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TEN-E Regulation EU347/2013

Application Ref: EN020017

January 2016
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The Secretary of State
c/o The Planning Inspectorate
National Infrastructure Directorate
Temple Quay House
Temple Quay
Bristol BS1 6PN

Your Ref

EN020017
Our Ref

Document 1.2
Date

14 January 2016

FAO: Kathryn Dunne, Infrastructure Planning Lead
By Courier

Dear Madam,
National Grid - Richborough Connection Project - EN020017 & PCI 1.1.2
We enclose, on behalf of National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (“National Grid”), an application under section 37 of
the Planning Act 2008 (“the Act”) for an order granting development consent for the Richborough Connection Project.
Following your meetings with National Grid regarding the requirements over submission of its application we enclose, as
requested, two paper copies of the full application along with six electronic copies.
The application relates to the installation of a 400kV electricity connection. This will include a new 400kV overhead line
which is wholly in England. The line comes within s16(1) of the Planning Act 2008 (the Act) and is therefore a nationally
significant infrastructure project within section 14(1) of the Act and requires a development consent order under s.31 of
the Act. In relation to the TEN-E Regulation EU347/2013 (guidelines for trans-European energy infrastructure) the project
relates to the proposed new 400kV overhead line between Richborough and Canterbury.
We enclose a completed section 55 checklist completed by National Grid as part of its due diligence check of the
application prior to its submission to the Planning Inspectorate. We also enclose a TEN-E regulation checklist including
background information and scope, which details National Grid’s compliance with the TEN-E Regulation EU347/2013 in
so far as it relates to the permit granting process. A copy of the application form is contained in the Volume 1 folder of the
application (Document 1.3).
The documents submitted can be published on your website at the earliest opportunity. Can you please note some of the
application documents on the USB memory stick contain confidential and non-confidential versions. The confidential
versions are clearly labelled on the USB memory stick for use by the Planning Inspectorate and should not be published.
The hard copies issued to the Planning Inspectorate contain the confidential versions only.
We note the Secretary of State’s requirement under section 55 of the Act to decide whether to accept this application by
the end of the period of 28 days beginning with the day after the day on which this application is received, and
accordingly look forward to hearing from you.

Yours faithfully

Steve Self
Project Manager

Securing our energy supply for future generations.

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc
Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH
Registered in England and Wales, No 2366977

Community Relations Team
FREEPOST RICHBCONNECTION

Freephone: 0800 157 7878
E: richboroughconnection@communitycomms.co.uk
www.richboroughconnection.co.uk

Enc.
Appendix 1 – Section 55 checklist
Appendix 2 – TEN-E regulation checklist

Securing our energy supply for future generations.

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc
Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH
Registered in England and Wales, No 2366977

Appendix 1

Appendix 1 - National Grid’s Schedule of Compliance with Section 55 (Acceptance of Applications) The Planning Act 2008
Section 55 Application Checklist
1.

National Grid Comment

s55(3)(a) and s55(3)(c) It is an application for an order granting development consent

1.1 Is the development a nationally significant infrastructure
project1 (NSIP) (or does it form part of an NSIP); and does
the application state on the face of it that it is an application
for a development consent order2 (DCO) under the
Planning Act 2008 (the PA2008), or equivalent words?
Does the application specify the development to which it
relates (i.e. which category or categories in ss14-30 does
the application scheme fall)?

Yes. The Application Letter (Volume 1, Document 1.2) states
that “an application is being made under section 37 of the
Planning Act 2008 for an order granting development consent.”
The Application Form (Volume 1, Document 1.3) at section 4,
confirms: “The application relates to the installation of a 400kV
electricity connection. This will include a 400kV overhead line
which is wholly in England. The line comes within s16(1) of the
Planning Act 2008 and is therefore a nationally significant
infrastructure project within section 14(1) of the Planning Act
2008 and requires a development consent order under s.31 of
the Planning Act 2008.”

1.2 If the development does not fall within the categories in
ss14-30, has a direction been given by the Secretary of
State under s35 of the PA2008 for the development to be
treated as development for which development consent is
required?

1
2

NSIP is defined generally in s14 with the detailed thresholds for each of the specified categories being set out in ss15-30
Development consent is required for development to the extent that the development is or forms part of an NSIP (s31 of the PA2008)

1
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2.

National Grid Comment

s55(3)(e) The applicant in relation to the application made has complied with Chapter 2 of Part 5 (pre-application
procedure)

2.1 Did the applicant before carrying out the s42 consultation
either (a) request the Secretary of State to adopt a
screening opinion in respect of the development to which
the application relates, or (b) notify the Secretary of State
in writing that it proposed to provide an environmental
statement in respect of that development3?

(a) No. Given the scale and complexity of the project, National
Grid did not seek a screening opinion from the Secretary of
State as the proposed development was considered likely to
have significant environmental effects.

2.2 Have any adequacy of consultation representations4 been
received from “A”, “B”, “C” and “D” authorities; and if so do
they confirm that the applicant has complied with the duties
under s42, s47 and s48?

Upon submission of the application for development consent
PINS will invite the relevant local authorities to provide an
adequacy of consultation representation pursuant to s55(4)(b) of
the PA2008, as set out in PINS Advice note fourteen: Compiling
the consultation report (April 2012).

(b) Yes. National Grid notified the Planning Inspectorate (PINS)
in writing on 8 August 2014 that it would complete an EIA on the
project under regulation 6(1)b of The Infrastructure Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009 (the EIA
Regulations). A copy of this letter is included in Appendix 37 of
the Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2, Appendix
37).

Feedback that National Grid has received from local authorities
on the draft SOCC is set out in Chapter 8 of the Consultation
Report and responses received during statutory consultation are
set out in Chapter 10 of the Consultation Report (Volume 6,
Document 6.1).
3

Regulation 6 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009
S55(4) of the PA2008 provides that the Secretary of State must have regard to the consultation report, and any adequacy of consultation representations
received
4

2
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National Grid Comment

s42: Duty to Consult
2.3 Did the applicant consult the following about the proposed
application:
s42(1)(a) persons prescribed5?

Yes. A list of the consulted persons prescribed under Schedule
1 to the 2009 APFP Regulations (as amended) is identified in
the Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2, Appendix
20 and Appendix 21).

s42(1)(aa) the Marine Management Organisation6?

Yes. A list of the consulted persons prescribed, including the
Marine Management Organisation (MMO), is identified in an
appendix to the Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2,
Appendix 21).

s42(1)(b) each local authority within s437?

Yes. A list of the consulted local authorities is included in an
appendix to the Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2,
Appendix 19).

s42(1)(c) the Greater London Authority (if in
Greater London area)?

The proposed development does not fall within Greater London.
As a result the Greater London Authority was not consulted.

s42(1)(d) each person in one or more of s44
categories8?

