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Introduction

1.1.1

This report has been submitted at Examination Deadline 11 (14 October
2015) in response to the Examining Authority's (ExA) request for the
submission of final Statements of Common Ground (SoCGs). SoCGs
include points raised by the ExA through the Compulsory Acquisition
Hearings and Issue Specific Hearings to date.

1.1.2

This report presents final versions of two SoCGs which have been completed
since Deadline 10:
•

J.J Gallagher Ltd and Land Improvement Holdings plc, BPHA Ltd and
Premier Inn Hotels (LI07); and

•

The Old West Internal Drainage Board (SU11)

1.1.3

These SoCGs have been signed by the stakeholder and Highways England
to confirm that the document appropriately reflects discussion outcomes.

1.1.4

This report does not include the previously finalised SoCGs included with the
reports submitted at Deadline 3 (HE/A14/EX/47; PINS Ref REP3-009),
Deadline 7 (HE/A14/EX/98; PINS Ref REP7-033), Deadline 8
(HE/A14/EX/122; PINS Ref REP8-016), Deadline 9 (HE/A14/EX/142; PINS
Ref REP9-017) and Deadline 10 (HE/A14/EX/165; PINS Ref REP10-049).

1.1.5

These SoCGs are submitted to the ExA in relation to the application by
Highways England for development consent under the Planning Act 2008 for
the proposed A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon improvement scheme. The
Application was submitted to the Planning Inspectorate on 31 December
2014 and accepted for examination on 27 January 2015.

1.1.6

SoCGs record the engagement between Highways England and
stakeholders and identify areas of agreement, disagreement and ongoing
points under discussion. The DCO examination period provides both parties
with the opportunity to submit additional information and supporting evidence.
During this period the matters not concluded can continue to be considered
and resolved.
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1.1.7

The SoCGs have been developed in collaboration with individual
stakeholders to document the extent of engagement between Highways
England and these interested parties and the status of the discussions.
Highways England has been proactively engaging with stakeholders since
the options consultation in 2013, and has been working with stakeholders
throughout the DCO pre-application and following phases to understand and
resolve issues where possible. The SoCGs reflect the outcomes of these
discussions, in alignment with matters raised at the examination phase,
including in Written Representations and ExA's first and second written
questions, as well as at the compulsory acquisition and issue specific
hearings.

1.1.8

Although the SoCGs have been submitted as finalised, engagement will
continue with the stakeholders throughout the examination period and
beyond, where appropriate. SoCGs not yet submitted as final in this deadline
or earlier deadlines will remain in discussion in order to finalise outstanding
issues as noted in the SoCG Update Report Deadline 10 (HE/A14/EX/165,
Examination Reference REP10-049). This is to ensure the current and
ongoing discussions with stakeholders can be appropriately conducted and
issues resolved prior to final submission of these SoCGs.

1.1.9

As with the previous SoCG reports submitted, the individual SoCGs in this
report include the following elements as a means of demonstrating
engagement and progress in discussions:
•

a list of formal engagement between Highways England and the
stakeholder;

•

a list of matters that have been agreed and not agreed, including
positions on those matters by both parties; and

•

a list of matters that remain under discussion and how the parties are
working to resolve the issues. Highways England notes that some of
these may only be completed during the detailed design stage of the
Scheme, dependent on the DCO being made by the Secretary of State.
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Agreement on this SoCG

This Statement of Common Ground has been jointly prepared and agreed by:
Name:

Sarah Collins

Signature:

Position:

Property Project Manager

On behalf of:

Highways England

Date:

13 October 2015

Name:

Signature:

On behalf of:
Date:

LI07/10

A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon
improvement scheme
Statement of Common Ground
between
Highways England
and
The Old West Internal Drainage
Board

Reference Date: 28 September 2015
Reference: HE/A14/EX/165/SU11
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1

Introduction

1.1

Purpose of document

1.1.1

This document is submitted to the Secretary of State through the Planning
Inspectorate (as responsible agency) in relation to the application by
Highways England for development consent under the Planning Act 2008 for
the proposed A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon Improvement Scheme. The
proposed scheme extends for a distance of 21 miles, from the existing A14
at Ellington to the Cambridge Northern Bypass at Milton. It includes a new
bypass to the south of Huntingdon, carriageway widening on the existing
A14 between Swavesey and Girton, and improvements to the Cambridge
Northern Bypass. It also includes junction improvements, the widening of a
4.5 mile section of the A1 trunk road between Brampton Hut and Alconbury,
and approximately 7 miles of new local access roads. In addition, it includes
the de-trunking (i.e. returning to local road status) of the existing A14 trunk
road between the Ellington and Swavesey junctions, and the removal of the
existing road viaduct over the East Coast Mainline railway at Huntingdon.

