The A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon Improvement Scheme.

Representations on behalf of Elsworth Parish Council.

1. The stated objectives of the Scheme are (inter alia) 1:

1.1. To ‘relieve traffic congestion’. (3.2.1)

1.2. ‘To ‘separate strategic through traffic... from local traffic’ (3.2.2)

1.3. ‘at a local level [to achieve] improved flow of traffic and greater journey time
reliability’ (3.3.3)

1.4. To ‘keep heavy through traffic away from urban and village roads that were
never intended to cope with today’s traffic.’ (3.4.1)

1.5. To benefit rural villages in the Cambridge to Huntingdon corridor by
‘[reducing] much of the A14 avoidance ("rat running") …. which causes,
congestion and negative social and environmental impacts on those villages,
such as noise and pollution’ (3.4.3.)

1.6. To improve safety on local side roads ‘as a consequence of lower traffic
volumes’ (3.5.4)

1.7. To ‘create a positive legacy’ centred on ‘a recognition by the Highways
Agency that a project on this scale has impacts that extend beyond the
transport and economic case, as well as the environmental impacts and their
mitigation’.

2.

The Scheme also purports to satisfy the core planning principles of the National
Planning Policy Framework by: "recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of
the countryside and supporting thriving rural communities within it"

3. In our opinion, the Scheme fails to meet most of its stated objectives and the
1

According to Chapter 3 of the Highways Agency’s ‘A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon
Improvement Scheme - Case for the Scheme’ issued in December 2014

relevant NPPF principles for the reasons given in our previous summary
representation 2 and set out in more detail below.

4. Traffic Issues

4.1. It appears to us that the Applicant has designed the Scheme as a stand
alone strategic road without any, or any sufficient, consideration of the
Scheme in its local context or of the impact on the local communities.

4.2. In our submission, the chief defects of the Scheme are:
4.2.1.

the failure to provide an all ways interchange at the

A14/M11/A428 junction at Girton.
4.2.2.
4.2.3.

The Swavesey Junction.
The reduction of the A428 from two lanes to one at the new

Girton Interchange
4.3. The Girton Interchange. The failure to provide an all ways junction at the
Girton Interchange will have significantly detrimental effects on traffic roads
in the surrounding area which are already severely congested . In particular:

4.3.1.

eastbound traffic on the A428 cannot join the A14 Westbound;

4.3.2.

nor can it turn South onto the M11

4.3.3.

such traffic thus leaves the A428 at the Madingley Mulch

roundabout to use the A1303 (Madingley Hill) to reach the M11. This
leads to serious congestion and delay, particularly in the rush hour.
Because of this:
4.3.4.

motorists try to avoid the blockage by ‘rat running’ through

Madingley village (if travelling into Cambridge) or by ‘rat running’ via
Long Road to Comberton and then the B1046 to Barton (if travelling to
the biomedical campus or the business parks South of Cambridge).

4.3.5.

Elsworth is a member of a Coalition of Local Councils which has

made representations on these very traffic issues to South
Cambridgeshire District Council in relation to its current Local Plan
2
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(which is now under Examination). A copy of those representations,
together with the accompanying traffic survey, is attached as Appendix I.
The problems referred to in these documents will be exacerbated by
other features of the Scheme. In particular:

4.4. The Swavesey Junction.
4.4.1.

In contrast to other existing A14 junctions which, under the

Scheme, will either be closed or restricted, the Swavesy Junction
appears to be intended as a major interchange on the new road. The
Highways Agency’s own forecast is of a staggering 252% increase in
traffic at this junction by 2035. This is nearly ten times the increase
forecast at any other junction on the existing A14. 3

4.4.2.

The availability of all ways access to the new A14 at this junction,

coupled with the absence of (i) Westbound access from the Girton
Interchange and (ii) Eastbound access from the Godmanchester
Junction means that the Swavesey Junction will become a magnet for
rat-runners seeking to avoid the chronic congestion on the A428 and/or
those living West of Cambridge and East of the A1198 seeking to join
the A14 Westbound.
4.5. The A428 will be reduced from two lanes to one at the new Girton
Interchange. Without doubt, this will lead to serious congestion at peak
times. 4

5. Conclusions.
5.1. In our submission, the above features of the new A14 render the Scheme
unsustainable. As proposed, the Scheme will fail to meet its objectives
set out in paragraphs 1.1 to 1.6 above. On the contrary, the Scheme will
have the opposite effect: ‘the A14 avoidance ("rat running"); the ‘congestion
and negative social and environmental impacts … , such as noise and
pollution’ in villages such as Elsworth and its neighbouring parishes including
Boxworth, Knapwell and Bourn will be increased, rather than reduced.
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We have asked the Highways Agency for an explanation of the increase but have not yet received an

answer.
4

Strictly speaking the slip road is two lanes, but one of them is hatched off, so in practice only one lae
is available to traffic.

6.

‘A Positive Legacy’
6.1. For Elsworth, and surrounding villages, the legacy of the Scheme will be
anything but positive. The Highways Agency has failed to recognize the
‘impacts’ of the Scheme ‘that extend beyond the transport and economic
case, as well as the environmental impacts and their mitigation’, contrary to
its own and the Government’s strategic objectives

7. Modifications.
7.1. We are not opposed to the Scheme in principle but, as presently proposed,
it unsustainable and unacceptable. It could easily be modified to overcome
the problems we have described and, in our submission, the Planning
Inspectorate should reject the Scheme as drafted and require the Highways
Agency to resubmit it in a satisfactorily modified form.

14 June 2015.

Appendix 1

{Bourn Traffic Survey to be added]

