated east-west and was located on the southern
edge of Land Parcel 54, 15m south of Trench 24 (Fig. 7). Pit 2802 and
posthole 2804 were identified in the western end of Trench 28. Pit 2802
was sub-oval in plan, approximately 1m long and 0.70m wide, and was
0.16m deep with moderately steep sides and an irregular base (Fig. 12;
Plate 4). The single fill (2803) contained rare charcoal flecks and a small
amount of late Bronze Age/early Iron Age pottery.

Posthole 2804 was oval in plan, and was 0.55m long, 0.45m wide and
0.2m deep with an asymmetric profile, the north side being steep and the
south side gently sloping (Figs 7 and 12; Plate 5). It had a single fill (2805)
that contained occasional charcoal, CBM and late Bronze Age/early Iron
Age pottery.

Although undated, pits 1903 and 2403 may be associated with the same
occupation phase as late Bronze Age or early Iron Age pit 2802. If the
CBM in posthole 2804 is intrusive, this could also be of later prehistoric
date, but if not, the pottery must be residual.

4.6 Trench 62 (Figs 4, 8 and 12)

4.6.1

46.2

4.6.3

Trench 62 lay in the north-eastern corner of Land Parcel 126 on an east-
west orientation (Fig. 4). Two parallel ditches, both aligned north-south
some 4m apart, a pit and a pit or tree-throw hole were identified in the
eastern half of the trench (Fig. 8, 6202, 6206, 6204 and 6208).

Ditch 6202 was 1.1m wide and 0.22m deep, with gently sloping sides and
a concave base (Fig. 12); its single fill (6203) contained a small amount of
late Bronze Age/early Iron Age pottery. Ditch 6206 lay 4m to the east and
parallel to ditch 6202. This was 1.38m wide and 0.3m deep, with
moderately sloping sides and uneven base (Fig. 12; Plate 7). The single
fill (6207) contained late Bronze Age/early Iron Age pottery. This ditch
truncated a shallow pit 6208, of which only the northern part lay within the
trench. This was rectangular, measured 2.7m east-west, and was 0.14m
deep (Figs 8 and 12). Its single fill contained no dating evidence.

Pit or tree-throw hole 6204 lay closer to the centre of the trench, and was
also only partly revealed within the trench (Fig. 8). The exposed part was
at least 1.4m long, 1.83m wide and was 0.5m deep, with steep sides and
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46.4

an uneven/concave base (Fig. 12; Plate 6). No finds were recovered from
the single fill, and it may potentially have been a tree-throw hole.

Ditches 6202 and 6206 were of comparable size, and dating evidence and
alignment suggest that they probably belonged to the same later
prehistoric phase of the site. They may possibly have bounded a trackway
or droveway, but unfortunately no other trenches coincided with their
projected alignment.

4.7 Trenches 69 and 78 (Figs 4, 9 and 12)

4.7.1

4.7.2

4.7.3

4.7.4

These trenches were part of a group in the north-western corner of Land
Parcel 126 (Fig. 4). Trenches 69 and 78 each exposed one isolated and
undated feature, a posthole and a ditch respectively (Fig. 9, 6902 and
7803).

Trench 69 lay in the north-west part of Land Parcel 126 and was
orientated west-east. Oval posthole 6902 was identified at the centre of
the trench, and was 0.4m long, 0.35m wide and 0.11m deep with an
asymmetric profile, sloping on the south-western side and steep on the
north-eastern side; the base was concave (Fig. 12; Plate 8). The single fill
did not yield any finds.

Trench 78 was located 55m south of Trench 69 and was orientated NE-
SW. Ditch 7803 ran north to south through the eastern half of the trench. It
was 1.04m wide and 0.23m deep with steep sides and an uneven base
(Fig. 12). No finds were recovered from the single greyish-brown fill, which
was very similar to the surrounding natural (Plate 9). No trace of a
continuation was seen on the projected line of this feature in Trench 81 to
the south. The nature of this feature remains unclear, and it might
alternatively be of geological origin.

