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1. ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT 

1.1 Introduction 

1.1.1 This note has been produced in response to actions from the 2nd Issue Specific 
Hearing on the Construction effects including effects on agricultural practices, held 
at the Canterbury Cathedral Lodge on the 29 September 2016. 

1.1.2 This document is set out as follows: 

 Section 2 - National Grid’s responses to the Deadline 6 actions raised by 
the Examining Authority  

 Section 3 – National Grid’s further responses to Deadline 5 actions raised 
by Examining Authority 
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2. THE APPLICANT’S RESPONSE TO DEADLINE 6 ACTIONS 

 

Action 
No. 

ExA description Response 

4 Item 2.2 Provide updated 
SoCG on noise and 
vibration 

A further meeting was held with the Local Authorities on 11 
October 2016 at which construction noise and vibration was 
discussed. Following the meeting, the Councils SoCG has 
been updated and this is submitted at Deadline 6 (Doc 
8.4.6(A)).  

All matters in relation to noise and vibration have now been 
agreed with the Councils.  

5 Item 2.2 Provide updated 
Noise and Vibration 
Management Plan 
following discussions 
with Councils 

The Noise and Vibration Management Plan has been 
updated and is submitted as Doc 8.8(A) at Deadline 6. 

6 Item 2.2 Agreed position 
on 170 to 500m 
separation distances 

At the meeting held with the Local Authorities on 11 October 
at which construction noise was discussed, all matters in 
relation to noise and vibration have now been agreed with 
the Councils as shown in the SoCG (Doc 8.4.6(A)). 

In particular SoCG ID 4.7.12 of Doc 8.4.6(A) sets out the 
latest position on the agreed noise related matters. The 
Councils are no longer proposing a separate distance in 
relation to restricted working hours and the following has 
been agreed (as detailed in SoCG ID 4.7.12):  

The following subject matter was discussed and agreed: 

 The Core Working Hours as detailed in the Noise and 
Vibration Management Plan (Doc 8.8/REP2-044) and 
Requirement 7(1) of the Draft DCO (Doc 2.1(B)/ 
REP4-003) of 0700 – 1900 Monday to Friday and 
between 0800 and 1700 on Saturdays, Sundays and 
Bank Holidays were agreed. It was noted that the 
Core Working Hours does include for a 1hr start up 
and 1hr close down period i.e. these activities are 
included within the Core Working Hours (0700-1900 
and 0800-1700). This was confirmed to the Councils 
and agreement was reached on the core working 
hours.  

 Restricted Working Hours are defined in the Noise 
and Vibration Management Plan and Requirement 
7(4) and (5) of the Draft DCO. The Restricted 
Working Hours are confirmed as the specified 
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Action 
No. 

ExA description Response 

construction activity at locations identified in Table 
1.3 (Construction activities/locations subject to 
restricted working hours) of the Noise and Vibration 
Management Plan may only take place between 
0700 and 1900 Mondays to Fridays. The restricted 
working hours relates to those construction activity at 
locations as detailed in Table 1.3 of the NVMP only. 
It was discussed at the meeting and agreed that in 
relation to the Restricted Working Hours only (not the 
Core Working Hours) that National Grid would 
include for a 1hr start up and 1hr close down time 
period and that this will be confirmed in the NVMP 
and in DCO Requirement 7. This 1hr start up and 1hr 
close down time in relation to the Restricted Working 
Hours will be defined in the DCO. On the basis of this 
change the Councils confirmed agreement with the 
Restricted Working Hours.  

 Alternate weekend working – National Grid explained 
that whilst the current drafting of the DCO 
Requirement 7(2) would allow for consecutive 
weekend working in two out of any four consecutive 
weekends, National Grid has confirmed that it will 
amend Requirement 7 to ensure that this relates to 
alternate weekends and not consecutive. On that 
basis no more than 12 days of working could take 
place. This matter is now agreed between the 
parties.  

On the basis of the points of agreement between the parties 
the NVMP (Doc 8.8(A)) and DCO Requirement 7 (Doc 
2.1(C)) have now been updated and submitted at Deadline 
6.  

7 Item 2.4 Post hearing 
note on choice of 
conductor in terms of 
oversizing 

Details on the generation of audible noise by overhead line 

conductors are given in Doc 5.2/APP-030, Chapter 11: 

Noise and Vibration primarily at paragraphs 11.13.8 – 

11.13.12.  In summary, electrical stress at the conductor 

surface is the principal factor which determines the 

likelihood that conductor noise will occur. The lower the 

electrical stress at the surface of the conductor the quieter 

the overhead line is likely to be. Transmission lines are 

designed to operate quietly in dry weather conditions. 

For operation at 400 kV, conductors are grouped in 

‘bundles’ with each bundle containing 2, 3 or 4 individual 

conductors.  Electrical stress is influenced by the number of 

conductors and their precise arrangement within the bundle.  
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Action 
No. 

ExA description Response 

Electrical stress is also affected by the spacing of the 

conductor bundles which is determined by the geometry of 

the pylons that support the conductors. If the other 

operating parameters [bundle arrangement and pylon 

geometry] are the same conductors with a larger diameter 

operate at a lower electrical stress, and so are typically 

quieter, than conductors with a smaller diameter. 

Choice of overhead line conductors is principally driven by 

the required electrical rating. The conductor with the 

smallest diameter which can meet the rating is normally 

preferred, as it is the most cost effective option with the 

least visual impact. 

Larger conductors are heavier than smaller conductors.  

