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Introduction 
 

Thanet has historically been recognised as possessing important landscapes that 
contribute significantly to its sense of place and island characteristics. 

Thanet has a distinct landscape area defined by the former limits of the island that 
was cut off from the mainland by the Wantsum Channel until it silted up around 1000 
years ago. The district has distinctive wide, simple and unrestricted views and 
dramatic chalk cliffs along parts of the coastline. 

In previous local plans, the Council has sought to protect these important 
landscapes.  The last local plan (2006) identified six Landscape Character Areas 
subject to planning policy CC2.  The protection of Thanets important landscapes is 
continued in the emerging Local Plan and this paper provides the evidence to 
support their continued protection. 

 

Previous Studies 
 
Previous planning policies relating to Thanet’s landscapes have been informed by 
various studies that have been undertaken. 

Preliminary Report of the Isle of Thanet Landscape Assessment Survey, 
Thanet District Council Planning Department February 1993 
A survey was carried out in June 1991 to support the Isle of Thanet Local Plan 
(adopted 1998).  This survey involved a desk study and a field study. 

The desk study involved using a number of sources to compile a picture of the 
historic importance and scenic value of the Thanet landscape.  The study includes 
extracts from various studies of the Thanet landscape and its history dating back to 
the 8th Century, through the 1700s, 1800s and 1900s up to 1991. 

The study concludes that the former Wantsum Channel is a landscape of 
considerable historic importance, providing substantial evidence of centuries of 
natural physical change, human habitation and management, and that those 
elements of the landscape are worthy of protection.  It also identifies long-held ideas 
about the Thanet landscape as possessing a gently undulating landscape, with few 
dominant natural features, shaped largely by arable farming combined with a 
historical lack of tree cover. Many of the texts comment on the unique openness of 
Thanets landscape. 

The field study considered an objective and subjective assessment of local 
landscapes as seen from 67 different viewpoints in and around the district.  It 
concluded that the views of the sea form a particularly important factor in Thanet’s 
landscape qualities, as the sea forms the backdrop to marshes, agricultural land, 
urban areas and other landscape areas or features.  It also provides a contrasting 
edge to the open countryside and the built environment.  This is enhanced by the 
flatness of the landscape which enables the sea to be seen from some elevated or 
particularly flat inland parts of the district. 

Kent Historic Landscape Characterisation – Croft, Munby & Ridley May 2001 
This study was carried out by Oxford Archaeological Unit, commissioned by Kent 
County Council and English Heritage, to enhance the landscape characterisation of 



Kent to assist local authorities in the production of Historic Landscape Character 
Assessments. 

The study focuses on historic landscape characterisation, recognising ways in which 
the present physical landscape reflects how people have exploited, changed and 
adapted to the physical environment through time, with respect to different social, 
economic, technological and cultural factors.  It places an emphasis on time depth 
and how different areas reflect varying patterns and rates of change.   

The study identifies 32 Historic Landscape Character Areas throughout Kent, Thanet 
being one of them, the Wantsum Channel another .It identifies two Historic 
Landscape Types – post 1801 settlements and irregular fields bounded by roads, 
tracks and paths. The study identifies the Wantsum as having a history of 
reclamation and usage stretching back to at least the 12th and 13th centuries in 
connection with the considerable ecclesiastical estates in the region. 

The Landscape Assessment of Kent – October 2004, prepared for Kent County 
Council by Jacobs Babtie 
The aim of this study was to draw together existing landscape character area 
assessments of the county and update them using judgements based on condition 
and sensitivity to promote a vision for each area.  The study was prepared to conform 
to guidance set out in PPS7 which increased the importance of landscape 
characterisation as a tool for countryside planning policy. 

The study acknowledges long views to and from the ‘island’ and its unenclosed 
landscape, its plateau and marshes.  The study finds Thanet’s sense of place to be 
very strong, with open views contributing to the high sensitivity of the landscape and 
summarises the landscape analysis of the study as follows: 

Condition:     Sensitivity: 
Pattern of elements – Coherent  Distinctiveness – Unique/rare 
Detracting Features – Some   Continuity – Historic 
Visual Unity – Coherent   Sense of Place – Strong 
Cultural integrity – Variable    Landform – Dominant 
Ecological Integrity – Weak   Extent of tree cover – Open 
Functional Integrity – Weak   Visibility – Very high  



Local Planning Policies 
 
Thanet’s landscapes have historically been protected by local planning policy.   

The Thanet Urban Local Plan, adopted in 1984, identified an Area of Local 
Landscape Importance from Stonar Hill to Pegwell Bay and a policy protecting the 
long views of Pegwell Bay and Sandwich Bay. A policy protecting the undeveloped 
coast applied to local landscape areas from Minnis Bay to Plum Pudding Island – the 
former Wantsum Channel, and from North Foreland to Palm Bay. It also included a 
criteria based policy relating to the erection of agricultural buildings which states that 
impact on the landscape should be minimised.  A policy protecting the Green 
Wedges included protection of their visual amenities and distinctive landscape 
qualities. 

The Isle of Thanet Local Plan 1998 included a policy protecting the important visual 
and environmental quality of major approaches to the Thanet towns and main 
gateways to the district.  The Plan distinguished the landscape and long views, 
designating Pegwell Bay-Sandwich Bay as a Special Landscape Area, and the 
Former Wantsum Channel as an Area of High Landscape Value, with protective 
policies for each designation.    It also included a policy protecting designated Local 
Landscape Areas at the Green Wedge Policy areas, Shottendane Valley (Margate), 
Gore End (Birchington) and Dent-de-Lion (Westgate). 

