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1. Introduction
ighways England, formerly the Highways
Agency, is a government owned company.
We are responsible for the operation,
maintenance and improvements to England’s
motorways and major A roads.
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The Scheme is classiﬁed as a Nationally
Signiﬁcant Infrastructure Project and as a result
we are required to submit an application for a
Development Consent Order to the Secretary
of State through the Planning Inspectorate.
Information about the Planning Act 2008
and the Planning Inspectorate can be found
on the Planning Inspectorate website:
http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk

The Scheme requires an Environmental Impact
Assessment in line with the Infrastructure
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2009 (as amended) and an
Environmental Statement has been submitted
as part of the Development Consent Order
application.

This document forms the Non-Technical
Summary of the Environmental Statement
and presents a summary of the key ﬁndings
to understand and report the effects of
the proposals on the environment. The
Non-Technical Summary is an easy to read, free
from jargon document.

Environmental impact
assessment
An Environmental Impact Assessment is
an assessment of the consequences of a
major project which affect the natural, built
and social environment. The EU Council
Directive (2011/92/EU) on the assessment
of the effects of certain public and private
projects on the environment forms the basis
of the legal requirements for Environmental
Impact Assessment. The Environmental Impact
Assessment directive is implemented in the UK
through separate statutory instruments speciﬁc to
different consenting regimes.
The Environmental Statement is a key part of the
application documents submitted by Highways
England in support of the Development Consent
Order application. Its principal purpose is to
assess the likely signiﬁcant effects of the Scheme
on the environment, to enable an informed
decision to be made on whether or not to grant
the Development Consent Order.
The objectives of the Environmental Impact
Assessment are to provide information, advice
and reports to:
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 Facilitate the consideration of environmental
impacts and opportunities in the development
of the design.
 Enable the minimisation of environmental
impacts through design, and the identiﬁcation
of additional environmental mitigation
measures where required.
 Identify opportunities to provide environmental
improvements where possible.
 Contribute to the information about the project
to be presented at any public consultation.
 Ensure that decision making about the project
is based on sound environmental information
and takes environmental effects into account.
The Environmental Impact Assessment considers
both direct and indirect effects of the Main
Scheme and Alternative Scheme. Direct effects
are those caused by the Schemes themselves.
Indirect effects can be those that alter the
character, behaviour or functioning of the affected
environment because of encroachment of the
Schemes’ effects over a wider area.
The Design Manual for Roads and Bridges
produced by Highways England has been
used to guide the assessment of the Main
and Alternative Schemes on the environment.
The signiﬁcance of environmental effects are
deﬁned in termsof the amount of change from
the baseline (the environment as it appears

2. The Scheme

Main Scheme

 A new Church Road footbridge/cycleway
replacing the old bridge.

Consultation to date

The Main Scheme comprises:

 Minor improvements to Barrey Road junction.

Highways England has worked closely with local
authorities, environmental bodies and other
stakeholders such as landowners, business
owners, tenants and people with other land
interests located within or around the Scheme
area in order to better understand local concerns
and consider how to reduce environmental
effects through carefully considered design.
Following a 15 month period of non-statutory
engagement, Highways England held a
community consultation on the Main Scheme
for 9 weeks between 14 January and 17 March
2016 to gain feedback on the draft proposals.
Some 650 people attended a local event and
230 people responded to the consultation which
included 211 questionnaires. All responses
received were carefully considered and where
appropriate incorporated into the ﬁnal scheme
proposal.
A full draft design of the Alternative Scheme
was published in an updated improvement
scheme brochure as part of a formal consultation
exercise with consultee’s between 31 March and
5 May 2016. Responses were considered and
incorporated where appropriate. Full details of
the consultation and responses are included in
the Consultation Report which accompanies the
Development Consent Order application.
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Public consultation

 The A20 Hythe Road would be incorporated
in the new junction so that the trafﬁc in
both directions would travel via the new
roundabout.

immediately prior to works), on a 5 point scale of
‘very large’, ‘large’, ‘moderate’, ‘slight’ or ‘neutral’
where effects can be adverse or beneﬁcial.
Effects are considered signiﬁcant if they are
moderate adverse or beneﬁcial or above.
Measures to avoid, reduce and, where possible,
remedy signiﬁcant adverse enviornmental effects
have been included within the assessment.
Effects are assessed during construction of the
Main and Alternative Schemes, in the opening
year and in the Scheme design year 15 years
later. However effects in the design year of
several of the environmental topics have not been
assessed as no changes to effects would be
anticipated for these topics.

Main Scheme and Alternative
Scheme
The Scheme is required to accommodate trafﬁc
generated by the proposed future growth of
Ashford and includes a new junction to the
south east of the existing M20 junction 10 and
a proposed new link road to the A2070. The
Environmental Statement considers both the Main
Scheme and the Alternative Scheme.