In the absence of dating evidence, these isolated features cannot be
associated with any of the surrounding groups of features.

4.8 Trenches 72 and 83 (Figs 4 and 10-12)

4.8.1

48.2

4.8.3

48.4

Trenches 72 and 83 lay in the northern part of Land Parcel 126. They
each contained a single ditch (Fig. 10, 7202 and Fig. 11, 8302).

Trench 72 was orientated north-south in the north-eastern area of Land
Parcel 126 (Fig. 10). Ditch 7202 was recorded in the central part of the
trench. It was aligned east-west and measured 1.24m wide and 0.34m
deep, with moderately steep sides and a flat base (Fig. 12; Plate 10). The
single clay fill (7203) contained mid to late Roman pottery.

This ditch had similar morphology to ditch 9302 in the southern part of the
land parcel, and finds of the same date. Although 200m apart, they
possibly belonged to the same mid/late Roman phase of activity within
site.

Trench 83 was orientated east-west and lay at the north-eastern edge of
the dense focus of archaeological features identified in the southern
portion of Land Parcel 126. North-south aligned ditch 8302 was recorded
in the western half of the trench, which perfectly corresponded with a field
boundary depicted on the 1888-1913 OS map (Fig. 11). This feature was
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0.59m wide and 0.26m deep, with moderately steep sides and a flattish
base (Fig. 12; Plate 11). One post-medieval pottery sherd was recovered
from 83083, the single fill of this feature. Evidence for post-roman activity
within the site was also recovered in Trenches 92, 97 and 104.

4.9 Trench 85 (Figs 5, 13 and 18)

4.9.1

49.2

Trench 85 was located at the north-western edge of the southern part of
Land Parcel 126, and at the periphery of the dense southern focus of
features, The trench was aligned east-west, and two gullies aligned north-
south, 8502 and 8505, were recorded in the central portion of the trench.
Gully 8502 was 0.95m wide and 0.14m deep with steep sides and a flat
base, and contained two fills, the upper of which was recorded as a
possible deliberate backfill (Figs 13 and 18). No finds were recovered.

Gully 8505 measured 0.45m wide and 0.17m deep, with steep sides and a
concave base. The single fill (8506) contained undated fragments of CBM
of indeterminate form (Figs 13 and 18; Plate 12).

4.10 Trenches 87, 88, 91, 93 and 96 (Figs 5, 14, 15, 17 and
18)

4.10.1

4.10.2

4.10.3

4.10.4

Trenches 87, 88, 91, 93 and 96 lay in the south-eastern part of Land
Parcel 126. Trenches 87, 91, 93 and 96 exposed five ditches, four of
which were dated to the Roman period, and the fifth to the early-middle
Saxon period. Trench 88 exposed one undated pit 8802 and a late Iron
Age/Roman pit 8804 (Figs 14 and 15, 8702, 8802, 8804, 9102, 9106 and
9602).

Trench 87 was east-west orientated and exposed north-south ditch 8702
(Fig. 14). This was 1.5m wide and 0.45m deep, with moderately steep
sides and a flat base. The single fill (8703) contained a small amount of
animal bone, charcoal, and Roman pottery (Fig. 18; Plate 13). No
continuation of this ditch was seen in Trench 97 further south.

Trench 88 was located to the east of Trench 87, on a north-south
alignment (Fig. 14). Pits 8802 and 8804 were recorded at the north end of
the trench. Pit 8802 was sub-circular in plan and measured 0.40m across
and 0.09m deep, with moderate to steep sides and a flat base. Its single
fill contained occasional charcoal. Pit 8804 was not fully exposed within
the trench, but appeared to be roughly oval in plan, and was at least
0.84m long, 0.54m wide and 0.11m deep, with gently sloping sides and a
narrow flat base (Fig. 18; Plate 14). Late Iron Age/early Roman pottery
was recovered from its single fill (8805). These two pits can only be
associated tentatively with the features in Trenches 87, 91, 93 and 96, as
pit 8804 may belong to an earlier phase of activity in the area.