Yes. National Grid consulted with each category as is identified
within the Book of Reference (Volume 3, Document 3.3). The

5

Statutory consultees set out in Schedule 1 of The Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009
In any case where the proposed development would affect, or would be likely to affect, any of the areas specified in s42(2) of the PA2008
7
Definition of “local authority” in s43(3): The “B” authority where the application land is in the authority’s area; the “A” authority where any part of the boundary
of A’s area is also a part of the boundary of B’s area; the “C” authority (upper tier) where the application land is in that authority’s area; the “D” authority where
such authority shares a boundary with a “C” authority
6

3
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list of persons in one or more of s44 categories consulted under
s42 is set out in Appendix 23 of the Consultation Report
(Volume 6, Document 6.2, Appendix 23).
Since concluding the s42 consultation, National Grid has
continued to review and improve the design of the scheme.
Following further design iterations, National Grid made some
minor amendments to the Order limits. As a result of these
amendments, one additional person with an interest in land
(PIL) has been identified that was not consulted as a PIL under
s.42 of the Planning Act.
In addition, through conducting title interrogations of the relevant
land affected by the proposals, National Grid has identified 30
PILS who have rights over the order land that were previously
not identified and therefore not consulted under s.42 of the
Planning Act.
National Grid has reviewed these additional PILS which
amounts to 31 people and can confirm that, although not
consulted under s.42, 19 of these were consulted as a member
of the public under s.47 of the Planning Act.
This information is summarised in Table 12.34 of the
Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.1).
These 31 new PILS are included in the book of reference and

8

Category 1: owner, lessee, tenant or occupier of land; Category 2: person interested in the land or has power to sell and convey the land or to release the
land; Category 3: person entitled to make a relevant claim. There is no requirement to check the accuracy of the list(s) or whether the applicant has made
diligent inquiry

4
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National Grid Comment
will therefore be served with a s56 notice following acceptance
of the application. National Grid wrote to these PILS in
December 2015 to notify them of the scheme (a copy of this
letter is contained in Appendix 40 of the Consultation Report,
Volume 6, Document 6.2). National Grid will give due
consideration to any representations they may make before and
during the course of the examination.
The following searches were undertaken in order to make
diligent inquiry to identify those persons with relevant land
interests.
1.0 General
Regular Index Map Search searches at HM Land Registry at
key stages: Checks using Companies House website /
Searches of Electoral Roll / Post Office Address Data / Local
Authority Land Charges searches (K15, K17/K18, LLC1,
Con29R and Con29O) / Commons Registration Search (to
identify common land) / Checks using Natural England website /
Searches of Statutory Undertakers Records / Highways
Authority Searches / Contact Referencing by communicating
directly with interested parties to request and confirm
information, using telephone, correspondence by letter and/or
email and by site visit and inspection / Request for information
by posting notices on site where interests in plots are unknown.
2.0 Non-Contact Referencing
Index Map Search from Land Registry Direct of all land affected
by route alignment (including access land, construction laydown land, mitigation land etc.) and identify any changes to
previous results / Public sources of information such as the
5
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National Grid Comment
Planning Portal, Natural England (Environmental Stewardship
Schemes), the Electoral Roll and the Rural Payments Agency /
Local Intelligence from ‘For Sale’ boards, Development Sites,
farm gate signage etc. / Natural England website for the
boundaries of common land. / Use of internet search engines
and websites such as Yell, Google, 192, BT, etc. / Companies
House website to ensure that the companies were still trading /
Local Authority Land Charges searches.
3.0 Contact Referencing
Letter and questionnaire to all relevant parties identified through
non-contact referencing. The questionnaire sought to clarify full
name and address details for all freehold and leasehold owners,
leases, tenants and occupiers including tenancy details,
mortgage details and information relating to any other
individuals or organisations with rights or interests in the
property. This was followed up by telephone call and visits by
agents to assist with completion of forms. Where agents or
solicitors provided evidence of their authority to act on behalf of
interested parties, then such agents or solicitors were invited to
complete and return the questionnaire form. The questionnaire
forms were cross checked against data obtained from public
sources.
Searches were undertaken of Statutory Undertakers’ records in
order to identify the location of all water, gas,
telecommunications, electricity and other apparatus and rights
to include Internal Drainage Board and Environmental Agency
data within the order limits. The location of the apparatus and
rights were crosschecked against the title information and the
interests recorded against each land parcel.

6
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National Grid Comment
Where the ownership/occupation of land could not be identified
either from enquiry on site (including neighbouring landowners),
from the returned questionnaire forms or the HM Land Registry
title information, a Notice was placed on the land requesting
interested parties to identify themselves. Such Notices were
maintained and regularly inspected on site for at least 4 weeks.
4.0 Data Compilation
All Data gathered for each Person with an Interest in Land (PIL)
is entered onto databases in individual ‘folders’. These folders
contain all correspondence, plans, records of meetings,
telephone calls with PILs, land plans (where PILs have
appointed agents, similar records have been kept) and were
updated on an ongoing basis throughout the consultation and
information gathering process.

s45: Timetable for s42 Consultation
2.4 Did the applicant notify s42 consultees of the deadline for
receipt of consultation responses; and if so was the
deadline notified by the applicant 28 days or more starting
with the day after receipt of the consultation documents?

Yes. National Grid notified s42 consultees of the deadline for
receipt of consultation responses during the statutory
consultation. This information was contained within the
notification letters sent to s42 consultees (Volume 6, Document
6.2, Appendix 6, 35, 39, and 40).
S42 consultation started on 10 February and closed on 27
March 2015, albeit late responses were received up until 12
April 2015. Details are contained in the Consultation Report
(Volume 6, Document 6.1, Chapters 8 - 12).
For the additional statutory consultation with PILs under s42,
Chapter 12 of the Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document
7
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6.1) provides information on additional consultation deadlines
set. Appendix 39 and Appendix 40 of the Consultation Report
(Volume 6, Document 6.2) evidence the letters sent to the
additional PILs with deadline of 28 days or more provided for
receipt of responses.
Yes. The duration of each stage of consultation was a minimum
of 28 days.

s46: Duty to notify Secretary of State of proposed application
2.5 Did the applicant supply information to notify the Secretary
of State of the proposed application; and if so was the
information supplied to the Secretary of State on or before
the date it was sent to the s42 consultees? Was this done
on or before commencing consultation under s42?

Yes. On the commencement of s42 consultation, National Grid
notified the Secretary of State c/o PINS of the proposed
application and supplied to them information relating to the
proposed application made available to s42 consultees. This
notification was provided by letter dated 10 February 2015 and
is contained in an appendix to the Consultation Report (Volume
6, Document 6.2, Appendix 4).

s47: Duty to consult local community
2.6 Did the applicant prepare a statement of community
consultation (SOCC) on how it intended to consult people
living in the vicinity of the land?

Yes. Chapter 8 of the Consultation Report (Volume 6,
Document 6.1) provides details on the preparation of the
statement of community consultation (SOCC). A copy of the
final SOCC is contained in an appendix to the Consultation
Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2, Appendix 1).

2.7 Were “B” and (where relevant) “C” authorities consulted
about the content of the SOCC; and if so was the deadline
for receipt of responses 28 days beginning with the day
after the day that “B” and (where applicable) “C” authorities

Yes. Chapter 8, Section 8.1, paragraph 8.1.6 of the
Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.1) provides
details on the “B” authorities (Canterbury City Council, Dover
District Council and Thanet District Council) and “C” authority
(Kent County Council) consulted in the preparation of the
8
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received the consultation documents?

National Grid Comment
SOCC.
See Appendix 1 of the Consultation Report (Volume 6,
Document 6.2) for the letters sent to relevant authorities on 5
December 2014 seeking feedback on Draft SOCC. Date for
receipt for responses was 14 January 2015.

2.8 Has the applicant had regard to any responses received
when preparing the SOCC?

Yes. Changes requested by the Local Authorities to be made
on the draft SOCC and National Grid’s response are identified
within Table 8.21 of the Consultation Report (Volume 6,
Document 6.1). Further to this, Appendix 1 of the Consultation
Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2) includes letters from
National Grid sent to the relevant local authorities on 27 January
2015 setting out how National Grid has had regard to all
comments received on the draft SOCC.

