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1

Introduction

1.1

Purpose of document

1.1.1

This document is submitted to the Examining Authority in relation to the
application by Highways England for development consent under the
Planning Act 2008 for the proposed A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon
Improvement Scheme, hereafter referred to as ‘the Scheme’. The Scheme
extends for a distance of 21 miles, from the existing A14 at Ellington to the
Cambridge Northern Bypass at Milton. It includes a new bypass to the
south of Huntingdon, carriageway widening on the existing A14 between
Swavesey and Girton, and improvements to the Cambridge Northern
Bypass. It also includes junction improvements, the widening of a 4.5 mile
section of the A1 trunk road between Brampton and Alconbury, and
approximately 7 miles of new local access roads. In addition, it includes the
de-trunking (i.e. returning to local road status) of the existing A14 trunk road
between the Ellington and Swavesey junctions, and the removal of the
existing road viaduct over the East Coast Mainline railway at Huntingdon. A
more detailed overview of the Scheme is included in Appendix A.

1.1.2

The Application was submitted to the Planning Inspectorate on 31
December 2014.

1.1.3

Guidance about the purpose and possible content of SoCGs is given in
paragraphs 58-65 of the Department for Communities and Local
Government’s “Planning Act 2008: Guidance for the examination of
applications for development consent” (March 2015 version). Paragraph 58,
copied below, confirms the basic function of SoCG's:

1.1.4

“A statement of common ground is a written statement prepared jointly by
the applicant and another party or parties, setting out any matters on which
they agree. As well as identifying matters which are not in real dispute, it is
also useful if a statement identifies those areas where agreement has not
been reached. The statement should include references to show where
those matters are dealt with in the written representations or other
documentary evidence.”

1.1.5

SoCGs therefore are a useful and established means of ensuring that the
evidence at the post-application examination focuses on the material
differences between the main parties, and so aim to help facilitate a more
efficient examination process.

1.2

Parties to this SoCG

1.2.1

This SoCG has been prepared in respect of the Scheme by Highways
England, as the Applicant, and Environment Agency (“EA”).

1.2.2

Highways England is a government company responsible for operating,
maintaining and improving the strategic road network in England. The
network is made up of England's motorways and all-purpose trunk roads
(the major "A" roads). The A14 is part of the trunk road network for which
Highways England is responsible.
Following the Scheme being
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constructed Highways England will be responsible for operating and
maintaining the improved A14.
1.2.3

The Environment Agency is a non-departmental public body, established in
1996 and sponsored by the United Kingdom government's Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), with responsibilities relating
to the protection and enhancement of the environment in England (and until
2013 also Wales). The Environment Agency is the principal flood risk
management operating authority. It has permissive power (but not the legal
obligation) to manage flood risk from designated Main Rivers and the sea.

1.3

Structure of the Statement of Common Ground

1.3.1

This SoCG has been structured to reflect matters and topics of interest to
the Environment Agency in relation to the Scheme.

1.3.2

Section 2 provides an overview of consultation to date between Highways
England and the Environment Agency.

1.3.3

Section 3 provides a summary of the main areas and topics covered by this
SoCG.

1.3.4

Section 4 provides a summary of areas that have been agreed and areas
that have not been agreed.

1.3.5

Section 6 provides a record of areas still under discussion.

1.3.6

Section 7 provides a succinct summary of the matters contained within this
SoCG.

1.3.7

An overview of the scheme is included in Appendix A.

1.3.8

Throughout this SoCG:

1.3.9

•

Where a sentence begins "It is agreed", this signifies a matter that has
been specifically stated as agreed by Highways England and the
Environment Agency;

•

Where a sentence begins "It is not agreed", this signifies a matter that
has been specifically stated as not agreed by Highways England and
the Environment Agency; and

•

Where a sentence begins "It is under discussion" this signifies a matter
that is still under discussion by Highways England and the Environment
Agency.

This document records the state of agreement (and disagreement) between
Highways England and the Environment Agency.
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2

Overview of previous consultation

2.1.1

A summary of the key meetings between Highways England and the
Environment Agency through the preliminary design process is outlined in
the table below.

Date

Form of
Liaison

Summary

10 Dec 2013

Meeting

Flood risk (and other environmental disciplines) inception
meeting

10 Mar 2014

Meeting

Discussion of general drainage and flood risk issues

27 May 2014

Meeting

Information gathering on available site information for
Milton landfill and possible impacts of the Scheme

5 Aug 2014

Meeting

Presentation of FRA methodology and approach and a
presentation of the HAWRAT water quality impact
assessment tool

11 Aug 2014

Meeting

Milton landfill site walkover to review potential borehole
locations

3 Sep 2014

Meeting

SoCG Inception meeting to confirm process and
timeframes

14 Oct 2014

Meeting

Review of EA draft FRA modelling comments

20 Oct 2014

Presentation

Presentation of Environmental Statement key findings

21 Oct 2014

Telephone
Conference

Review of draft revised Great Ouse crossing model
results

28 Oct 2014

Letter

EA draft FRA comments

27 Nov 2014

Telephone
Conference

Call to review the impact of the revised river Great Ouse
crossing on flood risk

2 Dec 2014

Meeting

Review of draft SoCG items

2015

Telephone
Conference,
Email

Numerous
telephone
conversations
and
email
communications relating to flood risk and the scheme,
SoCG and resolving comments received from the EA on
the Flood Risk Assessment

