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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose of this Document 

1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) is between National Grid Electricity 
Transmission Ltd (“National Grid”) and Natural England relating to the Development 
Consent Order (“DCO”) application for the Richborough Connection Project. It has 
been prepared in accordance with the guidance1 published by the Department of 
Communities and Local Government.  

1.1.2 This SoCG has been prepared to identify matters agreed and matters currently 
outstanding between National Grid and Natural England. The SoCG will evolve as 
the DCO application progresses through Examination.  

1.2 Approach to the SoCG 

1.2.1 This SoCG is structured as follows: 

 Section 1 provides an introduction to this SoCG and a description of its 
purpose; 

 Section 2 states the role of Natural England in the DCO application process 
and details consultation undertaken between National Grid and Natural 
England; 

 Section 3 sets out matters agreed between National Grid and Natural England; 

 Section 4 sets out matters where agreement is currently outstanding between 
National Grid and Natural England; 

 Appendix A includes the signing off sheet.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                           
1 Planning Act 2008: Guidance for the examination of applications for development consent. Available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/418015/examinations_guidance-
__final_for_publication.pdf  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/418015/examinations_guidance-__final_for_publication.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/418015/examinations_guidance-__final_for_publication.pdf
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2. CONSULTATION 

2.1 Role of Natural England in the DCO process 

2.1.1 Natural England is a non-departmental public body established under the Natural 
Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (‘NERC Act’). Natural England is the 
statutory adviser to Government on nature conservation in England and promotes 
the conservation of England's wildlife and natural features. Natural England’s remit 
extends to the territorial sea adjacent to England, up to the 12 nautical mile limit 
from the coastline.   

2.1.2 Natural England’s role in relation to the DCO process derives from the Planning Act 
2008 (the 2008 Act) and secondary legislation made under the 2008 Act. The roles 
and responsibilities of Natural England under the 2008 Act fall into the following 
categories: 

 Statutory consultee - as a prescribed consultee  under s.42 of the 2008 Act or 
by the Infrastructure Planning Commission (IPC) as a consultation body in 
relation to any Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) scoping consultation or 
as a nature conservation body under the Habitats Regulations in respect of the 
Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA);  

 It is the Government’s landscape advisor and the designating authority for 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs); and 

 Consenting body/authority. 

2.1.3 Natural England’s wider and principal regulatory, licensing and advisory powers 
and duties derive (inter alia) from the following key Acts, Regulations and 
international law, including: 

 The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 sets out the 
general purpose of Natural England, including its nature conservation purpose;  

 Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (Habitats Regulations) 
as amended, which includes European Protected Species (EPS), species and 
habitat protection through Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and 
protection of birds through Special Protection Areas (SPAs). Together, these 
two types of protected areas, also known as European Sites, form a Europe-
wide network which is called Natura 2000; 

 The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as amended, which includes powers to 
designate, manage and protect species and geological, physiographical and 
biological Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI); 

 Protection of Badgers Act, 1992; 

 Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009, which sets out Natural England’s 
responsibilities in relation to Coastal Access and Marine Conservation Zones; 
and 

 Ramsar Convention covering wetlands of international significance, designated 
by the Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs under the Ramsar 
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Convention 19712. All Ramsar sites in England are also SSSIs, which means 
that they have legal protection and guidelines for management and as a matter 
of government policy are subject to processes and polices as though they were 
sites of European importance. 

2.1.4 In addition, Natural England is required to take account of and act on European 
legislation by virtue of, amongst other matters, its status as the ‘appropriate nature 
conservation body’ for England. In the context of the 2008 Act, Natural England’s 
main ‘European’ derived responsibilities relate to the Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) Directive and the Habitats Directive as transposed into UK law. 

2.2 Summary of Consultation 

2.2.1 Consultation carried out by National Grid and the way in which it has informed the 
DCO application is set out in full in the Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 
6.1) submitted with the DCO application. Natural England were included in the pre-
application consultation carried out by National Grid.   

2.2.2 National Grid and Natural England continue to be in direct communication in 
respect of the DCO application and Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA).  

2.2.3 This SoCG between National Grid and Natural England is based on an extensive 
programme of consultation and discussions as summarised in Table 2.1. 