The Thanet Local Plan 2006 identifies Landscape Character Areas at Pegwell Bay, 
The Former Wantsum Channel, The Former Wantsum North Shore, The Central 
Chalk Plateau, Quex Park and the Urban Coast.   Policy CC2 affords protection to 
these designations.  The Plan describes the important qualities of these areas as 
follows: 

 

Pegwell Bay  
Pegwell Bay is an extensive area of mixed coastal habitats, including 
mudflats, saltmarsh and coastal scrub. These habitats form an open and 
relatively unspoilt landscape, with a distinctive character. The area possesses 
a sense of remoteness and wildness despite the relative proximity of 
development. Among its most important features in the area is the unique 
sweep of chalk cliffs viewed across Pegwell Bay from the south. This 
landscape creates large open skies. 

 

The Former Wantsum Channel 
This area includes all the flood plain of the River Stour, and historically 
represents the former sea channel, the Wantsum Channel, which previously 
separated the Isle of Thanet from mainland Kent and which silted up over 
several centuries. The area is characterised by a vast, flat, open landscape 
defined by the presence of an ancient field system, defined by an extensive 
ditch and dyke system, the sea walls and isolated groups of trees. These 
elements provide important visual evidence of the physical evolution of the 
Wantsum Channel and, like other marsh areas in Kent, produce huge open 
skies. 

 

 

 



The Former Wantsum North Shore 
This area largely comprises the distinctive and often quite steep hill slopes 

Leading down from the Central Chalk Plateau to the former Wantsum 
Channel. The landscape is very open with few features and the former 
shoreline is more distinct in some places than in others, with the variation in 
the contour pattern. From the upper slopes it affords extensive views across 
the whole of the former Wantsum Channel to the slopes on the opposite 
banks and in many places to the sea.  The former shoreline is more distinct in 
some places than in others, with the variation in the contour pattern. 
However, it also provides the unique setting of the former channel side 
villages of Minster, Monkton, Sarre and St Nicholas, and the smaller, 
originally farm based, settlements of Shuart, Gore Street and Potten Street. 
These elements provide important visual evidence of the growth of human 
settlement, agriculture and commerce in the area.  

The openness of this landscape provides wide and long views of the former 
Wantsum Channel area and Pegwell Bay. The area also possesses a large 
number of archaeological sites (including scheduled ancient monuments); 
numerous listed buildings (including Minster Abbey, the churches at Minster, 
Monkton and St Nicholas, and Sarre Mill); and the historical landing sites of St 
Augustine and the Saxons, Hengist and Horsa.  

 

The Central Chalk Plateau 
The central part of the District is characterised by a generally flat or gently 
undulating landscape, with extensive, unenclosed fields under intensive 
arable cultivation. This open landscape is fragmented by the location of 
largescale developments such as the airport, Manston Business Park and a 
sporadic settlement pattern to the north of the airport. The character of this 
area is also defined by the proximity of the edges of the urban areas.  

 

Quex Park 
The Park is unique within the Thanet context, comprising a formal and 
extensive wooded parkland and amenity landscape within an otherwise open 
intensively farmed landscape. It possesses a formal landscape structure and 
gardens that act as an effective setting to Quex House. The parkland is 
intensively cultivated between the tree belts, with limited grazing pasture 
remaining. Two important historic features of the Park are the Waterloo Tower 
and a round castellated brick tower to the north of the main House.  

 

The Urban Coast 
The urban areas of Thanet form an almost continuous conurbation along the 
coast between Pegwell Village and Minnis Bay. With the exception of the 
Green Wedges, this area is heavily urbanised. The coastal strip is 
characterised by the presence of traditional seaside architecture, active 
harbour areas and beaches and some extensive public open clifftop areas. 
The pattern of bays and headlands provides long sweeping views of the 
coast.  

 

 



The plan also acknowledges important features and characteristics in the local 
landscape, for example, views of the sea and coastline, habitat elements such as 
woodland and built features such as ancient monuments and listed buildings.  Policy 
CC3 protects local landscape features.  The Plan acknowledges the approach routes 
which cross the former Wantsum Channel which provide a ‘sense of arrival’ in 
Thanet, and Policy CC4 protects the important visual and environmental quality of 
the major approaches to the Thanet towns.  



Thanet’s Landscapes Today 
 
In order to gain a more up to date picture of Thanet’s Landscape Character Areas, 
site surveys were carried out, based on the 1993 study.  The views from that study 
were plotted on a proposals map and a selection of 22 viewpoints were identified as 
views which may have changed. These included potential views of Thanet Earth, the 
new housing site at Minster, views of Richborough, views which may now include 
wind farms and views of the Green Wedges. The map can be found in Appendix 3 – 
the yellow stars show the sites visited in the 2012 survey, the number on each star 
corresponds to the site number from the 1993 survey. The findings from the 1993 
study were translated into a table for comparison against current conditions.  The 
results of the survey and photographs of the views can be found in Appendix 2. 

Of the 22 views surveyed, 14 were considered not to have changed since the 1993 
survey. One view was considered to have improved as a road was less visible due to 
tree coverage. 

