Triton Knoll
Notes from Public Hearing November 2015
Lincolnshire Coastal Country Park
Vision: A sustainable coastal environment providing high quality facilities for communities and
visitors, improvements for wildlife and contributing to a healthy local economy
Aims:





Create a sustainable, diverse, landscape-scale network of wildlife habitats
Support and encourage a healthy local economy based on a year-round sustainable tourism
destination
Increase awareness and understanding of the natural and cultural heritage of the area;
building recognition locally, nationally and internationally
Provide recreational opportunities for local residents and visitors within the natural
environment.

Overview:
The LCCP lies between Sandilands and Chapel St Leonards covering an area of 35kms2. It
encompasses 8 kms of pristine coastline, beach, nature reserves, farmland and villages. The core
area of the LCCP is the narrow coastal strip incorporating the beach, dunes, nature reserves and
agricultural land to the east of Roman Bank.
Since 2009 the LCCP partnership has focussed its initial energy on this core area of pristine
undeveloped coastline. This has involved improving the management of important habitats, such as
The Seabank Claypits Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and creating new habitats such as
wetlands, reed beds and wet grassland (BAP priority habitats).To date 3 new nature reserves have
been created and 7 sites have been designated as Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) that are recognised
within the planning system.
Improving public access to the area is a priority, to enable and encourage local residents and visitors
to enjoy and appreciate this undeveloped coastal landscape, seascape, habitats and wildlife. This is
being achieved through: improving existing access; opening up public footpaths through the
installation of new infrastructure such as new bridges and signposts; creating 6 new footpaths;
developing and promoting walking routes and leaflets (example in folder) ; and the refurbishment of
4 coastal car parks and picnic areas.
Through this shared vision and focus of effort the LCCP has created a 2.2 km continuous stretch of
wildlife habitat which compliments the quiet unspoilt coast south of Anderby Creek. There now lies
a mosaic of designated wildlife habitats, including sand dunes, open water, reedbeds and grazing
marsh (in line with current government thinking of bigger, joined up landscape scale habitats) .
Footpaths have been created to enable people to enjoy the wildlife of the area. As a result of the
habitat creation there has been an increase in sightings of birds such as bittern, bearded tit and
Cetti’s warbler. Marsh harriers, which are a UK Amber listed species, fledged at least six juveniles in
the LCCP during 2013. This has given the LCCP credibility that it can deliver a significant sustainable

year round visitor destination, contributing to LCC’s target of doubling the value of the visitor
economy by 2020, in line with National Tourist Board and Lincolnshire LEP ambitions.
As environmental enhancements have matured and new access opportunities have been developed
the LCCP is being promoted as a sustainable nature tourism destination, through : interpretation;
creation of a website (http://microsites.lincolnshire.gov.uk/coastalcountrypark)); development of 3
new gateway sites/ tourism hubs, programme of events, encouraging visitors to explore and enjoy
the area’s beautiful sandy beaches, big skies and wildlife. The promotion also highlights local
attractions, places to visit and things to do in the surrounding area.
Financial Investment:
These improvements and enhancements have been made possible through significant financial
investment into the area. Funding has been secured from partner contributions (Environment
Agency, LCC, Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust, Lincolnshire Coastal Grazing Marshes, Natural England, and
National Trust) . Additional significant funding has been secured from a range of grant funding, such
as Area Based Grant, Coastal Communities Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund, WREN and European funds
(DEFRA and Rural Development Programme England).

The LCCP is developing as a sustainable green tourism destination on the Lincolnshire coast,
developing a traditional coastal landscape. The LCCP is attracting many more birds and the amount
of wildlife is increasing. In turn this will increase the amount of visitors coming to enjoy this part of
the natural, undeveloped Lincolnshire coast. These visitors visit throughout the year, which
compliments the traditional summer ‘bucket and spade’ holiday makers, lengthening the holiday
season. Increased visitors means an increase in visitor money being spent within the local
community, which in turn is leading to an increase in local investment and inward investment.
Concerns:
The LCCP is a pristine area of undeveloped coast that is valued by residents and visitors for its
peaceful tranquil environment. The LCCP partnership is promoting the area as a green tourism
destination. In the short term the works will have an immediate detrimental affect in the form of
disturbance, traffic and visual image of the coast. It will damage the image of the LCCP and coast.
New visitors coming for a relaxing holiday to enjoy the natural environment will be deterred from
returning. Due to the undetermined length of time that works will be taking place even regular
visitors may be reluctant to return.
As a result of the commitment, financial investment in the area and the subsequent increase in
visitor numbers in the LCCP, plus a projected increase in visitor numbers (60,000 pa by 2020,
generating £2.2m- LCCP Socio-Economic Baseline Report, 2010) the area is experiencing a rise in
local visitor focused businesses establishing in the area, . These include farm diversification projects,
tea shops/ cafes, accommodation, plus refurbishment of existing facilities. New businesses are in the
development stage and are in the process of applying for grant aid to help them establish. There is a
concern that if this development takes place and damages the image of the area, it will deter
visitors. These new businesses will lose confidence in establishing their ventures, or at the very least
put them on hold for a few years.