2.9 Has the SOCC been made available for inspection in a way
that is reasonably convenient for people living in the vicinity
of the land; and has a notice been published in a
newspaper circulating in the vicinity of the land which
states where and when the SOCC can be inspected?

Yes. Notice of publication of Statement of Community
Consultation in accordance with s47 of the Act is contained in
Appendix 5 of the Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document
6.2, Appendix 5). The SOCC was made available at 10
inspection copy locations as set out in the s47 notice and
detailed in Table 8.26 of the Consultation Report (Volume 6,
Document 6.1).

2.10 Does the SOCC set out whether the development is EIA
development9; and does it set out how the applicant
intends to publicise and consult on the preliminary
environmental information?

Yes. The SOCC confirms that the proposed development is EIA
development. The SOCC contains information on how National
Grid intended to publicise and consult on preliminary
environmental information. A copy of the SOCC is an appendix
to the Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2,

9

Regulation 10 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009

9
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Appendix 1).

2.11 Has the applicant carried out the consultation in
accordance with the SOCC?

Yes. Details about the community consultation can be found in
Chapter 8, Chapter 9 and Chapter 10 of the Consultation Report
(Volume 6, Document 6.1). Table 8.27 of the Consultation
Report (Volume 6, Document 6.1) outlines how the
consultation was undertaken in accordance with the SOCC.

s48: Duty to publicise the proposed application
2.12 Did the applicant publish a notice, as required by Regulation 4(2) of The Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed
Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009 (the APFP Regulations):
(a) for at least two successive weeks in one or more local
newspapers circulating in the vicinity in which the
proposed development would be situated;

Yes. National Grid published its notice for two consecutive
weeks from 20 January 2015 to 6 February 2015 in six
newspapers including four local newspapers circulating in the
vicinity of the proposed development. Chapter 8, Section 8.4 of
the Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.1) confirms
the newspapers and dates in which the notice was published:
Canterbury Times (Wednesday 28 January 2015 & Wednesday
4 February 2015); Kentish Gazette (Thursday 29 January 2015
& Thursday 5 February 2015); East Kent Mercury (Thursday 29
January 2015 & Thursday 5 February 2015); and Isle of Thanet
Gazette (Friday 30 January 2015 & Friday 6 February 2015).
Copies of the notices are provided in an appendix to the
Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2, Appendix 7).

(b) once in a national newspaper;

Yes. National Grid published its notice in The Times on
Wednesday 28 January 2015. Chapter 8 of the Consultation
Report (Volume 6, Document 6.1) confirms that the notice was
published.
10

Section 55 Application Checklist

National Grid Comment
A copy of the notice is provided in an appendix to the
Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2, Appendix 7).

(c) once in the London Gazette and, if land in Scotland is
affected, the Edinburgh Gazette; and

Yes. National Grid published its notice in The London Gazette
on Wednesday 28 January 2015. Chapter 8 of the Consultation
Report (Volume 6, Document 6.1) confirms that the notice was
published. A copy of the notice is provided in an appendix to
the Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2, Appendix
7).
No land in Scotland is affected by the proposed development.
The project does not include ‘offshore development’ for the
purposes of Regulation 4(2)(d) of the 2009 APFP Regulations
(as amended). As a result, it was not necessary to publish a
notice in Lloyds List and/or in an appropriate fishing trade
journal.

(d) where the proposed application relates to offshore
development –
(i)

once in Lloyds List; and

(ii)

once in an appropriate fishing trade journal?

2.13 Did the notice include, as required by Regulation 4(3) of APFP Regulations:
(a) the name and address of the applicant;

Yes. A copy of the notice is presented in an appendix of the
Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2, Appendix 7).

(b) a statement that the applicant intends to make an
application for development consent to the Secretary of
State;

Yes. A copy of the notice is presented in an appendix to the
Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2, Appendix 7).

(c) a statement as to whether the application is EIA
development;

Yes. A copy of the notice presented in an appendix to the
Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2, Appendix 7).

(d) a summary of the main proposals, specifying the location

Yes. A copy of the notice is presented in an appendix to the
11
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or route of the proposed development;

National Grid Comment
Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2 Appendix 7).

(e) a statement that the documents, plans and maps showing
the nature and location of the proposed development are
available for inspection free of charge at the places
(including at least one address in the vicinity of the
proposed development) and times set out in the notice;

Yes. A copy of the notice presented in an appendix to the
Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2, Appendix 7).

(f) the latest date on which those documents, plans and
maps will be available for inspection (being a date not
earlier than the deadline in sub-paragraph (i));

Yes. A copy of the notice is presented in an appendix to the
Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2, Appendix 7).

(g) whether a charge will be made for copies of any of the
documents, plans or maps and the amount of any charge;

Yes. A copy of the notice is presented in an appendix to the
Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2, Appendix 7).

(h) details of how to respond to the publicity; and

Yes. A copy of the notice is presented in an appendix to the
Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2, Appendix 7).

(i) a deadline for receipt of those responses by the applicant,
being not less than 28 days following the date when the
notice is last published?

Yes. A copy of the notice is presented in an appendix to the
Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2, Appendix 7).

2.14 Has a copy of the s48 notice been sent to the EIA
consultation bodies and to any person notified to the
applicant in accordance with Regulation 9(1)(c) of The
Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2009 (the EIA Regulations)10?

10

Yes. The s48 notice was included with the letter (see Appendix
6 of the Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2,
Appendix 6)) issued to prescribed consultees under s42 of the
Act and the prescribed consultation bodies / persons listed on
Regulation 9(1)(b) of the EIA Regulations (as amended) which
PINS notified National Grid on 12 September 2014. The letter
concluded that the Secretary of State has not identified any

Regulation 11 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009

12
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persons under Regulation 9(1)(c) of the EIA Regulations, who
may be affected by the proposed development.
A copy of the letter sent to prescribed consultees on 10
February 2015 is provided in an appendix to the Consultation
Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2, Appendix 6). The list of the
consultation bodies/persons notified is set out in Appendix 19,
Appendix 20 and Appendix 21 of the Consultation Report
(Volume 6, Document 6.2).

s49: Duty to take account of responses to consultation and publicity
2.15 Has the applicant had regard to any relevant responses to
the s42, s47 and s48 consultation?

Yes. National Grid has had regard to all relevant responses to
the s42, s47 and s48 consultation. Chapters 10-12 of the
Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.1) provide detail
of consultation responses received for the statutory s42, s47
and s48 consultation and how National Grid has taken the
responses into account.

Guidance about pre-application procedure
2.16 To what extent has the applicant had regard to DCLG
guidance ‘The Planning Act 2008: Guidance on the preapplication process’11?

11

In undertaking the pre-application consultation, National Grid
had regard to DCLG Guidance on the pre-application process
(January 2013). The regard National Grid has taken to relevant
DCLG and PINS guidance is detailed in Table 5.6 and Table 5.7
within the Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.1).

