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1

Executive summary

1.1

Introduction

1.1.1 This feedback report explains the activities undertaken and representations
made during the Stage 1 consultation for National Grid’s proposals to replace
an existing natural gas pipeline across the River Humber (referred to as the
River Humber pipeline replacement project). This report also provides
National Grid’s considered response at this stage of the project to the issues
raised by respondents during the Stage 1 consultation and how they were
taken into account in the project development at this stage.

1.2

Consultation undertaken

1.2.1 The purpose of the Stage 1 consultation was to invite feedback on the project,
including information that would help identify the preferred route corridor and
construction technique for the river crossing. It took place between 6
December 2012 and 21 January 2013 and included a series of three public
exhibitions in communities in the vicinity of the proposed works, on the north
and south banks of the River Humber. The Stage 1 consultation is regarded
as non statutory or ‘informal’ consultation.

1.3

Consultation outcomes

1.3.1 All of the responses received during the consultation were considered by
National Grid as part of the process to identify a preferred route corridor and
construction technique for the proposed pipeline at this stage of the project.
1.3.2 A number of themes and issues were raised consistently by respondents, for
example; environmental issues, potential disruption during construction, the
potential effects on traffic and highways and construction considerations. The
considered responses of National Grid to these themes and issues raised
through the responses received are included in the report.
1.3.3 Although respondents were not asked to indicate a preference for a route
corridor or construction technique, a significant number of the responses
received from members of the public, stakeholders and other interested
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parties stated a preference for Route Corridor 2 and the tunnel construction
technique. Where provided, justifications for preferring Route Corridor 2
included that it was the shortest route and thus would likely be result in fewer
environmental impacts and less disruption than other options. Justifications
for preferring the tunnel construction technique included the likely lower
environmental impact and more long-term nature of a tunnel in comparison to
the alternative construction technique presented (a trench).

1.4

Conclusion and next steps

1.4.1 In spring 2013, National Grid announced the preferred route corridor for the
River Humber pipeline replacement project, taking account of the feedback
received during the Stage 1 consultation outlined above and further
engineering and technical studies. An announcement on the preferred
construction technique will be made at a later date, following further
engineering and technical studies.
1.4.2 At this stage, we anticipate that in 2015 we will be applying for a Development
Consent Order (DCO) for the replacement pipeline.
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2

Introduction

2.1

Overview

2.1.1 The purpose of the Stage 1 consultation was to invite feedback on the project,
including information that would help identify the preferred route corridor
between the existing above ground installations (AGIs) near to Paull and
Goxhill and the preferred construction technique for the river crossing.
2.1.2 Feedback was sought from stakeholders and other interested groups and
bodies, the public and local communities living in the vicinity of the proposed
route corridors that had been identified at this stage of the project.
2.1.3 Representations to the Stage 1 consultation have been used to inform the
selection of a preferred route corridor and construction technique. In addition,
the result of the evaluations contained within the following individual reports,
prepared as part of the Stage 1 consultation, will be taken into account:
- Strategic Options Report
- Route Corridor Investigation Study
as well as any information that has subsequently been identified either
through consultation or through ongoing work.

2.2

Terminology

2.2.1 The Stage 1 consultation refers to the period from the start of public
consultation on 6 December 2012 to the close of the consultation on 21
January 2013, during which an extensive programme of community
consultation was carried out. Although the public consultation officially closed
on 21 January 2013, National Grid continued to accept responses after this
date.
2.2.2 A total of 33 stakeholder groups were invited to take part in the Stage 1
consultation process. The stakeholders included seven bodies such as
Natural England and the Environment Agency, two local authorities and nine
parish and town councils located in the vicinity of the proposed route corridor
options and the public. See Appendix 1 for a list of stakeholders.

Page 7 of 73

River Humber pipeline replacement project
Stage 1 consultation – feedback report

2.2.3 On-going consultation will continue to take place with stakeholders throughout
the project’s development as appropriate.

2.3

Purpose and structure of the report

2.3.1 The purpose of this report is to provide a full account of the first, nonstatutory, round of pre-application consultation (referred to as the Stage 1
consultation), a summary of the consultation responses received (including
themes and issues raised), an explanation of how National Grid has had
regard to these responses and how they will be taken into account in project
development. The consultation is termed the Stage 1 consultation in order to
distinguish it from future consultations and any formal, statutory consultation
process that may be required.
2.3.2 The Stage 1 consultation gave information and sought feedback on the
possible route corridors within which the pipeline could be built and the
construction techniques that could potentially be employed to cross the River
Humber.
2.3.3 This feedback report forms part of a suite of documentation to inform National
Grid’s decision-making process prior to the commencement of further public
consultation. Further public consultation will be undertaken to support an
application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning
Inspectorate (under the Planning Act 2008), if this is deemed necessary
following an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) screening process that
will be undertaken at a later stage in the project.
2.3.4 This report includes the following sections:
Section 1: provides an executive summary of the Stage 1 consultation and
this Feedback Report.
Section 2: sets out an introduction to this report providing background
information on National Grid itself and detailing National Grid’s commitment to
engagement and consultation.
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Section 3: sets out an introduction to the project including an overview of the
project, the development process to date, how the route corridors presented
for the Stage 1 consultation were determined, and an overview of the route
corridors.
Section 4: sets out how National Grid determined the route corridor options
and construction techniques presented for the Stage 1 consultation.
Section 5: sets out who National Grid consulted during the Stage 1
consultation and how consultation was carried out.
Section 6: provides an overview of the feedback responses received as part
of the Stage 1 consultation.
Section 7: provides an overview and analysis of the representations received
from stakeholders and other interested parties as part of the Stage 1
consultation.
Section 8: sets out the process and methodology for analysis of the public
responses to the Stage 1 consultation and provides a summary of these
responses.
Section 9: sets out the considered response of National Grid to the issues
raised and how these issues will be taken into account at this stage of the
process in selecting a preferred route corridor.
Section 10: provides a summary of the next steps.

2.4

Background to National Grid

2.4.1 National Grid owns and operates the high pressure National Transmission
System (NTS) for natural gas throughout Great Britain and owns and operates
a significant lower-pressure gas distribution network throughout the heart of
England. The high-pressure transmission pipelines transport gas from import
terminals to major centres of population and some large industrial users, such
as power stations, performing a similar function to the motorways on Britain's
road network.
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2.5

National Grid’s commitment to engagement

2.5.1 National Grid is committed to involving stakeholders and communities
effectively in the development of this project by listening and taking into
account the views and opinions expressed. In developing this project,
National Grid has aimed to ensure effective and meaningful engagement with
the local community, stakeholders and other parties. A full list of stakeholders
and other parties contacted as part of this consultation has been included as
Appendix 1 of this report.
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3

Introduction to the project

3.1

Overview of the project

3.1.1 National Grid is exploring the options to replace an existing natural gas
pipeline across the River Humber (referred to as the “River Humber pipeline”)
with a new pipeline, by tunnel or trench, between existing Above Ground
Installations (AGIs) near to Paull, on the north bank of the Humber and Goxhill
on the south bank.
3.1.2 The new pipeline would be between 7-13 kilometres (km) long, depending on
the route corridor selected. Between 4-6km could be tunnelled, depending on
the final route. The river crossing by excavated trench would be 3km long.
Depending on the route corridor and construction technique, a short distance
of onshore pipeline may also be required on either side of the river.
The need for a replacement
3.1.3 The River Humber pipeline is a strategic gas pipeline which runs in an
excavated trench across the River Humber. It is an important pipeline
because it connects an import location for gas at Easington, on the East
Yorkshire coast, to a compressor facility at Hatton, in Lincolnshire and, in turn,
into the wider transmission network delivering gas supplies to millions of
customers throughout the UK.
3.1.4 The River Humber pipeline is 5 kilometres (km) long and runs between Paull
and Goxhill AGIs. This includes a 3km crossing of the Humber Estuary.
3.1.5 A Need Case has been produced which explains in detail the current capacity
of the River Humber pipeline and the reasons why a replacement pipeline is
required (National Grid, 2011). In summary; over time tidal patterns have
eroded the river bed covering the pipeline, leading to parts of it becoming
exposed. On recognising this issue, National Grid developed an innovative
engineering solution to protect it with gravel filled bags and with concrete
‘frond mattresses’ placed over the top. These incorporate plastic fronds to
mimic seaweed and encourage the settlement of sand and silt. This solution
ensured the pipeline could continue to operate normally in the short-term and
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inspections by maintenance teams have shown that it has been effective and
successful. The construction of a new pipeline beneath the River Humber
represents the best option for a long-term solution.
The planning process for the replacement
3.1.6 At this stage, National Grid is working on the basis that the proposed
development would require an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and
as such the application would be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate
under the Planning Act 2008 and be accompanied by an Environmental
Statement. A final decision will be made subsequent to the EIA screening
process, anticipated to take place later in 2013, after the Stage 1 consultation
detailed in this report.
3.1.7 If the project is deemed not to require an EIA, an Environmental Report and
supporting information will be submitted to the respective local planning
authorities to agree that the work constitutes Permitted Development.
3.1.8 If it is considered that the development could have a significant impact on the
environment, then we anticipate that in 2015 we will be applying for a
Development Consent Order (DCO) for the replacement pipeline, including
any modifications to the existing AGIs at Paull and Goxhill necessary to
manage, maintain and support the safety of the system.

3.2

Project development to date

3.2.1 Developing the project has involved the following stages to this point (in
chronological order):
-

Strategic Options Report (SOR) – to determine an appropriate strategic
solution to take forward for more detailed investigation.

-

Route Corridor Investigation Study (RCIS) – to determine and evaluate
potential route corridors and construction techniques, taking
environmental constraints into account.

-

Stage 1 consultation – to obtain the views of stakeholders, other
interested groups and bodies, the public and local communities living in
the vicinity of the proposed route corridor options identified in the RCIS.
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3.3

Project development next stages

3.3.1 The next stages in the project development include (in chronological order):
-

Corridor and construction technique preference – to identify a
preferred route corridor and construction technique, based on a range of
technical and environmental factors and taking into account the feedback
received as part of the Stage 1 consultation.

-

Assessment and further consultation – assessment of the preferred
route corridor and construction technique to help determine the route
alignment for the pipeline.

-

Route alignment determination and Stage 2 consultation – to define
the precise route of the pipeline within the preferred route corridor, in
consultation with stakeholders and other parties, the public and local
communities living in the vicinity of the proposed route.

-

Production of the Environmental Statement or Environmental Report
and preparation and submission of the application to the relevant
authority(s)
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4

Determining the route corridor options presented for
Stage 1 consultation

4.1

Strategic Options Report

4.1.1 National Grid produced a Strategic Options Report (SOR) to identify and
appraise the merits of different strategic options against a range of factors for
the replacement of the River Humber pipeline. The SOR outlined the process
of reviewing the strategic options available for replacing the pipeline.
4.1.2 A range of stakeholders, including local authorities and organisations such as
Natural England, the Environment Agency and Associated British Ports (ABP)
– the Port Authority for Hull – were consulted as part of the process of
identifying the preferred strategic option.
4.1.3 The SOR reviewed the technology options available to meet the identified
requirement; assessed the lifetime costs of each option as well as the initial
capital cost; assessed the environmental and socio-economic effects of each
option; and considered the comments received from consultees.
4.1.4 Following the appraisal, a direct crossing of the River Humber by tunnel or
excavated trench was identified as the most suitable option. These options
are substantially shorter than the other options and would result in fewer
impacts overall than other options involving longer on/offshore pipelines.
4.1.5 Although it was identified that these options could impact upon Humber
Estuary site of nature conservation importance, the estuary crossing is
relatively short (3 km) and it is thought that appropriate mitigation can be
implemented at the more detailed design stages to ensure any potential
effects are minimised or avoided.
4.1.6 The options utilise existing infrastructure, avoiding the need to construct new
AGIs, and they are more financially viable options. In addition, they do not
require the installation of a compressor station, resulting in fewer impacts on
noise, air quality, landscape and visual amenity.
4.1.7 A river crossing by Horizontal Direction Drill was discounted due to the
technical limitations of the technique over the required length, along with the
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limited availability of backup procedures should the technology fail. The
preferred strategic option was determined in March 2012.

4.2

Route Corridor Investigation Study

4.2.1 Following the completion of the SOR, a Route Corridor Investigation Study
(RCIS) was undertaken to identify route corridor options and analyse the
construction techniques for the preferred strategic option. The RCIS identified
five route corridor options, based on technical and environmental
assessments. These options formed the basis of the Stage 1 consultation. A
draft report presenting the findings of the RCIS was published at the start of
the Stage 1 consultation period in December 2012.
4.2.2 In light of the findings of the draft RCIS, National Grid proposed to nominate
Route Corridor 2 (by tunnel) as the initial preferred route corridor as it is the
shortest route, would be the least expensive tunnel option and it would have
the least environmental and socio-economic impacts. Although more
expensive than a trench option, a tunnel compared favourably on
environmental impacts, especially the numerous designated areas in and
around the River Humber. However, it was clearly stated that this was only a
preference at this stage and could change following consultation and
feedback received.
4.2.3 A number of stakeholders were invited to comment specifically on the draft
RCIS (see 7.1.3 below).

4.3

Route corridor options and construction techniques
presented for Stage 1 consultation

4.3.1 For the Stage 1 consultation, five route corridors and two possible
construction techniques were presented.
4.3.2 The route corridor options are approximately 1km wide, which is considered
sufficiently broad enough to make allowances for technical routeing issues
within each corridor. Each route corridor starts/ends at the existing AGIs
located near to Paull, on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the
south bank. The route corridor options are shown in Appendix 2.
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-

Route corridor option (RC) 1 travels approximately 1.5km northwest of the
Paull AGI before crossing the river to a point approximately 1km inland on
the south bank and turning south east for approximately 2km to the
Goxhill AGI.

-

RC 2 crosses the River Humber directly between the existing AGIs.

-

RC 3 travels from the Paull AGI to a point approximately 1.5km inland,
south east of the Goxhill AGI, before turning to go approximately 2km
north to the AGI.

-

RC 4 travels approximately 1.5km southeast of the Paull AGI, crossing the
river to a point approximately 2km inland, to the north of East Halton,
before turning to go approximately 3km north to the AGI, following the
same route as option three.

-

RC 5 follows the route of option four but continues to a point
approximately 2.5km southeast of the Paull AGI before crossing the river
to a point approximately 1.5km inland, northeast of East Halton, and then
turns north for approximately 4km, following the same route as for options
three and four.

4.3.3 The two construction options presented for building the pipeline were a new
tunnel beneath the River Humber or a new trench across the river bed.
-

Tunnel construction would involve excavating shafts at circa 30 metres
deep on either side of the river. These could be vertical or sloped,
depending on geological and engineering considerations. A tunnel bore
machine (TBM) would then be used to dig the tunnel beneath the river. At
this point in the project it has not been determined whether the TBM will
be launched from the north or the south bank. The tunnel would be lined
with concrete segments as it is dug. The pipeline would be pulled through
the tunnel from the surface in ‘strings’ – long, welded sections of pipe
assembled on-site on one side of the river. Once complete, the tunnel
shafts would be filled and the land reinstated as close to its original
condition as practical.
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-

Excavated trench construction would involve building cofferdams on either
side of the river - excavations with a sloping base and sides supported by
solid retaining walls. A dredger would dig a trench across the river. The
trench would be approximately 4 metres deep, to provide sufficient depth
of cover over the pipe. The actual depths would be determined later
through more detailed design studies. Once complete, maintenance
dredging would continue until the pipeline is laid. The pipe would be
pulled through the trench in ‘strings’ in the same way as for a tunnel.
Once complete, the cofferdams would be filled and the land reinstated as
close to its original condition as practical. The trench would be filled in
with excavated material and will also naturally fill in over time through the
action of the river currents.
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5

Stage 1 consultation – approach and method

5.1

Overview

5.1.1 Between 6 December and 21 January, National Grid undertook the Stage 1
consultation for the River Humber pipeline replacement project.
5.1.2 The purpose of the Stage 1 consultation was to invite feedback on the
proposed project, including information that would help identify a preferred
route corridor and preferred construction technique, from stakeholders, the
public, other interested parties and local communities living in the vicinity of
the proposed route corridor options which had been identified at this stage of
the project. This feedback helped to inform the development of the project.
5.1.3 The Stage 1 consultation is regarded as non statutory or ‘informal’
consultation. The formal statutory consultation process will follow in due
course if an application is to be made to the Planning Inspectorate (PINs). If
National Grid is required to submit its application to local planning authorities,
a pre-application consultation will be undertaken in line with their respective
policies.
5.1.4 This section of the report sets out the early engagement that took place, the
development of the Consultation Strategy, and the activities undertaken
during Stage 1 consultation.

5.2

Early stakeholder engagement

5.2.1 National Grid engaged a range of local authority stakeholders, statutory
organisations and other parties at an early stage in the project development.
Stakeholder engagement on strategic options
5.2.2 In February 2012, National Grid engaged with stakeholders and other parties
on the background and initial options for the project.
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5.2.3 The stakeholders included:
-

East Riding of Yorkshire Council

-

North Lincolnshire Council

-

Environment Agency

-

English Heritage

-

Natural England

-

Marine Management Organisation

-

Crown Estate

-

ABP

Parish and ward councillor presentations
5.2.4 In advance of the Stage 1 consultation, National Grid organised a series of
group briefings for those parish councils and local authority councillors
representing wards in the vicinity of the proposed route corridor options. The
presentations were intended to ensure councillors were well informed about
the project and to provide a forum for questions and discussion in advance of
public consultation. A total of nine parish councils and six local authority
councillors were invited. Representatives from six parish councils and four of
the local authority councillors attended the sessions. A list of the parish
councils can be found in Appendix 1.
5.2.5 Two presentations were held in November 2012:
- East Halton Village Hall, 26 November 2012 (parish and ward councillors
on the south side of the Humber)
- Thorngumbald Village Hall, 28 November 2012 (parish and ward
councillors on the north bank of the Humber)
Local authority presentations
5.2.6 In advance of the Stage 1 consultation, invitations for introductory
presentations on the project were also extended to the Leaders of the two
relevant local authorities, East Riding of Yorkshire Council (ERYC) and North
Lincolnshire Council (NLC). The offer was accepted by both authorities,
although due to diary constraints the presentations were not held until after
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the start of the Stage 1 consultation. However, National Grid was happy to
accept any feedback that was submitted following the presentations.
Presentations were held as follows:
- To NLC (the full council cabinet), 17 December 2012
- To ERYC (the cabinet members for Environment, Housing & Planning
and Infrastructure, Highways & Emergency Planning), 26 February 2013
Presentations to Members of Parliament
5.2.7 In advance of the Stage 1 consultation, invitations for introductory
presentations on the project were also extended to the two MPs whose
constituencies included the proposed route corridor options – Martin Vickers
MP (Cleethorpes, south of the Humber) and Graham Stuart (Beverley &
Holderness, north of the Humber). As above, due to diary constraints a
presentation was not held until after the start of the Stage 1 consultation.
5.2.8 A presentation was held with Martin Vickers MP on 16 January 2013.
Presentation materials, background documents and maps were also provided
to Graham Stuart MP, although he was unable to attend a formal presentation
at this stage.

5.3

The Consultation Strategy

5.3.1 In bringing forward the Stage 1 consultation for this project, National Grid
sought input from those local authorities directly affected by the proposed
project into the design of the consultation programme. As part of this,
National Grid produced a Consultation Strategy (see Appendix 3) that was
consulted on with the relevant authorities for 28 days and, subsequently,
publicised as part of the consultation programme. The local authorities
consulted were ERYC and NLC.
5.3.2 The Consultation Strategy included the following information:
-

Background to National Grid

-

A project description

-

A description of the anticipated stages of consultation and indicative
project timeline
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-

A description of the approach National Grid would take to consultation,
including the various stakeholder groups that would be consulted and the
engagement techniques that would be used (including an explanation of
ways in which responses could be submitted during the consultation
process)

-

A copy of the consultation notice to be published in the local press in
advance of the start of Stage 1 consultation.

5.3.3 Both authorities notified National Grid that they had no comments to make on
the Consultation Strategy.
Consultation Strategy commitments
5.3.4 A number of commitments to consultation were made in the Consultation
Strategy. These, along with a summary of how National Grid delivered
against them, are listed in the table found in Appendix 4.

5.4

Who was consulted as part of the Stage 1 consultation

5.4.1 This section of the report notes the various stakeholder groups that were
invited by National Grid to take part in the Stage 1 consultation.
Local authorities
5.4.2 National Grid invited relevant officers from ERYC and NLC to attend the
public exhibitions and take part in the Stage 1 consultation process by letter.
5.4.3 On-going consultation will continue to take place with those local authorities
directly affected by the proposed route corridor options throughout the project
as appropriate.
Consultee groups and organisations
5.4.4 A total of 31 consultee groups and organisations were invited by letter to take
part in the Stage 1 consultation process. These included bodies such as
Natural England and the Environment Agency as well as nine parish and town
councils located in the vicinity of the route corridor options. See Appendix 1
for a full list of consultees.
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5.4.5 Consultation will continue with stakeholders throughout the development of
the project.
Local authority members
5.4.6 The Leaders of ERYC and NLC and councillors representing wards in the
vicinity of the route corridor options were invited by letter to attend the public
exhibitions and take part in the consultation.
Members of Parliament
5.4.7 The MPs whose constituencies included the route corridor options were
invited by letter – two in total (covering the north and south banks of the
Humber respectively).
Members of the European Parliament
5.4.8 All six MEPs for the Yorkshire and Humber European Parliament constituency
were invited to attend the public exhibitions and take part in the consultation.
Local communities
5.4.9 In order to seek the views of local communities and interested parties living in
the vicinity of the proposed project, a consultation zone for the Stage 1
consultation was identified as part of the Consultation Strategy.
5.4.10 The zone extended at least 500 metres either side of the route corridor
options and at least 500 metres around the existing AGIs near to Paull and
Goxhill. The zone boundary was drawn at 500 metres either side of the route
corridor options to ensure that all those addresses on and within the
immediate vicinity of the options were covered. Where it was deemed
necessary, the zone was extended to include relevant centres of population in
their entirety (e.g. the village of Goxhill).
5.4.11 A total of 2,896 addresses within the consultation zone were contacted by
letter with a project summary and details of planned public exhibitions, in
addition to being covered by the more general communications outlined
below. A map of the Consultation Zone can be found in Appendix 5.
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Wider public
5.4.12 Members of the public were invited to attend the public exhibitions and take
part in the Stage 1 consultation process by the general communications
outlined below.

5.5

How was the Stage 1 consultation publicised

5.5.1 This section of the report sets out the various methods used to publicise the
Stage 1 consultation to stakeholders, the local community and wider public to
ensure they were informed about the project and the consultation process.
Consultation notice
5.5.2 Prior to the start of the Stage 1 consultation, a full page advert containing
information about the project and the consultation was published in two
relevant newspapers which had distribution areas that covered all or part of
the route corridor options. A copy of the consultation advertisement can be
found in Appendix 6. The advert ran twice across a three week period prior to
the start of the consultation, from the week commencing 19 November to the
week commencing 3 December 2012.
5.5.3 The advert included:
- Information on the background and need case for the proposed project
- Details of the Stage 1 consultation process, including the public exhibition
programme, dates, times and venues
- Project contact details
5.5.4 The relevant local newspapers were:
- Hull Daily Mail
- Grimsby Telegraph
Local media engagement
5.5.5 In addition to the advert outlined above, in advance of the Stage 1
consultation, National Grid directly engaged editorial staff at the two
newspapers to brief them on the project and encourage editorial coverage of
the project and forthcoming consultation. Several articles were published
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before and during the Stage 1 consultation in the local newspapers.
Examples can be found in Appendix 7.
Local community newsletters
5.5.6 In addition to local media, National Grid engaged with local community news
providers to raise awareness of the Stage 1 consultation in those communities
in the vicinity of the route corridor options. Notices were published on two
online community newsletters in advance of the consultation. In addition,
further update notices were published during the consultation period.
5.5.7 The community websites were:
- Paull Village Hall website (http://paullvillagehall.wordpress.com)
- Goxhill Gander Facebook Group
(www.facebook.com/groups/278461975532422/?fref=ts)
- www.hu12online.net
Letters to households
5.5.8 At the start of the Stage 1 consultation, individual letters were sent to 2,896
addresses within the consultation zone (see 5.4.9 above). The letters
included a project summary and details of planned public exhibitions and
included full project contact details – freepost address, email, web and
telephone. A copy of the letter can be found in Appendix 8.
Letters to stakeholders
5.5.9 In addition to the above letters to households, letters were also sent to a wide
range of political and other stakeholders, including relevant parish councils,
local authority councillors, MPs and MEPs as well as a range of statutory and
other organisations and bodies. Examples of these letters can be found in
Appendix 9, 10 and 11.
Project posters
5.5.10 Notification letters sent to all nine parish council clerks asked the clerks to
display a project poster in a suitable location(s) locally to advertise the project
and public exhibitions. Several copies of a poster were included with each
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letter. The poster was based on the consultation advertisement. A copy of
the consultation poster can be found in Appendix 12.
Pre-consultation website
5.5.11 A pre-consultation website went live on 7 November 2012 at
www.nationalgrid.comn/riverhumberpipeline. It included a summary of the
background and need case for the project and included details of the
consultation, including exhibition dates, times and locations.

5.6

Activities undertaken during Stage 1 consultation

5.6.1 This section of the report sets out the various methods of engagement that
were utilised in undertaking the Stage 1 consultation to ensure that all
relevant stakeholders, local communities and the wider public were able to
find out more about the project, take part in the consultation and provide their
feedback on the proposals at this stage.
Public exhibitions
5.6.2 A total of three public exhibitions were held in three different locations. The
exhibitions were held in suitable and accessible venues within those
communities in closest proximity to the proposed route corridor options for the
project. This included two exhibitions on the south bank of the Humber and
one on the north. The exhibitions were held on weekdays and one weekend
between Thursday 6 December and Saturday 8 December 2012. The
exhibitions were widely publicised as outlined detailed above. A total of 104
people attended.
Table 1

Public consultation events location, dates and attendance

Venue

Location

East Halton Village Hall

East Halton Thursday 6 December

26

Goxhill Memorial Hall

Goxhill

Friday 7 December

54

Paull

Saturday 8 December

24

Total attendees

104

Exhibition trailer, Crown Inn
Pub (car park)*

Date

Attendees
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5.6.3 The venues were chosen based on a number of criteria, including their
proximity to potentially affected communities, suitability as a community
facility, accessibility (including disabled access) and availability. One
exhibition (in Paull) was held in a mobile exhibition trailer, parked in a central
location in the village on the day of the exhibition, as no suitable alternative
venue was available due to ongoing construction work at Paull Village Hall.
As the village is located immediately adjacent to the existing AGI site, and so
is the closest to the proposed route corridor options, it was determined that
the exhibition should take place in the village rather than in other possible
venues in neighbouring villages that were at least two miles away. Each
exhibition was open for a minimum of four hours (3pm-7pm on weekdays and
12pm-4pm for weekends).
5.6.4 The exhibitions were open events where attendees were able to learn more
about the project, view the route corridor options and images/animations of
the proposed construction techniques and talk to National Grid project team
representatives. Attendees were encouraged to give their views in writing and
were handed a feedback form on entry.
5.6.5 National Grid gave careful consideration to the accessibility of the
consultation, in terms of both physical accessibility and nature of consultation
materials. At each exhibition there were a number of static display boards
explaining the background and need case for the project, information
concerning the proposals (including a map of the route corridor options and
pictorial descriptions of the proposed construction techniques) and
environmental, construction and public consultation issues. A 3D animation
video lasting approximately 5 minutes was on display to explain the project,
visualise the route corridor options and show how the construction techniques
would work. A copy of each of the display boards can be found in Appendix
13. The 3D animation can be viewed at
http://www.nationalgrid.com/uk/Gas/Pipelines/riverhumberpipeline/the-project/
5.6.6 Six representatives from National Grid’s project team were on hand at each
exhibition to answer questions and guide attendees around the displays. The
representatives included National Grid staff and project consultants with
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expertise on construction, planning, environmental matters, land and property,
and community engagement, in order to be able to answer specific detailed
questions about different elements of the proposed project.
5.6.7 On arrival at the exhibitions, attendees were registered and handed a
summary information leaflet, a map of the proposed route corridor options, a
four page factsheet on the construction techniques and a feedback form to
provide their comments on the proposals. Maps of the individual route
corridor options were also available to take away. The feedback form could
be completed at the exhibitions, posted back using the freepost address
provided, or downloaded from project website, completed and returned via
email or post. ‘Keep in touch’ cards, which included all project contact details,
were also available for attendees to take away. Copies of these materials can
be found in Appendix 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18.
Parish and ward councillor presentations
5.6.8 As outlined in 5.2.4 above, presentations were offered to parish councils and
local authority councillors representing wards in the vicinity of the proposed
route corridor options.
Local authority briefings
5.6.9 As outlined in 5.2.6 above, presentations were offered to the relevant local
authorities in the vicinity of the proposed route corridor options.
Member of Parliament briefings
5.6.10 As outlined in 5.2.7 above, presentations were offered to the MPs
representing constituencies in the vicinity of the proposed route corridor
options.
Project website (www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline)
5.6.11 A full project website was launched on commencement of the consultation on
6 December 2012 – www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline. The website
included extensive information about the project (replicating what was
available at the public exhibitions), full project contact details, and all relevant
documents and materials were available to download. The 3D animation
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could also be viewed on the website. Visitors were also able to register their
contact details to be kept informed of future stages of consultation.
5.6.12 The documents and materials available on the website included:
-

Strategic Options Report (SOR)

-

Route Corridor Investigation Study (RCIS) Report

-

Project information leaflet

-

Feedback form

-

Public exhibition display boards

-

Route corridor options maps

-

Construction techniques factsheet

5.6.13 As noted above, a pre-consultation website went live on 12 November 2012.
Inspection copies
5.6.14 During the Stage 1 consultation, inspection copies of the project information
leaflets and electronic copies of the SOR, RCIS, and Consultation Strategy
were made available to a number of libraries and council centres located in
the vicinity of the route corridor options. These are listed in Table 2.
Table 2 List of locations of inspection copies and opening times
Organisation

Address

Barton Local Link

Providence House, Holydyke
Barton Upon Humber, DN18 5PR

Hedon Customer

2 New Road, Hedon

Service Centre

HU12 8EN

Goxhill Library

The Parish Room, Howe Lane, Goxhill,
DN19 7HS

Thorngumbald

Travelling Libraries, Council Offices, Main

Travelling Library

Road, Skirlaugh, HU11 5HN
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Alternative methods of communication
5.6.15 The project freepost address, email address and freephone telephone
consultation line for consultation information set up for the project were
maintained and were widely publicised in exhibition invitations and publicity
materials as summarised above.
Freepost address: Freepost National Grid R H Pipeline Project
Email address: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com
Freephone: 0800 988 9144 (answered during normal office hours, Monday to
Friday, 9am to 5pm. An answer-phone facility was available outside these
hours)

5.7

Process for management of responses

Overview of feedback mechanisms
5.7.1 Written responses to the Stage 1 consultation were received from the public
and a range of stakeholders, including statutory bodies and local
organisations. The responses received from stakeholders were analysed and
documented separately from responses received from the public.
Stakeholder responses are set out in Section 7 of this report. Responses
from the public are set out in Section 8 of this report.
5.7.2 Stakeholders and members of the public were able to register their responses
to the consultation in writing through a number of ways:
-

By completing a feedback form, copies of which were handed to all
individuals who attended the public exhibitions. The form could be
deposited in the ballot box at the event, sent via the freepost address, or
scanned and emailed via the email address (all contact details were listed
on the form). A data protection statement informed respondents that any
comments could be made available to the Planning Inspectorate and any
relevant Local Planning Authority.

-

By downloading a feedback form from the project website and returning it
via post or email

-

By sending an email to the dedicated project email address
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By sending a letter to the dedicated project freepost address

5.7.3 Feedback mechanisms and contact details were clearly advertised on all
project publicity materials.
5.7.4 The deadline for all feedback was Monday 21 January 2013, more than 28
days after the public exhibitions finished. Nevertheless, feedback responses
received before or after these periods have been noted and considered.
Processing feedback and correspondence
5.7.5 Formal written responses received by feedback form, email and letter were
recorded in a bespoke feedback log database. For the purposes of analysis,
individual respondent information was recorded, with verbatim responses
recorded for each of the questions posed on the feedback form. Where
written responses were received that did not follow the feedback form format
(e.g. via email or letter), verbatim responses were attributed and recorded to
the most appropriate question or questions posed on the feedback form. A
copy of the feedback form can be found in Appendix 18.
5.7.6 Queries received from the public and stakeholders (e.g. via the consultation
freepost number) were logged in a bespoke stakeholder contact log database.
Responses were given where appropriate.
5.7.7 Once the Stage 1 consultation concluded on 21 January 2013, all feedback
responses were analysed by the project communications company
(Camargue), as outlined in the following sections of this report.
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6 Stage 1 consultation – overview of responses
6.1.1 This section of the report provides an overview of the number and types of
responses received during the Stage 1 consultation.
6.1.2 A total of 29 written responses were received from members of the public,
stakeholders and other interested parties, including statutory bodies and local
organisations.
6.1.3 Responses were received through a number of response mechanisms
including at exhibitions, by post, and online. Table 3 shows the number of
responses received through each response mechanism. Table 4 shows the
number of responses received from each type of stakeholder. Table 5 shows
the number of responses received from members of the public by address
location (on the north / south bank of the Humber).
Table 3 Number and type of response received
Response mechanism

Number

Feedback form (at exhibitions and by post)

20

Email

1

Letter

8

Total

29

Table 4 Number and type of respondent
Type of stakeholder

Number

Public responses

20

Stakeholders

9

Total

29

Table 5 Number of public respondents by address location
Address location

Number

Address on the south side of the River Humber

18

Address on the north side of the River Humber

2

Total

20
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7

Responses from Stakeholders and other parties

7.0.1 This section of the report provides a summary of the responses received from
stakeholders and other interested parties, including statutory bodies, parish
councils and other organisations consulted during the Stage 1 consultation.
We have not, nor have we sought to, repeat verbatim every single
representation made through this process. Nevertheless, all responses have
been taken into account and will, where appropriate, inform the project as it
develops.
7.0.2 Section 9 of this report provides the considered response of National Grid to
the themes and issues raised and how they have been taken into account by
National Grid in selecting a preferred route corridor and construction
technique.

7.1 Specified organisations
7.1.1 The stakeholders and organisations that were asked to take part in the Stage
1 consultation were as follows:
Table 6 Stakeholders consulted (organisations and bodies)
Organisations and bodies
English Heritage*+

Natural England*+

Environment Agency*+

The Crown Estate+

Marine Management Organisation*+
Local authorities
East Riding of Yorkshire Council*+

North Lincolnshire District Council+

Parish and Town Councils
Barrow upon Humber Parish Council

North Killingholme Parish Council

East Halton Parish Council

Paull Parish Council*

Goxhill Parish Council

Thorngumbald Parish Council

Hedon Town Council*

Thornton Curtis Parish Council

New Holland Parish Council

Page 32 of 73

River Humber pipeline replacement project
Stage 1 consultation – feedback report

Other parties
Associated British Ports+

Humber Industry Nature Conservation
Association

BTCV Humber and East Yorkshire

Humber Local Enterprise Partnership

Campaign to Protect Rural England

Lincolnshire Biodiversity Partnership

City of Hull Environment Forum

Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust*

Hull and Humber Chamber of
Commerce

National Trust Yorkshire

Hull Friends of the Earth

RSPB Northern England

Humber Conservation Volunteers

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust*

Humber Estuary Management Scheme
MPs
Graham Stuart MP

Martin Vickers M

(Beverley & Holderness)

(Cleethorpes)

MEPs
Andrew Brons MEP

Godfrey Bloom MEP

Diana Wallis MEP

Linda McAvan MEP

Edward McMillan-Scott MEP

Timothy Kirkhope MEP

*Indicates stakeholders that submitted feedback
+

Indicated stakeholders consulted on the RCIS

Trends and themes across all questions
7.1.2 Stakeholders’ responses have been grouped under relevant thematic
headings. In general, respondents commented on issues that were of
relevance to their area of expertise or the area they represent. The need to
appropriately assess the potential environment and ecological effects of the
proposals in determining the route and construction technique for the pipeline,
to ensure any adverse impacts are avoided, minimised or mitigated, was
common across most of the responses. Several respondents also noted the
potential impact of proposed route corridors on existing or potential
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environmental sites and other developments, such as flood mitigation sites
and other planned infrastructure.
Representations on project reports
7.1.3 During the Stage 1 consultation, the two relevant local authorities and relevant
stakeholders and interested parties were invited to give feedback on the draft
Route Corridor Investigation Study (RCIS). The organisations consulted are
indicated in Table 6 above.
East Riding of Yorkshire Council (ERYC)
7.1.4 ERYC outlined the policies and principles of development as they would apply
to the proposals and the non-policy factors that should be considered in
choosing a pipeline route.
Environmental issues
7.1.5 Specific to the RCIS, EYRC noted that assessment of noise, vibration, dust
and lighting impacts on residential amenity would be required during
preconstruction and construction phases. It was noted that in determining the
preferred route, care should be taken to avoid any impact on designated
heritage assets and land. Regarding drainage and watercourses, ERYC
noted that potential impacts should be assessed as part of the determination
of a route.
7.1.6 ERYC also outlined the considerations that would apply from a biodiversity
and landscape perspective and noted that the draft RCIS provided an
appropriate level of assessment. It noted that route options resulting in the
greatest length of pipeline would likely result in the greatest landscape and
visual effects. It stated that options resulting in the fewest effects should be
taken forward for further assessment. It was noted that appropriate
assessment should be undertaken and measures proposed to reinstate land
as close to its original state as possible or appropriate mitigation should be
put in place.
7.1.7 ERYC further noted that careful consideration should also be given to
potential soil and geological impacts and appropriate mitigation proposed
where necessary.
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7.1.8 Regarding public rights of way, ERYC noted that Paull Footpaths numbers 1,
2, 5, 6 and 7 run within the proposed “site” and that it would be preferable if
they could be kept open during construction.
Traffic and highways
7.1.9 ERYC noted a preference for route corridors (“RCs”) 1, 2, 3 from a traffic
impact perspective as they would result in fewer impacts on Paull village. RC
4 or 5 would require road upgrades through the village, unless traffic could be
routed along existing private roads. It further noted that detailed assessment
of potential traffic impacts would be required, including a Transport
Assessment, Transport Statement and Traffic Management Plan.
English Heritage (EH)
Environmental issues
7.1.10 EH noted that it has no “in principle” objection to RC 2 and that the tunnel
construction technique is preferable since it would avoid disturbance to
historic assets on and in the bed and banks of the Humber. EH stated that it
would need to understand the detail of the project as it develops to
understand the degree of potential impact on heritage places.
7.1.11 EH stated there should be a comprehensive audit of heritage places, features
and objects. Several of the larger designated sites on the Humber foreshore
are World War Two decoy sites and it should be assumed that other similar
and potentially World War One sites exist within the route corridors. Any
archaeological/cultural heritage assessment should include specialist
knowledge on these sites. Visual effects should be assessed in views from
key historic assets in so far as the finished appearance of the AGIs will differ
from existing. Collateral effects form enabling works and other associated
facilities should be quantified and potential effect upon the significant of
historic environment features assessed.
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Environment Agency (EA)
Environmental issues
7.1.12 The EA noted that RCs 2, 3, 4 and 5 encroach on Paull Holme Strays
managed realignment site (flood defences) and that this should taken into
account. It further noted that RCs 1 and 2 would likely impact on proposed
managed realignment at Goxhill (for flood defence) and that account should
be taken of possible mitigation planned at the proposed Able Logistics Park.
The EA stated that further assessment of potential flood risk would be
needed, including possible impacts on flood risk during construction. The EA
also noted that there is potential for overall benefits to flood risk management,
either financial or ‘in kind’ e.g. through contribution of spoil material.
7.1.13 EA noted no preference of RC in relation to ground water and that
assessment would be required to avoid adverse impact on local aquifers. It
was noted that RC 2 has the benefit of impacting on a smaller area of
terrestrial habitat and a potential smaller intertidal area than other route
options.
7.1.14 The EA noted its support for the tunnel construction option as it would have
least potential effect on flood risk. The use of a tunnel was also supported by
the EA as it would result in less impact on receptors in the Humber Estuary.
The trench option would need consideration of a number of water quality and
ecological receptors and likely result in the need for more comprehensive
monitoring and management.
7.1.15 Regardless of the route and construction technique, a Water Framework
Directive assessment alongside a HRA assessment may be required. Noise
and vibration effects on migratory fish would also need to be assessed.
Marine Management Organisation (MMO)
7.1.16 As a general point, the MMO noted that the Humber Estuary falls within the
East Inshore area for marine planning, for which the MMO is the authority. As
such, regard should be had to the draft vision and objectives for the East
Inshore marine plan.
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Environmental issues
7.1.17 In respect to the RCIS, the MMO noted that it would expect a detailed
installation method statement and environmental justification for the route
chosen and details of the pipeline within the EIA. It also noted that as the
route and construction method had not been finalised its response provides
only general comments.
7.1.18 The MMO noted a range of issues that should be addressed in any future EIA,
including:
-

The potential impact on sediment and contaminants

-

The potential for contaminated soil run off

-

The potential impact on water quality

-

The potential impact on benthic communities

-

The potential effects of suspended sediment concentrations

-

Potential noise impacts on fish and shellfish habitats and resources

-

Potential mitigation and monitoring requirements

-

Potential impacts on designated features in the area

-

Information on the decommissioning of the existing pipeline and any
potential environmental impacts

Disruption
7.1.19 The MMO also noted that consideration should be given to the potential
impact on marine navigation and other marine users in the area.
Natural England
Environmental issues
7.1.20 Natural England confirmed that a suitable method had been used for the
evaluation of RCs. It noted that, due to the location of the project within the
Humber Estuary Special Protection Area of Conservation (SPA) and Ramsar
site, the project will require assessment to determine whether there are likely
to be significant effects on the designated features. If so, Natural England
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stated that an Appropriate Assessment would be required to determine
possible effects on the site’s conservation objectives.

7.2 Parish Councils
7.2.1 The following parish councils provided feedback as part of the Stage 1
consultation:
-

Hedon Town Council

-

Paull Parish Council

Paull Parish Council
Environmental issues
7.2.2 Paull Parish Council highlighted that the present pipeline was laid before the
Environment Agency constructed the Paull Holme Strays coastal realignment
site. As such, the pipeline runs directly beneath the lagoons and mudflats at
the site.
7.2.3 The Parish Council noted that when the new flood bank was being
constructed, the existing pipeline was protected by polystyrene and plastic
matting to reduce pressure and the risk of damage.
7.2.4 The Parish Council noted that were the new pipeline to follow a similar route
[i.e. RC 2] due consideration should be taken of the habitats and wildlife on
the Paull Holme Strays Nature Reserve, administered by the Yorkshire
Wildlife Trust.
Hedon Town Council
Traffic and highways
7.2.5 Hedon Town Council requested that construction of the proposed pipeline
should commence from the south bank of the Humber, due to “the proposed
development on the only road into Paull”.
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7.3 Other national, independent or local bodies
7.3.1 This section of the report summarises the responses received from local
bodies and other parties.
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust (YWT)
Environmental issues
7.3.2 YWT stated that the shorter routes are likely to result in less environmental
impact, in relation to the north bank of the Humber, and indicated a
preference for RC 2 by tunnel. Further ecological studies should be
undertaken in considering the route alignment, including bird surveys on the
wading birds that use the proposed laydown area at high tide.
7.3.3 YWT noted that RCs 2, 3, 4 and 5 include Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) and that
potential impacts should be considered and mitigation put in place. YWT
stated the National Grid should include enhancements for biodiversity as part
of the proposals (in line with Paragraph 109 of the National Planning Policy
Framework).
7.3.4 Regarding construction technique, YWT stated its preference for the tunnel
construction option as it would reduce direct impacts on designated sites,
compared with a trench. Noise and vibration assessments would be required.
7.3.5 On a general note, YWT highlighted that the proposal is close to the Outer
Humber Living Landscape.
7.3.6 YWT also stated that it would be happy to work with National Grid to develop
potential mitigation and enhancement options in respect to the proposals.
7.3.7 In relation to the route corridor options on the south bank of the Humber, YWT
noted that they would support the comments of the Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust
regarding potential impacts.
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust (LWT)
Environmental issues
7.3.8 LWT noted that thorough ecological surveys would be needed and should be
considered to determine the route alignment. LWT would need to be satisfied
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that the pipeline alignment would not adversely impact on the integrity of the
Humber Estuary Special Protection Area (SPA), Special Area of Conservation
(SAC), Ramsar site, Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and LWS or land
of LWS quality or on protected or important species and/or future habitat
creation.
7.3.9 LWT highlighted that RCs 1, 4 and 5, in relation to the south bank of the
Humber, include LWS and RC 1 includes Dawson City Claypits Nature
Reserve – a designated part of the Humber Estuary SSSI, SPA and Ramsar.
Were one of these routes chosen, LWT would need assurances that adverse
impacts would be avoided. Ecological surveys/assessments should also take
account of areas of similar quality within the RCs that could potentially
become LWS and of use of the RCs and laydown areas by birds from the
SPA should be taken into account.
7.3.10 In relation to RC 2, LWT noted that the corridor and laydown area include the
proposed Goxhill Managed Realignment and that the EA should be satisfied
with the plans.
7.3.11 With respect to the construction technique, LWT stated a strong preference
for a tunnel as it would reduce potential impacts on designated environmental
sites.
7.3.12 In relation to the route corridor options on the north bank of the Humber, LWT
noted that they would support the comments of the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust
regarding potential impacts.
7.3.13 LWT also noted that it would welcome habitat enhancements as a result of
the scheme.
Mainstream Renewable Power (MRP)
7.3.14 MRP noted that the potential laydown area near to East Halton, associated
with RCs 4 and 5, encompasses the proposed High Voltage Direct Current
converter station/High Voltage Alternating Current substation for the SMart
Wind Hornsea Offshore Wind Farm and part of the proposed underground
onshore cable route. As such, MRP noted that they should like to ensure the
area is avoided by National Grid.
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8

Responses from the public

8.0.1 This section of the report provides a summary of the responses from
members of the public. It also sets out the process and methodology for the
analysis of the responses received from the public.
8.0.2 Responses recorded in this section include responses from local residents,
local landowners, local farmers and representatives from commercial
organisations. We have not, nor have we sought to, repeat verbatim every
single representation made through this process. Nevertheless, all responses
have been taken into account and will, where appropriate, inform the project
as it develops.
8.0.3 Section 9 of this report provides the considered response of National Grid to
the themes and issues raised and how they have been taken into account by
National Grid in selecting a preferred route corridor and construction
technique.