To date the LCCP has been successful in securing external funding to achieve the aims of the
partnership. Much of this grant funding has been based on achieving a range of outcomes in relation
to increasing visitor numbers and creating new direct and indirect employment opportunities.
Examples include the new visitor centre (North Sea Observatory) and visitor gateway sites. If the
anticipated visitor numbers are not achieved, or jobs are not created grant aid will be reclaimed
from the LCCP and possibly local businesses.
To continue to deliver the vision of the LCCP it is reliant on further investment from LCC , partners,
national and European grant sources. If the area is perceived to have a degraded landscape, rather
than a pristine, unspoilt one, it may deter future external investment and grant funding. At present
the LCCP is in early stages of discussions with a national charity (confidential) about making a
significant investment in the LCCP, based on the potential of the area. This may very well be lost.
For partners to invest their limited funds they need to attract/ lever in this external funding.
Without this external funding LCC and partners will not be able to justify funding the LCCP alone.
Its pristine environment is a key driver to LCC’s commitment to developing the LCCP as a major
nature tourism destination. In these austere times LCC (as do all authorities) need to rationalise and
prioritise where it invests it money. If it is perceived as a degraded ‘damaged’ landscape this could
result in a reduced weight being attached to this project and funding being withdrawn.

If this development does gain planning consent, LCC would seek mitigation (min£2.3million) from
the applicant for habitat creation and improvements, within the LCCP.(see letter from Cllr Davie 24
Feb 2015.see attached )

Lincolnshire Coastal Country Park
Business Plan 2013 – 2018

VISION
1. A sustainable coastal environment providing high quality facilities for communities and visitors, improvements for wildlife and
contributing to a healthy local economy.

AIMS
The Lincolnshire Coastal Country Park aims to:


Create a sustainable, diverse, landscape-scale network of wildlife habitats



Support and encourage a healthy local economy based on a year-round sustainable tourism destination



Increase awareness and understanding of the natural and cultural heritage of the area; building recognition locally, nationally
and internationally



Provide recreational opportunities for local residents and visitors within the natural environment.

NB timescales refer to project development and delivery
Short term = 1-2 years
Medium term = 2-5 years
Long term = 5-10 years

AIMS, OBJECTIVES AND ASSOCIATED PROJECTS / TASKS

Time
scale
S/M/L

AIM 1: Create a sustainable, diverse landscape-scale network of wildlife habitats
Lead
partner

Cost

THEMES: Landscape, biodiversity & heritage
OBJECTIVES
1.1 Improve conservation
status of SSSIs to
favourable condition

PROJECTS / TASKS
Implement SSSI management plans in accordance with NE requirements
Carry out additional restoration of Wolla Bank Reedbed to bring it into ‘favourable’
condition1

LWT
LWT/LCGM

10,000
30,000?

S
S

1.2

Prepare and implement management plans for non-SSSI wildlife sites in conjunction with
site owners.2

LWT
LCC

30,000

M/L

Carry out habitat surveys and assessments against Local Wildlife Site /Local Nature Reserve
criteria. Identify and designate non-SSSI wildlife sites as Local Wildlife Sites / Local Nature
Reserves in conjunction with site owners, as applicable3
Provide conservation management advice to private landowners & work with them to
develop management plans.

LCC/LWT

5000

LWT/
LCGM
Project
GLNP/LCC

2500

LCC/EA

5000

Improve conservation
status of non-SSSI
wildlife sites

Initiate baseline survey to establish extent of dunes and establish programme of future
surveys
Carry out ecological survey and prepare management plan for the dunes in LCC ownership

1.3
1

Create new habitats by

Work with farmers and landowners to promote uptake of farm conservation schemes to

S/M

M

LWT/LCGM

Chapel Pit, Wolla Bank Pit, Huttoft Pit and Sandilands Pit are in ‘Favourable’ condition. Wolla Bank Reedbed in ‘Unfavourable Recovering’ condition, but recent work
means it’s well on the way.
2
Anderby Marsh is entered into HLS, which serves as a management plan. Mr Turner’s land is also in HLS. Huttoft Marsh is still in the planning stages
3
Some sites still require survey & assessment against LWS selection criteria (inc some where there has been recent habitat creation/restoration). In particular, land S of
Anderby Creek inc Chapel Six. LWT would be willing to lead on this & will cover costs on own land. An additional sum for other land would be welcome.