The Secretary of State must have regard to the extent to which the applicant has had regard to guidance issued under s50

13
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s55(3)(f) and s55(5A) The application (including accompaniments) achieves a satisfactory standard having regard to
the extent to which it complies with section 37(3) (form and contents of application) and with any standards set
under section 37(5) and follows any applicable guidance under section 37(4)

3.1 Is it made in the prescribed form as set out in Schedule 2
of the APFP Regulations, and does it include:



Yes. The application form is made out in the prescribed form as
set out in Schedule 2 of the APFP Regulations, Application
Form (Volume 1, Document 1.3).

a brief statement which explains why it falls within the
remit of the Secretary of State; and

A brief statement is provided in Section 4 of the application form
confirming that the application relates to the installation of a
400kV electricity connection. This will include a 400kV
overhead line which is wholly in England, and the line comes
within s16(1) of the PA 2008, making it an NSIP for the
purposes of s14(1) of the PA 2008 and requires a development
consent order under s.31 of the PA 2008 (Volume 1, Document
1.3).

a brief statement that clearly identifies the location of
the application site, or the route if it is a linear
scheme?

Section 6 on the application form confirms the location of the
project in England, lists the administrative districts it runs
through and discloses the starting and terminating points of this
linear scheme (Volume 1, Document 1.3).
3.2

Is it accompanied by a consultation report?

Yes. The application is accompanied by a Consultation Report
(Volume 6, Document. 6.1) and Appendices (Volume 6,
Document 6.2).

3.3 Is it accompanied by the documents and information set out in APFP Regulation 5(2) and listed below:
(a) where applicable, the environmental statement required
under the EIA Regulations and any scoping or screening
opinions or directions;

Yes. The Environmental Statement (ES) documents are within
Volume 5 (Environmental Information) of the DCO application.
The ES consists of:
14
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 ES Non-Technical Summary (Volume 5, Document 5.1)
 ES Main Report (Volume 5, Document 5.2)
 ES Figures (Volume 5, Document 5.3)
 ES Appendices (Volume 5, Document 5.4)
A Scoping Report was issued to PINS on 8 August 2014. A
Scoping Opinion is included in Appendix 1A of the ES (Volume
5, Document 5.4.1A) was provided to National Grid on 18
September 2014.

(b) the draft proposed order;

Yes. The Draft Development Consent Order is included in the
application (Volume 2, Document 2.1).

(c) an explanatory memorandum explaining the purpose and
effect of provisions in the draft order;

Yes. The Explanatory Memorandum is included in the
application (Volume 2, Document 2.2). The document explains
the purpose and effect of provisions in the draft order.

(d) where applicable, a book of reference (where the
application involves any compulsory acquisition);

Yes. A Book of Reference (BoR) is provided in the application
(Volume 3, Document 3.3).
Land Plans relating to the BoR are included in the application
(Volume 4, Document 4.3).
To Note: Contained within the Book of Reference are plot
numbers. The plot numbers with a letter after the number, for
example 284A and 284B, are standalone plots and are not
associated with one another i.e. each plot is a standalone plot in
its own right.

(e) a copy of any flood risk assessment;

Yes. A copy of the Flood Risk Assessment is contained within
Appendix 13A of the ES (Volume 5, Document 5.4.13A).

(f) a statement whether the proposal engages one or more

Yes. A Statement of Statutory Nuisance is provided in the
15
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of the matters set out in section 79(1) of the
Environmental Protection Act 1990 (statutory nuisances)
and if so how the applicant proposes to mitigate or limit
them;

12
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application (Volume 5, Document 5.6).

(g) any report identifying any European site(s) to which
regulation 48 of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.)
Regulations 199412 applies; or any Ramsar site(s), which
may be affected by the proposed development, together
with sufficient information that will enable the Secretary of
State to make an appropriate assessment of the
implications for the site if required by regulation 48(1);

Yes. The No Significant Effects Report (Habitat Regulations
Assessment Screening) is provided in the application (Volume
5, Document 5.5).

(h) a statement of reasons and a funding statement (where
the application involves any compulsory acquisition);

Yes. A Statement of Reasons (Volume 3, Document 3.1) and
Funding Statement (Volume 3, Document 3.2) are provided in
the application.

(i) a land plan identifying:-

Yes.

Furthermore, information is included in Chapter 9 of the ES
(Volume 5, Document 5.2) and supporting Figures (Volume 5,
Document 5.3.9).

(i) the land required for, or affected by, the proposed
development;

(i) This information is contained in the Land Affected Plans
(Volume 4, Document 4.2).

(ii) where applicable, any land over which it is proposed
to exercise powers of compulsory acquisition or any
rights to use land;

(ii) This information is contained in the Land Plans (Volume 4,
Document 4.3).

(iii) any land in relation to which it is proposed to
extinguish easements, servitudes and other private
rights; and

(iii) This information is contained in the Extinguishment of
Easements, Servitudes and Other Private Rights Plans (Volume
4, Document 4.4).

Now Regulation 61 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 SI2010/490

16
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(iv) This information is contained in the Special Category Land
Plans and Crown Land Plans (Volume 4, Document 4.5).

(j) a works plan showing, in relation to existing features:-

Yes.

(i) the proposed location or (for a linear scheme) the
proposed route and alignment of the development
and works; and

(i) This information is shown on the Works Plans (Volume 4,
Document 4.6).

(ii) the limits within which the development and works
may be carried out and any limits of deviation
provided for in the draft order;

(ii) The limits within which the development and works may be
carried out and the limits of deviation are shown on the Works
Plans (Volume 4, Document 4.6). These are defined within
Article 5 and Schedule 1 of the draft DCO (Volume 2,
Document 2.1).

(k) where applicable, a plan identifying any new or altered
means of access, stopping up of streets or roads or any
diversions, extinguishments or creation of rights of way or
public rights of navigation;

Yes. This information is provided on the Access and Rights of
Way and Public Rights of Navigation Plans (Volume 4,
Document 4.7) and Traffic Regulation Order Plans (Volume 4,
Document 4.8).

(l) where applicable, a plan with accompanying information
identifying:-

Yes.
(i) This information is provided on the Environmental Features –
Statutory or Non-Statutory Sites or Features of Nature
Conservation Plans (Volume 4, Document 4.9). Further
information on statutory/non-statutory site or features of nature
conservation e.g. sites of geological/landscape importance is
contained within Chapters 9 and 14 of the ES (Volume 5,
Document 5.2) and supporting Figures (Volume 5, Document
5.3.6, 5.3.9 and 5.3.14).

(i) any statutory/non-statutory sites or features of
nature conservation e.g. sites of geological/
landscape importance;
(ii) habitats of protected species, important habitats or
other diversity features; and
(iii) water bodies in a river basin management plan,
together with an assessment of any effects on
such sites, features, habitats or bodies likely to be

(ii) This information is provided on the Habitats of Protected
17
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caused by the proposed development;

National Grid Comment
Species, Important Habitats or Other Diversity Features and
Waterbodies in a River Basin Management Plan - Plans
(Volume 4, Document 4.10) and CONFIDENTIAL Habitats of
Protected Species: Location of Badger Setts Plans (Volume 4,
Document 4.11). Further information on habitats of protected
species, important habitats or other diversity features is
contained in Chapter 9 of the ES (Volume 5, Document 5.2),
supporting Figures (Volume 5, Document 5.3.9) and
Appendices (Volume 5, Document 5.4.9A-Q).
(iii) This information is provided on the Habitats of Protected
Species, Important Habitats or Other Diversity Features and
Waterbodies in a River Basin Management Plan - Plans
(Volume 4, Document 4.10). Further information on water
bodies in a river basin management plan, together with an
assessment of any effects on such sites, features, habitats or
bodies likely to be caused by the proposed development, is
contained within Chapter 13 of the ES (Volume 5, Document
5.2) and its supporting Figures (Volume 5, Document 5.3.13)
and Appendices (Volume 5, Document 5.4.13A and 5.4.13B).