Two views were considered to have improved as the cooling towers at Richborough 
Power Station have been demolished so no longer form part of the landscape.  The 
report on the planning application for the demolition of the cooling towers states the 
following: 

‘The former Wantsum Channel, like other marsh areas in Kent, produce huge 
open skies, and this is what this policy [Thanet Local Plan Policy CC2] seeks 
to protect.  It is concluded that the cooling towers are not of any significant 
heritage or visual value and moreover their demolition would remove these 
alien and relatively recent features from the landscape.  As such I consider 
that overall the proposal would have a positive effect upon the historic 
landscape and the proposal supports the aims of the policy which seeks to 
protect the historic landscape’ 

Only one view was considered to be more built up as Thanet Earth is now visible.  
However, Thanet Earth is highly visible from other points in the district that were not 
part of the 1993 survey. The site is located in the designated Central Chalk Plateau 
Landscape Character Area and has a significant and detrimental impact. The 
development comprises 7 glasshouses, a research centre, a packhouse, 7 dwellings 
for site managers, 4 reservoirs, a new access road and a combined heat and power 
system.    In order to mitigate the visual impact, the applicant included landscaping to 
soften the appearance of the development.  The report on the planning application 
for Thanet Earth states: 

‘Overall, it is considered that the adverse visual impact of the proposed 
development is very significant at this prominent site, visible from main 
approach routes into Thanet.  However, in considering the proposal as a 
whole this negative impact must be balanced against the significant economic 
benefits associated with this proposed development.………subject to the 
outstanding concerns being satisfactorily addressed, given the severe 
economic conditions faced in Thanet, on balance, it is considered that the 
economic benefits associated with the proposal are significant enough to 
outweigh the negative impacts associated with the proposal’. 

This was an exceptional circumstance where development was allowed that would 
have a negative impact on a Landscape Character Area. 

The 2006 Thanet Local Plan allocated a site for residential development of 100 new 
dwellings in Minster within the Wantsum Channel North Shore landscape character 
area.  The development has been completed, and the report on the planning 



application refers to the Inspectors Report to the Thanet Local Plan as agreeing the 
principle of that development.  The Inspectors Reports states the following with 
regards to the Special Landscape Character Area: 

‘From the evidence submitted I note that most of the potential extension sites 
at Minster fall within the Wantsum Channel North Shore landscape character 
area.  Policy CC2 of the RDD applies protection from development which 
would damage the setting of the Wantsum Channel, and the long views of 
Pegwell Bay, the Wantsum Channel, the adjacent marshes and the sea.  In 
my view, the allocated site is the option with the lowest impact on these Policy 
objectives. From most vantage points it is viewed against the backdrop of the 
existing built up area of Minster.  Being largely enclosed by existing 
development and tucked away from view from the local road network it would 
have only limited impact on the longer views referred to. ‘ 

 

‘It is clear to me that strong protection is applied to safeguard the open 
qualities and separation between towns provided by the areas designated as 
Green Wedges in the Plan. However, although greenfield and not previously 
developed land, this site does not form part of any designated Green Belt or 
Green Wedge.   In my view, the site allocated under Policy H2B would have 
comparatively limited impact on the landscape setting of the Wantsum 
Channel North Shore area (Policy CC2) being less of an intrusion beyond the 
present confines of Minster than most of the other alternatives considered. 
The identified site is more enclosed by existing built development than other 
site options put forward and considered for Minster including the land to the 
north of Foxborough Lane’.  

The new housing development is visible from one view visited in the 2012 survey, 
however it is well screened and has not made a significant visual impact. 

In recent years, the Kentish Flats and Thanet offshore windfarms have been 
constructed, providing a new feature to the landscape.  They could be seen from 
three of the viewpoints visited. 

The most significant changes to Thanet’s landscapes since the 1993 survey are the 
development of Thanet Earth, the demolition of the cooling towers at Richborough, 
and views of the Kentish Flats and Thanet Coast offshore wind farms.   

The Thanet Earth development has had a detrimental impact to the landscape, but 
the economic benefits that would be brought by the proposal were considered to 
outweigh the negative visual impact.  The demolition of the cooling towers has had a 
positive impact, and the presence of the windfarms bring an additional feature to the 
landscape. 

Previous studies have identified the former Wantsum Channel, Thanet’s long views 
and unique openness, views of the sea and sense of place as important landscape 
characteristics, and these have been protected under planning policy in earlier local 
plans. 

It is considered that these have, with the exception of the anomalous development of 
Thanet Earth, not changed detrimentally and are still worthy of protection in the local 
plan. 

 
 

 
 



Appendix 1 - Landscape Character Area Assessment – Site Survey 2012 
 
Site 
No. 

Address 

D
ire

ct
io

n 
 

Description Comments from 1993 Survey Comments from 2012 Survey 

Thanet Earth 
40 Greenhill 

(Central 
Chalk 
Plateau) 

W  View across 
Agland 
towards A253 
Monkton 
Roundabout 

Landforms Presence 
Undulating – 
conspicuous 
 
Landscape elements 
Built up – evident 
Road – evident 
Arable – conspicuous 
Scrub - evident 
Village - evident 
Other buildings - evident 
Pylons – evident 
Shelterbelt – evident 
Road - evident 

 Subjective 
Scale – 5 (small-large) 
Enclosure – 5 (enclosed) 
Variety – 6 (varied) 
Harmony – 6 (balanced-
discordant)  
Movement – 6 (busy) 
Texture – 5 (managed) 
Colour –4 (muted) 
Rarity – 3 (ordinary-unusual) 
Security –4 (safe) 
Stimulus –5 (bland-interesting) 
Pleasure –6 (unpleasant-
pleasant) 
 

Approximate grid ref  
X 630843 Y 165262 
Weather conditions – light rain 
No change 

 
 

 
 
 



11 
 

Site 
No. 