8.1

Process for analysis and reporting of public responses

8.1.1 As noted above, all responses received were recorded in a stakeholder
feedback log developed by the project communications company (Camargue).
A template of this has been included as Appendix 20 of this report. For the
purposes of analysis, responses were attributed to a question asked on the
feedback form. Responses not received in the feedback form format were
attributed to the most appropriate question or questions posed on the
feedback form. A copy of the feedback form can be found in Appendix 18.
8.1.2 All responses were reviewed by members of the project communications
company with each representation read in full and analysed to identify the
main issue or issues. Once all responses were analysed, a number of main
themes and issues were identified.
8.1.3 To enable more specific analysis of the issues raised by respondents,
responses were grouped appropriately within the context of the specific
questions posed on the feedback form. Responses were grouped according
to whether reference was made to any specific route corridor option or
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construction technique, whether the response was a general comment on an
issue or issues in relation to the question posed. The grouping of responses
is illustrated below:
-

Representations on to the route corridor options (RCs)

-

Representations on RC 1, in relation to the south side of the Humber

-

Representations on RC 1, in relation to the north side of the Humber

-

Representations on RC 2, in relation to the south side of the Humber

-

Representations on route corridor 2, in relation to the north side of the
Humber

-

Representations on RC 3, in relation to the south side of the Humber

-

Representations on RC 3, in relation to the north side of the Humber

-

Representations on RC 4, in relation to the south side of the Humber

-

Representations on RC 4, in relation to the north side of the Humber

-

Representations on RC 5, in relation to the south side of the Humber

-

Representations on RC 5, in relation to the north side of the Humber

-

Other thematic responses in relation to the south side of the Humber

-

Other thematic responses in relation to the north side of the Humber

-

Representations on the issues National Grid considers to help
identify RCs

-

Representations on the proposed construction techniques

-

Representations on the tunnel construction technique

-

Representations on the trench construction technique

-

Representations in relation to the question inviting “any further
comments”

8.1.4 To simplify the analysis of responses, where an individual response to a
question included more than one clear issue that could be counted as
feedback and where the stated issues were relevant to more than one
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grouping, the individual response was split so that each issue could be
analysed separately within the relevant grouping.
8.1.5 Throughout this report where the individual responses fall within a thematic
grouping, they have been collected under relevant headings to allow for a
structured analysis and response. The thematic headings employed are as
follows:
-

Cost considerations

-

Disruption

-

Environmental issues

-

Farms and farmland

-

Length of pipeline

-

Proximity to existing pipeline route

-

Proximity to property

-

Public consultation and engagement

-

Route corridor specific

-

Traffic and highways

-

Tunnel construction

Feedback form questions
8.1.6 Question 1: Do you have any specific comments on the proposed route
corridor options 1-5, in relation to the south side of the Humber? (Please
indicate which corridor your comments relate to, if appropriate)
8.1.7 Question 2: Do you have any specific comments on the proposed route
corridor options 1-5, in relation to the north side of the Humber? (Please
indicate which corridor your comments relate to, if appropriate)
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8.1.8 Question 3: Do you have any questions on the above important issues
(including any other issues that should be used to inform the selection of the
preferred route corridor)? 1
8.1.9 Question 4: Do you have any information and insights that should be
considered as part of the assessment of the construction options (tunnel or
trench)?
8.1.10 Question 5: Do you have any further comments?

8.2

Summary of responses, main themes and issues

Cost considerations
8.2.1 A number of respondents noted that RC 2 would likely present the least cost
option for the proposed pipeline as it is the shortest/most direct route. A high
proportion of these respondents noted a preference for RC 2 on this basis.
Disruption
8.2.2 A small number of respondents noted concerns about the potential for general
disruption that could result from the construction of the replacement pipeline
and were concerned that any potential effects should be minimised.
Environmental issues
8.2.3 Environmental issues, such as the potential impact on designated and other
environmental and wildlife sites, were raised by a number of respondents.
The general tone was that National Grid should ensure that any potential
effects are assessed as part of the project development process and avoided
or mitigated to ensure no lasting adverse effects from the project. Several
respondents further noted that RC 2 and/or the tunnel construction technique
would likely present the least potential for environmental impacts. A number
of respondents also noted the presence of known archaeological deposits and
that the proposals should take account of local archaeology so as to not result
in any adverse impact.

1

A list of the principal issues used by National Grid to help identify potential route
corridors was included with this question.
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Farms and farmland
8.2.4 Issues related to the potential impact of the project on farms and farmland in
the vicinity of the proposed route corridor options were raised by a number of
respondents. The overriding issue was that, in developing the project,
National Grid should seek to avoid or mitigate any potential impact on farms
and farmland in the area.
Length of pipeline
8.2.5 Several respondents noted that RC 2 would be the preferable option as it
would involve the shortest/most direct crossing of the river. It was noted that
this would likely result in fewer environmental impacts and lower costs.
Proximity to existing pipeline route
8.2.6 Further to the above, some respondents also noted a preference for RC 2 as
it most closely reflects the route of the existing pipeline.
Proximity to property
8.2.7 A small number of respondents noted the importance of taking into account
the proximity of the proposed pipeline route to existing properties in the area
and the potential effects on these properties during construction.
Public consultation and engagement
8.2.8 A small number of respondents made points relating to public consultation
and engagement.
Route corridor specific
8.2.9 Respondents were not asked to indicate a preference for a route corridor
option or options. However, a significant number stated a preference for
RC 2. Justifications, where given, included, among others, the perceived
lower environmental impact and/or cost due to the shorter/more direct nature
of the pipeline.
Traffic and highways
8.2.10 Traffic and highways issues, relating to the potential effects on local roads
and villages during the construction of the replacement pipeline, were raised
by a number of respondents. The common theme was that, in determining
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the preferred route corridor and developing the project further, careful
consideration should be paid to ensuring that any potential effects on local
highways are avoided or mitigated against.
Tunnel construction
8.2.11 In relation to the proposed construction techniques, respondents
overwhelmingly noted a preference for the tunnel option. Where noted,
justifications included, among others, the likely lower environmental impact
and the more long-term nature of a tunnel in comparison to a trench
(especially in light of the difficulties experienced with the existing pipeline).

8.3

Representations on the route corridor options

Responses relating to route corridor option 1
Responses in relation to the south bank of the Humber
Route corridor specific
8.3.1 One respondent noted a preference for RCs 1 or 2.
Environmental issues
8.3.2 One respondent noted that RC 1 could impact on Skitter Ness reserve
(“Dawson City”).
Farms and farmland
8.3.3 One respondent noted that RC 1 could impact on a number of local farms.
8.3.4 One respondent noted that if RC 1 were chosen, new grazing land would
need to be found for a herd of cattle during the construction period.
Traffic and highways
8.3.5 One respondent noted concern over the potential traffic impact of RC 1 (as
well as RCs 2 and 3). It was noted that Soff Lane would not be suitable for
construction traffic.
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Responses in relation to the north bank of the Humber
Proximity to property
8.3.6 One respondent was opposed to RC 1 as it is near to a village and could
cause “hassle and complaints”.
Responses relating to route corridor option 2
Responses in relation to the south bank of the Humber
Route corridor specific
8.3.7 11 respondents noted a preference for RC 2. Of these, one also noted a
preference for RC 1.
Cost considerations
8.3.8 Five respondents noted that RC 2 would likely involve the least cost.
Length of pipeline
8.3.9 Six respondents noted that RC 2 would be the most suitable route option as it
is the shortest/most direct route.
Proximity to existing pipeline route
8.3.10 Three respondents noted a preference for RC 2 as it most closely coincides
with the existing pipeline route.
Environmental issues
8.3.11 Three respondents noted that RC 2, being the shortest route, would cause the
least environmental disruption.
8.3.12 Two respondents, though noting a preference for RC 2, commented that
archaeology should be taken into account.
Farms and farmland
8.3.13 Three respondents noted that RC 2, being the shortest route, would provide
the least disruption to farms and farmland. One added that account should be
taken of individual landowners affected and natural drainage systems.
8.3.14 One respondent noted that RC 2 crosses land owned by the respondent.
8.3.15 One respondent noted that RC 2 has potential impact on several local farms.
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Tunnel construction
8.3.16 Two respondents, noted a preference for RC 2 by tunnel. One added that this
would be the secure method and cause the least environmental disturbance.
Disruption
8.3.17 One respondent noted that RC 2 (and RC 3) would cause the least disruption
Traffic and highways
8.3.18 One respondent noted concern over the potential traffic impact of RC 2 (as
well as RCs 1 and 3). It was noted that Soff Lane would not be suitable for
construction traffic.
Responses in relation to the north bank of the Humber
Length of pipeline
8.3.19 One respondent noted that RC 2 (or RC 3) should be used as they are the
shortest routes and would reduce potential impact.
Responses relating to route corridor option 3
Responses in relation to the south bank of the Humber
Farms and farmland
8.3.20 One respondent noted that RC 3 could impact on a local farm. It was also
noted that it could cross land identified for light industrial development (as
could RCs 4 and 5)
Disruption
8.3.21 One respondent noted that RC 3 (and RC 2) would cause the least disruption.
Traffic and highways
8.3.22 One respondent noted concern over the potential traffic impact of RC 3 (as
well as RCs 1 and 2). It was noted that Soff Lane would not be suitable for
construction traffic.
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Responses in relation to the north bank of the Humber
Length of pipeline
8.3.23 One respondent noted that RC 3 (or RC 2) should be used as they are the
shortest routes and would reduce potential impact.
Traffic and highways
8.3.24 One respondent noted a preference for RC 3 as there is road access to the
river bank along Paull Holme Strays.
Responses relating to route corridor option 4
Responses in relation to the south bank of the Humber
Farms and farmland
8.3.25 One respondent noted that RC 4 could impact on a local farm and Halton
Marshes agricultural land. It was also noted that it could cross land identified
for light industrial development (as could RCs 3 and 5).
One respondent noted that RC 4 (and RC 5) would impact on their farm and an
SSSI.
Responses in relation to the north bank of the Humber
Farms and farmland
8.3.26 One respondent noted that RC 4 (and RC 5) are a concern as they cross their
land.
Responses relating to route corridor option 5
Responses in relation to the south bank of the Humber
Farms and farmland
8.3.27 One respondent noted that RC 5 could impact on Halton Marshes agricultural
land and farms and farmland to the north of East Halton. It was also noted
that it could cross land identified for light industrial development (as could RC
3 and 4).
8.3.28 One respondent noted that RC 5 (and RC 4) would impact on their farm and
an SSSI.
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Responses in relation to the north bank of the Humber
8.3.29 There were no responses regarding RC 5 in relation to the north bank of the
Humber.
Other thematic responses
Responses in relation to the south bank of the Humber
Traffic and highways
8.3.30 Two respondents noted concern about the potential traffic impact on local
village roads.
8.3.31 One noted that that an allowance/strategy should be made for reinstatement
works.
8.3.32 One noted that using Soff Lane or Cast Halton or building a temporary road
would avoid traffic going through Goxhill.
8.3.33 One respondent noted that the main concern was the suitability of the roads.
Responses in relation to the north bank of the Humber
Environment
8.3.34 One respondent noted that high current velocities and silt loads are common
in the Humber.
8.3.35 One respondent noted that disruption to Paull Fort should be avoided.
Tunnel construction
8.3.36 One respondent noted that a tunnel could be an expensive solution. It was
also noted that sound chalk may not be found until a depth of 70m.
Traffic and highways
8.3.37 One respondent noted that Hedon Road should be kept “free flowing”.
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8.4

Representations in relation to considerations noted by
National Grid as important in identifying potential route
corridors

8.4.1 A list of these issues was presented with the question on the feedback form
as shown below:
A
B

C

D
E
F

G

H

I

Avoiding populated areas / proximity to property
Avoiding sensitive areas (such as areas of environmental, historical or
archaeological significance)
Minimising visual impact on the landscape (from any above ground
infrastructure)
Minimising physical impact on the landscape (from construction work and
any above ground infrastructure)
Minimising any impact on plant and animal habitats
Minimising the impact on traffic (on the local road network during the
construction of the project)
Minimising the effect on the local community and economy (by
considering the impact of construction)
Delivering an efficient construction project to limit waste and transport
needs, and make best use of materials
Minimising greenhouse gas emissions (in the construction phase through
choice of materials and construction methods)

8.4.2 Six respondents noted that all of the factors identified are important.
8.4.3 One respondent noted that A, B, E and F are of high importance.
8.4.4 One respondent noted that F, G and H are of “special interest”.
Route corridor specific
8.4.5 One respondent noted that RC 2 would have least long-term impact. It was
noted that all RCs would have minimal long-term impact. It was further noted
that laydown areas (on the south bank) seemed large and should be
minimised and located away from properties.
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Traffic and highways
8.4.6 Two respondents noted that local roads are not adequate for heavy traffic.
8.4.7 Two respondents noted lorries travelling through villages as an issue.
8.4.8 One respondent noted that improvements to the local road system would be
beneficial and that built up areas should be avoided.
8.4.9 One respondent noted that the C63 between Paull and Thorngumbald is a
“narrow minor rural road”.
8.4.10 One respondent noted that traffic noise during construction is an important
issue.
8.4.11 One respondent raised concerns over the availability of suitable access routes
on the south bank of the Humber and that consideration should be given to
river transport.
Environmental issues
8.4.12 One respondent noted that, in relation to point H, the waste produced during
construction should be reused locally.
8.4.13 One respondent noted that all routes pass through a Ramsar site and that RC
1 passes through an SSSI and nature reserve.
8.4.14 One respondent noted that RCs 1, 4 and 5 pass through local environmental
sites.
8.4.15 One respondent noted that the proposals could affect local public footpaths.
8.4.16 One respondent noted that the impact on archaeological deposits in Goxhill
marsh was of particular concern, noting that records should already exist that
cover RC 2 due to the previous pipeline construction.
8.4.17 One respondent noted that RC 1 would impact greatly on local archaeology.
8.4.18 One respondent noted that RC 5 would impact greatly on local archaeology.
Proximity to property
8.4.19 Two respondents noted that it is important to consider those people living in
close proximity to the proposed works.
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Farms and farmland
8.4.20 One respondent noted that, in respect to point E, RCs 4 and 5 cross their
land.
Consultation and engagement
8.4.21 One respondent noted that local schools could be involved from an
educational perspective.
Tunnel construction
8.4.22 One respondent noted a preference for tunnel construction if geologically
feasible as it would not disrupt shipping or encounter tidal problems.

8.5

Representations in relation to the assessment of the
construction options

Responses relating to the tunnel option
8.5.1 12 respondents noted a preference for the tunnel option.
8.5.2 Two respondents noted that it would provide a long-term/permanent solution.
8.5.3 Two respondents noted that it would result in less impact on the river.
8.5.4 One respondent noted that it would minimise the area affected by construction
and thus reduce the impact on areas of archaeological importance and other
sensitive areas.
8.5.5 One respondent noted it would probably reduce the need for on-going
maintenance.
8.5.6 One respondent noted that it would not affect traffic flows in the river.
Responses relating to the trench option
8.5.7 There were no responses relating to the trench option.
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8.6

Representations relating to the question inviting “any further
comments”

Thematic responses
Consultation and engagement
8.6.1 One respondent praised the public consultation and consultation team at the
public exhibition.
8.6.2 One respondent noted that the attendance at the exhibition was low and
suggested using local TV/radio.
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9

The issues and National Grid’s response

9.1

Overview

9.1.1 This section of the report summarises the principal issues raised by the
public, stakeholders and other interested parties and the response of National
Grid to these issues, in so far as there is a response to be made at this stage
that is relevant to the project. This section does not repeat the more detailed
summaries in sections 7 and 8, and should be read together with the
representations in these sections that relate to the same themes.
9.1.2 This section of the report groups responses under thematic headings.
National Grid has taken and will continue to take into account all
representations received in proceeding with its decisions on the route corridor
and construction technique options.
9.1.3 This section does not attempt to recite verbatim each representation made.
Rather representations have been grouped together to prevent repetition and
for National Grid’s response to address, where appropriate, a number of
issues.

9.2

Themes and issues across all route corridor and construction
options

9.2.1 This section outlines those themes and issues that were raised by
respondents in relation to all of the information presented on the route corridor
options and construction techniques presented and National Grid’s response
to these issues.
The themes are:
-

Cost considerations

-

Disruption

-

Environmental issues

-

Farms and farmland

-

Length of pipeline
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Proximity to existing pipeline route

-

Proximity to property

-

Public consultation and engagement

-

Route corridor specific

-

Traffic and highways

-

Tunnel construction

Cost considerations
Summary of issues raised
9.2.2 A number of respondents noted cost considerations as an influencing factor in
indicating a preference for a route corridor – principally RC 2. It was noted
that as this is the shortest/most direct route, it would likely be the lowest cost.
It was also noted, in respect of the tunnel construction technique, that it would
likely be more expensive than a trench. However this was qualified noting
that it would likely still present the most suitable option from an
environmental/disruption/durability perspective.
National Grid response
9.2.3 The feedback received is noted by National Grid and, together with further
detailed engineering and environmental studies, will help to inform the
selection of the preferred construction technique.
9.2.4 In the RCIS, National Grid noted that RC 2 would meet its guiding principles
(as set out in Section 2 of the report) as it would be the shortest route and
least expensive option (as well as having minimal environmental and socioeconomic impacts). Consequently, National Grid indicated its initial
preference for RC 2 as the initial preferred route corridor (noting that this is
only a preference at this stage and could change following consultation and
feedback received). It was noted that RCs 3, 4 and 5 (by tunnel) would
impact on the proposed Able Logistics Park and would not offer any benefit
over RC 2 in terms of length and cost.
9.2.5 The RCIS also noted that all tunnel options, although they compare
favourably in environmental impacts, are more expensive than trench options.
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However, on the basis of minimising environmental impacts, National Grid
indicated its initial preference for the tunnel construction technique (again
noting that this is only a preference at this stage and could change following
consultation and feedback received).
Disruption
Summary of issues raised
9.2.6 A small number of respondents raised general issues relating to potential
disruption on land and in the river itself. It was noted that care should be
taken to assess the potential for disruption and measures taken to avoid or
mitigate it in developing and constructing the replacement pipeline.
National Grid response
9.2.7 National Grid works to ensure the minimum disruption from major projects and
seeks, wherever practicable, to route the pipeline through open country and
farmland, away from housing and habitations. It is National Grid policy to
return all land to as close to its original condition as practical.
9.2.8 Following the selection of a preferred route corridor and construction
technique, further environmental and engineering assessments will be
undertaken to educate decisions as to the preferred route alignment, taking
account of any potential impacts on and offshore to feed into the selection of
the preferred route alignment and recommending appropriate measures to
avoid and manage any adverse effects. The issues and constraints identified
during the consultation process would help to inform and where appropriate
be considered as part of that process.
9.2.9 Subject to being granted consent, a detailed design and construction
methodology for the project would specify the measures that will be taken
during and after construction to minimise disruption and return the land to its
original condition, as close as practicable.
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Environmental issues
Summary of issues raised
9.2.10 Respondents raised a variety of points about the local environment. The
points raised related to, among others, the potential impact on designated and
other local wildlife and habitat sites on the banks of the river and within the
river/estuary itself, as well as possible noise and light pollution. Respondents
also noted that the environment should be returned to its original condition
once works are completed. Respondents requested that relevant
environmental surveys and management plans be undertaken by National
Grid.
9.2.11 The importance of considering local archaeology was also noted and it was
stated that mitigation measures should be proposed by National Grid where
necessary.
National Grid response
9.2.12 National Grid considers environmental protection to be an important factor at
each stage of the project development, including determining the preferred
route corridor and construction technique, and works to ensure the minimum
disruption from all projects. The route corridor options presented were
identified through an extensive options appraisal process, including
consideration of environmental, heritage and archaeological factors. This is
detailed in the RCIS undertaken to evaluate the potential options, including
potential environmental constraints.
9.2.13 Following the selection of a preferred route corridor and construction
technique, further environmental assessment will be undertaken to educate
decisions as to the precise route of the pipeline. As part of this assessment, a
full ecological survey and other field surveys will be carried out and
appropriate measures recommended to avoid and manage any adverse
effects. The issues and constraints identified during the consultation process
will help to inform, and where appropriate be considered as part of that
process.
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9.2.14 Subject to being granted consent, a detailed design and construction
methodology for the project would specify the measures that will be taken
during and after construction to minimise disruption and return the land to its
original condition, as close as practicable. National Grid would also produce a
construction environmental management plan to minimise the effects of
construction on the environment.
Farms and farmland
Summary of issues raised
9.2.15 A number of respondents raised issues relating to the potential impact of the
proposed route corridors on existing farms and farmland in the vicinity. It was
stated that in developing its proposals, National Grid should look to avoid or
mitigate any adverse impact on local farms and farmland. In determining the
preferred route corridor, it was noted that a route that has the least potential
impact would be preferable.
National Grid response
9.2.16 National Grid works to ensure the minimum disruption from major projects and
it is National Grid policy to return all land to as close to its original condition as
practical.
9.2.17 In determining the route corridor options careful consideration has been given
to the proximity to properties and the pipeline would be routed at an
appropriate separation distance from properties. This distance will be based
on the design of the pipeline and in accordance with the institute of Gas
Engineers and Managers standard IGEM/TD/1 Edition 5 – Steel Pipelines and
Associated Installations for High Pressure Gas Transmission.
9.2.18 As detailed above, careful consideration has been given to the potential
environmental impact of the project and the route corridor options and
construction techniques presented, as outlined in the RCIS. Following the
selection of a preferred route corridor, further environmental assessment will
be undertaken to educate decisions as to the route alignment.
9.2.19 In addition, following the identification of a preferred route corridor and
construction technique, a process of direct engagement with relevant
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individual landowners will be undertaken to ensure they are informed about
the project and able to contribute to the process of determining a route
alignment and appropriate laydown areas.
9.2.20 Further information and construction methods for the project will be available
at future consultations. Specific comments received relating to construction
and routeing will influence, where appropriate, the detailed routeing
considerations as the pipeline route emerges.
9.2.21 Subject to being granted consent, a detailed design and construction
methodology for the project would specify the measures that will be taken
during and after construction to minimise disruption and return the land to its
original condition, as close as practicable.
Length of pipeline
Summary of issues raised
9.2.22 A number of respondents noted that RC 2 would present the shortest/most
direct route. It was held that this would likely reduce the potential
environmental effects and present the least cost. As a result, a significant
number of respondents noted a preference for RC 2.
National Grid response
9.2.23 The feedback received is noted by National Grid and, together with further
detailed engineering and environmental studies, will help to inform the
selection of the preferred route corridor.
9.2.24 As stated in 9.2.4 above, RC 2 would meet National Grid’s guiding principles
(as set out in the RCIS) as it would be the shortest route, it would be least
expensive tunnel option and it would have minimal environmental and socioeconomic impacts.
Proximity to existing pipeline route
Summary of issues raised
9.2.25 Further to the above, some respondents also noted a preference for RC 2 as
it most closely reflects the route of the existing pipeline. One respondent

Page 60 of 73

River Humber pipeline replacement project
Stage 1 consultation – feedback report

noted that this may be helpful as there would likely be existing knowledge of
the local conditions resulting from the construction of the previous pipeline.
National Grid response
9.2.26 The feedback received is noted by National Grid and together with further
detailed engineering and environmental studies, will help to inform the
selection of the preferred construction technique.
9.2.27 As stated above, the RCIS noted that RC 2 would meet National Grid’s
guiding principles as it would be the shortest route, it would be least
expensive tunnel option and it would have minimal environmental and socioeconomic impacts.
Proximity to property
Summary of issues raised
9.2.28 A small number of respondents raised issues relating to the proximity of the
proposed pipeline and construction sites to existing properties or areas with
existing planning or potential planning consents. It was noted that such
proximity should be taken into account in determining the preferred route
corridor and that potential adverse effects on properties should be avoided or
mitigated against. It was also noted that National Grid should proactively
engage with those in closest proximity to the route corridor taken forward.
National Grid response
9.2.29 National Grid works to ensure the minimum disruption from major projects and
seeks wherever practicable to route the pipeline through open country and
farmland, away from housing and habitations. In determining the route
corridor options careful consideration has been given to the proximity to
properties and the pipeline would be routed at an appropriate separation
distance from properties. This distance is based on the design of the pipeline
and in accordance with the Institute of Gas Engineers and Managers standard
IGEM/TD/1 Edition 5 – Steel Pipelines and Associated Installations for High
Pressure Gas Transmission.
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9.2.30 Specific comments received relating to construction and routeing will
influence, where appropriate, the detailed routeing considerations as the
pipeline route emerges.
9.2.31 Subject to consent being granted, a detailed design and construction
methodology for the project would specify the measures that will be taken
during and after construction to minimise disruption and return the land to its
original condition, as close as practicable.
9.2.32 Further consultation and engagement will be undertaken with those in the
vicinity of the proposed route throughout the pre-application process for the
project.
Public consultation and engagement
Summary of issues raised
9.2.33 Several respondents made comments on consultation and engagement as
part of the project. Specific comments praised the public consultation
undertaken, suggested using TV and/or radio to advertise consultation
activity, and suggested engagement with local schools.
National Grid response
9.2.34 National Grid is committed to effective engagement with the local
communities in which it operates. The consultation process, programme,
materials and publicity were designed to best facilitate effective consultation
with those people in the vicinity of the proposed pipeline and other interested
parties. In designing the next stage of consultation, National Grid will
investigate what additional publicity measures could potentially be utilised to
encourage wider participation in the local community.
9.2.35 National Grid has a long-standing commitment to education and has an
ongoing programme of schools engagement in those areas in the vicinity of its
projects and activities. In relation to the River Humber pipeline replacement
project, National Grid will investigate the opportunities for working with local
schools and education providers to promote knowledge and understanding of
the project and wider engineering and environmental principles.
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Route corridor specific
Summary of issues raised
9.2.36 A number of respondents raised issues in relation to specific route corridor
options. A significant number indicated a preference for RC 2 over the other
options (most in relation to the south bank of the Humber). Justifications,
where given, generally noted that the route was shortest/most direct and that
consequently this would likely result in fewer environmental effects and lower
cost. It was also noted that RC 2 closely follows the route of the existing
pipeline and that this could provide benefits in terms of existing knowledge of
the river and river banks. A small number of respondents noted preferences
for RC 3 and one respondent for RC 1. Some respondents also indicated
objections to certain route corridor options. The number of objections was
broadly equal across all option: RCs 1, 3, and 5 received three each, and RCs
2 and 3 received two each.
National Grid response
9.2.37 The feedback received is noted by National Grid and together with further
detailed engineering and environmental studies, will help to inform the
selection of the preferred construction technique.
9.2.38 As stated above, the RCIS noted that RC 2 would meet National Grid’s
guiding principles as it would be the shortest route, it would be least
expensive tunnel option and it would have minimal environmental and socioeconomic impacts.
Traffic and highways
Summary of issues raised
9.2.39 Comments were made about the potential effects of National Grid’s proposals
on the local transport network, the access arrangements that would be put in
place and other issues National Grid should consider in relation to highways
and transport. It was noted that certain local roads and routes might not be
suitable for heavy plant movements and that the potential impact of traffic
movements on local communities and properties should be assessed and any
adverse effects avoided or mitigated.
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National Grid response
9.2.40 National Grid works to ensure the minimum practicable disruption to local
communities. Before construction work starts, National Grid will seek to agree
a traffic management plan with the relevant Highways Department and Police,
which would seek to address (among other things) heavy plant movements
and offloading of vehicles (to take place ‘on site’ and not on the highway).
9.2.41 To help inform its proposals, National Grid has commissioned an independent
consultant to undertake a review of the logistics options on the north and
south banks of the Humber, including the river itself, to assess the possible
routes (existing and new) and methods that could be used to minimise
potential disruption to local communities and the highways network. National
Grid is also investigating the options for the local reuse of spoil materials
produced during construction and this could further reduce the potential
impact on traffic and highways by reducing the distance that such material
must be transported.
9.2.42 National Grid will consult with relevant authorities and other interested parties
at a later stage on traffic issues and communities will be kept informed about
the construction of the pipeline.
Tunnel construction
Summary of issues raised
9.2.43 A significant number of respondents noted a preference for the tunnel
construction technique. Justifications, where given, generally noted that a
tunnel would present the least impact on the local environment and would
also be a more long-term solution (taking into account the difficulties
encountered with the existing pipeline in an excavated trench). However, it
was also noted that careful consideration of local environmental conditions,
including aquifers, geology and soil, would be needed in the design and
construction of a tunnel.
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National Grid response
9.2.44 The feedback received is noted by National Grid and together with further
detailed engineering and environmental studies, will help to inform the
selection of the preferred construction technique.
9.2.45 In its RCIS, National Grid noted that all trench options compare unfavourably
in environmental impacts (though are less expensive in terms of cost)
whereas all tunnel options compare favourably in environmental impacts
(though are more expensive than trench options). Overall, it is expected that
the majority of potentially adverse environmental impacts for all tunnel options
could be avoided through sensitive design or minimised by best practice
construction methods. On the basis of minimising environmental impacts,
National Grid indicated its initial preference for the tunnel construction
technique (noting that this is only a preference at this stage and could change
following consultation and feedback received).

9.3

Location specific considerations

Summary of issues raised
9.3.1 Several respondents raised location-specific issues relating to the route
corridor options presented. These included:
-

That RC 1 has potential impact on a designated Local Wildlife Site, Skitter
Ness reserve ("Dawson City"), an SSSI and New Green, East Marsh,
Lynton Stud, Fir Tree and Spring farms

-

That RCs 1 and 2 have potential impacts on proposed flood defence
realignment at Goxhill

-

That RC 2 has potential impact on a designated Local Wildlife Site and
Lynton Stud, Fir Tree and Chapel farms

-

That RC 3 has potential impact on The Grange Farm

-

That using RC 3 could enable road access to the river bank via an
existing route across Paull Holme Strays

-

That RCs 3, 4 and 5 cross land for which approval has already been given
for light industrial development (from Chase Hill Road/ Haven Road, North
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Killingholme, northward across Halton Marshes to East Halton Skitter,
east of Skitter Road)
-

That RCs 4 and 5 have potential impact on designated Local Wildlife
Sites, Halton Marshes agricultural land, The Grange Farm, Winter’s Farm
and SSSI and “Demswood” property

-

That RCs 4 and 5 should be avoided as they include proposed siting
areas for infrastructure associated with the SMart Wind Offshore Wind
Farm

-

That due consideration should be taken of potential impact on Paull
Holme Strays nature reserve

-

That due consideration should be taken of the Humber Estuary SAC,
SPA, Ramsar and SSSI designated sites

National Grid response
9.3.2 The issues identified have been acknowledged. Specific comments will
influence, where appropriate, the detailed routing considerations as the actual
pipeline route emerges.
9.3.3 National Grid has reviewed the above comments and its considered
responses are contained within Table 7.
Table 7

National Grid response to location-specific comments

Issue

Response

RC 1 has potential impact on a

RC 1 is not being taken forward to the

designated Local Wildlife Site, Skitter

next stage and therefore there will be no

Ness reserve ("Dawson City"), a SSSI

impact on these features.

and New Green, East Marsh, Lynton
Stud, Fir Tree and Spring farms
RC 1 and 2 have potential impacts on

National Grid is working with and will

proposed flood defence realignment at

continue to work with Environment

Goxhill

Agency to ensure there are no impacts
on the flood defence realignment.
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RC 2 has potential impact on a

The preferred construction method of a

designated Local Wildlife Site and Lynton

tunnel should ensure that there is no or

Stud, Fir Tree and Chapel farms

minimal impact on the Local Wildlife Site.
There are likely to be temporary
construction impacts on some land
holdings and we will be working closely
with affected land owners to minimise
disruption.

RC 3 has potential impact on The

RC 3 is not being taken forward to the

Grange farm

next stage and therefore there will be no
impact on Grange farm.

RC 3 could enable use of the road across RC 3 is not being taken forward to the
the Paull Holme Strays to access the

next stage.

river bank
RCs 3, 4 and 5 cross land for which

RCs 3, 4 and 5 are not being taken

approval has already been given for light

forward to the next stage and therefore

industrial development (from Chase Hill

there will be no on impact this

Road/ Haven Road, North Killingholme,

development.

northward across Halton Marshes to East
Halton Skitter, east of Skitter Road)
RCs 4 and 5 have potential impact on

RCs 4 and 5 are not being taken forward

designated Local Wildlife Sites, Halton

to the next stage and therefore there will

Marshes agricultural land, The Grange

be no impact on these features and land

Farm, Winter’s Farm and SSSI and

holdings.

“Demswood” property
RC 4 and 5 should be avoided as they

RCs 4 and 5 are not being taken forward

include proposed siting areas for

to the next stage and therefore there will

infrastructure associated with the SMart

be no impact on this development.

Wind Offshore Wind Farm
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Due consideration should be taken of

This will be taken into account during the

potential impact on Paull Holme Strays

next stage of the project and the detailed

nature reserve

design and siting of the proposed
development. We will be working closely
with the relevant bodies to ensure there
is minimal impact on any environmental
features.

Due consideration should be taken of the

We will be working closely with the

Humber Estuary SAC, SPA, Ramsar and

appropriate bodies to ensure that there is

SSSI designated sites

minimum disruption to all of the
Nationally Designated Sites.
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10

Next steps

10.1.1 In spring 2013 National Grid announced the preferred route corridor for the
River Humber pipeline replacement project, taking account of the feedback
received during the Stage 1 consultation outlined above and further
engineering and technical studies.
10.1.2 During 2014, it is anticipated that consultation will take place on the
Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) that informs the preparation of
the Environmental Statement. The issues that would be considered as part of
the Environmental Impact Assessment (known as the scope) will be
discussed in a series of scoping meetings with the local authorities and
organisations such as Natural England.
10.1.3 Subsequent to this process, National Grid will make a final decision as to
whether the project would require an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
and, as such, that an application would be submitted to the Planning
Inspectorate, under the Planning Act 2008, and be accompanied by an
Environmental Statement. If the project is deemed not to require an EIA, an
Environmental Report and supporting information will be submitted to the
respective local planning authorities to agree that the work constitutes
Permitted Development.
10.1.4 At this stage, we anticipate that in 2015 we will be applying for a Development
Consent Order (DCO) for the replacement pipeline, including any
modifications to the existing AGIs at Paull and Goxhill necessary to manage,
maintain and support the safety of the system.
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Glossary
ABP

Associated British Ports

AGI

Above Ground Installation
Required at intervals along a pipeline to enable maintenance, third
party connections and ensure the efficient operation of the pipeline.
They include valves and essential support equipment

Appropriate

The Habitats Regulations require competent authorities (e.g. local

Assessment

authorities) to carry out appropriate assessments in certain
circumstances where a plan or project affects a Natura (European)
site

Consultation

The Zone extended at least 500 metres either side of the pipeline

Zone

route corridor options. The zone boundary was drawn at 500 metres
either side of the corridor options to ensure that all those addresses
on, and within the immediate vicinity of, the route corridor options
were covered

DCO

Development Control Order

EA

Environment Agency

EH

English Heritage

EIA

Environmental Impact Assessment

ERYC

East Riding of Yorkshire Council

HRA

Habitats Regulations Assessment
See Appropriate Assessment above

Km

Kilometre

LWS

Local Wildlife Site
Sites identified and selected for their local nature conservation value

LWT

Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust

MEP

Member of the European Parliament
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MMO

Marine Management Organisation

MP

Member of Parliament

MRP

Mainstream Renewable Power

NLC

North Lincolnshire Council

NTS

National Transmission System
The high pressure pipeline network for natural gas throughout Great
Britain

PEI

Preliminary Environmental Information

PINs

Planning Inspectorate

Ramsar

Ramsar sites are wetlands of international importance, designated
under the Ramsar Convention

RC

Route Corridor
Option for a route corridor

RCIS

Route Corridor Investigation Study
An appraisal of the high-level planning and environmental constraints
to identify potential route corridor options within a defined study area

SAC

Special Area of Conservation
SACs are protected conservation sites designated under the
European Commission (EC) Habitats Directive

SOR

Strategic Options Report
The SOR identifies and appraises the merits of different potential
strategic options for the proposed pipeline project against a range of
factors

SPA

Special Protection Area
An area of land, water or sea identified as being of international
importance for the breeding, feeding, wintering or the migration of rare
and vulnerable species of birds found within the European Union
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SSSI

Site of Special Scientific Interest
Sites providing statutory protection for significant examples of UK
flora, fauna, or geological or physiographical features

TBM

Tunnel Bore Machine
A specialist machine used to dig a tunnel

YWT

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust
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Appendices
1

List of stakeholders invited to take part in Stage 1 consultation

2

Map of route corridor options presented for Stage 1 consultation

3

Stage 1 Consultation Strategy

4

Stage 1 Consultation Strategy commitments

5

Stage 1 Consultation Zone

6

Stage 1 consultation advertisement

7

Examples of editorial coverage of Stage 1 consultation

8

Example of consultation invitation letter to local residents

9

Example of consultation invitation letter sent to political stakeholders

10

Example of consultation invitation letter sent to statutory stakeholders

11

Example of consultation invitation letter sent to other interested parties

12

Copy of consultation poster

13

Copy of public exhibition display panels

14

Copy of information leaflet

15

Copy of route corridor options map

16

Copy of individual route corridor maps

17

Copy of construction factsheet

18

Copy of feedback form

19

Copy of keep in touch card

20

Template of feedback log

Appendix 01
List of stakeholders invited to take part in Stage 1 consultation

Organisations and bodies
English Heritage

Natural England

Environment Agency

The Crown Estate

Marine Management Organisation
Local authorities
East Riding of Yorkshire Council

North Lincolnshire District Council

Parish and Town Councils
Barrow upon Humber Parish Council

North Killingholme Parish Council

East Halton Parish Council

Paull Parish Council

Goxhill Parish Council

Thorngumbald Parish Council

Hedon Town Council

Thornton Curtis Parish Council

New Holland Parish Council
Other parties
Associated British Ports

Humber Industry Nature Conservation
Association

BTCV Humber and East Yorkshire

Humber Local Enterprise Partnership

Campaign to Protect Rural England

Lincolnshire Biodiversity Partnership

City of Hull Environment Forum

Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust

Hull and Humber Chamber of
Commerce

National Trust Yorkshire

Hull Friends of the Earth

RSPB Northern England

Humber Conservation Volunteers

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust

Humber Estuary Management Scheme
MPs
Graham Stuart MP

Martin Vickers M

(Beverley & Holderness)

(Cleethorpes)

MEPs
Andrew Brons MEP

Godfrey Bloom MEP

Diana Wallis MEP

Linda McAvan MEP

Edward McMillan-Scott MEP

Timothy Kirkhope MEP

Appendix 02
Map of route corridor options presented for Stage 1 consultation

Appendix 03
Stage 1 Consultation Strategy
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SECTION 1: PROJECT INFORMATION
1

INTRODUCTION

1.1.1

This document contains National Grid’s Consultation Strategy in relation to its
proposals to replace the existing high pressure natural gas transmission pipeline
(hereafter referred to as the River Humber pipeline) across the River Humber
between the existing Above Ground Installations (AGIs) at Paull, to the north of
the River Humber, and Goxhill, to the south of the River Humber.

2

BACKGROUND TO NATIONAL GRID

2.1.1

National Grid owns and operates the high pressure National Transmission
System (NTS) for natural gas throughout Great Britain and owns and operates a
significant gas distribution network throughout the heart of England.

2.1.2

National Grid's natural gas pipelines are divided into two categories: highpressure, larger-diameter transmission pipelines and lower-pressure distribution
mains. The high-pressure transmission pipelines transport gas from import
terminals to major centres of population and some large industrial users, such as
power stations. These pipelines, known as the National Transmission System
(NTS), perform a similar function to the motorways on Britain's road network.

2.1.3

National Grid is committed to involving stakeholders and communities effectively
in the development of this project by listening and taking into account the views
and opinions expressed. How we set out to meet environmental responsibilities,
including our commitment to carrying out early consultation about major project
proposals, is explained in our Stakeholder, Community and Amenity Policy
(Appendix 1).

3

THE PROJECT

3.1

PROJECT BACKGROUND

3.1.1

The River Humber pipeline is a strategic gas pipeline which runs under the River
Humber. It is one of the most important pipelines in the country because it
connects the major import location for gas at Easington, on the East Yorkshire
coast, to a compressor facility at Hatton, in Lincolnshire and, in turn, into the wider
transmission delivering gas supplies to millions of customers throughout the UK.

3.1.2

The River Humber pipeline is 5 kilometres (km) long, running between Paull and
Goxhill Above Ground Installations (AGIs), and includes a 3km crossing of the
Humber Estuary. The pipeline regularly transports between 70 and 100 million
cubic metres of gas per day.
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3.1.3

Commissioned in 1984, the pipeline crossing was laid in a trench in the boulder
clay excavated by a cutter dredger vessel. The trench was allowed to backfill
naturally by the tidal flow changes of the river, with some clay backfill close to the
northern side. The trench width was up to a maximum of 30 metres (m). This was
determined by recent soil sample surveys, completed during March 2010.

3.2

PROJECT NEED CASE

3.2.1

A Need Case has been produced which explains in detail the current capacity of
the River Humber pipeline and the reasons why a replacement pipeline is required
(National Grid, 2011). The following text summarises this document.

3.2.2

The riverbed in the Humber Estuary is extremely mobile with strong tidal currents
of up to four knots across the River Humber pipeline. The estuary handles 20 per
cent of the UK’s runoff via the River Trent and River Ouse. With this in mind, the
pipeline crossing requires close monitoring through ongoing comprehensive
surveys, including measuring the burial depth of the pipeline and the condition of
the river bed. Annual surveys have been completed as far back as the 1980’s.

3.2.3

National Grid has been aware of seabed erosion in the Humber Estuary since the
late 1990’s. This has been managed successfully up to this point through
remediation work as required over an adjacent pipeline (approximately 500m
upstream of the River Humber pipeline).

3.2.4

There were no concerns for erosion over the River Humber pipeline until 2009,
when the latest survey highlighted seabed erosion in the vicinity of both pipelines.

3.2.5

Following analysis of the survey data, the adjacent pipeline was isolated by the
closure of valves at Paull and Skitter AGIs, on either side of the Humber Estuary.
(Skitter AGI is located on the south side of the Humber Estuary, approximately
1km from the Goxhill AGI). The impact on the wider NTS was managed with
minimal disruption to third party supplies.

3.2.6

The annual surveys have shown that sediment above the River Humber pipeline
has deteriorated from a minimum depth of burial of 0.7m in September 2008, to a
40m exposed section in December 2009. The frequency of the surveys was
subsequently increased. The survey in June 2010 indicated four exposed
sections over the River Humber pipeline.

3.2.7

In response, National Grid developed a solution for securing the pipeline within the
river bed. This was developed in consultation with Associated British Ports (ABP)
as the authority for the Port of Hull, and the Crown Estate (as the authority for the
river bed and estuary) alongside other stakeholders. Final approval was given by
the Marine Management Organisation in the form of a licence to complete the
remediation solution.

3.2.8

This solution involved remedial works to protect the pipeline on the riverbed by
infilling the scoured areas with gravel filled bags and the placement of 1391
concrete ‘frond mattresses’ over the top. These mattresses incorporated plastic
fronds to mimic seaweed and encourage the settlement of sand and silt, thus
increasing the protection to the pipeline.
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3.2.9

Current surveys (January 2012) confirm no exposed or free spanning sections of
the River Humber pipeline. In addition, the frond mattresses have encouraged
sand and silt to settle with indications of up to a 0.5m increase in depth over the
pipeline. However, this method of remedial work is only considered to be a
relatively short term solution.

3.2.10

This evaluation is supported by a report completed by Associated British Ports,
Marine Environmental Research (ABP Mer 2010). Key extracts from the ABP Mer
report are shown as follows:

3.2.11

“The key morphological feature of direct significance for the stability of the...
pipelines is the main channel where depths have been shown to vary by several
metres over time. It would appear that when the pipelines were installed (between
1973 and 1984), bed levels were up to 4m higher than at present. Over the past
10 years there has been progressively increased exposure of [the pipelines].”

3.2.12

“...the situation for the pipelines can be expected to improve by 2040 (i.e. over the
next 30 years) due to potential for increased accretion within the main channel
over this period, although several years of further erosional stress are likely before
accretion occurs in the vicinity of the pipelines. To safeguard their structural
integrity, [the River Humber pipeline] would therefore require ongoing
maintenance (remedial works) and monitoring for at least the next 30 years.”

3.2.13

With the current information provided by the ABP Mer report and the experiences
with the adjacent pipeline, the need to pursue a replacement of the River Humber
pipeline is clear. Solely waiting to see what happens with the completed remedial
work is not acceptable due to the importance of this pipeline.

3.3

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

3.3.1

At this stage, National Grid is working on the basis that the proposed development
would require an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), and as such the
application would be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate under the Planning
Act 2008 and be accompanied by an Environmental Statement. A final decision
will be made subsequent to the EIA screening process, anticipated to take place in
spring 2013. This will be after the Stage 1 Consultation outlined in this strategy. If
the project is deemed not to require an EIA, an Environmental Report and
supporting information will be submitted to the respective local planning authorities
to agree that the work constitutes Permitted Development.

3.3.2

If it is considered that the development could have a significant impact on the
environment, then we anticipate that in 2015 we will be applying for a
Development Consent Order for the replacement pipeline, including any
modifications to the existing AGIs at Paull and Goxhill necessary to manage,
maintain and support the safety of the system.

3.3.3

Before an EIA is commenced National Grid has developed several route corridor
options for the pipeline between Paull and Goxhill AGIs. These route corridor
options are now subject to detailed consultation.
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3.3.4

Route corridor options are approximately 1km wide, which is considered
sufficiently broad enough to make allowances for technical routeing issues within
each corridor. There are five route corridor options, each starting/ending at the
existing AGIs located near to Paull, on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill,
on the south bank. Route corridor options are shown in Appendix 3.

3.3.5

Route option one travels approximately 1.5km northwest of the Paull AGI before
crossing the river to a point approximately 1km inland on the south bank and
turning south east for approximately 2km to the Goxhill AGI. Route option two
crosses the River Humber directly between the existing AGIs. Route option three
travels directly from the Paull AGI to a point approximately 1.5km inland, south
east of the Goxhill AGI, before turning to go approximately 2km north to the AGI.
Route option four travels approximately 1.5km southeast of the Paull AGI,
crossing the river to a point approximately 2km inland, to the north of East Halton,
before turning to go approximately 3km north to the AGI, following the same route
as option three. Option five follows the route of option four but continues to a point
approximately 2.5km southeast of the Paull AGI before crossing the river to a point
approximately 1.5km inland, northeast of East Halton, and then turns north for
approximately 4km, following the same route as for options three and four.

4

PURPOSE OF THE CONSULTATION STRATEGY

4.1.1

Whilst our proposals are still at an early stage in their development, we would like
to hear the views of communities and interested parties in the vicinity of the project
and use their feedback to shape the further development of our proposals.

4.1.2

This strategy has been prepared to set out how we propose to consult
communities and interested parties during the Stage One Consultation of the
project on the proposed route corridors for the pipeline.

4.1.3

As our proposals evolve and develop, there will be further opportunities for local
communities and interested parties in the area to find out more about the project
and give their views. The main consultation stages and a provisional timetable are
described below.

4.2

Stage One Consultation (November - December 2012)

4.2.1

We will invite the views of local communities and interested parties located in the
vicinity of the proposed works about the broad route corridors that National Grid
has identified to route the proposed pipeline.

4.2.2

At this stage we will also explain how comments will be taken into account, how
we envisage taking forward the development of the proposal, when we anticipate
reaching a decision on our preferred option and the anticipated further
consultations and timescales.
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4.3

Stage Two Consultation (anticipated: Spring 2014)

4.3.1

Once views on the route corridor options have been taken into account and a
preferred option has been decided upon, we will develop route alignments for the
proposed pipeline within the preferred route corridor and undertake an EIA.

4.3.2

At this stage we will publish a Statement of Community Consultation (SOCC) to
set out how we propose to carry out consultation on the route alignments. The
SOCC will be prepared in consultation East Riding of Yorkshire Council and North
Lincolnshire Council and take into account their comments. It will be informed by
relevant government guidance, specifically the Department of Communities and
Local Government’s “Planning Act 2008 - Guidance on pre-application
consultation”, each relevant local authority’s Statement of Community Involvement
(SCI) and our own policy and experience of the area.

