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1.

Introduction

1.1

Purpose of Statement of Common Ground

1.1.1

This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared in respect of
the proposed M20 junction 10a Scheme. Guidance on the purpose and
possible content of SoCGs is given in paragraphs 58 – 65 of the Department
for Communities and Local Government’s “Planning Act 2008: Guidance for
the examination of applications for development consent” (March 2015).
Details of the Scheme are provided in Chapter 1 and Chapter 2 of the
Environmental Statement (Volume 6.1) that accompanied the DCO
application.

1.2

Parties to this Statement of Common Ground

1.2.1

This SoCG has been prepared in respect of the Scheme by (1) Highways
England, as the Applicant, and (2) Historic England.

1.2.2

Historic England is the government’s advisor for England’s historic
environment, responsible for protecting and championing the historic
environment, and ensuring it is valued and understood.

1.3

Terminology

1.3.1

Throughout this SoCG the phrase “It is agreed…” is used as a precursor to
any point of agreement that has been specifically stated to be agreed between
(1) Highways England and (2) Historic England. The phrase “It is not
agreed…” is used as a precursor to any point that (1) Highways England and
(2) Historic England have not yet agreed.

1.3.2

It is agreed that any matters not specifically referred to in Section 3 of this
SoCG are not of material interest or relevance to Historic England, and
therefore have not been the subject of any discussions between the parties.
As such, those matters can be read as agreed, only to the extent that they are
either not of material interest or relevance to Historic England.
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2.

Overview of Engagement

2.1.1

A summary of the meetings and correspondence undertaken pre-application
and pre-examination between (1) Highways England and (2) Historic England
in relation to the Scheme is outlined in Table 2.1 and Table 2.2 respectively.

Table 2.1 Pre-application: Engagement Activities between Highways England and Historic England
Date
Consulted

Form of Contact

Key issues raised / outcomes

20 January
2015

Email from MMSJV
to The Planning
Inspectorate

18 February
2015

Letter from Historic
England to The
Planning
Inspectorate

Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Report issued to the
Planning Inspectorate who then issued to statutory environmental
bodies and other relevant consultees for the collation of a Scoping
Opinion.
Scoping Opinion
Key issues and responses included in DCO Document 6.3,
Appendix 4.2 Response to Scoping Opinion. Comments were
made with respect to;
 the size of the study area and the need for the
consideration of significant assets which may be affected
beyond the proposed 1km study zone;


the Environmental Statement should assess the effects on
the significance of heritage assets from the construction
and operation of the proposed road, in relation to both its
physical impacts and changes within the assets’ settings;



the Environmental Statement should especially consider
the effects of the scheme on the Grade I listed Church of
St Mary’s, Sevington and the associated settlement; and



24 March
2015

Meeting with Historic
England

cumulative impacts will need to be considered, so the
effects of the road on the heritage assets are not
considered in isolation from other development (in
particular the AXA development).
Key issues and responses:
 Historic England requested that the proposed AXA
development also be considered in the ES.
o Highways England confirmed that the combined
effects would be assessed as part of the
Combined and Cumulative assessment would be
carried out, as a separate chapter.
 The screening of the new A2070 link road will be key to
minimising adverse effects. The visual continuity between
the church spires of Mersham, Sevington and
Willesborough is important, so views along the footpath
from Highfield Lane to Sevington must be considered in
the ES.
o Planting/screening included as part of design.
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Key issues raised / outcomes






The existing A2070 is lit, which does not affect the setting
of the church due to the screening provided by the trees.
Similar screening would be desirable to screen the new
junction.
o Planting screening included as part of design.
Noise effects on the setting of the church should also be
considered within the Environmental Statement.
o Noise effects on heritage assets have assessed
as part of the Environmental Statement.
Historic England confirmed that a 1km study area is
appropriate for the Environmental Statement, but that
heritage assets outside of this 1km area should be
included where appropriate
o Significant assets located outside of the 1km
study area, have been considered as part of the
Environmental Statement.

27 October
2015

Email MMSJV to
Historic England.

Preliminary Environmental Information Report

8 January
2016

Section 42
consultation letter
from Highways
England to Historic
England.

Letter from Highways England consulting consultees and
stakeholders about the proposed application.