 A new interchange junction (10a) 700 metres
south east of junction 10. The new 3 lane
gyratory roundabout would connect to a new
southern link road and the existing A20 Hythe
road. Partially signalised, the new junction
would have new east and west facing slip road.
 A new link road to the A2070 Bad
Munstereifel Road − incorporating a new
three-arm roundabout joining the new link
road to the existing A2070.

 A new footway would link the A20 Hythe
Road to the Church Road footbridge.
 A new Kingsford Street footbridge/cycleway.
Demolition of the Highﬁeld Land overbridge.
 Improvements to Kingsford Street to include
a new safety barrier, 350 metre footway,
acoustic barrier and planting.

Alternative Scheme
The Alternative Scheme is the Main Scheme
with the addition of an access to the proposed
neighbouring Stour Park development, which would
comprise a three-arm roundabout located midway
along the proposed A2070 Link Road. This access
junction is referred to throughout the Environmental
Statement as ‘the Alternative Scheme’.
The Main Scheme and Alternative Scheme can
be seen overleaf.

This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationary Ofﬁce © Crown copyright.
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. AL100018928 2015
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Scheme location within inset A

Proposed Main and Alternative Scheme layout
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Need for the Scheme
Ashford is a rapidly growing town in the heart of
Kent and a major growth area for the south east,
beneﬁting from its close links to the UK road network
and northern Europe. The M20 is a signiﬁcant road
as an international route used by large volumes of
both heavy goods and holiday trafﬁc.
Ashford Borough Council is currently preparing its
Local Plan, up to 2030, scheduled to be released
for public consultation in Summer 2016. This
will address housing, the economy, community
infrastructure and environmental issues. The
Local Plan will be an important document that
makes site allocations for different development
uses and will set out criteria-based policies to
facilitate planning decisions.

 To alleviate congestion around the existing
junction 10 and improving safety, whilst
creating the opportunity to enhance local
transport facilities for non-motorised users.
 To provide a new route for trafﬁc into
Ashford by way of the new junction and dual
carriageway link road.
 To minimise the environmental impact
of the Scheme and where possible
allow enhancements to be made to the
environment.
 To improve journey time reliability on the
strategic road network.
 To improve safety through the junction by
reducing congestion.

In addition, the Council’s Core Strategy was
adopted in 2008 and includes the following vision:

Development of the Scheme

“Where practicable, impediments to growth such
as capacity limits at the motorway junctions, will
be removed allowing the town to develop...”

In November 2003 the Scheme was added
to the government’s targeted programme
of improvements, now programme of major
schemes. In 2005, 3 strategies were developed:

The Core Strategy also contains a section relating
to strategic growth, and the infrastructure that
would be needed to support this, including
junction 10a.

Objectives
The objectives of the Main and Alternative
Schemes are:
 To increase the capacity of the road network
to support the proposed development areas
in Ashford.
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Air quality
Main Scheme
The Main Scheme has the potential to cause
air quality impacts during the construction
and operational phases. Potential construction
and operation impacts have been assessed in
addition to predictions of concentrations of key
trafﬁc related pollutants at sensitive human health
and ecological receptors.

These strategies were then developed further into
14 options focusing on variations in the structures
proposed and their feasibility.

During the construction phase, the Main Scheme
would introduce new emission sources in the
form of trafﬁc and plant and involve potentially
dust generating activities, such as earth moving
and demolition. Construction trafﬁc management
is likely to result in vehicles travelling at a constant
speed of 50 miles per hour with fewer speed
variations compared to normal operation. This is
likely to cause a reduction in vehicle emissions.
Temporary trafﬁc lights installed across Swatﬁeld
Bridge may cause queuing, especially during
peak periods on the A20 which has the potential
to increase emissions. However, any increase in
emissions from queuing would be temporary and
are not considered signiﬁcant.

Option P3 (junction 10a Gyratory with realigned
A2070 South Orbital Road and Kingsford
Street footbridge) was identiﬁed as the most
feasible. The Secretary of State announced the
‘Preferred Scheme’ (Option P3) in 2008. In 2011
the Preferred Scheme was reviewed and value
engineering opportunities and initiatives identiﬁed
to reduce the estimated cost. As a result an
additional 2 sub-options were identiﬁed including
the ‘Modiﬁed Scheme’. The ‘Modiﬁed Scheme’
design has since been reviewed and updated to
produce the Main and Alternative Schemes which
are the subject of the Development Consent
Order and associated Environmental Statement.

During the operational phase, the Main
Scheme would move emission sources
closer to some receptors in the vicinity of the
proposed junction 10a and would change the
characteristics of trafﬁc ﬂows on the existing
road network. As a result pollutants associated
with trafﬁc emissions would both increase in
some locations and decrease in other locations.
Concentrations are predicted to exceed air
quality standards with or without the Scheme at
some locations in the study area. However no
exceedances are predicted to be caused by
the Scheme and changes in concentration are
predicted to be imperceptible.

 Improvements to the existing junction 10.
 New junction 10a (single bridge).
 New junction 10a (gyratory interchange).