Spring 2015

Emails

Progress updates on of Milton Boreholes

27 April 2015

Submission

Milton Landfill Boreholes CQA Report

12 May 2015

Email

Email to EA requesting comments on approach to
mitigating impacts on fish

22 May 2015

Email

Commentary from EA on Milton Boreholes CQA report

22 May 2015

Phone call

Call to EA general discussion about impacts to fish

26 May 2015

Email

Email to EA requesting comments on approach to
mitigating impacts on fish

27 May – 11 Email and
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Summary
the potential to affect ecological mitigation works if the
horizontal alignment changes (see 2.2)

27 May – 11 Email and
June 2015
telephone

Issues raised in relevant representations, SOCG and
written questions with regard to geology and soils issues

28 May 2015

Email

Email from EA providing comments on the approach to
mitigating impacts on crayfish

28 May 2015

Email

Email from EA providing comments on the approach to
mitigating impacts on fish

2 June 2015

Email

Email to EA providing further comments on the approach
to mitigating impacts on crayfish

2 June 2015

Email

Email from EA confirming that the approach to mitigating
impacts on crayfish was adequate and this would be
reflected in their written submission

23 June 2015
1 July 2015

Email

Proposed changes to Red Line Boundary at Buckden
South Landfill

15 June 2015

Submission

Submission of Flood Risk Assessment addendum to EA
pertaining to the change to flood risk on Ellington Brook

15 June 2015

Submission

Submission of Flood Risk Assessment addendum to EA
pertaining to amendments to soil storage areas

28 July 2015

Meeting

Meeting to review current version of SoCG and agree
matters

22 Sept 2015

Call

Call between EA and HE for a general discussion on
SoCG points that could now be agreed

6
October Meeting
2015

Meeting to discuss draft updated FRA and hydraulic
modelling

Aug
to Various
November
2015

Telephone conversations and emails discussing updated
FRA and hydraulic modelling

2.1.2

Where available, records of these meetings and communications are
included in Appendix B.

2.1.3

It is agreed by both parties that this is an accurate record of the meetings
and key correspondence between Highways England and the Environment
Agency in relation to the matters recorded in Section 3.

2.1.4

There is ongoing discussion between the parties.
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3

Topics contained within this SoCG

3.1.1

This section provides a summary of the topics that have been considered
within this SoCG and provide a structure as to topics and matters of
relevance that have been the subject of correspondence and contact to
date between Highways England and the Environment Agency.

3.1.2

The Environment Agency have raised concerns in relation to the following
key areas:
•

Flood risk;

•

Ground contamination;

•

Groundwater;

•

Ecology; and the

•

Water Framework Directive.

3.1.3

The Environment Agency is a statutory consultee for developments that
impact upon Main Rivers in England and Wales. They have raised a
number of concerns in relation to flood risk on the A14. A Flood Risk
Assessment has been developed in support of the Environmental
Statement which provides details of the assessment of the scheme’s
impact upon flood risk and the proposed mitigation measures. . The
Environment Agency considers that there are significant issues which the
FRA does not currently cover. Discussions are ongoing to resolve the
outstanding concerns.

3.1.4

The Environment Agency are a statutory consultee for ground
contamination in England and Wales. Concerns are primarily related to the
risk of contamination related to historic landfills and the possibility that the
scheme could introduce a new pollution pathway.

3.1.5

The Environment Agency has raised concerns regarding the potential for
the excavations along the scheme to dewater groundwater or the risk to
pollution of watercourses.

3.1.6

A number of issues have been raised regarding ecological impacts of the
scheme by the Environment Agency which relate to impacts upon
mammals and bio-security.

3.1.7

Queries have been raised by the Environment Agency in relation to the
Water Framework Directive assessment included in the Environmental
Statement. These will be addressed through the detailed design phase
after the making of the DCO (if the application is granted).

HE/A14/EX/249

SEB03/5

November 2015

A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon
Improvement scheme

3.1.8

SoCG Report Update – Deadline 15

In addition to discussion of the topics listed above, there have been
discussions with the Environment Agency about other issues. These
discussions are outside the direct scope of the DCO, and in many cases
are dependent upon ultimate approval of the scheme by the Secretary of
State. The issues being discussed with the Environment Agency include:

HE/A14/EX/249

•

Flood risk betterment;

•

Discharge of hazardous substances to groundwater under the
Environmental Permitting Regulations 2010; and

•

Consenting of the use of herbicides to control invasive and nonnative species.
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4

Matters agreed

4.1

Areas of agreement

4.1.1

The references in the table below cross-reference the relevant issue in the
Environment Agency’s Relevant Representations, unless the reference is a
letter.
Subject area

Description

Areas of common ground

1.1

Flood Defence
Consent

Protective provisions have
been agreed between the
parties and are included
within the DCO for the EA to
retain this ability.

1.2

Diversion of
West Brook

The EA wish to retain the
ability to consent the crossing
of the river Great Ouse, due
to potential changes in the
detailed design phase which
could impact upon localised
hydrology and flood risk.
The EA are seeking to retain
the consenting powers within
their remit in order to formally
authorise specific works
agreed through the detailed
design phase of the Scheme.