8 March 2016

Meeting with Historic
England

Key issues and responses:

Preliminary Environmental Information Report issued for review.

o

Consideration of the combined scheme and Stour Park
effects will need to be included in the Environmental
Statement.
o

o

Connectivity between Ashford and St Mary’s Church at
Sevington is very important. Strongly in favour of
segregated crossing at Church Road.

o

The new Link Road is an additional noise factor that
should be considered within the Environmental Statement.

o

Questioned if St Mary’s Church is lit at night as this will be
a factor in assessing effects of new lighting. If the church
is not lit, it will not currently be a dominant feature in the
landscape through the night, so the new lighting would
have a lesser effect.
o

o
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and Cumulative assessment would be carried out

Highways England have identified that the church
is not lit at night.

Historic England noted that St Mary’s Church and the
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Key issues raised / outcomes
there would be a greater effect than on the other buildings.

10 March
2016

3 October
2016

Letter from Historic
England to Highways
England.

Letter from Historic
England to The
Planning
Inspectorate.

o

The NPPF states that if any harm results from a Scheme,
there needs to be clear justification in order for the
Scheme to be permitted. The Environmental Statement
and design of Junction 10a Scheme seems to be well on
the way to providing that justification. The NPPF also
requires that the Environmental Statement proves
minimisation of harm, and the provision of screening
planting can be used for that.

o

Historic England indicated that there is a striking link
between the spires and the local footpaths, but agreed
that there is no direct evidence of pilgrims. Agreed that the
spires are likely to have been local way markings, which
are significant but not a major factor for the Junction 10a
scheme.

Written response to the Public Consultation
The letter from Historic England raises the potential for the
scheme to cause serious harm to the setting of the Grade I listed
St Mary’s Church and to the viability of the church and the Grade II
Court Lodge. This is likely to be increased by the cumulative
impact with the AXA/DMI development.
The harm that the scheme will cause to the historic environment
will need to be detailed as part of the DCO application. Any harm
should be minimised (by design), before being weighed against
the public benefit of the application.
Written Response to Development Consent Order Application
The letter from Historic England reviews the DCO application,
Historic England recommended that further information was
required, to explain the nature of the church’s heritage significance
and the extent of impact on that significance. This information
should be used to minimise the harm to significance, before being
weighed against the public benefits of the application.

Table 2.2 Pre-examination: Engagement Activities between Highways England and Historic England
Date
Consulted

Form of Contact

Key issues raised / outcomes

13/09/2016

Meeting arranged
MMSJV with Historic
England

Discussion on the SOCG

29/11/2016

Meeting arranged
MMSJV with Historic
England

Discussion on the SOCG and Relevant Responses
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between (1) Highways England and
(2) Historic England

It is agreed that this is an accurate record of the key meetings and
consultation undertaken between (1) Highways England and (2) Historic
England in relation to the issues addressed in this SoCG.
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Issues
Environmental Statement related issues

Chapter 6: Cultural Heritage
Reference

Issue

Highways England position

Historic England position

Status

3.1.1

Cultural Heritage

The Cultural Heritage Chapter
(Chapter 6) of the Environmental
Statement and associated figures and
technical appendices (Volumes 6.1,
6.2 and 6.3) properly assess the
potential impacts of the Scheme on
cultural heritage and the methodology
used is appropriate. An additional
assessment of the significance of St
Mary’s Church Sevington and the
associated Church Court and barn is
included in Appendix A.1.

The assessment of impacts,
proposed mitigation measures
and conclusions regarding
cultural heritage are agreed
between Highways England and
Historic England, with the
exception of the conclusions in
the ES regarding cumulative
impacts associated with the
Stour Park development (see
Items 3.1.11 and 3.1.12 below).

Agreed

3.1.2

Outline Construction Environmental
Management Plan

The cultural heritage measures
included in the Outline Construction
Environmental Management Plan
(Appendix 17.1 contained in Volume
6.3 of the Environmental Statement)
are appropriate and are agreed
between Highways England and
Historic England.

The cultural heritage measures
included in the Outline
Construction Environmental
Management Plan are
appropriate.

Agreed
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Reference

Issue

Highways England position

Historic England position

Status

3.1.3

Setting (visual) impacts from the
operation of the scheme on St Mary’s
Church, Court Lodge and Barn,
Sevington and the wider historic
landscape.

Details on the landscape mitigation
and landscape effects can be found in
Chapter 7 of the of the Environmental
Statement and associated figures and
technical appendices (Volumes 7.1 to
7.9), An additional photomontage and
cross-section of the scheme has been
produced to show the visual setting
effects on the asset. This included in
Appendix A.2.