The M20 junction 10a has therefore been identiﬁed
as a key transport requirement and is essential
to the future development of south Ashford. The
recent improvements at junction 10 in 2012 to
increase the capacity and improve safety will
allow some development to go ahead, but the
junction will not have sufﬁcient capacity for all of
the developments proposed.

3. Environmental
effects and
mitigation

Well established industry best practice controls
would be implemented on construction sites
to suppress dust and reduce vehicle and
equipment emissions during construction. Such
measures include removing mud and debris from
wheels leaving the site, damping down surfaces
in dry conditions, locating stockpiles out of the
wind and ensuring all vehicle engines and plant
motors are switched off when not in use. These
measures would reduce the impact of emissions
on residents and the local area and prevent
nuisance to residents. No incorporated mitigation
measures are required for air quality impacts
during operation.
Overall, the predicted impacts of the Main
Scheme on dust would not cause a nuisance and
trafﬁc during construction would not be signiﬁcant.
Similarly, air quality impacts during operation
would not be signiﬁcant and would not affect
the UK’s ability to achieve compliance with the
European Union air quality directive.

Alternative Scheme
The conclusions of the impact of the Alternative
Scheme on air quality would be the same as
those resulting from the Main Scheme.
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Cultural heritage

Landscape

Main Scheme

Main Scheme

The cultural heritage assessment draws upon
information gained from desk-based sources, a
search of archaeological records from the Kent
County Council Historic Environmental Record
Database, site inspection, and archaeological
ﬁeld surveys. A diverse range of heritage features
have been identiﬁed in the study area, including
late prehistoric/Roman archaeological remains, a
single Palaeolithic artefact (from 450,000-12,000
BC), several Listed Buildings, Conservation
Areas, a Registered Park Garden and a
Scheduled Monument.
The setting of several historic buildings, including
listed buildings would be adversely affected by
noise and visual intrusion during construction and
operation. In particular the Grade I listed St Marys
Church, Grade II Listed Court Lodge and Barn
and Grade II Listed Ransley Cottage and Redbur
Barn. The Main Scheme also has the potential to
directly affect the setting of the non-designated
‘Pilgrim Route’ due to the changes to the Church
Road footbridge over the A2070. In addition,
there is the potential for permanent signiﬁcant
adverse effects on undated and unknown
archaeological remains identiﬁed within the Main
Scheme footprint during the construction stage if
discovered once construction commences.
Mitigation measures include the use of appropriate
construction methods to avoid or limit damage
to heritage assets. During operation, screening
planting and landscaping measures would reduce
visual intrusion, and the incorporation of noise
mitigation in combination with the reduced speed

St Marys Church

limit on the A2070, would reduce the impact of
noise on these heritage assets. An archaeological
mitigation strategy would be produced
including the implementation of a programme
of archaeological works in order to investigate,
analyse, report and record these assets.
Following mitigation, there would be a slight
adverse effect on built heritage during both
construction and during operation, with the
exception of moderate adverse signiﬁcant effects
on St Marys Church. In addition, the Main Scheme
would remove the undated archaeological
remains that have been identiﬁed within the
Scheme footprint including those associated with
the medieval occupation of Sevington, resulting
in an overall moderate adverse effect during
construction with no effect during operation.

Alternative Scheme
The effects of the Alternative Scheme on cultural
heritage would be the same as those effects
resulting from the Main Scheme.

These new features would be a distinct change
from the existing arable farmland setting,
although they would be near to the neighbouring
A2070 and M20 highway corridors.

The landscape around the Main Scheme
principally features transport corridors with the
M20 running through the study area to the north
east of Ashford and the more southerly village
of Mersham. Aside from transportation, land
use varies from the central core of Ashford to
large scale open agricultural ﬁelds and historic
villages. The A2070 forms the southern urban
fringe of Ashford.
Local areas of sensitive landscape near the
Main Scheme include Conservation Areas within
Willesborough Lees, Lacton Green and the
village of Mersham. The Kent Downs Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty lies just outside the
study area.
During construction, associated infrastructure and
vehicles such as material stockpiling, heavy plant
and machinery would create adverse effects
on visual receptors (residential buildings, public
rights of way, and road users) and the Landscape
Character Areas of Ashford Urban Centre and
Mersham Farmland.
Adverse effects on visual receptors are
also anticipated during operation due to the
introduction of a new link road and roundabout,
noise barriers and environmental bunds, signage
and lighting. Mersham Farmland Landscape
Character Area would experience a notable
change, particularly where the proposed A2070
Link Road and associated infrastructure would
be present.

Mitigation would include keeping lighting to
a minimum, blending temporary construction
buildings with the surroundings and limiting
night-time activities to beam erection and bridge
demolition. Mitigation planting of trees, species
rich grassland, shrubs and ornamental planting
would help to integrate the A2070 Link Road
within its surroundings once operational.
Effects on visual receptors are anticipated to be
moderate adverse during construction and in the
opening year (Year 1), reducing to slight adverse
in the design year (Year 15) as mitigation planting
matures. One Landscape Character Area which
would experience moderate to large adverse
effects during construction and in the opening
year, reducing to slight adverse in the design year
as mitigation planting matures. Overall, landscape
effects during construction and in the opening
year would be slight adverse, reducing to neutral
in the design year.