Ref

1.3

Diversion of
Alconbury
Brook

The EA would like to retain
the Consenting powers within
the EA’s remit in order to
formally authorise specific
works agreed through the
detailed design phase of the
Scheme.

Record of
agreement

Details of the design
commensurate with a
diversion consent
application will only become
available during the detailed
design phase after the
making of the DCO (if the
application is granted). They
can then be made available
to the EA at that time.
Protective provisions have
been agreed by the parties
and are included within the
DCO for the benefit of the
EA to address their
outstanding concerns.
Details of the design
commensurate with a
diversion consent
application will only become
available during the detailed
design phase after the
making of the DCO (if the
application is granted). They
can then be made available
to the EA at that time.
Protective provisions have
been agreed by the parties
and are included within the
DCO for the benefit of the
EA to address their
outstanding concerns.
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The EA would like to retain
the Consenting powers within
their remit in order to formally
authorise specific works
agreed through the detailed
design phase of the Scheme.

1.6

Flood Risk
Betterment

The EA would like to see the
inclusion of measures to
mitigate pre-existing flooding
issues in addition to
mitigation of the flood risk
impacts of the scheme.

1.7

Maintenance
Access

1.8C

Variations in
Horizontal
Alignment

The EA are seeking to
ensure that the detailed
design provides sufficient
access to Main Rivers for
them to continue
maintenance activities.
The Environment Agency are
seeking to retain an oversight
role to ensure the impact of
any variation to the horizontal
alignment does not
deleteriously impact upon
Main Rivers or encroach onto
permitted sites.
(Please refer to item 7.2).
The EA do not want
temporary soil storage or
compound areas located
within Flood Zone 3.

1.9

Location of
Temporary
Works

HE/A14/EX/249
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Details of the design
commensurate with a flood
defence consent application
for works within 9 metres of
the watercourse will only
become available during the
detailed design phase after
the making of the DCO (if
the application is granted).
They can then be made
available to the EA at that
time.
Protective provisions have
been agreed by the parties
and are included within the
DCO for the benefit of the
EA to address their
outstanding concerns.
It is agreed that Highways
England will undertake a
feasibility study into the
viability of using Borrow Pits
to provide flood risk
betterment during
November - December
2015.
It is agreed that protective
provisions are included in
the DCO to retain
maintenance access for the
Environment Agency
Protective provisions within
the DCO have been agreed
to ensure Highways
England re-consult with the
Environment Agency over
changes to the HA that
could impact upon Main
Rivers or encroach upon
permitted sites.
Agreed through the Code of
Construction Practice
submitted at Deadline 14.

Email HE
to EA
29/10/15

Protective
Provisions

Protective
Provisions

Agreed in
CoCP
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1.11

1.12

1.13

Flood Risk
Impact to
Ellington Brook
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The Flood Risk Assessment
predicts an increase in flood
risk above neutral to the
Ellington Brook.

Flood Risk
Impact to
Brampton
Brook

The Flood Risk Assessment
predicts an increase in flood
risk above neutral to the
Brampton Brook.

Flood Risk
Impact to the
river Great
Ouse

The Flood Risk Assessment
predicts an increase in flood
risk above neutral to the river
Great Ouse.

Maintenance
Schedule

The EA have requested the
Flood Risk Assessment
includes details of the
maintenance provisions for
the new road.

HE/A14/EX/249
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The demonstration of
changes to flood risk to
affected landowners are
under discussion. As
agreed with the EA,
Highways England will seek
the agreement of affected
landowners to this change
in flood risk via the provision
of a report summarising the
predicted change to flood
depth, frequency and
threshold which will be
submitted to them during
the examination period.
The demonstration of
changes to flood risk to
affected landowners are
under discussion. As
agreed with the EA,
Highways England will seek
the agreement of affected
landowners to this change
in flood risk via the provision
of a report summarising the
predicted change to flood
depth, frequency and
threshold which will be
submitted to them during
the examination period.
The demonstration of
changes to flood risk to
affected landowners are
under discussion. As
agreed with the EA,
Highways England will seek
the agreement of affected
landowners to this change
in flood risk via the provision
of a report summarising the
predicted change to flood
depth, frequency and
threshold which will be
submitted to them during
the examination period.
The provision of
maintenance schedule by
Highways England is under
discussion. Highways
England propose to provide
the EA with details of the
proposed maintenance
schedule through the
detailed design process
after the making of the DCO
(if the application is
granted).

The EA
wish to
advise the
ExA of this
point and
not for the
EA to
address.

The EA
wish to
advise the
ExA of this
point and
not for the
EA to
address.

The EA
wish to
advise the
ExA of this
point and
not for the
EA to
address.

Email
Adam
Ireland to
J2A
18/3/15
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1.14

Climate
Change

1.15

Phasing of
Floodplain
Compensation

1.16

Future
Retention of
Floodplain
compensation
Areas

The EA require that the
floodplain compensation
areas are designated as
floodplain and therefore
protected as such.

1.17

Floodplain
Compensation
Areas

The EA have identified that
some FpC areas are located
within Flood Zone 3 and
would therefore provide
insufficient compensation for
floodplain loss.