The incorporation of planting
(screening) and earth bunds
within the scheme design will
reduce the seriousness of the
harm of the scheme from the
operation of the scheme.

Agreed

The incorporation of planting
(screening) and earth bunds
within the scheme design will
reduce the seriousness of the
harm of the scheme from the
operation of the scheme.

Agreed

The Cultural Heritage chapter
identified a slight/moderate adverse
effect on the setting of St Mary’s
Church and a slight adverse effect on
the setting of Court Lodge and Barn,
from the additional visual and noise
impacts on the setting of the asset
from vehicle movements along the
proposed link road following mitigation.
3.1.4

Setting (visual) impacts from the
operation of the scheme at night on
St Mary’s Church, Court Lodge and
Barn, Sevington and the wider
historic landscape.

The Cultural Heritage chapter
identified a slight/moderate adverse
effect on the setting of St Mary’s
Church and a slight adverse effect on
the setting of Court Lodge and Barn,
from the additional visual impacts on
the setting of the asset from street
lighting along the proposed link road
following mitigation.
The church is not lit at night, so the
impacts of the proposed lighting on the
night time visual setting of the church

HA514442-MMGJV-GEN-SMW-RE-Z-8401
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Highways England position
will be minimal both during the
construction and operation of the
scheme.

Historic England position

Status

The incorporation of bunds and
acoustic barriers for the link
road and the reduction of the
speed limit along the A2070 will
reduce the impact of noise on
the setting of the assets below
the current levels during
operation. The Scheme is
located at a sufficient distance
to not cause any vibration
impacts.

Agreed

The responsibility for
commenting and agreement on
the assessment of effects on
Grade II listed building is
Ashford Borough Council (under
advisement of the Conservation
Officer).

Agreed

Low level lighting will be used on the
footbridge and where possible on the
link road and M20 Junction 10a, which
will minimise the impact of the scheme
on the asset.
3.1.5

Setting (noise and vibration) impact
from the operation of the scheme on
St Mary’s Church, Court Lodge and
Barn, and the wider historic
landscape.

Details on the noise effects of the
scheme can be found in Chapter 11 of
the Environment Statement. Further
assessment has been undertaken to
consider noise and aural intrusion from
the new roundabout and dualcarriageway link road north of the
church. The results of which can be
found in Appendix A3. This
assessment has identified the potential
effects as negligible.
As detailed in the outline CEMP, noise
and vibration monitoring will be
undertaken during construction.

3.1.6

Setting impacts from the construction
and operation of the scheme on the
Grade II listed assets on Kingsford
Street.

HA514442-MMGJV-GEN-SMW-RE-Z-8401
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The setting of the grade II listed
buildings on Kingsford Street is
already significantly degraded by the
presence of the M20. The setting of
the assets will be affected by the
construction of the scheme (footbridge
construction, ecology works, new slip
road etc.) but the use of scheme
design features, such as bollard

8

M20 Junction 10a
TR010006

Reference

Issue

Statement of Common Ground
between (1) Highways England and
(2) Historic England
Highways England position
lighting, hand rail lighting on the
footbridge, noise barriers and
replacement screening planting will
significantly reduce the impact.

Historic England position

Status

The Cultural Heritage Chapter
assesses the significance of effect to
the setting of the assets following the
implementation of the mitigation
measure as slight during the
construction and neutral during
operation.
3.1.7

Impacts of the scheme on
archaeological assets.

The Cultural Heritage Chapter
assesses the significance of effect on
the potential archaeological remains
as low. A programme of archaeological
evaluation and mitigation (if required)
will be agreed with the local authority
archaeological advisor before the
commencement of the construction
works.

The responsibility for
commenting and agreement on
the assessment of effects on
archaeological remains lies with
the Kent Council Historic
Environment Service.

Agreed

3.1.8

Viability of St Mary’s Church,
Sevington, during the construction
and operation of the scheme.

An audit was undertaken on NonMotorised Users (NMU) as part of the
assessment of effects of the scheme
on Travellers (Appendix 12.5 of the
Environment Statement). The audit
identified that overall NMU of the area
was very low. Two sites (1 and 3) on
PROWs leading to the Church and
including the footbridge were audited.
Site 3 by the footbridge counted 8
pedestrians and 18 cyclists on a
weekday. On a Sunday (when the

We are concerned that any
degrading of the environment
around the church could result
in the building becoming less
desirable to its parish and
visitors, for example for the
hosting of weddings. It could
consequently become less
actively used than at present,
leading to possible impacts on
its use and condition.