M

M/L

extending and linking
existing sites through
agreements with
landowners and / or
land purchase

buffer / extend /link existing wildlife
Create Huttoft Marsh nature reserve
Carry out suitable water level management works on Huttoft Marsh and Anderby to Chapel
Six complex nature reserves
Acquire appropriate land as and when it comes on the market especially where it buffers
/links existing wildlife sites /reserves
Investigate opportunities for habitat enhancement work on IDB drains
Habitat enhancement work on IDB drains which are outside the scope/capacity of the IDB?
Develop an enhanced pond and wetland creation grant for the CCP area up to £3k
Investigate feasibility of creating eel pass on South Outmarsh Drain

1.4

Monitor impact of
habitat management

Annual BAP reporting

Ongoing surveys eg shoresearch surveys; annual Seawatch Foundation National Whale and
Dolphin Watch surveys; breeding bird surveys; odonata surveys etc

LWT/LCC
LWT/LMDB

40,000
3,000

LWT
LMDB
LMDB/LWT
/LCC
LCC
LWT/LMDB

LWT
/LCC/EA/L
MDB
LWT

S
S
M/L

2,500
M/L
12,000

M/L

S/M/L

500

S/M/L

AIM 2: Support and encourage a healthy local economy based on a year-round sustainable
tourism destination

Lead
Partner

Cost

Time
scale
S/M/L

THEMES: Sustainable communities
OBJECTIVES
2.1
Support and promote
local businesses
connected with the
LCCP vision

2.2

2.3

Identify training and
volunteering
opportunities for local
people to increase rural
skills

Investigate
opportunities for
branding of local
produce and services in
line with LCCP vision

PROJECTS / TASKS
Develop retail opportunities within / linked to visitor attractions
Develop bespoke portable structure/pop up café to offer seasonal refreshment
concession to local businesses at Huttoft Car Terrace
Provide information and advice to local businesses on green technologies practices linking
into current SUSTAIN Programs
Support and promote new farm diversification initiatives i.e. farm shops & accommodation
in line with LCCP vision and utilising new funding opportunities e.g new EU structural fund
program
Create area on website to promote local businesses connected with LCCP vision e.g.
accommodation providers, activity providers etc, through an interactive map including
links to current business websites
Identify and secure funding to develop appropriate seasonal refreshment concession
opportunity
Promote relevant economic schemes on the coast e.g. Coastal Business Modernisation and
technology hubs
Work with local businesses to discuss accreditation options ie walkers cyclists
Feasility study for cycle hire with local business

LCC

65,000

M

LCC

4,000

M

LCC

10,000

M/L

LCC

12,000

S

LCC

50,000

M

LCC
LCC

Provide training programme and events to support employment through rural skills related
to coastal environment and habitat management
Establish and support local volunteer network
Provide/ support training for visitor facing businesses to build capacity to promote the
LCCP
Develop bespoke business support around visitor promotion on Visit Lincolnshire website
&utilise other search engine optimisation (SEO) & increase presence of LCCP on website

LWT

Utilise the existing brand of Select Lincolnshire to help facilitate linkages with other
member businesses locally. Take advantage of existing marketing opportunities eg website
& Good taste magazine.

M
M
70,000

S/M/L

3,000

M/L
M

LCC Ec Reg

5,000

S/M

LCC Ec Reg

2,500

M

LCC/ELDC

2.4

2.5

Secure funding for the
delivery of high priority
projects identified in
LCCP Sustainable
Transport Strategy

Develop interpretation
projects promoting
local villages as
identified in LCCP
Interpretation Plan