Alternative Scheme
The landscape and visual effects of the
Alternative Scheme would be the same as those
effects resulting from the Main Scheme.
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View from Highfi eld Lane north west in Year 1 of planting for the Main Scheme

View from Highfi eld Lane north west in Year 15 of planting for the Main Scheme

Nature conservation
Main Scheme
The natural environment around the Main Scheme
mainly comprises agricultural ﬁelds bounded by
hedgerows, scattered trees, poor semi-improved
neutral grassland, improved grassland, amenity
grassland, scrub, tall ruderal and broadleaves
woodland and ponds.
Extensive ﬁeld surveys of these habitats found
badgers, bats, numerous bird species, dormice,
reptiles, water voles and great created newt, all of
which are protected by UK and EU laws.
These surveys have taken place over several
seasons in many cases, and have enabled a
detailed understanding of the populations within
the Zone of Inﬂuence (the area in which the
proposed Main Scheme could potentially impact
on ecological features).
Desk based studies into Statutory Designated
sites and protected area have also been carried
out. Valued Ecological Receptors that have been
assessed include Hatch Park/Bockhanger Wood
Site of Special Scientiﬁc Interest, Ashford Green
Corridor Local Nature Reserve, Highﬁeld Lane/
Kingsford Street Roadside Nature Reserve and
several Sites of Nature Conservation Importance.

Designated Sites
 There would be no loss of habitat or integrity
to the Hatch Park Site of Special Scientiﬁc
Interest. Given the national conservation
value of the Site of Special Scientiﬁc Interest,
nitrogen deposition as a result of vehicle
movements would have the potential to
result in not signiﬁcant adverse effects to this
statutory designation during operation.
 To facilitate the proposed works, a small
amount of habitat within both the Ashford
Green Corridor Local Nature Reserve and
the Highﬁeld Land Roadside Nature Reserve
would be temporarily affected during
construction. Replacement planting and
habitat enhancement measures at Highﬁeld
Lane Roadside Nature Reserve would result
in beneﬁcial effects during operation, whilst
no effects would be anticipated for Ashford
Green Local Nature Reserve.

 Proposed planting and habitat enhancement
works would result in beneﬁcial effects on
habitats and species once the Main Scheme
is operational.

Habitats

Protected Species

 A number of habitats would be
temporarily affected during construction,
mainly semi-improved grassland and
broadleaved semi-natural woodland.

 Reptiles and great crested newts will be
translocated in accordance with best practice.
Water voles and dormice will be dispersed
from works areas by phased vegetation
clearance.

Common toad

 Due to the application of mitigation measures
during construction, and the availability of
alternative habitats within the local area,
protected species would not be subject to any
signiﬁcant effects during construction.
 No residual effects to protected species
are anticipated during operation due to the
creation and establishment of replacement
planting.
Environmental mitigation incorporated into the
Main Scheme design includes measures to
create or improve wildlife habitat with speciﬁc
objectives being to:
 Ensure no net loss of valuable habitats.
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Existing vegetation beside junction 10, looking north west onto the junction

 Protect trees and habitats that do not require
removal.
 Provide greater habitat availability through
habitat creation, for example the creation of
three new ponds.
 Improve habitat connectivity, for example
through the provision of a mammal tunnel and
a reptile tunnel beneath the A2070 Link Road,
and a pipe bridge over the Aylesford Stream.
In addition, the design of the Main Scheme
seeks to avoid affecting wildlife by carefully siting
infrastructure away from important habitats and
timing works to avoid sensitive periods.
In conclusion, effects on designated sites would
be slight adverse during construction and
operation. Effects upon habitats would be slight
adverse during construction and neutral during
operation. Species would experience slight
adverse effects during construction and slight
beneﬁcial effects during operation.

Alternative Scheme
The nature conservation effects of the Alternative
Scheme would be the same as those effects
resulting from the Main Scheme.
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Geology and soils
Main Scheme
There are no designated sites relating to
geological features beneath or in the vicinity
of the Main Scheme and there are no water
abstractions, source protection zones or sensitive
groundwater abstractions within the Main
Scheme boundary. The Main Scheme would
however cross or pass close to sites which may
be contaminated with hazardous substances
such as fuels, chemicals and waste by historical
activities and/or be sources of waste. These
include an adjacent historic landﬁll, 2 unnamed
quarries, farms and associated agricultural
practices, M20 carriageway construction and
subsequent vehicle use and maintenance,
Willesborough Garden Centre and a disused
plant nursery. In addition, the site is underlain
with Kentish Ragstone, a regionally important
mineral.
Construction of the Main Scheme would
involve activities with the potential to result in
adverse effects on geology and soils such as:
shallow excavation works, earthworks, general
construction works and piling works. Temporary
construction stage effects include those upon the
quality and function of agricultural soils through
the removal and importation of soils, potential
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risks to human health through dust and potential
risks to groundwater through contaminated soils
entering water bodies.
Once operational, the Main Scheme would
not be expected to result in adverse effects on
the geology and soils within the Main Scheme
extent as there are no plans to extract minerals
or plans to increase the risk of contaminants
being mobilised.
Mitigation measures adopted during construction
to minimise effects upon geology, soils and
contaminated land include the protection of
soil structure and quality using best practice
procedures, dust suppression, prevention of
contamination through use of suitable personal
protective equipment and industry best practice
guidelines. A Soil Management Plan and
Materials Management Plan would be prepared
outlining procedures including the storage,
handling and disposal of contaminated soils.
Overall, effects on geology and soils during
construction are anticipated to be slight adverse,
reducing to neutral during operation.