4.3.3

We will then carry out further consultation with local communities and interested
parties living in the vicinity of the more precise alignment options which will include
preliminary environmental information gathered as part of the EIA. A final choice
on our preferred route alignment will only be taken after feedback obtained at this
stage has been taken into account.

4.4

Provisional timetable

4.4.1

The timetable set out below is our current estimate of the project programme and
may be subject to change as we progress.
November 2012

Publication of Consultation Strategy

December 2012
– January 2013

Stage One Consultation on Route Corridor Options

Spring 2014

Stage Two Consultation on Route Alignment and Preliminary
Environmental Information

Spring 2015

Submit application for development consent

4.5

Consultation Zone

4.5.1

For the purpose of the consultation, we have defined a single geographic
Consultation Zone. The Zone extends at least 500 metres either side of the
pipeline route corridor options or at least 500 meters around the existing AGIs.
The zone boundary has been drawn at 500 metres either side of the corridor
options to ensure that all those properties on, and within the immediate vicinity of,
the route corridors are covered. Properties within the Consultation Zone will be
contacted by letter with a project summary and details of planned public
exhibitions in addition to being covered by the more general communications
outlined in Section 5. Parish councils whose boundaries fall fully or in part within
the Consultation Zone will be contacted by letter to brief them on the plans and
publicise the public exhibitions as outlined in Section 5. Properties within those
villages in the immediate vicinity of the Zone will also be contacted by letter. This
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includes the villages of Paull and Thorngumbald (on the north side) and East
Halton and Goxhill (on the south side).

5

HOW ARE WE
PARTICIPATE?

CONSULTING

AND

HOW

CAN

YOU

5.1

Consultation with people living in the vicinity of our proposals

5.1.1

Throughout the public consultation process, we will be inviting communities and
interested parties to view, discuss and comment on the development of our
proposals and the project team will be contactable in a number of different ways.
We will endeavour to ensure that public consultation is effective and that all
members of the community have the opportunity to express their views. We will
endeavour to provide clear and concise information about the project and its
impacts throughout the pre-application consultation process to enable constructive
discussion to take place.

5.1.2

We have identified the following ways in which the public can express their views.
These will evolve during the consultation process and will be tailored to the needs
of each of the project development stages leading up to the submission of our
application for development consent.

Online
5.1.3

A project website will provide information about the proposed development.
Documents, including the Consultation Strategy, National Grid policy guidance
documents and other relevant technical documents will be available to download.
The website will also allow for online consultation by including a dedicated area for
registering views and comments. The website will be regularly updated to reflect
the later phases of consultation.

5.1.4

The project website address is www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline

Post, email and telephone
5.1.5

Members of the public will be able to provide feedback in writing to a dedicated
freepost address or via email. A dedicated project freephone number will also be
set up for information relating to the consultation programme. All contact details
will be advertised online, in public notices and local press advertisements, and at
public exhibitions.

5.1.6

Members of the public will be able to provide feedback online or in writing as part
of the consultation up to Monday 21 January 2013.

Inspection Copies
5.1.7

Inspection copies of the route corridor study, the strategic options report and the
consultation strategy will be made available to the following locations, which are
open during the opening hours indicated:
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Locations include:


Barton Local Link, Providence House, Holydyke, Barton Upon Humber, DN18
5PR (Opening times: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9.30am-4.30pm;
Wednesday, Friday 9.30am-4pm)



Hedon Customer Serivce Centre, 2 New Road Hedon HU12 8EN (Opening
times: Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm)



Goxhill Library, The Parish Room, Howe Lane, Goxhill, DN19 7HS (Opening
times: Monday 3.30pm-7pm; Wednesday 2pm-5pm; Friday 3.30pm-7pm)



Thorngumbald Travelling Library (Opening times: Monday, 9.30am 12.00noon (Willinghams Garage); 12.30 - 7.30pm (Village Hall Car Park))

Public Exhibitions
5.1.8

Open exhibitions where people will be able to view our proposals, talk to our
project team representatives and record their comments will be held at suitable
publicly accessible venues at either end of the proposed pipeline on the northern
and southern sides of the River Humber.

5.1.9

National Grid is planning to hold exhibitions at two venues on either side of the
River Humber, in proximity to the existing AGIs at Paull and Goxhill. People will be
informed about the venues and dates through a range of communication channels
including advertisements in a number of local newspapers, via our website, by
direct communications and project updates.

5.1.10

The locations for these exhibitions are detailed below:


East Halton Village Hall, Townside, East Halton DN40 3NS



Goxhill Memorial Hall, Chapel Street, Goxhill DN19 7TQ



Paull Village, Main Street, Paull, Nr. Hull, E. Yorkshire, HU12 8AW (to be held
in a National Grid mobile exhibition vehicle due to ongoing construction of the
village hall)

5.1.11

Feedback forms will be available at the exhibitions for members of the public to
record their comments. These can then be deposited in a ballot box at the
exhibition and/or sent back to us separately via the freepost address.

5.2

Parish and Town Council Briefings

5.2.1

Before the public consultation, we will contact Parish and Town Councils in the
vicinity of the proposed works to invite them to the public exhibitions and also offer
to brief them directly.

5.3

Other Relevant Stakeholders

5.3.1

Where invited, and where possible, we will attend meetings of relevant existing
public stakeholder groups affected by our proposals. This may include community
interest
groups,
area
panels,
amenity/area
focused
groups
and
resident/neighbourhood groups.
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5.3.2

National Grid also recognises that in addition to the public, there is a distinct set of
stakeholders that should be consulted about the project (e.g. port authorities).

5.3.3

The following groups will be contacted directly as part of the Stage One
Consultation with details of the consultation and public exhibitions:




































Able UK
Associated British Ports
British Chamber of Shipping
British Marine Federation
British Ports Association
Confederation of British Industry Yorkshire and Humber
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
East Riding Coastal Forum
East Riding of Yorkshire Partnership
English Heritage
Environment Agency
Friends of the Earth (Hull)
Green Port Hull
Hull and Goole Port Authority
Hull and Humber Chamber of Commerce
Hull and Humber Chamber of Commerce, Industry & Shipping
Humber Estuary Management Scheme
Humber Industry Nature Conservation Association
Humber Local Enterprise Partnership
Planning Inspectorate
Institute of Estuarine and Coastal Studies
Joint Nature Conservation Committee
Kingfisher Bulletin Seafish Industry Authority
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust
Marine Management Organisation
National Trust (Yorkshire & North East)
National Trust, Yorkshire, Teesside, N Lincolnshire
Natural England
P&O Ferries
RSPB - East Yorkshire Local Group
Team Humber Marine Alliance
The Crown Estate
The Maritime and Coastguard Agency
UK Major Ports Group
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust
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5.4

Other Stakeholder Briefings

5.4.1

Briefings with other political and non-statutory consultees such as Members of
Parliament and Leaders of relevant local authorities will take place before, during
and after the consultation period. Where briefings have been unable to take
place, detailed information will be sent.

5.5

Specific consultation approaches

5.5.1

Where, through consultation with the public and/or local authorities, other bodies
with a potential interest in our proposals are identified, such as local schools or
groups, we will consider how best to make contact with and engage them in our
consultations.

5.6

Publicity & advertising

5.6.1

For the Stage One consultation, a project brief together with consultation venues
and dates will be publicised over at least two successive weeks in the following
local and regional newspapers:




Hull Advertiser
Hull Daily Mail
Grimsby Telegraph

5.6.2

In addition, adverts will be sent to local libraries and any other relevant places of
interest.

5.7

Project Update

5.7.1

Between now and the submission for Development Consent, project updates will
be produced as appropriate. These will be distributed as appropriate to residents
and community groups in the vicinity of the pipeline options, by e-mail to those
registering for further communications on our website and to Parish and Town
Councils that wish to receive them. Copies will be made available on our website
and provided on request by our project team.

5.8

Statutory Consultations

5.8.1

These public consultations form an important part of our wider project-related
consultations. There are consultations taking place throughout the pre-application
process with a wide range of statutory and non-statutory organisations such as
relevant local authorities, the Environment Agency, Natural England, and English
Heritage. Consultations with landowners, occupiers and persons with an interest
in the land will also take place, as required.

5.8.2

National Grid will consult with East Riding of Yorkshire Council and North
Lincolnshire Council on the approach to the consultation strategy. Their
comments will inform this document and National Grid’s consultation programme.
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6

NEXT STEPS

6.1.1

Written feedback and comments made at all stages of the consultation process
will be recorded and taken into account to develop and shape the proposed
development.

6.1.2

How feedback and comments have been taken into account will be explained in a
number of ways and at subsequent public consultations. Where appropriate,
responses will be provided by direct communications, local meetings and media
and project updates.

6.1.3

Ultimately, how feedback and comments received have shaped and influenced our
proposals will be reported in a Consultation Report, which will accompany our
application for Development Consent. The application for development consent
will be publicised and the Consultation Report and the Environmental Statement
(or a summary as appropriate) will be made available on our website and at
inspection locations.

6.1.4

We anticipate taking a decision about which option to take forward in 2013,
establishing which option will ultimately form the Development Consent
application.

6.1.5

During 2014, it is anticipated that consultation will take place on the preliminary
environmental information (PEI) that informs the preparation of the Environmental
Statement. The issues that would be considered as part of the Environmental
Impact Assessment (known as the scope) will be discussed in a series of scoping
meetings with the local authorities and organisations such as Natural England.

6.1.6

Presently, we anticipate that an application for Development Consent would be
ready for submission around spring 2015.

7

CONSULTATIONS BEING UNDERTAKEN BY OTHERS IN THE
AREA

7.1.1

National Grid recently undertook the second round of public consultation on
proposals for a carbon capture, transportation and storage (CCS) pipeline to
transport carbon dioxide captured from the proposed Don Valley Power Project at
Stainforth, near Doncaster, to a point at the coast near Barmston and then
offshore to be stored in a suitable storage site beneath the North Sea seabed.

7.1.2

Although the Consultation Zone for the CCS project is approximately 30km north
of the River Humber pipeline, National Grid is mindful of the potential overlap with
stakeholders and members of the public in East Riding of Yorkshire. We will
ensure that the timing and content of our River Humber pipeline replacement
project consultations has due regard to the ongoing CCS project, seeks to avoid
confusion and seeks to minimise the risk of inconvenience to consultees.

7.1.3

At present, we are not aware of any other organisations likely to be carrying out
related consultations that may have a bearing on our plans.
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8

FURTHER INFORMATION

8.1.1

For further information about National Grid and/or our plans for the project, please
contact the project team via email (nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com), via
our website (www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline) or via post at: Freepost
National Grid R H Pipeline Project.
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National Grid’s Stakeholder, Community & Amenity Policy
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Appendix 04
Stage 1 consultation committments

Commitment in Consultation Strategy

What National Grid did

Public Exhibitions
Open exhibitions where people will be able to
view our proposals, talk to our project team
representatives and record their comments will
be held at suitable publicly accessible venues at
either end of the proposed pipeline on the
northern and southern sides of the River
Humber.

A total of three public exhibitions were held in
three different locations. The exhibitions were held
in suitable and accessible venues within those
communities in closest proximity to the proposed
route corridor options for the project. This included
two exhibitions on the south bank of the Humber
and one on the north. The exhibitions were held
on weekdays and one weekend between Thursday
6 December and Saturday 8 December 2012. The
exhibitions were widely publicised as outlined
detailed above. A total of 104 people attended.
Table 1 in the feedback report lists the locations,
dates and attendance.

National Grid is planning to hold exhibitions at
two venues on either side of the River Humber,
in proximity to the existing AGIs at Paull and
Goxhill. People will be informed about the
venues and dates through a range of
communication channels including
advertisements in a number of local
newspapers, via our website, by direct
communications and project updates.
Feedback forms will be available at the
exhibitions for members of the public to record
their comments. These can then be deposited in
a ballot box at the exhibition and/or sent back to
us separately via the freepost address.

Six representatives from National Grid’s project
team were on hand at each exhibition to answer
questions and guide attendees around the
displays.
On arrival at the exhibitions, attendees were
registered and handed a summary information
leaflet, a map of the proposed route corridor
options, a four page factsheet on the construction
techniques and a feedback form to provide their
comments on the proposals.
The exhibitions were widely publicised in
invitations and publicity materials as summarised
in Section 5.6 of the feedback report.

Online
A project website will provide information about
the proposed development. Documents,
including the Consultation Strategy, National
Grid policy guidance documents and other
relevant technical documents will be available to
download. The website will also allow for online
consultation by including a dedicated area for
registering views and comments. The website
will be regularly updated to reflect the later
phases of consultation.

A full project website was launched on
commencement of the consultation on 6
December 2012 –
www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline.
The website included extensive information about
the project (replicating what was available at the
public exhibitions), full project contact details, and
all relevant documents and materials were
available to download, including the feedback
form. The 3D animation could also be viewed on
the website. Visitors were also able to register
their contact details to be kept informed of future
stages of consultation.
A pre-consultation website went live on 7
November 2012. It included a summary of the
background and need case for the project and
included details of the consultation, including
exhibition dates, times and locations.
The website was widely publicised in exhibition
invitations and publicity materials as summarised
in Section 5.6 of the feedback report.

Post, email and telephone
Members of the public will be able to provide
feedback in writing to a dedicated freepost
address or via email.
A dedicated project freephone number will also
be set up for information relating to the
consultation programme.
All contact details will be advertised online, in
public notices and local press advertisements,
and at public exhibitions.

The project freepost address, email address and
freephone telephone consultation line for
consultation information set up for the project were
maintained and were widely publicised in
exhibition invitations and publicity materials as
summarised in Section 5.6 of the feedback report.
Freepost address: Freepost National Grid R H
Pipeline Project
Email address:
nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com
Freephone: 0800 988 9144 (answered during
normal office hours, Monday to Friday, 9am to
5pm. An answer-phone facility was available
outside these hours)

Publicity & advertising
For the Stage One consultation, a project brief
together with consultation venues and dates will
be publicised over at least two successive
weeks in local and regional newspapers.
In addition, adverts will be sent to local libraries
and any other relevant places of interest.

Prior to the start of the Stage 1 consultation, a full
page advert containing information about the
project and the consultation was published in two
relevant newspapers which had distribution areas
that covered all or part of the route corridor
options. A copy of the consultation advertisement
can be found in Appendix 6. The advert ran twice
across a three week period prior to the start of the
consultation, from the week commencing 19
November to the week commencing 3 December
2012.
The relevant local newspapers were:
-

Hull Daily Mail
Grimsby Telegraph

In addition to local media, National Grid engaged
with local community news providers to raise
awareness of the Stage 1 consultation in those
communities in the vicinity of the route corridor
options. Notices were published on two online
community newsletters in advance of the
consultation. In addition, further update notices
were published during the consultation period.
The community websites were:
- Paull Village Hall website
- Goxhill Gander Facebook Group
- www.hu12online.net
Notification letters sent to all nine parish council
clerks asked the clerks to display a project poster
in a suitable location(s) locally to advertise the
project and public exhibitions. Several copies of a
poster were included with each letter. The poster
was based on the consultation advertisement.
Posters were also sent to a number of libraries and
council centres located in the vicinity of the route
corridor options. These are listed in Table 2 in the
feedback report.

Inspection Copies
Inspection copies of the route corridor study, the
strategic options report and the consultation
strategy will be made available at specific public
locations.

Inspection copies of the project information leaflets
and electronic copies of the SOR, RCIS, and
Consultation Strategy were made available to a
number of libraries and council centres located in
the vicinity of the route corridor options. These are
listed in Table 2 in the feedback report.

Parish and Town Council Briefings

In advance of the Stage 1 consultation, National
Grid organised a series of two group briefings for
those parish councils and local authority
councillors representing wards in the vicinity of the
proposed route corridor options. A total of nine
parish councils and six local authority councillors
were invited. Representatives from six parish
councils and four of the local authority councillors
attended the sessions.

Before the public consultation, we will contact
Parish and Town Councils in the vicinity of the
proposed works to invite them to the public
exhibitions and also offer to brief them directly.

Other Stakeholder Briefings
Briefings with other political and non-statutory
consultees such as Members of Parliament
(MPs) and Leaders of relevant local authorities
will take place before, during and after the
consultation period. Where briefings have been
unable to take place, detailed information will be
sent.

Other Relevant Stakeholders
Where invited, and where possible, we will
attend meetings of relevant existing public
stakeholder groups affected by our proposals.
This may include community interest groups,
area panels, amenity/area focused groups and
resident/neighbourhood groups.
National Grid also recognises that in addition to
the public, there is a distinct set of stakeholders
that should be consulted about the project (e.g.
port authorities).
Statutory Consultations
These public consultations form an important
part of our wider project-related consultations.
There are consultations taking place throughout
the pre-application process with a wide range of
statutory and non-statutory organisations such
as relevant local authorities, the Environment
Agency, Natural England, and English Heritage.
Consultations with landowners, occupiers and
persons with an interest in the land will also take
place, as required.
National Grid will consult with East Riding of
Yorkshire Council and North Lincolnshire
Council on the approach to the consultation
strategy. Their comments will inform this
document and National Grid’s consultation
programme.

In advance of the Stage 1 consultation, invitations
for introductory presentations on the project were
extended to the Leaders of the two relevant local
authorities, East Riding of Yorkshire Council and
North Lincolnshire Council and to the two relevant
MPs. Briefings were given to cabinet members at
both authorities and to one of the MPs. The other
MP was happy to receive copies of presentation
materials, background documents and maps at
this stage.
A total of 31 consultee groups and organisations
were invited by letter to take part in the Stage 1
consultation process. These included bodies such
as Natural England and the Environment Agency
as well as nine parish and town councils located in
the vicinity of the route corridor options. No
requests for meetings were received. See
Appendix 1 for a full list of consultees.

A wide range of stakeholders and other parties
were invited to take part in the Stage 1
consultation, including attending the public
exhibitions. In addition, a number of stakeholders
and other parties were invited to comment on the
draft RCIS, published at the start of the public
consultation. Those local authorities directly
affected by the proposed route corridor options
were also invited to comment on the proposed
approach to consultation set out in the
Consultation Strategy.

Specific consultation approaches
Where, through consultation with the public
and/or local authorities, other bodies with a
potential interest in our proposals are identified,
such as local schools or groups, we will
consider how best to make contact with and
engage them in our consultations.

Project Update
Between now and the submission for
Development Consent, project updates will be
produced as appropriate. These will be
distributed as appropriate to residents and
community groups in the vicinity of the pipeline
options, by e-mail to those registering for further
communications on our website and to Parish
and Town Councils that wish to receive them.
Copies will be made available on our website
and provided on request by our project team.

In bringing forward the Stage 1 consultation
National Grid sought input from those local
authorities directly affected by the proposed
project into the design of the consultation
programme. The Consultation Strategy was
consulted on with the relevant authorities for 28
days and, subsequently, publicised as part of the
consultation programme. The local authorities
consulted were ERYC and NLC.No specific
consultation approaches were suggested by the
local authorities.
Between now and the submission for Development
Consent, project updates will be produced as
appropriate.

Appendix 05
Stage 1 Consultation Zone

This document has been prepared by AECOM for the sole use of our Client (the "Client") and in accordance with generally accepted consultancy principles, the budget for fees and terms of reference agreed between AECOM and the Client.
Any information provided by third parties and referred to herein has not been checked or verified by AECOM, unless otherwise expressly stated in the document. No third party may rely upon this document without the prior and express written agreement of AECOM.
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Appendix 06
Stage 1 consultation advertisment

The River Humber pipeline
replacement project
Securing our energy future
National Grid is working with
local communities to find the
best option for a replacement
natural gas pipeline across
the River Humber.
We are launching a programme of public
consultation for local communities to find
out about and give us their views on our
proposals, including a number of route
options and two potential construction
techniques for the pipeline under the river.
The River Humber pipeline is a strategic gas
pipeline which runs under the River Humber.
It is an important pipeline – connecting an
import location for gas at Easington, on the
East Yorkshire coast, to the wider network
and delivering gas to millions of customers
throughout the UK.

KINGSTON UPON HULL

New
Holland

Exisiting pipeline

Goxhill
East Halton

Above ground installation
(not to scale)

1 ml
2 km

Have your say
East Halton Village Hall
Townside, East Halton, North Lincolnshire, DN40 3NS

Thursday 6 December, 3pm-7pm

Goxhill Memorial Hall
Chapel Street, Goxhill, North Lincolnshire, DN19 7JJ

Friday 7 December, 3pm-7pm

Main Street, Paull, East Yorkshire, HU12 8AW

Saturday 8 December, 11am-3pm

How to contact us
Information about the project and this
consultation can be found on our website and
there are a number of ways you can contact us.

NG RHP_Advert_340mm(h) x 270mm (w)_V10.indd 1

Key:
Route corridors located within this area

The Crown Inn car park, Paull

i

Thorngumbald

Paull

Public Exhibitions
We will be holding a series
of public exhibitions for
people to come and find
out more about the project
and give us their views.
Exhibitions will be held at
the following locations:

Hedon

Listening to local people and
communities is an extremely important
part of the development of this project.
Our plans are still at an early stage. The
feedback we receive will be considered
as we progress our plans and there will
be further consultation on the project in
the future.
You can submit your comments up
until 21 January 2013.

Online:
www.nationalgrid.com/
riverhumberpipeline

Write to:
FREEPOST NATIONAL GRID
R H PIPELINE PROJECT

Email:
nationalgrid
@riverhumberpipeline.com

For consultation information only
call freephone 0800 988 9144
Lines are open 9.00am – 5.00pm
Monday – Friday

26/11/2012 16:21

Appendix 07
Examples of editorial coverage

Hull Daily Mail – 22 November 2012

From: http://www.thisishullandeastriding.co.uk/Plans-pipeline/story-17389564-detail/story.html
(accessed 19 April 2013)

HU12 Online (community website) – 24 November 2012

From: http://www.hu12online.net/events/plans-to-replace-pipeline-under-the-humber-to-be-shown-atpaull/ (accessed 19 April 2013)

Paull Village Hall website – 3 December 2012

From: http://paullvillagehall.wordpress.com/2012/12/03/river-humber-pipeline-project/ (accessed 19
April 2013)

Hull Daily Mail – 4 December 2012

From: http://www.thisishullandeastriding.co.uk/say-gas-pipeline/story-17494005-detail/story.html
(accessed 19 April 2013)

Goxhill Gander Facebook Group – 5 December 2012

From: http://www.facebook.com/groups/278461975532422/permalink/486384381406846/ (accessed
19 April 2013)

HU12 Online (community website) – 12 December 2012

From: http://www.hu12online.net/debate/national-grid-consultation-on-replacement-pipeline-acrossthe-humber/ (accessed 19 April 2013)

Paull Village Hall newsletter – January 2013

From: http://www.hu12online.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Paull-Village-Hall-January-2013.pdf
(accessed 19 April 2013)

Goxhill Gander Facebook Group – 9 January 2012

From: http://www.facebook.com/groups/278461975532422/permalink/502044716507479/ (accessed
19 April 2013)

Appendix 08
Example of consultation letter to residents

Community relations team:
Email: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com
Freephone: 0800 988 9144
Post: Freepost National Grid R H Pipeline Project
www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline
20 November 2012

Dear resident,
Re: Plans for the River Humber pipeline replacement project
At National Grid, we are exploring the options for the long-term replacement of an existing natural gas
pipeline beneath the River Humber. On Thursday 6 December we will be launching a series of
exhibitions for you to find out more about the project and give us your views.
Exhibitions will be held at:


East Halton Village Hall, Thursday 6 December, 3pm-7pm



Goxhill Memorial Hall, Friday 7 December, 3pm-7pm



Crown Inn car park, Paull, Saturday 8 December, 11am-3pm

At the exhibitions you will be able to find out more about our proposals and give us your views on five
‘route corridor options’ for the new pipeline – one kilometre widths of land and river bed within which the
pipeline could be laid. You will also be able to comment on the construction techniques we could use.
We would welcome any comments you have on the proposals, which can be provided via the contact
details provided above. Your comments, together with our environmental and engineering studies, will
help determine a preferred route corridor and construction technique. At a later stage, people will be
invited to give us their views on the precise route of the pipeline within this corridor.
This first phase of public consultation runs until 21 January 2013 and I would be grateful if you
could submit any comments you may have by this time.

Please turn over

Background to the project
The River Humber pipeline is an important pipeline – connecting an import location for gas at
Easington, on the East Yorkshire coast, to the wider network and delivering gas to millions of customers
throughout the UK.
The existing pipeline runs in an excavated trench along the river bed between above ground
installations located near Paull, on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the south bank. We
are looking at the options for constructing a new pipeline as a long-term replacement, between the
existing sites near Paull and Goxhill.
I very much hope you can attend one of our events and look forward to meeting you there.
Yours sincerely,

Robert Earl
Senior engineer
National Grid

Appendix 09
Example of consultation letter to political stakeholders

Community relations team:
Email: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com
Freephone: 0800 988 9144
Post: Freepost National Grid R H Pipeline Project
www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline
20 November 2012
Dear [Name],
Re: Consultation on plans for the River Humber pipeline replacement project
I am writing to update you on National Grid’s proposal for the long-term replacement of the existing
natural gas pipeline beneath the River Humber. From Thursday 6 December we will be launching a
series of exhibitions for the local community and other stakeholders to find out more about the project
and give us their views.
Exhibitions will be held at:


East Halton Village Hall, Thursday 6 December, 3pm-7pm



Goxhill Memorial Hall, Friday 7 December, 3pm-7pm



Crown Inn car park, Paull, Saturday 8 December, 11am-3pm

At the exhibitions people will be able to find out more about our proposals and comment on the five
route corridor options for the new pipeline and on the construction techniques we could use.
All of the comments we receive, together with our environmental and engineering studies, will help
determine a preferred route corridor and construction technique. At a later stage, we will hold a
second series of events for people to give us their views on the precise route of the pipeline.
Further information about the project and the consultation will be available from 6 December on our
website: www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline. This first phase of public consultation runs until
21 January 2013.
We will keep you and your office informed of our activities as we progress this important project. If
you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to contact my colleague Philip Armstrong directly
via email at nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com or by telephone on 020 7636 7366.
I very much hope you can attend one of our events and look forward to your involvement as we
progress this project.
Yours sincerely,
Robert Earl
Senior engineer
National Grid

Appendix 10
Example of consultation letter to stakeholders

Community relations team:
Email: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com
Freephone: 0800 988 9144
Post: Freepost National Grid R H Pipeline Project
www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline
20 November 2012
Dear [Stakeholder],
Re: Consultation on plans for the River Humber pipeline replacement project
I am writing to update you on National Grid’s proposal for the long-term replacement of the existing
natural gas pipeline beneath the River Humber. From Thursday 6 December we will be launching a
public consultation for people to find out more about the project and give their views.
As part of this consultation process, I would welcome your comments on the draft Route Corridor
Investigation Study, which is available to download from our website at the address above. If you
would prefer, a hardcopy can also be sent to you.
We will be holding a series of public exhibitions for people to find out more about our proposals and
give us their views on a number of route corridor options for the new pipeline and the potential
construction techniques – tunnel or excavated trench. Exhibitions will be held at:


East Halton Village Hall, Thursday 6 December, 3pm-7pm



Goxhill Memorial Hall, Friday 7 December, 3pm-7pm



Crown Inn car park, Paull, Saturday 8 December, 11am-3pm

The comments we receive, together with our environmental and engineering studies, will help inform
the selection of a preferred route corridor. Further consultation will be carried out at a later stage on
the precise route of the pipeline.
Further information about the project and consultation, including document downloads, can be found
on our website. This first phase of public consultation runs until 21 January 2013 and I wound
be grateful if you could submit your comments by this time.
If you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to contact my colleague Philip Armstrong
directly via email at nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com or by telephone on 0800 988 9144.
I very much hope you can attend one of our events and look forward to meeting you there.
Yours sincerely,
Robert Earl
Senior engineer
National Grid

Appendix 11
Example of consultation letter to other interested parties

Community relations team:
Email: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com
Freephone: 0800 988 9144
Post: Freepost National Grid R H Pipeline Project
www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline
20 November 2012

Dear [Name],
Re: Consultation on plans for the River Humber pipeline replacement project
At National Grid, we are exploring the options for the long-term replacement of an existing natural gas
pipeline beneath the River Humber. On Thursday 6 December we will be launching a series of
exhibitions for people to find out more about the project and give us their views.
Exhibitions will be held at:


East Halton Village Hall, Thursday 6 December, 3pm-7pm



Goxhill Memorial Hall, Friday 7 December, 3pm-7pm



Crown Inn car park, Paull, Saturday 8 December, 11am-3pm

At the exhibitions you will be able to find out more about our proposals and give us your views on five
‘route corridor options’ for the new pipeline – one kilometre widths of land and river bed within which
the pipeline could be laid. You will also be able to comment on the construction techniques we could
use. The comments we receive, together with our environmental and engineering studies, will help
determine a preferred route corridor and construction technique.
We would welcome any comments you may have. You can submit your comments via the contact
details provided above. At a later stage, we will hold a second series of events for people to give us
their views on the precise route of the pipeline within the preferred route corridor.
Background to the project
The River Humber pipeline is an important pipeline – connecting an import location for gas at
Easington, on the East Yorkshire coast, to the wider network and delivering gas to millions of
customers throughout the UK.
The existing pipeline runs in an excavated trench along the river bed between above ground
installations located near Paull, on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the south bank. We
are looking at the options for constructing a new pipeline as a long-term replacement, between the
existing sites near Paull and Goxhill.
Please turn over

This first phase of public consultation runs until 21 January 2013 and I would be grateful if you
could submit any comments you may have by this time.
I very much hope you can attend one of our events and look forward to meeting you there.
Yours sincerely,

Robert Earl
Senior engineer
National Grid

Appendix 12
Copy of consultation poster

The River Humber pipeline
replacement project
Securing our energy future
KINGSTON UPON HULL

National Grid is working with
local communities to find the
best option for a replacement
natural gas pipeline across
the River Humber.
We are launching a programme of public
consultation for local communities to find
out about and give us their views on our
proposals, including a number of route
options and two potential construction
techniques for the pipeline under the river.

Paull

New
Holland

Exisiting pipeline

East Halton

Key:
Route corridors located within this area
Above ground installation
(not to scale)

East Halton Village Hall
Townside, East Halton, North Lincolnshire, DN40 3NS
Thursday 6 December, 3pm-7pm

Goxhill Memorial Hall
Chapel Street, Goxhill, North Lincolnshire, DN19 7JJ
Friday 7 December, 3pm-7pm

The Crown Inn car park, Paull
Main Street, Paull, East Yorkshire, HU12 8AW
Saturday 8 December, 11am-3pm

How to contact us
Information about the project and
this consultation can be found on our
website and there are a number of
ways you can contact us.
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Have your say

Public Exhibitions

i

Thorngumbald

Goxhill

The River Humber pipeline is a strategic gas
pipeline which runs under the River Humber.
It is an important pipeline – connecting an
import location for gas at Easington, on the
East Yorkshire coast, to the wider network
and delivering gas to millions of customers
throughout the UK.

We will be holding a series
of public exhibitions for
people to come and find
out more about the project
and give us their views.
Exhibitions will be held at
the following locations:

Hedon

Listening to local people and
communities is an extremely important
part of the development of this project.
Our plans are still at an early stage. The
feedback we receive will be considered
as we progress our plans and there will
be further consultation on the project in
the future.
You can submit your comments up
until 21 January 2013.

Online:
www.nationalgrid.com/
riverhumberpipeline

Write to:
FREEPOST NATIONAL GRID
R H PIPELINE PROJECT

Email:
nationalgrid
@riverhumberpipeline.com

For consultation information only
call freephone 0800 988 9144
Lines are open 9.00am – 5.00pm
Monday – Friday
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Appendix 13
Copy of exhibition display panels

Welcome to our exhibition
National Grid is working with
local communities to find the
best option for a replacement
natural gas pipeline across
the River Humber.
It is an important pipeline – connecting an import location
for gas at Easington, on the East Yorkshire coast, to the
national network and delivering gas supplies to millions of
customers throughout the UK.
Over time, tidal patterns have eroded the river bed covering
the pipeline, leading to parts of it becoming exposed.
Recognising this issue, we developed an innovative
engineering solution to protect it with gravel filled bags
and with concrete ‘frond mattresses’ placed over the top.
These incorporate plastic fronds to mimic seaweed and
encourage the settlement of sand and silt.
This solution ensured the pipeline could continue to
operate normally in the short-term and inspections by
maintenance teams have shown that it has been effective
and successful. We are now looking at the options for
constructing a new pipeline beneath the Humber as a
long-term solution.

NG RHP Event Panels_2mx1m_V15.indd 1

What the consultation is about
Our plans are still at an early stage. Today you
can find out more about our proposals and let us
know your views on five route corridors within
which the pipeline could potentially be built and
two construction techniques we could use. Your
comments will help us to shape the proposals.
You can fill in a feedback form at this
exhibition or download one from our website.
At a later date, we will carry out further consultation
to ask for your views on the precise route of the
pipeline. Please talk to a member of the team for
more information.

National Grid
Our job is to connect people to the energy they use
– whether to heat and light their homes, or to keep
factories and offices going.
In the UK, we own and operate the high-pressure
gas network and operate the national electricity
grid. We will be drawing on our expertise in building
and running safe and effective pipelines to develop
a long term solution for the River Humber.
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KINGSTON UPON HULL

We have carried
out detailed studies
to determine the
best solution for
replacing the River
Humber pipeline.

Hedon

Thorngumbald
Paull

New
Holland

The current pipeline is 5km long and runs
in a trench across the river bed between
above ground installations (AGIs) near Paull,
on the north bank of the Humber and
Goxhill, on the south bank.

Goxhill

Key:
Exisiting pipeline
Above ground installation
(not to scale)

East Halton

Route corridors located
within this area

1 ml
2 km

The Project
The most suitable option for its replacement would be to construct
a new pipeline beneath the river, by tunnel or trench. This would
follow a similar route and connect to the existing AGIs near Paull
and Goxhill.
The new pipeline would be between 7-13km long,
depending on the route corridor selected. The river
crossing would be 3km long. A tunnel could be 4-6km
long, depending on the route corridor selected.
The pipeline would use the same technology as used
in the rest of the high-pressure gas network. We anticipate
that it would be up to 48" (1220mm) in diameter and would
transport natural gas at a pressure of 70barg.

What are above ground installations?
Above ground installations (AGIs) are required at
intervals along a pipeline to enable maintenance
and third party connections and to ensure the
efficient operation of the pipeline. They include
valves and essential support equipment.

Identifying route corridor options
We take care to consider the local community,
environmental, ecological, heritage and archaeological
factors and financial and engineering constraints when
planning a pipeline route.
We have carried out detailed studies to identify a number
of potential route corridors – broad widths of land or river
bed approximately 1km wide – within which the pipeline
could be built.
While we have taken great care to consider a wide
range of issues, you may feel there are additional
issues that we should look at and we hope you can
bring these to our attention.

Have your say
Our plans are still at an early stage. We would
like your views on the route corridor options we
have identified.

Paull AGI

Your comments, together with further environmental
and technical studies, will inform the selection of a
single route corridor within which the pipeline could
be built. At a later stage, there will be further
consultation on the precise route.
You can fill in a feedback form at this
exhibition or download one from our website.
Please talk to a member of the team if you have
any queries.

Goxhill AGI

NG RHP Event Panels_2mx1m_V15.indd 2
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Protecting the environment
We recognise the international importance of the River Humber
as an environmental conservation area and will work to ensure
any potential environmental effects are avoided or minimised.
Ecology, archaeology, and other environmental factors are
important considerations when planning a pipeline route
and great care has been taken to consider these issues in
the design of this project.
A new pipeline beneath the River Humber presents
the least potential for disruption to the local environment,
resulting in fewer overall impacts when compared
with much longer alternative options that avoid the
River Humber.
We will work closely with local communities and other
stakeholders as we progress our proposals to ensure
the environment is protected. For example, specialists will
be employed to carry out detailed studies of the local
ecology as part of the process to determine the route of
the new pipeline.
Were the project to be granted consent, appropriate
mitigation would be implemented to ensure potential effects
are avoided or minimised. This would include considerate
design and careful restoration of landscape and habitats
following construction.

NG RHP Event Panels_2mx1m_V15.indd 3

Environmental assessment
At a later stage of this project, we will carry out
further detailed ‘on the ground’ environmental
studies. These will assess a wide range of
environmental issues including ecology, archaeology,
noise and vibration, water resources, and landscape
and visual aspects. This assessment will be
considered as part of any future planning application.

Minimising the effect on the
River Humber and its users
We take great care to minimise the potential
impact of our construction projects. We have
worked closely with a number of stakeholders,
including the Environment Agency, Natural
England and Associated British Ports (the
Harbour Authority for the River Humber) to
minimise any effects on the marine environment
and commercial and leisure users of the river.
We will continue to engage with local
communities and stakeholders as we progress
our plans.
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How we construct a pipeline
For all our construction projects, we are committed to minimising
the effect on local communities and the environment.
We are looking at options for building the pipeline in a
new tunnel beneath the River Humber or within a new
trench across the river bed. We would like any
information and insight you might have that could help
our assessment of these options.

A decision as to which side of the river construction
would commence will be made at a later stage,
following further consultation and environmental and
engineering studies.

How we construct a tunnel
Shaft construction
Shafts at least 30 metres deep are built on
either side of the river.
These can be vertical or sloped, depending on
geological and engineering considerations.

Tunnel boring
A tunnel bore machine digs the tunnel beneath
the river.
This can bore through anything from hard rock
to sand.

Concrete lining
The tunnel is lined with concrete segments as it
is dug.
The excavated material is transported for use or
disposal away from the site. We are investigating
options for its reuse.

String fabrication and pipeline pulling
The pipeline is pulled through the tunnel from the
surface in ‘strings’ – long, welded sections of pipe
assembled on-site on one side of the river.
Once complete, the tunnel shafts are filled and
the land reinstated as close to its original condition
as practical.
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The pipleline would be between 7-13km long,
depending on the route corridor option taken forward.
Between 4-6km could be tunnelled, depending on the
final route. The river crossing by trench would be
3km long.

Depending on the route corridor, a short distance of
onshore pipeline may be required on either side of the
river. All land would be fully reinstated as close to its
original condition as practical. Information on how we
construct onshore pipelines can be found in the
factsheet available at this exhibition.

How we construct an excavated trench
Dredging activity
A dredger digs a trench across the river. The trench
would be approximately 4 metres deep, to provide
up to 2 metres of cover over the pipe.
Dredged material could be retained for later
reinstatement over the pipeline. Once complete,
maintenance dredging would continue until the
pipeline is laid.
We are investigating the most suitable excavation
techniques to minimise potential effects on the river
and its users.

Cofferdam construction
Cofferdams are built on either side of the river.
These are excavations with a sloping base and
sides supported by solid retaining walls.

String fabrication and pipeline pulling
The pipe is pulled through the trench in ‘strings’,
in the same way as for a tunnel.
Once complete, cofferdams are filled and the
land reinstated as close to its original condition
as practical.
The trench is filled in with excavated material
and also naturally fills in over time through the
action of the river currents.
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Experts in building pipelines
National Grid has extensive expertise in designing, building and
operating safe and effective high-pressure gas pipelines in the UK.
National Grid is responsible for building and operating the
UK natural gas national transmission pipeline system (NTS).

National Transmission System

The NTS is the backbone of the natural gas supply
throughout the UK, transporting the gas we use to heat our
homes from import terminals around the country into the
local distribution system. The network is now more than
7,600 kilometres in length and growing.
Our pipeline network has a number of state of the art safety
features built in that are supported by extensive and regular
monitoring and maintenance.
The pipeline network is electronically monitored and
pipeline routes are regularly inspected, for example, via
helicopter and river bed surveys.
The internal condition of the pipelines is monitored by a
number of automated devices called pipeline inspection
gauges (PIGs) that travel inside the network.
National Grid has extensive experience building and running
pipelines in the Humber area and these same stringent
safety measures will be followed throughout the
development and operation of the proposed replacement
River Humber pipeline.

Key:
Terminals
Compressor stations
NTS high pressure pipelines
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Have your say and what happens next
Listening to local communities
is an extremely important part of
the development of this project
and your comments will be
considered as we progress
our proposals.

Anticipated project timeline
A more accurate programme will be known once
more detailed studies have taken place.
Date

Activities

2012

Strategic options investigated and route
corridors identified
Stage One Consultation on route
corridor options

2013

Stage One Consultation and Route Corridor
Studies complete and preferred route
corridor decided
Further environmental and engineering
investigations
Engagement with landowners and
stakeholders

2014

Stage Two Consultation on the precise
route of the pipeline
Produce Environmental Impact Assessment
or Environmental Statement

2015

Submission of any necessary consent
applications

The first stage of public consultation runs until 21 January
2013 and you have until then to submit your comments.

2016

Applications determined (if necessary)

At a later stage we will carry out second round of
consultation on the precise route of the pipeline. This will be
widely publicised and, if you have provided your contact
details, we will keep you informed.

2017
- 2021

Pipeline constructed and becomes
operational

This project is at an early stage and we would like you to
give us your views on the proposed route corridor options
and information and insights that could help as part of the
assessment of the construction options.
You can fill in a form at this exhibition or take it away with
you and forms can be downloaded from our website. All of
the maps and information presented to you today are also
available to download from the website.
All of the comments we receive, together with the
environmental and engineering studies we are undertaking,
will be considered to determine the preferred route corridor
within which the pipeline could be built and construction
technique.

The planning process
At this stage, we anticipate that a future planning
application may be decided by the Planning
Inspectorate, the government body that considers
applications for major infrastructure.
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It is possible that, at a later stage, following further
environmental and engineering studies, it could be
determined that the proposals should be submitted
to another relevant body or local authorities for
consideration – East Riding of Yorkshire and North
Lincolnshire councils.
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Copy of information leaflet

The River Humber Pipeline
Replacement Project
Securing our energy future
National Grid is working with
local communities to find the
best option for a replacement
natural gas pipeline across
the River Humber.

December 2012
KINGSTON UPON HULL

We have launched a programme
of public consultation for local
communities to find out about and
give us their views on our proposals,
including a number of route options
and two potential construction
techniques for the pipeline under
the river.

The Project
The River Humber pipeline is an important pipeline –
connecting an import location for gas at Easington, on the
East Yorkshire coast, to the wider network and delivering gas
to millions of customers throughout the UK.
Over time, tidal patterns have eroded the river bed covering
the existing pipeline, leading to parts of it becoming exposed.
Recognising this issue, National Grid developed an innovative
solution to protect it with gravel filled bags and with concrete
‘frond mattresses’ placed over the top to mimic seaweed and
encourage the settlement of sand and silt.
This novel approach ensured the pipeline could continue to
operate normally in the short-term and inspections by
maintenance teams have shown that the work has been
effective and successful. We are now assessing the options
for constructing a new pipeline as a long-term solution.

Progress so far
We have carried out detailed studies investigating a number
of potential options to determine the best solution for
replacing the River Humber pipeline. The most suitable
option would be to construct a new pipeline beneath the
River Humber, by tunnel or trench.
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This would follow a similar route to the existing pipeline and
run between the existing above ground installations near
Paull, on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the
south bank.
The pipeline would be between 7-13km long depending on
the route corridor taken forward. It would use the same
technology as used in the existing UK high-pressure gas
network. We anticipate that it would be up to 48" (1220mm)
in diameter and would transport natural gas at a pressure
of 70barg.

The route options
We take care to consider the local community,
environmental, ecological, heritage and archaeological
factors and financial and engineering constraints when
planning a pipeline route.
We have carried out detailed studies to identify a number
of potential route corridors – broad widths of land or river
bed approximately 1km wide – within which the pipeline
could be built.
Following the first round of public consultation, we will
determine a preferred route corridor. The precise route
of the pipeline within this corridor will be subject to further
consultation at a later date.
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How we could construct the pipeline

Have your say

For all our construction projects, we are committed to
minimising the effect on local communities and the
environment.

Listening to local people and communities is an extremely
important part of the development of this project.

Following the environmental and engineering studies we
have carried out, we are looking at options for building the
pipeline in a new tunnel beneath the river or trench across
the river bed within which it would be buried.
A decision on which side of the river construction would
commence will be made at a later stage, following further
consultation and environmental and engineering studies.

Our plans are still at an early stage and we would like your
views on the route corridor options and on the proposed
construction techniques. Further information is available on
the project website, listed below.
The feedback we receive, together with further
environmental and technical studies, will inform the
development of the project and there will be further
consultation in the future.

Anticipated project timeline
A more accurate programme will be known once more
detailed studies have taken place.
Date
2012

Strategic options investigated and route corridors
identified
Stage One Consultation on route corridor options

2013

Stage One Consultation and Route Corridor Studies
complete and preferred route corridor decided
Further environmental and engineering investigations
Engagement with landowners and stakeholders

2014

Stage Two Consultation on the precise route of
the pipeline
Produce Environmental Impact Assessment or
Environmental Statement

2015

Submission of any necessary consent applications

2016

Applications determined (if necessary)

2017
- 2021

Pipeline constructed and becomes operational

Tunnel

Trench

Activities

The planning process
At this stage, we anticipate that a future planning
application may be decided by the Planning
Inspectorate, the government body that considers
applications for major infrastructure.

How to contact us
i

Information about the project and
this consultation can be found on our
website and there are a number of
ways you can contact us.
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It is possible that, at a later stage, following further
environmental and engineering studies, it could be
determined that the proposals should be submitted to
another relevant body or local authorities for
consideration – East Riding of Yorkshire and North
Lincolnshire councils.

Online:
www.nationalgrid.com/
riverhumberpipeline
Email:
nationalgrid@
riverhumberpipeline.com

Write to: FREEPOST NATIONAL
GRID R H PIPELINE PROJECT
For consultation information
only call freephone 0800 988 9144
Lines are open 9.00am – 5.00pm
Monday – Friday
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Appendix 15
Copy of route corridor options map

Route corridor options
This map shows the five possible
route corridors within which the
replacement pipeline could be built.
Each route runs between the existing above ground
installations (AGIs) near Paull, on the north bank of
the Humber, and Goxhill, on the south bank.
Route Corridors
Each corridor is approximately 1km wide to allow
for environmental and engineering considerations in
determining the precise route of the pipeline.

Route Corridor
Potential Laydown Area
Above Ground Installation (AGI)

What are above ground installations?
Above ground installations (AGIs) are required at
intervals along a pipeline to enable maintenance,
third party connections and ensure the efficient
operation of the pipeline. They include valves and
essential support equipment.

1

Goxhill AGI site

2

Paull AGI site

The route corridors are between 7-13km long.
You can find out more about how we have identified
the route corridor options in the draft Route Corridor
Investigation Study, available on our website.
Construction techniques
We are also consulting on two potential construction
techniques for the pipeline – a tunnel or a trench.
The tunnel could be between 4-6km long,
depending on the route corridor. The trench would
be 3km long across the river.
Laydown areas
Also shown are potential ‘laydown’ areas for
construction work. These would be similar to the
facilities set up on many construction projects and
would provide areas for staff, machinery, storage
and specialist activity.

2

A laydown area would be required on either side of
the river. The location of these areas will depend on
the route corridor chosen for the pipeline.