Not agreed
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Highways England position
church was in use) usage was slightly
higher, with a total of 17 pedestrians
and 31 cyclists.

Historic England position

The church is currently used two
Sundays in every month and there is a
morning service every Wednesday
(http://www.willesborough.org.uk/).
Outside of church services in the last
six months the church has been used
for a single wedding and brass band
carol concert.
To protect the long term viability of the
church a replacement footbridge will
be constructed on a similar alignment
to the existing footbridge, to maintain
the pedestrian and cycle access to the
church. The new footbridge will
Equalities Act compliant, improving
access across the A2070.
A temporary pedestrian access route
will be in place throughout the
construction phase to enable the
continued use of the church.
Improved vehicle access onto Church
Road from the A2070 has been
incorporated into the scheme design.
The in scheme landscape and noise
mitigation will minimise the permanent
and operation effects of the scheme on
the church.
HA514442-MMGJV-GEN-SMW-RE-Z-8401
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Issue
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between (1) Highways England and
(2) Historic England
Highways England position

Historic England position

Status

The viability of the church, both short
and long term, will not therefore be
adversely affected by the scheme.
3.1.9 3.1.1

The NPS states that ‘In considering
the impact of a proposed
development on any heritage assets,
the Secretary of State should take
into account the particular nature of
the significance of the heritage asset
and the value that they hold for this
and future generations. This
understanding should be used to
avoid or minimise conflict between
their conservation and any aspect of
the proposal (para. 5.129)

3.1.10 3.1.2

The NPS states that any harmful
impact on the significance of a
designated heritage asset should be
weighed against the public benefit of
development, recognising that the
greater the harm to the significance
of the heritage asset, the greater the
justification that will be needed for
any loss (para 5.132)

HA514442-MMGJV-GEN-SMW-RE-Z-8401
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The scheme design through the
provision of screening planting,
bunding, noise barriers, reduced
speed limits and the outline
construction environmental
management plan (CEMP), as detailed
in the ES, provide the evidence for
minimisation of harm.

Agreed

There is harm to significance
associated with the scheme.
This harm has been minimised
(as described in 3.1.8 above)
and the residual harm
(summarised at para 3.1.3) can
now be weighed against the
public benefits of the proposed
development.
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Reference

Issue

Highways England position

Historic England position

Status

3.1.11

Combined and Cumulative Effects

The Combined and Cumulative Effects
Chapter (Chapter 15) of the
Environmental Statement (Volumes
6.1, 6.2 and 6.3) properly assess the
potential impacts of the Scheme in
combination and in conjunction with
other relevant development and the
methodology used is appropriate. The
assessment of impacts, proposed
mitigation measures and conclusions
regarding combined and cumulative
effects are agreed between Highways
England and Historic England.

The ES methodology and
conclusions on combined and
cumulative effects are informed
by the EIA for the Stour Park
development, which has not
been agreed by Historic
England. We think that the harm
associated with that adjacent
scheme is greater than is
acknowledged in the Stour Park
ES and therefore that the
combined and cumulative
effects of both schemes is also
greater than acknowledged in
the current ES.

Not agreed

3.1.12

Combined cumulative effect of the
Stour Park Development and the
scheme on the setting of the Grade I
St Mary’s Church, Sevington and the
Grade II Court Lodge and Barn.

The business case for M20 Junction
10a scheme is not reliant on the Stour
Park development and the two
schemes are completely separate.
However, if both schemes do get
approval then there is likely to be a
combined cumulative effect on the
setting of designated assets.

The ES methodology and
conclusions on combined and
cumulative effects are informed
by the EIA for the Stour Park
development, which has not
been agreed by Historic
England. We think that the harm
associated with that adjacent
scheme is greater than is
acknowledged in the Stour Park
ES and therefore that the
combined and cumulative
effects of both schemes is also
greater than acknowledged in
the current ES.

Not agreed

The Combined and Cumulative Effects
chapter of the Environmental
Statement, identified that there would
be a combined residual adverse
moderate effect on the setting of the
designated assets from the
combination of the Stour Park and the
Main/Alternative Schemes during
construction and a Slight to Moderate
HA514442-MMGJV-GEN-SMW-RE-Z-8401
Revision A
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Highways England position
adverse effect during Operation by
year 15.