1.18
a

Future retention
of Floodplain
Compensation
Areas within
Borrow Pits

The EA require that borrow
pits identified for floodplain
compensation are to be
protected for the lifetime of
the development. These are
listed in the relevant

HE/A14/EX/249

The EA have commented
that within the FRA and
associated Annexes (and the
Design Input Statement) the
climate change allowances
for runoff control
(attenuation) are stated as
20% increase in rainfall
within the calculations. The
FRA states the lifespan of the
Scheme is 100 years (within
FRA conclusion point 29.1.10
Exception Test). Therefore
the climate change
allowances used should be
beyond 2085 and therefore
should be using 30%
increase in rainfall total for
the runoff calculation (in
accordance with the UKCP09
projections).

SEB03/10

It is agreed that the Flood
Risk Assessment will be
updated to reflect the 60
year design life of the
drainage assets of the
scheme as stated in the
issue specific hearing of 17
September 2015. The
updated FRA will be agreed
between the parties during
the examination period and
resubmitted for Deadline 11.

Meeting of
28/7/15

It is agreed and stated in
the CoCP that floodplain
compensation will be
constructed ahead of any
loss of floodplain (flood
zone 3) in the same
watercourse catchment.
It is agreed that Highways
England will submit a flood
map challenge to the EA for
all floodplain compensation
areas on the scheme at the
end of year 1 after
construction. It is
anticipated that this could
be secured through the
Handover Environmental
Management Plan.
It is agreed that it has been
demonstrated through the
final Flood Risk Assessment
that the FpC areas are
outside the modelled 1% (1
in100) AEP floodplain. The
agreed FRA requirement
and protective provisions
within the DCO provide the
EA with the opportunity to
review these areas during
detailed design.
It is agreed that Highways
England will make a
submission for a flood zone
challenge to the
Environment Agency one
year after construction via

Addressed
in CoCP

Meeting
28/7/15

Email 12
November

SoCG
meeting of
28 July
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representation.

1.18
b

Borrow Pits in
Existing
Floodplain

1.19

Floodplain
Compensation
Area Alignment

1.20

Soil storage
areas within
floodplain
compensation
areas

There are FpC areas that
have SSA within them which
is not permissible as it will
prevent the operation as
mitigation for the loss of
floodplain.

1.21

Floodplain
Compensation
Area Continuity
and Alignment

The EA are concerned that
the orientation of certain FpC
areas will not provide
sufficient compensation

1.22

West Brook
floodplain
compensation

The EA have queried the
extent of the identified area
of loss

1.23

River Great
Ouse Crossing
Piers

The EA request that the piers
supporting the river Great
Ouse crossing are orientated
to the flow and piers 6 and 7
are too close to the
watercourse to permit direct
access to the river bank.

1.24

Hydraulic
Models

The EA would like to review
the hydraulic modelling
undertaken to assess the
impact of the Scheme.

HE/A14/EX/249

The EA are concerned that
Borrow Pits proposed within
Flood Zones could displace
flood waters elsewhere if not
designed to flood as they do
at present. The EA request a
requirement that the ground
levels on the Borrow Pits are
not raised once constructed.
The EA are concerned that
the orientation of certain FpC
areas will not provide
sufficient compensation

SEB03/11

the Handover
Environmental management
plan to update the Flood
Zones including Floodplain
Compensation Areas and
updated hydraulic modelling
It is agreed that this is
covered by a requirement
under the DCO and the
protective provisions
included in the DCO.

It agreed that the hydraulic
models demonstrate the
operation of the FpC area
and with the exception of
four watercourses the
scheme does not produce a
worse than Neutral impact
upon flood risk
It is agreed that the
identified clashes between
FpC areas 02, 08, 43 and
the SSAs has been
removed as the soil storage
areas are no longer
required – see 1.9.
It agreed that with the
exception of four
watercourses the scheme
does not produce a worse
than Neutral impact upon
flood risk.
It is agreed that the scheme
includes floodplain
compensation on the West
Brook to mitigate for its
impact.
It is agreed subject to the
outputs of the river Great
Ouse model that Highways
England will liaise with the
Environment Agency during
detailed design with regard
to the position and
orientation of the piers on
the Great Ouse crossing.
Updated hydraulic models
have been submitted to the
EA for acceptance.

Position
Statements
submitted
by both
parties at
Deadlines
13 and 14

Submission
of updated
FRA at
DL13

Submission
of updated
FRA at
DL13

EA Review
of updated
FRA and
DL13 and
14
submission
Acceptanc
e of West
brook FRA
section by
EA
Call
22/9/15

All models
submitted
by
28/10/15
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A

River Great
Ouse Crossing

The EA raised concerns
regarding the east
embankment of the river
Great Ouse crossing
increasing flood risk
upstream.

B

Covell’s Drain
Flood Risk

The original assessment
indicated there would be a
worse than neutral impact on
flood risk as a result of the
Scheme.

2.1

Navigation on
the river Great
Ouse

The EA would like provision
be included in the DCO or
protective provision made for
navigation of the river Great
Ouse to protect the following:
• Retention of navigation
freeboard
• Details of the temporary
works for the new
crossing
• Details of the final
structure

2.2

Limits of
Vertical
Alignment
Deviation

3.1

Pollution
control

The EA are seeking to retain
an oversight role to ensure
the impact of any variation to
the vertical alignment of the
scheme (within the limits of
deviation) does not
deleteriously impact upon
flood risk and navigation.
Highway run-off from
accidental spillages has the
potential to damage receiving
watercourse through
discharge of liquid
contaminants.