1
Have your say
Our plans are still at an early stage. We would
like your views on the route corridor options we
have identified. We would also like your views on
the potential construction techniques.
Your comments, together with further
environmental and engineering studies, will help
determine a preferred route corridor within
which the pipeline could be built.
You can fill in a feedback form at the
exhibition or download one from our website.
Further consultation will be carried out at a later
date to ask for your views on the precise route of
the pipeline.
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Appendix 16
Copy of individual route corridor options maps

Route corridor option 1
This map shows Route Corridor
1 within which the replacement
pipeline could be built.
The route is 10km long and runs between the
existing above ground installations (AGIs) near Paull,
on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the
south bank.

Route Corridor
Potential Laydown Area
Above Ground Installation (AGI)

What are Above Ground Installations?
Above Ground Installations (AGIs) are required at
intervals along a pipeline to enable maintenance,
third party connections and ensure the efficient
operation of the pipeline. They include valves and
essential support equipment.

Route Corridors
The corridor is approximately 1km wide to allow for
environmental and engineering considerations in
determining the precise route of the pipeline.

1

Goxhill AGI site

2

Paull AGI site

You can find out more about how we have identified
the route corridor options in the draft Route Corridor
Investigation Study, available on our website.
Construction techniques
We are also consulting on two potential construction
techniques for the pipeline – by tunnel or trench.
For route corridor 1, the tunnel would be 5km
long. The trench would be 3km long across the river.
Laydown areas
Also shown are potential ‘laydown’ areas for
construction work. These would be similar to the
facilities set up on many construction projects and
would provide areas for staff, machinery, storage
and specialist activity. A laydown area would be
required on either side of the river.

Have your say

2

1

Our plans are still at an early stage. We would
like your views on the route corridor options we
have identified. We would also like your views on
the potential construction techniques.
Your comments, together with further
environmental and engineering studies, will help
determine a preferred route corridor within
which the pipeline could be built.
You can fill in a feedback form at the
exhibition or download one from our website.
Further consultation will be carried out at a later
date to ask for your views on the precise route of
the pipeline.

NG RHP A3 MAP_ROUTES 1-5_V12.indd 1

26/11/2012 16:15

Route corridor option 2
This map shows Route Corridor
2 within which the replacement
pipeline could be built.
The route is 7km long and runs between the existing
above ground installations (AGIs) near Paull, on
the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the
south bank.

Route Corridor
Potential Laydown Area
Above Ground Installation (AGI)

What are Above Ground Installations?
Above Ground Installations (AGIs) are required at
intervals along a pipeline to enable maintenance,
third party connections and ensure the efficient
operation of the pipeline. They include valves and
essential support equipment.

Route Corridors
The corridor is approximately 1km wide to allow for
environmental and engineering considerations in
determining the precise route of the pipeline.

1

Goxhill AGI site

2

Paull AGI site

You can find out more about how we have identified
the route corridor options in the draft Route Corridor
Investigation Study, available on our website.
Construction techniques
We are also consulting on two potential construction
techniques for the pipeline – by tunnel or trench.
For route corridor 2, the tunnel would be 4km
long. The trench would be 3km long across the river.
Laydown areas
Also shown are potential ‘laydown’ areas for
construction work. These would be similar to the
facilities set up on many construction projects and
would provide areas for staff, machinery, storage
and specialist activity. A laydown area would be
required on either side of the river.

Have your say

2

1

Our plans are still at an early stage. We would
like your views on the route corridor options we
have identified. We would also like your views on
the potential construction techniques.
Your comments, together with further
environmental and engineering studies, will help
determine a preferred route corridor within
which the pipeline could be built.
You can fill in a feedback form at the
exhibition or download one from our website.
Further consultation will be carried out at a later
date to ask for your views on the precise route of
the pipeline.
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Route corridor option 3
This map shows Route Corridor
3 within which the replacement
pipeline could be built.
The route is 9km long and runs between the existing
above ground installations (AGIs) near Paull, on
the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the
south bank.

Route Corridor
Potential Laydown Area
Above Ground Installation (AGI)

What are Above Ground Installations?
Above Ground Installations (AGIs) are required at
intervals along a pipeline to enable maintenance,
third party connections and ensure the efficient
operation of the pipeline. They include valves and
essential support equipment.

Route Corridors
The corridor is approximately 1km wide to allow for
environmental and engineering considerations in
determining the precise route of the pipeline.

1

Goxhill AGI site

2

Paull AGI site

You can find out more about how we have identified
the route corridor options in the draft Route Corridor
Investigation Study, available on our website.
Construction techniques
We are also consulting on two potential construction
techniques for the pipeline – by tunnel or trench.
For route corridor 3, the tunnel would be 5km
long. The trench would be 3km long across the river.
Laydown areas
Also shown are potential ‘laydown’ areas for
construction work. These would be similar to the
facilities set up on many construction projects and
would provide areas for staff, machinery, storage
and specialist activity. A laydown area would be
required on either side of the river.

Have your say

2

1

Our plans are still at an early stage. We would
like your views on the route corridor options we
have identified. We would also like your views on
the potential construction techniques.
Your comments, together with further
environmental and engineering studies, will help
determine a preferred route corridor within
which the pipeline could be built.
You can fill in a feedback form at the
exhibition or download one from our website.
Further consultation will be carried out at a later
date to ask for your views on the precise route of
the pipeline.

NG RHP A3 MAP_ROUTES 1-5_V12.indd 3

26/11/2012 16:15

Route corridor option 4
This map shows Route Corridor
4 within which the replacement
pipeline could be built.
The route is 11km long and runs between the
existing above ground installations (AGIs) near Paull,
on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the
south bank.

Route Corridor
Potential Laydown Area
Above Ground Installation (AGI)

What are Above Ground Installations?
Above Ground Installations (AGIs) are required at
intervals along a pipeline to enable maintenance,
third party connections and ensure the efficient
operation of the pipeline. They include valves and
essential support equipment.

Route Corridors
The corridor is approximately 1km wide to allow for
environmental and engineering considerations in
determining the precise route of the pipeline.

1

Goxhill AGI site

2

Paull AGI site

You can find out more about how we have identified
the route corridor options in the draft Route Corridor
Investigation Study, available on our website.
Construction techniques
We are also consulting on two potential construction
techniques for the pipeline – by tunnel or trench.
For route corridor 4, the tunnel would be 6km
long. The trench would be 3km long across the river.
Laydown areas
Also shown are potential ‘laydown’ areas for
construction work. These would be similar to the
facilities set up on many construction projects and
would provide areas for staff, machinery, storage
and specialist activity. A laydown area would be
required on either side of the river.

Have your say

2

1

Our plans are still at an early stage. We would
like your views on the route corridor options we
have identified. We would also like your views on
the potential construction techniques.
Your comments, together with further
environmental and engineering studies, will help
determine a preferred route corridor within
which the pipeline could be built.
You can fill in a feedback form at the
exhibition or download one from our website.
Further consultation will be carried out at a later
date to ask for your views on the precise route of
the pipeline.
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Route corridor option 5
This map shows Route Corridor
5 within which the replacement
pipeline could be built.
The route is 13km long and runs between the
existing above ground installations (AGIs) near Paull,
on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the
south bank.

Route Corridor
Potential Laydown Area
Above Ground Installation (AGI)

What are Above Ground Installations?
Above Ground Installations (AGIs) are required at
intervals along a pipeline to enable maintenance,
third party connections and ensure the efficient
operation of the pipeline. They include valves and
essential support equipment.

Route Corridors
The corridor is approximately 1km wide to allow for
environmental and engineering considerations in
determining the precise route of the pipeline.

1

Goxhill AGI site

2

Paull AGI site

You can find out more about how we have identified
the route corridor options in the draft Route Corridor
Investigation Study, available on our website.
Construction techniques
We are also consulting on two potential construction
techniques for the pipeline – by tunnel or trench.
For route corridor 5, the tunnel would be 5km
long. The trench would be 3km long across the river.
Laydown areas
Also shown are potential ‘laydown’ areas for
construction work. These would be similar to the
facilities set up on many construction projects and
would provide areas for staff, machinery, storage
and specialist activity. A laydown area would be
required on either side of the river.

Have your say

2

1

Our plans are still at an early stage. We would
like your views on the route corridor options we
have identified. We would also like your views on
the potential construction techniques.
Your comments, together with further
environmental and engineering studies, will help
determine a preferred route corridor within
which the pipeline could be built.
You can fill in a feedback form at the
exhibition or download one from our website.
Further consultation will be carried out at a later
date to ask for your views on the precise route of
the pipeline.
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Copy of construction factsheet

factsheet
Construction techniques

For all our construction projects,
we are committed to minimising
the effect on local communities
and the environment.

We will work closely with local communities and other
stakeholders as we progress our proposals to ensure
the environment is protected. For example, specialists will
be employed to carry out detailed studies of the local
ecology as part of the process to determine the route of
the new pipeline.

At this stage, we are looking at options for building the
pipeline in a new tunnel beneath the River Humber or
within a new trench across the river bed.

Were the project to be granted consent, appropriate
mitigation would be implemented to ensure potential effects
are avoided or minimised. This would include considerate
design and careful restoration of landscape and habitats
following construction.

The pipleline would be between 7-13km long, depending
on the depending on the final route identified following
public consultation.
Between 4-6km could be tunnelled, depending on
the final route. The river crossing by trench would be
3km long.

Minimising the effect on the River Humber
and its users

A final decision will be made following consultation with
local communities and further environmental and
engineering studies.

We have worked closely with a number of stakeholders,
including the Environment Agency, Natural England and
Associated British Ports (the Harbour Authority for the
River Humber) to minimise any effects on the marine
environment and commercial and leisure users of the
river. We will continue to engage with local communities
and stakeholders as we progress our plans.

Protecting the environment
We recognise the international importance of the River
Humber as an environmental conservation area and will
work to ensure any potential environmental effects are
avoided or minimised.
Ecology, archaeology, and other environmental factors are
important considerations when planning a pipeline route
and great care has been taken to consider these issues in
the design of this project.
A new pipeline beneath the River Humber presents
the least potential for disruption to the local environment,
resulting in fewer overall impacts when compared with
much longer alternative options that avoid the River Humber.
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Have your say
Our plans are still at an early stage. The feedback we
receive from local communities and stakeholders will be
considered as we progress our plans and there will be
further consultation on the project in the future. All of our
contact details can be found on the back page.
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For further information about the project, please visit www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline

We take great care to
minimise the potential impact
of our construction projects.

At this stage, we would like any information and insight
that might help inform the decision over which
construction technique to use.
A decision as to which side of the river construction
would commence will be made at a later stage,
following further consultation and environmental and
engineering studies.

How we construct a tunnel
Shaft construction
	Shafts at least 30 metres deep are built on either
side of the river.
	These can be vertical or sloped, depending on
geological and engineering considerations.

Tunnel boring
	A tunnel bore machine digs the tunnel
beneath the river.
	This can bore through anything from hard
rock to sand.

Concrete lining
	The tunnel is lined with concrete segments as it
is dug.
	The excavated material is transported for use or
disposal away from the site. We are investigating
options for its reuse.

String fabrication and pipeline pulling
	The pipeline is pulled through the tunnel from the
surface in ‘strings’ – long, welded sections of
pipe assembled on-site on one side of the river.
	Once complete, the tunnel shafts are filled and
the land reinstated as close to its original
condition as practical.
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Environmental assessment
At a later stage of this project, we will carry out further
detailed ‘on the ground’ environmental studies and
assessment. This will assess a wide range of
environmental issues including ecology, archaeology,
noise and vibration, water resources and landscape and
visual aspects. This will be considered as part of any
future planning application.

How we construct a trench
Dredging activity
	A dredger digs a trench across the river. The trench
would be approximately 4 metres deep, to provide up
to 2 metres of cover over the pipe.
	Dredged material could be retained for later reinstatement
over the pipeline. Once complete, maintenance dredging
would continue until the pipeline is laid.
	We are investigating the most suitable excavation
techniques to minimise potential effects on the river
and its users.

Cofferdam construction
	Cofferdams are built on either side of the river.
	These are excavations with a sloping base
and sides supported by solid retaining walls.

String fabrication and pipeline pulling
	The pipe is pulled through the trench in ‘strings’,
in the same way as for a tunnel.
	Once complete, cofferdams are filled and the
land reinstated as close to its original condition
as practical.
The trench is filled in with excavated material and
also naturally fills in over time through the action of
the river currents.
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For further information about the project, please visit www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline
Boundary fences

A short distance of onshore
pipeline may be required on
Stored topsoil
either side of the river in order to connect to the existing
Boundary fences
above ground installations
near to Paull and Goxhill. This will
Stored topsoil
depend on the final route of the pipeline.

All land will be fully reinstated as close to its original
condition as practical. More information will be available
through further consultation in the future.

Boundary fences
Working
width
Stored
topsoil

How we construct a pipeline
Boundary fences
Working width
Stored topsoil

Preperation of the working width

Boundary fences
Working width
Stored topsoil

Pipe section

	Pegging out centre line
	Fencing off working width
	Securing public rights
of way
	Pre-construction drainage

Working width

Pipe support
Pipe section

Working width

	River bridging/fluming
	Top soil stripping
and storage
	Clearing field boundaries

Pipe support

Pipe delivery, stringing, bending, welding,
testing and coating

Pipe section

Pipe support

Pipe section

Pipe support
Head layer storage
Pipe section
Subsoil
storage
Running track

	Pipe delivery and movement down pipeline spread
	Placement on supports
	Welding
	Protective coating

Pipe support
Head layer storage
Subsoil storage
Running track
Head layer storage
Subsoil storage
Running track

Head layer storage
Subsoil storage
Running track

Trench excavation
	Trench digging
	Head layer storage
	Subsoil storage
	Drains cut and marked for later reinstatement

Head layer storage
Subsoil storage
Running track

Pipelaying
	Welded sections of pipe are lowered into trench
	Original subsoil replaced in trench
	Replace head layer

Backfilling and reinstatement
	Grade subsoil to match original contours
	Post-construction drainage
	Topsoil replaced
	Field boundaries replaced

How to contact us
i

Information about the project
and this consultation can be
found on our website and there
are a number of ways you can
contact us.
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Online:
www.nationalgrid.com/
riverhumberpipeline

Write to: FREEPOST NATIONAL
GRID R H PIPELINE PROJECT

Email:
nationalgrid@
riverhumberpipeline.com

For consultation information
only call freephone 0800 988 9144
Lines are open 9.00am – 5.00pm
Monday – Friday

26/11/2012 16:26

Appendix 18
Copy of feedback form

Feedback Form
River Humber pipeline replacement project

December 2012

Please use this form to give us your views, comments and insights on our proposals to replace
the existing pipeline under the River Humber with a new pipeline between the existing above
ground installations near to Paull, on the north side of the river, and Goxhill, on the south side.
Details of the project can be viewed at one of our exhibitions or on our website at
www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline
At this stage, we would like:

How we will use your feedback:

Your views on the proposed route corridor options
within which the pipeline could be built
Any information and insights you may have about
potential issues or constraints that would help us
assess the suitability of the route corridor options
Any information and insights that should be
considered as part of the assessment of the proposed
construction techniques
Any other comments you may have

This project is at an early stage and your comments will
be considered to help shape our proposals as we
progress. At this stage, the information you provide will
be considered as part of the process to determine the
preferred route corridor within which the pipeline could
be built and our assessment of the potential construction
techniques. There will be further opportunities to
comment on our plans as they develop in the future.
Please post your completed form in the feedback
box at one of our events or send it to FREEPOST
NATIONAL GRID R H PIPELINE PROJECT.

SECTION A – About you

Please provide your name to ensure your response is included.

Title:

Name:		

Surname:

Are you responding on behalf of an organisation?
Yes

No

If yes, which organisation:

Address:

				

Postcode:

E-mail:
Event attended (if applicable):
Date (of completing this form):

The first stage of public consultation runs until 21 January 2013. Please submit your comments
during this time. Only written feedback can be considered as part of the consultation.
Data Privacy Notice
National Grid is committed to respecting your privacy and to complying with all applicable data protection and privacy laws.
Your information may be disclosed to or shared with the following:
other National Grid Group companies;
third party service providers, contractors, or advisors who provide services to us; and
the Planning Inspectorate, and any relevant Local Planning Authority (LPA)

NG RHP A4 4PP FEEDBACK FORM V08.indd 1
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SECTION B – Route corridor options
Please fill in one or more of the boxes below that you feel are relevant to you.
Goxhill
Q1. Do you have any specific comments on the proposed route corridor options 1-5, in relation to the
south side of the Humber? (Please indicate which corridor your comments relate to, if appropriate)

Paull
Q2. Do you have any specific comments on the proposed route corridor options 1-5 in relation to the
north side of the Humber? (Please indicate which corridor your comments relate to, if appropriate)
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SECTION c – Important issues
National Grid considers a wide range of issues to help identify potential route corridors, including
those listed below:
A. Avoiding populated areas / proximity to property
B. Avoiding sensitive areas (such as areas of environmental, historical or archaeological significance)
C. Minimising visual impact on the landscape
D. Minimising physical impact on the landscape (from construction work)
E. Minimising any impact on plant and animal habitats
F. Minimising the impact on traffic (on the local road network during the construction of the project)
G. Minimising the effect on the local community and economy (by considering the impact of construction)
H. Delivering an efficient construction project to limit waste and transport needs, and make best use of
materials
I.

Minimising greenhouse gas emissions (in the construction phase through choice of materials and
construction methods)

Q3. Do you have any comments on the above important issues? (including any other issues that should
be used to inform the selection of the preferred route corridor)
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SECTION D – Construction

Q4. Do you have any information and insights that should be considered as part of the assessment of
the construction options (tunnel or trench)?

SECTION E – Further comments

Q5. Do you have any further comments?

How to get in touch
i

Information about the project and
this consultation can be found on
our website and there are a number
of ways you can contact us.
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Online:
www.nationalgrid.com/
riverhumberpipeline

Write to:
FREEPOST NATIONAL GRID
R H PIPELINE PROJECT

Email:
nationalgrid@
riverhumberpipeline.com

For consultation information only
call freephone 0800 988 9144
Lines are open 9.00am – 5.00pm
Monday – Friday
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Appendix 19
Keep in touch business card

Keep in touch
River Humber Pipeline Replacement Project
Online: www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline
Email: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com
Post: FREEPOST NATIONAL GRID R H PIPELINE PROJECT
Freephone: 0800 988 9144
Lines are open 9.00am – 5.00pm Monday – Friday

Securing our energy supply for future generations.

Appendix 20
Template of feedback log

Feedback log template
Respondents’ feedback was recorded verbatim by the project community consultation company
(Camargue). The feedback was recorded in a feedback log, which took the form of a spreadsheet.
The feedback was recorded under headings that mirrored those on the feedback form that was
provided as part of the consultation. In addition to the respondents’ feedback being recorded,
Camargue also recorded the personal details (address etc.) they had provided.
Information was recorded on the feedback log under the following headings:
Heading
Internal document reference
Title
Name
Surname
Organisation (if applicable)
Address one
Address two
Address three
Address four
Post code
Email address
Event attended (if applicable)
Date of response
Comments on the proposed route corridor options 1-5, in relation to the south side of the
Humber
Comments on the proposed route corridor options 1-5 in relation to the north side of the
Humber
Comments on the important issues listed in the feedback form (including any other issues
that should be used to inform the selection of the preferred route corridor)
Information and insights that should be considered as part of the assessment of the
construction options (tunnel or trench)
Any further comments
External document reference number

Appendix 2
Stage 1 Consultation Strategy

River Humber pipeline
Replacement project
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SECTION 1: PROJECT INFORMATION
1

INTRODUCTION

1.1.1

This document contains National Grid’s Consultation Strategy in relation to its
proposals to replace the existing high pressure natural gas transmission pipeline
(hereafter referred to as the River Humber pipeline) across the River Humber
between the existing Above Ground Installations (AGIs) at Paull, to the north of
the River Humber, and Goxhill, to the south of the River Humber.

2

BACKGROUND TO NATIONAL GRID

2.1.1

National Grid owns and operates the high pressure National Transmission
System (NTS) for natural gas throughout Great Britain and owns and operates a
significant gas distribution network throughout the heart of England.

2.1.2

National Grid's natural gas pipelines are divided into two categories: highpressure, larger-diameter transmission pipelines and lower-pressure distribution
mains. The high-pressure transmission pipelines transport gas from import
terminals to major centres of population and some large industrial users, such as
power stations. These pipelines, known as the National Transmission System
(NTS), perform a similar function to the motorways on Britain's road network.

2.1.3

National Grid is committed to involving stakeholders and communities effectively
in the development of this project by listening and taking into account the views
and opinions expressed. How we set out to meet environmental responsibilities,
including our commitment to carrying out early consultation about major project
proposals, is explained in our Stakeholder, Community and Amenity Policy
(Appendix 1).

3

THE PROJECT

3.1

PROJECT BACKGROUND

3.1.1

The River Humber pipeline is a strategic gas pipeline which runs under the River
Humber. It is one of the most important pipelines in the country because it
connects the major import location for gas at Easington, on the East Yorkshire
coast, to a compressor facility at Hatton, in Lincolnshire and, in turn, into the wider
transmission delivering gas supplies to millions of customers throughout the UK.

3.1.2

The River Humber pipeline is 5 kilometres (km) long, running between Paull and
Goxhill Above Ground Installations (AGIs), and includes a 3km crossing of the
Humber Estuary. The pipeline regularly transports between 70 and 100 million
cubic metres of gas per day.
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3.1.3

Commissioned in 1984, the pipeline crossing was laid in a trench in the boulder
clay excavated by a cutter dredger vessel. The trench was allowed to backfill
naturally by the tidal flow changes of the river, with some clay backfill close to the
northern side. The trench width was up to a maximum of 30 metres (m). This was
determined by recent soil sample surveys, completed during March 2010.

3.2

PROJECT NEED CASE

3.2.1

A Need Case has been produced which explains in detail the current capacity of
the River Humber pipeline and the reasons why a replacement pipeline is required
(National Grid, 2011). The following text summarises this document.

3.2.2

The riverbed in the Humber Estuary is extremely mobile with strong tidal currents
of up to four knots across the River Humber pipeline. The estuary handles 20 per
cent of the UK’s runoff via the River Trent and River Ouse. With this in mind, the
pipeline crossing requires close monitoring through ongoing comprehensive
surveys, including measuring the burial depth of the pipeline and the condition of
the river bed. Annual surveys have been completed as far back as the 1980’s.

3.2.3

National Grid has been aware of seabed erosion in the Humber Estuary since the
late 1990’s. This has been managed successfully up to this point through
remediation work as required over an adjacent pipeline (approximately 500m
upstream of the River Humber pipeline).

3.2.4

There were no concerns for erosion over the River Humber pipeline until 2009,
when the latest survey highlighted seabed erosion in the vicinity of both pipelines.

3.2.5

Following analysis of the survey data, the adjacent pipeline was isolated by the
closure of valves at Paull and Skitter AGIs, on either side of the Humber Estuary.
(Skitter AGI is located on the south side of the Humber Estuary, approximately
1km from the Goxhill AGI). The impact on the wider NTS was managed with
minimal disruption to third party supplies.

3.2.6

The annual surveys have shown that sediment above the River Humber pipeline
has deteriorated from a minimum depth of burial of 0.7m in September 2008, to a
40m exposed section in December 2009. The frequency of the surveys was
subsequently increased. The survey in June 2010 indicated four exposed
sections over the River Humber pipeline.

3.2.7

In response, National Grid developed a solution for securing the pipeline within the
river bed. This was developed in consultation with Associated British Ports (ABP)
as the authority for the Port of Hull, and the Crown Estate (as the authority for the
river bed and estuary) alongside other stakeholders. Final approval was given by
the Marine Management Organisation in the form of a licence to complete the
remediation solution.

3.2.8

This solution involved remedial works to protect the pipeline on the riverbed by
infilling the scoured areas with gravel filled bags and the placement of 1391
concrete ‘frond mattresses’ over the top. These mattresses incorporated plastic
fronds to mimic seaweed and encourage the settlement of sand and silt, thus
increasing the protection to the pipeline.
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3.2.9

Current surveys (January 2012) confirm no exposed or free spanning sections of
the River Humber pipeline. In addition, the frond mattresses have encouraged
sand and silt to settle with indications of up to a 0.5m increase in depth over the
pipeline. However, this method of remedial work is only considered to be a
relatively short term solution.

3.2.10

This evaluation is supported by a report completed by Associated British Ports,
Marine Environmental Research (ABP Mer 2010). Key extracts from the ABP Mer
report are shown as follows:

3.2.11

“The key morphological feature of direct significance for the stability of the...
pipelines is the main channel where depths have been shown to vary by several
metres over time. It would appear that when the pipelines were installed (between
1973 and 1984), bed levels were up to 4m higher than at present. Over the past
10 years there has been progressively increased exposure of [the pipelines].”

3.2.12

“...the situation for the pipelines can be expected to improve by 2040 (i.e. over the
next 30 years) due to potential for increased accretion within the main channel
over this period, although several years of further erosional stress are likely before
accretion occurs in the vicinity of the pipelines. To safeguard their structural
integrity, [the River Humber pipeline] would therefore require ongoing
maintenance (remedial works) and monitoring for at least the next 30 years.”

3.2.13

With the current information provided by the ABP Mer report and the experiences
with the adjacent pipeline, the need to pursue a replacement of the River Humber
pipeline is clear. Solely waiting to see what happens with the completed remedial
work is not acceptable due to the importance of this pipeline.

3.3

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

3.3.1

At this stage, National Grid is working on the basis that the proposed development
would require an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), and as such the
application would be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate under the Planning
Act 2008 and be accompanied by an Environmental Statement. A final decision
will be made subsequent to the EIA screening process, anticipated to take place in
spring 2013. This will be after the Stage 1 Consultation outlined in this strategy. If
the project is deemed not to require an EIA, an Environmental Report and
supporting information will be submitted to the respective local planning authorities
to agree that the work constitutes Permitted Development.

3.3.2

If it is considered that the development could have a significant impact on the
environment, then we anticipate that in 2015 we will be applying for a
Development Consent Order for the replacement pipeline, including any
modifications to the existing AGIs at Paull and Goxhill necessary to manage,
maintain and support the safety of the system.

3.3.3

Before an EIA is commenced National Grid has developed several route corridor
options for the pipeline between Paull and Goxhill AGIs. These route corridor
options are now subject to detailed consultation.
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3.3.4

Route corridor options are approximately 1km wide, which is considered
sufficiently broad enough to make allowances for technical routeing issues within
each corridor. There are five route corridor options, each starting/ending at the
existing AGIs located near to Paull, on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill,
on the south bank. Route corridor options are shown in Appendix 3.

3.3.5

Route option one travels approximately 1.5km northwest of the Paull AGI before
crossing the river to a point approximately 1km inland on the south bank and
turning south east for approximately 2km to the Goxhill AGI. Route option two
crosses the River Humber directly between the existing AGIs. Route option three
travels directly from the Paull AGI to a point approximately 1.5km inland, south
east of the Goxhill AGI, before turning to go approximately 2km north to the AGI.
Route option four travels approximately 1.5km southeast of the Paull AGI,
crossing the river to a point approximately 2km inland, to the north of East Halton,
before turning to go approximately 3km north to the AGI, following the same route
as option three. Option five follows the route of option four but continues to a point
approximately 2.5km southeast of the Paull AGI before crossing the river to a point
approximately 1.5km inland, northeast of East Halton, and then turns north for
approximately 4km, following the same route as for options three and four.

4

PURPOSE OF THE CONSULTATION STRATEGY

4.1.1

Whilst our proposals are still at an early stage in their development, we would like
to hear the views of communities and interested parties in the vicinity of the project
and use their feedback to shape the further development of our proposals.

4.1.2

This strategy has been prepared to set out how we propose to consult
communities and interested parties during the Stage One Consultation of the
project on the proposed route corridors for the pipeline.

4.1.3

As our proposals evolve and develop, there will be further opportunities for local
communities and interested parties in the area to find out more about the project
and give their views. The main consultation stages and a provisional timetable are
described below.

4.2

Stage One Consultation (November - December 2012)

4.2.1

We will invite the views of local communities and interested parties located in the
vicinity of the proposed works about the broad route corridors that National Grid
has identified to route the proposed pipeline.

4.2.2

At this stage we will also explain how comments will be taken into account, how
we envisage taking forward the development of the proposal, when we anticipate
reaching a decision on our preferred option and the anticipated further
consultations and timescales.
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4.3

Stage Two Consultation (anticipated: Spring 2014)

4.3.1

Once views on the route corridor options have been taken into account and a
preferred option has been decided upon, we will develop route alignments for the
proposed pipeline within the preferred route corridor and undertake an EIA.

4.3.2

At this stage we will publish a Statement of Community Consultation (SOCC) to
set out how we propose to carry out consultation on the route alignments. The
SOCC will be prepared in consultation East Riding of Yorkshire Council and North
Lincolnshire Council and take into account their comments. It will be informed by
relevant government guidance, specifically the Department of Communities and
Local Government’s “Planning Act 2008 - Guidance on pre-application
consultation”, each relevant local authority’s Statement of Community Involvement
(SCI) and our own policy and experience of the area.

4.3.3

We will then carry out further consultation with local communities and interested
parties living in the vicinity of the more precise alignment options which will include
preliminary environmental information gathered as part of the EIA. A final choice
on our preferred route alignment will only be taken after feedback obtained at this
stage has been taken into account.

4.4

Provisional timetable

4.4.1

The timetable set out below is our current estimate of the project programme and
may be subject to change as we progress.
November 2012

Publication of Consultation Strategy

December 2012
– January 2013

Stage One Consultation on Route Corridor Options

Spring 2014

Stage Two Consultation on Route Alignment and Preliminary
Environmental Information

Spring 2015

Submit application for development consent

4.5

Consultation Zone

4.5.1

For the purpose of the consultation, we have defined a single geographic
Consultation Zone. The Zone extends at least 500 metres either side of the
pipeline route corridor options or at least 500 meters around the existing AGIs.
The zone boundary has been drawn at 500 metres either side of the corridor
options to ensure that all those properties on, and within the immediate vicinity of,
the route corridors are covered. Properties within the Consultation Zone will be
contacted by letter with a project summary and details of planned public
exhibitions in addition to being covered by the more general communications
outlined in Section 5. Parish councils whose boundaries fall fully or in part within
the Consultation Zone will be contacted by letter to brief them on the plans and
publicise the public exhibitions as outlined in Section 5. Properties within those
villages in the immediate vicinity of the Zone will also be contacted by letter. This
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includes the villages of Paull and Thorngumbald (on the north side) and East
Halton and Goxhill (on the south side).

5

HOW ARE WE
PARTICIPATE?

CONSULTING

AND

HOW

CAN

YOU

5.1

Consultation with people living in the vicinity of our proposals

5.1.1

Throughout the public consultation process, we will be inviting communities and
interested parties to view, discuss and comment on the development of our
proposals and the project team will be contactable in a number of different ways.
We will endeavour to ensure that public consultation is effective and that all
members of the community have the opportunity to express their views. We will
endeavour to provide clear and concise information about the project and its
impacts throughout the pre-application consultation process to enable constructive
discussion to take place.

5.1.2

We have identified the following ways in which the public can express their views.
These will evolve during the consultation process and will be tailored to the needs
of each of the project development stages leading up to the submission of our
application for development consent.

Online
5.1.3

A project website will provide information about the proposed development.
Documents, including the Consultation Strategy, National Grid policy guidance
documents and other relevant technical documents will be available to download.
The website will also allow for online consultation by including a dedicated area for
registering views and comments. The website will be regularly updated to reflect
the later phases of consultation.

5.1.4

The project website address is www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline

Post, email and telephone
5.1.5

Members of the public will be able to provide feedback in writing to a dedicated
freepost address or via email. A dedicated project freephone number will also be
set up for information relating to the consultation programme. All contact details
will be advertised online, in public notices and local press advertisements, and at
public exhibitions.

5.1.6

Members of the public will be able to provide feedback online or in writing as part
of the consultation up to Monday 21 January 2013.

Inspection Copies
5.1.7

Inspection copies of the route corridor study, the strategic options report and the
consultation strategy will be made available to the following locations, which are
open during the opening hours indicated:
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Locations include:


Barton Local Link, Providence House, Holydyke, Barton Upon Humber, DN18
5PR (Opening times: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9.30am-4.30pm;
Wednesday, Friday 9.30am-4pm)



Hedon Customer Serivce Centre, 2 New Road Hedon HU12 8EN (Opening
times: Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm)



Goxhill Library, The Parish Room, Howe Lane, Goxhill, DN19 7HS (Opening
times: Monday 3.30pm-7pm; Wednesday 2pm-5pm; Friday 3.30pm-7pm)



Thorngumbald Travelling Library (Opening times: Monday, 9.30am 12.00noon (Willinghams Garage); 12.30 - 7.30pm (Village Hall Car Park))

Public Exhibitions
5.1.8

Open exhibitions where people will be able to view our proposals, talk to our
project team representatives and record their comments will be held at suitable
publicly accessible venues at either end of the proposed pipeline on the northern
and southern sides of the River Humber.

5.1.9

National Grid is planning to hold exhibitions at two venues on either side of the
River Humber, in proximity to the existing AGIs at Paull and Goxhill. People will be
informed about the venues and dates through a range of communication channels
including advertisements in a number of local newspapers, via our website, by
direct communications and project updates.

5.1.10

The locations for these exhibitions are detailed below:


East Halton Village Hall, Townside, East Halton DN40 3NS



Goxhill Memorial Hall, Chapel Street, Goxhill DN19 7TQ



Paull Village, Main Street, Paull, Nr. Hull, E. Yorkshire, HU12 8AW (to be held
in a National Grid mobile exhibition vehicle due to ongoing construction of the
village hall)

5.1.11

Feedback forms will be available at the exhibitions for members of the public to
record their comments. These can then be deposited in a ballot box at the
exhibition and/or sent back to us separately via the freepost address.

5.2

Parish and Town Council Briefings

5.2.1

Before the public consultation, we will contact Parish and Town Councils in the
vicinity of the proposed works to invite them to the public exhibitions and also offer
to brief them directly.

5.3

Other Relevant Stakeholders

5.3.1

Where invited, and where possible, we will attend meetings of relevant existing
public stakeholder groups affected by our proposals. This may include community
interest
groups,
area
panels,
amenity/area
focused
groups
and
resident/neighbourhood groups.
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5.3.2

National Grid also recognises that in addition to the public, there is a distinct set of
stakeholders that should be consulted about the project (e.g. port authorities).

5.3.3

The following groups will be contacted directly as part of the Stage One
Consultation with details of the consultation and public exhibitions:




































Able UK
Associated British Ports
British Chamber of Shipping
British Marine Federation
British Ports Association
Confederation of British Industry Yorkshire and Humber
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
East Riding Coastal Forum
East Riding of Yorkshire Partnership
English Heritage
Environment Agency
Friends of the Earth (Hull)
Green Port Hull
Hull and Goole Port Authority
Hull and Humber Chamber of Commerce
Hull and Humber Chamber of Commerce, Industry & Shipping
Humber Estuary Management Scheme
Humber Industry Nature Conservation Association
Humber Local Enterprise Partnership
Planning Inspectorate
Institute of Estuarine and Coastal Studies
Joint Nature Conservation Committee
Kingfisher Bulletin Seafish Industry Authority
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust
Marine Management Organisation
National Trust (Yorkshire & North East)
National Trust, Yorkshire, Teesside, N Lincolnshire
Natural England
P&O Ferries
RSPB - East Yorkshire Local Group
Team Humber Marine Alliance
The Crown Estate
The Maritime and Coastguard Agency
UK Major Ports Group
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust
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5.4

Other Stakeholder Briefings

5.4.1

Briefings with other political and non-statutory consultees such as Members of
Parliament and Leaders of relevant local authorities will take place before, during
and after the consultation period. Where briefings have been unable to take
place, detailed information will be sent.

5.5

Specific consultation approaches

5.5.1

Where, through consultation with the public and/or local authorities, other bodies
with a potential interest in our proposals are identified, such as local schools or
groups, we will consider how best to make contact with and engage them in our
consultations.

5.6

Publicity & advertising

5.6.1

For the Stage One consultation, a project brief together with consultation venues
and dates will be publicised over at least two successive weeks in the following
local and regional newspapers:




Hull Advertiser
Hull Daily Mail
Grimsby Telegraph

5.6.2

In addition, adverts will be sent to local libraries and any other relevant places of
interest.

5.7

Project Update

5.7.1

Between now and the submission for Development Consent, project updates will
be produced as appropriate. These will be distributed as appropriate to residents
and community groups in the vicinity of the pipeline options, by e-mail to those
registering for further communications on our website and to Parish and Town
Councils that wish to receive them. Copies will be made available on our website
and provided on request by our project team.

5.8

Statutory Consultations

5.8.1

These public consultations form an important part of our wider project-related
consultations. There are consultations taking place throughout the pre-application
process with a wide range of statutory and non-statutory organisations such as
relevant local authorities, the Environment Agency, Natural England, and English
Heritage. Consultations with landowners, occupiers and persons with an interest
in the land will also take place, as required.

5.8.2

National Grid will consult with East Riding of Yorkshire Council and North
Lincolnshire Council on the approach to the consultation strategy. Their
comments will inform this document and National Grid’s consultation programme.
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6

NEXT STEPS

6.1.1

Written feedback and comments made at all stages of the consultation process
will be recorded and taken into account to develop and shape the proposed
development.

6.1.2

How feedback and comments have been taken into account will be explained in a
number of ways and at subsequent public consultations. Where appropriate,
responses will be provided by direct communications, local meetings and media
and project updates.

6.1.3

Ultimately, how feedback and comments received have shaped and influenced our
proposals will be reported in a Consultation Report, which will accompany our
application for Development Consent. The application for development consent
will be publicised and the Consultation Report and the Environmental Statement
(or a summary as appropriate) will be made available on our website and at
inspection locations.

6.1.4

We anticipate taking a decision about which option to take forward in 2013,
establishing which option will ultimately form the Development Consent
application.

6.1.5

During 2014, it is anticipated that consultation will take place on the preliminary
environmental information (PEI) that informs the preparation of the Environmental
Statement. The issues that would be considered as part of the Environmental
Impact Assessment (known as the scope) will be discussed in a series of scoping
meetings with the local authorities and organisations such as Natural England.

6.1.6

Presently, we anticipate that an application for Development Consent would be
ready for submission around spring 2015.

7

CONSULTATIONS BEING UNDERTAKEN BY OTHERS IN THE
AREA

7.1.1

National Grid recently undertook the second round of public consultation on
proposals for a carbon capture, transportation and storage (CCS) pipeline to
transport carbon dioxide captured from the proposed Don Valley Power Project at
Stainforth, near Doncaster, to a point at the coast near Barmston and then
offshore to be stored in a suitable storage site beneath the North Sea seabed.

7.1.2

Although the Consultation Zone for the CCS project is approximately 30km north
of the River Humber pipeline, National Grid is mindful of the potential overlap with
stakeholders and members of the public in East Riding of Yorkshire. We will
ensure that the timing and content of our River Humber pipeline replacement
project consultations has due regard to the ongoing CCS project, seeks to avoid
confusion and seeks to minimise the risk of inconvenience to consultees.

7.1.3

At present, we are not aware of any other organisations likely to be carrying out
related consultations that may have a bearing on our plans.
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8

FURTHER INFORMATION

8.1.1

For further information about National Grid and/or our plans for the project, please
contact the project team via email (nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com), via
our website (www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline) or via post at: Freepost
National Grid R H Pipeline Project.
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SECTION 2: STAGE 1 CONSULTATION ADVERT
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SECTION 3: APPENDICES
Appendix 1

National Grid’s Stakeholder, Community & Amenity Policy
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Appendix 2

Route corridor options
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Consultation zone

Page 22 of 22

Appendix	
  3	
  
A	
  table	
  of	
  ongoing	
  consultation	
  with	
  Natural	
  
England	
  and	
  National	
  Grid’s	
  response	
  

Table 1: Natural England Consultation in relation to the SIAA Report
Consultation

Comment

Response

HRA Screening
Report/ June
meeting

Further surveys should be carried out in August and
Further passage bird surveys have been carried out between July
September to assess use of the sites by passage
and September 2014. Methodology agreed with NE.
waders. The timing of these surveys should be informed
by Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) data.

HRA Screening
Report/ June
meeting

It would be helpful to show the peak counts of key
species in specific field locations. It would also be useful
to consider whether peak counts represent more than
1% of the Humber Estuary population for each species
according to the latest WeBS data.
As an informal rule of thumb, if 1% of an SPA
population would be adversely affected, this would be
considered LSE by Natural England (relates to whether
there is likely to be a significant effect on the integrity of
the qualifying features of the European Site). Hyder
therefore need to calculate this for each species
affected.

Peak counts of SPA/Ramsar site species recorded in the fields
during the bird surveys are shown on Figures 7 to 11 of this HRA
Report.
The percentage of SPA/ Ramsar population for each of the SPA/
Ramsar species recorded during the surveys has been
calculated. Refer to Section 5.

HRA Screening
Report/ June
meeting

There appears to be some discrepancy between the
raw survey data and the summary information in the
reports. For instance, section 4.2.25 of the HRA
Screening Report refers to 150 black-tailed godwit in
field 4 on the Goxhill side, but this does not appear in
Appendix A of the Wintering and Passage Bird Report.
Similarly, table 28 of the Wintering and Passage Bird
Report refers to 150 pink-footed geese seen from Paull
Vantage Point 2, but this species has not been
discussed in the HRA Screening Report. Further
clarification of where these birds were seen would be
helpful. It should be noted that the waterfowl
assemblage for which the SPA is designated includes

All inconsistencies in the text have been amended. Further details
of where each of the species have been recorded has been
included in this HRA Report. Refer to Section 5.
Pink-footed geese have also been included as part of the
assemblage species recorded during the bird surveys. Refer to
Section 5.
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Consultation

HRA Screening
Report/ June
meeting
HRA Screening
Report/ June
meeting

HRA Screening
Report/ June
meeting
HRA Screening
Report/ June
meeting
HRA Screening
Report/ June
meeting

Comment
species listed on the citation as well as those present in
nationally or internationally important numbers, which
includes pink footed geese
It is not always clear whether bird counts refer to birds
in flight or on the ground. Birds seen flying high
overhead are unlikely to be associated with the
development site.
Clarification of the reasons for screening ruff
(Philomachus pugnax) and knot (Calidris canutus) out
of the assessment would be helpful.
Need to provide further clarity/ justification for the bird
survey area, and explain why ruff and knot have been
screened out of the assessment. Natural England
pointed out that both species have been recorded in the
vicinity.
Dusk and dawn vantage point survey results should
include birds seen foraging at night, as well as roosting.
A review of the South Humber Gateway survey work is
needed to determine hotspots of bird interest around
Goxhill, as part of a more detailed assessment of
potential in-combination impacts.
The most up-to-date conservation objectives for the
Humber Estuary SPA (available from Natural England’s
website) will need to be used in the assessment.
Need to review the Conservation Objectives for the
sites from the Natural England website (not the old
Regulation 33 report or the Natura 2000 data form) to
ensure that they reflect the latest ones presented.
Similarly, Natural England also stated that the species
list for the bird ‘assemblage’ is not exhaustive, and that
any other birds likely to be occurring in internationally-

Response

The text/tables have been amended to include details of whether
the birds were in flight or on the ground. Refer to Section 5.

Ruff have been included in the assessment in Section 5.
Knot have been Screened Out of the assessment; Refer to
Section 4.3.
A justification for the survey area used is included in Section 5.2.

Reference to foraging and roosting birds has been included in the
description of the baseline conditions at the site. Refer to Section
5.
South Humber Gateway survey work has been reviewed as part
of the desk study exercise.
In-combination effects have been considered in Section 8.6.
The new Conservation Objectives are due to be published in early
2015; therefore, the existing objectives have been used for the
purposes of this assessment.
Species present in internationally important numbers as well as
those listed on the assemblage have been included in the
assessment. Refer to Section 5.
A review of the BTO website was undertaken as part of the desk
study exercise in order to obtain information about the current
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Consultation

HRA Screening
Report/ June
meeting

Draft SIAA/
November
meeting

Comment
important numbers should also be included.
WeBS data should be reviewed for the site and a check
made against the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO)
website to confirm there are no other species that
should be included (the website helpfully colour codes
species occurring in nationally-important numbers).
Subsequently (e.g. for the AA) the updated Regulation
35 report should be used (if published by then).
Provide further quantification in the report in relation to
distances and noise levels. Also, provide greater clarity
in the report on the baseline disturbance levels the
Scheme will be adding to (if this is possible on the basis
of planned noise surveys). In the drawings, ensure that
the peak counts for different species are shown in the
fields (and indeed in the part of the field where the birds
were observed, if possible) as this would make it easier
for the reader to understand the results and to quantify
distances between the birds and the noise sources. It
should also be noted that the Hull University toolkit is
heavily caveated, and that noise thresholds therein
should be treated with caution.
Natural England would like to understand the maximum
noise levels that are going to be experienced –
therefore, need to use LAmax where possible in
addition to LAeq.
Noise modelling results should be presented with
baseline data and noise contours, including data on
LAmax at the receptors and the types and likely
duration of the LAmax levels – e.g. if only expected
during a certain type of construction work. Receptors
include the SPA itself, the Paull Holme Strays managed
realignment site, and on the arable fields which support

Response
status of the SPA/ Ramsar species present within the study area.

Noise monitoring has been undertaken at the site to determine
background noise levels in the vicinity of the SPA/Ramsar site.
LAmax as well as LEeq have been recorded. Refer to Section 5.
Peak counts of SPA/Ramsar site species recorded in the fields
during the bird surveys are shown on Figures 7 to 11 of this HRA
Report.

Noise modelling has been presented in Figures 12 and 13.
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Consultation

Draft SIAA/
November
meeting
Draft SIAA/
November
meeting

Draft SIAA/
November
meeting
Draft SIAA/
November
meeting

Draft SIAA/
November
meeting

Draft SIAA/

Comment
SPA birds around the construction site. Expected noise
levels with mitigation measures in place should be
included in the modelling.
Bird survey data should be presented in a way which
demonstrates the most sensitive months during the
winter period, when significant numbers of birds are
likely to be disturbed at each site.
Further information about timing of works, including the
extent to which the noisiest activities can be carried out
outside of the key periods for wintering birds, at both the
Paull and Goxhill sites.
Details regarding the 150 black-tailed godwit on field 5
and 6, e.g. whether they were roosting, feeding or in
flight and what the habitat type was at the time of
survey.
Tables 27, 28, 35 and 36 of Appendix 5: what do the
numbers in brackets refer to? The note below the table
says that these are birds at Paull Holme Strays
saltmarsh, but these tables are for counts on the Goxhill
side.
The section of field no. 5 between the construction site
and the SPA will be brought out of agricultural use
during the construction period. Depending on the results
of the noise monitoring, this field may be required as
part of the mitigation to ensure no adverse effect on site
integrity. Alternatively, it may be that enhancement
measures for this field would benefit SPA birds and
other species, and would therefore be in accordance
with the principles set out in Paragraph 118 of the
National Planning Policy Framework.
Mitigation measures should be secured as part of the

Response

Graphs showing the peak count of birds recorded per month have
been produced and are provided in Appendix 5. Noise modelling
has been presented in Figures 12 and 13.
If local planning consent is secured, rather than the DCO route,
there would be a reduction in programme risk and there would
also be greater flexibility to undertake certain activities outside of
the wintering bird season which could further avoid any
disturbance to bird species of the SPA. Refer to Section 9.
Further detail on the behaviour of the birds is presented in
Section 5.4

The numbers in brackets refer to birds recorded on the intertidal
habitat beyond the seawall. The text below the Goxhill tables has
been amended.