Historic England position

Status

Issues specific to the Environmental Statement as a whole
Reference

Issue

Highways England position

Historic England position

Status

3.1.13

The Main and Alternative Schemes

The Environmental Statement and
associated figures and technical
appendices (Volumes 6.1, 6.2 and 6.3)
has satisfactorily assessed both the
Main and the Alternative Schemes.

The Environmental Statement
and associated figures and
technical appendices (Volumes
6.1, 6.2 and 6.3) has
satisfactorily assessed both the
Main and the Alternative
Schemes, with the exception of
the conclusions in the ES
regarding cumulative impacts
associated with the Stour Park
development (see Items 3.1.11
and 3.1.12 above).

Agreed

3.2

Issues not related to the Environmental Statement

DCO Draft (Requirements)
Reference

Issue

Highways England position

Historic England position

Status

3.2.1

Requirements (Schedule 2)

The Requirements included in
Schedule 2 to the draft DCO are
appropriate and acceptable in so far as
they relate to matters relevant to
Historic England.

The Requirements included in
Schedule 2 to the draft DCO are
appropriate and acceptable in
so far as they relate to matters
relevant to Historic England.

Agreed
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Agreement on this Statement of
Common Ground

This Statement of Common Ground has been jointly prepared and agreed by:

Name:

Salvatore Zappala

Signature:
Position:

Project Manager

On behalf of:

Highways England

Date:

01/02/2017

Name:

Tom Foxall

Signature:
Position:

Inspector of Historic Buildings and Areas

On behalf of:

Historic England

Date:

1.2.17
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Appendix A.
A.1.

Cultural Heritage: St Mary’s Church, Sevington; Statement of
Significance

1

Explanatory Note

1.1

This Statement is written in the terms of Historic England’s definitions of significance – Evidential,
Historic, Aesthetic and Communal1. These are slightly different from, but encompass, those used
by the NPS and the NPPF, which are Archaeological, Architectural, Artistic and Historic. This
Statement is required to provide further detail on the significance of the Grade I listed Church of St
Mary’s, Sevington. The information is provided in support of the DCO application for the proposed
construction and operation of the M20 junction 10a Main and Alternative Schemes.

2

Introduction

2.1

St Mary’s Church Sevington is a Grade I listed building and is considered of national importance
and exceptional interest. It comprises a 12th century parish church with later extensions, which has
undergone restoration in 19th and 20th centuries2. The church is small in plan comprising a chancel
and south chapel, nave and south aisle and western tower with a broach spire 3.

2.2

Court Lodge4 and Court Lodge barn5 (referred to as Court Lodge) are both Grade II listed buildings
which are considered to be assets of regional importance (under the terms of the DRMB 6) but with
a strong association with the nationally important Grade I Church. Court Lodge is a farm house
which dates to the 16th century (or earlier), with a 18th to 20th century cladding. The barn dates to
18th century. The unlisted elements of the Court Lodge farm complex include a number of 19 th/20th
century agricultural buildings. The Court Lodge farm complex (referred to as Court Lodge in this
statement) has been incorporated into this statement of significance due to its relationship with the
church.

2.3

The church and Court Lodge are located in the parish of Sevington 3km to the south east of the
core of Ashford, Kent. The group is approached from the south along a single track lane (off
Highfield Lane); by a footpath from the east (from Mersham) and via a pedestrian bridge to the
west from Willesborough (and Ashford) over the A2070 (Munstereifel Road).

_________________________
1

Historic England (2008) Conservation Principles, Policies and Guidance

2

Historic England (Accessed 11/10/16) National Heritage List. https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1233902

3

Newman, J, (1983) The Buildings of England: North East and East Kent, page 519

4

Historic England (Accessed 03/11/16) https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1276463

5

Historic England (Accessed 03/11/16) https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1276464

6

DoT, 2007, available https://www.gov.uk/guidance/standards-for-highways-online-resources#the-design-manual-for-roads-andbridges, accessed 08/11/16
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3

Evidential value

3.1

St Mary’s Church Sevington has significant evidential value, due to its survival as a complete
largely unaltered small medieval church. The internal and external fabric of the church along with
its associated churchyard (including monuments and burials) has the potential to provide evidence
of the design, construction, use and development of the asset. These have the potential enhance
our knowledge of the social, religious and economic history of the parish and the wider area and to
refine our understanding of the development of settlement/church patterns around Ashford.