HE/A14/EX/249
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It is agreed that the design
of the crossing has been
modified to significantly
reduce the length of
embankment crossing the
floodplain, which is reflected
in the DCO application
design, subject to the EA’s
review of the river Great
Ouse hydraulic model
submitted by Hoghways
England.
The design has been
modified to increase
proposed culvert
dimensions. It is agreed that
the Scheme results in an
acceptable change to flood
risk on the watercourse.
This will be reflected in the
updated FRA to be agreed
during the examination
period.
It is agreed that the draft
DCO makes provision for
this through protective
provisions which are
agreed.

See 1.7
(maintenan
ce access)

Protective provisions within
the DCO have been agreed
to ensure Highways
England re-consult with the
Environment Agency over
changes to the VA that
could impact upon Main
Rivers or navigation.
It is agreed that during the
detailed design phase after
the making of the DCO (if
the application is granted)
Highways England will
include in the CEMP an
accident management plan
for agreement with the EA
and emergency services.

Protective
Provisions

Meeting
14/10/14

Protective
Provisions

EA WR’s
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3.3

Dewatering

Dewatering of excavations
has the potential to damage
the receiving watercourses.

4.1

Milton Landfill

The EA are seeking
reassurance that the
inclusion of areas of the
landfill within the DCO
boundary will not prevent the
operators maintaining their
pollution prevention
obligations.
EA officers will require
access to check the
measures and permitting
compliance of the landfill
operators.
Wells will have to be
reinstated in locations agreed
with the EA and to the CQA
as permit requirements.

4.4

Buckden South
Landfill
Leachate

HE/A14/EX/249

The extent of waste
deposition is uncertain to the
south of the site. There is a
risk that diffuse pollution from
the landfill could interact with
the Scheme.

SEB03/13

It is agreed that suitable
pollution prevention controls
will be implemented where
dewatering activities occur,
for example, settlement
ponds, sediment traps and
visual checks. This will be
included in the CEMP and
(and LEMP if required) to be
provided under the Code of
Construction Practice.
It is agreed that current
boreholes are within the
A14 DCO boundary. It is
under discussion that
evidence will be provided to
the EA during detailed
design following the making
of the DCO (assuming it is
granted) that suitable
alternative locations exist
for monitoring wells
following completion of the
Ground Investigation
(commenced Feb 2015).

See EA
WR’s

Meeting
28/7/15

Replacement monitoring
wells will be installed prior
to construction to CQA.
Item G10 of the REAC (ES
Appendix 20.1) states that
the landfill integrity will be
maintained during
construction. Provided
through contractual
agreement between
Highways England and the
design and construction
contractor. We are also
working together to
investigate possibilities for
the protection of the landfill
site.
The extent of waste
deposition at Buckden
South landfill is uncertain.

Meeting
28/7/15

Due to the higher risk from
contamination, the EA
request a specific obligation
of the DCO to include
mitigation measures to
ensure no detrimental
impact to water quality
occurs.
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The Scheme intrusive
investigations correlate well
with those of the landfill
operator. Highways England
believes that concentrations
of contaminants are not
significant.
The Scheme will be on
embankment in this area
reducing the risk of
encountering contaminated
materials.

Paragraph 6(2) of Part 1 of
Schedule 2 to the draft
DCO requires that the
relevant planning authority
or EA be consulted should
contaminated land or
groundwater be
encountered if not
anticipated in the ES and a
risk assessment completed.

4.2a

Land
Contamination

An appropriate risk
assessment of land
contamination is required.
The assessment needs to
explain why certain locations
have not been progressed to
detailed assessment.

The Code of Construction
Practice identifies the
mitigation measures
included in the DCO to
prevent the entrainment of
existing ground
contamination.
It is agreed that the risk
assessment is appropriate.
A preliminary risk
assessment is included in
the Environmental
Statement Ch.12 and
Appendix 12.1 (Table 12.4).

Meeting of
28/7/15

A site walkover was
undertaken where safe to
do so and access was
permissible. An assessment
was made of areas of
potential concern with
potential to be significant
contamination sources,
taking into account current
and historic use,
environmental setting,
proximity to the Scheme
and nature of the Scheme in
that area.
It is acknowledged that
there is potential for
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4.3

Groundwater
and
Foundations

The EA would want to assess
the impact of the river Great
Ouse crossing foundations
on groundwater quality,
flows, pathways and users in
the vicinity.

4.5

Dewatering –
Borrow Pit 6

A risk that the excavation of
BP6 could lead to dewatering
of the Woburn Sands aquifer.

5.1

Ecology
Culverts

The EA request that the
proposed mammal crossings
maintain connectivity
between habitats and
populations.

5.2

Bio-Security

Consent will be required from
the Environment Agency for
the use of herbicides in or
near water (The use of
pesticides comes under the
Control of Pesticides
Regulations and the
‘Chemicals Regulation
Directorate’ provide all of the
guidance and updates on
chemical use). Consent to
trap crayfish is a requirement
of Environment Agency
byelaws in exercise of its
powers under section 210 of,
and Schedule 25 to, the
Water Resources Act 1991.