Table 2.1 Consultation between Natural England and National Grid  

Date Details 

7 August 2013 Formal Natural England response to Route Corridor Study (RCS) 
(Volume 7, Document 7.5). 

4 December 2013 Meeting between National Grid and Natural England relating to 
ecological surveys.  

23 April 2014 Meeting between National Grid and Natural England relating to 
Biodiversity (ornithology and terrestrial ecology) and landscape 
scope, to discuss progress on the project since the publication of the 
Route Corridor Study (RCS) (Volume 7, Document 7.5) and 
preliminary findings of the Connections Options Report (COR) 
(Volume 7, Document 7.7).  

Meeting relating to scope of designated sites, habitat and species 
and landscape and visual issues relevant to EIA, survey methods 
(where appropriate), scoping and assessment methods.  

Natural England deferment to the Kent AONB unit in respect of 
future Landscape and Visual matters in this meeting.  

27 April 2014 Comments sent from Natural England to National Grid relating to 
West Blean and Thornden Woods (Lynne Wood) SSSI, following 
meeting on 23 April 2014. 
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Date Details 

22 May 2014 National Grid response to Natural England comments relating to 
West Blean and Thornden Woods (Lynne Wood) SSSI. 

3 June 2014 Email from Natural England to National Grid clarifying the 2001 SPA 
review qualifying species in context with inclusion and protection of 
features originally classified for Thanet Coast and Sandwich Bay 
SPA, Stodmarsh SPA and Medway and Swale SPA. 

24 July 2014 Formal Natural England response to COR.  

25 July 2014 Meeting between National Grid and Natural England relating to 
Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR), COR and 
HRA requirements (relating to ornithology and terrestrial ecology).  

25 March 2015 Meeting between National Grid and Natural England relating to 
routeing and survey findings to date: Protected species recorded 
and their distribution, and ornithological survey results.  

31 March 2015 Formal Natural England response to Section 42 consultation. 

12 June 2015 Meeting between National Grid and Natural England relating to West 
Blean and Thornden Woods SSSI (Lynne Wood) – biodiversity and 
arboriculture. 

25 June 2015 Meeting between National Grid and Natural England relating to 
routeing in the Section D Ash Level and High Level Stewardship 
(HLS) areas and to confirm outline details for Collision Risk Model 
(CRM) and species screening. 

1 July 2015 Letter from National Grid to Natural England relating to Natural 
England’s COR response. 

2 July 2015  Letter from Natural England to National Grid relating to site visit to 
West Blean and Thornden Woods SSSI (Lynne Wood).  

15 September 
2015 

Meeting between National Grid and Natural England relating to the 
final CRM results and associated implications for assessment, use 
of diverters and any requirements for ornithological Post 
Construction Monitoring. HRA and EIA bird screening process was 
agreed and outline draft scope for the SoCG was discussed.   

2 October 2015 Email from National Grid to Natural England to issue Site specific 
Mitigation Statement for Natural England comment (West Blean and 
Thornden Woods, SSSI, Lynne Wood). 

2 November 2015 Meeting between National Grid and Natural England to further clarify 
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Date Details 

the final baseline information required, approach to assessment, and 
proposed mitigation for the geology soils and agriculture receptors. 

16 November 2015 Meeting between National Grid and Natural England to finalise any 
outstanding matters relating to the SoCG and the HRA No 
Significant Effects Report (NSER) (Volume 5, Document 5.5). 

24 November 2015 Following the draft EPS mitigation licence submission for dormouse; 
Natural England issued a ‘letter of no impediment’ outlining that 
Natural England sees no impediment to a licence being issued for 
dormouse, should the DCO be granted. 

18 December 2015 Clarification letter from NE detailing comments on NSER and 
highlighting that NE “support the conclusions that the 1% mortality 
rate will not be exceeded.  Additionally, for other (non collision risk) 
impact, we are satisfied that there will not be a likely significant 
effect on designated sites. “  

21 January 2016 Following the draft EPS mitigation licence submission for great 
crested newt; Natural England issued a ‘letter of no impediment’ 
outlining that Natural England sees no impediment to a licence 
being issued for great crested newts, should the DCO be granted. 