1.1.2

The Application was submitted to the Planning Inspectorate on 31 December
2014 and accepted on 27 January 2015.

1.1.3

This SoCG has been prepared in respect of the Scheme. Guidance about
the purpose and possible content of SoCGs is given in paragraphs 58-65 of
the Department for Communities and Local Government's "Planning Act
2008: examination of applications for development consent" (March 2015).
Paragraph 58, copied below, confirms the basic function of SoCGs:

1.1.4

"A statement of common ground is a written statement prepared jointly by
the applicant and another party or parties, setting out any matters on which
they agree. As well as identifying matters which are not in real dispute, it is
also useful if a statement identifies those areas where agreement has not
been reached. The statement should include references to show where
those matters are dealt with in the written representations or other
documentary evidence."

1.1.5

SoCGs therefore are a useful and established means of ensuring that the
evidence at the post-application examination focuses on the material
differences between the main parties, and so aim to help facilitate a more
efficient examination process.

1.1.6

The contents of this SoCG have been agreed with officers, but final sign off
remains with members, so until that point, this remains a draft document
which may be revised.

1.2

Parties to this SoCG

1.2.1

This SoCG has been prepared in respect of the scheme by Highways
England, as the Applicant, and The Old West Internal Drainage Board (The
Board).

1.2.2

Highways England is a government company responsible for operating,
maintaining and improving the strategic road network in England. . The
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network is made up of England’s motorways and all-purpose trunk roads (the
major “A” roads). The A14 is part of the trunk road network for which
Highways England is responsible. Following the Scheme, Highways England
will be responsible for operating, maintaining and improving the improved
A14.
1.2.3

The Old West Internal Drainage Board (The Board) whose district is located
to the north west of the City of Cambridge. The District forms part of the
South Level fens with the Old West River forming the northern boundary and
the Waterbeach Level District the eastern boundary. To the south and west,
the District boundary is formed by the higher lands surrounding Cambridge.

1.3

Structure of the Statement of Common Ground

1.3.1

This SoCG has been structured to reflect matters and topics of interest to
The Board in relation to the proposed scheme.

1.3.2

Section 2 provides an overview of consultation to date between Highways
England and The Board

1.3.3

Section 3 provides a summary of the main areas and topics covered by this
SoCG

1.3.4

Section 4 provides a summary of areas that have been agreed and areas
that have not been agreed.

1.3.5

Section 5 provides a record of areas still under discussion.

1.3.6

Section 6 provides a succinct summary of the matters contained within this
SoCG.

1.3.7

Throughout this SoCG:
• Where a sentence begins "It is agreed", or is included in the ‘matters
agreed’ table in section 4, this signifies a matter that has been specifically
stated as agreed by Highways England and The Board.
• Where a sentence begins "It is not agreed", or is included in the ‘matters
agreed’ table in section 4, this signifies a matter that has been specifically
stated as not agreed by Highways England and The Board.
• Where a sentence begins "It is under discussion", or is included in section
5 of this SoCG, this signifies a matter that is still under discussion by
Highways England and The Board.

1.3.8

It is agreed that any matters not specifically referred to in Sections 4 and 5 of
this SoCG are not of material interest or relevance to The Board, and
therefore have not been the subject of any discussions between the parties.
As such, those matters can be read as agreed, only to the extent that they
are either not or material interest or relevance to The Board.
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2

Overview of Previous Engagement Undertaken

2.1.1

A summary of the key meetings (including meeting notes) and
correspondence that has taken place between Highways England and The
Board is outlined in the table below:

Date

Form of Contact or
Type of
Correspondence

Summary of that Contact and Key
Outcomes and Points of Discussion

6 August 2014

Meeting

Scheme proposals explained and potential
issues that may affect the Board discussed.

13 January 2015

Email

Submitting SoCG to the Board for comment
following telephone discussion.

19 January 2015

Email

Confirming Board agreement to SoCG.

7 August 2015

Email

Providing details of Proposed Drainage
Protective Provisions.

3 September 2015

Telephone call

Agreed Board’s area is outside the red line
boundary of the scheme

2.1.2

It is agreed that this is an accurate record of the meetings and key
correspondence between Highways England and The Board in relation to
the matters recorded in Section 4.