3.2

Although the spire would not have been an original part of the church, it is cited as being in
existence by the mid-18th century7. The bells from the church date from the 1630s, so it is
suggestive of a tower or spire in existence before this date. Further programmes of restoration
happened in 1877 and 1936.

3.3

The church is entered through a small porch, which enters directly into the south aisle. The nave
provides access to the chancel (without a chancel arch) and the tower, and there is a small chapel
at the end of the south aisle connected to the chancel by a low arch. The church contains glass
from Jones, Evans and C Evans of London dating from 1882.

3.4

Externally the church is made of ragstone with a red tiled roof, and grey slate covering on the spire.
The church is dominated with a large tower, with reinforcing buttresses. It has two small windows in
the upper level of the tower. The main body of the church is covered with a low roof that slopes
down to meet the porch. The roof above the chapel and the chancel are housed under separate
roof pitches.

3.5

The churchyard is bounded with a wooden fence. There are a number of historic monuments in the
churchyard, including some unusual headstones and bodystones but none of the monuments have
separate designations.

3.6

Court Lodge (farm house) is a 16th century timber framed building with 18th to 20th century
ragstone, red brick and hanging tile cladding8. The house was originally laid out in a Hall house
plan. orientation of the building has been altered and what is now the main entrance, was the
former rear elevation. The building has two floors and a steep pitched roof with two stacks dating
from different phases of construction. The 18th century barn is timber framed with weatherboarding
and a plain tiled roof. It is a single storey structure with a hipped roof 9. The barn is now used for
residential purposes. A cluster of 19th 20th century agricultural buildings are located directly to the
east of the listed barn, comprising single story structures built out of either brick, timber or
corrugated sheets. All are roofed with corrugated sheets. A large modern agricultural shed is
located to the south of the listed barn, which is used for an equine business.

_________________________
7

Hasted, E (1798) 'Parishes: Sevington', in The History and Topographical Survey of the County of Kent: Volume 7, pp. 576-583.

8

Historic England (Accessed 03/11/16) https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1276463

9

Historic England (Accessed 03/11/16) https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1276464
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4

Historic Value

4.1

The church, alongside one villager, six smallholders and a priest were listed in the Domesday
survey for Sevington10. Therefore, the church of St Mary may be located on the site of an earlymedieval timber church. The earliest visible elements of the church have been dated to the 12 th
century with 13th and 14th century additions and alterations. The church was recorded from the
16th century as the rectory of a manorial moated house located to 700m to the west of the
church11. The manorial centre moved in the 17th century to Boys Hall12 (a Grade II Listed building
located near St Mary, Willesborough).

4.2

Court Lodge and barn (Grade II listed) which are located immediately to the south of the church
have been suggested as associated with the Canterbury Cathedral (Christ Church) Priory, rather
than the manor house at Boys Hall. The existing farmhouse dates to the 16th century but more
than likely represents the historic (medieval grange) core of Sevington.

4.3

Prior to its association with the Boys Hall manorial estate it is likely that the church (of St Mary’s
Sevington) was formerly a chapel associated with Court Lodge, which may have operated as a
Grange Farm for Christ Church Priory Canterbury. A similar Canterbury connection can be found at
Aldington, where another ‘Court Lodge’ was formerly used as an Archiepiscopal hunting lodge

4.4

The historic cartographic evidence for the church and Court Lodge and surrounding parishes
indicates a pattern of parish churches located adjacent to associated farmsteads rather than
settlement cores. St Mary’s the Virgin Willesborough (Grade II*), St John’s The Baptist Church
Mersham (Grade I) and St Martin’s Church, Aldington (Grade I) are all identified as being located
adjacent to farmsteads called ‘Court Lodge’.

4.5

The associated settlements pattern indicates that settlement developed after the farms and
associated churches were established, with the settlements focused along major roads away from
manorial/ecclesial centres. The exception to this type of settlement development seems to be at
Sevington where the corresponding settlement does not seem to have developed beyond a
dispersed spread of cottages and farms, with the nearest significant developments being located at
Lacton Green (Willesborough) and Mersham.