Trench 91, some 50m south-west of Trench 87, was orientated east-west
and revealed ditch 9102 crossing the east end of the trench on a north-
south orientation (Fig. 15). Ditch 9102 was only partially exposed; the
visible part was at least 0.82m wide and was 0.43m deep, with a gently
sloping western side and a flat base. It contained three fills. The basal,
clay fill (9103) contained occasional charcoal flecks. This was overlain by
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4.10.5

4.10.6

410.7

a silty clay fill (9104) with some animal bone and broadly-dated Roman
pottery. The uppermost fill (9105) was sterile (Fig. 18; Plate 15).

Parallel to ditch 9102 was ditch 9106. This measured 0.3m wide and
0.22m deep, and had moderately steep sides and a concave base (Fig.
18). It contained a single fill with occasional animal bone and an early or
middle Saxon pottery sherd. No continuations of either ditch were seen in
Trench 101 further south.

Trench 93 lay east of Trench 91 and south of Trench 88 and was
orientated east-west (Fig. 17). Ditch 9302 lay in the eastern half of the
trench and was aligned north-south. It measured 0.46m wide and 0.5m
deep, and had moderately steep sides and a flat base (Fig. 18). There
was only one fill (9303), which produced a residual Mesolithic or Neolithic
flint flake, and abundant mid to late Roman pottery.

Trench 96 was located south of Trench 91 and lay on a north-south
orientation (Fig. 15). It exposed ditch 9602, which was aligned NE-SW.
This feature was 1.05m wide and 0.2m deep, with steep sides and a flat
base (Fig. 18; Plate 16). The single fill (9603) contained occasional
charcoal, a residual Mesolithic or Neolithic flint core, and Roman pottery.
This ditch was similar in size and profile to ditch 9203 in Trench 92 to the
north-east, and was close to its projected line, so despite their slightly
different orientations, it may have been part of the same linear feature. If
so, pottery in 9203 would indicate a medieval date for this ditch (see
below). No continuation of ditch 9602 was seen in Trench 100 to the
south-west.

4.11 Trenches 92, 97 and 104 (Figs 5, 16, 18, 19 and 21)

4111

411.2

4113

4114

These trenches lay within the southern part of Land Parcel 126, and within
the area of greatest density of archaeological features. All three trenches
contained ditches containing finds of medieval date (Fig. 16, ditches 9202
and 9703 and Fig. 19, ditch 10415), along with earlier features dated to
the early Iron Age and Roman periods.

Trench 92 was laid out on a north-south alignment (Fig. 16). Ditch 9202
was identified at the southern end of the trench and was aligned ENE-
WSW. It was 1.06m wide and 0.24m deep, with steep sides and a flat
base, and had a single fill (9203) that contained occasional charcoal,
some CBM fragments, middle Roman pottery and medieval pottery of
12th-13th century date (Fig. 18). Environmental sample <3> was taken
from the fill, and contained moderate quantities of charcoal fragments
larger than 2mm and cereal grains, including both wheat and free-
threshing wheat, together with a few charred hazelnut shell fragments.

This ditch was similar in size and profile to ditch 9602 to the south-east,
although the latter ditch was on a slightly different alignment, and it is
possible that they were parts of the same linear feature.

Ditch 9204 ran east-west through the northern half of the trench, and
measured 2.8m wide and 0.3m deep, with gently sloping sides and an
uneven base (Figs 16 and 18). Its single fill (9205) contained occasional
animal bone and mid to late Roman pottery.
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411.5

411.6

4.11.7

4.11.8

4.11.9

Trench 97 lay 20m south of Trench 92, on an east-west alignment (Fig.
16). Ditch 9702 was identified at the eastern end of the trench and was
only partially exposed. It was aligned NE-SW and the exposed part of the
ditch measured 1.96 wide and at least 0.84m deep, with a gently sloping
north-western side, but was not bottomed (Fig. 18). The single fill (9703)
contained occasional animal bone, a residual flint core of Mesolithic or
Neolithic date, some undated CBM, and a mixed assemblage of pottery
comprising abundant middle Roman pottery and occasional 11th-12th
century medieval sherds. No continuation of this feature was seen in the
trenches to the north-east or south-west, and it is possible that this feature
was not a ditch but a large pit.