(m) where applicable, a plan with accompanying information
identifying any statutory/non-statutory sites or features of
the historic environment, (e.g. scheduled monuments,
World Heritage sites, listed buildings, archaeological sites
and registered battlefields) together with an assessment
of any effects on such sites, features or structures likely to
be caused by the proposed development;

Yes. This information is provided on the Heritage Designations
Plans (Volume 4, Document 4.12).

(n) where applicable, a plan with any accompanying

Yes. This information is contained in the Special Category Land
18

The assessment of any effects on the statutory/non-statutory
sites or features of the historic environment is in Chapter 8 of
the main ES document (Volume 5, Document 5.2) including the
supporting Figures (Volume 5, Document 5.3.8) and
Appendices (Volume 5, Document 5.4.8).

Section 55 Application Checklist
information identifying any Crown land;

National Grid Comment
Plans and Crown Land Plans (Volume 4, Document 4.5).

(o) any other plans, drawings and sections necessary to
describe the development consent proposal showing
details of design, external appearance, and the preferred
layout of buildings/structures, drainage, surface water
management, means of vehicular and pedestrian access,
any car parking and landscaping;

Yes. Plans submitted under Regulation (o) of the APFP
Regulations are listed below.

(p) any of the documents prescribed by Regulation 6 of the
APFP Regulations13;

N/A. The project does not fall within any of the categories of
development laid out in Regulation 6 of the APFP Regulations.
This is confirmed in section 22 on the Application Form (Volume
1, Document 1.3).

(q) any other documents considered necessary to support
the application; and

Yes. Documents submitted under Regulation (q) of the APFP
Regulations are listed below.











13

Design Drawings (Volume 4, Document 4.14).
Typical Construction Details (Volume 4, Document 4.15).
Traffic Regulation Order Plans (Volume 4, Document 4.8).
Trees and Hedgerows to be Removed or Managed Plans
(Volume 4, Document 4.13).

Navigation Document - to facilitate understanding of the
application documentation (Volume 1, Document 1.1).
Application Letter (including s55 checklist and TEN-E
Regulation Checklist (Volume 1, Document 1.2).
Application Form (Volume 1, Document 1.3).
Guide to the Application – a guide to the application including
which document version is the most up to date (Volume 1,

These are documents which are relevant to specific types of project (generating stations, highway related development, railways, harbour facilities,
pipelines, hazardous waste facilities, dam or reservoirs). Confirm in each case the type of project and the relevant documents which must be included with the
application in each case
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National Grid Comment
Document 1.4).
 Glossary – for the application (Volume 1, Document 1.5).
 Transport Assessment – setting out the traffic impacts of the
proposed development – contained as an appendix to the ES
(Volume 5, Document 5.4.10A).
 Electric and Magnetic Fields Report (Volume 5, Document
5.7).
 Landscape and Habitat Enhancement Scheme (Volume 5,
Document 5.8).
 Planning Statement - explaining how the installation of the
electric line complies with national and local planning policy
(Volume 7, Document 7.1).
 Details of other Consents and Licences (Volume 7,
Document 7.2).
 Need Case for the proposed development (Volume 7,
Document 7.3).
 Strategic Options Report (Volume 7, Document 7.4).
 Route Corridor Study (Volume 7, Document 7.5).
 Preferred Connection Option and Route Corridor Report
(Volume 7, Document 7.6).
 Connections Options Report (Volume 7, Document 7.7).
 Pylon Design Options Report (Volume 7, Document 7.8).

(r) if requested by the Secretary of State, three paper copies
of the application form and other supporting documents
and plans.

Through discussions with the Infrastructure Planning Lead it was
agreed in writing (confirmed in writing in the notes of the
meeting on 27th August 2015) that only two paper copies of the
documents would be provided and a third copy made available
to the Examining Authority if required.

3.4 Are the plans, drawings or sections submitted A0 size or
smaller, drawn to an identified scale (not smaller than

All plans or drawings have been submitted at A1 size or smaller
and all plans show the direction of north.
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1:2500) and, in the case of plans, show the direction of
north14?

National Grid Comment
The plans within Volume 4 are produced at a scale not smaller
than 1:2500.

NB - It is not intended that information provided in other
documents, such as any Environmental Statement
submitted, should be duplicated. It is possible therefore to
cross refer to the location of relevant information – see
DCLG Guidance on application forms paragraphs 33 – 38.

To Note: Plans A and B of the Access and Rights of Way and
Public Rights of Navigation Plans (Volume 4, Document 4.7)
show diversions that go outside of the standard suite of 18 plans
(as shown on the key plans) are produced at a scale of 1:25000.
The approach to these plans was agreed with the Infrastructure
Planning Lead (confirmed in writing in the notes of the meeting
on 27th August 2015) to be treated under Regulation 5(4)(4B) of
the APFP Regulations (as amended).

3.5 Where a plan comprises three or more separate sheets
has a key plan been provided showing the relationship
between the different sheets15?

Yes. A Key Plan is used on plans contained in Volume 4
(Volume 4, Document 4.2 – 4.13).

3.6 Has the applicant had regard to DCLG guidance ‘Planning
Act 2008: Application form guidance’, and has this regard
lead to the application being prepared to a standard that
the Secretary of State considers satisfactory?

N/A.

The Infrastructure Planning (Fees) Regulations 2010 (SI106)
Fees to accompany an application
Was the fee paid at the same time that the application was
made16?

14
15

Yes. To Note: Payment was made on 11 January 2016 including
reference EN020017 Richborough.

Regulation 5(3) of The Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009
Regulation 5(4) of The Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009