4.6

The Church of St Mary is located to the south and east of the proposed scheme. There are open
agricultural views from the field between Court Lodge and the churchyard to the east towards
Mersham, and it has distant, and partial views of the tower of St John the Baptist in Mersham.
There is not a visual connection between the church and the church of St Mary the Virgin,
Willesborough, which is located to the west of the church, on the opposite side of the A2070.

_________________________
10

Open Domesday (Accessed 27/10/2016) http://opendomesday.org/place/TR0340/sevington/

11

Historic England https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1009006

12

Historic England (Accessed 03/11/16) https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1071101
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A footpath runs from the southern edge of the churchyard east towards Mersham. Views along this
footpath, take in the steeples of Sevington and Mersham as well as the tower of St Martin’s
Aldington 6km to the east. The footpath has been suggested as possibly forming a significant
historic route-way, with the church towers and steeples being used as way markers. The church of
St Mary’s the Virgin, Ashford (Grade I) is visible from the pedestrian bridge to the west of church
across the A2070, following the former alignment of the road to St Mary, Willesborough.

4.8

The church steeple is visible travelling south along the A2070 and serves as a significant landmark
in the wider landscape. Views from the churchyard to the north and west (towards the M20 and the
A2070) are heavily filtered by the existing treelines and hedgerows. However, some traffic is visible
along the M20 and noise from traffic movements along the road and from the channel tunnel rail
link is discernible from the churchyard.

4.9

The construction of the A2070 has severed the church from its historic links with Boys Hall and
reduced the physical (as well as visible connection) with the historic settlement cores at
Willesborough. To the north of the site the M20 motorway has compromised the setting of the
heritage asset. This route does not appear to have replaced an older historical route: the primary
connection from the church was to Willesborough to the west, and a circuitous pedestrian route
appears to have connected St Mary’s to Lacton Green.

4.10

The open agricultural land to the east forms part of the setting of the listed buildings which
contributes to the significance of the heritage assets. This is because the church was historically
surrounded by open fields and the surviving agricultural land therefore has historic associations
with the listed building. The church’s origins relate to the farmstead of Court Lodge and without
farming the church is unlikely to exist in its current form or at all. Additionally, the church is
experienced in views across the agricultural land from a number of locations in the surrounding
area. The churches relationship with other churches in the wider landscape and the potential
interconnection of historic route ways adds to the significance of the church’s context and historical
value. However, the immediate setting of the church comprising the churchyard makes a more
direct and important contribution to the understanding and significance of the building, as does its
visual relationship with Court Lodge.

4.11

However, the insertion of the M20 and A2070 and the expansion of the A20 has had a detrimental
effect on the setting of the heritage assets by way of noise and by way of physical severance from
Boys Hall, the site of the moat and reduced access to Willesborough and Lacton Green.

5

Aesthetic Value

5.1

The church (in particular its steeple) provides a focal point in the surrounding landscape. Views of
the church (and Court Lodge) from the east along the public right of way add to the aesthetic value.
Kinetic views along the footpath, give the appearance of the church steeple and tower rising in the
landscape as you walk closer to the church. The grouping of the tall steeple with the nearby squat
buildings of Court Lodge, provides a picture of a rural idyll in the foreground which contrasts with
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the urban conurbation of Ashford in the far view. The Court Lodge has kept its agricultural aesthetic
with the views to and from the fields across open fields.
5.2

The church and the churchyard provide a picturesque aesthetic, with a rural feel that provides a
significant contrast to travellers crossing the A2070 via the footbridge, or travelling by car from the
A2070 to the church. This picturesque tranquil aesthetic is enhanced by the tree lined approach
along the lane past Court Lodge.

5.3

The aesthetic value has been diminished by the construction of the M20, expansion of the A20 and
more directly by the construction of the A2070 in the 1990s. Noise, and the visible severance of the
church and Court Lodge from Willesborough and Lacton Green reduced the picturesque tranquil
aesthetic

6

Communal Value

6.1

The group communal value of the church and Court Lodge despite its significant aesthetic and
historical value has been diminished. There are a number of public rights of way connecting the
church and Court Lodge to settlements in the wider area and therefore the asset has the potential
to be informative and evocative, for walkers passing by as well as worshipers. However, the church
is likely to always have had a small congregation due to the absence of a sizeable settlement core
and the construction of the A2070 in the 1990s has in effect separated the parish church away
from its nearest potential congregation at Willesborough, harming its communal value. Footfall
across the footbridge, is largely limited to walkers and rather than for the use of the church.