Trench 104 lay 50m south-east of Trench 97, at the south-eastern corner
of Land Parcel 126, and was orientated approximately north-south (Fig.
19). A cluster of features, comprising pits 10403, 10405 and 10407, all
truncated by pit 10409, was identified towards the centre of the trench.
Pits 10403, 10405 and 10407 were all sub-circular in plan and measured
between 0.53m and 0.84m across; 10405 was 0.33m deep, 10407 around
0.6m deep, and 10403 was 0.84m deep (Fig. 21 sections 10401 and
10402). Their single fills yielded no finds.

Pit 10409 was only partly exposed within the trench, continuing both west
and east of the trench. The exposed part measured over 5m from north to
south and was 0.66m deep with a steep or near-vertical south side and a
gently sloping northern side and a flattish but irregular base (Fig. 21). It
contained three fills: the basal fill (10410) was sterile, but the middle fill
(10411) yielded late Iron Age/early Roman pottery and fired clay and the
uppermost fill (10412) Roman pottery and small fragments of CBM.

Ditch 10413 crossed the southern half of the trench on a NW-SE
alignment (Fig. 19). It measured 1.2m wide and 0.39m deep and had
moderately sloping sides and a flattish base (Fig. 21; Plate 17). The single
fill (10414) contained a small amount of Roman pottery.

Ditch 10415 ran east-west through the trench south of ditch 10413 (Fig.
19). The deeper part exposed in the base of the trench was around 1.5m
wide and 0.36m deep with a flattish base, but in section a shallower
feature continued south and the overall width was at least 2.7m, although
the edges of the cut were not clearly identified (Fig. 21; Plate 18). The
single fill (10416) contained occasional Roman pottery and medieval
pottery of 11-12th century date. Environmental Sample <7> was taken
from the fill, and contained small numbers of charcoal fragments larger
than 2mm in size, together with low quantities of wheat cereal grains,
potential free-threshing wheat grains and hulled wheat glume fragments
and spikelet forks. A small number of oat/brome grass seeds were also
observed.

4 .11.10 Either of ditches 10206 and 10211 in Trench 102 some 67m further west

could represent a continuation of ditch 10415, as both are very close to its
projected line, and both are broad and shallow.
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4.12 Trench 98, 99, 102 and 103 (Figs 5 and 17-21)

4.12.1

412.2

4.12.3

4.12.4

4.12.5

4.12.6

412.7

Trenches 98, 99, 102, and 103 were located at the south end of Land
Parcel 126, and exposed the highest concentration of Roman features on
site, together with an early Iron Age pit, a late Iron Age ditch, a modern
ditch 9802 and undated pits.

Trench 98 was oriented north-south and exposed ditch 9802 and pit 9804
(Fig. 17). Ditch 9802 was 2.73m wide and 0.46m deep with gently sloping
sides and a flattish base (Fig. 18; Plate 19). lts single fill (9803) contained
residual Roman pottery and 19th century pottery. No trace of a
continuation of this ditch was seen on its projected line in Trench 96 to the
west.

Pit 9804 to the south was roughly oval in plan, measuring 1.63m long,
1.17m wide and 0.22m deep, with gently sloping sides and a concave
base (Fig. 18; Plate 20). Fragments of bone, Roman pottery and fired clay
were recovered from its single, naturally formed, fill (9805).

Trench 99 lay approximately 15m east of Trench 98 on an east-west
alignment (Fig. 17). Pits 9902, 9906 and 9908 were recorded at the centre
and in the western half of the trench respectively. Pit 9902 was only 0.6m
across and 0.18m deep, while pits 9906 and 9908 were of similar depth
although 9908 was partly cut away by pit 9906, which was the largest pit,
measuring 1.9m long and 0.6m deep (Fig. 18). No finds were recovered
from any of these pits.