5 February 2016 Following the draft EPS mitigation licence submission for bats; 
Natural England requested further information primarily relating to 
additional survey work for bats prior to issuing a ‘letter of no 
impediment’. 

1 April 2016 Natural England’s relevant representation to National Grid, stating 
that it has no objections to the Richborough Connection project 
subject to the application of embedded mitigation detailed in the 
DCO application.   

21 April 2016 Final SoCG clarification meeting between National Grid and Natural 
England, including a review of the draft v4 SoCG and identification 
of any outstanding actions to be recorded and resolved. 

3, 6 and 16 June 
2016 

Call and follow up e-mail from Natural England (Sarah Holman) to 
National Grid in respect of 2016 bat surveys and the outstanding 
LoNI to resolve remaining information requests.   

28 June 2016 Natural England issue draft v5 SoCG to National Grid with their final 
amendments. 

11 October 2016 Following the issue of Rep4-028 (Natural England’s responses to 
Round 2 ExA questions) and the Issue Specific Hearing on 
biodiversity on 30.9.16. Agenda item 6 referred to updating the 
statements of common ground. Q2.2.27 was in relation to the 
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Date Details 

response from Natural England that there was an understanding that 
no water vole licence was required. This update is to include that 
premise in the SoCG.  
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3. MATTERS AGREED 

3.1 Summary of Current Position 

3.1.1 Natural England agree with the project description for the proposed development 
as set out in the Environment Statement (ES) (Volume 5, Document 5.2, Chapter 
3) and this is not discussed further. 

3.1.2 Natural England agreed to refer all Landscape and Visual matters to the Kent 
Downs AONB Unit. The AONB Unit is to liaise with Natural England's Land Use 
Planning team on these and other related matters, and Landscape and Visual is not 
discussed further in this SoCG. A separate SoCG has been prepared between 
National Grid and the Kent Downs AONB Unit. 

3.1.3 Natural England has no objection to the principle of the proposed development2.  

3.1.4 National Grid and Natural England have worked together to ensure inclusion in the 
DCO application of a number of provisions discussed with Natural England through 
consultation on the iterative design process. 

3.2 Natural England Principle Matters Agreed 

3.2.1 Natural England agrees with the following principle matters relating to the DCO 
application: 

 HRA - NSER (Volume 5, Document 5.5) - the assessment process, scope of 
assessment and detail of survey methods, results and associated analysis is 
sufficient to satisfy the needs of the HRA and that production of a NSER is 
appropriate; 

 EIA Approach and Method – that the methodology used in the PEIR and ES 
chapter for the prediction and assessment of effects on biodiversity assets, 
geology, soils and agricultural land is appropriate and sufficiently follows 
appropriate guidance;  

 Connections Options Report (COR) (Volume 7, Document 7.7) – that the 
route alignment identified in the COR is appropriate overall, in its consideration 
of the potential effects on biodiversity in relation to this project ;  

 That the choice of overhead line route over underground cabling reduces the 
associated damage and disturbance to biodiversity, and is thus appropriate; 

 The Pylon Design Options Report (PDOR) (Volume 7, Document 7.8) – that 
the selection of pylon technology in each section of the route is appropriate in 
its consideration of the potential effects of the proposed development on 
biodiversity - that the use of T- pylons would not be employed; 

 That the scope of assessment presented within the PEIR and ES is 
appropriate; 

                                                           
2 Natural England 1.4.16, Relevant Representation letter, paragraph 3.1.   
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 That the Planning Policy context for the DCO application, namely National 
Policy Statements (NPS) EN-1 (Overarching Policy Statement for Energy) and 
EN-5 (Electricity Networks Infrastructure) is appropriate; 

 Baseline descriptions within the ES and supporting technical reporting of 
relevance to Biodiversity (Volume 5, Document 5.2, Chapter 9) and Geology, 
Soils and Agriculture (Volume 5, Document 5.2, Chapter 14) are appropriate; 

 That, when considering all factors, that the selection of the final 400kV 
Overhead Line Alignment is appropriate in its response to the presence of 
biodiversity receptors within and in the vicinity of the Order Limits; and  

 Licensed mitigation, where required, for protected species is appropriate and 
follows appropriate standing advice guidance, and is to be managed via 
Natural England’s Wildlife Licensing Unit (WLU). 