2.1.3

There is ongoing discussion between the parties.
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Topics contained within this SoCG
The below provides a summary of the topics that have been considered
within this SoCG and provide a structure as to topics and matters of
relevance that have been the subject of correspondence and contact to date
between Highways England and The Board.
• The principles behind and the need for the scheme
• The scheme objective
• Flooding and drainage
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Matters agreed and matters not agreed
Matters agreed

Ref

Description

Matters agreed

Record of
agreement

A14OWID
B-A001

Agree to the principle of
the project

The Board would like to highlight the
importance of addressing improvements to
the A14 as soon as possible to achieve the
scheme objectives.

Meeting 6
August
2014

A14OWID
B-A002

Scheme objectives

The Board agrees with the stated objectives
of the scheme in particular The A14 between
Cambridge and Huntingdon is a vital route of
international, national, regional, and local
importance, and needs to be improved
urgently.

Meeting 6
August
2014

A14OWID
B-A003

Flooding

The Board supports the scheme provided
flow rates into its area do not exceed
1litre/sec/hectare.
Highways England:
The scheme will not impact on the Board’s
area as a result of the provision of
attenuation ponds and the restriction of their
outflow to greenfield run-off rates.

Meeting 6
August
2014

A14OWID
B-A004

Protective provisions

It is agreed that as the Board’s rateable area
lies outside the redline boundary of the
schemes that the protective provisions
contained in the DCO do not apply.

Telephone
call 3
September
2015

4.2

Matters not agreed

4.2.1

There are no matters that are ‘not agreed’
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Record of areas still under discussion

Ref

Description

Matters under discussion

Record of
discussion

1

Detailed design

The Board wishes to discuss any matters that
may be relevant to its district as detailed design
(following the making of the DCO (if the
application is granted) as the scheme
progresses.

Email 24
June 2015
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Summary
The Old West Internal Drainage Board supports the A14 Cambridge to
Huntingdon improvement scheme provided the specifications regarding
drainage flows from the scheme are met.
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Agreement on this SoCG

This Statement of Common Ground has been jointly prepared and agreed by:
Name:

Jeremy Damrel

Signature:
On behalf of:

Highways England

Date:

14 October 2015

Name:

Andrew Newton

Signature:

Email confirmation

On behalf of:

The Old West Internal Drainage Board

Date:

11 September 2015
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Appendix A – Overview of scheme
The scheme comprises:
•

Widening of the A1 between Brampton and Alconbury over a length of
approximately 5.6 km (3½ miles) from the existing two lane dual carriageway
to a three lane dual carriageway. Between Alconbury and Brampton Hut this
would generally be achieved by widening on the east side of the existing road;
between Brampton and Brampton Hut a new road would be constructed to the
west of the existing A1 which would become the new A1. This would enable
the existing carriageway over this length to form part of the new A14
Huntingdon southern bypass. A local access road approximately 2.5 km (1.6
miles) long would link the Ellington junction with Woolley Road.

•

A new Huntingdon southern bypass of approximately 20 km (12½ miles) in
length, which would provide a two lane dual carriageway between Ellington
and the A1 at Brampton and a three lane dual carriageway between Brampton
and Swavesey. The new bypass would cross over the river Great Ouse and
the East Coast mainline railway, and would include junctions with the A1 at
Brampton and with the A1198 at Godmanchester.

•

Downgrading the existing A14 trunk road (de-trunking to county road status,
with ownership transferred to local government) over approximately 21 km (13
miles) between Brampton Hut and Swavesey, as well as between Alconbury
and Spittals interchange.

•

Huntingdon town centre improvements, including the closure and demolition
of the A14 viaduct over the East Coast mainline railway and Brampton Road
in Huntingdon. A new link would be constructed to improve accessibility into
Huntingdon from the south and east by connecting the old A14 directly with
Huntingdon ring road near the bus station and by constructing a new link road
from Brampton Road to connect with the A14 to the west. As such, a through
route for light vehicles would be maintained.

•

Widening of the existing A14 over approximately 7.9 km (5 miles) to provide
three lanes in each direction between Swavesey and Bar Hill, and four lanes
in each direction between Bar Hill and Girton.

•

Widening of a 2.5 km (1½ mile) section of the Cambridge northern bypass
between Histon and Milton.

•

Improving existing A14 junctions at Swavesey, Bar Hill and Girton in order to
increase the road’s capacity, ensure compatibility with adjacent proposed
developments such as Northstowe, and provide improved connections for
non-motorised users.

•

A new local access road following the route of the A14 over a distance of
approximately 8 km (5 miles), including construction of a dual carriageway link
between the existing A14 near Fen Drayton and Swavesey junction and a
single carriageway between Swavesey and Girton. The road would provide a
route for local traffic between Cambridge and Huntingdon as well as providing
access to properties and businesses along the corridor.
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