Alternative Scheme
The effects of the Alternative Scheme on geology
and soils would be the same as those effects
resulting from the Main Scheme.

Materials
Main Scheme
The construction of the Main Scheme would
require large amounts of materials, and would
generate waste that would need to be recycled
or disposed of. The treatment and, or disposal
of these materials would typically cause
environmental impacts, such as contributing to
landﬁll, damage to local hydrological systems and
emissions associated with the transport required
for disposal.
During construction, site remediation,
earthworks preparation and the demolition of
existing structures has the potential for impacts
associated with the transportation of materials
and the unnecessary importation of primary
aggregates and exportation of surplus waste
materials. In addition, the construction of a new
highway and associated structures, including a
roundabout, bridges, and a retaining wall would
require a substantial amount of materials, which
have the potential to generate signiﬁcant effects.
Materials, waste arisings and transportation
during construction all produce carbon dioxide
either directly, as in the case of transportation, or
indirectly as embodied carbon of the materials
used. A carbon assessment of construction for
the Main Scheme has been undertaken using

Highways England’s Carbon Tool for which no
signiﬁcant effects were concluded.
Mitigation measures to reduce the impacts
associated with the construction of the Main
Scheme include ensuring that recycling and
disposal sites have appropriate waste disposal
permits and the incorporation of materials
excavated on site into construction. In addition,
opportunities for reduction, reuse and recycling
have been considered where possible such as
the consideration of local materials suppliers and
using infrastructure with a high recycled content.
A Site Waste Management Plan and a Materials
Management Plan would be produced to detail
how waste would be reduced, re-used and
disposed of on site.
Following the implementation of mitigation
measures, effects on materials during
construction are anticipated to be slight adverse.

Alternative Scheme
The effects of the Alternative Scheme on
materials would be the same as those effects
resulting from the Main Scheme.
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Noise and vibration
Main Scheme
A noise and vibration assessment has been
undertaken to establish signiﬁcant temporary
and permanent effects associated with the
construction and operation of the Main Scheme.
Prior to the assessment, noise monitoring was
undertaken across the area.

Construction noise calculations have identiﬁed
that existing noise levels would not increase
signiﬁcantly during construction works.
In addition, construction trafﬁc has been
modelled to have a negligible impact on existing
vehicle movements. To minimise adverse effects,
the limits for normal working hours and levels of
noise at nearby properties would be agreed in
advance of the works in consultation with Ashford
Borough Council Environmental Health Ofﬁcers.
Church Road footbridge with a view of St Marys Church

Construction activities which would generate
noise and vibration include:
 The demolition of existing structures and
carriageway.
 Excavation, compaction and foundations
works.
 Construction of bridges, retaining structures,
services, drainage and the new carriageway.
 Surfacing.
 Installation of noise barriers, signage and
road markings.
 Vehicles accessing the site and compounds.

During operation, several properties would
experience noise levels above signiﬁcant
observable adverse effect levels, however
these would be fewer in number than those that
would have been affected in the absence of the
Main Scheme.
Mitigation measures incorporated into the design
of the Main Scheme include screening and
appropriate siting of noisy plant items and site
maintenance and monitoring during construction.
In addition, new road surfacing would be thin
surface course and acoustic barriers and bunds
would be provided in sensitive locations.
Overall, there would be no signiﬁcant noise and
vibration effects during construction following the
implementation of mitigation measures. In the
opening year (Year 1), a number of properties
would experience signiﬁcant adverse effects.
However as there would be fewer receptors
(residential and commercial) affected in
comparison to the existing levels of noise without
the Main Scheme, this would result in overall
beneﬁcial effects in the design year (Year 15).

Alternative Scheme
The noise and vibration effects of the Alternative
Scheme would be the same as those effects
resulting from the Main Scheme with the
exception of 2 additional properties that would
experience signiﬁcant adverse effects in the
opening year.
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Main Scheme noise contours showing the change in noise levels where yellow to red display increases in noise levels,
green displays no change and blue displays decreases in noise levels in the opening year (2018).

