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Photograph from St Peter’s 
Church Tower, Sandwich
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National Grid (Richborough Connection Project) Order
Regulation 5(2)(o) of the  
Infrastructure Planning(Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009 and 
TEN-E Regulation EU347/2013



Ref No Receptor
Type Receptor  Susceptibility 

to Change Value  of view Receptor
Sensitivity Baseline View Magnitude of Effect

D3.4 Church St Peters Church, Sandwich

Listed building within a 
conservation area.

Published visitor viewpoint 
(Haven Heights) from the top 
of the church tower 
(approximate viewing height 
of 17m above ground level)

3.6km High Regional High Publicly accessible viewpoint from the top of St Peter's Church tower providing
a 360 degree view.  The view north is towards the proposed development. 
There are wide ranging and panoramic views which take in Sandwich Bay, 
large scale industrial activities at Richborough,  office buildings at Discovery 
Park/Great Stonar, distant views of Ramsgate, Minster and the former 
Manston Airport on the Thanet Ridge.   The Ash Level extends away to the 
north east with distant views towards Monkton although the settlement itself is 
barely perceptible.   The stone walls of the Richborough Roman Fort are 
partially visible in the middle distance view.  Agricultural and pastoral land 
uses are present and trees and shelterbelts are also visible elemnts.  Traffic 
moving on the A256, Sandwich by-pass, is visible but not prominent.  In the 
near view to the north, the viewer looks down onto the more intimate and small
scale streets, buildings and roofscape of Sandwich, the River Stour and boats 
moored at The Quay.  The wind turbine at Richborough is visible in the 
distance and the communication masts are visible but less prominent than the 
turbine.  The PX and PY route are just perceptible although the visibility of the 
pylons is greatly reduced due to complete backgrounding by landform and 
vegetation.  The PHA route is partially visible as it crosses to the west of 
Sandwich at a distance of approx. 1.6km.

For information: The height of the wind turbine above ground level is 45m to 
the hub and 72.5m to the top of blade.

During construction: Negligible
In the short-term at height construction activities relating to the erection of low height lattice pylons, one standard height lattice
pylon (PC60) and the dismantling of the PX pylons, would be barely perceptible in views to the north.  Views are distant and 
activities would be almost entirely backgrounded by landform.   The Thanet ridge is slightly lower towards the east, and works 
associated with the construction of PC58, PC59 and PC60  at Richborough, would be just discernible against the sky.  Lower 
level activities would not be evident as they would be obscured by foreground buildings or vegetation.    The magnitude of 
effect would be negligible due to the very small proportion of the view altered by the construction activities.

On completion: Negligible
The proposed 400kV overhead line would be introduced into the distant view beyond the PHA and PY route and would be just 
discernible in the distance;  low height lattice pylons would be almost entirely backgrounded against the Thanet ridge.   It is
likely that the very top of pylon PC58 would be just discernible, breaking the ridge line.  The tops of Pylon PC 59 and PC 60 
would also be just discernible against the sky with the upper sections breaking the horizon; the lower sections would be 
screened from view by intervening buildings.  The PX route would be removed from the distant view.  There would be a 
negligible magnitude of effect  due to the very small proportion of the view altered by the presence of a small number of taller
pylons just discernible in the distance, in a landscape already partially influenced by large scale development and industrial 
features.

After 15 years: Negligible
Lifetime effects remain the same as the operational effects.
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View from the public viewing gallery on the outside of St Peter’s Church tower (Haven Heights) in Sandwich, looking north towards the proposed development.

Visual assessment for the view from the church tower; Valued View beyond 3km, receptor ref D3.4
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View from the public viewing gallery on the outside of St Peter’s Church tower (Haven Heights) in Sandwich, looking north towards the proposed development.