6.2

The current setting of the church offers a feeling of isolation and apartness from everyday life
which adds the asset’s spiritual value but the limited use of the church means that its spiritual value
is degraded by the lack of an active congregation. The current character and picturesque setting of
the church does lend itself to wedding services but this is constrained by the existing poor vehicle
access off the A2070 and the traffic noise from the A2070, M20 and the Channel Tunnel Rail. Due
to its limited usage the church’s long term viability and communal value is at risk.
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Figure 4.1:
View towards St Mary’s and, Court Lodge
from Highfield Lane with Ashford in the distance.

Source: Mott MacDonald SWECO
Figure 4.2:

St Mary’s Church Sevington

Source: Mott MacDonald SWECO
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Figure 4.3:
View of church steeple and Court Lodge
agricultural buildings from (the north east) Highfield .

Source: Mott MacDonald SWECO
Figure 4.4:
Main approach to St Mary’s Church (from the west)

HA514442-MMGJV-GEN-SMW-RE-Z-8401
Revision A

22

M20 Junction 10a
TR010006

Statement of Common Ground
between (1) Highways England and
(2) Historic England

Source: Mott MacDonald SWECO
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Photomontages and scheme cross section

Figure 1, View 7. Photomontage of scheme from northern boundary of St Mary’s Churchyard, Sevington. Year 1.

Figure 2, View 7. Photomontage of scheme from northern boundary of St Mary’s Churchyard, Sevington. Year 15.
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Figure 3, Cross section of Proposed Scheme Link Road round-about, including proposed noise
barrier, planting and retained planting to north west of St Mary’s Church.
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M20 J10a Impact of Noise on Sevington Church (Draft)

Comments were made in Historic England’s response to consultation document dated 3rd October 2016,
and repeated below for convenience:
“Any noise associated with traffic on the new roads above and beyond the current situation may also erode
what still remains of the rural tranquillity of that setting. Again this potential effect on the setting of the
church is acknowledged in tables 6.9 and 6.10 of the ES, but there is no information provided to explain the
overall impacts of traffic noise from the proposed network of roads around the church. We note, however,
at paragraph 11.9.2 of Chapter 11 of the ES (Noise and Vibration, Volume 6.1 ), that because of lower
speed limits along the A2070 traffic noise along this route would reduce. Although this is the road is closest
to the church, there would be additional noise generated from the roundabout and dual-carriageway link to
the north of the church that has not be quantified in relation to the church”.
With the above in mind we have undertaken some further calculations and derived noise contours showing
the change in noise resulting from the proposed scheme at the church and its environs. Thus noise
contours represent the change in noise between the do-minimum case (i.e. without scheme) and the withscheme case. To put these values into context, a change of 1dB is the smallest that is considered
perceptible, thus changes of less than 1dB would be considered negligible. It is also worth noting that very
small changes in noise are well within noise modelling tolerances.
Noise contours presented in the Environmental Statement (ES) are at a height of 4m, as required by the
Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) for residential properties. The revised contours have been
presented at a height of 1.8m (6’) as a more realistic case for those visiting the church.
The following scenarios have been calculated and shown in Figures 1 to 4:


No barrier/bund, year of opening, Main Scheme;



Barrier/bund, year of opening, Main Scheme;



No barrier/bund, year of opening, Alternative Scheme;



Barrier/bund, year of opening Alternative Scheme.

The distinction between Main and Alternative Schemes is explained more fully in the ES (DCO Document
6.1, Chapter 11), but essentially the Main Scheme presents the case of the proposed Link Road between
J10a and the A2070 without access to the development area, whereas the Alternative Scheme includes
access to the development from the proposed Link Road.
In both sets of difference contours below it can be seen that without the barrier/bund there will be noise
increases of approximately 1dB with the scheme, whereas with the bund/barrier there will be noise
changes of between -1dB and 1dB with the scheme. In view of the fact that changes of less than 1dB are
considered negligible, on the basis of these calculations the impact of both Main and Alternative schemes
is also considered negligible.
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Figure 1. No barrier/bund, year of opening, Main Scheme

St Mary’s Church

Figure 2. With barrier/bund, year of opening, Main Scheme

St Mary’s Church
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Figure 3. No barrier/bund, year of opening, Alternative Scheme

St Mary’s Church

Figure 4. With barrier/bund, year of opening, Alternative Scheme

St Mary’s Church
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