HE/A14/EX/249

SEB03/15

localised contamination to
be present in areas not
identified at this stage, and
there is provision in the
CoCP and the obligation
contained in Paragraph 6 of
Schedule 2 to the DCO for
the management of material
suspected to be
contaminated which is
encountered during works.
It is agreed that details of
the foundations will become
available through the
detailed design process
after the making of the DCO
(if the application is
granted), when they can be
provided to the EA.
It is agreed that the risk of
dewatering is to be fully
assessed following
completion of the ongoing
Ground Investigation.
Consultation will then be
undertaken with the EA
during the detailed design
phase after the making of
the DCO (if the application
is granted) when the results
will feed into the BP design
and any dewatering
scheme.
This has been agreed
through the Design Impact
Statement. Confirmation will
be provided during the
detailed design phase after
the making of the DCO (if
the application is granted).
It is agreed that the
management of invasive
species will be covered in
the Construction and
Environmental Management
Plan to be provided under
the Code of Construction
Practice. Japanese
knotweed is known to be
present which will require
consultation with the EA as
it is considered to be special
waste.

Meeting of
28/7/15

Meeting of
28/7/15

Meeting of
28/7/15

Meeting of
28/7/15

The use of herbicides for
the treatment of invasive
species will be dealt with
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outside the DCO

5.3

Water Voles

5.4

Watercourse
Diversions

5.5

Water Vole
Surveys

5.6

White clawed
crayfish

5.7

Freshwater fish

HE/A14/EX/249

Receptor sites need to be of
sufficient size and preferably
connected into the existing
watercourse network. The
site must be created in
advance of construction
works.
Opportunities should be
sought to enhance the
watercourses affected by
diversion works. This could
include improvements to the
hydromorphology, ecology,
bank profile and could be
investigated at the detailed
design stage after the making
of the DCO (if the application
is granted).

Further pre-construction
surveys for otter and water
vole should be undertaken on
all watercourses.
The results of ecological
surveys carried out prior to
construction will need to be
used as the basis for detailed
design and construction
decisions.
WCC are believed to be in
the catchment, hence full
pre-construction surveys
should be considered.

In-channel works have the
potential to disturb spawning
fish.

SEB03/16

It is agreed that the details
of the mitigation measures
are to be agreed through
the detailed design phase
after the making of the DCO
(if the application is
granted).
It is agreed that Highways
England will seek, where
reasonable and feasible, to
investigate opportunities at
the detailed design stage
after the making of the DCO
(if the application is granted)
for enhancements to
watercourses affected by
diversion works. This could
include considering
opportunities for
improvements to the
hydromorphology, ecology
and bank profile.
It is agreed that the details
of the water vole surveys
and the use of the results to
inform design and
construction decisions are
to be agreed through the
detailed design phase after
the making of the DCO (if
the application is granted).

Meeting of
28/7/15

It is agreed that Highways
England will implement a
risk approach to full preconstruction monitoring.
This will involve targeted
monitoring of high quality
habitat and crossing points
during the detailed design
after the making of the DCO
(if the application is
granted).
It is agreed that Highways
England will use best
practice construction
mitigation as recorded in the
Code of Construction
Practise to negate the need
for any seasonal constraints
to the construction
schedule.

Meeting of
28/7/15

Protective
provisions

Meeting of
28/7/15

Meeting of
28/7/15
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6.1c

Water
Framework
Directive
Compliance
Assessment

The assessment is based on
the DCO design. To fully
assess the impact it will need
to be completed on the
detailed design.

X

Buckden South
Landfill RLB
Changes

The closure of a badger sett
for advance ecological
mitigation works at Buckden
South landfill requires a red
line boundary change.

HE/A14/EX/249

SEB03/17

It is agreed that an update
of the assessment will be
undertaken of the detailed
design after the making of
the DCO (if the application
is granted).
It is agreed that the sett
closure works will be nondig and that the method
statement can be shared
and agreed with the
Environment Agency and
the Buckden landfill
operator if requested.

Meeting of
28/7/15

Email AI to
JT 1/7/15
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5

Matters not agreed

5.1.1

There are no areas where differences remain.
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6

Record of Areas under discussion

6.1.1

There are no issues still under discussion.
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7

Summary

7.1.1

There are a number of issues relating to flood risk which are to be resolved,
but Highways England and the Environment Agency believe that it will be
possible to resolve the remaining matters of disagreement during the
examination period through the agreement of the updated Flood Risk
Assessment.

7.1.2

A number of items will only be able to be resolved during or following
detailed design after the making of the DCO (if the application is granted)
as there is insufficient detail available at this stage.
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Appendix A: Scheme overview
The Scheme comprises:
•

widening of the A1 between Brampton and Alconbury over a length of
approximately 3½ miles, from the existing two lane dual carriageway
to a three lane dual carriageway. This would be achieved between
Brampton and Brampton Hut by constructing a new road to the west
of the existing A1, with the existing A1 road becoming part of the new
A14 Huntingdon Southern Bypass;

•

a new Huntingdon Southern Bypass of approximately 12½ miles in
length, which would provide a two lane dual carriageway between
Ellington and the A1 at Brampton and a three lane dual carriageway
between Brampton and Swavesey; this would remove a large
proportion of traffic from the section of the existing A14 between
Huntingdon and Swavesey as well as Brampton Hut and Spittals
interchange. The new bypass would include a raised viaduct section
of road running across the river Great Ouse and a bridge over the
East Coast Mainline railway. it would include junctions with the A1 at
Brampton and with the A1198 at Godmanchester;