Refurbish Anderby Creek car park (Jan 2014)
Prioritise LCCP Sustainable Transport Strategy options- identify funding opportunities
Develop funding bid(s) based on high priority options
Discuss with LCC Highways poss of Roman Bank becoming a quiet road and reducing
weight limit. Investigate advisory routes for strategic through traffic to avoid LCCP
Link Chapel Point to Chapel Six marshes along Roman Bank
Identify 'quiet routes' to promote for walking, cycling and horseriding, thorough
discussions with LAF, equestrian centres, Ramblers and Sustrans
Create links from villages to quiet roads +footpaths
Develop bridleway +access routes where appropriate in discussion with LAF
Feasibility of Coastal Hopper linking places of interest along Lincs Wild Coast
Assess potential of promoting existing car parks for visitors to leave cars and travel
sustainably to coast
Assess feasibility of charging for car parking at key sites

LCC
LCC
LCC

Secure funding for & deliver LCCP boundary markers project

LCC

Develop and deliver community interpretation projects (e.g. community books, oral
histories, parish history, audio trails, pub walks).

LCC

AIM 3: Increase awareness and understanding of the natural and cultural heritage of the area;
building recognition locally, nationally and internationally

50,000
tbc

LCC

S
S
S
L
M
M
M
M
M
L

LCC

L

31,000 216,000
70,000

Lead
partner

Cost

M
M

Time
scale
S/M/L

THEMES: Landscape, biodiversity & heritage; education
3.1

Develop a series of
linked attractions to
introduce residents and
visitors to the LCCP

Develop interpretation at primary visitor hubs
Construct North Sea Observatory
Develop Phase 1 interpretation at North Sea Observatory
Develop Phase 2 interpretation at North Sea Observatory
Investigate feasibility of upgrading Anderby Drainage Museum, as a visitor attraction
Develop information hubs utilising existing beach hut ( Sandilands) and car park kiosk
(Huttoft Car Terrace)

LCC
LCC
LCC
LCC
LCC/LMDB
LCC

50,000
500,000
95,000
100,000
150,000
115,000

S
S
S
L
L
M

3.2

Incorporate LCCP into

Produce publication promoting and linking all 'wild coast' visitor attractions

LCC/LWT

6000

M

3.3

3.4

3.5

wider promotion of the
“wild Lincolnshire
coast” linking together
associated visitor
attractions
Promote and deliver a
range of opportunities
for people to learn
about the landscape,
biodiversity and
heritage of the area
Support local
businesses to become
“LCCP Champions”
through training and
accreditation scheme
Develop and implement
annual LCCP
communications plan

Establish reciprocal links between all 'wild cost' visitor attraction websites

LCC

No cost

S

Annual programme of guided walks and events to include marine events

LCC

S-M

Information related to Lincshore

EA/ LCC

10,000
per year
5,000

Develop & deliver LCCP Champions Project with local businesses

LCC

25,000

M

Produce regular press releases linked to news / events
Produce and distribute LCCP newsletter twice a year
Circulate quarterly e-mail update to partners and subscribers
Regular content management and evaluation of LCCP website to ensure it continues to
provide relevant information
Establish social media presence (Facebook, Twitter) as means of raising awareness and
promoting opportunities
Develop mobile website

LCC/LWT
LCC
LCC
LCC

0
5,000
0
500

S/M
S/M/L
S/M/L
S/M/L

LCC
LCC

M

M
7,000

M

AIM 4: Provide recreational opportunities for local residents and visitors within the natural
environment

Lead
partner

Cost

Time
scale
S/M/L

THEMES: Access & recreation; sustainable communities
4.1

4.2

4.3

Provide and maintain
an appropriate
network of Public
Rights of Way and
permissive routes in
agreement with
landowners and users

Provide and maintain
appropriate facilities
to encourage use of
countryside sites,
routes and nature
reserves

Promote a series of
publications to
encourage local
residents and visitors
to explore the area
with confidence

Maintenance of existing PRoW network
Carry out PRoW condition assessment + produce action plan
Review Countryside Stewardship paths with a view to retain where appropriate
Investigate funding opportunities for post/consultant to initiate + progress access
network improvements
Progress appropriate public path orders on the PRoW network –phase 1 (North of
Anderby)
Progress appropriate public path orders on the PRoW network –phase 2 (South of
Anderby)
Maintain permissive access routes through appropriate management
Work with landowners and Natural England to establish appropriate Coastal Access
footpath

LCC
LCC PRoW
LCC PRoW
LCC PRoW

20,000

S/M/L
S
S
S

LCC PRoW

S/M

LCC

M/L

LWT/LCC
LWT/ NE

S/M/L
M

Maintain coastal car parks and associated facilities to a high standard (certain criteria e.g.
green flag or similar?)
Maintain surfaced routes at accessible sites
Sand clearance Sandilands to Huttoft Car Terrace
Construct boardwalk between Chapel St Leonards and Chapel Point
Ensure adequate litter collections and toilet cleaning
Investigate feasibility of replacing toilets at coastal sites