Ditch 9904 extended north-south through the western half of the trench. It
was 3.84m wide and 0.68m deep, with a stepped profile, the upper part of
the ditch having gently sloping sides and a flat base, the lower part having
steeper sides, particularly on the west, and a concave base (Fig. 18).
Occasional animal bone and fired clay fragments and abundant Roman
pottery were recovered from the single silty clay fill (9905). Environmental
sample <2> was taken from the fil, and contained a few charcoal
fragments larger than 2mm, together with cereal grain fragments of hulled
wheat (emmer or spelt), glume fragments, vetch/wild pea seeds and
hazelnut shell fragments. No trace of a continuation of this ditch was seen
on its projected line in Trench 89 to the north, but ditch 9802, which was
perpendicular to 9904 and slightly further north, had a similar profile and
was also broad, so could possibly have been a return.

Trench 102 was aligned north-south and located to the south-west of
Trench 98 (Fig. 19). This trench exposed the highest concentration of
features within Land Parcel 126, comprising a middle Iron Age pit, an
undated pit and a gully and four ditches aligned either east-west or ENE-
WSW. Ditch 10206 was possibly late Iron Age in date, whilst the
remainder were of Roman date.

Pit 10203 was only partially exposed on the western edge of the northern
half of the trench. It measured 1.14m from north to south and at least
0.63m from east to west, and was 0.54m deep, with steep sides and a flat
base (Fig. 20). There were two fills: the basal fill of this feature (10205)
contained animal bone fragments, and the overlying fill 10204) yielded
middle Iron Age pottery along with a small amount of bone.
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412.8 Gully 10208 was located 1m south of pit 10203 on an ENE-WSW
alignment. It measured 0.32m wide and 0.27m deep, had steep sides and
an irregular base, and contained two fills (Fig. 20 section 10202; Plate
21). Roman pottery was recovered from the basal fill (10210), and animal
bone was found in the overlying fill (10209). Gully 10208 truncated the
northern side of ditch 10215, and pit 10217 the southern side (Fig. 20
section 10205).

4.12.9 Ditch 10215 ditch was at least 0.9m wide and 0.34m deep and had
sloping sides and a rounded base. lIts single fill (10216) contained a small
amount of animal bone and occasional sherds of Roman pottery.
Environmental Sample <6> from fill 10216 contained a small nhumber of
cereal grains, hulled wheat glume fragments, vetch/wild pea seeds and
stinking chamomile seeds, plus a few charcoal fragments.

4.12.10 Pit 10217 was sub-circular in plan and measured 0.69m across and
0.32m deep, and had steep sides and a concave base. It contained a
single fill (10218) that contained occasional charcoal but no other finds.

4.12.11 Ditch 10213 was parallel to ditch 10215 and some 10m south of it. It was
1.14m wide and 0.43m deep, with very steep sides and a flat base (Fig.
20). The single silty clay fill (10214) contained occasional bone fragments
and Roman pottery. Environmental Sample <5> from fill 10214 contained
small numbers of charcoal fragments larger than 2mm, charred vetch/wild
pea seeds and hazelnut shell fragments.

4.12.12 Ditch 10206 lay around 2m south of ditch 10213, and appeared also to be
running broadly east-west, though perhaps a little more southwards as it
ran west. It measured 1.68 wide and 0.22m deep, and had a saucer-
shaped profile, with gently sloping and curved sides and a rounded base
(Fig. 20). Its single fill (10207) contained late Iron Age/early Roman
pottery and small fragments of fired clay.

4.12.13 Ditch 10211 was the southernmost in this trench, only 1m south of ditch
10206, and was aligned ENE-WSW. It measured 1.34m wide and 0.16m
deep, with moderately steep sides and a broad flat base (Fig. 20). Its
single fill (10212) yielded occasional charcoal, fragmented fired clay and
Roman pottery. Either of ditches 10206 or 10211 could be a continuation
of ditch 10415 in Trench 104, 67m to the east.