•

downgrading the existing A14 trunk road (de-trunking to county road
status) over approximately 12 miles between Brampton Hut and
Swavesey, as well as between Alconbury and Spittals interchange;

•

Huntingdon Town Centre improvements, to include the demolition of
the A14 viaduct over the East Coast Mainline railway and Brampton
Road in Huntingdon. A new link would improve accessibility into
Huntingdon: from the south and east by connecting the old A14
directly with Huntingdon Ring Road near the bus station, with
Brampton road adjacent to the railway station and from the north and
west by constructing a new link road from Brampton Road to connect
with the A14 to the west. A through route for light vehicles would be
maintained;

•

widening of the existing A14 over approximately 5½ miles to provide
three lanes in each direction between Swavesey and Bar Hill and to
four lanes in each direction between Bar Hill and Girton;

•

widening of a 1½ mile section of the Cambridge Northern Bypass
between Histon and Milton;

•

improvement of existing A14 junctions at Swavesey, Bar Hill and
Girton; to improve the capacity of the road, ensures compatibility with
adjacent proposed developments such as Northstowe, and
connections for non-motorised users; and

•

a new local access road, approximately five miles in length, to be
constructed as a dual carriageway between Fen Drayton and
Swavesey and as a single carriageway between Swavesey and
Girton. The road would provide a route for local traffic between
Cambridge and Huntingdon as well as providing access to properties
and businesses along the corridor.
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Appendix B: Records of Meetings
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From: Ireland, Adam [mailto:adam.ireland@environment-agency.gov.uk]
Sent: 02 June 2015 14:39
To: Robson, Matt (Southampton)
Cc: Barnes, Jon; Hirst, Ian
Subject: RE: A14 upgrade - EA Ecology Contact

Matt,
Many thanks for the additional information that you’ve provided regarding the targeted approach
for pre-construction monitoring of WCC. I can confirm that we are in agreement and consider the
approach to be an appropriate way forward.
We will reflect this within our Written Submissions that are shortly to be provided to the examining
authority.
Regards

Adam Ireland
Principal Planning Advisor
Direct Line: 01480 483962
Environment Agency
Bromholme Lane, Brampton, Huntingdon, PE28 4NE
From: Robson, Matt (Southampton) [mailto:Matt.Robson@jacobs.com]
Sent: 02 June 2015 13:04
To: Ireland, Adam; Hirst, Ian
Cc: Barnes, Jon
Subject: RE: A14 upgrade - EA Ecology Contact

Adam/Ian,
Thank you for the responses with regard to crayfish and fish.
In relation to WCC, Highways England understands the importance of WCC under UK and European
legislation and is proposing to develop and implement a risk-based approach to deliver appropriate
pre-construction monitoring. This will be a targeted approach, utilising existing habitat and survey
data to focus effort on high risk crossing and culvert sites.
As noted previously, a high proportion of watercourses within the study area are ephemeral field
drains and tributaries and as such are unsuitable for crayfish. No crayfish species were identified
from suboptimal habitats recorded during crayfish habitat assessment (2012), electric fishing and
invertebrate sampling (both 2014) or historic data requests on all main crossing points.
Highways England propose that targeted sampling using hand searching and sweep netting is
undertaken by an experienced and licenced surveyor on each of the main river crossing points, with
the exception of the Great Ouse. A single pre construction survey will be undertaken 100m
downstream of each crossing point, and to a maximum of 50m upstream. Crayfish assessment will
be undertaken at least 12 weeks prior to commencement of construction of each crossing during
recommended survey periods for this species (May – October). Where construction is due to be

undertaken outside of recommended crayfish survey periods then surveying will be undertaken
within optimal survey periods ahead of construction.
Are you able to confirm that you are happy with the above approach to pre-construction surveys for
WCC?
Regards,
Matt

Matt Robson | Jacobs | Technical Director, Sustainable Solutions | +44 (0) 2380 111276 |
07788921259 | matt.robson@jacobs.com
www.jacobs.com

From: Ireland, Adam [mailto:adam.ireland@environment-agency.gov.uk]
Sent: 28 May 2015 13:13
To: Robson, Matt (Southampton)
Subject: FW: A14 upgrade - EA Ecology Contact

Hi Matt,
I’m writing in response you your recent query to my colleague, Ian Hirst. Please can I request to be
copied into any future correspondence. As we are now in the examination period, this will ensue
that our submissions and statements to the Examining Authority and any other relevant
correspondence to other parties is accurate and consistent.
Ian Hirst has advised me of the following with regards to your query.
“Our recent experience of white-clawed crayfish in Cambs & Beds is that we are finding small
isolated populations in unlikely locations, in some cases with signal crayfish populations upstream
and downstream – for example in the rivers Cam and Granta. These populations will not be found by
a walkover, and will require appropriate WCC monitoring pre-construction. They are of course
protected by UK legislation, a BAP species and endangered at a European level.”
We welcome any further comment that you may with regards to this issue.
Regards,
Adam Ireland
Principal Planning Advisor
Direct Line: 01480 483962
Environment Agency
Bromholme Lane, Brampton, Huntingdon, PE28 4NE
From: Robson, Matt (Southampton) [mailto:Matt.Robson@jacobs.com]
Sent: 26 May 2015 09:46
To: Hirst, Ian
Cc: Barnes, Jon
Subject: FW: A14 upgrade - EA Ecology Contact