LCC

S/M/L

LCC
EA/LCC/ELDC 8,000
LCC
50,000
LCC
LCC

S/M/L
S/M/L
S/M

Develop series of self-guided walking and cycling routes
Develop a series of activity-based leaflets encouraging recreation and responsible use of
the countryside – e.g. information for dog owners ; horse riders; anglers; cyclists (design
A5 leaflet & print 10,000 copies = £5k, zone markers £1.5k)
Develop a series of special interest guides i.e. beachcombing, heritage (WW2, land
reclamation, grazing, Vikings, churches etc)

LCC
LCC

S/M
S/M/L

Produce leaflet identifying travel options to area + options for exploring LCCP on foot,
cycle +horse

LCC

LCC

26,000

L

5000
per
guide
S/M

4.4

Promote and deliver a
range of opportunities
for people to enjoy
the LCCP

Annual programme of guided walks and events to include marine events

LCC

Investigate and support opportunities to promote healthy lifestyles
Investigate opportunities to extend ELDC beach wheelchair scheme to Anderby Creek

LCC
LCGM

4.5

Provide greenspaces
to encourage healthy
outdoor recreation

Explore opportunities for creating new/developing existing green spaces for outdoor play
provision

LCC

4.6

Monitor and evaluate
use of the LCCP

Undertake biannual Visitor Survey 2013, 2014,2016
Identify locations and install visitor counters
Promote opportunities for feedback users to provide feedback

LCC
LCC

10,000
per year

S-M

S

30,000

M/L

M
M

5. GOVERNANCE
Lead
partner
5.1

Identify the most appropriate designation and collate information to enable formal
designation
Draft, consult and agree formal terms of reference for LCCP partnership

Cost

Time
scale
S/M/L

LCC

S

LCC

S

Appendix 4

Statement of Jonathan Wood in connection with the Triton Knoll Development Hearings

Comments on Appendix 5: Written Representation Response to LCC:
I will limit my comments to those where The Applicant has not either simply noted our points, or
simply re-iterated their position, or any where in light of their comments I would re-consider my views.
Para 1.5 & 1.6 The Applicant should be asked to demonstrate that as a result of concerns raised at
the consultation the took these into account and which resulted in amendments to the scheme in
response to these concerns.
Para 1.11 See separate comments on ALDCN.
Para 1.12 This does not address our concerns at their base-line data.
Para 1.13 Whilst discussing a separate matter we have suggested to TKOWFL that “suitably
qualified” might be better wording.
Para 1.16 Can they clarify the outcome of this consultation and the outcome.
Para 1.18 See separate comments on ALDCN.
Para 1.22 & 1.23 See separate comments on ALDCN.
Para 1.31 -1.32 Definition of ALO (including qualifications) is required.
Para 1.34 Given that they do not at this stage have a technical design, are they able to demonstrate
how this is the case?
Para 1.36 See separate comments on ALDCN.
Para 1.39 In this context “permanently sterilised” is intended to convey that it would not be possible
to develop the land for alternative use, by for instance constructing a building, or planting trees.
Para 1.40 – 1.44 They have not addressed the question of why they require the proposed width, if it
may be technically possible to construct the scheme in a lesser width
Para 1.45 See 1.39 above. Also we do not see why they are seeking to restrict alternative uses
across the entire “working width” as opposed to over the route or the cables themselves.
Para 1.49 Our intention here was to illustrate that the general impact of the scheme could be reduced
were it to be built in a reduced width.
Generally, they seem keen on referring to the Natural England SoGC. However, the SoGC with the
LIG highlights significant areas of disagreement with that group, some of which dovetail with out own
concerns.