Address 

D
ire

ct
io

n 
 

Description Comments from 1993 Survey Comments from 2012 Survey 

49 Seamark 
Road 
(Central chalk 
Plateau) 

NE View towards 
Birchington 
and Quex Park 

Landforms Presence 
Flat – conspicuous 
Undulating – evident 
 
Landscape elements 
Built up – evident 
Road – evident 
Arable – conspicuous 
Parkland – evident 
Farm buildings – evident 
Churches – evident 
Village – evident 
Other buildings – evident 
Pylons – evident 
Woodland – evident 
Plantation – evident 
Tree groups – evident 
Road - evident 

Subjective 
Scale – 5 (small) 
Enclosure – 6 (open) 
Variety – 4(simple) 
Harmony – 4  (balanced) 
Movement – 5 (calm) 
Texture – 6 (managed-rough) 
Colour – 5 (managed) 
Rarity – 6 (unusual-rare) 
Security –4 (safe) 
Stimulus – 6 (interesting) 
Pleasure –8 (pleasant) 

Approximate grid ref 
X 629298 Y 167551 
Weather Conditions – light rain 
No change – Thanet Earth on 
opposite side of road to selected 
view points from 1993 survey 
 

 
 
 
 

54 Margate Hill 
(Central 
Chalk 
Plateau) 

SW View towards 
Acol (St 
Nicholas 
approx 3m 
distant) 

Landforms Presence 
Rolling lowland – 
conspicuous 
 
Landscape elements 
Built up – evident 
Road – evident 
Arable – conspicuous 
Mixed wood – evident 

Subjective 
Scale – 7 (large) 
Enclosure – 6 (open) 
Variety – 6 (varied) 
Harmony 6  (balanced-
discordant) 
Movement – 6 (busy) 
Texture – 5 (managed) 
Colour – 5 (muted) 

Approximate grid ref 
X 631294 Y 167748 
Weather conditions – cloudy 
Built up – more evident as Thanet 
Earth visible 
 



Site 
No. 

Address 

D
ire

ct
io

n 
 

Description Comments from 1993 Survey Comments from 2012 Survey 

Farm buildings – evident 
Churches – 
inconspicuous 
Fences – inconspicuous 
Hedges – inconspicuous 
Pylons – evident 
Woodland – evident 
Plantation – evident 
Tree groups – evident 
Isolated trees – evident 
Hedgerow trees – 
evident 
Road - evident 

Rarity – 7 (rare) 
Security – 5 (safe-unsettling) 
Stimulus – 7 (interesting) 
Pleasure – 7 (pleasant) 

 

Minster Housing Site 
31 Boxlees Hill 

(Former 
Wantsum 
Channel) 

N View across 
marshes 
towards 
Minster 

Landforms Presence 
 Flat – conspicuous 
Undulating – Evident 
Hills – evident 
 
Landscape elements 
Built up – evident 
Arable – conspicuous 
Decid Wood – evident 
Marsh – evident 
River – evident 
Farm buildings – 
inconspicuous 

Subjective 
Scale – 5 (small) 
Enclosure – 5 (enclosed) 
Variety – 6 (varied) 
Harmony – 3  (harmonious/ 
balanced) 
Movement – 4 (calm) 
Texture – 6 (slightly busy) 
Colour – 5 (muted) 
Rarity – 4 (unusual) 
Security – 4 (safe) 
Stimulus – 7 (interesting) 
Pleasure – 8 (pleasant) 

Approximate grid ref 
X 630872 Y 163431 
Weather conditions – overcast, 
moderate rain 
Built-up – more evident now as 
new housing site visible 
 



13 
 

Site 
No. 

Address 

D
ire

ct
io

n 
 

Description Comments from 1993 Survey Comments from 2012 Survey 

Churches – Evident 
Village – evident 
Masts – inconspicuous 
Woodland – evident 
Tree groups – evident 
Hedgerow trees – 
evident 
River – evident 
Railway - inconspicuous 
 

 

Richborough 
4 Hartsdown 

Road 
(Central 
Chalk 
Plateau) 

SW  View out of 
Margate along 
Hartsdown 
Valley 

Landforms Presence 
Undulating – evident 
Broad valley – 
conspicuous 
 
Landscape elements 
Built up – inconspicuous 
Arable – evident 
Pasture – evident 
Mixed wood – evident 
Farm buildings – evident 
Other buildings – evident 
Fences – evident 
Hedges – inconspicuous 
Masts - evident 
Pylons – evident 

Subjective 
Scale – 5(small) 
Enclosure – 5 (enclosed) 
Variety – 6 (simple-varied) 
Harmony – 5 (balanced) 
Movement – 4 (calm) 
Texture – 5 (managed) 
Colour –5 (muted) 
Rarity – 5 (unusual) 
Security –5 (safe) 
Stimulus –6 (bland/interesting) 
Pleasure –6 (pleasant) 

Approximate grid ref 
X 634948 Y169868 
Weather conditions – sunny 
No change 
 

 
 



Site 
No. 