4.12.14Trench 103 lay on an east-west alignment, to the immediate east of
Trench 102 (Fig. 19). One ditch terminus or pit 10302 and a possible pit
10305 were recorded in the western half of the trench. Ditch terminus or
pit 10302 was much wider at the north side of the trench, tapering as it ran
south, so may have been a large pit rather than a ditch (Fig. 19). It
measured at least 5m east-west and 2m north-south, and was 0.94m
deep, with steep sides and a flat base. There were four fills: 10304,
10303, 10308 and 10308 from bottom to top (Fig. 21; Plate 22).
Occasional animal bone was recovered from both fills 10304 and 103083,
and occasional Roman pottery and fired clay from fill 103083.
Environmental Sample <4> from fill 10303 contained a few charcoal
fragments alongside a few clover/medick seeds.
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4.12.15Pit 10305 was located 1.2m east of ditch 10302 and had an irregular

shape in plan. It was 2.3m wide and 0.18m deep, with gentle to
moderately sloping sides and an irregular base (Fig. 21). Its fill contained
one Roman sherd. The irregular morphology of this feature led to the
suggestion on site that this may have been of natural rather than man-
made origin.

4.13 Trench 101 (Figs 5, 19 and 20)

4.13.1

413.2

413.3

413.4

413.5

4.13.6

Trench 101 was aligned east-west, and a concentration of features of the
middle Iron Age, and of the medieval/post-medieval periods, was
recorded at the western end of the trench (Fig. 19). The trench was
extended northwards at this end to expose the full extent of a group of
intercutting pits.

In the western half of Trench 101 intercutting pits 10107, 10110 and
10112 were recorded. They were circular or sub-circular in plan and had
similar morphological characteristics. The earliest pit, 10107, lay in the
centre of the group, and was cut by pit 10110 on the west and 10112 on
the east (Fig. 20). It measured at least 1.8m in diameter and almost 1m
deep, and had gently sloping sides and a concave base. There were two
fills, the lower of which (10108) yielded occasional middle Iron Age
pottery, fired clay lumps and shell, whereas the overlying fill (10109) was
sterile.

Pit 10110 to the west measured 0.6m deep and up to 2.7m in diameter,
but was cut at the east edge by pit 10112 (Fig. 20). It also had gently
sloping sides and a concave base, but only one fill (10111), which
contained early Iron Age pottery and a 5g lump of amorphous CBM.

The latest pit was 10112, which was 2m in diameter and 0.5m deep, with
a bowl-shaped profile, and had two fills (Fig. 20). Roman pottery,
medieval pottery and two small fragments of amorphous CBM were
recovered from the basal fill (10113), which was overlain by a very dark
silty clay (10114) that contained much charcoal, animal bone fragments, a
very little fired clay and a little late Iron Age/early Roman and modern
pottery. Environmental Sample <8> was taken from fill 10113, and
contained a small quantity of charred hulled wheat cereal grains alongside
a small number of vetch/wild pea seeds, together with moderate amounts
of charcoal larger than 2mm.

It is difficult to establish the dates of these three features, as according to
their finds, pit 10107 is middle Iron Age, pit 10110 perhaps Roman (due to
the CBM) and pit 10112 of recent date. Given their similar character, it is
likely that the modern pottery is intrusive, and that the three pits to belong
to the later Iron Age or Roman period; it is also possible that the very
small lumps of CBM in pits10110 and 10112 were in fact overfired lumps
of fired clay, so that all three features could be middle to late Iron Age.
These pits have tentatively been interpreted as clay extraction pits.

North-south aligned ditches 10103 and 10105 were recorded west of the
intercutting pit group at the west end of Trench 101 (Fig. 19). These
ditches lay immediately adjacent to one another, but did not intercut. Ditch
10103 was 1.55m wide and 0.33m deep, with moderately sloping sides
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and a concave base (Fig. 20; Plate 23). Occasional bone, fired clay and
late Iron Age/early Roman pottery were recovered from the single fill
(10104).

