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AG21 Stonehenge Barrows 

 

Description 

The Asset Group incorporates nine individual prehistoric monuments located in close proximity to 
Stonehenge on Stonehenge Down. They lie within the triangular parcel of land bounded by the A303, the 
former A344 and Byway 12 (sometimes referred to as the Monument Field, or the Stonehenge Triangle). The 
monuments are included within five scheduled areas. Two of the monuments, the disc barrow to the south of 
Stonehenge (Amesbury 10; NHLE 1012385) and the bell barrow to the east (Amesbury 11; NHLE 1012386) 
survive as prominent earthworks; the others within the group have all been reduced in height by cultivation. 

Constituent elements 

NHLE 1012383  

MWI12890,MWI12892, MWI12893, MWI12894, 
MWI12895 

UID 3008 

Five bowl barrows forming the greater part of a round 
barrow cemetery 200m south west of Stonehenge on 
Stonehenge Down 

NHLE 1012384  

MWI12440 

UID 3006 

Bowl barrow 230m west of Stonehenge forming part 
of a round barrow cemetery on Stonehenge Down 

NHLE 1012385  

MWI13029 

UID 3007 

Disc barrow 220m south west of Stonehenge forming 
part of a round barrow cemetery on Stonehenge 
Down 

NHLE 1012386  

MWI12916 

UID 3009 

Bell barrow 100m east of Stonehenge immediately 
south of the A344 

NHLE 1012387 

MWI12891 

UID 3005 

Bowl barrow 300m WSW of Stonehenge, forming 
part of a round barrow cemetery on Stonehenge 
Down 
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AG22 Stonehenge 

 

Description 

This group comprises Stonehenge: the monumental circular enclosure, stone settings including the Heel 
Stone, and associated buried remains and earthworks. 

Constituent elements 

NHLE 1010140 

UID 3010.01 

Stonehenge, the Avenue, and three barrows adjacent 
to the Avenue forming part of a round barrow 
cemetery on Countess Farm 
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AG23 Greater Cursus, Amesbury 56 and Winterbourne Stoke 30 Round Barrows, and the Amesbury 
42 Long Barrow 

 

Description 

The main element of the group is the Greater Cursus, which consists of a c.3 km long and up to 130 m wide 
enclosure, aligned west-southwest to east-northeast across a flat ridge and partly within a shallow combe on 
the Avon-Till interfluve, some 700 m to the north of Stonehenge. It is defined by a ditch with inner and outer 
banks, which are punctuated by occasional gaps. Excavations at a number of locations have indicated that 
the ditch varies in depth, between c.0.75 m and 2 m. The monumental earthworks vary in prominence along 
the length of the Greater Cursus as a result of a combination of natural processes, modern disturbance and 
deliberate levelling.  

The group also includes two round barrows situated within its western end and a long barrow (‘Amesbury 42’) 
situated at its eastern end. The Early Neolithic long barrow ‘Amesbury 42’ is visible as a slight earthwork 
some 80 m long by 15 m wide, although this is difficult to identify, having been reduced in height by 
cultivation and forestry. Of the two Late Neolithic or Early Bronze Age round barrows at the western end of 
the Cursus, the more westerly (a bell barrow) has been levelled by the construction of military buildings 
during 1914-18 and subsequent agricultural operations. The second, an example of the more common ‘bowl’ 
type, remains prominent above ground, although the surrounding ditch is now largely infilled and difficult to 
identify. 

The eastern and western terminals of the Greater Cursus occupy elevated positions on the plateau-like 
interfluve between the Till and the Avon. Between these two points, the Cursus descends into Stonehenge 
Bottom at the point where this is formed by two conjoining dry valleys. The landscape traversed by the 
Greater Cursus and extending to the south of the monument is largely open rolling grass downland. To the 
north, the character of the landscape is more mixed, with open fields and screening plantations surrounding 
the southern edge of development within and on the periphery of Larkhill Camp. Immediately north of the 
Greater Cursus, approximately 1 km from its eastern end, lies the redundant Larkhill Sewage Farm. The 
western terminal of the Greater Cursus breaches the Fargo Plantation, a large and thickly planted north-
south aligned belt of woodland. 