Part of Field 6 at Goxhill would be left as set aside for the duration
of the construction phase of the Scheme. Refer to Section 9.

The client has confirmed that mitigation measures would be
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Consultation
November
meeting

Draft SIAA/
November
meeting
Draft SIAA/
November
meeting
Draft SIAA/
January 2015
Comments

Comment
Scheme proposals – i.e. form an integral part of the
Scheme. It may be necessary to include contingencies,
such as the ability to create the earth bund if ground
conditions are unsuitable. Noise attenuation screening
was discussed.
Further to the above, it would be useful to consider
whether the Scheme offers any opportunities for
preventing vehicle access to the saltmarsh at East
Halton Skitter, as fly tipping is a problem there.
We advise that Wootton Wildfowlers should be
contacted and kept informed about the Scheme.

Response
secured as part of the Scheme proposals.

Section 8.3.19 makes reference to occasional single
loud noises detected during the noise monitoring. We
recommend that the frequency of these existing noises
is compared to the frequency of single loud noises
predicted during the scheme construction, to determine
the potential increase in such events as a result of the
proposal.

The noise monitoring was undertaken on three occasions (as per
the agreed methodology (James Walsh email/telecom
correspondence September 2014)). This included recording
existing levels of background noise adjacent to the SPA (two
locations at Paull and one location at Goxhill (refer to Figure 6 for
the noise monitoring locations)). The monitoring was undertaken
in late-August and early- and late-September 2014 (three visits in
total) to coincide with the surveys which were taking place on
these days.

.This Section of East Halton Skitter is not part of the current
Scheme, therefore opportunities to make changes outside of the
redline boundary are not likely to be possible.
Wootton Wildfowlers would be contacted prior to works
commencing, this would be outlined in the CEMP.

From the data collected, it appears that the birds could be
experiencing up to 10 loud noises (i.e. single loud noises above
70db) over a 12-hour daytime period. However, this is a broad
estimate based on only a small sample size (three visits, as
agreed with NE). Therefore any extrapolation from this should be
treated with caution. Given the nature of the Scheme, although it
is possible to predict that loud noises would occur during the
construction phase of the Scheme (as shown on Figure 12), it is
not possible to predict the frequency of these events on a daily
basis. Therefore, a quantitative comparison would not be
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Consultation

Comment

Draft SIAA/
January 2015
Comments

In addition, the report refers to the five occasions at
Paull Holme Strays when LAmax would be highest,
including on one occasion during January. Section 9.1.2
states that one of the key mitigation measures will be to
carry out the noisiest construction activities outside of
the wintering bird period. However, it is not clear
whether the noisy activity scheduled for January 2017
could be carried out during the summer months instead
– this option needs careful consideration as a measure
to mitigate impacts on the SPA / Ramsar site. We note
that pursuit of the non-DCO consenting route will allow
for greater flexibility as to when certain activities can be
carried out.

Draft SIAA/
January 2015
Comments

We remain concerned about potential impacts on a
number of birds using the fields in and around the
construction site. Section 8.3.31 states that
approximately 40ha of arable land will be effectively
sterilised due to noise disturbance during the
construction period. We advise that further detail is
provided on how this figure has been determined,
including any assumptions that have been made. For
example, it cannot be assumed that birds outside of this
area will habituate to noise to the extent that they will
not be significantly disturbed.

Response
appropriate or valid. Instead, a qualitative assessment can be
made, considering both the average background noise (which
was the aim of the surveys) and the broad understanding that
birds using these habitats already experience a number of single
loud noises per day (which would likely lead to habituation).
Where possible, the noisiest activities would be carried out
outside of the winter period.

Text in the SIAA has been amended to provide explanation of the
area potentially sterilised due to noise disturbance (refer to
Section 7.3). The 40ha refers to the footprint of the construction
area only (this has been recalculated based on the most up to
date version of the redline boundary (which was still being
confirmed at the time of producing the draft SIAA for your review).
The bunding would be placed around the construction site itself
rather than the edge of the fields within the redline boundary. It
has been calculated through modelling (with the bunds and
fencing in place) that average noise levels above 70db (which
could potentially disturb birds) would not reach the fields beyond
the construction area due to the embedded mitigation measures
(refer to Figure 13). Given that average noise levels above 70db
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Consultation

Comment

Draft SIAA/
January 2015
Comments

Golden plover (Pluvialis apricaria) appear to favour field
6 from the Goxhill side, with a number of counts of
several hundred birds as well as the count of 1000 from
November 2013. This species is known to have
preferred foraging sites, and other arable fields in the
vicinity may not necessarily provide an alternative
foraging resource. We therefore remain concerned
about the impact on golden plover from both noise and
visual disturbance and displacement.

Draft SIAA/
January 2015
Comments

There are also counts from the Goxhill side of
significant numbers of curlew (N. arquata) from fields 4
and 5, black-tailed godwits from field 4 and mallard
(Anas platyrhynchos) from field 3. The noise contours
suggest that birds using these fields could be subject to
significant noise disturbance.

Response
are unlikely to reach the adjacent fields, the temporary nature of
the works (all fields would be reinstated following completion of
the works), and the fact that there have only been five occasions
throughout the survey period when more than 1% of any SPA
species is present in these fields, it is considered unlikely that the
Scheme would be detrimental to the fulfilment of the conservation
objectives for the SPA. Nor would it affect the ability of the
populations of SPA species to survive at their current
conservation status.
Although golden plover were recorded in Field 6 on five occasions
throughout the survey period, these observations were sporadic
at the beginning and end of the winter season with sightings in
November, August, and September. If this field was indeed a
‘preferred field’, we would have expected the surveyors to have
encountered birds on a more regular basis throughout the winter
period (surveys were undertaken twice a month during the winter
period in order to pick up such patterns). It should also be noted
that more than 1% of the SPA population was only recorded on
one occasion throughout the winter period (November 1,000
birds). Therefore, based on the survey results collected during
2013/14, given the small number of sightings from Field 6, we do
not feel that there is enough evidence to support the notion that
Field 6 is a ‘preferred field’.
Black-tailed godwit is a qualifying feature of the Humber Estuary
SPA, whereas, curlew and mallard form part of the SPA
assemblage and as such are not qualifying features of the SPA in
their own right.
More than 1% of the SPA population of black-tailed godwit were
only recorded on three occasions throughout the survey period.
These birds were recorded within Fields 1 and 4. This comprised
20 birds (1.8% of the SPA population) in Field 1 and 23 birds (2%
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Consultation

Comment

Response
of the SPA population) in Field 4 in September 2013; and 150
birds (13% of the SPA population) in October 2013 in Field 4.
Given the distance of Field 1 from the construction area, any birds
using this field are unlikely to be subjected to construction noise
levels (either LAeq or LAmax) above 65db during the construction
period (refer to Figures 12 and 13). Although it is possible that
LAmax levels above 70db could be experienced within Field 4
during winter period, given that more than 1% of the SPA
population have only been recorded here on two occasions, and
the temporary nature of the works (all fields would be reinstated
following completion of the works); it is considered very unlikely
that the Scheme would be detrimental to the fulfilment of the
conservation objectives for the SPA. Nor would it affect the ability
of the populations of SPA species to survive at their current
conservation status.
Both curlew and mallard form part of the assemblage qualification
for Humber Estuary SPA, and are therefore not qualifying
features in their own right. Although both mallard and curlew have
been recorded within Fields 3, 4 and 5 during the survey period,
the peak count of 92 mallard recorded in Field 4 represents only
0.05% of the SPA assemblage population and peak count of 40
mallard represent 0.02% of the SPA assemblage population.
Again, although there may be the possibility of some localised
noise disturbance from single load noises associated with the
construction works (refer to Figure 12), given that at no point
during the survey period was more than 1% of the SPA
assemblage population present within the fields (refer to Table
12), and the temporary nature of the works; it is considered very
unlikely that the Scheme would be detrimental to the fulfilment of
the conservation objectives for the SPA. Nor would it affect the
ability of the populations of SPA species to survive at their current
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Consultation

Comment

Draft SIAA/
January 2015
Comments

The lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) count of 260 from field
19 appears somewhat anomalous, but suggests that
significant numbers of birds may be using the field
adjacent to the construction site.

Draft SIAA/
January 2015
Comments

Response
conservation status.
Small numbers of lapwing have been recorded in Field 19
throughout the survey period (refer to Figure 10), therefore the
figure of 260 birds does appear anomalous. However, if you refer
to Table 26 in Appendix 5, the data presented in this table shows
the number in context of other birds recorded in the surrounding
area. Table 26 shows that large numbers of lapwing were
regularly recorded within Paull Holme Strays (PHS). 300 lapwing
were recorded at PHS within the same January survey. Given
that Field 19 is directly adjacent to PHS, it is possible that these
birds moved into Field 19 during the survey period. Given that
small numbers of birds have been recorded throughout the survey
period in Field 19, it is likely that birds associated with PHS
occasionally use this field.

Lapwing form part of the assemblage qualification for the Humber
Estuary SPA, and are therefore not a qualifying features in its
own right. In terms of the significance of the sighting, 260 birds
represents less than 0.17% of the SPA assemblage population;
therefore, as such it is considered very unlikely that the Scheme
would be detrimental to the fulfilment of the conservation
objectives for the SPA. Nor would it affect the ability of the
populations of SPA species to survive at their current
conservation status.
Section 8.3.19 states that extra fencing around the
The bunding around the edge of the construction site would be
noisiest activities would further reduce noise levels.
composed of top-soil. The locations of the bunding and fencing
Figure 2 refers to top soil storage around the
are clearly marked on Figure 2. These have been put in place as
construction site on the Goxhill side, but it is not clear
part of the Scheme design, therefore all noise modelling
whether this would be in the form of a bund which would calculations have been carried out taking account of these
further reduce noise levels. We advise that the noise
features.
attenuation resulting from the fencing and the
Extra fencing (in addition to the bunding and fencing around the
construction of the bunds is quantified, as this will help
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Consultation

Draft SIAA/
January 2015
Comments

Draft SIAA/
January 2015
Comments

Comment
to determine whether these measures will be sufficient
to mitigate for any adverse impacts. It would be helpful
if this could be represented graphically on the noise
contours.

Response
perimeter of the construction area) would also be placed around
the noisiest activity this would include the generators and pumps;
however, extra silent generators and pumps would be used, as
stipulated in the CEMP (refer to Con I5 of the CEMP (DCO
Reference 7.3).
Section 5.4.62 states that pink-footed geese were not
Text amended to confirm that no pink-footed geese were
recorded using any of the fields adjacent to the scheme; recorded using the fields within or adjacent to the Scheme, or
however, it is not clear whether they were recorded
within fields within the wider survey area. All records of pinkusing any of the other surveyed fields.
footed geese were either within the Humber Estuary, particularly
Paull Holme Strays, or in flight across the site.
With reference to the proposed use of part of field 6 as
As outlined previously, noise modelling, taking into consideration
set-aside to compensate for habitat loss (Section 9.1.3), the bunding and fencing around the construction area (refer to
there would need to be a significant improvement in the Figures 12 and 13), has indicated that average noise levels above
foraging resource that this field would provide for
70db would only be experienced within the construction area
displaced SPA / Ramsar site birds, and insufficient
itself. Although there may be some short-term localised
evidence has so far been presented to demonstrate that disturbance from one-off loud noises during the construction
this would be the case. It should also be noted that this period, it is not anticipated that any long-term significant effects
field would remain subject to noise disturbance, even
from noise disturbance would affect birds using the arable fields
the habitat was improved. It may be necessary to
for roosting and foraging.
provide mitigation in the form of habitat enhancement
outwith the area affected by noise disturbance, subject
In terms of monitoring, this would be undertaken before, during
to clarification of the effectiveness of noise attenuation
and after construction, specifically to determine the responses of
measures as referenced above. Should such mitigation the birds to the Scheme (refer to Section 8,). The monitoring
be required, further detail would need to be provided on programme would be agreed in consultation with NE in order to
how the land would be managed in order to provide an
ensure that the mitigation measures continued to be appropriate
effective habitat resource for SPA / Ramsar site birds.
and effective.
There will need to be a high level of confidence that
potential impacts can be effectively mitigated to ensure
that there is no adverse effect on integrity of the site.
Mitigation measures will need to be secured via an
appropriate mechanism and form an integral part of the
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Consultation

Comment
project. We would wish to see further details of
monitoring proposals and any necessary remedial
action in due course.

Response

Draft SIAA/
January 2015
Comments

Flooding of the tunnel
The level of potential disturbance resulting from the
flooding is not clear from Section 4.3.6. We advise that
further information is provided on the likely number and
duration of personnel present on the inter-tidal habitat,
as well as any other activities which are likely to cause
disturbance

Text in Section 4.3 amended to confirm details of the tunnel
flooding.

Draft SIAA/
January 2015
Comments

Population data
There have been significant changes in the population
of some SPA bird species since the SPA citation was
published. Up-to-date WeBS data should be used to
determine the significance of bird counts compared to
the total Humber population. As previously advised, bird
survey results presented in the HRA will need to be

The installation of the pipeline for the tunnel flooding would
include up to three people walking out onto the intertidal habitat to
place the pipeline, and associated pumps, into the Humber
Estuary. It is envisaged that this would only take up to a couple of
hours to complete. It is therefore considered that the installation
of the pipeline is unlikely to cause any more disturbance than that
produced by local dog walkers, which pass along the edge of the
Humber Estuary on a daily basis. In terms of the flooding itself, as
described in paragraph 4.3, it is considered that there may be
some very localised disruption to the intertidal habitat for the
duration of the pipeline flooding; however, this would take less
than two weeks to complete, and therefore no significant impacts
on the intertidal habitat are considered likely. Given the smallscale, and temporary nature of tunnel flooding exercise, it is not
considered that this exercise would be detrimental to the
fulfilment of the conservation objectives for the SPA. Nor would
this affect the ability of the populations of SPA species to survive
at their current conservation status.
As described throughout Section 5.4, citation information has
been supplemented with WeBS and desk study data (where
relevant). WeBS data from 2006/7 – 2010/11 have been used for
this assessment (this includes core count data and a Humber
specific SPA count). At the time of purchasing BTO data for the
Scheme, this was the most recent WeBS data available. Although
more recent data is now available, we consider WeBS data to be
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Consultation

Comment
supported by desk study information, including survey
work associated with the South Humber Gateway.

Response
valid within a five year period. The WeBS data has also been
supplemented with up to date information from the BTO WeBS
website (BTO WeBS alerts) which comprises information on the
status of the species within the Humber Estuary, and has been
used to provide additional contextual information for the Scheme
and surrounding area. Finally, we also have our own survey data
(which is directly relevant to the site itself and is from the 2013 to
2014). Therefore, we do not feel that it is necessary to include
additional WeBS data at this stage.
Bird survey records provided by NEYEDC and GLNP as well as
other documents, such as the Humber Estuary Low Tide
Programme in 2011/12 (Calbrade, 2013) have been reviewed as
part of the desk study exercise; however, specific references to
desk study data used have not always been included in the text.
Specific references to data collected as part of the South Humber
Gateway Project have now been included within the SIAA. The
desk study records as well as WeBS data and our own survey
results have been used to inform the baseline conditions for the
Scheme.

Draft SIAA/
January 2015
Comments

Enhancement measures
In addition to any required mitigation measures, a large
scale project such as this provides significant
opportunities for biodiversity enhancement, in
accordance with Paragraph 118 of the NPPF, Section
5.3.4 of NPS (EN1), and Section 40 of the Natural
Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006). One
such measure in this case, in liaison with the
landowner, would be to install infrastructure to prevent
vehicle access across the sea wall at East Halton
Skitter, which is causing disturbance to inter-tidal

It is considered that the Scheme would not be significantly
detrimental to the fulfilment of the conservation objectives for the
SPA. Nor would the Scheme affect the ability of the populations of
SPA species to survive at their current conservation status. It is
therefore not considered appropriate to include any further
enhancement measures over and above those which have
already been included within the Scheme.

p:\bristol - live projects\brs.5701 - brs.5800\brs.5708 - national grid - river humber pipeline, east riding, yorkshire\appendix\appendix 3 - a
table of ongoing consultation with natural england and national grid’s response.docx

Page 12

Consultation

Comment
habitat and SPA / Ramsar site birds.

Response

p:\bristol - live projects\brs.5701 - brs.5800\brs.5708 - national grid - river humber pipeline, east riding, yorkshire\appendix\appendix 3 - a
table of ongoing consultation with natural england and national grid’s response.docx

Page 13

Appendix 4
Strategic	
  Options	
  Consultation	
  Letter	
  	
  
(28	
  May	
  2013)	
  

Mr William J Hill

Community relations team:

North Lincolnshire Council
The Development Control team

Email: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com

Civic Centre
Ashby Road, Scunthorpe
DN16 1AB

Freephone: 0800 988 9144
Post: Freepost National Grid R H Pipeline Project
www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline

28 May 2013

Dear Mr Hill,
Re: Update on plans for the River Humber pipeline replacement project
At National Grid, we have been working with local communities to find the best option to replace a
natural gas pipeline across the River Humber. Feedback from local people and other interested parties
has helped us to identify the broad route for the new pipeline that we propose to take forward. I would
like to update you on that and explain what happens next.
Consultation update
Following the first stage of consultation with local communities and other interested parties we have
determined a preferred route corridor for the pipeline across the river. Over 100 local people came to a
series of public exhibitions in East Halton, Goxhill and Paull between 6 and 8 December 2012 and this
first stage of public consultation ran until 21 January 2013.
We asked people to give us their views on five route corridor options across the river – broad widths of
land or river bed approximately 1km wide – within which the pipeline could be built and two construction
techniques that could be used to build a replacement pipeline – by tunnel or trench.
People were able to give their comments by completing a feedback form at the public exhibition or
downloading it via the website, or by sending comments via email or the project freepost address.
Selecting the option to take forward
Since January we have been considering the responses we recieved and the findings from our
environmental and engineering studies, to decide which route corridor to take forward for the
replacement pipeline.
The feedback received has helped us identify Route Corridor 2 as the option to take forward. You can
see details of the route chosen on our project website at: www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline,
together with reports explaining the studies carried out and how consultation feedback has shaped and
influenced our thinking. The Route Corridor Investigation Study explains the process of identifying the
route corridors and the Stage 1 Feedback Report details how the comments received were considered.

Next steps
Over the coming months, we will carry out further environmental and engineering studies to help
determine the precise route of the pipeline. As those details become clearer we will keep people
informed and we will continue to talk to local communities, stakeholders, other interested groups,
landowners and others with land interests within the preferred route corridor.
We are also carrying out further investigations to determine the preferred construction technique –
tunnel or trench – taking account of the comments received during the consultation. This will be
announced at a later date and we will make sure you are kept informed.
Local communities and other interested parties will be able to comment further on the plans at a second
round of public consultation which we anticipate will be in 2014. This will be widely publicised in
advance and all those who took part in the first stage of consultation will be invited.
We anticipate submitting any necessary consent applications to the relevant authorities in 2015. Were
the project granted consent, construction could commence in 2017.
Background to the project
The River Humber pipeline is an important pipeline – connecting an import location for gas at
Easington, on the East Yorkshire coast, to the wider network and delivering gas to millions of customers
throughout the UK.
The existing pipeline crosses the River Humber in an excavated trench along the river bed between
Paull, on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the south bank. We are looking at the options
for constructing a new pipeline as a long-term replacement, between the existing sites near Paull and
Goxhill.
If you would like further information or to comment on the preferred route corridor or the project in
general, please visit our website. You can also contact us directly via our email address, freepost
address and freephone telephone number, which are at the top of this letter.
Yours sincerely,

Robert Earl
Senior engineer
National Grid

Mr Keith Emerick

Community relations team:

English Heritage Yorkshire & the Humber
Regional Office,

Email: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com

37 Tanner Row,
York
YO1 6WP

Freephone: 0800 988 9144
Post: Freepost National Grid R H Pipeline Project
www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline

28 May 2013

Dear Mr Emerick,
Re: Update on plans for the River Humber pipeline replacement project
At National Grid, we have been working with local communities to find the best option to replace a
natural gas pipeline across the River Humber. Feedback from local people and other interested parties
has helped us to identify the broad route for the new pipeline that we propose to take forward. I would
like to update you on that and explain what happens next.
Consultation update
Following the first stage of consultation with local communities and other interested parties we have
determined a preferred route corridor for the pipeline across the river. Over 100 local people came to a
series of public exhibitions in East Halton, Goxhill and Paull between 6 and 8 December 2012 and this
first stage of public consultation ran until 21 January 2013.
We asked people to give us their views on five route corridor options across the river – broad widths of
land or river bed approximately 1km wide – within which the pipeline could be built and two construction
techniques that could be used to build a replacement pipeline – by tunnel or trench.
People were able to give their comments by completing a feedback form at the public exhibition or
downloading it via the website, or by sending comments via email or the project freepost address.
Selecting the option to take forward
Since January we have been considering the responses we recieved and the findings from our
environmental and engineering studies, to decide which route corridor to take forward for the
replacement pipeline.
The feedback received has helped us identify Route Corridor 2 as the option to take forward. You can
see details of the route chosen on our project website at: www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline,
together with reports explaining the studies carried out and how consultation feedback has shaped and
influenced our thinking. The Route Corridor Investigation Study explains the process of identifying the
route corridors and the Stage 1 Feedback Report details how the comments received were considered.

Next steps
Over the coming months, we will carry out further environmental and engineering studies to help
determine the precise route of the pipeline. As those details become clearer we will keep people
informed and we will continue to talk to local communities, stakeholders, other interested groups,
landowners and others with land interests within the preferred route corridor.
We are also carrying out further investigations to determine the preferred construction technique –
tunnel or trench – taking account of the comments received during the consultation. This will be
announced at a later date and we will make sure you are kept informed.
Local communities and other interested parties will be able to comment further on the plans at a second
round of public consultation which we anticipate will be in 2014. This will be widely publicised in
advance and all those who took part in the first stage of consultation will be invited.
We anticipate submitting any necessary consent applications to the relevant authorities in 2015. Were
the project granted consent, construction could commence in 2017.
Background to the project
The River Humber pipeline is an important pipeline – connecting an import location for gas at
Easington, on the East Yorkshire coast, to the wider network and delivering gas to millions of customers
throughout the UK.
The existing pipeline crosses the River Humber in an excavated trench along the river bed between
Paull, on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the south bank. We are looking at the options
for constructing a new pipeline as a long-term replacement, between the existing sites near Paull and
Goxhill.
If you would like further information or to comment on the preferred route corridor or the project in
general, please visit our website. You can also contact us directly via our email address, freepost
address and freephone telephone number, which are at the top of this letter.
Yours sincerely,

Robert Earl
Senior engineer
National Grid

Shirley Ross

Community relations team:

East Riding of Yorkshire Council
Strategic Development Control

Email: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com

County Hall
Beverley
HU17 9BA

Freephone: 0800 988 9144
Post: Freepost National Grid R H Pipeline Project
www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline

28 May 2013

Dear Ms Ross,
Re: Update on plans for the River Humber pipeline replacement project
At National Grid, we have been working with local communities to find the best option to replace a
natural gas pipeline across the River Humber. Feedback from local people and other interested parties
has helped us to identify the broad route for the new pipeline that we propose to take forward. I would
like to update you on that and explain what happens next.
Consultation update
Following the first stage of consultation with local communities and other interested parties we have
determined a preferred route corridor for the pipeline across the river. Over 100 local people came to a
series of public exhibitions in East Halton, Goxhill and Paull between 6 and 8 December 2012 and this
first stage of public consultation ran until 21 January 2013.
We asked people to give us their views on five route corridor options across the river – broad widths of
land or river bed approximately 1km wide – within which the pipeline could be built and two construction
techniques that could be used to build a replacement pipeline – by tunnel or trench.
People were able to give their comments by completing a feedback form at the public exhibition or
downloading it via the website, or by sending comments via email or the project freepost address.
Selecting the option to take forward
Since January we have been considering the responses we recieved and the findings from our
environmental and engineering studies, to decide which route corridor to take forward for the
replacement pipeline.
The feedback received has helped us identify Route Corridor 2 as the option to take forward. You can
see details of the route chosen on our project website at: www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline,
together with reports explaining the studies carried out and how consultation feedback has shaped and
influenced our thinking. The Route Corridor Investigation Study explains the process of identifying the
route corridors and the Stage 1 Feedback Report details how the comments received were considered.

Next steps
Over the coming months, we will carry out further environmental and engineering studies to help
determine the precise route of the pipeline. As those details become clearer we will keep people
informed and we will continue to talk to local communities, stakeholders, other interested groups,
landowners and others with land interests within the preferred route corridor.
We are also carrying out further investigations to determine the preferred construction technique –
tunnel or trench – taking account of the comments received during the consultation. This will be
announced at a later date and we will make sure you are kept informed.
Local communities and other interested parties will be able to comment further on the plans at a second
round of public consultation which we anticipate will be in 2014. This will be widely publicised in
advance and all those who took part in the first stage of consultation will be invited.
We anticipate submitting any necessary consent applications to the relevant authorities in 2015. Were
the project granted consent, construction could commence in 2017.
Background to the project
The River Humber pipeline is an important pipeline – connecting an import location for gas at
Easington, on the East Yorkshire coast, to the wider network and delivering gas to millions of customers
throughout the UK.
The existing pipeline crosses the River Humber in an excavated trench along the river bed between
Paull, on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the south bank. We are looking at the options
for constructing a new pipeline as a long-term replacement, between the existing sites near Paull and
Goxhill.
If you would like further information or to comment on the preferred route corridor or the project in
general, please visit our website. You can also contact us directly via our email address, freepost
address and freephone telephone number, which are at the top of this letter.
Yours sincerely,

Robert Earl
Senior engineer
National Grid

Mr James Walsh

Community relations team:

Natural England
Land Use Operations

Email: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com

25 Queen Street
Leeds
LS1 2TW

Freephone: 0800 988 9144
Post: Freepost National Grid R H Pipeline Project
www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline

28 May 2013

Dear Mr Walsh,
Re: Update on plans for the River Humber pipeline replacement project
At National Grid, we have been working with local communities to find the best option to replace a
natural gas pipeline across the River Humber. Feedback from local people and other interested parties
has helped us to identify the broad route for the new pipeline that we propose to take forward. I would
like to update you on that and explain what happens next.
Consultation update
Following the first stage of consultation with local communities and other interested parties we have
determined a preferred route corridor for the pipeline across the river. Over 100 local people came to a
series of public exhibitions in East Halton, Goxhill and Paull between 6 and 8 December 2012 and this
first stage of public consultation ran until 21 January 2013.
We asked people to give us their views on five route corridor options across the river – broad widths of
land or river bed approximately 1km wide – within which the pipeline could be built and two construction
techniques that could be used to build a replacement pipeline – by tunnel or trench.
People were able to give their comments by completing a feedback form at the public exhibition or
downloading it via the website, or by sending comments via email or the project freepost address.
Selecting the option to take forward
Since January we have been considering the responses we recieved and the findings from our
environmental and engineering studies, to decide which route corridor to take forward for the
replacement pipeline.
The feedback received has helped us identify Route Corridor 2 as the option to take forward. You can
see details of the route chosen on our project website at: www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline,
together with reports explaining the studies carried out and how consultation feedback has shaped and
influenced our thinking. The Route Corridor Investigation Study explains the process of identifying the
route corridors and the Stage 1 Feedback Report details how the comments received were considered.

Next steps
Over the coming months, we will carry out further environmental and engineering studies to help
determine the precise route of the pipeline. As those details become clearer we will keep people
informed and we will continue to talk to local communities, stakeholders, other interested groups,
landowners and others with land interests within the preferred route corridor.
We are also carrying out further investigations to determine the preferred construction technique –
tunnel or trench – taking account of the comments received during the consultation. This will be
announced at a later date and we will make sure you are kept informed.
Local communities and other interested parties will be able to comment further on the plans at a second
round of public consultation which we anticipate will be in 2014. This will be widely publicised in
advance and all those who took part in the first stage of consultation will be invited.
We anticipate submitting any necessary consent applications to the relevant authorities in 2015. Were
the project granted consent, construction could commence in 2017.
Background to the project
The River Humber pipeline is an important pipeline – connecting an import location for gas at
Easington, on the East Yorkshire coast, to the wider network and delivering gas to millions of customers
throughout the UK.
The existing pipeline crosses the River Humber in an excavated trench along the river bed between
Paull, on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the south bank. We are looking at the options
for constructing a new pipeline as a long-term replacement, between the existing sites near Paull and
Goxhill.
If you would like further information or to comment on the preferred route corridor or the project in
general, please visit our website. You can also contact us directly via our email address, freepost
address and freephone telephone number, which are at the top of this letter.
Yours sincerely,

Robert Earl
Senior engineer
National Grid

Mr Sam Kipling

Community relations team:

Environment Agency
Coverdale House

Email: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com

Aviator Court,
York,
YO30 4GZ

Freephone: 0800 988 9144
Post: Freepost National Grid R H Pipeline Project
www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline

28 May 2013

Dear Mr Kipling,
Re: Update on plans for the River Humber pipeline replacement project
At National Grid, we have been working with local communities to find the best option to replace a
natural gas pipeline across the River Humber. Feedback from local people and other interested parties
has helped us to identify the broad route for the new pipeline that we propose to take forward. I would
like to update you on that and explain what happens next.
Consultation update
Following the first stage of consultation with local communities and other interested parties we have
determined a preferred route corridor for the pipeline across the river. Over 100 local people came to a
series of public exhibitions in East Halton, Goxhill and Paull between 6 and 8 December 2012 and this
first stage of public consultation ran until 21 January 2013.
We asked people to give us their views on five route corridor options across the river – broad widths of
land or river bed approximately 1km wide – within which the pipeline could be built and two construction
techniques that could be used to build a replacement pipeline – by tunnel or trench.
People were able to give their comments by completing a feedback form at the public exhibition or
downloading it via the website, or by sending comments via email or the project freepost address.
Selecting the option to take forward
Since January we have been considering the responses we recieved and the findings from our
environmental and engineering studies, to decide which route corridor to take forward for the
replacement pipeline.
The feedback received has helped us identify Route Corridor 2 as the option to take forward. You can
see details of the route chosen on our project website at: www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline,
together with reports explaining the studies carried out and how consultation feedback has shaped and
influenced our thinking. The Route Corridor Investigation Study explains the process of identifying the
route corridors and the Stage 1 Feedback Report details how the comments received were considered.

Next steps
Over the coming months, we will carry out further environmental and engineering studies to help
determine the precise route of the pipeline. As those details become clearer we will keep people
informed and we will continue to talk to local communities, stakeholders, other interested groups,
landowners and others with land interests within the preferred route corridor.
We are also carrying out further investigations to determine the preferred construction technique –
tunnel or trench – taking account of the comments received during the consultation. This will be
announced at a later date and we will make sure you are kept informed.
Local communities and other interested parties will be able to comment further on the plans at a second
round of public consultation which we anticipate will be in 2014. This will be widely publicised in
advance and all those who took part in the first stage of consultation will be invited.
We anticipate submitting any necessary consent applications to the relevant authorities in 2015. Were
the project granted consent, construction could commence in 2017.
Background to the project
The River Humber pipeline is an important pipeline – connecting an import location for gas at
Easington, on the East Yorkshire coast, to the wider network and delivering gas to millions of customers
throughout the UK.
The existing pipeline crosses the River Humber in an excavated trench along the river bed between
Paull, on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the south bank. We are looking at the options
for constructing a new pipeline as a long-term replacement, between the existing sites near Paull and
Goxhill.
If you would like further information or to comment on the preferred route corridor or the project in
general, please visit our website. You can also contact us directly via our email address, freepost
address and freephone telephone number, which are at the top of this letter.
Yours sincerely,

Robert Earl
Senior engineer
National Grid

Mr Ian Spikings

Community relations team:

Associated British Ports (ABP)
Humber Estuary Services,

Email: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com

Port House, Northern Gateway,
Hull
HU9 5PQ

Freephone: 0800 988 9144
Post: Freepost National Grid R H Pipeline Project
www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline

28 May 2013

Dear Mr Spikings,
Re: Update on plans for the River Humber pipeline replacement project
At National Grid, we have been working with local communities to find the best option to replace a
natural gas pipeline across the River Humber. Feedback from local people and other interested parties
has helped us to identify the broad route for the new pipeline that we propose to take forward. I would
like to update you on that and explain what happens next.
Consultation update
Following the first stage of consultation with local communities and other interested parties we have
determined a preferred route corridor for the pipeline across the river. Over 100 local people came to a
series of public exhibitions in East Halton, Goxhill and Paull between 6 and 8 December 2012 and this
first stage of public consultation ran until 21 January 2013.
We asked people to give us their views on five route corridor options across the river – broad widths of
land or river bed approximately 1km wide – within which the pipeline could be built and two construction
techniques that could be used to build a replacement pipeline – by tunnel or trench.
People were able to give their comments by completing a feedback form at the public exhibition or
downloading it via the website, or by sending comments via email or the project freepost address.
Selecting the option to take forward
Since January we have been considering the responses we recieved and the findings from our
environmental and engineering studies, to decide which route corridor to take forward for the
replacement pipeline.
The feedback received has helped us identify Route Corridor 2 as the option to take forward. You can
see details of the route chosen on our project website at: www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline,
together with reports explaining the studies carried out and how consultation feedback has shaped and
influenced our thinking. The Route Corridor Investigation Study explains the process of identifying the
route corridors and the Stage 1 Feedback Report details how the comments received were considered.

Next steps
Over the coming months, we will carry out further environmental and engineering studies to help
determine the precise route of the pipeline. As those details become clearer we will keep people
informed and we will continue to talk to local communities, stakeholders, other interested groups,
landowners and others with land interests within the preferred route corridor.
We are also carrying out further investigations to determine the preferred construction technique –
tunnel or trench – taking account of the comments received during the consultation. This will be
announced at a later date and we will make sure you are kept informed.
Local communities and other interested parties will be able to comment further on the plans at a second
round of public consultation which we anticipate will be in 2014. This will be widely publicised in
advance and all those who took part in the first stage of consultation will be invited.
We anticipate submitting any necessary consent applications to the relevant authorities in 2015. Were
the project granted consent, construction could commence in 2017.
Background to the project
The River Humber pipeline is an important pipeline – connecting an import location for gas at
Easington, on the East Yorkshire coast, to the wider network and delivering gas to millions of customers
throughout the UK.
The existing pipeline crosses the River Humber in an excavated trench along the river bed between
Paull, on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the south bank. We are looking at the options
for constructing a new pipeline as a long-term replacement, between the existing sites near Paull and
Goxhill.
If you would like further information or to comment on the preferred route corridor or the project in
general, please visit our website. You can also contact us directly via our email address, freepost
address and freephone telephone number, which are at the top of this letter.
Yours sincerely,

Robert Earl
Senior engineer
National Grid

Susan Manson

Community relations team:

Environment Agency
Willerby Office,

Email: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com

Albion Mills, Great Gutter Lane,
Willerby,
HU10 6DN

Freephone: 0800 988 9144
Post: Freepost National Grid R H Pipeline Project
www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline

28 May 2013

Dear Ms Manson,
Re: Update on plans for the River Humber pipeline replacement project
At National Grid, we have been working with local communities to find the best option to replace a
natural gas pipeline across the River Humber. Feedback from local people and other interested parties
has helped us to identify the broad route for the new pipeline that we propose to take forward. I would
like to update you on that and explain what happens next.
Consultation update
Following the first stage of consultation with local communities and other interested parties we have
determined a preferred route corridor for the pipeline across the river. Over 100 local people came to a
series of public exhibitions in East Halton, Goxhill and Paull between 6 and 8 December 2012 and this
first stage of public consultation ran until 21 January 2013.
We asked people to give us their views on five route corridor options across the river – broad widths of
land or river bed approximately 1km wide – within which the pipeline could be built and two construction
techniques that could be used to build a replacement pipeline – by tunnel or trench.
People were able to give their comments by completing a feedback form at the public exhibition or
downloading it via the website, or by sending comments via email or the project freepost address.
Selecting the option to take forward
Since January we have been considering the responses we recieved and the findings from our
environmental and engineering studies, to decide which route corridor to take forward for the
replacement pipeline.
The feedback received has helped us identify Route Corridor 2 as the option to take forward. You can
see details of the route chosen on our project website at: www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline,
together with reports explaining the studies carried out and how consultation feedback has shaped and
influenced our thinking. The Route Corridor Investigation Study explains the process of identifying the
route corridors and the Stage 1 Feedback Report details how the comments received were considered.

Next steps
Over the coming months, we will carry out further environmental and engineering studies to help
determine the precise route of the pipeline. As those details become clearer we will keep people
informed and we will continue to talk to local communities, stakeholders, other interested groups,
landowners and others with land interests within the preferred route corridor.
We are also carrying out further investigations to determine the preferred construction technique –
tunnel or trench – taking account of the comments received during the consultation. This will be
announced at a later date and we will make sure you are kept informed.
Local communities and other interested parties will be able to comment further on the plans at a second
round of public consultation which we anticipate will be in 2014. This will be widely publicised in
advance and all those who took part in the first stage of consultation will be invited.
We anticipate submitting any necessary consent applications to the relevant authorities in 2015. Were
the project granted consent, construction could commence in 2017.
Background to the project
The River Humber pipeline is an important pipeline – connecting an import location for gas at
Easington, on the East Yorkshire coast, to the wider network and delivering gas to millions of customers
throughout the UK.
The existing pipeline crosses the River Humber in an excavated trench along the river bed between
Paull, on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the south bank. We are looking at the options
for constructing a new pipeline as a long-term replacement, between the existing sites near Paull and
Goxhill.
If you would like further information or to comment on the preferred route corridor or the project in
general, please visit our website. You can also contact us directly via our email address, freepost
address and freephone telephone number, which are at the top of this letter.
Yours sincerely,

Robert Earl
Senior engineer
National Grid

Annette Hewitson

Community relations team:

Environment Agency
Waterside House,

Email: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com

Waterside North,
Lincoln,
LN2 5HA

Freephone: 0800 988 9144
Post: Freepost National Grid R H Pipeline Project
www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline

28 May 2013

Dear Ms Hewitson,
Re: Update on plans for the River Humber pipeline replacement project
At National Grid, we have been working with local communities to find the best option to replace a
natural gas pipeline across the River Humber. Feedback from local people and other interested parties
has helped us to identify the broad route for the new pipeline that we propose to take forward. I would
like to update you on that and explain what happens next.
Consultation update
Following the first stage of consultation with local communities and other interested parties we have
determined a preferred route corridor for the pipeline across the river. Over 100 local people came to a
series of public exhibitions in East Halton, Goxhill and Paull between 6 and 8 December 2012 and this
first stage of public consultation ran until 21 January 2013.
We asked people to give us their views on five route corridor options across the river – broad widths of
land or river bed approximately 1km wide – within which the pipeline could be built and two construction
techniques that could be used to build a replacement pipeline – by tunnel or trench.
People were able to give their comments by completing a feedback form at the public exhibition or
downloading it via the website, or by sending comments via email or the project freepost address.
Selecting the option to take forward
Since January we have been considering the responses we recieved and the findings from our
environmental and engineering studies, to decide which route corridor to take forward for the
replacement pipeline.
The feedback received has helped us identify Route Corridor 2 as the option to take forward. You can
see details of the route chosen on our project website at: www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline,
together with reports explaining the studies carried out and how consultation feedback has shaped and
influenced our thinking. The Route Corridor Investigation Study explains the process of identifying the
route corridors and the Stage 1 Feedback Report details how the comments received were considered.

Next steps
Over the coming months, we will carry out further environmental and engineering studies to help
determine the precise route of the pipeline. As those details become clearer we will keep people
informed and we will continue to talk to local communities, stakeholders, other interested groups,
landowners and others with land interests within the preferred route corridor.
We are also carrying out further investigations to determine the preferred construction technique –
tunnel or trench – taking account of the comments received during the consultation. This will be
announced at a later date and we will make sure you are kept informed.
Local communities and other interested parties will be able to comment further on the plans at a second
round of public consultation which we anticipate will be in 2014. This will be widely publicised in
advance and all those who took part in the first stage of consultation will be invited.
We anticipate submitting any necessary consent applications to the relevant authorities in 2015. Were
the project granted consent, construction could commence in 2017.
Background to the project
The River Humber pipeline is an important pipeline – connecting an import location for gas at
Easington, on the East Yorkshire coast, to the wider network and delivering gas to millions of customers
throughout the UK.
The existing pipeline crosses the River Humber in an excavated trench along the river bed between
Paull, on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the south bank. We are looking at the options
for constructing a new pipeline as a long-term replacement, between the existing sites near Paull and
Goxhill.
If you would like further information or to comment on the preferred route corridor or the project in
general, please visit our website. You can also contact us directly via our email address, freepost
address and freephone telephone number, which are at the top of this letter.
Yours sincerely,

Robert Earl
Senior engineer
National Grid

Mr Jack Steven

Community relations team:

The Crown Estate
16 New Burlington Place

Email: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com

London
W1S 2HX

Freephone: 0800 988 9144
Post: Freepost National Grid R H Pipeline Project
www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline

28 May 2013

Dear Mr Steven,
Re: Update on plans for the River Humber pipeline replacement project
At National Grid, we have been working with local communities to find the best option to replace a
natural gas pipeline across the River Humber. Feedback from local people and other interested parties
has helped us to identify the broad route for the new pipeline that we propose to take forward. I would
like to update you on that and explain what happens next.
Consultation update
Following the first stage of consultation with local communities and other interested parties we have
determined a preferred route corridor for the pipeline across the river. Over 100 local people came to a
series of public exhibitions in East Halton, Goxhill and Paull between 6 and 8 December 2012 and this
first stage of public consultation ran until 21 January 2013.
We asked people to give us their views on five route corridor options across the river – broad widths of
land or river bed approximately 1km wide – within which the pipeline could be built and two construction
techniques that could be used to build a replacement pipeline – by tunnel or trench.
People were able to give their comments by completing a feedback form at the public exhibition or
downloading it via the website, or by sending comments via email or the project freepost address.
Selecting the option to take forward
Since January we have been considering the responses we recieved and the findings from our
environmental and engineering studies, to decide which route corridor to take forward for the
replacement pipeline.
The feedback received has helped us identify Route Corridor 2 as the option to take forward. You can
see details of the route chosen on our project website at: www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline,
together with reports explaining the studies carried out and how consultation feedback has shaped and
influenced our thinking. The Route Corridor Investigation Study explains the process of identifying the
route corridors and the Stage 1 Feedback Report details how the comments received were considered.

Next steps
Over the coming months, we will carry out further environmental and engineering studies to help
determine the precise route of the pipeline. As those details become clearer we will keep people
informed and we will continue to talk to local communities, stakeholders, other interested groups,
landowners and others with land interests within the preferred route corridor.
We are also carrying out further investigations to determine the preferred construction technique –
tunnel or trench – taking account of the comments received during the consultation. This will be
announced at a later date and we will make sure you are kept informed.
Local communities and other interested parties will be able to comment further on the plans at a second
round of public consultation which we anticipate will be in 2014. This will be widely publicised in
advance and all those who took part in the first stage of consultation will be invited.
We anticipate submitting any necessary consent applications to the relevant authorities in 2015. Were
the project granted consent, construction could commence in 2017.
Background to the project
The River Humber pipeline is an important pipeline – connecting an import location for gas at
Easington, on the East Yorkshire coast, to the wider network and delivering gas to millions of customers
throughout the UK.
The existing pipeline crosses the River Humber in an excavated trench along the river bed between
Paull, on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the south bank. We are looking at the options
for constructing a new pipeline as a long-term replacement, between the existing sites near Paull and
Goxhill.
If you would like further information or to comment on the preferred route corridor or the project in
general, please visit our website. You can also contact us directly via our email address, freepost
address and freephone telephone number, which are at the top of this letter.
Yours sincerely,

Robert Earl
Senior engineer
National Grid

Marine Planning Team

Community relations team:

Marine Management Organisation
PO Box 1275

Email: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com

Newcastle upon Tyne
NE99 5BN

Freephone: 0800 988 9144
Post: Freepost National Grid R H Pipeline Project
www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline

28 May 2013

Dear Sir or Madam,
Re: Update on plans for the River Humber pipeline replacement project
At National Grid, we have been working with local communities to find the best option to replace a
natural gas pipeline across the River Humber. Feedback from local people and other interested parties
has helped us to identify the broad route for the new pipeline that we propose to take forward. I would
like to update you on that and explain what happens next.
Consultation update
Following the first stage of consultation with local communities and other interested parties we have
determined a preferred route corridor for the pipeline across the river. Over 100 local people came to a
series of public exhibitions in East Halton, Goxhill and Paull between 6 and 8 December 2012 and this
first stage of public consultation ran until 21 January 2013.
We asked people to give us their views on five route corridor options across the river – broad widths of
land or river bed approximately 1km wide – within which the pipeline could be built and two construction
techniques that could be used to build a replacement pipeline – by tunnel or trench.
People were able to give their comments by completing a feedback form at the public exhibition or
downloading it via the website, or by sending comments via email or the project freepost address.
Selecting the option to take forward
Since January we have been considering the responses we recieved and the findings from our
environmental and engineering studies, to decide which route corridor to take forward for the
replacement pipeline.
The feedback received has helped us identify Route Corridor 2 as the option to take forward. You can
see details of the route chosen on our project website at: www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline,
together with reports explaining the studies carried out and how consultation feedback has shaped and
influenced our thinking. The Route Corridor Investigation Study explains the process of identifying the
route corridors and the Stage 1 Feedback Report details how the comments received were considered.