Effects on all travellers
Main Scheme
The assessment of the effects of the Main
Scheme for all travellers addresses the impact
on vehicle travellers in terms of the change in
the view from the road, and the impact on driver
stress (frustration, fear of potential accidents
and route uncertainty). The assessment also
addresses the impacts for non-motorised users,
which includes pedestrians, equestrians and
cyclists, as a result of changes to the network of
non-motorised users amenities such as public
rights of way, footpaths, bridleways, restricted
byways, cycle ways and minor roads. It also
considers changes in journey length and times
and the provision of new non-motorised user
amenities.
Temporary closures and diversions during
construction would result in increases to journey
length and times for users. In addition, the
presence of construction plant, and construction
noise and dust during works would detract from
the quality of journey for non-motorised user routes
and crossings within the vicinity of the works.
Trafﬁc management during the construction of
the Main Scheme could result in delays to journey
time, leading to increased driver frustration within
the area.

Provisions for non-motorised users as part of the
operational Main Scheme include new footways,
cycle ways and a pedestrian and cyclist footbridge
between Church Road, St Marys Church and
Kingsford Street footbridge, which would replace
the old facility. However, the Scheme would result
in the closure of 7 public rights of way.
Predictions of driver stress with and without the
Main Scheme have identiﬁed that driver stress
experienced by vehicle travellers is not predicted
to change.
In conclusion, construction effects on
non-motorised users and driver stress are
considered to be slight adverse reducing to
neutral during operation.

Alternative Scheme
The effects of the Alternative Scheme during
construction on all travellers would be similar to
those effects resulting from the Main Scheme.
However, the Alternative Scheme would result
in an additional effect on non-motorised users
during operation, with non-motorised users
having to traverse an access road at the new
A2070 link road roundabout. In addition,
differences to driver stress as a result of the
Alternative Scheme have been identiﬁed. On
balance, the effects on non-motorised users and
driver stress during operation of the Alternative
Scheme is considered to be neutral and therefore
not signiﬁcant.
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Community and private assets
Main Scheme
The community and private assets assessment
identiﬁes impacts associated with the demolition
of property, the loss of land used by the
community, and impacts on development and
agricultural land. It also considers the provision
of amenities in relation to connectivity between
communities and community facilities and the
social and economic environment of Ashford.
Two business properties (Wyevale Garden Centre
and Sweatman Mowers) would be demolished
to accommodate the Main Scheme. There would
be associated non-residential temporary and
permanent land take as well as land take of one
residential dwelling as a result of construction.
Consultation with the owners of the above
businesses is currently underway and appropriate
mitigation (which would potentially include
appropriate compensation) would be adopted
wherever necessary.
Land designated in Ashford Borough Councils
‘Local Plan’ as open space at Church Road,
requires temporary and permanent land take.
Replacement open space land would be
provided north of the existing open space.
The Main Scheme would result in temporary
acquisition of 7.19 hectares of agricultural land
and permanent acquisition of approximately
19 hectares. There would be additional impacts
for individual farm business relating to access,
severance, agricultural land classiﬁcation and
husbandry, although these potential effects would
be appropriately compensated for.

The closure and reconstruction of Church Road
footbridge during construction has the potential
to increase journey times between Sevington
and Willesborough. A new at-grade crossing
on Church Road would be provided during
construction. On completion of the Main Scheme,
the reconstruction of the Church Road footbridge
would bring beneﬁts to non-motorised users due
to the enhanced access through compliance with
the Equality Act (2010).

Road drainage and the water
environment

An economic impact analysis has estimated that
the Main Scheme would create 409 net additional
job years (the number of jobs supported per
year by the Main Scheme) to the local economy
with an average of 205 jobs supported per year
during the 2 year construction phase. During
operation, the Main Scheme would unlock and
support the development of nearby development
land.

The Main Scheme takes into account the
increased surface water runoff generated by the
additional impermeable area, by the inclusion
of new ponds which will reduce the impact of
surface water run-off. These ponds would store
surface water runoff from the M20 junction 10a
which includes an allowance for climate change,
to ensure no increase in ﬂood risk from the Main
Scheme.

In conclusion, effects on private property during
construction and operation are considered to be
large adverse. Construction effects on community
land would be minor adverse reducing during
operation to neutral. Effects on development land
are anticipated to be neutral during construction
and beneﬁcial during operation. Effects on
agricultural land would be slight adverse during
both construction and operation. For individual
farm businesses during construction and
operation, a large adverse effect is anticipated
on 1 farm, a slight adverse effect on 6 farms and
a neutral effect on 1 farm. Community severance
would have slight adverse effects during
construction, improving to slight beneﬁcial during
operation. Effects on economic development
are considered to be slight beneﬁcial during
construction, improving to moderate to large
beneﬁcial during operation.

Alternative Scheme
The effects of the Alternative Scheme on
community and private assets would be the
same as those resulting from the Main Scheme.
However development land and economic
development would both experience enhanced
beneﬁcial effects.
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View from a public right of way looking north west
towards Sevington

Main Scheme
The water environment in the vicinity of the
Main Scheme encompasses surface water in
rivers, streams and ponds, groundwater within
underground strata, water resources and ﬂood risk.

