From: Munro Andrew [mailto:Andrew.Munro@cambridgeshire.gov.uk]
Sent: 01 June 2015 10:19
To: A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon
Cc: Cheng Edward
Subject: Response to Relevant Representations 1, 485, 486, and 702

This response is solely in connection with the proposed A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon Development
Consent Order (DCO) and representations made following publication of the DCO by interested
parties. It concerns the County Council’s position in relation to relevant representations made to the
Examining Authority in relation to the A14.
The County Council does not support closure of The Avenue, Madingley as expressed in the relevant
representations from Heidi Allen (Representation 1), and Madingley Parish Council (Representation
485). The comments below are also relevant to the representations by Mrs Frances Otter
(Representation 486) and Mr David Ousby (Representation 702).
Madingley Parish Council requested pre-examination that the County Council implement closure of
The Avenue, Madingley, and relevant correspondence is attached. At the time, officers outlined

that the full implications of the proposed A14 Improvement Scheme needed to be assessed.
It was also advised that any proposal to close the Avenue would require justification and
consideration including of the potential wider implications of closure on utilities,
landowners, and consultation of any proposals for closure with other communities such as
Dry Drayton.
The County Council does not consider the consultation carried out by Madingley to be
representative of the wider area affected by closure of The Avenue. It does not appear, for example
that the consultation has included other communities that may be affected, such as Dry Drayton and
on the alternative routes suggested.
Closure of The Avenue, which is not supported by Highways England, could result in significant costs
to the County Council from consultation with the wider community and stakeholders that would be
a legal requirement before publishing Orders. The County Council would be required to draft and
publish the relevant Orders, which may be subject to a Public Inquiry, if challenged. If the Orders
were then made, the County Council would then have to fund works to close The Avenue, divert
utilities, and provide alternative access for landowners. Leaving The Avenue as a stopped up road,
even if gated/fenced, would make it attractive for fly tipping and travellers. Given the potential
significant resource implications for the County Council, there would need to be clear benefits and
justification for such a proposal.
The County Council does not consider closure of The Avenue to be justified as mitigation of the
impact of the A14, based on current information. That Madingley is a short cut from the A428 to the
A14 is not disputed. The Transport Assessment submitted by Highways England reports (at 7.5.17)
that in 2035 there will be an increase in traffic using The Avenue from 3800 to 6400 vehicles per day,
an increase of 2600 vehs/day. The traffic model (CHARM2) by Highways England has been analysed
by the County Council and the following facts established.
 Of the 2600 vehicles a day increase on The Avenue, only 600 vehs/day is an increase on the
High Street, Madingley.
 The remaining 2000 vehs/day increase is vehicles re-assigning from Dry Drayton Road to The
Avenue, which currently uses this route to circumvent the existing left it, left out junction
with the A14. If The Avenue was closed this traffic would continue to use Dry Drayton Road
and pass through Madingley as it does at present;
 Some 40% of vehicles using The Avenue are vehicles with a trip end in Madingley;