Hi Ian,
Following on from my email regarding fish and the A14, please fish attached our response to the
EA’s comment with regard to potential impacts on fish during the construction phase.
We would welcome your thoughts on the attached, and I would be more than happy to discuss any
concerns that you might have.
Are you around for a call this week?
Regards,
Matt

Matt Robson | Jacobs | Technical Director, Sustainable Solutions | +44 (0) 2380 111276 |
07788921259 | matt.robson@jacobs.com
www.jacobs.com

From: Robson, Matt (Southampton)
Sent: 12 May 2015 17:43
To: 'ian.hirst@environment-agency.gov.uk'
Subject: A14 upgrade - EA Ecology Contact

Hi Ian,
Adam Ireland has provided me with your contact details re the ecology responses for the A14
project.
Find attached our response to the EA’s comment with regard to potential impacts on fish during the
construction phase.
We would welcome your thoughts on the attached, and I would be more than happy to discuss any
concerns that you might have.
Regards,
Matt

Matt Robson | Jacobs | Technical Director, Sustainable Solutions | +44 (0) 2380 111276 |
07788921259 | matt.robson@jacobs.com
www.jacobs.com

From: Ireland, Adam [mailto:adam.ireland@environment-agency.gov.uk]
Sent: 20 April 2015 09:19
To: Symons, Michael
Subject: RE: A14 - Ecology Contact

Hi Mike,
There may be specific colleagues responsible for certain actions. You can contact the ecology team
leader, Ian Hirst on 01480 483830 or via ian.hirst@environment-agency.gov.uk he will then be able
to direct you / your colleague accordingly.

Regards,

Adam Ireland
Principal Planning Advisor
Direct Line: 01480 483962
Environment Agency
Bromholme Lane, Brampton, Huntingdon, PE28 4NE
From: Symons, Michael [mailto:Michael.Symons@jacobs.com]
Sent: 17 April 2015 12:07
To: Ireland, Adam
Cc: Cryer, Russell; Robson, Matt (Southampton)
Subject: A14 - Ecology Contact

Adam
We have a few queries related to the ecology specific relevant representations on the A14. Could
you please provide me with the contact details of your ecologist that raised these for us to contact
them directly.
Kind regards
Mike

Michael Symons | Jacobs | Technical Director | Tel. Direct 01622 666057 | Mobile 07900 827624 |
michael.symons@jacobs.com | www.jacobs.com

NOTICE - This communication may contain confidential and privileged information that is for the sole use of the
intended recipient. Any viewing, copying or distribution of, or reliance on this message by unintended recipients is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the message
and deleting it from your computer.

Jacobs U.K. Limited
1180 Eskdale Road, Winnersh, Wokingham RG41 5TU
Registered in England and Wales under number 2594504

This message has been scanned and no issues discovered.
Click here to report this email as
spam

Information in this message may be confidential and may be legally
privileged. If you have received this message by mistake, please notify the
sender immediately, delete it and do not copy it to anyone else.
We have checked this email and its attachments for viruses. But you should
still check any attachment before opening it.
We may have to make this message and any reply to it public if asked to
under the Freedom of Information Act, Data Protection Act or for
litigation. Email messages and attachments sent to or from any Environment
Agency address may also be accessed by someone other than the sender or
recipient, for business purposes.
Click here to report this email as
spam

NOTICE - This communication may contain confidential and privileged information that is for the sole use of the
intended recipient. Any viewing, copying or distribution of, or reliance on this message by unintended recipients is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the message
and deleting it from your computer.

Jacobs U.K. Limited
1180 Eskdale Road, Winnersh, Wokingham RG41 5TU
Registered in England and Wales under number 2594504

This message has been scanned and no issues discovered.
Click here to report this email as
spam

Information in this message may be confidential and may be legally
privileged. If you have received this message by mistake, please notify the
sender immediately, delete it and do not copy it to anyone else.
We have checked this email and its attachments for viruses. But you should
still check any attachment before opening it.
We may have to make this message and any reply to it public if asked to
under the Freedom of Information Act, Data Protection Act or for
litigation. Email messages and attachments sent to or from any Environment
Agency address may also be accessed by someone other than the sender or
recipient, for business purposes.
Click here to report this email as
spam

NOTICE - This communication may contain confidential and privileged information that is for the sole use of the
intended recipient. Any viewing, copying or distribution of, or reliance on this message by unintended recipients is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the message
and deleting it from your computer.

Jacobs U.K. Limited
1180 Eskdale Road, Winnersh, Wokingham RG41 5TU
Registered in England and Wales under number 2594504

This message has been scanned and no issues discovered.
Click here to report this email as
spam

Information in this message may be confidential and may be legally
privileged. If you have received this message by mistake, please notify the
sender immediately, delete it and do not copy it to anyone else.
We have checked this email and its attachments for viruses. But you should
still check any attachment before opening it.
We may have to make this message and any reply to it public if asked to
under the Freedom of Information Act, Data Protection Act or for
litigation. Email messages and attachments sent to or from any Environment
Agency address may also be accessed by someone other than the sender or
recipient, for business purposes.
Click here to report this email as
spam