Constituent elements 

NHLE 1009132 

MWI12439, MWI12437, MWI12901, MWI12902 

No UID  

The Cursus, two round barrows situated within its 
western end, and a long barrow situated at its 
eastern end 
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AG24 Stonehenge Bottom / Luxenborough Barrows 

 

Description 

The group comprises 12 bowl barrows located at Stonehenge Bottom and Luxenborough Plantation. It 
includes a discrete cluster of six bowl barrows in Luxenborough Plantation, two outliers to the northwest and 
northeast, a further group of three bowl barrows in woodland to the north and the ‘King Barrow’ (NHLE 
1008947) on the northern edge of the A303. Whilst the individual barrows of Amesbury 19 (NHLE 1012374) 
and Amesbury 22 (NHLE 1012372; MWI13035) are recorded in the National Heritage List for England as 
bowl barrows, they are also described as bell barrows by some authors. There is evidence for the possible 
position of five further barrows visible on aerial photographs (MWI12797, MWI12798, MWI12799, MWI12810, 
MWI13040). In addition to the barrows, a pair of standing stones was recorded by William Stukeley in area of 
Luxenborough Plantation. Archaeological evidence for Neolithic pits (MWI12462, MWI12466, MWI12548) 
and finds (e.g. MWI12497) from the area of the Asset Group is indicative of earlier activity within the 
landscape.  

Several of the barrows within the group lie within areas of woodland and as such survive as earthworks; 
though likely reduced in height. Others within cultivated fields have been truncated or levelled by modern 
agricultural activity, although surrounding ditches and possible satellite features are also thought to survive 
as below-ground archaeological remains. The King Barrow has been partially impacted by the widening of 
the A303, with the southern part of the monument now removed and the exposed side of the barrow 
supported by stone wall revetment.  

The group is located on higher ground overlooking the dry valley of Stonehenge Bottom. The monuments are 
situated within several large agricultural fields with most of the barrows located within two discrete areas of 
plantation. The surrounding landscape is predominantly agricultural, comprising large pasture and arable 
fields and small areas of plantation. The fields are largely divided by post and wire fences. Electricity pylons 
lie within views to the southeast. Further woodland can be seen in longer distance views, particularly along 
King Barrow Ridge. 

Constituent elements 

NHLE 1008947  

MWI12924 

UID 3014 

Bowl barrow 300m south west of New King Barrows 

NHLE 1012371  

MWI13030 

UID 3011 

Bowl barrow 650m SSE of Stonehenge 
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AG24 Stonehenge Bottom / Luxenborough Barrows 

NHLE 1012372  

MWI13033, MWI13034, MWI13035 

UID 3012 

Three bowl barrows 150m south of the A303, north of 
Luxenborough Plantation 

NHLE 1012373  

MWI13036 

UID 3092 

Bowl barrow on the north eastern edge of Luxenborough 
Plantation 

NHLE 1012374  

MWI13037 

UID 3091 

Bowl barrow on the eastern edge of Luxenborough 
Plantation 

NHLE 1012391  

MWI12746, MWI13038, MWI13039 

UID 3089 

Three bowl barrows on the southern edge of Luxenborough 
Plantation 

NHLE 1012392  

MWI13051 

UID 3013 

Bowl barrow on Coneybury Hill, 130m NNE of 
Luxenborough Plantation (levelled) 

NHLE 1012587  

MWI13041  

UID 3090 

Bowl barrow within Luxenborough Plantation 
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AG25 Packway Barrows 

 

Description 

The group lies to the southwest of Larkhill Camp and includes two discrete barrow cemeteries. One of seven 
bowl barrows, one of which has since been destroyed, which lies at the southwestern edge of the residential 
development associated with Larkhill Camp. Another mound lying immediately to the southwest of the group 
has been concluded to be a modern military feature (MWI12779). The second group includes eight bowl 
barrows and a single pond barrow to the southwest. Four mounds to the north of this group have also been 
concluded to probably not be additional barrows (MWI12865). 