4.13.7 Ditch 10105 was parallel to ditch 10103 on the west, and measured 2.3m
wide and 0.56m deep, with sloping sides and a pointed base (Fig. 20;
Plate 23). It had a single fill (10106), which contained occasional CBM,
animal bone, late Iron Age/early Roman and post-medieval pottery. These
two ditches possibly represented two different phases of post-medieval
activity within the site, the late Iron Age pottery from ditch 10103 probably
being residual.

4.14 Finds summary

4.14.1 Pottery. A total of 241 sherds (17999g) of prehistoric and Roman pottery
were recovered from the evaluation. The earliest pottery recovered from
site dated to the late Bronze Age to early lron Age (77 sherds; 3589).
Pottery dating to this period was recovered from Trenches 28, 62, 92, 93,
97, 98, 101, 102 and 103. A total of 12 sherds (82g) of middle to late Iron
Age date was found in Trenches 99, 101, 102 and 103.

4.14.2 The late Iron Age or early Roman periods were represented by 57 sherds
(723g) found in Trenches 87-8, 91-3, 96-9 and 101-4. Two rim sherds
from straight-sided bowls, which dated to the 2nd to earlier 3rd centuries
AD, were recorded in Trenches 92 and 97. Late Roman period material
comprised two body sherds from Trenches 72 and 93. The bulk of the
assemblage could only be assigned a broadly Roman date (89 sherds;
7019).

4.14.3 Thirteen sherds (73g) of post-Roman pottery were recovered. The earliest
sherd in the assemblage was a small, abraded fragment (4g) of
early/middle Saxon pottery from Trench 91. The majority of sherds dated
to the 11th to 12th centuries and were recovered from Trenches 92, 97
and 101, and 104. One body sherd of post-medieval Essex redware was
found in Trench 83. Modern pottery comprised a tiny fragment of a
possible plate rim from Trench 98, a body sherd from Trench 106, and a
small fragment of a porcelain saucer from Trench 101.

4.14.4 Ceramic building material. A total of 12 fragments of undated ceramic
building material (CBM) weighing 298g were recovered from Trenches 28,
85, 97, 101 and 104.

4145 Fired clay. Twenty five undated fragments of fired clay, weighing 331g,
were recovered from Trenches 98, 99, 101, 102, 103 and 104.

4.14.6 Worked flint. A small assemblage of five struck flints (187g) and five
pieces of burnt, unworked flint (73g) was found in Trenches 93, 96, 97
and 101. These dated to the Mesolithic or the early Neolithic period.

4.14.7 Stone. Two featureless fragments (7g) identified as Mayen lava were
recovered from a Roman deposit in Trench 99.

4.15 Environmental summary

4.15.1 Charred plant remains. A total of eight samples were assessed from
Trenches 9, 92, 99, 101, 102, 103 and 104, primarily for the assessment
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of charred plant remains. The quantity and quality of the charred remains
was relatively low. Roman ditch 9904 and Roman/medieval pit 10112
produced the most amount of charcoal, with further identification of the
charcoal being possible. There was an indication of some possible crop
processing activity in the vicinity of ditch 10415. The richest assemblage
in terms of cereal remains was recorded from medieval ditch 9203.

4.15.2 Animal bone. A total of 190 fragments (2955¢g) were recovered via hand
excavation and the processing of bulk soil samples from the fill of 16 ditch
and pit features dating broadly from the late Iron Age to the Roman period
(Trenches 91, 92, 93, 96, 97, 98, 99, 101, 102 and 103). The material was
highly fragmented and 78% of the assemblage was unidentifiable to
species level. However, it was possible to confirm the presence on site of
cattle, sheep/goat and horse. Three dog teeth were also recovered and
gnaw marks were present throughout the assemblage, indicating that
dogs were a common presence on site.

4.15.3 Shell and Moll