21

16

The Secretary of State must charge the applicant a fee in respect of the decision by the Secretary of State under section 55. If the applicant fails to pay the
fee, the Secretary of State need not consider the application until payment is received by the Secretary of State. The fee payable is presently £4,500 and
must be paid at the same time that the application is made
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Appendix 2 - Richborough Connection Project - TEN-E Regulation Checklist
Background Information
The Richborough Connection Project (PCI 1.1.2) is a project to join the Nemo Link® (an electricity link between Belgium and the
UK) of approximately 1,000 mega watts (or 1 giga watt) to National Grid’s high voltage National Electricity Transmission System
(NETS). To make this connection, National Grid is promoting a new high voltage (400,000 volt or 400 kilovolt [kV]) electricity
connection between Richborough and Canterbury North substations in Kent.
The Richborough Connection Project is a Project of Common Interest (PCI) by virtue of its inclusion on the first Union List of
Projects of Common Interest (Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 1391/2013) as “1.1.2. Internal line between the vicinity
of Richborough and Canterbury (UK)”. It is included as part of the Cluster 1.1 - “Cluster Belgium – United Kingdom” as it is
necessary to connect the proposed Nemo Link between the UK and Belgium to the NETS.
PCI 1.1.2 only relates to the proposed new connection between Richborough and Canterbury (referred to as the Richborough
Connection project).
Whilst a new 400kV substation at Richborough (known as Richborough 400kV substation) is required, as noted in the technology
description of the PCI, the substation has formed part of the Nemo Link project (PCI 1.1.1) and has already been consented as
part of the Nemo Link project. The planning application was submitted by Nemo Link on 10 September 2013 and permission was
granted by Thanet and Dover District Councils on 19 December 2013 for the Nemo Link convertor station and National Grid
substation (outline planning consent) at the former Richborough Power Station site and for the Nemo Link cable works (full
planning consent). The new 400kV substation at Richborough does not form part of the PCI 1.1.2 which constitutes the
Richborough Connection Project (‘Internal line between the vicinity of Richborough and Canterbury’).
‘The Manual of Procedures: The Permitting process for Projects of Common Interest in the UK’ (May 2014) published by the
Department for Energy and Climate Change section 8 sets out the transitional provisions in the UK with respect to Article 19 of
the TEN-E regulation. Article 19 sets out that for PCI in the permit granting process for which a project promoter has submitted
an application file before 16 November 2013, the provisions of Chapter III (permit granting and public participation) shall not
apply. As set out in the Manual of Procedures an exemption applies to the following UK PCI’s on the first Union List only, those
1
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of relevance to cluster 1.1 include PCI 1.1.1 (interconnection between Zeebrugge (BE) and the vicinity of Richborough (UK))
(known as Nemo Link) and PCI 1.1.3 (internal line between Dungeness to Sellindge and Sellindge to Canterbury (UK)). The
Richborough 400kV Substation formed part of the consent approved for the Nemo Link as detailed above.
The inclusion of the substation element of works at Richborough as part of the Nemo Link planning consent was confirmed in the
progress report (detailed in the format prescribed) relating to PCI 1.1.2 submitted to ACER (agency for the cooperation of energy
regulators) in the ‘Monitoring of Projects of Common Interest (PCI) – Electricity Transmission Questionnaire’ on 27 March 2015
(see Annex A of this checklist).
Scope
This checklist sets out National Grid’s obligations under the TEN-E Regulation EU 347/2013 which are relevant to the
Richborough Connection Project. As such, requirements which apply to transboundary projects/other member state
requirements that are not applicable to this project are not included. The checklist below is set out in chronological order (where
possible) and references the relevant Articles and Annexes of the TEN-E Regulation applicable to National Grid.
Definitions
DECC Manual

DECC (May 2014) ‘The TEN-E Regulation EU 347/2013: Manual of Procedures: The Permitting process
for Projects of Common Interest in the UK’.

NCA

The National Competent Authority. In England, this is the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate
Change. However, for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects, tasks relating to the facilitation and coordination of the permit granting process have been delegated to PINS.

PCI

Project of Common Interest. A Project of Common Interest is defined by the DECC Manual as, “a project
necessary to implement the energy infrastructure priority corridors and areas set out in Annex I of the
TEN-E Regulation and which is part of the Union list of projects of common interest referred to in Article 3
of the TEN-E Regulation.”
2
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PINS

Planning Inspectorate.

TEN-E Regulation

Regulation (EU) No 347/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 April 2013 on
guidelines for trans-European energy infrastructure and repealing Decision No 1364/2006/EC and
amending Regulations (EC) No 713/2009, (EC) No 714/2009 and (EC) No 715/2009.

3
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Pre-Application
Action

Comment

1

Developers must draw up an ‘Implementation Plan’ Please see Annex B of this checklist. The Implementation
for the PCI.
Plan, in the prescribed format, was submitted to the European
Commission on the 31 January 2014.
(Article 5(1))
A copy of the Implementation Plan was submitted by email to
PINS on 11 February 2015.

2

For the purpose of establishing the start of the permit
granting process, the project promoters shall notify
the project to the NCA of the Member States
concerned in written form, and shall include a
reasonably detailed outline of the project.

Please see the letter from National Grid to PINS dated 1
December 2014, ‘Pre-application Notification under Article 10
(1) (a) of the TEN-E Regulation’ (the “Notification Letter”).
A copy of the Notification Letter can be found in an Appendix
to the Consultation Report (Appendix 8, Volume 6,
Document 6.2).

(Article 10(1)(a))

The Notification Letter included a detailed outline of the
project.
National Grid received acknowledgement from PINS on 6
January 2015 of the pre-application notification under Article
10(1)(a) this confirms that, “the Planning Inspectorate has
reviewed the notification and considers that the project is
sufficiently mature to be able to submit an application for the
consents required within two years, therefore the notification is
formally acknowledged and the project is accepted into the
5
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permit granting process”.
A copy of the letter from PINS to National Grid dated 6
January 2015 can be found in an Appendix to the Consultation
Report (Appendix 10, Volume 6, Document 6.2).
3

Upon the acknowledgement of the notification
pursuant to paragraph 1(a), the NCA shall identify, in
close cooperation with the other authorities
concerned, and where appropriate on the basis of a
proposal by the project promoter, the scope of
material and level of detail of information to be
submitted by the project promoter, as part of the
application file, to apply for the comprehensive
decision. The checklist referred to in Annex VI(1)(e)
shall serve as a basis for this identification.

Please see the letter from PINS to National Grid dated 1 April
2015 which includes the scope of material and level of detail
of information to be submitted by the project promoter. A copy
of the letter can be found in an Appendix to the Consultation
Report (Appendix 16, Volume 6, Document 6.2).
This was developed collaboratively with National Grid. Copies
of relevant consultation correspondence between PINS and
National Grid can be found in Appendices to the Consultation
Report (Appendices 14 & 15, Volume 6, Document 6.2).

(Article 10(4)(a))
4

The NCA shall draw up, in close cooperation with the
project promoter and other authorities concerned
and taking into account the results of the activities
carried out under point (a), a detailed schedule for
the permit granting process in line with the
guidelines set out in Annex VI(2).

Please see the letter from PINS to National Grid dated 1 April
2015 which includes the detailed schedule for the permit
granting process. This was developed collaboratively with
National Grid.
A copy of the letter can be found in an Appendix to the
Consultation Report (Appendix 16, Volume 6, Document
6.2).

(Article 10(4)(b))
4.1

3.1 Annex VI(2): The schedule shall specify as a The preparation of the schedule is the responsibility of the
6
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minimum:

5

5.1

a)

the decisions and opinions to be obtained;

b)

the authorities, stakeholders, and the public
likely to be concerned;

c)

the individual stages of the procedure and their
duration;

d)

major milestones to be accomplished and their
deadlines in view of the comprehensive decision
to be taken;

e)

the resources planned by the authorities and
possible additional resource needs.

NCA. This has been prepared collaboratively with National
Grid.

The project promoter shall, within three months of National Grid submitted the Concept for Public Participation
written notification draw up and submit a concept for (the “CfPP”) to PINS on the 15 December 2014 which
public participation to the NCA.
included the requirements as outlined in Annex VI(4). Please
see the letter from National Grid to PINS dated 15 December
(Article 9(3))
2014 located within Appendix 12 of the Consultation Report
(Volume 6, Document 6.2).
PINS requested amendments to the CfPP on the 14 January
2015. See the letter dated 14 January 2015 entitled “Request

Annex VI(4): The concept for public participation shall at
7
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least include information about:
a)
b)

c)
d)

of modifications to the Concept for Public Participation. Article
9(3) of the Regulation on guidelines for trans-European
energy infrastructure EU 347/2013 (the TEN-E Regulation)”. A
copy of this letter can be found in Annex C of this checklist.

the stakeholders concerned and addressed;

National Grid amended the Concept for Public Participation in
the measures envisaged, including proposed accordance with the comments received from PINS and
general locations and dates of dedicated responded to PINS in writing on 28 January 2015 to confirm
meetings;
this. A copy of the letter from National Grid to PINS can be
also found in Annex C of this checklist.
the timeline;