 The traffic model shows no increase in traffic routing from the A428 to the A14 with the A14
Improvement;
 The remaining 600 vehs/day increase on the High Street Madingley appears to be mainly
traffic routing from south west Cambridge to Longstanton/Oakington. It is possible that this
is traffic not related to the A14.
On the basis of the assessments to date, the County Council therefore considers that there would be
little benefit to Madingley from closing The Avenue unless Dry Drayton Road was also closed, and
this has not been the subject of consultation. If both roads were closed, Madingley residents would
be inconvenienced by losing access to roads north of the village, and a significant proportion of
traffic appear to be local residents. Achieving a significant reduction in through traffic for Madingley
would require both The Avenue and Dry Drayton Road to be closed.
The County Council considers that the most appropriate measure would be to implement traffic
monitoring. In the event that post opening of the A14 there was a significant observed adverse
effect on Madingley due to the A14, implementing a right turn ban with physical enforcement
measures and/or traffic calming could be considered, and the County Council would expect this to
be funded by Highways England as mitigation of the impact of the Local Access Road forming part of
the Development Consent Order.
As the County Council has not yet reached final agreement on traffic impacts on local roads with
Highways England, this position will be reviewed when Highways England submit their report on
Local Traffic Impacts on 2 August 2015. A final response taking into account any further
representations from Madingley will be made in the County Council’s written comments on
Highways England’s Local Traffic Impact submission.
Regards
Andrew Munro
A14 Project Manager
Cambridgshire County Council
andrew.munro@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
01223 715471 | 07542 965351
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Dear Mrs Baffa,
Thank you for your letter (reference DW121/MPC) regarding the Highways Agency’s
proposed A14 Improvement scheme. I apologise for the delay in responding to you.
The officer your letter was addressed to is now on long term absence from the County
Council. All correspondence regarding this issue should now be addressed to Andrew
Munro, Principal Transport Officer andrew.munro@cambridgeshire.gov.uk .
In your letter you ask whether the ‘Avenue’, Madingley could be closed to traffic, as
part of the A14 Improvement Scheme. This would be so as to ensure that traffic from
the Avenue cannot access the proposed new link road and vice versa.
Officers are currently considering the implications of the proposed A14 Improvement
Scheme and further information is awaited from the Highways Agency to enable us to
assess proposals and implications and respond to the Highways Agency
Development Consent Order submission.
In terms of the proposal to close the Avenue, further consideration is needed
regarding this proposal, including the potential wider implications on traffic and
movements. The County Council will need to analyse this further, and if there was a
proposal to close to the road to traffic, this would need to undergo wider consultation
with the public ahead of any final decision being taken.
We will undertake the analysis and discuss findings with Local Members and will then
write back to the Parish Council with an update on next steps.

Yours sincerely
Edward Cheng
Edward Cheng
Transport and Infrastructure Officer
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Dear Mrs Baffa,
MADINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL – A14 IMPROVEMENT SCHEME
Thank you for your letter. A decision regarding The Avenue will not be made until
there is sufficient evidence to make a decision on the issue, and it is possible that this
may not be until the A14 is completed, when actual traffic changes can be assessed.
At present Cambridgeshire County Council has not yet received traffic forecasts from
the Highways Agency identifying changes in the amount of traffic on The Avenue
post-completion of the A14.
I understand that you have discussed the issue with Bob Tuckwell (CCC Principal
Transport Officer) earlier this year and sent him a copy of the Parish Council
document entitled “A Review of Highways for the village of Madingley Cambridge”
(April 2014). Mr Tuckwell is on long term ill health absence, and there has been a
change of staff managing the County’s response to the A14 scheme. I apologise for
the inconvenience, but it would be useful if you could provide further copies of the
report, details of the public consultation you carried out, and the referendum. I
understand in your previous letter you noted that the village voted with a two-third
majority for closure of the Avenue, but it would be helpful to see the consultation
report in considering the matter further.
The final traffic forecasts from the Highways Agency can be reviewed alongside the
evidence base from the Parish Council and a decision can be made regarding closure
of The Avenue, alongside alternative measures such as a right-turn ban and traffic
calming. Any decision, however, can only be taken after consultation with utilities,
landowners, local businesses, and the wider population. We would also need to
consult with other communities such as Dry Drayton who may experience additional
traffic if the Avenue is closed. Finally, the cost of closure will need to be considered.
Although the Highways Agency have told you it is a County Council matter entirely, it

is unlikely, without funding from the Highways Agency, even if the County Council
agrees that closure is justified, the necessary works to close The Avenue can be
undertaken by the County Council unless there is a compelling safety or
environmental case to give it sufficient priority for funding.
Yours sincerely
Edward Cheng

Edward Cheng
Transport and Infrastructure Officer
TIPF

Dry Drayton Road
The Avenue