Address 

D
ire

ct
io

n 
 

Description Comments from 1993 Survey Comments from 2012 Survey 

Woodland – evident 
Tree groups – evident 

 
13 Winterstoke 

(Urban 
Coast) 

SW  View along 
coast to 
Ramsgate 
Harbour 

Landforms Presence 
Flat – evident 
Coast - conspicuous 
Landscape elements 
Built up – conspicuous 
Road – evident 
Sea – conspicuous 
Cliff – evident 
Beach – conspicuous 
Public open space – 
conspicuous 
Harbour – evident 
Other buildings – 
conspicuous 
Walls - evident 
Fences - evident 
Hedges – evident 
Banks – inconspicuous 
Tree groups – evident 

Subjective 
Scale – 7 (large) 
Enclosure – 7 (open) 
Variety – 8 (varied-complex) 
Harmony – 6  (balanced – 
discordant) 
Movement – 6 (slightly busy) 
Texture – 5 (calm) 
Colour – 6 (colourful) 
Rarity – 4(unusual) 
Security –6 (unsettling) 
Stimulus –7 (interesting) 
Pleasure –7 (pleasant) 

Approximate grid ref 
X 639259 Y165694 
Weather conditions – overcast, 
light rain 
No change 
 

 
 



15 
 

Site 
No. 

Address 

D
ire

ct
io

n 
 

Description Comments from 1993 Survey Comments from 2012 Survey 

Sea – conspicuous 
Footpath – evident 
Road - evident 

 
 

15 West Cliff 
(Pegwell Bay) 

SW  View across 
Pegwell Bay 
towards 
Sandwich Bay 

Landforms Presence 
Coast – Evident 
Estuary – Conspicuous 
 
Landscape elements 
Built up – evident 
Marsh – evident 
Sea – conspicuous 
Cliff – evident 
Beach – evident 
Other buildings – evident 
Fences – evident 
Tree groups – evident 
Isolated trees – evident 
Sea – conspicuous 
Estuary - conspicuous 

Subjective 
Scale – 8 (large-vast) 
Enclosure – 9 (exposed) 
Variety – 4 (simple) 
Harmony – 6  ( balanced/ 
discordant) 
Movement – 3 (dead-calm) 
Texture – 9 (slightly wild) 
Colour – 3 (monochrome) 
Rarity – 8 (rare-unique) 
Security – 8 (unsettling) 
Stimulus – 9 (invigorating) 
Pleasure – 8 (pleasant) 

Approximate grid ref 
X 637988 Y 164411 
Weather conditions – overcast, 
moderate rain 
Richborough Power Station no 
longer visible 
 

 

28 Woodchurch 
Farm 

S  View across 
Woodchurch 

Landforms Presence 
Undulating – 

Subjective 
Scale – 3 (intimate – small) 

Approximate grid ref 
X 633084 Y 168263 



Site 
No. 

Address 

D
ire

ct
io

n 
 

Description Comments from 1993 Survey Comments from 2012 Survey 

(Central 
Chalk 
Plateau) 

Valley towards 
Queensdown 

conspicuous 
Broad valley – evident 
 
Landscape elements 
Built up – evident 
Arable – conspicuous 
Decid Wood – Evident 
Farm buildings – evident 
Hamlet – evident 
Other buildings – evident 
Hedges – evident 
Masts – evident 
Pylons – conspicuous 
Woodland – evident 
Tree groups - evident 

Enclosure – 6 (enclosed – 
open) 
Variety – 7 (varied) 
Harmony – 8  (discordant – 
chaotic) 
Movement – 6 (slightly busy) 
Texture – 6 (rough) 
Colour –4 (muted) 
Rarity – 5 (unusual) 
Security –6 (unsettling) 
Stimulus –5 (bland – 
interesting) 
Pleasure –6 (unpleasant/ 
pleasant) 

Weather conditions – cloudy 
No change 

 

53 Crispe Road 
(Central 
Chalk 
Plateau) 

SE  View across 
Ag Land to 
Acol 

Landforms Presence 
Undulating – evident 
Rolling lowland – 
conspicuous 
 
Landscape elements 
Built up – evident 
Road – evident 
Arable – conspicuous 
Scrub – evident 
Masts – evident 
Farm buildings – evident 

Subjective 
Scale – 5 (small) 
Enclosure – 6 (open) 
Variety – 6 (varied) 
Harmony – 7 (discordant)  
Movement – 5 (calm) 
Texture – 5 (managed) 
Colour –4 (muted) 
Rarity – 4 (unusual) 
Security –4 (safe) 
Stimulus –7 (interesting) 
Pleasure –5 (unpleasant) 

Approximate grid ref 
X 629575 Y 167776 
Weather conditions – bright 
No change 

 



17 
 

Site 
No. 