PINS approved National Grid’s Final CfPP on 4 February
2015. See the letter dated 4 February 2015 entitled, “Approval
the human resources allocated to the respective of the Concept for Public Participation, Article 9(3) of the
Regulation on guidelines for trans-European energy
tasks.
infrastructure EU 347/2013 (the TEN-E Regulation)”.
This letter confirms that:
“As required by Annex VI.4 of the TEN-E Regulation, the
Concept for Public Participation includes:
a) The stakeholders concerned and addressed;
b) The measures envisaged, including proposed general
locations and dates of dedicated meetings;
c) The Timeline; and
d) The human resources allocated to the retrospective
tasks.
8
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Therefore, in accordance with Article 9(3) of the TEN-E
Regulation, the Planning Inspectorate approves National
Grid’s Concept for Public Participation dated January 2015”
A copy of this letter can be found in an Appendix to the
Consultation Report (Appendix 13, Volume 6, Document
6.2) and the Final CfPP (January 2015) can be found in
Appendix 1 of the Consultation Report (Volume 6,
Document 6.2).
6

At least one public consultation shall be carried out The statutory consultation was undertaken between 10
by the project promoter, or, where required by February and 27 March 2015. Six Public Exhibitions were held
national law, by the NCA, before submission of the during this time. Examples of exhibition display boards are
final and complete application file.
included in the application documents at Appendix 33,
Volume 6, Document 6.2. Further details explaining the
This shall be without prejudice to any public consultation statutory consultation are included in Chapter 8 and Chapter 9
to be carried out after submission of the request for of the Consultation Report (Volume 6 Document 6.1).
development consent according to Article 6(2) of
Directive 2011/92/EU (Directive on the assessment of the Early rounds of consultation/engagement were undertaken
effects of certain public and private projects on the broadly in line with Article 9(4) even though these stages were
environment).
developed and undertaken in advance of the project being
identified as a PCI and/or manual of procedures being
The public consultation shall inform stakeholders referred published. This included consultation at an early stage on
to in Annex VI(3)(a) (see para. 7.1(a)) about the project at strategic and route corridor options to help inform the project.
an early stage and shall help to identify the most suitable Further details are included in the Consultation Report
location or trajectory and the relevant issues to be Volume 6, Document 6.1. Chapter 4 of the Consultation
addressed in the application file.
Report (Volume 6, Document 6.1) sets out National Grid’s
approach to consultation, Chapter 5 provides an overview of
The minimum requirements applicable to this public the engagement and Chapters 6 and 7 of the Consultation
consultation are specified in Annex VI(5)
Report provide the details of the early stages of consultation
9
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(Article 9(4))

6.1

and engagement on the Richborough Connection Project.

Annex VI(5): In the context of the public consultation to
be carried out before submission of the application file,
the relevant parties shall at least:
a)

b)

publish an information leaflet of no more than 15
pages, giving, in a clear and concise manner, an
overview of the purpose and preliminary
timetable of the project, the national grid
development plan, alternative routes considered,
expected impacts, including of cross-border
nature, and possible mitigation measures, which
shall be published prior to the start of the
consultation; The information leaflet shall
furthermore list the web addresses of the
Commission’s
infrastructure
transparency
platform and of the Member State’s manual of
procedures;

See the Overview Report dated February 2015 which can be
found in an Appendix to the Consultation Report (Appendix 9,
Volume 6, Document 6.2).

inform all stakeholders affected about the project
through the website referred to in Article 9(7)
(see para. 11) and other appropriate information
means;

A dedicated project website was provided at
www.richboroughconnection.co.uk which includes prescribed
information for the TEN-E Regulation (see Consultation
Report Appendix 11, Volume 6, Document 6.2).

The TEN-E Regulation states that the information leaflet
should be no more than 15 pages. However, it is considered
that given the amount of information required and the nature
of the project (i.e. linear infrastructure) that this was not
considered appropriate for this project. This has been
discussed and agreed with PINS. The length of the
information leaflet (i.e. overview report published by National
Grid) was confirmed in the CfPP which was approved by PINS
on 4 February 2015.

All stakeholders (as described in the Consultation Report)
were informed about the project at each stage.
10
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c)

invite in written form relevant affected Six Public Exhibitions were held as part of the statutory
stakeholders to dedicated meetings, during which consultation - Public events/exhibitions should be considered
concerns shall be discussed.
the same as ‘dedicated meeting’ required by the TEN-E
Regulation. Further details are included in the Consultation
Report, Chapter 8 and 9 of Volume 6 Document 6.1.
All letters to prescribed consultees and the local community
included an invitation to the public exhibitions. Letters sent to
prescribed consultees and the local community to inform them
of the statutory consultation and invite stakeholders to the
public exhibitions can be found in Appendix 6, 32, 35, and 36
of the Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2). The
newsletter sent to all stakeholders also contained the details
of the public exhibitions held during the statutory consultation,
see Appendix 32 of the Consultation Report (Volume 6,
Document 6.2). See the Final CfPP (see Appendix 1,
Volume 6, Document 6.2) which details the methods of
consultation.

7

Without prejudice to any requirements under the
Aarhus and Espoo Conventions and relevant Union
law, all parties involved in the permit granting
process shall follow the principles for public
participation set out in of Annex VI(3).

National Grid’s approach to consultation is set out in the CfPP
which was approved by PINS. See the letter dated 4 February
2015 ‘Approval of the Concept for Public Participation, Article
9(3) of the Regulation on guidelines for trans-European
energy infrastructure EU 347/2013 (the TEN-E Regulation)’.

(Article 9(2))

A copy of this letter can be found in an Appendix to the
Consultation Report (Appendix 13, Volume 6, Document
6.2).
The statutory consultation, held between the 10 February and
11
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27 March 2015, was undertaken in accordance with the CfPP.
The final version of the CfPP can be found in the application
documents at Appendix 1, Volume 6, Document 6.2.
Earlier periods of consultation in 2013-2014 were in advance
of the commencement of the permit granting process.
However, the principles of early engagement have been
applied throughout.
7.1

Annex VI(3): To increase public participation in the permit
granting process and ensure in advance information and
dialogue with the public, the following principles shall be
applied:
a)

The stakeholders affected by a project of
common interest, including relevant national,
regional and local authorities, landowners and
citizens living in the vicinity of the project, the
general
public
and
their
associations,
organisations or groups, shall be extensively
informed and consulted at an early stage, when
potential concerns by the public can still be taken
into account and in an open and transparent
manner. Where relevant, the NCA shall actively
support the activities undertaken by the project
promoter.

For details of how National Grid has consulted see the
Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.1) and its
supporting Appendices which provides a detailed account of
the stakeholders consulted at each stage of the project.
In relation to the statutory consultation a copy of the letters
sent to prescribed consultees and the local community to
inform them of the statutory consultation and invite feedback
can be found in Appendix 6, 32, 35, and 36 of the
Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2). Chapters 6
and 7 of the Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.1)
and supporting appendices provide a detailed account of the
early stages of consultation and engagement on the
Richborough Connection Project.

12
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8

b)

Competent authorities shall ensure that public
consultation procedures for projects of common
interest are grouped together where possible.
Each public consultation shall cover all subject
matters relevant to the particular stage of the
procedure, and one subject matter relevant to
the particular stage of the procedure shall not be
addressed in more than one public consultation;
however, one public consultation may take place
in more than one geographical location. The
subject matters addressed by a public
consultation shall be clearly indicated in the
notification of the public consultation.

