BCG SUMMARY - A14 HEARING & SITE VISIT BRAMPTON 14 & 16 JULY 2015
Brampton A14 Campaign Group (BCG) – Personal statement
My name is Eileen Collier - I am a parish councillor in Brampton and have supported local residents
concerned about the A14 scheme since 2007 as leader of Brampton A14 Campaign Group (BCG).
BCG strongly object to the Highways England A14 scheme as currently configured and the
Huntingdon Southern Bypass (‘new A14’) in particular.
BCG contend that there is no rational justification for demolishing the Huntingdon A14 viaduct and
destroying the existing A14 international freight route, particularly when HE is seeking additional
capacity to reduce A14 congestion. We have submitted an alternative A14 scheme which the
Planning Inspector at the Public Inquiry Pre-Meeting in May 2010 instructed the Highways Agency
(now Highways England) to draw up by July 2010. HA (now HE) have still not done so.
Professional background
My professional background includes MoD environmental protection policy. In 1994, I was posted
from the MoD environmental policy branch in London to RAF Brampton, where I joined Command
staffs responsible for ensuring the implementation of environmental policy at RAF stations
throughout the UK. Some 20 years later, I am amazed at the lack of environmental awareness at
Highways England.
HE A14 Scheme - non-compliance
BCG consider that the HE A14 scheme is unsound as it contravenes current Government policy/law
on transport and the environment. It is also unjust in that it imposes a disproportionate adverse
environmental impact on affected Ouse Valley villages and on Brampton in particular. The HE A14
scheme is an out-dated concept based on the 2001 CHUMMS scheme. It fails to comply with current
national or international (EU, WHO) policy on transport, environment, health or land use planning
(NPPF) and may not comply with current law (Climate Change Act (2008), Carbon Budgets, EU Air
Quality Directives).
Biodiversity & Ecological Conservation – Brampton Biodiversity Project
Dr Pat Doody is an Ecologist who lives in Brampton and is co-ordinating the important Brampton
Biodiversity Project which covers the whole parish of Brampton, from Brampton Wood to Portholme
Meadow. He has responded separately on this topic. The impact of the Brampton Interchange on
the hydrology of Brampton Wood and its special wildlife habitats is a matter of concern - as is the
impact of airborne pollution from construction works and road traffic on both SSSIs.
Brampton, Cambridgeshire – Environmental features
Brampton village conservation area has many listed buildings, including a grade II* parish church,
and 17th century thatched cottages. Pepys House, boyhood home of diarist Samuel Pepys, stands at
the entrance to the village on the Brampton-Huntingdon Road. There is an obelisk waymarker at
the roundabout nearby which is listed as an ancient monument – English Heritage tells us this has
the same protection status as Stonehenge. The primary school is situated next to the village green.
It has been expanded to take an expected influx of children from a planned new development of
some 470 homes on the former RAF Brampton, where there are already 250 homes for service
families. These are close to the proposed borrowpit (sand and gravel quarry) site on Park Farm East.
The parish of Brampton is an environmental jewel in Cambridgeshire’s agricultural heartland. There
are five farms in the village, which is surrounded by high-grade arable farmland. Brampton Wood
(ancient woodland & SSSI) lies in the west and Portholme Meadow (European Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) & SSSI) is in the east on the river Ouse. The Great Ouse valley from Portholme
to Earith is a protected landscape area and a candidate for designation as an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB). Flooding (pluvial and fluvial) is a real risk to communities and to the
resilience of local transport networks. The parish is low-lying and the water table is high - see the
natural pond on the village green near the school in Victorian times below (pic1). This was drained
(pic2) but the west end of the village still floods when it rains (pic3) below.
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BCG consider the cancellation of the A14 scheme in 2010 was a missed opportunity for
HE (and local authorities) to re-assess their scheme in the light of current Government
policies and alternative options submitted by local communities as instructed by the
Planning Inspector in May 2010.
HE scheme: funding and value for money
The HE A14 scheme is the costliest non-motorway road scheme in the country. It has not been
tested against alternative schemes/proposals submitted by local communities (such as the BCG
alternative scheme) as required by Treasury Green Book ‘value for money’ rules.
The table below shows the funding announced in the Chancellor’s Autumn Statement for road
projects in the East of England, including the HE A14 scheme. This includes funding for the
Huntingdon Southern Bypass (HSB) which would be redundant in our alternative scheme.


BCG scheme cost saving: £600 million (HSB) plus additional cost savings related to
retention of the A14 viaduct and cancellation of the road scheme within Huntingdon (which
would have the added environmental benefit of saving Huntingdon’s ancient commons).
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BCG ALTERNATIVE A14 SCHEME
BCG consider that current A14 congestion could be resolved by wider dispersal of freight traffic via
existing alternative routes(road, rail or sea) in accordance with EU/UK transport policy.
These include the A428-A421- M1 route (alternative Huntingdon Southern Bypass) and the
Felixstowe-Nuneaton rail freight route (Huntingdon Eastern Bypass). The latter would reduce
freight traffic from Felixstowe to Nuneaton (and beyond) instead of just between Cambridge and
Huntingdon.
BCG alternative scheme funding - roads:
Elements of the BCG scheme included in the table are:
 Dualling of the A428-A421 (this route would also be part of the proposed Oxford-Cambridge
Expressway study);
 a grade-separated junction at the Black Cat roundabout (A1-A428-A421 junction);
BCG alternative scheme funding – rail:
The Rail Freight Group advise us that rail improvements needed are already funded in Network Rail
Control Period 5 (2014-2019).

Conclusion
BCG consider the HE scheme is unsound in that it does not comply with Government policy/law
and is unjust in its disproportionate adverse impact on Ouse Valley villages - and on Brampton
in particular. The HE scheme also ignores the Precautionary Principle central to sustainable
development and the environmental element of the NPPF. Please see the detailed definition of
sustainable development published by DEFRA (p6).
UK Government Food Security policy - Land use: Safe-guarding high-grade agricultural
farmland, such as that at Park Farm (Grade 2) and other Ouse farms, is a key element of DEFRA’s
food security policy.
Brampton A14 Campaign Group is seeking social and environmental justice for affected villages.
The Huntingdon Southern Bypass at the core of the HE scheme, would channel high levels of A14
HGV traffic, and associated toxic air pollution, onto roads surrounding Brampton, including the tenlane A1/A14 Brampton Interchange. BCG consider this to be wilfully perverse in the light of the
acknowledged risk to public health of road traffic air pollution.
The Environmental Audit Committee have also expressed concern about the threat to public
health indicated by recent NHS mortality statistics. We understand that mitigation for such pollution
is not possible. We also note that the annual cost to the NHS of road traffic air pollution in 2009 was
estimated at £11billion.
The good news is that funding for key elements of the BCG alternative scheme has already been
announced (see above) and Arup, consulting civil engineers to HE, have now requested a meeting to
discuss drawing up the BCG alternative scheme.
Our children and grand-children will inherit the results of decisions we make today. Brampton A14
Campaign Group advocate the principle of sustainable development defined in the Brundtland
report (1987):
“development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs.”
Eileen Collier (Cllr) – Brampton A14 Campaign Group - 21 July 2015
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