Address 

D
ire

ct
io

n 
 

Description Comments from 1993 Survey Comments from 2012 Survey 

Village – conspicuous 
Fences – inconspicuous 
Hedges – inconspicuous 
Pylons – Conspicuous 
Woodland – evident 
Tree groups – evident 
Hedgerow trees – 
evident 
Road - evident 

Windfarms 
5 Neptunes 

Tower 
(Urban 
Coast) 

NW  View along 
coastline 
towards 
Cliftonville 

Landforms Presence 
Undulating – evident 
Vertical – evident 
Coast – conspicuous 
 
Landscape elements 
Built up – evident 
Sea – evident 
Cliff – evident 
Beach – conspicuous 
Public open space – 
conspicuous 
Other buildings – evident 
Walls – inconspicuous 
Fences – inconspicuous 
Hedges – inconspicuous 
Isolated trees – 

Subjective 
Scale – 7 (large) 
Enclosure – 7 (open) 
Variety – 4 (simple) 
Harmony – 5 (balanced)  
Movement – 4 (calm) 
Texture – 6 (managed-rough) 
Colour –7 (colourful) 
Rarity – 3 (ordinary-unusual) 
Security –5 (unusual) 
Stimulus –8 (interesting) 
Pleasure –8 (pleasant – 
beautiful) 

Approximate grid ref 
X 639456 Y 170982 
Weather conditions – Sunny 
No change 
 

 



Site 
No. 

Address 

D
ire

ct
io

n 
 

Description Comments from 1993 Survey Comments from 2012 Survey 

inconspicuous 
Sea – conspicuous 
Footpath – conspicuous 
Road - conspicuous 

8 Francis Road 
(Ramsgate 
Green 
Wedge) 

N View across 
agland 
towards Joss 
Bay 

Landforms Presence 
Undulating – 
inconspicuous 
Narrow valley – 
conspicuous 
 
Landscape elements 
Built up – inconspicuous 
Arable – evident 
Pasture – evident 
Decid wood – evident 
Parkland – evident 
Sea – evident 
Farm buildings – evident 
Other buildings – evident 
Fence – evident 
Hedges – inconspicuous 
Masts – inconspicuous 
Woodland – evident 
Sea – evident 
Reservoir – evident 
Cliff – evident 
Public open space – 

Subjective 
Scale – 3 (intimate-small) 
Enclosure – 4 (enclosed) 
Variety – 6 (slightly varied) 
Harmony – 5 (balanced) 
Movement – 4 (calm) 
Texture – 6 (slightly rough) 
Colour – 4 (muted) 
Rarity – 8 (rare – unique) 
Security – 5 (safe-unsettling) 
Stimulus – 8 (interesting-
invigorating) 
Pleasure – 8 (pleasant-
beautiful) 

Approximate grid ref 
X 639563 Y169147 
 
Weather conditions – cloudy 
Wind Farm – inconspicuous – 
visible on horizon 
 

 



19 
 

Site 
No. 

Address 

D
ire

ct
io

n 
 

Description Comments from 1993 Survey Comments from 2012 Survey 

evident 
11 Viking Bay 

(Urban 
Coast) 

NE View across 
Viking Bay 
towards Bleak 
House 

Landforms Presence 
Flat – evident 
Vertical – evident 
Coast – conspicuous 
 
Landscape elements 
Built up – conspicuous 
Road – inconspicuous 
Decid wood – 
inconspicuous 
Sea – conspicuous 
Cliff – evident 
Beach – evident 
Public open space – 
evident 
Harbour – conspicuous 
Churches – 
inconspicuous 
Other buildings – 
conspicuous 
Public open space – 
conspicuous 
Footpath – evident 
Road - inconspicuous 

Subjective 
Scale – 2 (intimate) 
Enclosure – 5 (enclosed) 
Variety – 6 (quite varied) 
Harmony – 5  (simple) 
Movement – 6 (quite busy) 
Texture – 5 (calm) 
Colour – 8 (colourful) 
Rarity – 3 (ordinary – unusual) 
Security – 4 (safe) 
Stimulus – 7 (interesting) 
Pleasure – 7 (pleasant) 

Approximate grid ref 
X 639764 Y167763 
Weather conditions – overcast 
Windfarm – inconspicuous – 
visible on horizon 

 

16 Nethercourt 
(Former 

S View over 
Pegwell Bay 

Landforms Presence 
Undulating – 

Subjective 
Scale – 7 (large) 

Approximate grid ref 
X 635714 Y 165103 



Site 
No. 

Address 

D
ire

ct
io

n 
 

Description Comments from 1993 Survey Comments from 2012 Survey 

Wantsum 
North Shore) 

conspicuous 
Coast – conspicuous 
Estuary – conspicuous 
 
Landscape elements 
Built up – evident 
March – conspicuous 
River – conspicuous 
Sea – conspicuous 
Beach – evident 
Harbour – inconspicuous 
Village – evident 
Isolated trees – evident 
Sea – conspicuous 
Estuary - conspicuous 

Enclosure – 7 (open) 
Variety – 5 (simple) 
Harmony –  5 (balanced) 
Movement – 5 (calm) 
Texture – 8 (rough-wild) 
Colour –5 (muted) 
Rarity – 9 (unique) 
Security –6 (unsettling) 
Stimulus –8 (interesting/ 
invigorating) 
Pleasure –8 (pleasant/ 
beautiful) 

Weather conditions – bright 
Richborough Cooling Towers no 
longer visible 

 
23 Sandwich 

Road 
(Former 
Wantsum 
North Shore) 

SE View across 
Pegwell Bay to 
Sandwich Bay 
(and 
Ramsgate) 

Landforms Presence 
Flat – conspicuous 
Vertical – evident 
Coast – conspicuous 
Estuary – evident 
 
Landscape elements 
Built up – inconspicuous 

Subjective 
Scale – 8 (large – vast) 
Enclosure – 8 (open – 
exposed) 
Variety – 5 (simple) 
Harmony –  5 (balanced) 
Movement – 4 (calm) 
Texture – 8 (rough – wild) 

Approximate grid ref 
X 633998 Y 163111 
Weather conditions – heavy rain 
No change 
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Site 
No. 