3.3 Natural England Specific Matters Agreed 

3.3.1 Matters of agreement with Natural England relate primarily to the scope of the EIA 
and HRA assessment, fieldwork methodologies, embedded mitigation measures 
and effects on those receptors (biodiversity assets, geology, soils and agricultural 
land) scoped in. Natural England deferred to the AONB Unit for any detailed 
discussions on alignment and all other matters pertaining to landscape and views.  

3.3.2 The specific matters detailed in Table 3.1 have been identified through formal 
consultation on the iterative design process and consultation meetings as set out at 
Section 2.2. Matters agreed in the relevant representation issued by Natural 
England are included with Date Agreed as 1 April 2016 and cited where 
appropriate.  
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Table 3.1 Specific Matters Agreed between National Grid and Natural England 

SoCG ID Matter Agreed Position Date Agreed 

3.1 Consultation on AONB 

3.1.1 AONB: assessment Natural England agree that their remit is in relation to nationally designated 
landscapes, and as such their formal interest would be limited to potential 
effects on landscape and views (and setting of) within the AONB.  Natural 
England agree to defer to the AONB Unit for any detailed discussions on 
alignment and all other matters pertaining to landscape and views.  “Natural 
England is satisfied that the project will not impact on the special qualities of 
the Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)”.  

The Kent Downs AONB Unit SoCG, signed 6th June 2016, sets out at Table 
3.1 specific matters agreed between the AONB Unit and National Grid which 
includes that the AONB Unit agree with the specific viewpoints which have 
been addressed in the ES (3 April 2014) and the verified photomontages (13 
October 2015). National Grid agree to provide an additional photomontage 
from viewpoint B3.1 to demonstrate that there are no views from the AONB 
(27 October 2015). 

23 April 2014 

1 April 2016 

 

3.2 Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) 

3.2.1 HRA initial screening. Natural England agree that all SPA qualifying interests are screened out with 
the exception of three species, golden plover (qualifying interest for Thanet 
Coast and Sandwich Bay SPA),hen harrier and gadwall (both qualifying 
species for Stodmarsh SPA). 

25 July 2014 

1 April 2016 

3.2.2 No Significant Effects Report. Natural England agree that the NSER is appropriate for the HRA and it is 
agreed that no Likely Significant Effects would result on any International 
sites. 

16 November 2015  

 1 April 2016 
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SoCG ID Matter Agreed Position Date Agreed 

“The applicant has submitted a thorough Environmental Statement which we 
are satisfied demonstrates beyond reasonable scientific doubt that there 
would be no significant effect on the integrity of the European sites.” 

3.2.3 No Significant Effects Report. Natural England support the conclusions that the 1% mortality rate will not 
be exceeded.  Additionally, for other (non collision risk) impact, Natural 
England are satisfied that there will not be a likely significant effect on 
designated sites. 

18 December 2015 

1 April 2016 

3.2.4 Post Construction collision 
monitoring  

The assessment and associated consultation with Natural England has 
identified there was no need/requirement within this DCO project to 
undertake collision monitoring of the power lines post construction, although 
it is noted that from a national perspective the data and results gained from 
monitoring ( at any suitable site) would be beneficial for future power line 
projects. NE agreed that “this was a national strategic issue not one that 
needed resolving as a direct part of the Richborough Project within the 
DCO”. 

16 November 2015 

 

3.3 Route Corridor Study (RCS), Connection Options Report (COR) and final route alignment 

3.3.1 Northern route alignment in 
Ash Level(Biodiversity) 

Natural England agree that the northern alignment in the Ash Level 
minimises any biodiversity impacts, particularly on HLS areas and is the 
preferred alignment for Natural England. 