Next steps
Over the coming months, we will carry out further environmental and engineering studies to help
determine the precise route of the pipeline. As those details become clearer we will keep people
informed and we will continue to talk to local communities, stakeholders, other interested groups,
landowners and others with land interests within the preferred route corridor.
We are also carrying out further investigations to determine the preferred construction technique –
tunnel or trench – taking account of the comments received during the consultation. This will be
announced at a later date and we will make sure you are kept informed.
Local communities and other interested parties will be able to comment further on the plans at a second
round of public consultation which we anticipate will be in 2014. This will be widely publicised in
advance and all those who took part in the first stage of consultation will be invited.
We anticipate submitting any necessary consent applications to the relevant authorities in 2015. Were
the project granted consent, construction could commence in 2017.
Background to the project
The River Humber pipeline is an important pipeline – connecting an import location for gas at
Easington, on the East Yorkshire coast, to the wider network and delivering gas to millions of customers
throughout the UK.
The existing pipeline crosses the River Humber in an excavated trench along the river bed between
Paull, on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the south bank. We are looking at the options
for constructing a new pipeline as a long-term replacement, between the existing sites near Paull and
Goxhill.
If you would like further information or to comment on the preferred route corridor or the project in
general, please visit our website. You can also contact us directly via our email address, freepost
address and freephone telephone number, which are at the top of this letter.
Yours sincerely,

Robert Earl
Senior engineer
National Grid

Appendix 5
List of the Parish Council and Local
Members consulted during the
Pre-Consultation Engagement

Parish Council and Local Members consulted during the Pre-Consultation Engagement

Parish Councils
Barrow upon Humber Parish Council
East Halton Parish Council
Goxhill Parish Council
Hedon Town Council
New Holland Parish Council
North Killingholme Parish Council
Paull Parish Council
Thorngumbold Parish Council
Thornton Curtis Parish Council

Councillors

Local Authority

Cllr Peter Clark
Cllr John Wardle
Cllr David Wells
Cllr Mike Bryan
Cllr Ann Suggit
Cllr John Dennis

North Lincolnshire Council
North Lincolnshire Council
North Lincolnshire Council
East Riding County Council
East Riding County Council
East Riding County Council

Appendix 6
Section 46 Notice (8 September 2014)

Tom Carpen
Infrastructure Planning Lead
Major Applications & Plans,
The Planning Inspectorate,
Temple Quay House,
Temple Quay,
Bristol,
BS1 6PN

National Grid River Humber Gas Pipeline
Replacement Project
Email: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com
Post: Freepost National Grid R H Pipeline Project
Phone: 0800 988 9144
Web: www.riverhumberpipeline.com

8 September 2014

NATIONAL GRID GAS PLC (“NATIONAL GRID”)
SECTION 46 PLANNING ACT 2008
Proposed National Grid (River Humber Gas Pipeline Replacement) Order (the
“Proposed DCO”)

Dear Tom,
National Grid intends to make an application for the Proposed DCO and will commence its
formal consultation under section 42 of the Planning Act 2008 on 22 September 2014.
The Proposed DCO will, amongst other things, authorise the construction of a 5.4km highpressure gas pipeline up to 1220mm in diameter connecting the existing above-ground
installations at Goxhill and Paull, comprised of approximately 5km of pipeline in a tunnel
under the River Humber and 400m of onshore pipeline laid by trenched or trenchless
methods.
Pursuant to section 46 of the Planning Act 2008 we enclose a DVD containing the following
materials which we intend to provide to consultees for the purposes of statutory consultation:
1. Site Location Plan
2. Redline Boundary Plan of the proposed application site
3. Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR)
4. PEIR – Figures
5. PEIR – Draft Construction Environmental Management Plan
6. Non-Technical Summary
7. Crossing Options Report
8. Draft Works Plans
9. Draft Development Consent Order
10. Need Case
11. A copy of the published Statement of Community Consultation
12. A copy of the Section 48 Notice
13. Project Leaflet

We also attach a copy of the letters to be sent to the persons identified for consultation under
section 42, and a list of the persons consulted under paragraphs 42(1)(a), (b) and (c).
If you have any questions regarding the consultation, or have any other queries, please
contact the project team using the contact details at the top of this letter.
Yours sincerely,

Paul Lee
Project Team Manager
National Grid
Encs:

S42 letters
List of persons consulted
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River Humber pipeline
Replacement project
Statement of community consultation (SOCC)

DRAFT: 22 July 2014

National Grid River Humber pipeline replacement project
Statement of Community Consultation – DRAFT: 22 July 2014

National Grid is working with local communities to develop plans for a
replacement natural gas pipeline across the River Humber.
This document is a statement of community consultation (SOCC) which sets out how National Grid
intends to consult people in relation to its proposals to replace the existing high pressure natural gas
transmission pipeline (the ‘River Humber pipeline’) across the River Humber between the existing
Above Ground Installations (AGIs) at Paull, on the north bank of the River Humber, and Goxhill, on
the south bank.
This proposal is classed as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the Planning
Act 2008 (the ‘Act’). National Grid is launching the formal stage of the public consultation for local
communities to find out more and give National Grid their views on the proposals in line with the
requirements of the Act. Informal pre-application consultation has been ongoing since November
2012 in order to help to inform the proposals. The formal stage of the public consultation is required,
under Section 47 of the Act, prior to submitting an application to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) for
a Development Consent Order (DCO). National Grid will carry out the formal stage of pre-application
consultation in accordance with this document.
This SOCC has been produced following a 28 day period of consultation upon its content with PINs
and the relevant local authorities: East Riding of Yorkshire Council and North Lincolnshire Council.
National Grid has had regard to the responses received from those authorities when preparing this
SOCC.
This Statement of Community Consultation is published in accordance with Section 47 (6) of
the Planning Act 2008.

Background to National Grid
Our job is to connect people to the energy they use – whether to heat and light their homes, or to
keep factories and offices going.
In the UK, we own and operate the high-pressure gas network and operate the national electricity
grid. We also operate a significant low pressure gas distribution network throughout the heart of
England.
The high pressure National Transmission System for transports natural gas from import terminals to
major centres of population and some large industrial users, such as power stations, performing a
similar function to the motorways on Britain's road network.
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National Grid River Humber pipeline replacement project
Statement of Community Consultation – DRAFT: 22 July 2014

The River Humber pipeline
The River Humber pipeline is part of an important pipeline – connecting the gas terminal at Easington,
on the East Yorkshire coast, where natural gas is brought ashore, to the national network and
delivering gas supplies to millions of customers throughout the UK.
The pipeline is five kilometres (km) long (3.1 miles) and runs between Above Ground Installations
(AGIs) near Paull, on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the south bank. AGIs are
required at intervals along a pipeline to enable maintenance, third party connections and ensure the
efficient operation of the pipeline. They include valves and essential support equipment. The pipeline
lies in a 3km (1.8 mile) trench across the river bed.

The need for a replacement pipeline
Over time, tidal patterns have eroded the river bed covering the pipeline, leading to parts of it
becoming exposed. Recognising this issue, in 2010 we developed an innovative engineering solution
to protect it with gravel filled bags and with concrete ‘frond mattresses’ placed over the top. These
incorporate plastic fronds to mimic seaweed and encourage the settlement of sand and silt.
This solution ensured the pipeline could continue to operate normally in the short-term and
inspections by maintenance teams have shown that it has been effective and successful.
We are now consulting on our proposal construct a new pipeline in a tunnel beneath the River
Humber, between the existing above ground installations (AGIs) near Paull and Goxhill as a long-term
solution.
A Need Case was produced in 2011 which explains in detail the current capacity of the River Humber
pipeline and the reasons why a replacement pipeline is required.

The project
This proposal is for the construction of a new pipeline in a new tunnel beneath the River Humber,
between the existing above ground installations (AGIs) near to Paull, on the north bank of the
Humber, and Goxhill, on the south bank.
The total length of the new pipeline would be 6km (3.7 miles), of which up to 5km (3.1 miles) would be
tunnelled. Approximately 300m of pipeline would be laid onshore at Paull and 50m at Goxhill to
enable the connection to the existing AGI or pipeline. For these lengths of the pipeline it would be
buried at least 1.2m below ground. The tunnel would be at least 6m below the river bed.
The pipeline would use the same technology as used in the existing UK high-pressure gas network.
In would be made of carbon steel up to 1220mm (48 inches) in diameter and would transport natural
gas at a pressure of up to 75barg (75 times normal atmospheric pressure). The tunnel would be
between 3m and 4m in diameter. It would be dug by a Tunnel Bore Machine and lined with concrete
segments. Once complete it would be filled in with water or grouting material.
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National Grid River Humber pipeline replacement project
Statement of Community Consultation – DRAFT: 22 July 2014

National Grid is currently undertaking detailed Front End Engineering Design, including boreholes and
geophysics, to inform the final design and construction of the pipeline.
It is proposed that the main construction works would be conducted from a site near to the Goxhill
AGI. The reception compound for the tunnel would be local to Paull AGI.
The preferred route corridor proposed for the pipeline is illustrated below.

Due to its location near to a number of environmentally designated sites, this proposal is classed as a
‘Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project’ (NSIP) under the Planning Act 2008 (the Act).

Context of the consultation
As part of the planning process, National Grid has a duty to consult the local community (defined as
people living in the vicinity of the land to which the proposed application relates) pursuant to Section
47 of the Act. It must also prepare a statement (this SOCC), setting out how it proposes to do this.
To date, National Grid has carried out one stage of informal (i.e. non-statutory) consultation between
December 2012 and January 2013 (Stage One Consultation). The consultation sought the views of
local people on five route corridor options across the River Humber and two potential construction
techniques for the pipeline – by tunnel or trench. A report on the consultation can be found on the
project website (www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline).
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National Grid River Humber pipeline replacement project
Statement of Community Consultation – DRAFT: 22 July 2014

This consultation served to inform the current proposals which will be subject to a stage of “formal”
consultation (Stage Two Consultation), which National Grid now intends to carry out and has
produced this SOCC for this purpose.
The project is Environmental Impact Assessment development and therefore the application will be
accompanied by an Environmental Statement. Accordingly, National Grid is consulting on the
available Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) as part of this consultation. A Preliminary
Environmental Information Report and associated information will be available to view on the project
website, at identified public viewing places during the length of the consultation and at the
consultation events.

Consultation Zone
In order to consult people living within the vicinity of the land to which the proposed application
relates, National Grid has identified an initial Consultation Zone, which extends at least 500 metres
either side of the draft potential pipeline route and existing AGIs. The zone boundary has been drawn
at 500 metres to ensure that all those properties on and within the immediate vicinity of the route and
AGIs are covered. A map of the Consultation Zone is included at the end of this document.
Properties within the Consultation Zone will be contacted by letter with a project summary and details
of planned public exhibitions in addition to being covered by the more general communications
outlined below.
Parish councils whose boundaries fall fully or in part within the Consultation Zone will be contacted by
letter to brief them on the plans and publicise the public exhibitions.
Properties within those villages in the immediate vicinity of the Zone will also be contacted by letter.
This includes the villages of Paull and Thorngumbald (on the north side) and East Halton and Goxhill
(on the south side).

Who National Grid will consult
In line with published Government guidance and the Act, National Grid intends to take a broad view of
its duty to consult and will therefore consult with:
1.

All addresses within the Consultation Zone and within those villages in the immediate vicinity of
the Zone.

2.

All parish councils representing parishes within the Consultation Zone and those villages in the
immediate vicinity of the Zone.

3.

All local authorities within and bordering the Consultation Zone as defined by the Act

4.

Members of Parliament and Members of the European Parliament representing constituencies
within and bordering the Consultation Zone

5.

Identified local, regional and national stakeholders, technical consultees and interest groups (as
agreed with local and licensing authorities) within the Consultation Zone
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National Grid River Humber pipeline replacement project
Statement of Community Consultation – DRAFT: 22 July 2014

6.

All those individuals and groups that have previously given feedback on the Project or have
otherwise registered their interest in the Project (for example, via the project website)

7.

All individuals and groups identified as having an interest in the land to which the Onshore
Scheme relates (for example owners of land within the proposed pipeline alignment, AGI sites
and relevant adjacent areas)

8.

Other individuals and groups identified by local planning authorities as ‘hard to reach’ with an
interest in the Onshore Scheme.

9.

Marine authorities covering the River Humber/Humber Estuary such as the Crown Estate and
relevant Harbour Masters

What National Grid will consult on
The aim of the formal consultation is to ensure that the community has a chance to understand and
influence National Grid’s proposals.
During the Stage Two Consultation, National Grid will provide and/or make available information on
the preferred detailed proposals for the project, including the draft preferred pipeline route and the
location of construction compounds. The core documents that will be consulted on are the
Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) and the Draft Preferred Options Report.
Such preliminary information as is available at the date of Stage Two Consultation will be contained in
the PEIR. The subsequent application itself will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement
which will report on any likely significant effects of the project.

How and when National Grid will consult
Pre-application consultation is an important requirement for applications for DCOs for NSIPs. It
allows for potential issues to be raised, taken into account and, where possible, addressed before the
application is submitted for examination. During the consultation, National Grid will ask for comment
on:
 The draft preferred pipeline route including alignment and any limits of deviation likely to be
applied for
 Information on the possible environmental effects of the project, as understood at the time and
detailed in the PEIR
The consultation will run from 22 September to 31 October 2014 (TBC).
Throughout the formal consultation we will provide relevant written information at specific suitable
public viewing places as identified on page 10. The written information available to view will include:
 The Statement of Community Consultation
 The Preliminary Environmental Information Report
 The Draft Preferred Options Report
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National Grid River Humber pipeline replacement project
Statement of Community Consultation – DRAFT: 22 July 2014

A project brief together with consultation venues and dates will be publicised over two successive
weeks in the following local and national newspapers:
 Hull Daily Mail
 Grimsby Telegraph
 The Independent
Public Exhibitions
Open exhibitions where people will be able to view our proposals, talk to our project team
representatives and record their comments will be held at suitable venues at either end of the
proposed pipeline on both sides of the River Humber.
Venue

Address

Date

Time

Paull Village Hall

Main Street, Paull, Nr. Hull, E.

Thursday 25

3pm – 7pm

Yorkshire HU12 8AW

September 2014

Townside, East Halton

Friday 26

DN40 3NS

September 2014

Chapel Street, Goxhill

Saturday 27

DN19 7TQ

September 2014

East Halton Village Hall

Goxhill Memorial Hall

3pm – 7pm

12pm to 4pm

People will be informed about the venues and dates through a range of communication channels
including advertisements in local newspapers, regional and national newspapers, direct
communications, via our website, and posters on local parish, local authority and library notice
boards.
At the public exhibitions, project information will be presented on display boards and maps. A leaflet
providing a project summary will be available for consultees to take away, along with feedback forms
for consultees to provide their comments. Copies of the following reports will also be available for
consultees to view:
 The Preliminary Environmental Information Report
 The Draft Preferred Options Report
National Grid will do what it can to ensure these consultation dates / details do not change. If,
however, there are any changes to the above details then revised details will be published on the
project website and a notice placed at the relevant venue at least 72 hours before the original date set
out above. National Grid will also give consideration to organising additional consultation events, in
this circumstance, if it is deemed necessary.
Access for all
Those requiring further assistance or seeking access to documents in alternative formats can contact
National Grid on its advertised telephone line.
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National Grid River Humber pipeline replacement project
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Parish, local authority, MP and MEP briefings
Parish councils, local authorities, MPs and MEPs covered by the Consultation Zone / in the immediate
vicinity of the Zone will be invited to the public exhibitions and National Grid will also offer to brief
them directly, should they wish. Briefings will be organised in response to demand during the
consultation period.
Project website
The project website (www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline) will be updated at the start of the
consultation to include information about the consultation process, latest information on the project,
including the consultation materials and project reports, and a downloadable feedback form.
Consultation telephone line
The consultation telephone line (0800 988 9144) will be operational during normal office hours to
provide information and answer queries about the consultation (only).
Feedback
Local communities and other interested parties will be able to respond to the public consultation in a
number of ways. Visitors to the public exhibitions will be provided with a feedback form at these
events so they can respond to the consultation. A feedback form will be available for download from
the project. Feedback forms will also be available from the project team on request. Respondents
will also be able to give their feedback by sending an email to the project email address or by sending
their response to the project freepost address.
Respondents will be able to request information by telephone, but it will not be possible to provide
feedback through the consultation telephone line. If respondents cannot supply written feedback, they
can use the advertised telephone line to discuss and agree with National Grid alternative ways in
which they can provide feedback.
All feedback must be received by the end of the consultation period on 31 October 2014.
Please note that it may not be possible to consider feedback received after this date.
Consultation report
All consultation responses received by National Grid during the formal consultation period will be
recorded and considered along with technical and environmental matters in the development /
refinement of the project.
A consultation report will be prepared by National Grid as part of the documentation accompanying
the application for a DCO. The consultation report will give details of responses to the formal
consultation and explain how it has taken them into account in developing the application for the
project. Details of responses received will be included in the consultation report.
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Following the consultation events outlined above, and receipt of any feedback received as a result of
the consultation, National Grid will consider whether any further, localised formal pre-application
consultation under this SOCC is necessary.
Supplementary consultation
It may be necessary to make amendments to the project following the public consultation process.
Should this be necessary, National Grid may decide to hold further consultations. If further
consultation is carried out, National Grid will provide appropriate notification to relevant stakeholders
who may be affected by the amendment(s) in question.
In addition, it may be appropriate to conduct further consultation beyond what is specified in this
document to help ensure that the public and other interested parties have the opportunity to
understand and influence the project. Such further consultation could include, but is not limited to,
hosting additional exhibitions or events, providing briefings or presentations if required to other local
groups or organisations and conducting further online consultation. National Grid will ensure that any
such further consultation is supported by appropriate notifications and response periods.
Application process
Following the consultation, the plans will be finalised and an application for a DCO is expected to be
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate (PINs) by April 2015. National Grid will publicise the proposed
application in the prescribed manner under Section 48 of the Act, which will include placing an
advertisement in specified newspapers.
The role of PINs is to examine applications for DCOs and to make a recommendation to the Secretary
of State as to whether the DCO should be made, and if so in what form. Recommendations made by
PINs, and decisions made by the Secretary of State, are primarily based on National Policy
Statements (NPSs).
NPSs set out the national policy (which for energy infrastructure is the primary basis for decisions
taken on NSIP applications under the Act). For this NSIP application, the relevant NPSs are the
Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1) and National Policy Statement for Gas
Supply Infrastructure and Gas and Oil Pipelines (EN-4), the Secretary of State’s decision will be made
having regard to these documents.
When the application is submitted, National Grid will update relevant local authorities, other relevant
stakeholders and interested members of the local community. The project website will also be
updated to reflect the submission.
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Details of the public viewing places
Inspection copies of the SOCC, Preliminary Environmental Information and Preferred Options Report,
together with copies of the materials that will be available at the public exhibitions, will be made
available to view, free of charge, at the following locations during the opening hours indicated:
* Opening times are as listed by local venues – they are subject to change at the discretion of the
venue and anyone intending to visit the venue is recommended to check that it is open first.
Location

Address

Opening times*

Barton Local Link

Providence House, Holydyke,

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9.30am-

Barton Upon Humber, DN18 5PR

4.30pm; Wednesday, Friday 9.30am4pm

Hedon Customer

2 New Road Hedon HU12 8EN

Service Centre
Goxhill Library

Thorngumbald

Monday-Thursday, 9am-5pm; Friday
9am-4.30pm

The Parish Room, Howe Lane,

Monday 3.30pm-7pm; Wednesday

Goxhill, DN19 7HS

2pm-5pm; Friday 3.30pm-7pm

N/A

Monday, 9.30am - 12.00noon

Travelling Library

(Willinghams Garage); 12.30 7.30pm (Village Hall Car Park)

Consultations being undertaken by others in the area
National Grid is not aware of any other organisations likely to be carrying out consultations that may
have a bearing on our plans.
How to find out more
There are a number of ways you can find out about our proposals and register your views throughout
the consultation period:
Online: www.nationalgrid.com/riverhumberpipeline
Email: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com
Telephone: 0800 988 9144 (lines are open 9.00am – 5.00pm Monday to Friday)
Write to: FREEPOST NATIONAL GRID R H PIPELINE PROJECT
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National Grid is working with local communities to develop plans for a
replacement natural gas pipeline across the River Humber.
This document is a statement of community consultation (SOCC) which sets out how National Grid
intends to consult people in relation to its proposals to replace the existing high-pressure natural gas
transmission pipeline (the ‘River Humber pipeline’) across the River Humber between the existing
above-ground installations (AGIs) at Paull, on the north bank of the River Humber, and Goxhill, on the
south bank.
This proposal is classed as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the Planning
Act 2008 (the ‘Act’). National Grid is launching the formal stage of the public consultation for local
communities to find out more and give National Grid their views on the proposals in line with the
requirements of the Act. Informal pre-application consultation has been ongoing since November
2012 in order to help to inform the proposals. The formal stage of the public consultation is required,
under Section 47 of the Act, prior to submitting an application to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) for
a Development Consent Order (DCO). National Grid will carry out the formal stage of pre-application
consultation in accordance with this document.
This SOCC has been produced following a 28 day period of consultation upon its content with PINs
and the relevant local authorities: East Riding of Yorkshire Council and North Lincolnshire Council.
National Grid has had regard to the responses received from those authorities when preparing this
SOCC.
This Statement of Community Consultation is published in accordance with Section 47 (6) of
the Planning Act 2008.

Background to National Grid
Our job is to connect people to the energy they use – whether to heat and light their homes, or to
keep factories and offices going.
In the UK, we own and operate the high-pressure gas network and operate the national electricity
grid. We also operate a significant low-pressure gas distribution network throughout the heart of
England.
The high-pressure National Transmission System for transports natural gas from import terminals to
major centres of population and some large industrial users, such as power stations, performing a
similar function to the motorways on Britain's road network.
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The River Humber pipeline
The River Humber pipeline is part of an important pipeline – connecting the gas terminal at Easington,
on the East Riding of Yorkshire coast, where natural gas is brought ashore, to the national network
and delivering gas supplies to millions of customers throughout the UK.
The pipeline is 3.1 miles (five kilometres (km)) long and runs between above ground installations
(AGIs) near Paull, on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the south bank. AGIs are
required at intervals along a pipeline to enable maintenance, third party connections and ensure the
efficient operation of the pipeline. They include valves and essential support equipment. The pipeline
lies in a 1.8 mile (3km) trench across the river bed.

The need for a replacement pipeline
Over time, tidal patterns have eroded the river bed covering the pipeline, leading to parts of it
becoming exposed. Recognising this issue, in 2010 we developed an innovative engineering solution
to protect it with gravel filled bags and with concrete ‘frond mattresses’ placed over the top. These
incorporate plastic fronds to mimic seaweed and encourage the settlement of sand and silt.
This solution ensured the pipeline could continue to operate normally in the short-term and
inspections by maintenance teams have shown that it has been effective and successful.
We are now consulting on our proposal construct a new pipeline in a tunnel beneath the River
Humber, between the existing AGIs near Paull and Goxhill as a long-term solution.
A Need Case was produced in 2011 which explains in detail the current capacity of the River Humber
pipeline and the reasons why a replacement pipeline is required. That Need Case will be reviewed
and updated if required as part of the DCO application.

The project
This proposal is for the construction of a new pipeline in a new tunnel beneath the River Humber,
between the existing AGIs near to Paull, on the north bank of the Humber, and Goxhill, on the south
bank.
The total length of the new pipeline would be 3.63 miles (5.4km) long, of which up to 3.18 miles (5km)
would be tunnelled. Approximately 985 ft (300m) of pipeline would be laid onshore at Paull and 165 ft
(50m) at Goxhill to enable the connection to the existing AGI or pipeline. For these lengths of the
pipeline it would be buried at least four ft (1.2m) below ground. The tunnel would be at least 20 ft
(6m) below the river bed.
The pipeline would use the same technology as used in the existing UK high-pressure gas network.
In would be made of carbon steel up to 1220mm (48 inches) in diameter and would transport natural
gas at a pressure of up to 70barg (approximately 30 times the normal pressure of a car tyre). The
tunnel would be between 10 ft (3m) and 13 ft (4m) in diameter. It would be dug by a Tunnel Bore
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Machine and lined with concrete segments. Once complete it would be filled in with water or grouting
material.
National Grid is currently undertaking detailed Front End Engineering Design, including boreholes and
geophysics, to inform the final design and construction of the pipeline.
It is proposed that the main construction works would be conducted from a site near to the Goxhill
AGI. The reception compound for the tunnel would be local to Paull AGI.
The preferred route corridor proposed for the pipeline is illustrated below.

Due to its potential to have impacts on a number of environmentally designated sites, this proposal is
classed as a ‘Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project’ (NSIP) under the Planning Act 2008 (the
Act).

Context of the consultation
As part of the planning process, National Grid has a duty to consult the local community (defined as
people living in the vicinity of the land to which the proposed application relates) pursuant to Section
47 of the Act. It must also prepare a statement (this SOCC), setting out how it proposes to do this.
To date, National Grid has carried out one stage of informal (i.e. non-statutory) consultation between
December 2012 and January 2013 (Stage One Consultation). The consultation sought the views of
local people on five route corridor options across the River Humber and two potential construction
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techniques for the pipeline – by tunnel or trench. A report on the consultation can be found on the
project website (www.riverhumberpipeline.com).
This consultation served to inform the current proposals which will be subject to a stage of “formal”
consultation (Stage Two Consultation), which National Grid now intends to carry out and has
produced this SOCC for this purpose.
The project is Environmental Impact Assessment development and therefore the application will be
accompanied by an Environmental Statement. Accordingly, National Grid is consulting on the
available Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) as part of this consultation. A Preliminary
Environmental Information Report and associated information will be available to view on the project
website, at identified public viewing places during the length of the consultation and at the
consultation events.

Consultation Zone
In order to consult people living within the vicinity of the land to which the proposed application
relates, National Grid has identified an initial Consultation Zone, which extends at least 500 metres
either side of the draft potential pipeline route and existing AGIs. The zone boundary has been drawn
at 500 metres to ensure that all those properties on and within the immediate vicinity of the route and
AGIs are covered. A map of the Consultation Zone is included at the end of this document.
Properties within the Consultation Zone will be contacted by letter with a project summary and details
of planned public exhibitions in addition to being covered by the more general communications
outlined below. Properties within those villages in the immediate vicinity of the Zone will also be
contacted by letter. This includes the villages of Paull and Thorngumbald (on the north side) and East
Halton and Goxhill (on the south side).
In addition, National Grid has identified villages and properties that could be affected by proposed
traffic management routes. These will also be contacted by letter. A map of the traffic management
Consultation Zone has been included at the end of this document.
Parish councils whose boundaries fall fully or in part within the Consultation Zone will be contacted by
letter to brief them on the plans and publicise the public exhibitions.

Who National Grid will consult
In line with published Government guidance and the Act, National Grid intends to take a broad view of
its duty to consult and will therefore consult with:
1.

All addresses within the Consultation Zone and within those villages in the immediate vicinity of
the Zone.

2.

All addresses with the potential to be affected by the proposed traffic management routes if not
otherwise included.
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3.

All parish councils representing parishes within the Consultation Zone and those villages in the
immediate vicinity of the Zone.

4.

All local authorities within and bordering the Consultation Zone as defined by the Act

5.

Members of Parliament and Members of the European Parliament representing constituencies
within and bordering the Consultation Zone

6.

Identified local, regional and national stakeholders, technical consultees and interest groups (as
agreed with local and licensing authorities) within the Consultation Zone

7.

All those individuals and groups that have previously given feedback on the Project or have
otherwise registered their interest in the Project (for example, via the project website)

8.

All individuals and groups identified as having an interest in the land to which the Onshore
Scheme relates (for example owners of land within the proposed pipeline alignment, AGI sites
and relevant adjacent areas)

9.

Other individuals and groups identified by local planning authorities as ‘hard to reach’ with an
interest in the Onshore Scheme.

10. Marine authorities covering the River Humber/Humber Estuary such as the Crown Estate and
relevant Harbour Masters

What National Grid will consult on
The aim of the formal consultation is to ensure that the community has a chance to understand and
influence National Grid’s proposals.
During the Stage Two Consultation, National Grid will provide and/or make available information on
the preferred detailed proposals for the project, including the draft preferred pipeline route and the
location of construction compounds. The core documents that will be consulted on are the
Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) and the Crossing Options Report.
Such preliminary information as is available at the date of Stage Two Consultation will be contained in
the PEIR. The subsequent application itself will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement
which will report on any likely significant effects of the project.

How and when National Grid will consult
Pre-application consultation is an important requirement for applications for DCOs for NSIPs. It
allows for potential issues to be raised, taken into account and, where possible, addressed before the
application is submitted for examination. During the consultation, National Grid will ask for comment
on:
 The draft preferred pipeline route including alignment and any limits of deviation likely to be
applied for
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 Information on the possible environmental effects of the project, as understood at the time and
detailed in the PEIR
The consultation will run from 22 September to 31 October 2014.
Throughout the formal consultation we will provide relevant written information at specific suitable
public viewing places as identified on page 10. The written information available to view will include:
 The Statement of Community Consultation
 The Preliminary Environmental Information Report
 The Crossing Options Report
A project brief together with consultation venues and dates will be publicised over two successive
weeks in the following local and national newspapers:
 Hull Daily Mail
 Grimsby Telegraph
 The Independent
Public Exhibitions
Open exhibitions where people will be able to view our proposals, talk to our project team
representatives and record their comments will be held at suitable venues at either end of the
proposed pipeline on both sides of the River Humber.
Venue

Address

Date

Time

Paull Village Hall

Main Street, Paull, Nr. Hull, E.

Thursday 25

3pm – 7pm

Yorkshire HU12 8AW

September 2014

Townside, East Halton

Friday 26

DN40 3NS

September 2014

Chapel Street, Goxhill

Saturday 27

DN19 7JJ

September 2014

East Halton Village Hall

Goxhill Memorial Hall

3pm – 7pm

12pm to 4pm

People will be informed about the venues and dates through a range of communication channels
including advertisements in local newspapers, regional and national newspapers, direct
communications, via our website, and posters on local parish, local authority and library notice
boards.
At the public exhibitions, project information will be presented on display boards and maps. A leaflet
providing a project summary will be available for consultees to take away, along with feedback forms
for consultees to provide their comments. Copies of the following reports will also be available for
consultees to view:
 The Preliminary Environmental Information Report
 The Crossing Options Report
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National Grid will do what it can to ensure these consultation dates / details do not change. If,
however, there are any changes to the above details then revised details will be published on the
project website and a notice placed at the relevant venue at least 72 hours before the original date set
out above. National Grid will also give consideration to organising additional consultation events, in
this circumstance, if it is deemed necessary.
Access for all
Those requiring further assistance or seeking access to documents in alternative formats can contact
National Grid on its advertised telephone line.
Parish, local authority, MP and MEP
Parish councils, local authorities, MPs and MEPs covered by the Consultation Zone / in the immediate
vicinity of the Zone will be invited to the public exhibitions.
Project website
The project website (www.riverhumberpipeline.com) will be updated at the start of the consultation to
include information about the consultation process, latest information on the project, including the
consultation materials and project reports, and a downloadable feedback form.
Consultation telephone line
The consultation telephone line (0800 988 9144) will be operational during normal office hours to
provide information and answer queries about the consultation (only).
Feedback
Local communities and other interested parties will be able to respond to the public consultation in a
number of ways. Visitors to the public exhibitions will be provided with a feedback form at these
events so they can respond to the consultation. A feedback form will be available for download from
the project. Feedback forms will also be available from the project team on request. Respondents
will also be able to give their feedback by sending an email to the project email address or by sending
their response to the project freepost address.
Respondents will be able to request information by telephone, but it will not be possible to provide
feedback through the consultation telephone line. If respondents cannot supply written feedback, they
can use the advertised telephone line to discuss and agree with National Grid alternative ways in
which they can provide feedback.
All feedback must be received by the end of the consultation period on 31 October 2014.
Please note that it may not be possible to consider feedback received after this date.
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Consultation report
All consultation responses received by National Grid during the formal consultation period will be
recorded and considered along with technical and environmental matters in the development /
refinement of the project.
A consultation report will be prepared by National Grid as part of the documentation accompanying
the application for a DCO. The consultation report will give details of responses to the formal
consultation and explain how it has taken them into account in developing the application for the
project. Details of responses received will be included in the consultation report.
Following the consultation events outlined above, and receipt of any feedback received as a result of
the consultation, National Grid will consider whether any further, localised formal pre-application
consultation under this SOCC is necessary.
Supplementary consultation
It may be necessary to make amendments to the project following the public consultation process.
Should this be necessary, National Grid may decide to hold further consultations. If further
consultation is carried out, National Grid will provide appropriate notification to relevant stakeholders
who may be affected by the amendment(s) in question.
In addition, it may be appropriate to conduct further consultation beyond what is specified in this
document to help ensure that the public and other interested parties have the opportunity to
understand and influence the project. Such further consultation could include, but is not limited to,
hosting additional exhibitions or events, providing briefings or presentations if required to other local
groups or organisations and conducting further online consultation. National Grid will ensure that any
such further consultation is supported by appropriate notifications and response periods.
Application process
National Grid will publicise the proposed application in the prescribed manner under Section 48 of the
Act, which will include placing an advertisement in specified newspapers. Following the consultation,
the plans will be finalised and an application for a DCO is expected to be submitted to the Planning
Inspectorate (PINs) by April 2015.
The role of PINs is to examine applications for DCOs and to make a recommendation to the Secretary
of State as to whether the DCO should be made, and if so in what form. Recommendations made by
PINs, and decisions made by the Secretary of State, are primarily based on National Policy
Statements (NPSs).
NPSs set out the national policy (which for energy infrastructure is the primary basis for decisions
taken on NSIP applications under the Act). For this NSIP application, the relevant NPSs are the
Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1) and National Policy Statement for Gas
Supply Infrastructure and Gas and Oil Pipelines (EN-4), the Secretary of State’s decision will be made
having regard to these documents.
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When the application is submitted, National Grid will update relevant local authorities, other relevant
stakeholders and interested members of the local community. The project website will also be
updated to reflect the submission.
Details of the public viewing places
Inspection copies of the SOCC, Preliminary Environmental Information and Crossing Options Report,
together with copies of the materials that will be available at the public exhibitions, will be made
available to view, free of charge, at the following locations during the opening hours indicated:
* Opening times are as listed by local venues – they are subject to change at the discretion of the
venue and anyone intending to visit the venue is recommended to check that it is open first.
Location

Address

Opening times*

Barton Local Link

Providence House, Holydyke,

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9.30am-

Barton Upon Humber, DN18 5PR

4.30pm; Wednesday, Friday 9.30am4pm

Hedon Customer

2 New Road Hedon HU12 8EN

Service Centre
Goxhill Library

Thorngumbald

Monday-Thursday, 9am-5pm; Friday
9am-4.30pm

The Parish Room, Howe Lane,

Monday 3.30pm-7pm; Wednesday

Goxhill, DN19 7HS

2pm-5pm; Friday 3.30pm-7pm

N/A

Monday, 9.30am - 12.00noon

Travelling Library

(Willinghams Garage); 12.30 7.30pm (Village Hall Car Park)

Consultations being undertaken by others in the area
National Grid is not aware of any other organisations likely to be carrying out consultations that may
have a bearing on our plans.
How to find out more
There are a number of ways you can find out about our proposals and register your views throughout
the consultation period:
Online: www.riverhumberpipeline.com
Email: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com
Telephone: 0800 988 9144 (lines are open 9.00am – 5.00pm Monday to Friday)
Write to: FREEPOST NATIONAL GRID R H PIPELINE PROJECT
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Consultation zone
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Traffic management consultation zone

Page 12 of 12

Appendix 9
Prescribed Consultees Identified within
Schedule 1 of the Infrastructure Planning
(Applications: Prescribed Forms and
Procedure) Regulations 2009
(as amended)

S42 Consultees Consulted at Stage 2 under Schedule 1 of the Infrastructure
Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009
(as amended)

Consultee category

Organisation

Section 42 Consultees

Section 42(1)(a) Consultees

The relevant Regional Planning Body

Local Government Yorkshire and Humber
[No longer exists]

The Health & Safety Executive

The Health & Safety Executive

National Health Service Commissioning
Board (NHS England)
Clinical Commissioning Groups
(formerly The relevant Strategic
Health Authority)

NHS England

Public Health England

Natural England

Natural England

English Heritage
(formerly The Historic Buildings and
Monuments Commission for England)

English Heritage (HQ)

English Heritage Yorkshire & the Humber

English Heritage Regional Office

English Heritage East Midlands

English Heritage Offshore

Humberside Fire & Rescue Service

The relevant fire and rescue authority

East Riding of Yorkshire CPU

North Lincolnshire CPU

The Police and Crime Commissioner for
Humberside

The relevant Police and Crime
Commissioner

The Police and Crime Commissioner for
South Yorkshire

The Police and Crime Commissioner for
North Yorkshire

Yorkshire Ambulance Service NHS Trust
The relevant Ambulance Trust
East Midlands Ambulance Service NHS
Trust

Goxhill (B)
The relevant parish council
Paull (B)

Environment Agency - HQ

The Environment Agency

Environment Agency Yorkshire & North
East
The Environment Agency - Regional
Office

Environment Agency Anglian

Environment Agency Yorkshire Region

The Environment Agency - Lincolnshire
and Northamptonshire

CABE (Design Council)

CABE

Equality and Human Rights
Commission

Equality and Human Rights Commission

Homes and Communities Agency

Homes and Communities Agency

The Joint Nature Conservation
Committee

The Joint Nature Conservation Committee
(Onshore)

The Commission for Rural
Communities

Commission for Rural Communities

Maritime and Costguard Agency
The Maritime and Coastguard Agency
Maritime and Coastguard Agency Hull
Marine Office

Associated British Ports

Associated British Ports Head Office

The Port of Hull

Marine Management Organisation
Marine Management Organisation
Marine Management Organisation Eastern
Marine Area

Harbour

Cowing

The Highways Agency

The Highways Agency

Highways Agency Historical Railways
Estate

The Highways Agency - Regional Contact

Lincolnshire County Council Highways
Authority

East Riding of Yorkshire Council Highways
Department

East Riding of Yorkshire Council
The relevant Highways Authority
City of Kingston upon Hull

North Lincolnshire Council

The Coal Authority

The Coal Authority

Gas and Electricity Markets Authority

Gas and Electricity Markets Authority

South Holderness IDB
The relevant internal drainage board
York Consortium Drainage Boards

North East Lindsey IDB

The Canal and River Trust
Canal and River Trust
Canal and River Trust North East
Waterways

Canal and River Trust East Midlands

Waterways

Statutory Ferry Toll Undertakers

Associated British Ports

Trinity House

Trinity House

The Health Protection Agency

Public Health England

Humber Emergency Planning Service
Local Resilience Forum
Head of Joint Emergency Management
Service, Lincolnshire County Council

Atlantic Electric and Gas

British Gas

Countrywide Energy

Dong Energy

E.ON Energy
Relevant statutory undertakers Local
Electricity Supply Company
Ecotricity

EDF Energy

Equipower

Gazprom

GDF Suez

Good Energy

Green Energy UK

London Energy

Npower

Sainsbury's Energy

Scottish and Southern Energy

Scottish Hydro Electric

ScottishPower

Seeboard Energy

Southern Electric

Swalec

Western Power Distribution (formerly
SWEB Energy)

Total Gas and Power

uSwitch

Utilita

Utility Warehouse

Which? Switch

National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc

National Grid Gas Plc
Relevant statutory undertakers
transmission licence holders

Scottish Hydro Electric (Local Electricity
Supply Company)

Scottish Power (Local Electricity Supply
Company)

Relevant statutory undertakers
interconnector licence holders

None identified

Relevant statutory undertakers
generator licence holders

None identified

Northern Powergrid

EDF Energy (DNO) Ltd

ECG Distribution Ltd
Relevant statutory undertakers
supplier licence holders
Energetics Electricity Ltd

ES Pipelines

Fulcrum Pipelines Ltd

GTC Pipelines Ltd

Independent Pipelines Ltd

Independent Power Networks Ltd

Northern Gas Networks

Quadrant Pipelines

Scottish Gas Networks PLC

Scottish & Southern Energy PLC

Southern Gas Networks PLC

Utility Grid Installations

Wales and West Utilities Ltd

YE Distribution

Npower

Northern Powergrid

YEDL/NEDL

Scotland Gas Networks PLC

Southern Gas Networks PLC

SSE Pipelines Ltd

LNG Portable Pipeline Services

The Electric Network Compant Limited

Northern Powergrid (Yorkshire) Plc

ESP Pipelines LTD

ESP Electricity Limited

ESP Networks LTD

ESP Connections LTD

Relevant statutory undertakers Local
Water Company (supply and
sewerage)

Water Service Regulation Authority
(OFWAT)

Yorkshire Water Plc

Anglian Water

British Gas Pipelines Ltd
Relevant statutory undertakers Local
Gas Company (including NG gas
transmission and distribution)

Energetics Gas Ltd

Gas Transportation Company Ltd

National Grid Gas Plc

Relevant statutory undertakers
Universal Service Provider

Royal Mail

City of Kingston upon Hull (A)
Relevant statutory undertakers
Licence Holder (Chapter 1 of Part 1 of
Transport Act 2000)

Network Rail

Network Rail (CTRL) Ltd

South Yorkshire ITA/PTA

Office of Rail Regulation

Health & Safety Executive
Relevant statutory undertakers Health
Bodies

Health Protection Agency - Yorkshire and
Humber

Humber NHS Foundation Trust

NHS East Riding of Yorkshire

NHS North Lincolnshire

NHS Yorkshire & Humber

NHS Hull Clinical commissioning Group

Northern Lincolnshire and Goole Hospitals
NHS Trust

Rotherham, Doncaster and South Humber

Mental Health NHS Foundation Trust

North Lincolnshire Clinical Commissioning
Group

North East Lincolnshire Clinical
Commissioning Group

Relevant Statutory undertakers Canal
or Inland Navigation

Water and Sewage undertakers

NAVAREA One Coordinator

Anglican Water

Yorkshire Water

The Crown Estate Commissioners

The Forestry Commission

The Crown Estate

The Forestry Commission (National Office)

The Forestry Commission

Section 42(1)(b) (Section 43) Consultees

Local Authorities

East Riding of Yorkshire (B)

North Lincolnshire (B)

York (A)

City of Kingston upon Hull (A)

North East Lincolnshire (A)

Doncaster District (A)

West Lindsey District (A)

Bassetlaw District (A)

Selby District (A)

Scarborough District (A)

Ryedale District (A)

Nottinghamshire County (D)

Lincolnshire County (D)

North Yorkshire County (D)
Section (42(1)(d) (Section 44) Consultees

PIL

Sands Farm, Goxhill, Barrow Upon
Humber, North Lincolnshire,DN19 7LR

PIL

The Grange, East Halton, Immingham,
North Lincolnshire,DN40 3PX

PIL

Laurel Farm, Skeffling, Hull, East Riding of
Yorkshire, HU12 0UP

PIL

Low Paull Farm, Thorngumbald Road,
Paull, Hull, East Riding of Yorkshire, HU12
8AX

PIL

Boreas Hill Farm, Thorngumbald Road,
Paull, Hull, East Riding of Yorkshire, HU12
8AX

PIL

Station Road, Cottingham, East Riding of
Yorkshire, HU16 4LL

PIL

Trinity Square, Tower Hill, City of London,
EC3N 4DH

PIL

The Crown Estate Commissioners, 16 New
Burlington Place, London, W1S 2HX

PIL

The Crown Estate Commissioners, Aviator
Court, Amy Johnson Way, York, North
Yorkshire, YO30 4GZ

PIL

Aldwych House, 71-91 Aldwych, London,
WC2B 4HN

PIL

Riverside House, King George Dock, Hull,
HU9 5PS

PIL

Littlecroft, South End, Goxhill, North
Lincolnshire,DN19 7NE

PIL

Pine Tree Farm, South End, Goxhill, North
Lincolnshire, DN19 7LZ

PIL

Church Farm, East Halton ,Grimsby, North
East Lincolnshire, DN40 3NX

PIL

Lancaster Approach, North Killingholme,
Immingham, North Lincolnshire, DN40 3JZ

PIL
15 Pasture Road, Barton Upon Humber,

North Lincolnshire, DN18 5RA

PIL

North End, Goxhill, North Lincolnshire,
DN19 7JT

PIL

56 Tetney Lane, Holton le clay,
Lincolnshire, DN36 5AT

PIL

Ferry Farm, Ferry Rd, Goxhill, North
Lincolnshire, DN19 7NJ

PIL

32A Clint Lane, Navenby, Lincolnshire,
LN5 0EX

PIL

22 St Hilarys Drive, North Hykeham,
Lincolnshire, LN6 8QN

PIL

The Poplars, Ferry Road, Goxhill,
Lincolnshire, DN19 7JY

PIL

The Homestead, Ferry Road, Goxhill,
North Lincolnshire, DN19 7JY

PIL

Woodhaze, Thornton Barrow, Barrow
Upon Humber, North Lincolnshire, DN19
7EB

PIL

The poplars, Ferry Road, Goxhill, North
Lincolnshire, DN19 7JY

PIL

Haven Farm, Ferry Road, Barrow upon
Humber, North Lincolnshire, DN19 7NH

PIL

Demswood, Boreas Hill, Thorngumbald
Road, Paull, Hull, HU12 8AX

PIL

Glebe Farm, Burstwick, HU12 9QA

PIL

6 Silver Street, Hull, HU1 1JA

PIL

1 Mount View, Woodgates Lane, North
Ferriby, HU14 3JG

PIL

Able House, Billingham Reach Ind Est
Billingham, Stockton On Tees, TS23 1PX

PIL

Boreas Vale Farm, Thorngumbald Road,
Paull, Hull, HU12 8AZ

PIL

8 Canada Sq, CanaryWharf, London,E14
5HQ

PIL

PO Box 502, 42 High Street, Sheffield,
South Yorkshire, S1 2YW

PIL

1 Churchill Place, London, E14 5HP

PIL

25 Gresham Street, London, EC2V 7HN

PIL

Impact House, 8 Castle Boulevard,
Nottingham, NG7 1GG

PIL

Millstream, Maidenhead Road, Windsor,
Berkshire, SL4 5GD

PIL

41 Park Cross Street, Leeds, West
Yorkshire, LS1 2QH

PIL

Building A, Sunbury Business Park,
Sunbury on Thames, Middlesex, TW16

7LL

PIL

Chapel Farm, Chapel Field Road, Goxhill,
Barrow Upon Humber, North Lincolnshire,
DN19 7NG

PIL

Spring Farm, Chapel Field Road, Goxhill,
Barrow Upon Humber, North Lincolnshire,
DN19 7NG

PIL

Elsham Linc, Wooton Road, Elsham Top,
North Lincolnshire, DN20 0NU

PIL

Fir Tree Farm, East Marsh Road, Goxhill,
Barrow Upon Humber, North Lincolnshire,
DN19 7NQ

PIL

Lakes Farm, Thorngumbald Road, Paull,
Hull, HU12 8AX

PIL

Estate Office, Brocklesby Park, Grimsby,
DN41 8PN

PIL

Goxhill Airfield, Chapel Field Road, Goxhill,
Barrow Upon Humber, North Lincolnshire,
DN19 7NF

PIL

Lancaster Approach, North Killingholme,
Immingham, North Lincolnshire, DN40 3JZ

PIL

Bleach House, Hull Road, Woodmansey,
East Riding of Yorkshire, HU17 0TA

PIL

Brookhill Farm, Horsegate Field road,
Goxhill, Barrow Upon Humber, North
Lincolnshire, DN197NN

PIL

Lynton Stud, East Marsh Road, Goxhill,
Barrow Upon Humber ,North Lincolnshire,
DN19 7NQ

PIL

82 Micklegate, York, YO1 6LF

PIL

18 Market Place, Patrington, East Riding of
Yorkshire, HU12 0RB

PIL

The Ordnance Depot, Thorngumbald
Road, Paull, East Riding of Yorkshire,
HU12 8FP

PIL

14 Merchants Place, Merchantgate, York,
YO1 9TU

PIL

Eastfield, Albert Street, Brigg, North
Lincolnshire, DN20 8HS

Non Prescribed Consultees

Goxhill (B)

Paull (B)

New Holland (A)
The relevant parish council
Barrow upon Humber (A)

Thornton Curtis (A)

East Halton (A)

Preston (A)

Hedon (A)

Thorngumbald (A)

Barton upon Humber (A)

North Killingholme (A)

Keyingham (A)

Ottringham (A)

Sunk Island (A)

Melton Ross Parish Council

Croxton Parish Council

RSPB

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
(RSPB)

RSPB Northern England

National Trust
National Trust
National Trust Yorkshire & the North East

National Trust East of England

National Trust, Yorkshire, Teesside, N

Lincolnshire

Local Wildlife Trust

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust

Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust

Woodland Trust

Woodland Trust

Commoners Associations (Local)

Federation of Yorkshire Commoners and
Graziers

NFU

National Farmers' Union

NFU North East

Country Land and and Business
Association Limited

Country Land and Business Association
Limited

Department for Communities and
Local Government

Department for Communities and Local
Government

Department for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs

Department for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs

Department of Energy and Climate
Change

Department of Energy and Climate
Change

Open Spaces Society

Open Spaces Society

Sustrans

Sustrans

Ramblers Association

Ramblers Association

Civic Trust

Civic Voice

CPRE

CPRE

Friends of the Earth

Friends of the Earth (Main office)

Greenpeace

Greenpeace

Royal National Lifeboat Institution

Royal National Lifeboat Institution

BSkyB

BT Group

Cable & Wireless Worldwide

Colt Group S.A

Easynet

Relevant telecoms companies

KCOM Group

Level 3 Communications

Talk Talk.com

Virgin Media

O2

EE

Vodafone

Three

Kingston Communications

Quickline Communications Ltd

Atlas Communications
Additional Local Independent
Telecoms Companies

The One Point

Genesis Business Systems Ltd

Cobus Communications

PSB Network Services Ltd

Local Economic Partnerships

Humber Local Enterprise Partnership

MoD

Ministry of Defence

Section 42 Prescribed Consultees not consulted during the Stage 2
Consultation

Consultee

Organisation Justification for Not
Consulting

The Welsh Ministers

The application is not in Wales and is
unlikely to have an impact on land in
Wales

The Scottish Executive

The application is not in Scotland and is
unlikely to have an impact on land in
Scotland

The relevant Northern Ireland
Department

The application is not in Northern Ireland
and is unlikely to have an impact on land
in Northern Island

The relevant Health Board

The application is not in Scotland and is
unlikely to have an impact on land in
Scotland

The Scottish Environment Protection
Agency

The application is not in Scotland and is
unlikely to have an impact on land in
Scotland

The relevant Regional Development
Agency

The Regional Development Agency have
now been abolished

The Scottish Human Rights Commission

The application is not in Scotland and is
unlikely to have an impact on land in
Scotland

AONB Conservation Boards

The application is not in within or likely to
have an impact on land in within an area
covered by an AONB Conservation Board

Royal Commission on Ancient and

The application is not in Wales and is

Historical Monuments of Wales

unlikely to have an impact on land in
Wales

The Countryside Council for Wales

The application is not in Wales and is
unlikely to have an impact on land in
Wales

Scottish Natural Heritage

The application is not in Scotland and is
unlikely to have an impact on land in
Scotland

Marine Scotland Compliance

The application is not in Scotland and is
unlikely to have an impact on land in
Scotland

Civil Aviation Authority

The application is not likely to have an
impact on land an airport or its current or
future operation

Integrated Transport Authorities (ITAs)
and;
Passenger Transport Executives (PTEs)

The application is not likely to affect
transport within, to or from, the relevant
integrated transport area of the ITA or
PTE

Transport for London

The application is not likely affect
transport within, to, or from Greater
London

Passenger Focus

In accordance with Regulation 3(3)(d)(v)
of the Amendment Regulations this
consultee is removed from the Schedule
1 list.

