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Dear Sirs,
A14 Cambridgeshire to Huntingdon Examination
Issue Specific Hearings – Comments on Post Hearing Documentation
The Council wishes to make these comments on post hearing submissions by
various parties, submitted at Deadline 10
NFU - REP10-018
The NFU are mistaken (item 6 in their submission) that weight limit exemptions are
granted on an annual basis. A weight limit exemption, once granted, is permanent
until revoked.
Hinchingbrooke Park Hospital - REP10-060
The Council has previously stated the importance of Highways England
demonstrating in detailed design the adequate performance of these junctions.
Highways England – REP10-046
In their note on participation in detailed design, Highways England sets out the
role of local authorities and others. The Council welcomes the proposal for a
Design Panel and Community Forums. The proposed “one stop shop” for
consultation with both communities and the Council is also welcome to reduce the
burden on the Council in consulting with communities in formulating its own
response. However, the Council is concerned over the potential resource
implications as participation in the process is not resourced, nor part of the
Council’s Business Plan. The ability of the Council to respond on matters not
related to its statutory functions, or outside its role as local highway authority, will
therefore be limited.
Highways England – REP10-041

Section 2.7
Highways England responds on the effects of LIT modelling and the sensitivity
test. The Council draws the attention of the Examining Authority to REP6-002
Local Traffic Impact Report. Tables 4.8 and 4.9 show a greater range of changes
due to the LIT modelling than the locations shown in Table 6 of REP10-041. For
example, Ermine Street, Great Stukeley has a with-scheme flow some 3000
veh/day less with LIT than with Core. B1514 Thrapston Road is 1000 veh/day
higher with-scheme in LIT than it is in Core. Scotland Road, Dry Drayton (due to a
coding error corrected in LIT) reduces by 1400 veh/day in LIT compared to Core.
The Council does not disagree that in the majority of cases the changes between
Core and LIT are small.
Section 5.1
At paragraph 5.1.13, Highways England discusses the Cambridgeshire Guided
Busway. The Council confirms that the busway has been very successful in
attracting passengers, but it has had limited impact on the A14. The busway
proposal in CHUMMS was complementary to the A14 improvement, and not
expected to result in significant modal shift from the A14. Table 4.22 in CHUMMS
refers.
In paragraphs 5.1.14 and 5.1.15, Highways England refers to 28% of traffic on the
A14 being local and hence only this being “in scope” for the busway, and the
busway only having an impact in the busway corridor. The Council would wish to
add, that the busway mainly provides alternative mode choice for journeys into
Cambridge, which are only a small proportion of total A14 corridor trips. It would
not therefore have a significant impact on traffic on the A14.
Michael Alexander REP10-012
Mr Alexander refers to the County of Cambridgeshire (Godmanchester and
Huntingdon Zone) (Prohibition of Heavy Commercial Vehicles) Order 1988 (the
Order) and the licensing system. This Order is zonal, covering a large part of
Huntingdon and environs, and does not relate specifically to the medieval bridge –
see attached copy of the Order and map.
The A14 between Brampton Road and Spitalls is not within the weight limit zone
on the map, but the section to the east is. The Order, however, provides for it not
to apply to any part of the A604 Barton Seagrave to Harwich Trunk Road (now the
A14 at Huntingdon). A permit after viaduct removal is necessary, as traffic
between to the two de-trunked sections of A14 will have to use Views Common
Link and part of Brampton Road. These roads will not be exempt under the Order.
The Order exemption will remain applicable to the de-trunked A14.
Continuance of the Order at this point is desirable to discourage long distance
HCV from not using the Huntingdon Southern Bypass. The Order provides for
exemptions for local traffic, which once granted are permanent until revoked. The
grounds for issuing a permit are in the Order.

An HCV signage strategy will be developed with Highways England in detailed
design to keep HCV on the most appropriate routes and avoid banned vehicles
penetrating as far as the Brampton Road junction. Heavy traffic on the de-trunked
A14, not exempted or not requiring access to Huntingdon, will be directed from
Spittals via Brampton Hut, and from Godmanchester via the A1198, to the
Huntingdon Southern Bypass.
Yours faithfully

AJ Munro
A14 Project Manager – Cambridgeshire County Council