25 June 2015 

1 April 2016 

3.4 Survey and Assessment methods 

3.4.1 Ornithological survey Natural England agree that the scope and methods of ornithological surveys 
is appropriate.  

25 March 2015 

1 April 2016 

3.4.2 Ecological surveys  Natural England agree that the scope and methods of terrestrial ecology 25 March 2015 
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SoCG ID Matter Agreed Position Date Agreed 

baseline surveys are appropriate. 1 April 2016 

3.4.3 Assessment Methodology 
Ornithology, receptor specific 

Natural England agree that using the Scottish National Heritage draft CRM 
approach is appropriate and aids relative comparison of flight activity and 
associated potential collision areas. Natural England agree that all model 
parameters are appropriate for use for the key species. “The collision risk 

modelling for each of the bird species identifies that the collision risk without 
mitigation will be below the 1% mortality rate considered significant. Natural 
England is satisfied that this has been correctly assessed. Furthermore, we 
are satisfied that bird diverters will be used within the areas of greatest 
collision risk, such as Ash Levels and Monkton Reservoirs, to further 
minimise the risk of bird collision.” 

25 June 2015 

1 April 2016 

3.4.4 Assessment methodology: 
European Protected Species 

Natural England agree that all European Protected Species (EPS) issues are 
to be addressed through the use of standing advice notes and regulated 
through the WLU, with derogation licences obtained as required.  Letters of 
comfort or “no impediment” have been issued by the WLU in respect of 
dormice and great crested newts following submission of drafted and agreed 
license applications.  

NE’s WLU agrees that subject to continued effort by NGET to survey the 3 
high potential and 3 moderate potential trees in the area of the new visibility 
splay, that the LoNI for bats may be issued on condition that all other 
requests in relation to the FCS report dated 3 February 2016 and other 
clarifications/amendments agreed by NGET on 20 June 2016 (including 
agreed measures for re-survey) will be completed and submitted by NGET 
for the (final and formal) application.  NE agree to issue the LoNI by 12.7.16.    

23 April 2014 

24 July 2015 

16 November 2015 

21 January 2016,  

1 April 2016 

21 April 2016 

3 June 2016 

20 June 2016 

3.4.5 Geology Soils and Agriculture 
methodology 

Natural England agree that the scope and methods for baseline description 
and assessment are appropriate. In particular that: 

1. Additional baseline information on depth and texture of soil profiles 

2 November 2015 

1 April 2016 
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would be obtained during ground investigations, prior to construction. 

2. Given that <20ha of BMV agricultural land would be lost, as a 
consequence of the proposed development it was agreed that the 
permanent loss of BMV agricultural land could be scoped out of the 
EIA. 

3. An area >20ha of BMV would be temporarily disturbed for a period of 
up to 4.5 years. However the majority of this disturbance would 
result in the removal of topsoil resource, which would be stored and 
following construction the topsoil would be replaced and returned to 
an equivalent grade of agricultural land. 

4. No further information was required at this stage. 

3.5 Detailed Mitigation and Maintenance including DCO requirements 

3.5.1 Avoidance and Mitigation 
Plans (Biodiversity Mitigation 
Strategy (BMS)) 

Natural England agree that the detailed mitigation plan for West Blean and 
Thornden Woods (Lynne Wood) SSSI has been developed as per 
discussion with Natural England, which would minimise negative effects on 
the SSSI (and its component ancient woodland) during construction. Within 
this plan, the findings of the ES identify that positive effects will be achieved 
in Lynne Wood in the short, through to long term, by improving structure and 
through further planting. “Subject to work being undertaken in accordance 
with the proposed method statement (PC5 Lynne Wood) the proposals will 
not have a negative impact on West Blean and Thornden Woods SSSI.” 

Natural England agree with the specific mitigation statement which further 
minimise impacts on overwintering waders and Schedule 1 species during 
construction of the proposed development. 

Natural England agree that the mitigation plans illustrate sufficient mitigation 
to reduce the level of change and resultant effects to a non-significant level.  

16 November 2015,  

1 April 2016 

3.5.2 Management and Monitoring: 
dormouse 

Natural England agree that dormouse population monitoring would be 
undertaken for three years post construction. Terrestrial habitat created will 
be monitored for dormouse and managed for 5 years following construction. 