Address 

D
ire

ct
io

n 
 

Description Comments from 1993 Survey Comments from 2012 Survey 

Moor –evident 
Marsh – evident 
Sea – evident 
Cliff – evident 
Beach – evident 
Mudflat – conspicuous 
Harbour – evident 
Other buildings – evident 
Sea – conspicuous 
Estuary – evident 

Colour –5 (muted) 
Rarity – 9 (rare/ unique) 
Security – 6 (unsettling) 
Stimulus – 9 (invigorating) 
Pleasure – 9 (beautiful) 

 
41 Reculver 

(Former 
Wantsum 
North Shore) 

E View across 
Wade Marshes 
towards 
Birchington 

Landforms Presence 
Flat – conspicuous 
Coast – Conspicuous 
Estuary – evident 
Landscape elements 
Built up – inconspicuous 
Arable – conspicuous 
Scrub – inconspicuous 
Marsh - conspicuous 
Sea – conspicuous 
Beach – evident 

Subjective 
Scale – 8 (large-vast) 
Enclosure – 9 (exposed) 
Variety – 5 (simple) 
Harmony –  4 (balanced) 
Movement – 4 (calm) 
Texture – 6 (managed/rough) 
Colour –5 (muted) 
Rarity – 7 (rare) 
Security –6 (unsettling) 
Stimulus –9 (invigorating) 

Approximate grid ref 
X 622853 Y 169249 
Weather conditions – Overcast 
No change 



Site 
No. 

Address 

D
ire

ct
io

n 
 

Description Comments from 1993 Survey Comments from 2012 Survey 

Built up – inconspicuous 
Arable – conspicuous 
Scrub – inconspicuous 
Marsh – conspicuous 
Sea – conspicuous 
Beach – evident 
Farm buildings – 
inconspicuous 
Ruins – evident 
Other buildings – evident 
Fences – inconspicuous 
Banks – evident 
Pylons – evident 
Isolated trees – evident 
Hedgerow trees – 
evident 
River – inconspicuous 
Estuary – inconspicuous 

Pleasure –8 (pleasant) 

 

46 Wagtail Farm 
(Former 
Wantsum 
North Shore) 

NW View across 
Wade Marshes 
towards 
Reculver 

Landforms Presence 
Flat – conspicuous 
Undulating – evident 
Coast – inconspicuous 
 
Landscape elements 
Arable – conspicuous 
Mixed wood – evident 
Marsh – evident 

Subjective 
Scale – 7 (large) 
Enclosure – 7 (open) 
Variety – 3 (uniform – simple) 
Harmony – 5  (balanced) 
Movement – 4 (calm) 
Texture – 8 (colourful) 
Colour – 5 (managed) 
Rarity – 6 (unusual/rare) 

Approximate grid ref 
X 624912 Y167307 
Weather conditions – Bright 
Wind Farms – now evident 
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Site 
No. 

Address 

D
ire

ct
io

n 
 

Description Comments from 1993 Survey Comments from 2012 Survey 

Sea - inconspicuous 
Farm buildings – evident 
Other buildings – 
conspicuous 
Tree groups – evident 
Isolated trees – evident 
Hedgerow trees – 
evident 
Sea – inconspicuous 
Track – inconspicuous 
 

Security – 5 (safe-unsettling) 
Stimulus – 9 (invigorating) 
Pleasure – 8 (pleasant) 

 
Green Wedge 
1 Salmestone 

(Ramsgate 
Green 
Wedge) 

S View across 
uncultivated 
agland 
towards Nash 
Court 

Landforms Presence 
Flat – conspicuous 
Rolling lowland – Evident 
Plateau – evident 
Landscape elements 
Other buildings – evident 
Fences – evident 
Hedges – inconspicuous 
Banks – evident 

Subjective 
Scale – 5 (small-large) 
Enclosure – 7 (open) 
Variety – 5 (simple) 
Harmony – 5 (balanced) 
Movement – 6 (calm/busy) 
Texture – 7 (rough) 
Colour – 5 (muted slightly 
colourful) 

Approximate grid ref 
X 635438 Y 169537 
Weather conditions – sunny 
No change 
 



Site 
No. 

Address 

D
ire

ct
io

n 
 

Description Comments from 1993 Survey Comments from 2012 Survey 

Pylons – evident 
Woodland – evident 
Tree Groups – evident 
Isolated Trees – evident 
Track – evident 
Road – evident 

Rarity – 5 (unusual) 
Security – 4 (Safe) 
Stimulus – 6 (Interesting. 
Slightly bland) 
Pleasure – 7 (pleasant) 

 
6 Neptunes 

Tower 2 
(Ramsgate 
Green 
Wedge) 

S View across 
golf course 
towards North 
Foreland 
lighthouse 

Landforms Presence 
Undulating – evident 
Coast – conspicuous 
 
Landscape elements 
Other buildings – evident 
Fences – conspicuous 
Pylons – inconspicuous 
Woodland – evident 
Shelterbelt – evident 
Tree groups – evident 
Sea – evident 
Footpath – evident 
Track – inconspicuous 