Comments on the ALDCN:



Para 1.5 – Can TKOWFL demonstrate that the consultation was sufficiently extensive and
effective, and if so how has the scheme been modified as a result of the comments received
as part thereof into account.
 Para 1.9 – As above.
 Para 1.11 states that Ardent have considerable experience. This does not concur with section
4 of the SoCG between TK & LIG. The LIG clearly have doubts about this.
 Para 2.5 – We do not agree with the information baseline, in accordance with out previous
representations.
 Para 2.27-29 – We do not agree with the information baseline, in accordance with our
previous representations.
 Para 2.33 – We have requested a further definition of the ALO from TKOWFL. This is
awaited.
 More generally the document does not address the potential impact should it be necessary,
post restoration to re-drain an entire field for instance because the drainage scheme in that
field has reached the end of its useful life. Will this be possible? The restrictions within the
draft DCO suggest not. This could have major implications where fields are severed by the
route of the cables. Nor does it address mole drainage post restoration.
Schedule 5 are at the restriction:

(c) prevent anything to be done by way of excavation of any kind or agricultural practices (including but
not limited to ploughing) exceeding 0.6 metres in depth in the Order land or any activities which increase
or decrease ground cover or soil levels in any manner whatsoever without the consent in writing of the
undertaker save as are reasonably required to be carried out by National Grid in order to exercise their
rights in relation to their apparatus within the Order land;
This restriction could prevent mole ploughing (see attached diagram by way of illustration) or deep
sub soiling cultivation, which are important measures for drainage. Such mole drainage is usually
carried out perpendicular to the runs of the under-drainage pipes to aid flows of water to be directed
to the permeable back fill, which is placed in the trench above the drainage pipe. These may
ordinarily spaced at no more than a few metres apart.
“Since many clay subsoils have hydraulic conductivities of 0.1 m/day or less, effective water
movement is mainly confined to the surface horizon. In such soils pipe drains are largely ineffective
unless the subsoil properties affecting water movement are modified by physically increasing the
number and size of cracks and fissures, by subsoiling or by moling, to form unlined channels which
convey water more easily through the soil to the pipe drainage system.” (C.A.H. Hodge et al, Soils
and their Use In Eastern England, Harpenden, 1984). According to the same publication, even in
optimum conditions mole drainage can be expected to last no more than 10 years, and in less
suitable land frequent re-moling each one to three years may be required.
The restriction would on the face of it prevent the installation of new land drainage across or along the
scheme, or indeed the renewal of existing land drainage schemes. These are normally installed below
0.6 metres and potentially substantially lower than that (frequently twice that depth). If it is not
possible to drain land across or along the route this could have major land drainage implications and
could potentially detrimentally affect large areas of high quality agricultural land, including land outside
of the Order Limits, as further explained below.
This is particularly relevant as the applicant are insistent that they will re-connect existing drainage
schemes across the rout of the cables. This being the case, the life of the restored scheme will at
best be limited to the life of the original drainage scheme in any field. At the point that re-draining of a
field is required (e.g. at the end of the life of the existing scheme of under-drainage), it will not be
possible to drain the land across the Order limits. This has potential to cause detriment to any area
served by the “upstream” system of under-drainage, which will no longer be able to be drained across

the Order limits. At best an entirely new scheme of drainage would have to be installed, if technically
possible (this would rely for instance on the levels being suitable to allow the necessary “fall” in the
drains). However, the existing scheme is likely to have been the optimal solution, and therefore an
alternative replacement could logically be assumed to be detrimental by comparison.

Once the “restored” scheme reaches the end of its life there will be a 60 metre wide section of each
effected field (i.e. all of the land within the Order Limits) which cannot be re-drained at all. A typical
spacing between neighbouring parallel drainage pipe runs would be 20 metres (this can vary
depending on soil type, ground conditions, aspect, land use, etc) therefore there would potentially be
a substantial area of each field without a functional drainage system.

In accordance with our Written Representations, the importance of land drainage is paramount. Soils
and their Use in Eastern England (reference above) gives commentary on the importance of land
drainage commenting ‘Its aims are to sustain or increase yields, improvement management flexibility,
reduce production costs and make farming more profitable.’ The land effected by the scheme is
reliant on under-drainage schemes feeding to pumped drainage systems. Without this infrastructure
the land would not be farmable for the purposes of growing arable crops, and this valuable resource,
much of it producing high value food crops, would be lost.

Furthermore the reference to “activities which increase or decrease ground cover or soil levels in any
manner whatsoever” also causes concern as for instance when growing potatoes it is normal practice
to cultivate “ridges” in the land to improve the growing conditions for the tubers. This certainly does
both increase and decrease ground cover or soil levels. Interference with this normal agricultural
practice is not acceptable. The same could be interpreted to apply to “much spreading” (the
application of farmyard manure to land) which is an important part of sustainable agriculture.
The restrictions could also prevent the installation of irrigation ring mains, i.e. subterranean water pipe
work (for the supply of water to be applied to crops) which could restrict the ability to grow high value
agricultural crops in parts of the land each side of the Order Limits.