Disabled Persons Transport Advisory
Committee

In accordance with Regulation 3(3)(d)(vi)
of the Amendment Regulations this
consultee is removed from the Schedule
1 list.

Office of Rail Regulation

In accordance with Regulation 3(3)(d)(vii)
of the Amendment Regulations this

consultee is removed from the Schedule
1 list.

Office of Rail Regulation approved
operators

In accordance with Regulation 3(3)(d)(vii)
of the Amendment Regulations this
consultee is removed from the Schedule
1 list.

Water Services Regulation Authority

In accordance with Regulation 3(3)(d)(ix)
of the Amendment Regulations this
consultee is removed from the Schedule
1 list.

The Water Industry Commission of
Scotland

In accordance with Regulation 3(3)(d)(x)
of the Amendment Regulations this
consultee is removed from the Schedule
1 list.

Relevant Waste Regulation Authority

Removed from the Schedule 1 list

Greater London Authority

The application is not likely to affect the
land in Greater London

Local Authorities within zones of Visual
Influence

There are no local authorities identified
that are not an 'A', 'B', 'C', or 'D' local
authority that will fall within the zone of
Visual Influence.
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Introduction

National Grid is proposing to build a replacement
natural gas pipeline beneath the River Humber to
strengthen our gas transmission network and connect
our existing facilities near to Paull and Goxhill.
We are proposing to construct a tunnel under the river
to carry this pipeline. This pipeline would replace one
that currently runs in a trench on the river bed and is
nearing the end of its operating life.
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National Grid
In the UK, we own and operate the
high-pressure gas network and
operate the national electricity grid.

This brochure provides a
summary of the scheme, an
explanation of the consultation
process and a non-technical
summary of the preliminary
environmental information we
have gathered to date.
Our existing pipeline is used to transmit
gas to all parts of the UK and deliver
supplies to millions of customers every
day. Because it runs in a trench on
the river bed, which is susceptible to
erosion and the impact of tidal currents,
the tunnel requires close monitoring and
annual surveys have been completed
since the 1980s.
During the 1990s – and as a result of
these surveys – National Grid became
aware of potentially harmful effects on
the pipeline created by the unique action
of the tides in the Humber Estuary. We
have managed those risks effectively
and the pipeline continues to carry gas
safely and efficiently.
Nonetheless, National Grid has
recognised that a robust long-term
solution would bring a number of
benefits, especially because of the highlevel of importance this pipeline has
within the overall national transmission
system (NTS) for natural gas.
National Grid is therefore proposing to
replace the current pipeline with a new
one, built within a tunnel under the
River Humber.
To gain planning consent, National Grid
will be submitting an application for a
Development Consent Order (DCO) to
the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) and,
ultimately, a decision will be made by
the Government.
Purpose of the PEIR
This document provides a nontechnical summary of our Preliminary
Environmental Information Report
(PEIR). It is designed to help people
with an interest in the project to

understand a) what is proposed and
b) what our Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) work to date has
demonstrated. The EIA is carried
out in order to assess the potential
environmental effects of the proposals.
This ‘Preliminary Environmental
Information’ (PEI) will enable those
participating in the consultation to
understand the likely environmental
effects of the scheme and help them
to reach an informed opinion on the
proposals. The information will largely
be submitted to consultees in the form
of the PEIR.
National Grid is seeking feedback
on the information presented in this
PEIR. It will consider the feedback
received and, where relevant, will
use the feedback in the production
of an Environmental Statement (ES)
in accordance with the Infrastructure
Planning (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2009 (the
EIA Regulations) to accompany the
DCO application.
What and where?
We are proposing a 3.63 mile (5.4km)
pipeline running between locations
close to Paull, on the north bank, and
Goxhill, on the south bank.
In terms of the local geography and
setting, the proposed project area
is approximately 2 miles (3km) east
of Kingston upon Hull and within the
Humber Estuary. This location is largely
flat and low-lying, characterised by
mudflats and salt marshes. Paull and
Goxhill are the closest communities to
the proposed project area.
Approximately 3.18 miles (5km) of the
overall pipeline length would be in a
tunnel and approximately 985 ft (300
metres) of pipeline would be laid onshore
at Paull and 165 ft (50 metres) at Goxhill
to enable the connection to the existing
above ground installations (AGIs).

The pipeline helps to transport gas to all
parts of the UK and connects into the
gas import terminal at Easington on the
East Riding of Yorkshire coast, where
natural gas is brought ashore. It carries
gas to the gas compressor facility at
Hatton which, in turn, serves the wider
national transmission system.
The Humber Estuary is recognised
as having a special and sensitive
environment. It is designated a Special
Protection Area (SPA), Special Area
of Conservation (SAC), Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Ramsar site.
The scheme is within East Riding of
Yorkshire and North Lincolnshire
Local Authorities.
There is an existing AGI at Paull and one
at Goxhill. The Paull AGI is bordered by
Thorngumbald Road to the north east, a
flood protection bund to the south west,
Thorngumbald Drain to the north west
and a car park to the south east.
The Goxhill AGI is located in the corner
of a field bounded by an access track
on the south west and a field boundary
on the north west.
Consultation with communities
This document forms part of a package
of information and material being used
to undertake statutory consultation in
line with the requirements for submitting
a DCO application.
This statutory consultation is taking
place between 22 September 2014
and 31 October 2014. It is designed
for local communities and stakeholders
to find out more about our plans and
give us their views on the proposals.
Feedback will be used to help inform the
development of the project.
Previously, in winter 2012/13, we carried
out a round of informal consultation. The
feedback from that earlier consultation
helped us to arrive at the plans and
proposals we are now showing as part
of this statutory consultation.
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The scheme: an overview

This new pipeline is required to transport gas safely and efficiently
from a key import location at Easington and into the wider national
transmission network.
The Planning Process
We are following national planning
guidelines and requirements in terms of
how we are compiling our application
material and undertaking this application.
To inform our approach, National Grid
submitted a request to Government –
via the National Infrastructure Directorate
of PINS – to adopt a screening opinion
as to whether this project would be
likely to have significant effects on the
environment because of factors such as
its nature, size or location.
In parallel, guidance was sought from
Government via the Department for

Anticipated project timeline
DATE
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Energy and Climate change under
Regulation 6 of the Public Gas
Transporter Pipeline Works (EIA)
Regulations 1999.
In line with planning regulations
Government has determined that the
proposed pipeline is likely to have
significant effects on the environment
because of the characteristics of
the development, the location of the
development and the type of potential
impacts. This decision is based on a
consideration of the:
Potential impacts on the Humber
Estuary SAC, SPA, SSSI and Ramsar

A more accurate programme will be
known once more detailed studies
have taken place.

ACTIVITIES

2012

Strategic options investigated and route corridors identified
Stage One Consultation on route corridor options

2013

Stage One Consultation and Route Corridor Studies
complete and preferred route corridor decided
Further environmental and engineering investigations
Engagement with landowners and stakeholders

2014

Stage Two Consultation on the precise route of the pipeline
Produce Environmental Impact Assessment or
Environmental Statement

2015

Submission of any necessary consent applications

2016

Applications determined

2017 – 2019

Pipeline constructed and becomes operational

Potential impacts on nature
conservation species due to
disturbance from noise and lighting
Potential landscape and visual
impacts as a result of the presence of
silos and construction activity
Potential cumulative impacts with
other projects in the area.
As a result, National Grid is required to
make an application to PINS for a DCO.
PINS will examine our application
before making a recommendation
to the Secretary of State for Energy
and Climate Change to determine
the project.
A final decision will be taken by the
Secretary of State on behalf of the
Government.

Pipeline facts and figures
The pipeline would be approximately
3.63 miles (5.4km) long and would
use the same sort of construction
technology as the rest of the national
high-pressure gas pipeline network,
owned and operated by National Grid.
It would be up to 48” (approximately
1,220mm) in diameter and buried at
least 4 ft (1.2 metres) below ground (ie
those sections proposed for the north
and south banks).
The proposed tunnel to carry the
pipeline underneath the river would
be at least 19.5 ft (6 metres) below
the bottom of the riverbed.
The pipeline would carry natural
gas (methane) in gaseous form at a
pressure of 70barg (approximately
30 times the normal pressure of
a car tyre). The pipeline would
regularly transport up to 100 million
cubic metres of gas per day.

“
”

We are following national planning guidelines
and requirements in terms of how we are
compiling our application.

KINGSTON UPON HULL
Hedon

Thorngumbald
Paull

New
Holland
Goxhill

East Halton
Key:
Above Ground
Installation

1 ml
2 km

Proposed construction working area
(where pipeline will be routed)
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Preferred option map

This map shows the proposed
option for the replacement
pipeline and the tunnel beneath
the River Humber.
The pipeline will be 3.63 miles
(5.4km) long of which 3.18 miles
(5km) would be tunnelled.
Also shown are the proposed sites for
temporary construction areas near to
the existing AGIs close to Paull and
Goxhill. These would be similar to
the facilities set up on many
construction projects and would
provide areas for staff, machinery,
storage and fabrication.

1 GOXHILL
GOXHILLAGI
AGI

You can find out more about how we
have identified the preferred option
for the pipeline and construction
areas in the Crossing Options Report,
available at the public exhibition and
on our website.

POTENTIAL CONS
POTENTIAL
CONST
AREA/TEMPORAR
What are Above Ground Installations?
AGIs are required at intervals along a pipeline to enable maintenance, third party
connections and to ensure the efficient operation of the pipeline. They include
valves and essential support equipment.

1 Goxhill AGI site

6

2 Paull AGI site

“
”

We have identified a tunnel as our preferred
construction approach and now have a
preferred crossing option for consultation.

POTENTIAL CONSTRUCTION SITE
POTENTIAL
CONSTRUCTION
SITE AREA
AREA/TEMPORARY
LAND TAKE
AGI
PAULL AGI
2 PAULL
TUNNEL
TUNNEL

STRUCTION SITE
TRUCTION
SITE AREA
RY LAND TAKE

PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION
CONSTRUCTION WORKING
PROPOSED
WORKINGAREA
AREA
(WHEREPIPELINE
PIPELINE WILL
(WHERE
WILL BE
BEROUTED)
ROUTED)
PROPOSED MINOR
MINOR ROAD
ROAD IMPROVEMENTS
PROPOSED
IMPROVEMENTS
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Building a pipeline

National Grid has extensive expertise in designing, building and operating safe and effective
high-pressure gas pipelines in the UK. National Grid recognises the importance of the local
environment and has taken care to consider a wide range of environmental, ecological, heritage
and archaeological factors in developing the plans.
For all our construction projects, we
are committed to minimising any
disruption to local communities and
the environment. To help determine
the route of the pipeline and any
appropriate measures to reduce the
impact on the local environment, we
have carried out extensive research,
assessments and on-the-ground

Temporary storage compounds

surveys of the landscape, wildlife,
habitats, archaeological sites, water
resources, soil, air quality, noise,
vibration and traffic, among others
(see also sections on: ‘Summary of
potential environmental effects’).

A variety of techniques would be
used to build the pipeline to minimise
disruption and National Grid would
maintain responsibility for returning
the land as close as practicable to its
original condition.

Temporary storage compounds
are needed at intervals along
the pipeline route to store and
inspect pipes and fittings in
preparation for use. Pipes are
stacked to minimise the area
required. These compounds
may also include temporary
office facilities for the pipeline
supervision and inspection teams.
Upon completion of the pipeline,
these compounds are reinstated
to their previous use.
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“
”

National Grid has extensive expertise in
designing, building and operating safe and
effective high-pressure gas pipelines in the UK.

Laying the pipeline
4
5

3
2

7

1
Approximately 40m

6

Illustrative and not to scale

1	First, the working width –
the total area within which
construction work will take
place – is marked out.
2	Next, the topsoil is carefully
stripped and stored next to
the pipeline route.

3	The pipeline is delivered in short
lengths and placed on supports.
These short lengths of pipeline
are welded together into longer
sections called ‘strings’.
4	The pipeline trench is dug,
with the excavated material
being stored separately from
the topsoil on the opposite
side of the trench.

5	The pipeline ‘strings’ are lowered
into the trench using special
vehicles called ‘side booms’ and
welded to the pipeline already laid.
6	The trench is filled in using the
previously excavated material
and the topsoil is replaced.
7	Once the land above the pipeline
has been fully reinstated, it can
be returned to its previous use,
for example farming.
9
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How we will construct the tunnel
For all our construction projects, we are committed to minimising the effect
on local communities and the environment.
Shaft construction
Vertical shafts up to 66 ft (20 metres) deep will be
dug on either side of the river, near to the existing
Above Ground Installations near Paull and Goxhill.
The depth of the shafts will ensure that the tunnel is
at least 20 ft (six metres) below the river bed. The
shaft will be around 33 ft (10 metres) in width.

Tunnel boring
A tunnel bore machine up to 13 ft (four metres) in
diameter will excavate the tunnel beneath the river,
starting from the Goxhill side.
This can bore through anything from hard rock to
sand – with the majority of the geology along the
proposed route comprising of soft chalk.

Concrete lining
The tunnel will be lined with concrete segments
during excavation. The excavated material will be
transported for use or disposal away from the site.
We are investigating options for its reuse.

String fabrication and pipeline pulling
The pipeline will be pulled through the tunnel from
the surface in ‘strings’ – prefabricated sections
assembled on-site on one side of the river.
Once complete, the tunnel and shafts will be filled
in with excavated material and the land reinstated
as close as practicable to its original condition.

Pipeline connection
Approximately 985 ft (300 metres) of pipeline would
be laid onshore at Paull and 164 ft (50 metres) at
Goxhill to enable the connection to the existing
AGIs (Goxhill AGI pictured left).
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Working with landowners
National Grid understands that
landowners and occupiers are best
placed to deal most effectively with
their land.
Throughout the project we would:
Repair, divert or modify land drains,
if appropriate
Work with landowners to
ensure the land is put back to
a suitable state
Compensate for reasonable losses

Land drainage
The effect of construction on land
drainage is a practical concern for
many landowners and occupiers.
We would fully consult any landowners
and occupiers affected on all aspects
of restoration and they would be able
to inspect the drainage works as
these progress.
The design of the drainage schemes
would be agreed in detail with
landowners and occupiers and
normally includes a combination
of permanent cross-connection of
existing drains and the installation of
new drains in parallel to the pipeline.

Pipeline maintenance
Inspections of the pipeline will be
carried out at regular intervals.
Occasionally it may also be
necessary to enter land to
maintain or repair the pipeline.
These inspections and other activities
are unlikely to cause significant
inconvenience or disturbance.
We would work with landowners
and occupiers to agree appropriate
access and other arrangements
and, where possible, plan works to
avoid obstruction or interference.
11
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What happens underground?

We recognise the environmental and commercial importance of
the Humber Estuary. These were significant factors we considered
when selecting the tunnel option as our preferred method for
crossing the river.
National Grid has been undertaking
ground investigation surveys within
the estuary to inform the route and
depth of the tunnel. This work has
included a geophysical survey to help
us to map the riverbed and reveal
how far down the chalk layer sits
beneath it.
We completed sixteen overwater
boreholes to a depth of up to 180 ft
(55 metres) in early summer 2014.
The locations for the proposed
tunnel shafts have also been carefully
considered. It is important that these
should not interfere with the flood
banks and to minimise any potential
disturbance to the various species
that inhabit these areas. These
include birds, bats, badgers and
water voles. Equally, the choice of
shaft locations affects the length and
time of the overall project, which we
are keen to minimise.
The tunnel drive shaft is anticipated
to be initially 330 ft (100 metres) long
and approximately 50 ft (15 metres)
deep, which will then be extended up
12

to 660 ft (200 metres) long, to enable
the pipeline to be inserted on the
southern side of the river. This is to
enable the full length of the tunnelling
machine to be set up within the shaft.
The reception shaft is anticipated to be
165 ft (50 metres) long and 65 ft (20
metres) deep on the northern side to
enable winches to be installed to pull
the pipe through.
The tunnel is anticipated to be between
10-13 ft (3-4 metres) in diameter to
ensure that tunnel construction can be
completed in a safe and timely manner.
The tunnel will be at least 19.5 ft
(6 metres) below the riverbed at its
closest point.
Early estimates are that between 330395 ft (100-120 metres) of tunnelling
can be achieved in a week meaning
that the tunnelling phase could take
around 10-12 months to complete.
As the tunnel machine bores its way
through the ground, concrete rings
will be assembled behind it to form
the tunnel structure.

Once the tunnel is complete, the
drive shaft will be extended to up to
985 ft (300m) in length and graded
up to ground level. This will enable
the pipeline to be installed much more
quickly in long lengths of up to
2,300 ft (700 metres). The pipe can
be pushed or pulled into the tunnel,
or a combination of the two.
Once the pipeline is in place within the
tunnel, the tunnel will be backfilled,
most likely with seawater. This is to
protect the pipeline coating for the
long term. The drive and reception
shafts will also be backfilled and
the land restored and returned to its
former use.

Summary of potential
environmental effects

Developing a tunnel under the Humber Estuary and creating a new natural gas pipeline is a significant
construction project. In line with the planning process, we are therefore carrying out a comprehensive
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the scheme. We have further work to do but have
already compiled a substantial amount of information to help us identify and manage the potential
environmental impacts.
These are set out in the following
two sections of this document.
The first section covers Goxhill and
its surroundings. The second section
covers Paull and its surroundings.
Please refer to the section(s) in
which you are interested to assist
you with any feedback you would
like to provide on our proposals.

Understanding environmental effects
An EIA Scoping Report for the
scheme was published and
submitted to PINS and DECC in
May 2013. Scoping is the process
of determining the content and
extent of the matters which should
be covered in the EIA.
The scoping process concluded
that the environmental topics
covered below are relevant to the
EIA process for the scheme, and
these have informed the structure
and scope of the PEIR. The PEIR

sets out the information we have
gathered to date on these topics
and our prediction of the likely
environmental effects as we
understand them so far.
National Grid will be undertaking
further assessments and analysis
to inform the EIA. The full results of
the EIA process will be presented
in the ES to be submitted with the
DCO application.
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Goxhill and its surroundings
This section provides details about our initial survey work for Goxhill and
its surroundings covering a range of topics and assessment criteria.
Air quality
The air quality in the area around the
scheme is generally considered to be
good because of its predominantly rural
character. This location is relatively
sparsely populated with very few
potentially sensitive properties. The
nearest Air Quality Management Area is
in Kingston upon Hull on the opposite
(north) side of the River Humber.
During construction of the scheme,
we anticipate that there may be some
limited effects on local residents due
to potential dust created by the work.
We would aim to minimise dust by:
	Putting in place and enforcing
suitable site speed limits (lower
speed limits lead to less dust)
	Damping down dust with water
	Cleaning the roads (to avoid any
material building up on the surface
and leading to dust from vehicle tyres)
	Enclosing loaded vehicles with
sheeting
	Selecting construction equipment
and plant carefully
	Positioning equipment as far as
is reasonably practicable from
residential buildings
	Implementing a Traffic Management
Plan detailing all access routes and
movement restrictions (therefore
keeping construction traffic to
specified routes only).
14

All of these control measures would
be documented in the Construction
Environmental Management Plan
(CEMP). We will ensure that they are
followed throughout the construction
period by detailed monitoring.
Once the scheme is built and
operational, there would be no air
quality effects because there would
be no change to the existing air
quality environment.
Cultural heritage
We have carried out initial, deskbased assessments for cultural
heritage so that we can understand
the archaeological and cultural
heritage assets that could potentially
be affected by the scheme.
This work was informed by previous
archaeological reports prepared
for nearby schemes, a walkover
of the scheme and liaison with
the Archaeological Advisor for
North Lincolnshire Council. We
also reviewed aerial photographs
and geophysical survey data
to understand the potential for
archaeological remains to be directly
affected. Our archaeological survey
work is ongoing.
Our research has identified two Grade
2 Listed Buildings (Chapel Farm
House and the stable/granary north
east of the Chapel Farmhouse). There
is also the potential for prehistoric,

Great Crested Newts
In 2013, National Grid carried out HSI
surveys of all ponds within 1,640 ft
(500 metres) of the scheme for great
crested newts.

Roman settlement and medieval and
post-medieval sites to be present.
Through close liaison with the design
team, we have reduced the potential
for archaeological assets to be
affected by avoiding known assets and
minimising the footprint of the scheme.
There is the potential for a temporary
effect on the setting of the two
Listed Buildings although our
proposals have been designed to
maximise the separation distance
from these buildings.
National Grid will also carry out
further archaeological work in
advance of construction starting and
in order to mitigate any archaeological
effects. The nature and scope of
this work would be agreed with the
Archaeological Advisor for North
Lincolnshire and undertaken in
accordance with a Written Scheme
of Investigation
Ecology
We carried out habitat and protected
species surveys of the proposed
construction site and the surroundings
from September 2013 to September
2014.
The surveys involved: an extended
Phase 1 Habitat Survey (a system used
to record semi-natural vegetation and
wildlife habitats); a Habitat Suitability
Index (HSI) (to understand the potential
for ponds to support great crested
newts); and the assessment of overwintering and breeding birds; badgers;
water voles; and aquatic invertebrates.

We have completed a comprehensive
desk study to obtain details of
statutory and non-statutory sites and
protected or notable species records.
Further details of the surveys completed
to date, their results and how habitats
and species may be affected by the
scheme are set out below.
Plants and habitats
The scheme is located near to the
Humber Estuary SPA, SAC, SSSI and
Ramsar site.
The Humber Estuary is home to and
supports internationally-important
waterfowl and waders during the
winter months and migratory periods.
There are two non-statutory
designated sites within 0.6 miles (1km)
of the scheme: Goxhill Meadow and
Dawson City Clay-pit.
The scheme lies within mainly
intensively farmed arable fields. Close
by, there are a small number of ponds
and small areas of woodland, scrub
and standard mature trees. These
features are unlikely to be affected by
the scheme.

The ponds were assessed as being
‘poor’ to ‘unsuitable’ for great crested
newts and this data, combined with
the absence of any records of great
crested newts within 1.2 miles (2km)
of the scheme, means that great
crested newts are not considered to
be present and so do not require any
further surveys or mitigation.
Bats
All mature trees within the study area
were surveyed to assess their likely
use by roosting and/or hibernating
bats. We also assessed the value of
the study area’s habitats for foraging
or use by bats when moving around.
It is considered that any potential
impacts upon bats would be
negligible. This is based on the
limited suitability of the surveyed
habitats for bats and the fact that the
proposals would be temporary and
would not affect any potential roosting
structures or valuable foraging habitat
(the majority of the land-take would
be arable fields).
Nonetheless, precautionary mitigation
will be implemented to minimise
any minor impacts upon the small
local bat population (eg avoiding
the loss of potentially suitable trees
and/or modifications to the lighting
strategy to minimise light spill into
neighbouring habitats).

The habitats which could be affected
by the scheme are of limited value
for nature conservation. The impact
upon them has been limited by
reducing the footprint of the scheme,
for example by avoiding ditch
crossings and hedgerow removal
where possible.
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Goxhill and its surroundings
Overwintering and passage birds
Data for the surveyed zones adjacent
to the Goxhill side of the scheme
from the British Trust for Ornithology
(BTO) Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS)
indicates that the scheme area and
its immediate surroundings support
relatively low numbers of wintering
waterfowl. This conclusion has been
supported by other bird surveys
completed to date.
Whilst large numbers of birds
associated with the Humber Estuary
SPA, Ramsar site and SSSI are
present within the estuarine habitats
along the foreshore at Goxhill, the
number of birds recorded inland (using
the arable fields in close proximity to
the scheme) are much lower both in
terms of number and species. The
fields are, therefore, not considered
to be of particular importance as a
foraging or roosting site for species
associated with the SPA.
Bird populations could be affected by
noise and visual disturbance caused
by the proposed construction work as
well as a loss of foraging and roosting
habitat. These effects would be
temporary and for the duration of the
construction phase only.
The scheme has also been designed
to minimise the working area required.
Construction lighting would be fitted
with baffles in order to reduce light
spill. The use of bunds around the
construction site and screening of
equipment would reduce noise levels.
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With the implementation of mitigation
measures it is not anticipated that
any long-term significant effects from
noise disturbance would affect birds
using the arable fields for roosting
and foraging. Furthermore, because
the arable fields provide a relatively
unsuitable habitat (and because the
amount of alternative foraging and
roosting habitats in the vicinity of the
site is extensive), this temporary loss
is not considered likely to give rise
to any significant impacts upon the
small proportion of SPA species using
these areas.
Within the arable landscape there are
very limited lengths of hedgerows that
could be used by birds for nesting and
that would be impacted by the scheme.
If scrub or hedgerow clearance is
undertaken in the bird breeding
season, then a breeding bird check
will be carried out by an experienced
ecologist prior to any removal. If a
nest is found, a suitable buffer would
be erected and construction work
would be required to stop within the
vicinity until the young leave the nest.

Water voles
Desk study records suggest that water
voles may be present in the area.
However, our surveys undertaken in
May 2014 were inconclusive as the
ditches were either dry or contained
too much vegetation to complete
extensive assessments. The removal,
bridging or re-routeing of ditches has
the potential to destroy burrows or
disturb water voles.
Before any crossings, ditch re-routeing
or breaching occurs, a water vole
survey will be undertaken to check
for any burrows in the proposed
construction work area. As only small
sections of ditch would be affected by
the scheme, it would be possible for
water voles to be discouraged from
these areas (ie a form of ‘passive’
removal). Any water voles present
would then disperse into the retained
areas of the extensive drainage system.
The CEMP would include measures
to prevent adverse impacts on water
voles and their habitat during the
construction works.
Badgers
A number of badger setts have been
identified in the Goxhill area and a baitmarking exercise has been completed.
This confirmed the presence of two
social groups.
During construction, there would be a
100 ft (30 metres) buffer from the sett
established for heavy machinery and
a 65 ft (20 metres) buffer for lighter
machinery. If a sett is found to be
sufficiently close to proposed areas
of construction work that it would be
directly affected or disturbed, we may

need to close the sett. This would be
done under licence.
Bait-marking studies suggest that the
setts in close proximity to our potential
construction work areas are not main
setts and that other setts within the
vicinity are available to badgers within
the same social group. If a sett does
need to be closed, the badgers would
therefore have an alternative sett within
their social group to use.
Geology and soils
The scheme area rests on top of
the Chalk Group, comprising the
Flamborough Chalk Formation and the
underlying Burnham Chalk Formation.
The Chalk is classified as a Principal
Aquifer by the Environment Agency.
Groundwater quality in the Chalk
Aquifer beneath the study area is
likely to be brackish to saline as a
result of mixing with seawater.
There are no historic landfill sites
in the vicinity of the scheme and,
because it lies generally within a
rural area, it is considered unlikely
that there are historical land uses
which may have caused significant
contamination.

We will oversee and manage all
construction activities on site,
following industry best practice and
through the CEMP (which outlines the
actions that would be taken to protect
the environment during construction).
The construction of the tunnel drive
pit has the potential to result in a
lowering of the groundwater table.
This could cause a temporary intrusion
of seawater into the aquifer. Through
our design process, we will identify
suitable mitigation which could include
a dewatering scheme that limits the
lowering of the groundwater level only
as far as necessary to maintain a
dry excavation.
The results of the ground investigation
work would also be used to
identify any potential sources of
contamination that have the potential
to affect groundwater during the
construction work.
The design process would include the
development of measures to prevent
the intrusion of saline water in the
underlying chalk aquifer.

National Grid has carried out ground
investigation assessments that will
inform the design of the scheme. The
results of these assessments will also
be used to ensure that any areas of
contamination that could be disturbed
by construction are identified and
mitigation measures implemented.
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Goxhill and its surroundings
Landscape & visual amenity
The proposed scheme location is
within a flat, expansive, low-lying
landscape therefore the sky and open
views are the defining characteristics.
This is mainly a reclaimed landscape
with a rectilinear field pattern defined
by drains and hedgerows. There are
occasional denser areas of vegetation,
mostly associated with farm buildings,
which break up the open views. There
is a mix of traditional and modern farm
buildings with agricultural silos and
overhead wooden electricity poles
forming minor elements. The area is
in sharp contrast with the industrial
features at North Killingholme and
Immingham Docks.
We carried out site visits in February
2014 to record winter views and in
May 2014 to record summer views.
These surveys were completed in
order to establish the likely visual
impact of the scheme.
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Our assessments show that the
landscape would experience a very
localised change during construction
due to the loss of arable agriculture
and removal of very limited sections
of hedgerow.
These rural elements are common
to the wider area and would be
replaced in the short term with
engineering construction elements.
On completion of the scheme, the
land affected would be restored and
there would be no long-term change
to the landscape.
There are isolated residential
properties in the vicinity of the
scheme as well as users of Public
Rights of Way (PRoW) that could
experience intermittent, filtered
views or glimpses to the scheme
during construction. These would
be temporary and for the duration
of the construction period only. On
completion of the construction works
there would be no such impacts.

Noise and vibration

Socio economics and land use

The area is predominantly rural in
nature, characterised by agricultural
activities. Traffic movements on local
roads are low and existing noise levels
are therefore expected to be low.
A baseline noise monitoring survey
will be undertaken to confirm the
existing noise levels and this will
inform the assessment of the noise
effects of the scheme.

The scheme location is within
a rural environment with the
nearest community being Goxhill,
approximately 1.1 miles (1.7km) to
the south east. The local economy
is based on agriculture, with a small
number of farms surrounding the
scheme area.

There are a small number of
residential properties surrounding the
scheme that could be affected by
noise levels during the construction
works. Some of these properties are
also screened from the construction
site by existing agricultural buildings.
To reduce the noise generated by the
proposed construction work, bunding
would be established in appropriate
locations and machinery would be
screened as necessary. Measures
for controlling noise would also be
documented in the CEMP and local
residents would be notified in advance
of any particularly noisy activities
scheduled to be carried out.

There are two PRoW surrounding
the scheme used by walkers and
local bird watchers. The main tourist
attraction is the Humber Estuary
marshes and mudflats.
It will be possible for all PRoW to remain
open during the construction work
although there may be a temporary loss
of tranquillity for users of the footpath
that runs along the flood embankment
by the Humber Estuary as a result of
the temporary increase in noise levels
and visual intrusion. These impacts
would be controlled by the CEMP
during construction.

Constructing the scheme would create
both an increase in local jobs and also
increased revenue for local services
such as accommodation (hotels and
rentals) and shops. The majority of
our construction workforce would be
skilled staff drawn from a nationwide
pool. However, there would also be
employment opportunities for the local
community and local businesses (eg
associated with plant hire or fencing).
The expected increase in local
spending created by the construction
workforce would benefit places like
Kingston upon Hull, Barton upon
Humber and Grimsby as well as areas
closer to the proposed site.
Once operational, the completed
scheme would ensure the ongoing
security of the gas transmission
system, in turn benefitting a very large
number of customers.

During the construction work,
there would be a temporary loss of
agricultural land as well as temporary
impacts on farm tracks and field
drainage. When construction work is
completed, all land would be reinstated
to its original condition in agreement
with landowners.
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Goxhill and its surroundings
Traffic and Transport
We have developed a Preliminary
Traffic Management Plan to manage
and minimise the potential impacts
of construction traffic related to our
proposals.
On the Goxhill side, we have developed
provisional access routes to the
proposed construction site avoiding,
wherever possible, sensitive routes
(ie schools and residential areas) and
narrow roads. Our proposed access
arrangements are designed to comply
with highway authority lorry route
schemes, highway height, weight and
width restrictions, and to take overhead
cable restrictions into account.
On the Goxhill side, both the strategic
road network and the A Class roads
are suitable for construction traffic.
B Class roads are also suitable along
with minor roads from the B1062
although some temporary traffic
management would be required.
We will be considering carriageway
improvements on the minor roads
between Goxhill and our proposed
construction site, including widening
the roads in some places and creating
passing places.
National Grid has developed a
Preliminary Traffic Management
Plan which includes estimates of the
number of average daily movements
as a result of the scheme at Goxhill.
More information is included within
the PEIR.

20

We will establish, monitor and enforce
a Traffic Management Plan to ensure
any disruption to local road users is
minimised.
No traffic and transport effects are
anticipated following construction.
Once the scheme is completed there
would be no change to the existing
traffic conditions.
Water resources
The River Humber and the East
Halton Beck are the two main surface
watercourses in the proposed
scheme area as well as a number of
unnamed ditches that drain this area
of flat, low-lying land.
The water quality of the River Humber
has been affected by various industrial
activities, both historical and ongoing.
The scheme is located on land which
is classified as Flood Zone 3, defined
as an area that has a significant
chance of flooding. The floodplain
of the Humber has been reclaimed
over many centuries and is protected
from routine inundation by earth
embankments and floodwalls. A
series of pumping stations and gravity
outfalls enable water from the lowlevel drainage systems to discharge
into the estuary.
During construction, it is possible that
earthworking (such as the removal
of vegetation and topsoil, excavation
or trenching works) could stir up
sediments which might, in turn, enter
watercourses and adversely affect
water quality.

We would manage this risk by
following pollution prevention
measures. In addition, we will have
prescribed emergency response
measures in the unlikely event of a
pollution incident occurring. All the
relevant measures would be set out in
the CEMP.
During the construction phase
of the scheme, there would be a
minor temporary loss of floodplain
storage capacity as well as a minor
disruption to existing floodplain flow
paths. This would be as a result of
the setting up of our temporary work
areas and facilities and how we need
to use them for handling our plant,
construction materials and spoil
material.
We have completed a Flood Risk
Assessment to inform the scheme
design and flood bunds have been
included within the scheme design to
protect essential infrastructure.
Throughout the construction period,
we will monitor weather forecasts
carefully and the construction
compound would be signed up to
the Environment Agency’s (EA) Flood
Warning service. A Flood Incident
Response Plan would also form part
of the CEMP.
In the event of a severe flood warning,
we would bring a halt to site based
construction activities and the site
could be evacuated, according to the
relevant advice and level of risk.

Cumulative effects

Inter scheme

We have carried out research into
the potential cumulative effects of
the scheme in line with industry
practice. Typically, the cumulative
effects of any significant proposed
construction project are considered in
two categories:

We have identified a number of other
proposed developments locally.
These could result in cumulative
effects. They include:

Effects intra scheme – effects
which occur due to the different
aspects of a scheme affecting a
single property, facility or location
(eg a residential property)
Effects inter scheme – effects
which occur as a result of the
scheme combining with another
development resulting in an
increased effect (eg noise effects
from two schemes combining and
increasing overall noise levels).
Intra scheme
A small number of residential
properties and PRoW users could
experience a combination of effects
as a result of scheme construction.
These could include dust, noise and
visual intrusion.
All of these effects would be temporary
and for the duration of the construction
phase only. Our assessments also
show that the number of properties
affected would be very limited and that
the impacts of our construction work
could be mitigated.

Able UK Logistics Park
Able Marine Energy Park
Killingholme Energy Centre
Hornsea Offshore Windfarm
Goxhill Managed Realignment
Scheme
For most of these projects, the main
potential for cumulative effects relates
to construction traffic and/or the
potential loss of bird habitat within the
Humber Estuary.
Based on our assessment of
currently available information,
we do not anticipate any significant
inter traffic impacts as there is
limited potential for our scheme’s
construction route to overlap with
those of others. Furthermore, each
of these developments would
implement a Traffic Management
Plan which would be required to take
others’ plans into account.
Although many of the above projects
would result in permanent habitat loss,
they have all been subject to detailed
assessments and, where necessary,
mitigation measures including the
provision of replacement habitat.
Whilst the current EIA findings indicate
that there would be no cumulative
effects, this issue will be subject to
further assessment and recorded in
the ES.
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Paull and its surroundings
This section provides details about our initial survey work for Paull and
its surroundings covering a range of topics and assessment criteria.
Air quality
The air quality in the area around the
scheme is generally considered to be
good because of its predominantly
rural character. The nearest Air
Quality Management Area is in
Kingston upon Hull.
We would aim to minimise dust by:
Putting in place and enforcing
suitable site speed limits (lower
speed limits lead to less dust)
Damping down dust with water
Cleaning the roads (to avoid any
material building up on the surface
and leading to dust from vehicle tyres)
Enclosing loaded vehicles with
sheeting
Selecting construction equipment
and plant carefully
Positioning equipment as far as
is reasonably practicable from
residential buildings
Implementing a Traffic Management
Plan detailing all access routes and
movement restrictions (therefore
keeping construction traffic to
specified routes only).
All of these control measures would
be documented in the Construction
Environmental Management Plan
(CEMP). We will ensure that they are
followed throughout the construction
period by detailed monitoring.
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Once the scheme is built and
operational, there would be no air
quality effects because there would
be no change to the existing air
quality environment.
Cultural heritage
We have carried out initial, desk-based
assessments for cultural heritage
so that we can understand the
archaeological and cultural heritage
assets that could potentially be affected
by the scheme.
This work was informed by previous
archaeological reports prepared
for nearby schemes, a walkover
of the scheme and liaison with the
Archaeological Advisor to East Riding
of Yorkshire Council.
Our research has identified assets
including two Scheduled Monuments
(Paull Holme Moated Site & Tower
and Paull Holme Battery). These sites
contain both scheduled and listed
elements: Paull Holme Tower is Grade I
Listed and Paull Point Battery is Grade
II Listed.
There are six further listed buildings.
One is Grade I Listed (the Church of
St Andrew). The remaining five are
Grade II Listed and comprise: The Hall;
Stables and adjoining Coach House
east of The Hall; Thorngumbald Clough
Low Lighthouse; Thorngumbald Clough
High Lighthouse; The Old Lighthouse
and adjoining Keepers’ Houses.

There is also the potential for prehistoric,
Roman settlement and medieval and
post-medieval sites to be present.
Through close liaison with the design
team, we have reduced the potential for
archaeological assets to be affected by
minimising the footprint of the scheme.

statutory and non-statutory sites and
protected or notable species records.
Further details of the surveys completed
to date, their results and how habitats
and species may be affected by the
scheme are set out below.

There is the potential for a temporary
effect on the setting of the Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings
although our proposals have been
designed to maximise the separation
distance from these buildings.

Plants and habitats

We will carry out further archaeological
work in advance of construction
starting and in order to mitigate any
archaeological effects. The nature and
scope of this work would be agreed
with the Archaeological Advisor to
East Riding of Yorkshire Council and
undertaken in accordance with a
Written Scheme of Investigation.

The Humber Estuary is home to and
supports internationally-important
waterfowl and waders during the
winter months and migratory periods.

Ecology
National Grid carried out habitat and
protected species surveys of the
proposed construction site and the
surroundings from September 2013 to
September 2014.
The surveys involve: an extended
Phase 1 Habitat Survey (a system
used to record semi-natural
vegetation and wildlife habitats); a
Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) (to
understand the potential for ponds
to support great crested newts); and
the assessment of over-wintering and
breeding birds; reptiles; water voles;
and aquatic invertebrates.
We have completed a comprehensive
desk study to obtain details of

The scheme is located adjacent to the
Humber Estuary Special Protection Area
(SPA), Special Area of Conservation
(SAC), Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI) and Ramsar site.

Our surveys identified five nonstatutory designated sites within 0.6
miles (1km) of the scheme.
However, one of these is only
recorded as a ‘candidate’ Local
Wildlife Site (LWS) (Paull Fort) while
the other four (Boreas Hill, Boreas
Hill Farm Wood, Paull Holme and
Paull Holme Copse), all have the
status ‘deleted’, although they may
still represent areas of some nature
conservation value.
The scheme lies within mainly
intensively farmed arable fields. The
current preferred location of the tunnel
reception shaft is positioned within a
field that is home to various types of
herbs (ephemeral, short perennial and
ruderal) as well as having patches of
bramble scrub and common reed.
Whilst the habitat within this field has
the potential to support more species
than the surrounding arable fields, it
is considered to be of relatively low
botanical value.

Bats
All mature trees within the study
area were surveyed to assess
their likely use by roosting and/or
hibernating bats. We also assessed
and the value of the study area’s
habitats for foraging or use by bats
when moving around.
It is considered that any potential
impacts upon bats would be
negligible. This is based on the
limited suitability of the surveyed
habitats for bats and the fact that the
proposals would be temporary and
would not affect any potential roosting
structures or valuable foraging habitat
(the majority of the land-take would
be arable fields).
Nonetheless, precautionary mitigation
will be implemented to minimise
any minor impacts upon the small
local bat population (e.g. avoiding
the loss of potentially suitable
trees, modifications to the lighting
strategy to minimise light spill into
neighbouring habitats).
Great Crested Newts
In 2013, National Grid carried out
HSI surveys of all ponds within
1,640 ft (500m) of the scheme for
great crested newts.
The ponds were assessed as being
‘poor’ to ‘unsuitable’ for great crested
newts and this data, combined with
the absence of any records of great
crested newts within 1.2 miles (2km)
of the scheme, means that great
crested newts are not considered to
be present and so do not require any
further surveys or mitigation.
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Paull and its surroundings
Bird populations could be affected by
noise and visual disturbance caused
by the proposed construction work as
well as a loss of foraging and roosting
habitat. These effects would be
temporary and for the duration of the
construction phase only.

Overwintering and passage birds
British Trust for Ornithology (BTO)
Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) data
for the surveyed areas adjacent to
the Paull side of the scheme show
relatively large numbers of wintering
waterfowl compared to the Goxhill
side of the estuary. The results of our
wintering bird surveys have confirmed
this assessment.
The winter bird surveys have shown
that whilst large numbers of birds
associated with the Humber Estuary
SPA, Ramsar site and SSSI are
present within the habitats along
the foreshore at Paull, the number
of birds recorded inland (using the
arable fields in close proximity to
the scheme) are much lower both in
terms of number and species. The
fields are, therefore, not considered
to be of particular importance as a
foraging or roosting site for species
associated with the SPA.
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The scheme has also been designed
to minimise the working area required.
The use of bunds around parts of the
construction site and screening of
equipment will further reduce noise
levels and visual disturbance.
With the implementation of mitigation
measures it is not anticipated that any
long-term significant effects from noise
disturbance would affect birds using the
arable fields for roosting and foraging.
Within the arable landscape there are
hedgerows that could be used by
birds for nesting.
If scrub or hedgerow clearance is
undertaken in the bird breeding
season, then a breeding bird check
will be carried out by an experienced
ecologist prior to any removal. If a
nest is found, a suitable buffer would
be erected and construction work
would be required to stop within the
vicinity until the young leave the nest.

Water voles
Desk study records suggest that water
voles may be present in the area.
However, our surveys undertaken in
May 2014 were inconclusive as the
ditches were either dry or contained too
much vegetation to complete extensive
assessments. The removal, bridging or
re-routing of ditches has the potential to
destroy burrows or disturb water voles
Before any crossings, ditch re-routing or
breaching occurs, a water vole survey
will be undertaken to check for any
burrows in the proposed construction
work area. As only small sections of
ditch would be affected by the scheme,
it would be possible for water voles to
be discouraged from these areas (ie a
form of ‘passive’ removal). Any water
voles present would then disperse
into the retained areas of the extensive
drainage system.
The CEMP would include measures
to prevent adverse impacts on water
voles and their habitat during the
construction works.

short-term and would be reversible.
The lost rural elements would be reestablished in the short to medium
term and there would be no long-term
change to the landscape.

Reptiles
National Grid has carried out reptile
surveys since April 2014 within the
field proposed for the tunnel reception
shaft. Initial results suggest that very
few reptiles are present.
Depending upon the final results of the
survey and if no suitable habitat exists
within the scheme boundary, it may be
necessary to move reptiles to locations
outside the proposed construction
area. This could require the
identification of a suitable alternative
location (ie ‘receptor’ site).

A ground investigation is currently in
progress that will inform the design
of the scheme and the results of this
investigation will also be used to ensure
that any areas of contamination that
could be disturbed by construction
are identified and mitigation measures
implemented.
All construction activity on site would
be carried out in line with industry best
practice and our site management
policies, including the CEMP. These
outline the steps we will take to protect
the environment during construction.

Geology and soils

Landscape and visual amenity

The scheme area rests on top of
the Chalk Group, comprising the
Flamborough Chalk Formation and the
underlying Burnham Chalk Formation.
The Chalk is classified as a Principal
Aquifer by the Environment Agency.

The landscape around the proposed
scheme area is of local importance and
is sensitive to large scale development,
particularly any development including
vertical structures. The existing
National Grid AGI at Paull (located
between Thorngumbald Road and the
sea defence earthworks) forms a
local industrial feature within the
immediate landscape.

The Chalk is overlain by Quaternary drift
deposits including glacial till, marine
and estuarine alluvium, and Kelsey Hill
Gravels. Sections of the marine and
estuarine alluvium along the banks of
the River Humber are designated as
Secondary (undifferentiated) Aquifer.
The Kelsey Hill Gravels and some of
the glacial deposits are designated
Secondary A Aquifers.
Groundwater quality in the Chalk
Aquifer beneath the study area is likely
to be brackish to saline as a result of
mixing with seawater.
There are two historic landfill sites in
the vicinity of the scheme. The majority
of the site is within a rural area. It is
unlikely that there are any historical
uses (other than the landfills) which may
have caused significant contamination.