A Flood Risk Assessment has been carried out
for the Main Scheme. This shows that most of the
Main Scheme is located in Flood Zone 1 where
there is little or no likelihood of ﬂuvial or tidal
ﬂooding. However, parts of the Main Scheme lie
within Flood Zones 2 and 3 (Medium and High
ﬂood risk). There are no buildings (residential/
commercial) within the area that are subject to
possible ﬂood risk and the proposed structures
would not constrict the ﬂow of the Aylesford
Stream. Modelling will be carried out during the
detailed design phase to assess the effects of the
proposed location of the slip road embankments
in Flood Zone 3.

to be isolated within the attenuation ponds,
which would minimise adverse impacts on the
surrounding watercourses. Mitigation measures
incorporated into the Main Scheme design during
construction relate to minimising impacts on
surface water quality, preventing contamination
from accidental spillages and minimising impacts
upon groundwater during earthworks. Best
practice guidelines for pollution prevention and
water management would be followed.
During operation, the potential for impacts on
ﬂood risk as a result of the Main Schemes would
be minimised by the proposed drainage design,
which would store surface water runoff, and
including a climate change allowance.
In conclusion, the risk of pollution to surrounding
water bodies during the construction of the Main
Scheme would be temporary and localised. The
implementation of mitigation measures would
mitigate potential adverse effects on surface or
groundwater during construction.
Effects on water bodies during both construction
and operation are anticipated to be slight
adverse. Effects on ﬂooding during construction
would also be slight adverse however improving
to slight to moderate beneﬁcial during operation.

Alternative Scheme
The effects of the Alternative Scheme on road
drainage and the water environment would be
the same as those effects resulting from the Main
Scheme.

A Water Framework Directive assessment has
been undertaken and has concluded that the
Main Scheme is unlikely to cause deterioration in
ecological status or ecological potential for the
Aylesford Stream or downstream waterbodies.
During operation, the proposed drainage design
would enable any spillages on the carriageways
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Combined and cumulative
effects
Main Scheme
The assessment of combined and cumulative
effects of the Main Scheme brings together the
principal ﬁndings of each of the previous topics
of the Environmental Statement in order to identify
and assess the combined effects of the Main
Scheme, and the cumulative effects of the Main
Scheme in association with other future signiﬁcant
development projects within the study area.
Combined and cumulative effects are deﬁned as
effects which can result from multiple actions on
receptors over time and are generally additive
or interactive in nature. Receptors assessed
in the combined effects assessment include:
communities, landscape, geology and soils,
vehicle travellers, materials, cultural heritage,
the water environment and ecology. Cumulative
effects can also be considered as impacts
resulting from incremental changes caused by
other past, present or reasonably foreseeable
actions together with the Main Scheme.
The assessment methodology for combined
effects involves the identiﬁcation of impact
interactions associated with the Main Scheme
upon separate environmental receptors, in order
to better understand the overall environmental
effect of the Main Scheme. For cumulative
effects, incremental changes likely to be
caused by ‘other developments’ together with
the Main Scheme are identiﬁed. Sixteen ‘other
developments’ were identiﬁed within the study
area that have the potential to coincide with the
construction and operational phases of the Main
Scheme. It is therefore necessary to assess the
likely cumulative effects of the Main Scheme with
each of these ‘other developments’ to avoid or
mitigate against signiﬁcant adverse effects.
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The Main Scheme would have an overall
slight to moderate adverse combined residual

environmental effect during the construction
phase. This is due to the moderate adverse
effects anticipated on communities, the combined
slight to moderate adverse effects on cultural
heritage, and the slight adverse combined effects
on the remaining receptors. The Main Scheme
would have an overall slight adverse combined
residual effect at Year 1 during operation, due to
the combined slight adverse effects on geology
and soils, landscape, and cultural heritage, and
combined neutral effects anticipated on vehicle
travellers, the water environment, communities
and ecology. By Year 15, the Main Scheme
would have an overall neutral combined residual
effect, due to the combined effects for landscape
improving to a neutral effect, and combined
effects for communities improving to a slight
beneﬁcial effect.

Summary of effects
Main and Alternative Scheme
Effects
Effects at
during
opening year
construction

Specialism

Dust and traffic
Air quality

Local air quality and
designated sites
Built heritage

Not signiﬁcant

Effects at
design year

No effect

No effect

Not signiﬁcant

Signiﬁcant

Signiﬁcant

Alternative Scheme
The Stour Park development consists of 2
phases; phase 2 is dependent on the Alternative
Scheme. Whilst the Alternative Scheme would
facilitate phase 2, the Environmental Statement for
the development considers the 2 phases as one.
As a result the combined and cumulative effects
of the Alternative Scheme would be the same as
those effects resulting from the Main Scheme.