24 November 2016 
1 April 2016 



Richborough Connection Project - Statement of Common Ground between National Grid and Natural England 

 

   
Final 17 October 2016 
 
 

SoCG ID Matter Agreed Position Date Agreed 

(As detailed in dormice licence application)  

3.5.3 Management and Monitoring: 
great crested newts 

Natural England agree that pond and terrestrial habitat created due to the 
cumulative effects of the Richborough and Canterbury (PD) scheme will be 
managed once annually (As detailed in great crested newt  licence 
application) 

 
21  January 2016,  
1 April 2016 

3.5.4 Bird deflectors Natural England agree that installation of bird deflectors in two sections of 
the route near Monkton Reservoir and Ash Level is appropriate. 

15 September 2015 

1 April 2016 

3.5.5 Ancient Woodland and non 
licensed protected species. 

Natural England agree that standing advice in respect of ancient woodland, 
and protected species would be followed as appropriate where licensing is 
not required.  This would include for pre-verification surveys before works in 
all areas where potential for the identified protected species (identified in the 
ES (Volume 5, Document 5.2, Chapter 9) and the Biodiversity Mitigation 
Strategy (Volume 5, Document 5.4, Appendix 3E) could result in a legal 
breach and monitoring of works through delivery.   

16 November 2015 

1 April 2016 

3.5.6 Water Vole Method 
Statement. (non-licensed) 

Natural England agree that in respect of vegetation clearance in the water 
vole method statement within the Biodiversity Mitigation Strategy (Volume 5, 
Document 5.4, Appendix 3E), the wording is amended to say “during the 
licensable period”. National Grid agreed to update the document. This is a 
non-licensed method statement.  As per the response to WQ2.2.27, based 
on the surveys and mitigation details provided, it is Natural England’s 
understanding that the proposals will not result in licensable activities in 
respect of water voles.  

21 April 2016 

8 September 2016 

3.5.7 West Blean and Thornden 
Woods (Lynne Wood) SSSI  
ancient woodland 
management and 
maintenance of wayleave 

Document 7.2 Details of other Consents and Licenses lists the other 
consents that National Grid intends to obtain to allow the construction, 
operation and maintenance of the Richborough Connection Project.  
National Grid agreed to update Document 7.2 to ensure the necessary 
consent is listed, to carry out required maintenance works in areas of the 
SSSI where appropriate. This document will be updated and submitted 
during the examination.  Natural England agreed to this update in reference 

21 April 2016 
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to securing the appropriate maintenance consents.   

3.5.8 Natural England’s role in 
discharge of requirements 

Natural England requested to be named in Section 5 of Schedule 4 – 
Discharge of Requirements. National Grid agree with the comment from 
Natural England and commit to updating the draft DCO (Document 2.1) to 
include reference to Natural England in section 5 of Schedule 4. 

21 April 2016 

3.5.9 Biodiversity Mitigation 
Strategy (BMS) and 
Construction Environmental 
Management Plan (CEMP) 
content.  

Natural England agree that the content in respect of biodiversity (identified in 
the ES (Volume 5, Document 5.2, Chapter 9), the BMS (Volume 5, 
Document 5.4, Appendix 3E), the CEMP and Embedded Environmental 
Measures (Volume 5, Document 5.4, Appendix 3B) are appropriate in 
respect of biodiversity mitigation, to reduce the level of negative change and 
resultant effects to a non-significant level.   

21 April 2016 

3.5.10 DCO requirements 
Natural England “welcome the wording in the following sections of the 
Schedule 3 requirements of the DCO, 8 Mitigation Planting, 9 
Implementation of landscaping and mitigation planting, 10 Retention and 
protection of existing trees and hedges, 11 Bird Flight Diverters”.  

Natural England agree that the DCO and its requirements as drafted are 
appropriate in content, and as a means of securing the necessary embedded 
mitigation measures in respect of biodiversity as detailed in the Documents 
listed in specific matter 3.5.9.  These are secured by means of draft DCO 
Requirements 5, 6, 8, 9, 10 and 11.  

1 April 2016 

3.5.11 Broad Oak Reservoir - 
biodiversity matters  

National Grid and Natural England have discussed the interaction between 
the Richborough Connection Project and proposed reservoir by South East 
Water at Broad Oak.  

