A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon Improvement Scheme:
Interested Party No 10030913
Further Representations (in addition to those submitted in response to the
consultation1, March 2015)
i) Queuing along Hinchingbrooke Park Road/ Brampton Road
Figures for queuing in 2020 given in Tables 7.37 and 7.43 of the Transport Assessment should reflect current or probably higher levels of traffic. Our own observations suggest that the figures substantially under estimate the current situation and devalue the assessments of the ‘do-something’
scenarios.
ii) An Alternative to the Views Common Link
A much simpler alternative to building the proposed Views Common Link would be to provide a
short link from the hospital to the de-trunked A14 close to the existing roundabout junction with the
A141 (the Spittals Interchange). It would run from the main hospital car park area, joining the hospital road system in the north west corner of the site, pass over open land east of Hinchingbrooke
Business Park near the western edge of Views Common, and join the existing A14 (see attached
map and aerial photograph). We believe this option should be investigated further. It would bring
significant benefits whether the viaduct is demolished or not.
By providing a direct link most visitors, staff, delivery lorries and ambulances to the hospital from
north Huntingdon and from outside the town would be able to access the main road system quickly, rather than via the overcrowded circuitous local road network with significant benefits for both
road users and residents and for the environment. This is likely to divert sufficient traffic from
Hinchingbrooke Park Road, its junction with Brampton Road and the overloaded Edison Bell Way/
Brampton Road Junction to bring congestion here down to workable levels even with the demolition of the viaduct. Local hospital traffic and buses could continue to use Hinchingbroooke Park
Road and benefit from the overall reduction in traffic.
It has the further advantage that it would prevent through traffic using the de-trunked A14 via the
already over-congested Edison Bell Way /Brampton Road junction area and travelling through
Hinchingbrooke (a concern expressed earlier in relation to the proposed Views Common Link),
providing measures are taken to stop ‘rat running’ through the hospital.
If the viaduct is demolished a ‘hospital only ’ link would provide the opportunity to restore more of
the existing A14 road between the viaduct and the hospital link road to open space, and would
have less impact on the common than the proposed Views Common Link Road. There would be
significant environmental benefits, including reductions in traffic noise and air pollution for the residents of Stukeley Meadows.
iii) Edison Bell Way/ Brampton Road Junction
Since the opening of Edison Bell Way, its junction with the Brampton Road has created a potentially dangerous barrier for pedestrians and cyclists accessing the town centre from the Hinchingbrooke Park and Scholars Way housing areas, the secondary school, hospital and country park.
Red light jumping by vehicles is already common. Severance of the the west Huntingdon area from
the town centre will become even more acute if the viaduct is demolished and additional traffic
from the former A14 is linked into this junction. It is vital that priority is given to the safe passage of
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pedestrians and cyclists rather than motorised vehicles, should the scheme be approved. Schoolchildren are particularly vulnerable.
iv) Station Car Parking
We find it incomprehensible that the proposed local road system for the west Huntingdon area has
been drawn up without any consideration of the future requirements for car parking serving the
railway station and safe pedestrian access to the station area.
There at present three car parking areas, which appear to operate near capacity.
Two access directly on to the congested Brampton Road. One of these, under the viaduct on the
north side, appears to be temporary, as a sign indicates proposed development here. Access to
the other is via a curving narrow road with no proper footpath. This is also the main pedestrian access to and from the west side of the station, and is heavily used.
The third car park area to the east of the railway links into the Edison Bell Way/ Brampton Road
junction. As far as we can tell from the plans, if the viaduct is demolished the re-routed de-trunked
A14/car park proposals displace about 180 long term parking spaces here.
Demand for station car parking is growing and likely to increase further with current plans for major
housing developments both locally and further afield which would be served by Huntingdon Station. This could result in queues of traffic trying to access insufficient spaces and inappropriate
parking in residential areas unless many more parking spaces are provided. The number and locations of these spaces will have a significant impact on the road network and should be planned in
parallel with changes to local roads, particularly the de-trunked A14. Consideration should be given
to the building of a multi -storey car park with proper access on a suitable site.
v) Proposed New Station Access Road
Will there be safe pedestrian and cycle access to the station via this road? If not, how will pedestrians and cyclists be prevented from using it as a short cut?
Proper consideration should be given to residents in properties located next to or very close to the
proposed new station access road, some of whom would effectively become surrounded by busy
roads - this road, the de-trunked A14, and the station forecourt access roads. They must have safe
vehicle and pedestrian access to their properties.
During the evening peak there are lengthy queues of traffic exiting from all the car parks, adding to
congestion at the Edison Bell Way/Brampton Road junction. Congestion here would be exacerbated by adding traffic from a de-trunked A14. The car park exit queues already often persist for 20
minutes or more after trains from London arrive. The queue from the car park to the east side of
the railway will transfer to the proposed new station access road and a de-trunked A14 without the
present mature tree screen, creating intolerable living conditions in terms of noise and fumes for
residents at peak times.
vi) Mill Common Link (Pathfinder Link to Edison Bell Way/Brampton Road Junction)
If hospital traffic is diverted (as suggested in section ii above) we question the need to retain the
section of the de-trunked A14 known as the Mill Common Link for other than station traffic, including buses, to help further relieve the Edison Bell Way/ Brampton Road Junction and to reduce station car park queuing. The de-trunked A14 from the east would then end in Huntingdon at the ring
road via the Pathfinder Link.
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