We carried out site visits in February
2014 to record winter views and in
May 2014 to record summer views.
These surveys were completed in
order to establish the likely visual
impact of the scheme.
Our assessments show that the
landscape would experience a very
localised change during construction
due to the loss of arable agriculture
and removal of very limited sections
of hedgerow.

There are isolated residential properties
in the vicinity of the scheme as well as
users of Public Rights of Way (PRoW)
that could experience intermittent,
filtered views or glimpses to the scheme
during construction. These would be
temporary and for the duration of the
construction period only. On completion
of the construction work there would be
no such impacts
Noise and vibration
The area is predominantly rural in nature,
characterised by agricultural activities.
Traffic movements on local roads are low
and existing noise levels are therefore
expected to be low. A baseline noise
monitoring survey will be undertaken to
confirm the existing noise levels and this
will inform the assessment of the noise
effects of the scheme.
We have identified (through our onsite
ecological surveys) that wildfowl
shooting takes place at reasonably
regular intervals.
There are a small number of residential
properties surrounding the scheme that
could be affected by noise levels during
the construction works. Some of these
properties are also screened from the
construction site by vegetation and
existing agricultural buildings.
To reduce the noise generated by the
proposed construction work, bunding
would be established in appropriate
locations and machinery would be
screened as necessary. Measures
for controlling noise would also be
documented in the CEMP and local
residents would be notified in advance
of any particularly noisy activities
scheduled to be carried out.

These potential changes to the
landscape would occur in close
proximity to the existing industrial
facilities at the Paull AGI site, would be
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Paull and its surroundings
Socio economics and land use
The scheme location is within a
rural environment with the nearest
community being Paull, approximately
3,000 ft (900m) to the north west and
Thorngumbald 1.1 miles (1.7km) to
the north east. The local economy is
based on agriculture.
There are three PRoW used by
walkers and local bird watchers.
There is also the Paull Heritage Trail
(which is a local attraction and mainly
follows PRoW, beginning at the Grade
I Listed church of St. Andrew).
The main tourist attractions are
the Humber Estuary marshes and
mudflats and also the Paull Holme
Strays Wildlife Trust Reserve (which
is adjacent to the Paull AGI and is
a managed location for wintering/
wading birds).
Paull Point Battery Grade II Listed
Building is a gun battery and the
associated Fort Paull Museum is
a local visitor attraction which is
open between the months of March
and October. The South Pasture
Riding Centre, a local horse riding
school near Paull, is located on
Thorngumbald Road.
With the exception of the need to
close a small section of footpath to the
south of the existing AGI for a period
of approximately three days, it would
be possible for all other PRoW to
remain open during the construction
period (although there may be some
temporary loss of tranquillity for
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footpath users). National Grid will
control these impacts through the
CEMP during construction.
A formal order to close the PRoW
would be obtained from the local
authority and clear signage would be
in place for the duration of the closure.
During the construction work,
there would be a temporary loss of
agricultural land as well as temporary
impacts on farm tracks and field
drainage. When construction work
is completed, all land would be
reinstated to its original condition in
agreement with landowners.
Constructing the scheme would
create both an increase in local jobs
and also increased revenue for local
services such as accommodation
(hotels and rentals) and shops.
The majority of our construction
workforce would be skilled staff drawn
from a nationwide pool. However,
there would also be employment
opportunities for the local community
and local businesses (eg associated
with plant hire or fencing).
The expected increase in local
spending created by the construction
workforce would benefit places like
Kingston upon Hull, Barton upon
Humber and Grimsby as well as areas
closer to the proposed site.
Once operational, the completed
scheme would ensure the ongoing
security of the gas transmission
system, in turn benefitting a very large
number of customers.

Intra scheme
A number of residential properties
and PRoW users could experience a
combination of effects as a result of
scheme construction. These could
include dust, noise and visual intrusion.

Water resources
The River Humber and Thorngumbald
Drain are the two main surface
watercourses in the proposed scheme
area as well as a number of unnamed
ditches that drain this area of flat, lowlying land. A key named drain in this
network is South Pasture Drain.
The scheme is located on land which
is classified as Flood Zone 3, defined
as an area that has a significant
chance of flooding. The floodplain
of the Humber has been reclaimed
over many centuries and is protected
from routine inundation by earth
embankments and floodwalls.
A series of pumping stations and
gravity outfalls enable water from
the low-level drainage systems to
discharge into the estuary.
During construction, it is possible that
earthworking (such as the removal
of vegetation and topsoil, excavation
or trenching works) could stir up
sediments which might, in turn, enter
watercourses and adversely affect
water quality. We would manage this
risk by following pollution prevention
measures. In addition, we will have
prescribed emergency response
measures in the unlikely event of a
pollution incident occurring. All the
relevant measures would be set out in
the CEMP.
During the construction phase of the
scheme, there would be a temporary
loss of floodplain storage capacity as
well as disruption to existing floodplain
flow paths. This would be as a result
of the setting up of our temporary work
areas and facilities and how we need
to use them for handling our plant,
construction materials and spoil material.

We have completed a Flood Risk
Assessment to inform the scheme
design and flood bunds have been
included within the scheme design to
protect essential infrastructure.
Throughout the construction period,
we will monitor weather forecasts
carefully and the construction
compound would be signed up to the
EA’s Flood Warning service. A Flood
Incident Response Plan would also
form part of the CEMP.
In the event of a severe flood warning,
we would bring a halt to site based
construction activities and the site
could be evacuated, according to the
relevant advice and level of risk.
Cumulative effects
We have carried out research into
the potential cumulative effects of
the scheme in line with industry
practice. Typically, the cumulative
effects of any significant proposed
construction project are considered in
two categories
	Effects intra scheme – effects
which occur due to the different
aspects of a scheme affecting a
single property, facility or location
(eg a residential property)
	Effects inter scheme – effects
which occur as a result of the
scheme combining with another
development resulting in an
increased effect (eg noise effects
from two schemes combining and
increasing overall noise levels).

All of these effects would be temporary
and for the duration of the construction
phase only. Our assessments also
show that the number of properties
affected would be very limited and that
the impacts of our construction work
could be mitigated
Inter scheme
We have identified a number of other
proposed developments locally.
These could result in cumulative
effects. They include:
	Paull Local Development Order
(LDO) Site
	Port of Hull LDO
	East Riding Local Plan Hedon
Haven Employment Site
For most of these projects, the main
potential for cumulative effects relates
to construction traffic and/or the
potential loss of bird habitat within the
Humber Estuary.
Based on our assessment of currently
available information, we do not
anticipate any significant inter traffic
impacts as there is limited potential
for our scheme’s construction
route to overlap with those of
others. Furthermore, each of these
developments would implement a
Traffic Management Plan which would
be required to take others’ plans
into account.
Although many of the above projects
would result in permanent habitat loss,
they have all been subject to detailed
assessments and, where necessary,
mitigation measures including the
provision of replacement habitat.
Whilst the current Environmental Impact
Assessment findings indicate that
there would be no cumulative effects,
this issue will be subject to further
assessment and recorded in the ES.
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Consultation with communities

Listening to communities and gathering
their views on our proposals is extremely
important to National Grid.
We also have a duty to consult the local community
(defined as people living in the vicinity of the land to
which the proposed application relates) under the
requirements of the Planning Act 2008.
Pre-application consultation allows for matters to be
raised and considered – including matters raised by
those with an interest in land affected by the pipeline –
and, where possible, addressed before the application
is submitted for examination.

How we got to this point
Since 2012 we have been consulting people
on our proposals for the replacement gas
pipeline and the scheme has evolved through
several stages:
Strategic options appraisal:
	to determine the best technology to use for the
replacement gas pipeline and, subsequently,
	to identify the most appropriate geographical
location for a pipeline through consultation with
regional organisations and bodies, such as the
Environment Agency.
Route corridor studies: to identify possible route
options and areas to determine a preferred route corridor
– a broad width of land about 0.6 miles (1km) wide within
which the pipeline could potentially be routed.
Pipeline routeing: to refine the route corridor to more
precisely determine the route of the pipeline including
consultation with local communities on the options in 2014.
Reports can be found on the project website.

www.riverhumberpipeline.com
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“

Pre-application consultation allows for matters
to be raised and considered – and, where
possible, addressed – before the application
is submitted.

”

Current consultation
Our approach to consulting
the local community is
documented in a Statement
of Community Consultation
(SOCC), available to view on
our website, at identified public
viewing places during the
length of the consultation and
at the consultation events.
The content of this has been agreed
with the relevant local authorities
– East Riding of Yorkshire Council
and North Lincolnshire Council.
More information about how
National Grid seeks to engage with
local communities can be found in
our Stakeholder, Community and
Amenity Policy, available from the
National Grid website
www.nationalgrid.com/uk
The aim of this statutory
consultation on the replacement
gas pipeline is to ensure that local

communities and all other interested
parties have a chance to understand
and influence our proposals.
This includes the preferred pipeline
route, proposed construction methods
and associated above-ground works.
In addition, the application for
the replacement pipeline will be
accompanied by an Environmental
Statement (ES). As such, we are
also consulting on the Preliminary
Environmental Information Report
(PEIR), which details the environmental
assessments we have carried out to
date and measures we are proposing
to mitigate any environmental impact
of the proposals.
The PEIR is available to view
on the project website
www.riverhumberpipeline.com,
at identified public viewing places
during the length of the consultation
and at the consultation events

(see section: ‘Further information’).
The comments received on the
PEIR will inform the development
of a full Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA). The ES will be
produced based on the information
contained in the EIA.

Full details on all of these
aspects can be found in the
following reports:

You can give your views, where
possible in writing, in a number
of ways:

Give us your views
During the consultation
period, we are asking for
comment on:
The draft preferred pipeline route
including alignment and any limits
of deviation likely to be applied
and on the draft proposals for
associated infrastructure
Information on the possible
environmental effects of the
replacement gas pipeline

Statement of Community
Consultation

Complete a form at one of
the exhibitions

Crossing Options Report

Fill in the online form
on our website – www.
riverhumberpipeline.com

Preliminary Environmental
Information Report
Copies are available online, at our
exhibitions, at listed inspection
locations and on request.

Email us at nationalgrid@
riverhumberpipeline.com
Write to:FREEPOST NATIONAL
GRID R H PIPELINE PROJECT

The consultation runs from 22 September to 31 October 2014
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What happens next?

Following the end of the
consultation, National Grid
will take account of all of the
comments received in order
to finalise its application for a
Development Consent Order.
A Consultation Report will
document the outcome of the
consultation and how this has
informed the final proposed
replacement gas pipeline.
As part of this process, we will
also consider whether further
engagement is necessary with
statutory consultees in respect
of any proposed changes to
the scheme, before the DCO
is submitted to the Planning
Inspectorate for consideration.

Anticipated project timeline
DATE

ACTIVITIES

2012

Strategic options investigated and route corridors identified
Stage One Consultation on route corridor options

2013

Stage One Consultation and Route Corridor Studies
complete and preferred route corridor decided
Further environmental and engineering investigations
Engagement with landowners and stakeholders

2014

Stage Two Consultation on the precise route of the pipeline
Produce Environmental Impact Assessment or
Environmental Statement

2015

Submission of any necessary consent applications

2016

Applications determined

2017 – 2019

Pipeline constructed and becomes operational

Further information
A wide range of information and resources is available on our website at
www.riverhumberpipeline.com
This includes copies of all materials
relating to the current consultation, as
well as copies of the documents that
supported the previous consultation
in 2012.
Also available are detailed maps of the
proposed replacement gas pipeline route.
Copies of all materials and maps are also
available at our public exhibitions and at a
number of public locations in the vicinity of
the proposals. These are listed opposite.
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A more accurate programme will be
known once more detailed studies
have taken place.

If you would like to give us your
comments on our proposals or have
any queries relating to the project,
you can contact us direct using the
contact details on the back cover of
this brochure.
Wider information about the
planning process can be found on
the website www.infrastructure.
planningportal.gov.uk

“
”

National Grid will take account of all the
comments received in order to finalise its
application for a DCO.

The SOCC is available for inspection at:

At the following opening times:

Barton Local Link
Providence House, Holydyke,
Barton-upon-Humber DN18 5PR

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9.30am to 4.30pm;
Wednesday,Friday 9.30am to 4pm.

Hedon Customer Service Centre
2 New Road, Hedon HU12 8EN

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9am to 5pm;
Friday 9am to 4.30pm.

Goxhill Library
The Parish Room, Howe Lane, Goxhill DN19 7HS

Monday 3.30pm to 7pm; Tuesday closed; Wednesday
2pm to 5pm; Thursday closed; Friday 3.30pm to 7pm.

Thorngumbald Travelling Library
Various.

Monday 9.30am to 12pm (Willinghams Garage)
and 12.30pm to 7.30pm (Village Hall Car Park).

National Grid Office
1– 3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH

Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm.

Public Exhibitions

We are holding a series of public exhibition at the following
venues in the vicinity of the preferred pipeline route

Date and Time

Exhibition Venue

Thursday 25 September 2014,
3pm – 7pm

Paull Village Hall
Main Street, Paull, Nr Hull, East
Yorkshire HU12 8AW

Friday 26 September 2014,
3pm – 7pm

East Halton Village Hall
Townside, East Halton DN40 3NS

Saturday 27 September 2014,
12pm – 4pm

Goxhill Memorial Hall
Chapel Street, Goxhill DN19 7JJ
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Glossary

A

H

S

AGI
Above Ground Installation –
structures and engineering such as
elements of the block valves that will
be required to be above ground level

HSI
Habitat Suitability Index

SAC
Special Area of Conservation

B
barg
Gauge pressure above
atmospheric pressure
BTO
British Trust for Ornithology

C
CEMP
Construction Environmental
Management Plan

L
LDO
Local Development Order

N
NTS
National Transmission System

P
PEI
Preliminary Environmental
Information

D

PEIR
Preliminary Environmental
Information Report

DCO
Development Consent Order

PINS
Planning Inspectorate

DECC
Department of Energy and
Climate Change

Principal Aquifer
Layer of rock providing a high level
of water storage.

E

ProW
Public Rights of Way

EA
Environment Agency
ES
Environmental Statement
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R
Ramsar
Defined as wetlands of
international importance

SOCC
Statement of Community
Consultation
SPA
Special Protection Area
SSSI
Site of Special Scientific Interest

W
WeBS
Wetland Bird Survey
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Notes
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How to find out more
i

There are a number of ways you can find out about our proposals
and register your views throughout the consultation period:
Visiting our project website at:
www.riverhumberpipeline.com

Calling our freephone number:
0800 988 9144 (lines are open
9.00am – 5.00pm Monday to Friday)

Sending an email to:
nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com

Writing to our freepost address at:
FREEPOST NATIONAL GRID
R H PIPELINE PROJECT

Find out more about the energy challenge and how National Grid is helping find solutions
at www.nationalgridconnecting.com
Drawings used in this brochure are illustrative and for consultation purposes only.
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Stage 2 Section 42 Consultation Letters
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A, B, C, D Local Authorities Plan	
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Appendix 13
Section 48 Notice	
  

National Grid Gas plc – The River Humber Gas Pipeline Replacement Project
Section 48, Planning Act 2008
Regulation 4, The Infrastructure Planning
(Applications: Prescribed Forms and
Procedures) Regulations 2009
Notice of the proposed application to the Secretary
of State for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to
construct a high-pressure natural gas replacement
pipeline in a new tunnel beneath the River Humber to
replace the existing pipeline that runs in a trench on
the river bed (‘the River Humber pipeline’).
1. Notice is hereby given that National Grid Gas PLC
(“National Grid”) of 1 – 3 Strand, London WC2N
5EH intends to apply to the Secretary of State
under section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (the
Act) for a DCO to authorise the River Humber Gas
Pipeline Replacement Project.
2. The proposed DCO will, amongst other things,
authorise:
i. The construction of a 5.4km high-pressure gas
pipeline up to 1220mm in diameter connecting
the existing above-ground installations at
Goxhill and Paull, comprised of approximately
5km of pipeline in a tunnel under the River
Humber and 400m of onshore pipeline laid by
trenched or trenchless methods;
ii. Modifications to the existing above-ground
installation at Paull;
iii. Construction of two cathodic protection
facilities and two pipeline monitoring facilities;
iv. Associated works for permanent and temporary
accesses, highways works, drainage works,
temporary construction compounds, temporary
spoil storage, temporary lay-down and work
areas and ancillary works.

3. The DCO will include a number of other provisions,
including those which authorise the compulsory
purchase of land and rights over land, if necessary,
to construct and maintain the River Humber pipeline.
4. The project is Environmental Impact Assessment
development as defined in The Infrastructure
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2009. The proposed DCO application will
be accompanied by a full Environmental Statement.
The documents, plans and maps showing the nature
and location of the proposed project, including a
Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR),
will be available to download from 22 September
2014 on www.riverhumberpipeline.com and to
view from 22 September 2014 to 31 October 2014.
Library and Centre, Locations and Opening Times:
Location

Opening times

Barton Local Link
Providence House, Holydyke,
Barton-upon-Humber DN18 5PR

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
9.30am to 4.30pm; Wednesday,
Friday 9.30am to 4pm.

Hedon Customer
Service Centre
2 New Road, Hedon HU12 8EN

Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday 9am to
5pm; Friday 9am to 4.30pm.

Goxhill Library
The Parish Room, Howe Lane,
Goxhill DN19 7HS

Monday 3.30pm to 7pm;
Wednesday 2pm to 5pm;
Friday 3.30pm to 7pm.

Thorngumbald
Travelling Library
Various

Monday 9.30am to 12pm
(Willinghams Garage) and
12.30pm to 7.30pm
(Village Hall Car Park).

National Grid Office
1–3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH

Monday to Friday 8.30am
to 4.30pm.

5. The documents, plans, maps, and PEIR will be
available at public exhibitions, which will be staffed
by members of the project team at the times listed:
Date, Time of Exhibition, Venue:
Date and time

Exhibition venue

Thursday 25 September
2014, 3pm – 7pm

Paull Village Hall
Main Street, Paull, Nr Hull,
East Yorkshire HU12 8AW

Friday 26 September
2014, 3pm – 7pm

East Halton Village Hall
Townside, East Halton DN40 3NS

Saturday 27 September
2014, 12pm – 4pm

Goxhill Memorial Hall
Chapel Street, Goxhill DN19 7JJ

6. Copies of the documents, plans, maps and
PEIR can be obtained from National Grid at a
reasonable charge for copying of up to £150 for a
full set of hard copy documents or free of charge
on DVD or from the project website.
7. Responses to this consultation should be made,
where possible, in writing and be sent by email to
nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com
or by post to FREEPOST NATIONAL GRID
R H PIPELINE PROJECT. Feedback forms
can also be found on the website at
www.riverhumberpipeline.com
National Grid must receive all responses by
Friday 31 October 2014 to ensure their consideration.
Please note that responses are likely to be made public,
but that contact/personal details will be redacted.
National Grid Gas PLC
September 2014

Appendix 14
Stage 2 Consultation Letters to PILS (8
September and 18 September 2014)	
  
	
  

Appendix 15
A List of the Stage 2 Non – Prescribed
Consultees

Non Prescribed Consultees Consulted at Stage 2

Consultee category

Organisation

Non Prescribed Consultees

Goxhill (B)

Paull (B)

New Holland (A)

Barrow upon Humber (A)

Thornton Curtis (A)

East Halton (A)
The relevant parish council
Preston (A)

Hedon (A)

Thorngumbald (A)

Barton upon Humber (A)

North Killingholme (A)

Keyingham (A)

Ottringham (A)

Sunk Island (A)

Melton Ross Parish Council

Croxton Parish Council

RSPB

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
(RSPB)

RSPB Northern England

National Trust
National Trust
National Trust Yorkshire & the North East

National Trust East of England

National Trust, Yorkshire, Teesside, N
Lincolnshire

Local Wildlife Trust

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust

Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust

Woodland Trust

Woodland Trust

Commoners Associations (Local)

Federation of Yorkshire Commoners and
Graziers

NFU

National Farmers' Union

NFU North East

Country Land and and Business
Association Limited

Country Land and Business Association
Limited

Department for Communities and
Local Government

Department for Communities and Local
Government

Department for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs

Department for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs

Department of Energy and Climate
Change

Department of Energy and Climate
Change

Open Spaces Society

Open Spaces Society

Sustrans

Sustrans

Ramblers Association

Ramblers Association

Civic Trust

Civic Voice

CPRE

CPRE

Friends of the Earth

Friends of the Earth (Main office)

Greenpeace

Greenpeace

Royal National Lifeboat Institution

Royal National Lifeboat Institution

Relevant telecoms companies

BSkyB

BT Group

Cable & Wireless Worldwide

Colt Group S.A

Easynet

KCOM Group

Level 3 Communications

Talk Talk.com

Virgin Media

O2

EE

Vodafone

Three

Kingston Communications
Additional Local Independent
Telecoms Companies

Quickline Communications Ltd

Atlas Communications

The One Point

Genesis Business Systems Ltd

Cobus Communications

PSB Network Services Ltd

Local Economic Partnerships

Humber Local Enterprise Partnership

MoD

Ministry of Defence

Appendix 16
Section 42 Consultees Who Did Not
Provide a Response to the Statutory
Consultation	
  

Section 42 Consultees Consulted at Stage 2 under Schedule 1 of the
Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure)
Regulations 2009 (as amended) Who did not Provide a Response

Consultee category

Organisation

Section 42 Consultees

Section 42(1)(a) Consultees

The relevant Regional Planning Body

Clinical Commissioning Groups
(formerly The relevant Strategic
Health Authority)

Local Government Yorkshire and Humber
[No longer exists]

National Health Service Commissioning
Board (NHS England)

NHS England

East Riding of Yorkshire CPU
The relevant fire and rescue authority
North Lincolnshire CPU

The Police and Crime Commissioner for
Humberside

The relevant Police and Crime
Commissioner

The Police and Crime Commissioner for
South Yorkshire

The Police and Crime Commissioner for
North Yorkshire

The relevant Ambulance Trust

Yorkshire Ambulance Service NHS Trust

East Midlands Ambulance Service NHS
Trust

Goxhill (B)
The relevant parish council
Paull (B)

CABE (Design Council)

CABE

Equality and Human Rights
Commission

Equality and Human Rights Commission

Homes and Communities Agency

Homes and Communities Agency

The Joint Nature Conservation
Committee

The Joint Nature Conservation Committee
(Onshore)

The Commission for Rural
Communities

Commission for Rural Communities

Maritime and Costguard Agency
The Maritime and Coastguard Agency
Maritime and Coastguard Agency Hull
Marine Office

Harbour

Cowing

The Highways Agency

The Highways Agency

Highways Agency Historical Railways
Estate

The Highways Agency - Regional Contact

Gas and Electricity Markets Authority

Gas and Electricity Markets Authority

South Holderness IDB
The relevant internal drainage board
York Consortium Drainage Boards

North East Lindsey IDB

Humber Emergency Planning Service
Local Resilience Forum
Head of Joint Emergency Management
Service, Lincolnshire County Council

Atlantic Electric and Gas

British Gas

Countrywide Energy

Dong Energy
Relevant statutory undertakers Local
Electricity Supply Company

E.ON Energy

Ecotricity

EDF Energy

Equipower

Gazprom

GDF Suez

Good Energy

Green Energy UK

London Energy

Npower

Sainsbury's Energy

Scottish and Southern Energy

Scottish Hydro Electric

ScottishPower

Seeboard Energy

Southern Electric

Swalec

Western Power Distribution (formerly
SWEB Energy)

Total Gas and Power

uSwitch

Utilita

Utility Warehouse

Which? Switch

National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc

National Grid Gas Plc
Relevant statutory undertakers
transmission licence holders

Scottish Hydro Electric (Local Electricity
Supply Company

Scottish Power (Local Electricity Supply
Company)

EDF Energy (DNO) Ltd

ECG Distribution Ltd

Energetics Electricity Ltd

ES Pipelines

Independent Pipelines Ltd

Independent Power Networks Ltd

Northern Gas Networks

Quadrant Pipelines

Scottish Gas Networks PLC

Scottish & Southern Energy PLC

Southern Gas Networks PLC

Utility Grid Installations

Wales and West Utilities Ltd

YE Distribution

Npower

Northern Powergrid
Relevant Statutory undertakers
supplier licence holders
YEDL/NEDL

Scotland Gas Networks PLC

Southern Gas Networks PLC

SSE Pipelines Ltd

LNG Portable Pipeline Services

The Electric Network Compant Limited

Northern Powergrid (Yorkshire) Plc

ESP Pipelines LTD

ESP Electricity Limited

ESP Networks LTD

ESP Connections LTD

Relevant statutory undertakers Local
Water Company (supply and
sewerage)

Water Service Regulation Authority
(OFWAT)

Yorkshire Water Plc

British Gas Pipelines Ltd
Relevant statutory undertakers Local
Gas Company (including NG gas
transmission and distribution)

Energetics Gas Ltd

Gas Transportation Company Ltd

National Grid Gas Plc

Relevant statutory undertakers
Universal Service Provider

Relevant statutory undertakers
Licence Holder (Chapter 1 of Part 1 of
Transport Act 2000)

Royal Mail

Network Rail

Network Rail (CTRL) Ltd

South Yorkshire ITA/PTA

Office of Rail Regulation

Relevant statutory undertakers Health

Health Protection Agency - Yorkshire and

Bodies

Humber

Humber NHS Foundation Trust

NHS East Riding of Yorkshire

NHS North Lincolnshire

NHS Yorkshire & Humber

NHS Hull Clinical commissioning Group

Northern Lincolnshire and Goole Hospitals
NHS Trust

Rotherham, Doncaster and South Humber
Mental Health NHS Foundation Trust

North Lincolnshire Clinical Commissioning
Group

North East Lincolnshire Clinical
Commissioning Group

Relevant Statutory undertakers Canal
or Inland Navigation

Water and Sewage undertakers

NAVAREA One Coordinator

Anglican Water

Yorkshire Water

The Crown Estate Commissioners

The Crown Estate

The Forestry Commission

The Forestry Commission (National Office)

The Forestry Commission

Section 42(1)(b) (Section 43) Consultees

York (A)

North East Lincolnshire (A)

Donaster District (A)

West Lindsey District (A)

Local Authorities

Bassetlaw District (A)

Selby District (A)

Scarborough District (A)

Ryedale District (A)

Linconshire County (D)

North Yorkshire County (D)

Section (42(1)(d) (Section 44) Consultees

PIL

Sands Farm, Goxhill, Barrow Upon
Humber, North Lincolnshire,DN19 7LR

PIL

The Grange, East Halton, Immingham,
North Lincolnshire,DN40 3PX

PIL

Laurel Farm, Skeffling, Hull, East Riding of
Yorkshire, HU12 0UP

PIL

Low Paull Farm, Thorngumbald Road,
Paull, Hull, East Riding of Yorkshire, HU12
8AX

PIL

Boreas Hill Farm, Thorngumbald Road,
Paull, Hull, East Riding of Yorkshire, HU12
8AX

PIL

Station Road, Cottingham, East Riding of
Yorkshire, HU16 4LL

PIL

Trinity Square, Tower Hill, City of London,
EC3N 4DH

PIL

The Crown Estate Commissioners, 16 New
Burlington Place, London, W1S 2HX

PIL

The Crown Estate Commissioners, Aviator
Court, Amy Johnson Way, York, North
Yorkshire, YO30 4GZ

PIL

Aldwych House, 71-91 Aldwych, London,
WC2B 4HN

PIL

Riverside House, King George Dock, Hull,
HU9 5PS

PIL

Littlecroft, South End, Goxhill, North
Lincolnshire,DN19 7NE

PIL

Pine Tree Farm, South End, Goxhill, North
Lincolnshire, DN19 7LZ

PIL

Church Farm, East Halton ,Grimsby, North
East Lincolnshire, DN40 3NX

PIL

Lancaster Approach, North Killingholme,
Immingham, North Lincolnshire, DN40 3JZ

PIL

15 Pasture Road, Barton Upon Humber,
North Lincolnshire, DN18 5RA

PIL

North End, Goxhill, North Lincolnshire,
DN19 7JT

PIL

56 Tetney Lane, Holton le clay,
Lincolnshire, DN36 5AT

PIL

Ferry Farm, Ferry Rd, Goxhill, North
Lincolnshire, DN19 7NJ

PIL

32A Clint Lane, Navenby, Lincolnshire,
LN5 0EX

PIL

22 St Hilarys Drive, North Hykeham,
Lincolnshire, LN6 8QN

PIL

The Poplars, Ferry Road, Goxhill,
Lincolnshire, DN19 7JY

PIL

The Homestead, Ferry Road, Goxhill,
North Lincolnshire, DN19 7JY

PIL

Woodhaze, Thornton Barrow, Barrow
Upon Humber, North Lincolnshire, DN19
7EB

PIL

The poplars, Ferry Road, Goxhill, North
Lincolnshire, DN19 7JY

PIL

Haven Farm, Ferry Road, Barrow upon
Humber, North Lincolnshire, DN19 7NH

PIL

Demswood, Boreas Hill, Thorngumbald
Road, Paull, Hull, HU12 8AX

PIL

Glebe Farm, Burstwick, HU12 9QA

PIL

6 Silver Street, Hull, HU1 1JA

PIL

1 Mount View, Woodgates Lane, North
Ferriby, HU14 3JG

PIL

Able House, Billingham Reach Ind Est
Billingham, Stockton On Tees, TS23 1PX

PIL

Boreas Vale Farm, Thorngumbald Road,
Paull, Hull, HU12 8AZ

PIL

8 Canada Sq, CanaryWharf, London,E14
5HQ

PIL

PO Box 502, 42 High Street, Sheffield,
South Yorkshire, S1 2YW

PIL

1 Churchill Place, London, E14 5HP

PIL

25 Gresham Street, London, EC2V 7HN

PIL

Impact House, 8 Castle Boulevard,
Nottingham, NG7 1GG

PIL

Millstream, Maidenhead Road, Windsor,
Berkshire, SL4 5GD

PIL

41 Park Cross Street, Leeds, West
Yorkshire, LS1 2QH

PIL

Building A, Sunbury Business Park,
Sunbury on Thames, Middlesex, TW16
7LL

PIL

Chapel Farm, Chapel Field Road, Goxhill,
Barrow Upon Humber, North Lincolnshire,
DN19 7NG

PIL

Spring Farm, Chapel Field Road, Goxhill,
Barrow Upon Humber, North Lincolnshire,
DN19 7NG

PIL

Fir Tree Farm, East Marsh Road, Goxhill,
Barrow Upon Humber, North Lincolnshire,
DN19 7NQ

PIL

Lakes Farm, Thorngumbald Road, Paull,
Hull, HU12 8AX

PIL

Goxhill Airfield, Chapel Field Road, Goxhill,
Barrow Upon Humber, North Lincolnshire,
DN19 7NF

PIL

Lancaster Approach, North Killingholme,
Immingham, North Lincolnshire, DN40 3JZ

PIL

Bleach House, Hull Road, Woodmansey,
East Riding of Yorkshire, HU17 0TA

PIL

Brookhill Farm, Horsegate Field road,
Goxhill, Barrow Upon Humber, North

Lincolnshire, DN197NN

PIL

Lynton Stud, East Marsh Road, Goxhill
Barrow Upon Humber ,North Lincolnshire,
DN19 7NQ

PIL

82 Micklegate, York, YO1 6LF

PIL

18 Market Place, Patrington, East Riding of
Yorkshire, HU12 0RB

PIL

The Ordnance Depot, Thorngumbald
Road, Paull, East Riding of Yorkshire,
HU12 8FP

PIL

14 Merchants Place, Merchantgate, York,
YO1 9TU

PIL

Eastfield, Albert Street, Brigg, North
Lincolnshire, DN20 8HS

Non Prescribed Consultees

Goxhill (B)

Paull (B)

The relevant parish council

New Holland (A)

Barrow upon Humber (A)

Thornton Curtis (A)

East Halton (A)

Hedon (A)

Thorngumbald (A)

Barton upon Humber (A)

North Killingholme (A)

Keyingham (A)

Ottringham (A)

Sunk Island (A)

Melton Ross Parish Council

Croxton Parish Council

National Trust
National Trust
National Trust Yorkshire & the North East

National Trust East of England

National Trust, Yorkshire, Teesside, N
Lincolnshire

Woodland Trust

Woodland Trust

Commoners Associations (Local)

NFU

Federation of Yorkshire Commoners and
Graziers

National Farmers' Union

NFU North East

Country Land and and Business
Association Limited

Country Land and Business Association
Limited

Department for Communities and
Local Government

Department for Communities and Local
Government

Department for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs

Department for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs

Department of Energy and Climate
Change

Department of Energy and Climate
Change

Open Spaces Society

Open Spaces Society

Sustrans

Sustrans

Ramblers Association

Ramblers Association

Civic Trust

Civic Voice

CPRE

CPRE

Friends of the Earth

Friends of the Earth (Main office)

Greenpeace

Greenpeace

Royal National Lifeboat Institution

Royal National Lifeboat Institution

BSkyB

Cable & Wireless Worldwide

Colt Group S.A

Easynet

KCOM Group

Relevant telecoms companies

Level 3 Communications

Talk Talk.com

Virgin Media

O2

EE

Vodafone

Three

Kingston Communications
Additional Local Independent
Telecoms Companies
Quickline Communications Ltd

Atlas Communications

The One Point

Genesis Business Systems Ltd

Cobus Communications

PSB Network Services Ltd

Local Economic Partnerships

Humber Local Enterprise Partnership
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Table 3.1 Alternatives - Development of the Scheme – Amendments following
Statutory Consultation and as a Result of Ongoing Engineering Studies
Design Amendment

Commentary

The completed tunnel would
be flooded with water

Once the pipeline has been installed in the tunnel, the
tunnel would be flooded with water. The option to
backfill the tunnel with grout has been discounted
owing to the high costs and carbon footprint
associated with this option.

Not using a disused airfield
at Goxhill as a pipe storage
site

During the early development of the Scheme,
consideration was given to using a disused airfield at
Goxhill for storage of the pipeline sections. This has
been discounted as there is sufficient space within the
Scheme redline to accommodate the pipe storage
and this would also prevent double handling and the
requirement for additional traffic movements.

Water from East Halton
Beck will not be used for
hydrostatic testing

The Preliminary Environmental Information Report
identified a number of options for hydro-testing the
pipeline which included abstracting the water from
East Halton Beck. This option has been discounted
following feedback from the Environment Agency that
on the southern side of the Humber Estuary Skitter
Beck, Laceby Beck and Waithe Beck are all failing for
flow under their Water Framework Directive
Assessments which is due to abstraction impact.

Reduction in the size of
storage lagoons

Throughout the design process the dewatering and
water management requirements have been reviewed
and this has resulted in a reduction in the size of the
storage lagoons required for the project, thereby
offering a flood risk management benefit.

Use of Rose Hill Access
Track in preference to a one
way construction route via
Paull and Thorngumbald

During the statutory consultation, both access options
were consulted upon. Feedback from both members
of the public and representatives of the highways
department at the East Riding of Yorkshire
determined that the preference would be for the use
of the Rose Hill Farm track to reduce the impacts of
the Scheme on road users and the villages of Paull
and Thorngumbald.

Soff Lane Diversion

Through the statutory consultation process,
comments were raised by members of the public
regarding the one way traffic route out of the site and
potential pinch points at South End. As a result of
these comments National Grid Gas investigated an
alternative access route that was also consulted upon
between 15 December 2014 and 23 January 2015.
As a result of that consultation it has been decided to
use the alternative rather than the original route to
reduce impacts upon local residents and to improve
the safety of the route.
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Design Amendment

Commentary

Import of concrete rings by
road rather than batching on
site

This has been adopted to avoid the requirement for
significant concrete batching facilities on site which
would avoid potential pollution risks to the Humber
Estuary. Furthermore, a whole life costing exercise
has been completed to inform this decision
demonstrating cost savings using this approach.
There would also be better quality control from an
engineering perspective.

Use of diesel generators
rather than a District
Network Operator
connection or gas turbine
generators for powering the
TBM and the construction
welfare facilities.

A Best Available Techniques assessment was
undertaken and concluded that the preferred option
would be diesel generators. The use of a Distribution
Network Operator connection would have had
significant cost and environmental implications with
approximately 8.6km of new cable being required.
The cost of the gas powered turbine option would
also be very high.

Reduction in the redline and
working area

Throughout the design process it has been possible
to minimise the working area required for the Scheme
which offers a number of potential environmental
benefits including reduced footprint reducing the
ecological, hydrological, land use and landscape
effects of the Scheme.

Use of a drive pit rather than The use of a drive pit rather than a drive shaft has
a shaft at Goxhill
been selected as this would enable the works to be
completed more quickly and more safely.
The field adjacent to the
drive pit will be left as
stubble to provide habitat for
birds

During discussions with Natural England as a result of
the ongoing ecological survey and assessment it has
been decided that part of the field would be left as set
aside to compensate for the loss of habitat under the
footprint of the works. This will provide alternative
roosting and/or foraging site for birds associated with
the SPA, such as golden plover, black-tailed godwit,
lapwing and curlew.

Minimising extent of work
required in Paull AGI

The works have been designed to tie into the existing
above ground facility to avoid the need for new
infrastructure offering landscape and visual amenity
benefits.

Discharge of water via
pumps that will be
positioned at East Halton
Beck

A meeting with the Environment Agency during
October 2014 identified that there are existing
sedimentation issues at East Halton Beck and that it
may be beneficial for any water discharged from the
Scheme working area to be discharged at this point to
help to alleviate this problem. The Scheme design
has, therefore, been modified accordingly.

There has been ongoing
development of the
screening and bunding

The design of the fencing, screening and bunding of
the site has evolved as a result of the ongoing
environmental assessments particularly ecology,
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Design Amendment
around the Scheme

Commentary
landscape and visual amenity and noise and
vibration.

As the Scheme design has
developed the positioning of
the site cabins has changed

This has been modified to better segregate the
welfare facilities and the ‘active’ construction site and
also to offer a degree of screening for nearby
residential properties.

Design of drive pit to avoid
the need for active dewatering throughout the
duration of the works

This has been developed to minimise the impact of
the Scheme on groundwater resources and to reduce
water management requirements throughout the
construction phase.
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National Grid Gas plc – The River Humber Gas Pipeline Replacement Project
Section 48, Planning Act 2008
Regulation 4, The Infrastructure Planning
(Applications: Prescribed Forms and
Procedures) Regulations 2009
Notice of the proposed application to the Secretary
of State for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to
construct a high-pressure natural gas replacement
pipeline in a new tunnel beneath the River Humber to
replace the existing pipeline that runs in a trench on
the river bed (‘the River Humber pipeline’).
1. Notice is hereby given that National Grid Gas PLC
(“National Grid”) of 1 – 3 Strand, London WC2N
5EH intends to apply to the Secretary of State
under section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (the
Act) for a DCO to authorise the River Humber Gas
Pipeline Replacement Project.
2.	The proposed DCO will, amongst other things,
authorise:
i.	The construction of a 5.4km high-pressure gas
pipeline up to 1220mm in diameter connecting
the existing above-ground installations at
Goxhill and Paull, comprised of approximately
5km of pipeline in a tunnel under the River
Humber and 400m of onshore pipeline laid by
trenched or trenchless methods;
ii.	Modifications to the existing above-ground
installation at Paull;
iii.	Construction of two cathodic protection
facilities and two pipeline monitoring facilities;
iv.	Associated works for permanent and temporary
accesses, highways works, drainage works,
temporary construction compounds, temporary
spoil storage, temporary lay-down and work
areas and ancillary works.

NG_FEEDER 9_SOCC (S48) Public Notice Ad_(w)256mmx(h)170mm_V11.indd 1

3. The DCO will include a number of other provisions,
including those which authorise the compulsory
purchase of land and rights over land, if necessary,
to construct and maintain the River Humber pipeline.
4. The project is Environmental Impact Assessment
development as defined in The Infrastructure
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2009. The proposed DCO application will
be accompanied by a full Environmental Statement.
The documents, plans and maps showing the nature
and location of the proposed project, including a
Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR),
will be available to download from 22 September
2014 on www.riverhumberpipeline.com and to
view from 22 September 2014 to 31 October 2014.
Library and Centre, Locations and Opening Times:
Location

Opening times

Barton Local Link
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
Providence House, Holydyke,
9.30am to 4.30pm; Wednesday,
Barton-upon-Humber DN18 5PR Friday 9.30am to 4pm.
Hedon Customer
Service Centre
2 New Road, Hedon HU12 8EN

Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday 9am to
5pm; Friday 9am to 4.30pm.

Goxhill Library
The Parish Room, Howe Lane,
Goxhill DN19 7HS

Monday 3.30pm to 7pm;
Wednesday 2pm to 5pm;
Friday 3.30pm to 7pm.

Thorngumbald
Travelling Library
Various

Monday 9.30am to 12pm
(Willinghams Garage) and
12.30pm to 7.30pm
(Village Hall Car Park).

National Grid Office
Monday to Friday 8.30am
1–3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH to 4.30pm.

5. The documents, plans, maps, and PEIR will be
available at public exhibitions, which will be staffed
by members of the project team at the times listed:
Date, Time of Exhibition, Venue:
Date and time

Exhibition venue

Thursday 25 September
2014, 3pm – 7pm

Paull Village Hall
Main Street, Paull, Nr Hull,
East Yorkshire HU12 8AW

Friday 26 September
2014, 3pm – 7pm

East Halton Village Hall
Townside, East Halton DN40 3NS

Saturday 27 September
2014, 12pm – 4pm

Goxhill Memorial Hall
Chapel Street, Goxhill DN19 7JJ

6. Copies of the documents, plans, maps and
PEIR can be obtained from National Grid at a
reasonable charge for copying of up to £150 for a
full set of hard copy documents or free of charge
on DVD or from the project website.
7. Responses to this consultation should be made,
where possible, in writing and be sent by email to
nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com
or by post to FREEPOST NATIONAL GRID
R H PIPELINE PROJECT. Feedback forms
can also be found on the website at
www.riverhumberpipeline.com
National Grid must receive all responses by
Friday 31 October 2014 to ensure their consideration.
Please note that responses are likely to be made public,
but that contact/personal details will be redacted.
National Grid Gas PLC
September 2014

04/09/2014 12:45

Stage two consultation adverts
9 September – 18 September 2014

1

Copies of notices published under sections 47 and 48 of the Planning Act 2008
For the pre-application consultation carried out under section 47 of the Planning Act 2008, the
Statement of Community Consultation was published in the following publications on the dates
indicated. The notices are reproduced on the following pages in the same order.

Newpaper
Grimsby Telegraph
Hull Daily Mail
Grimsby Telegraph
Hull Daily Mail

Date
9 September 2014
9 September 2014
16 September 2014
16 September 2014

Page
3
4
5
6

For the pre-application consultation carried out under section 48 of the Planning Act 2008, a
newspaper notice of the consultation was published in the following publications on the dates
indicated. The notices are reproduced on the following pages on the same order.

Newpaper
Grimsby Telegraph
Hull Daily Mail
The Independent
The London Gazette
Scunthorpe Telegraph
Lloyd’s List
Fishing News
Hull Daily Mail
Grimsby Telegraph
Scunthorpe Telegraph

Date
9 September 2014
9 September 2014
10 September 2014
10 September 2014
11 September 2014
11 September 2014
12 September 2014
16 September 2014
16 September 2014
18 September 2014

2

Page
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

a) Grimsby Telegraph – 9 September 2014

3

b) Hull Daily Mail – 9 September 2014

4

c) Grimsby Telegraph – 16 September 2014

5

d) Hull Daily Mail – 16 September 2014

6

Statement of Community Consultation (S47) (Text)
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The River Humber Gas Pipeline Replacement Project Statement of
Community Consultation (SOCC) notice
On 22 September 2014 National Grid will be launching the statutory stage of public consultation on
the replacement of the existing high-pressure natural gas transmission pipeline beneath the River
Humber (‘the River Humber Gas Pipeline Replacement Project’), where local communities will be able
to find out more and give us their views.
The consultation will run until 31 October 2014 and National Grid will accept feedback, in writing, until
this date.
Public Exhibitions: We will be holding a series of public exhibitions at the following venues:
Date and Time
Thursday 25 September 2014, 3pm-7pm

Friday 26 September 2014, 3pm-7pm
Saturday 27 September 2014, 12pm-4pm

Exhibition Venue
Paull Village Hall
Main Street, Paull, Nr Hull, East Yorkshire HU12
8AW
East Halton Village Hall
Townside, East Halton, DN40 3NS
Goxhill Memorial Hall
Chapel Street, Goxhill DN19 7JJ

THE PROPOSAL
National Grid Gas plc (“National Grid”) of 1 – 3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH intends to apply to the
Secretary of State under section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (the Act) for a Development Consent
Order (DCO) to authorise the River Humber Gas Pipeline Replacement Project.
The project involves the construction of a replacement gas pipeline in a new tunnel beneath the River
Humber, between the existing above ground installations near to Paull, on the north bank of the
Humber, and Goxhill, on the south bank.
The proposed DCO will, amongst other things, authorise:
i. The construction of a 5.4km high-pressure gas pipeline up to 1220mm in diameter connecting the
existing above-ground installations at Goxhill and Paull, comprised of approximately 5km of pipeline in
a tunnel under the River Humber and 400m of onshore pipeline laid by trenched or trenchless
methods;
ii. Modifications to the existing above-ground installation at Paull;
iii. Construction of two cathodic protection facilities and two pipeline monitoring facilities;
iv. Associated works for permanent and temporary accesses, highways works, drainage works,
temporary construction compounds, temporary spoil storage, temporary lay-down and work areas and
ancillary works.
PUBLIC CONSULTATION
Listening to communities and gathering their feedback on our proposals is an extremely important
part of the project. The aim of our consultation is to ensure that local communities have a chance to
understand and influence the proposals. Under section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 we have a duty to
consult the local community in accordance with our Statement of Community Consultation (SOCC).
The SOCC explains how, when and where we will consult on the project and how feedback can be
given.
The SOCC is also available to view online on our project website at www.riverhumberpipeline.com
The project is an Environmental Impact Assessment development and so will be accompanied by an
Environmental Statement. Accordingly, we are also consulting on preliminary environmental
information.
A paper copy of the SOCC can also be provided free of charge. Copies of the documents, plans,
maps and PEIR can be obtained from National Grid (details below) at a reasonable charge for
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copying of up to £150 for a full set of hard copy documents or free of charge on DVD or from the
project website.
The SOCC can be viewed at the following locations from 22 September 2014:
Location

Opening times

Barton Local Link
Providence House, Holydyke, Barton-uponHumber DN18 5PR
Hedon Customer Service Centre
2 New Road, Hedon HU12 8EN
Goxhill Library
The Parish Room, Howe Lane, Goxhill DN19
7HS
Thorngumbald Travelling Library
Various
National Grid Office
1–3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9.30am to 4.30pm;
Wednesday, Friday 9.30am to 4pm.
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9am to
5pm; Friday 9am to 4.30pm.
Monday 3.30pm to 7pm; Wednesday 2pm to
5pm; Friday 3.30pm to 7pm.
Monday 9.30am to 12pm (Willinghams Garage)
and 12.30pm to 7.30pm (Village Hall Car Park).
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 4.30pm.

HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
There are a number of ways you can find out about our proposals and register your views
throughout the consultation period:
Calling our freephone number: 0800 988 9144 (lines are open 9.00am – 5.00pm Monday to Friday)
Sending an email to: nationalgrid@riverhumberpipeline.com
Writing to our freepost address at: FREEPOST NATIONAL GRID R H PIPELINE PROJECT
Visiting our project website at: www.riverhumberpipeline.com
Find out more about the energy challenge and how National Grid is helping find solutions at
www.nationalgridconnecting.com
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