A14 CAMBRIDGE TO HUNTINGDON IMPROVEMENT SCHEME (TR010018)
WRITTEN REPRESENTATION FROM DAVID PRIOR (10030752)
I do not disagree with the overall A14 improvement scheme but disagree in respect of a
particular part of it as detailed in this representation.
This representation concerns the impact of the proposed scheme on Mill Common,
Huntingdon, and the consequential impact on the surrounding environment, through the
construction of a link road between the detrunked A14 dual carriageway and Huntingdon
ring road. This road would cut across the south eastern portion of Mill Common. The
relevant plan is:
GENERAL ARRANGEMENT REGULATION 5(2)(o) HUNTINGDON TOWN CENTRE
A14-JAC-ZZ-HT-DR-Z-01002
My representation is based on my knowledge of the town through having been a resident in
the town centre for over 25 years and upon research of its history and is based upon
reference to the plan cited above and the Environmental Statement (10.5.32). The reasons
for my disagreement are detailed in this representation.
I recognise that attempts to modify the impact of this link road have been made since
drawings were published as part of the cosultation process last year. The revised plans,
however, continue to represent a significant impact and intrusion on Mill Common through
the construction of a link road in parallel to an existing road and associated mitigation
earthworks. In addition the works associated with construction of this link road would cause
damage the common which is an area of historic interest as well a visual amenity.
The commons around Huntingdon have been an important part of the town’s history for
over 800 years. What we now know as Mill Common, Views Common and Spring Common
surrounded the medieval town and the provided an important source of pasture which was
highly valued by the inhabitants. The map of Huntingdon drawn up by John Speed in 1610
clearly shows the area of Mill Common with a large bowling green. Something of the
flavour of the town’s environs can be sensed from the historian William Camden’s
description which was published in 1588:
From the Castle Hills, where there is a goodly prospect a great way off, a man may behold
below a meadow which they call Portholme, environed round with the River Ouse, the same
very exceeding large, and of all others that the sun ever shone upon most fresh and
beautiful: whereof in the spring this may truly be said: ‘the pleasant spring fair flowers do
yield, of diverse colours, in this field.’ With such a delectable variety of gay colours it
pleaseth and contenteth the eye.’

The characteristics observed by Camden were still clearly present two hundred years later
when a map drawn up by Thomas Jeffreys recorded the open expanse of common to the
west of the town – the High Street remained the town’s main thoroughfare, with St Mary’s
Street and Prince’s Street leading out into the pastures. In the nineteenth century, however,
this changed and encroachment on the commons began. In 1853 a hospital was built on a
large part of the Common – bordering on Brampton Road – but of more consequence was
the building of the railway from Godmanchester across the common, in 1851 – the route of
which was to become the present day A14 after the railway closed. This also had the effect
of creating a barrier between the town and Portholme meadow, which was exacerbated by
the construction of the A14 in the 1970’s. Further incursion onto the common occurred in
the 1960’s when the ring road was constructed – an entirely new section of road was built
between the Bridge Hotel and George Street, thereby cutting across the eastern side. During
the last few years the character of the common has suffered further, with the development
of a cycleway and inappropriate lighting and loss of part of its northern edge to the new
junction near the railway station.
Despite these losses Mill Common still provides an extraordinary and in many ways unique
backdrop to the town. In the summer it is used as pasture, and cattle are often seen grazing
in close proximity to the ring road. Pedestrians are able to walk across the common, to and
fvrom the railway station. It benefits include the following:
•

The pastoral quality of Mill Common gives badly needed relief from the modern
urban environment characteristic of the town centre. It is a precious part of
Huntingdon.

•

The proximity of the common to the town centre is an asset – it gives it character
and a sense of place, and an anchor to the past which is significant given that so
much of the heriitage fabric of Huntingdon has been lost in previous developments.

•

The views of Mill Common from from the Ring Road and the Walks North are very
picturesque and attractive – and a key element in attracting visitors to the town.

Mill Common, looking north from Mill Common road/ring road junction – the site of the
proposed link road.

Mill Common, looking north. The proposed link road would be in the foreground of this
picture.

Mill Common. Part of this pasture would be lost as would the view towards the buildings on
the Walks North.

Mill Common, view looking south from ring road and towards the proposed road.

The proposed link road is the latest in a series of works over the past 150 years which have
compromised the integrity of Mill Common and should be seen in that context. I disagree
with the construction of the link road for the following reasons:
If constructed the road will in my view:
•

Result in the loss of a large portion of Mill Common which would significantly impact
upon the benefits the common gives the town as outlined above - as an open space
and a visual and historical asset.

•

Further separate Mill Common from the town centre both physically and visually
and thereby affect the overall sense of place.

•

Compromise the views of Mill Common, particularly from the south and east.

•

Compromise the remaining common through street lighting, traffic movements and
noise. Traffic on the de-trunked road would be visible due to vegetation loss around
the junction.

•

Destroy part of the town’s heritage – including the area marked on Speed’s map.

•

Impact visually upon an area which has a number of period and listed buildings
(thinking particularly of The Walks North and The Walks East).

•

Add to existing encroachments and pave the way for further encroachment on Mill
Common in future.

The link road is not necessary, given that it is proposed that the de-trunked A14 forms a
junction with Brampton Road and Edison Bell Way near the railway station. That
junction has the benefit of not encroaching on the common, but rather the existing
station car park. There seems little justification for the link, other than it is near the Mill
Common Bus Station – but it is worth pointing out that buses and other vehicles wishing
to access the bus station would not be inconvenienced by having to use the Brampton
Road junction since there is a contra flow bus lane along the Walden Road section of the
ring road. The reality is that the link road would increase volumes of traffic on Walden
Road and the route through St Mary’s Street, the High Street and Hartford Road, to
Nursery Road (ring road), all of which are already congested.

I do not feel that the removal of the viaduct at the railway station would in any way
compensate for the building of the link road.
In conclusion I will simply say this – future generations will not thank us if more of Mill
Common is lost to this scheme.

David Prior
13th June 2015