Within the north-western group three of the barrows are recorded as surviving as earthworks within the list 
entry, though only one can currently be clearly identified due to overlying vegetation and the 1971 OS map 
suggest only one is extant. All seven barrows are recorded on the 1901 OS map as well as another possible 
outlier to the west. All barrows within the south-eastern group are still visible as earthworks. 

Constituent elements 

NHLE 1009067 

No UID 

Nine round barrows forming a round barrow cemetery 400m 
north of the eastern end of The Cursus 

NHLE 1009068 

No UID 

Six bowl barrows forming the majority of a round barrow 
cemetery in Larkhill Camp south of The Packway 
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AG26 Old and New King Barrows 

Description 

The Asset Group includes 16 scheduled bowl barrows and four scheduled bell barrows, which together form 
the two barrow cemeteries known as the ‘Old’ and ‘New’ King Barrows. Old King Barrows lies to the north of 
the Avenue (AG27) and comprises at least nine bowl barrows on a broad south-west/north-east alignment. 
New King Barrows lie directly to the south of the Avenue and comprises at least three bowl barrows and four 
bell barrows. (Two further bowl barrows to the south-west of Old King Barrows and two to the south of the 
Avenue are considered as discrete assets within the assessment). 

The Asset Group occupies one of the most prominent ridgelines within the Stonehenge landscape, aligned on 
an elevated north-north-east/south-south-west axis. The majority of the barrows within the group lie within 
copses of woodland that are set amidst pasture (to the west) and large arable fields (to the east). To the west 
of the group lies a dry valley known as Stonehenge Bottom. Adjacent to the southernmost barrow (NHLE 
1012420) is Custodian Cottage. 

King Barrow Ridge possesses extensive long-distance views, particularly to the east and west. To the east 
there are views towards Beacon Hill, which include Solstice Park and the aircraft hangars at MoD Boscombe 
Down; to the west there are views into Stonehenge Bottom and beyond towards Stonehenge Down and 
Normanton Down. 

The Asset Group occupies one of the most prominent ridgelines within the Stonehenge landscape, aligned on 
an elevated north-northeast/south-southwest axis. The majority of the barrows within the group lie within 
copses of woodland that are set amidst pasture (to the west) and large arable fields (to the east). To the west 
of the group lies a dry valley known as Stonehenge Bottom. Adjacent to the southernmost barrow (NHLE 
1012420) is Custodian Cottage. 

Constituent elements 

AG26A King Barrows – Old King Barrows, north 

 

NHLE 1009147 

No UID 

Bowl barrow 200m south west of Strangways forming 
part of a linear round barrow cemetery known as the 
Old King Barrows 

NHLE 1009148 

No UID 

Bowl barrow 300m south west of Strangways forming 
part of a linear round barrow cemetery known as the 
Old King Barrows 

NHLE 1009149 

No UID 

Bowl barrow 150m NNE of Seven Barrow Cottages 
forming part of a round barrow cemetery known as 
Old King Barrows 



















































If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information, 
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you. 

Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ 
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© Crown copyright 2018. 
You may re-use this information (not including logos) free of charge in 
any format or medium, under the terms of the Open Government 
Licence. To view this licence: 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk /doc/open-government-licence/ 
write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, 
Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This document is also available on our website at www.gov.uk /highways 

 
If you have any enquiries about this document email info@a303stonehenge.co.uk 
or call 0300 123 5000*. 

 
*Calls to 03 numbers cost no more than a national rate call to an 01 or 
02 number and must count towards any inclusive minutes in the 
same way as 01 and 02 calls. 
These rules apply to calls from any type of line including mobile, BT, other fixed line or 

payphone. Calls may be recorded or monitored. 

 

 