 Use of well-established
industry best practice
controls to suppress
dust and reduce vehicle
emissions

 Screening planting and
landscaping measures

Cultural
heritage

Landscape

No effect

 The implementation of an

Archaeology

Signiﬁcant

Landscape

Signiﬁcant

Signiﬁcant

Not signiﬁcant

 Screening planting and

Visual

Signiﬁcant

Signiﬁcant

Not signiﬁcant

landscaping measures

Designated sites

Not signiﬁcant

Not signiﬁcant

Habitats

Not signiﬁcant

Not signiﬁcant

Species

Not signiﬁcant

Not signiﬁcant

Nature
conservation

The residual cumulative effects during
construction of all of the other developments
with the Main Scheme is anticipated to be slight
adverse, due to the cumulative residual slight
adverse effects on cultural heritage, landscape
and visual receptors, noise and vibration,
agricultural land, and community and private
assets. During operation, the residual cumulative
effects for the Main Scheme with the other
developments is anticipated to be neutral. Overall,
no signiﬁcant adverse (or beneﬁcial) cumulative
effects are anticipated from the interaction of the
other developments with the Main Scheme, and
as such no additional mitigation over and above
the mitigation speciﬁed within the Environmental
Statement is considered necessary.

Mitigation

archaeological mitigation
strategy

 Habitat creation and
connectivity though a
mammal tunnel and a reptile
tunnel

 Protecting trees that do not
require removal

Geology and
soils

Not signiﬁcant

Not signiﬁcant

Contaminated land

Not signiﬁcant

Not signiﬁcant

soil management plan and
materials management plan

Materials and waste

Not signiﬁcant

Not assessed

 The implementation of a site

Carbon

Not signiﬁcant

Not assessed

waste management plan

Noise

Not signiﬁcant

Not signiﬁcant

 Noise bunds and acoustic

Vibration

Not signiﬁcant

Not signiﬁcant

Non-motorised users

Not signiﬁcant

Not signiﬁcant

Materials

Noise and
vibration

Effects on all
travellers

 The implementation of a

Geology and soils

barriers

 Thin road surfacing
 New footways and
cycleways

Driver stress

 Replacement of Church

Not signiﬁcant

Not signiﬁcant

Private assets

Signiﬁcant

Signiﬁcant

Community land

Signiﬁcant

Not signiﬁcant

Development land

Not signiﬁcant

Signiﬁcant

Agricultural land

Not signiﬁcant

Not signiﬁcant

Signiﬁcant

Signiﬁcant

on Church Road during
construction

Community severance

Not signiﬁcant

Not signiﬁcant

 Compensation for the loss

Economic
development

Not signiﬁcant

Signiﬁcant

Water bodies

Not signiﬁcant

Not signiﬁcant

Road footbridge

Community
and private
assets

Road drainage
and the water
environment

Individual farm
businesses

 Replacement land will be
provided where designated
land is lost

 New at-grade crossing

of business and farm land

 Use of best practice
guidelines for pollution
prevention

Flooding

Not signiﬁcant

Signiﬁcant

 Drainage scheme including
allowances for ﬂooding and
climate change
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4. What happens
next?
Highways England has submitted the
Environmental Statement to the Planning
Inspectorate as part of an application for a
Development Consent Order. The Planning
Inspectorate has been appointed by the
Secretary of State to examine the application.
Granting of the order would give Highways
England the legal power to proceed with the
Main Scheme or the Alternative Scheme.
At the time of publication of this Non-Technical
Summary, the application has just entered the
acceptance period, which has a maximum period
of 28 days. On receipt of the application, the
Planning Inspectorate will upload documents to
its website and will contact local authorities for
conﬁrmation of the adequacy of pre-application
consultation. If satisfactory responses are
received and all the necessary documents have
been provided, the Planning Inspectorate will
accept the application and the pre-examination
stage will begin. At this point Highways England
will publish a notice saying where the application
documents can be viewed. During the registration
period of the pre-examination stage, members of
the public can register as interested parties. This
will entitle them to make written representations
to the Planning Inspectorate. Information on
how to register can be found on the Planning
Inspectorate’s website:

The pre-examination period ends with the
preliminary meeting, which registered interested
parties are invited to attend. At the preliminary
meeting, the Examining Authority will decide the
way that the application is to be examined.
The preliminary meeting marks the start of the
examination period during which any necessary
hearings will be held to address key issues
identiﬁed at the preliminary meeting.

The Examining Authority will then have
3 months to consider its recommendation.
This recommendation and a supporting report
will then be passed to the Secretary of State
for Transport, who will have three months to
decide whether or not to grant a Development
Consent Order.

Finally, when the Secretary of State’s decision
is published, there will be a 6 week High Court
challenge period. If there are no High Court
challenges, the decision will be ﬁnal.

Registered interested parties can send written
comments to the Planning Inspectorate and can
ask to speak at a public hearing. The examination
will last a maximum of six months.

http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/
m20-junction-10a
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If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information,
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.
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