Subjective 
Scale – 3 (intimate – small) 
Enclosure – 5 (enclosed, 
slightly open) 
Variety – 7 (varied) 
Harmony –  4 (balanced) 
Movement – 4 (calm) 
Texture – 7 (rough) 
Colour – 5 (muted/ colourful) 
Rarity – 7 (rare) 
Security – 6 (unsettling) 
Stimulus – 8 (interesting – 
invigorating) 
Pleasure – 8 (pleasant – 
beautiful) 

Approximate grid ref 
X 639489 Y170670 
Weather conditions – overcast 
No change 
 

 
        

10 Dane Court 
Road 
(Ramsgate 
Green 

NW View across 
Green Wedge 
towards 
Margate 

Landforms Presence 
Flat – inconspicuous 
Undulating – 
Conspicuous 

Subjective 
Scale – 6 (small heading to 
large_ 
Enclosure – 6 (enclosed to 

Approximate grid ref 
X 637325 Y 168739 
Weather conditions – bright 
No change 
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Site 
No. 

Address 

D
ire

ct
io

n 
 

Description Comments from 1993 Survey Comments from 2012 Survey 

Wedge) Plateau – evident 
 
Landscape elements 
Farm buildings – 
conspicuous 
Other buildings – 
inconspicuous 
Walls – inconspicuous 
Fences – inconspicuous 
Pylons – conspicuous 
Woodland – evident 
Tree groups – evident 
Footpath – 
inconspicuous 
Road - evident 
 

open) 
Variety – 5 (simple) 
Harmony –  6 (balanced to 
discordant) 
Movement – 7 (busy) 
Texture – 5 (managed) 
Colour – 4 (muted) 
Rarity – 3 (ordinary) 
Security – 4 (safe) 
Stimulus – 5 (bland slightly 
interesting) 
Pleasure – 6 (b/w pleasant and 
unpleasant) 

 

 

20 Newlands 
Gap 2 
(Broadstairs 
Green 
Wedge) 
(Central 
Chalk 
Plateau) 

NW View across 
Newlands Gap 
towards 
Pysons Road 
Industrial 
Estate 

Landforms Presence 
Flat – conspicuous 
Undulating – evident 
 
Landscape elements 
Farm buildings - evident 
Other buildings – 
conspicuous 
Fences – inconspicuous 
Masts – inconspicuous 
Tree groups – 

Subjective 
Scale – 6 (small end of large) 
Enclosure – 6 (open) 
Variety – 5 (simple) 
Harmony –  6 (balanced 
bordering on discordant) 
Movement – 5 (calm) 
Texture – 5 (managed) 
Colour – 6 (muted-colourful) 
Rarity – 4 (unusual) 
Security – 4 (safe) 

 Approximate grid ref 
X 637999 Y 166826 
Weather conditions – cloudy 
No change 



Site 
No. 

Address 

D
ire

ct
io

n 
 

Description Comments from 1993 Survey Comments from 2012 Survey 

inconspicuous 
Isolated trees – 
inconspicuous 
Footpath – 
inconspicuous 
Track – inconspicuous 

Stimulus –6 (unsettling) 
Pleasure –6 (pleasant) 
 

 
 

 
62 North Lodge 

(Westgate 
Green 
Wedge) 

N View across 
proposed 
Birchington 
Green Gap 

Landforms Presence 
Flat – conspicuous 
Undulating – evident 
Coast – evident 
 
Landscape elements 
Other buildings – 
conspicuous 
Hedges – evident 
Shelterbelt – evident 

Subjective 
Scale – 6 (large) 
Enclosure – 5 (enclosed) 
Variety – 6 (varied) 
Harmony –  6 (balanced-
discordent) 
Movement – 6 (busy) 
Texture – 5 (managed) 
Colour –4 (muted) 
Rarity – 3 (ordinary-unusual) 

Approximate grid ref 
X 630994 Y 168802 
Weather conditions – bright 
No change 
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Site 
No. 

Address 

D
ire

ct
io

n 
 

Description Comments from 1993 Survey Comments from 2012 Survey 

Tree groups – evident 
Hedgerow trees - evident 
 
 

Security –6 (unsettling) 
Stimulus –6 (interesting) 
Pleasure –6 (pleasant) 
 

 
 
 

64 Hundreds 
(Westgate 
Green 
Wedge) 

W View along 
Canterbury 
Road towards 
Birchington 

Landforms Presence 
Undulating – evident 
 
Landscape elements 
Other buildings – evident 
Walls – evident 
Fences – evident 
Hedges – evident 
Masts – evident 
Shelterbelt – 
conspicuous 
Hedgerow trees – 
evident 
Road – conspicuous 
 

Subjective 
Scale – 4 (small) 
Enclosure – 4 (enclosed) 
Variety – 5 (simple) 
Harmony –  8 (discordant) 
Movement – 7 (busy) 
Texture – 2 (smooth) 
Colour –4 (muted) 
Rarity – 3 (ordinary-unusual) 
Security – 8 (unsettling-
threatening) 
Stimulus –4 (bland) 
Pleasure –5 (unpleasant) 

Approximate grid ref 
X 631498 Y 169224 
Weather conditions – cloudy 
Road now evident as obscured by 
trees 



Site 
No. 

Address 

D
ire

ct
io

n 
 

Description Comments from 1993 Survey Comments from 2012 Survey 

 
 



29 
 

Appendix 2 – 2012 Site Assessment Map 
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