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Application by National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc for an Order granting Development

Consent for Richborough Connection Project

Planning Inspectorate Reference No: EN020017 Richborough Connection Project

Representation No. 14

Appendix 7 to Summary of South East Water's Oral Representations made at the Compulsory

Acquisition Hearing held on 19 and 20 October 2016

Post-Hearing Note on Acquisition of Reservoir Site and Constraints on development of the Site for a

Reservoir
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Appendix 7 to Summary of South East Water's Oral Representations made at the

Compulsory Acquisition Hearing held on 19 and 20 October 2016

Post- Hearing Note on Acquisition of Reservoir Site and Constraints on

Development of the Site for a Reservoir

Acquisition

1 South East Water (SEW) acquired the Reservoir Site (Site) in the 1970s for the purpose of

developing the Reservoir. SEW is not aware that it was acquired through the use of any powers of

compulsory purchase.

Tenancies

2 The Site is managed by Dalcour Maclaren, which was appointed as SEW's agent in 2005. The parts

of the Site which constitute agricultural land have been let on short leases of between 5 and 10

years with break clauses included to ensure that tenancies can be terminated to enable the

Reservoir to come forward.

3 Residential properties at the Site have been let under short fixed term or periodic Assured Shorthold

Tenancies to enable vacant possession to be obtained when necessary

4 No tenancies enjoy security of tenure (with the exception of one tenancy held under the Agricultural

Holdings Act 1986).

5 The woodland at the Site has been managed by the Kent Wildlife Trust under SEW's direction.

6 Estate management decisions have been taken with the future development of the Site for a

Reservoir in mind and opportunities to extract value from the Site such as the sale of any parcels,

leases and planning applications have not been pursued so as to preserve the site for Reservoir

development.

Public Highways

7 Public highways which cross the Site will need to be stopped up or diverted when the Reservoir is

brought forward. A stopping up or diversion order will be sought in the usual way under the

Highways Act 1980 or the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and SEW does not anticipate any

impediment to the relevant order being obtained.

Services

8 There is a limited number of third party rights relating to services which affect the Site, which will

need to be diverted in the usual manner. Again, SEW does not anticipate any difficulties in this

regard.

Existing Infrastructure

9 Two existing overhead lines currently cross the Site, a 132kv line and a 400kv line. The 132kv line,

owned by UK Power Networks, will need to be undergrounded when the Reservoir is brought

forward. The 400kv line, owned by National Grid, can be left in place. Paragraphs 132-133 of SEW's

Written Representations (REP2-099) set out the up-to-date position in relation to the 132kv line;

SEW does not anticipate any difficulty in securing the necessary undergrounding of the line at the

appropriate time.
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Conclusion

10 SEW does not envisage that any of the matters referred to in this note will impede construction or

operation of the Reservoir.