National Grid has confirmed to Natural England that it is fully aware of South 
East Water’s proposals for a new reservoir to the North West of Broad Oak 
and has been in dialogue with South East Water on how their proposals and 
the proposed Richborough Connection project interact, for a considerable 
period. National Grid prepared and submitted an appraisal as part of the 
DCO application which explored a number of options for routeing the 

28 June 2016 
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overhead line through the area where the two projects interact (Document 
5.4.2D Proposed South East Water Reservoir – Route Options Appraisal). 
This appraisal presented National Grid’s position that the two projects can 
co-exist and that South East Water’s concerns can be addressed.  

Natural England does not have any comment on the Richborough 
Connection Project in respect of the proposals by South East Water.  

3.5.12 Landscape Habitat and 
Enhancement Scheme 
(LHES).  

National Grid has prepared and submitted a Landscape and Habitat 
Enhancement Scheme (LHES). The LHES (Volume 5, Document 5.8) 
includes landscape and habitats works to further reduce the adverse residual 
effects on landscape character and views of the proposed development. 
Section 6.3 of that document pertains to biodiversity. None of the LHES 
enhancements relate to European Sites or SSSIs. These are measures 
relating to enhancements that could be undertaken as compensatory 
measures under paragraph 2.8.11 of EN-5 which states that: 

“There are some more specific measures that might be taken, and which the 
IPC could require through requirements if appropriate, as follows: 

Landscape schemes, comprising off-site tree and hedgerow planting are 
sometimes used for larger new overhead line projects to mitigate potential 
landscape and visual impacts, softening the effect of a new above ground 
line whilst providing some screening from important visual receptors. These 
can only be implemented with the agreement of the relevant landowner(s) 
and advice from the relevant statutory advisor may also be needed; and 

Screening, comprising localised planting in the immediate vicinity of 
residential properties and principal viewpoints can also help to screen or 
soften the effect reducing the visual impact from a particular receptor.” 

Natural England have agreed that they have no comments to make on this 
document. 

 

28 June 2016 
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3.5.13 Mitigation measures relating 
to Geology, Soils and 
Agriculture 

Natural England agrees that the details for mitigation would be contained in 
the Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) and would 
require good practice procedures for the handling of agricultural soils during 
construction. 

Natural England would not want drainage systems introduced into certain 
areas, for example the ash meadows and it was agreed that mitigation 
measures would be limited to the replacement of drains within fields with 
existing underdrainage systems. In addition, drainage works would be 
considered where areas of poor drainage are identified, as a consequence of 
construction, within fields that support an arable crop rotation and have no 
existing underdrainage. 

For construction access tracks, National Grid would normally remove the 
topsoil to temporary bunds, and place stone to provide a running surface, 
except in areas where the EIA requires specific design details – (with respect 
to hydrology, ecology.). Once construction complete running surface is 
removed and topsoil replaced to return to agricultural use. In discussion with 
landowners, tracks and crossing points maybe left in, but this would only be 
the case if required and by negotiation. 
 

2 November 2015 
 

3.6 Designated Geological Sites 

3.6.1 Sandwich Bay to Hackling 
Marshes SSSI, Sturry Pit 
SSSI and Chequer’s Wood 
and Old Park SSSI. 

Natural England agrees to the scoping out of effects on geological features 
at Sandwich Bay to Hackling Marshes SSSI in relation to geological interest 
based on the distance of >1km between the Order Limits and the geological 
features of interest. 
 
Natural England agrees to the scoping out of effects on geological features 
at Sturry Pit SSSI and Chequer’s Wood and Old Park SSSI based on an 
assessment of theoretical indirect affects posed by a proposed overhead line 
development between 0.5km and 1km from the Order Limits, which 
concluded that there is no potential for indirect effects on geological interest 

27/11/2015 
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features at either site. 

 

 

  



Richborough Connection Project - Statement of Common Ground between National Grid and Natural England 

 

   
Final 22 October 2016 
 
 

4. MATTERS CURRENTLY OUTSTANDING 

4.1 Summary of current position 

4.1.1 There are no outstanding principle matters relating to the DCO application between 
National Grid and Natural England. 
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