They also attract greater coverings of ice or snow in cold 

weather and are subject to greater external forces from the 

wind.  Hence, larger conductors require larger pylon 

structures to support them, or the distance between pylons 

may have to be reduced to compensate for the increased 

forces that would otherwise be placed them. 

For the Richborough Connection Project, the required 

electrical rating can be achieved using conductors with a 

diameter of 31.5 mm arranged in a twin bundle [2 individual 

conductors].  However, for the Richborough Connection 

Project, it is possible to use individual conductors with a 

diameter of 33.4 mm using the same bundle arrangement 

and pylon types.  The consequential increased demands on 

the pylons have resulted in a small reduction in the potential 

span lengths [taken into account in the submitted design 

drawings] and the additional material and cost required to 

manufacture the conductors. 

The larger conductors will, however, result in a small, but 

worthwhile, improvement in the operational noise 

performance of the overhead line and for this reason the 

choice has been made to design the overhead line using the 

larger conductor.  The visual assessment has been based 

on the larger conductors and, as the increase in size of the 

conductors is so small [1.9 mm] that it would not be visually 

noticeable, using a smaller conductor would not change the 

conclusions of this assessment. 
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Action 
No. 

ExA description Response 

NPS EN-5 requires applicants to have considered the use of 

the appropriately sized conductor arrangement to minimise 

potential noise and states that ‘where the applicant can 

demonstrate that appropriate mitigation measures will be 

put in place, the residual noise impacts are unlikely to be 

significant.’ 

The use of larger conductors to mitigate the level of 

operational noise has resulted in no significant residual 

noise impacts. In line with EN-5 this form and level of 

mitigation is deemed appropriate for the proposed 

development. 

 

9 Item 3.3 Include in 
PRoW plan text to give 
parish councils, land 
agents and others notice 
of footpath closures 

The PRoW Management Plan has been updated at 
paragraph 3.2.3 and is submitted at Deadline 6, Doc 
5.4.3H(B). 

 

 

10 Further CEMP changes 
on use of private 
accesses 

Following the request from the ExA for further clarity on the 
latest position regarding agreements for the use of the 
existing access tracks to bellmouths (BM) 41 and 42. 
National Grid can confirm that BM41 and the majority of the 
associated surfaced access track north of and accessed 
from the bellmouth is unregistered.  

National Grid is attempting to negotiate terms with the 
owner of the land at the northern end of the track on which 
will be located 400kV apparatus, and who owns the majority 
of the land either side of the track. Following consultation 
with this principal landowner and other parties who have a 
right of access over the track, it is generally accepted that 
this landowner has control over the use of the access track 
(including a farm gate at the southern end) and takes 
responsibility for ensuring it is maintained. 

With regards to BM42 and the associated access route 
leading from it, National Grid can confirm that it has signed 
Heads of Terms from the two landowners east and west of 
the River Stour, and the solicitors are in the process of 
finalising the agreements. 
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Action 
No. 

ExA description Response 

12 Provide ‘plan of plans’ 
and periods of 
application, to include 
CEMP, daughter 
documents, EMMS and 
AIA together with any 
other relevant 
documents and an 
explanation of any 
changes 

Please see Appendix A of this document.  

14 Item 5.2 Include 
agricultural liaison officer 
wording in the CEMP 

The CEMP has been updated at Table 3C.2.4 and is 
submitted at Deadline 6, document 5.4.3C(C). 
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3. THE APPLICANT’S FURTHER RESPONSE TO DEADLINE 5 ACTIONS 

 

Actio
n No. 

ExA description Deadline 5 Response Applicant’s Further Response 

11 Item 4.1 Provide draft 
wording to address points 
raised by NFU at their 
meetings on 8 & 22 Sept 
for agreement by 
Deadline 6 

Please see Appendix A of this document. 
(Doc 8.36/REP5-017 submitted at 
Deadline 5). 

 

Further to National Grid’s update at Deadline 5 regarding 
the request made by the NFU/Richborough Agents for the 
Heads of Terms(HoTs) to be redrafted. National Grid 
have considered the proposed amendments to the 
template documentation suggested by the NFU and 
Richborough Agent’s in their Written Representations and 
in the meetings that took place on 8th and 22nd 
September, and issued revised template HoTs and 
Option Agreement to the NFU/Agents on 19th October 
2016.  

It is important to emphasise that the amendments made 
to the templates are specific to the Richborough 
Connection Project and reflect the individual requirements  
of this project.  
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Appendix A 
 

Action 12 – ‘Plan of Plans’ 
 

 





Issue Specific Hearing on Construction effects including effects on agricultural practices, Action 12 
Provide ‘plan of plans’ and periods of application, to include CEMP, daughter documents, EMMS and AIA together with any other relevant documents and an 
explanation of any changes

Construction Stage (stages to be 
defined and agreed with LPA)

5 year maintenance period of 
the authorised development

Operational Use

Requirement 5: 
Construction Environmental Management Plan

Outline Waste Management Plan
Biodiversity Mitigation Strategy

Archaeological Mitigation Written Scheme of Investigation
Construction Traffic Management Plan
Public Right of Way Management Plan
Noise and Vibration Management Plan

Requirement 6: 
Soil and Aftercare Management Plan

Drainage Management Plan
Pollution Incident Control Plan

Lighting Scheme
Emergency Response Plan for Flood Events

Site Waste Management Plan
Tree and Hedgerow Protection Strategy

Travel Plan

Embedded Environmental Measures Schedule

Arboricultural Impact Assessment
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