Each stage of the consultation undertaken to date, has
covered specific matters relevant to that stage. The
consultation in summer 2013 related to the project
development process, see Appendix 26 ‘Summer 2013
Consultation Project Leaflet (Summer 2013)’ of the
Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2) which sets
out the subject matters covered in the consultation. The
engagement in 2014 related to the draft routing, see
Appendix 27 ‘Project Newsletter (May 2014)’ of the
Consultation Report (Volume 6, Document 6.2) which sets
out the subject matters covered during the engagement
period. The statutory consultation between 10 February and
27 March 2015 related to the proposed route for submission
and supporting material, see Appendix 9 ‘Overview Report
(February 2015)’ of the Consultation Report (Volume 6,
Document 6.2) which sets out the subject matters covered in
the statutory consultation.

c)

Comments and objections shall be admissible Clear deadlines for periods of consultation were identified. The
from the beginning of the public consultation until Summer 2013 consultation ran from 25 June to 9 August 2013
the expiry of the deadline only.
and the Statutory Consultation ran from 10 February to 27
March 2015. These dates were clearly indicated in
consultation material.

The project promoter shall prepare a report Please see Consultation Report: Volume 6, Documents 6.1
summarising the results of activities related to the and associated appendices 6.2 as submitted as part of the
participation of the public prior to the submission of DCO application.
the application file, including those activities that
took place before the start of the permit granting
13
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process. The project promoter shall submit that report
together with the application file to the NCA.
(Article 9(4))
9

The project promoter shall ensure the completeness
and adequate quality of the application file and seek
the NCA’s opinion on this as early as possible during
the pre-application procedure. The project promoter
shall cooperate fully with the NCA to meet deadlines
and comply with the detailed schedule for the permit
granting process (see para. 4).
(Article 10(5))

10

Upon receipt of the draft application file, the NCA
shall, if necessary, and including on behalf of other
authorities concerned, make further requests
regarding missing information to be submitted by the
project promoter, which may only address subjects
identified under point (a) (see para. 3). Within three
months of the submission of the missing information,
the competent authority shall accept for examination
the application in written form. Requests for
additional information may only be made if they are
justified by new circumstances

National Grid and PINS held regular, monthly meetings to
ensure the adequacy and completeness of the application file.
This included the provision and review of draft documents as
outlined above.
National Grid has informed PINS of any changes to the project
programme as set out in the detailed schedule for the permit
granting process. Any changes to the project programme were
notified to PINS as soon as was reasonably possible.
National Grid has agreed with PINS a list of project documents
and plans which National Grid provided in draft form in
advance of the submission of the application.
These draft documents and plans were provided to PINS on
27 August 2015. National Grid received comments from PINS
on 1 October 2015 and a meeting was held on 5 October 2015
to discuss the documents.
The DCO application was submitted in January 2016.

(Article 10(4)(c))

14
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Ongoing obligations
11

The project promoter, or, where national law so
provides, the competent authority, shall establish
and regularly update a website with relevant
information about the project of common interest,
which shall be linked to the Commission website and
which shall meet the requirements specified in
Annex VI(6).
Commercially
confidential.
(Article 9(7))

sensitive

information

shall

be

A
dedicated
project
website
was
provided
at
www.richboroughconnection.co.uk (the “Website”). This
included a web-page containing specific information in
relation
to
the
TEN-E
Regulation
(http://www.richboroughconnection.co.uk/TEN-Eregulations.aspx).

The project website went live on 25 June 2013. On the launch
kept date of the statutory consultation (10 February 2015), the
website was updated with changes to the text. The updated
website also gave access to all project documents and
provided details of how stakeholders could provide feedback
on the project. See Appendix 11 of the Consultation Report
(Volume 6, Document 6.2) which provides a copy of
screenshots from the project website, including showing TENE regulation information as relevant from 10 February 2015 to
January 2016.
The project website continues to be updated as the project
progresses (the website will be updated following submission
of the application to PINS in January 2016). The project
website includes a dedicated page with information relating to
the TEN-E regulation.

11.1

Annex VI(6): The project website shall make available as
a minimum the following:

15
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a)

the 15-page information leaflet referred to in The Overview Report dated February 2015 is available on the
Annex VI(5) (see para 6.1a));
project website and included in an Appendix to the
Consultation Report (Appendix 9, Volume 6, Document
6.2).
The TEN-E Regulation states that the information leaflet
should be no more than 15 pages. However it is considered
that given the amount of information required and the nature
of the project (i.e. linear infrastructure) that this was not
considered appropriate for this project. This has been
discussed and agreed with PINS. The length of the
information leaflet (i.e. overview report published by National
Grid) was confirmed in the CfPP which was approved by
PINS on 4 February 2015.
See Appendix 11 of the Consultation Report Volume 6,
Document 6.2 which provides a copy of screenshots from the
project website, including showing TEN-E regulation
information as relevant from 10 February 2015 to January
2016.

b)

a non-technical and regularly updated summary
of no more than 50 pages reflecting the current
status of the project and clearly indicating, in
case of updates, changes to previous versions;

See Appendix 11 of the Consultation Report, Volume 6,
Document 6.2 which provides a copy of screenshots from the
project website, including showing TEN-E regulation
information as relevant from 10 February 2015 to January
2016. The Website provides the following:
1. Overview Report dated February 2015 (see above);
2. Preliminary Environmental Information Report - Non16
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technical Summary dated February 2015 (found at:
http://www.richboroughconnection.co.uk/assets/downlo
ads/2.1%20PEIR%20Non%20Technical%20Summary.
pdf); and
3. Environmental Statement Non-technical Summary
dated January 2016 (found at:
http://www.richboroughconnection.co.uk/TEN-Eregulations.aspx).
c)

the project and public consultation planning, In relation to public consultation, please see the Consultation
clearly indicating dates and locations for public and Engagement section of the Website:
consultations and hearings and the envisaged
http://www.richboroughconnection.co.uk/events.aspx.
subject matters relevant for those hearings;
In relation to hearings please see the TEN-E regulations page
of the website which will provide a link to the Planning
Inspectorate website where this information will be available:
http://www.richboroughconnection.co.uk/TEN-Eregulations.aspx

d)

contact details in view of obtaining the full set of See the ‘Have your say’ section of the Website:
application documents;
http://www.richboroughconnection.co.uk/have-your-say.aspx.

e)

contact details in view of conveying comments See the ‘Have your say’ section of the Website:
and objections during public consultations.
http://www.richboroughconnection.co.uk/have-your-say.aspx.
17
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12

Project promoters shall also publish relevant As part of the statutory consultation the letters were issued to
information by other appropriate information means prescribed consultees, non-prescribed consultees, PILs and
to which the public has open access.
the local community (Please see Appendix 6, Appendix 31,
Appendix 32, Appendix 35, Appendix 36, Appendix 39
(Article 9(7))
and Appendix 40, of the Consultation Report, Volume 6,
Document 6.2).
All documents made available at local libraries, exhibition
events and inspection boxes. Please see Overview Report
dated February 2015 for details relevant to the statutory
consultation (the Overview Report can be found in an
Appendix to the Consultation Report (Appendix 9, Volume 6,
Document 6.2).

13

By 31 March of each year following the year of Please see the most recent annual report for PCI 1.1.2 at
inclusion of a project of common interest on the Annex A. This was submitted to ACER on 27 March 2015 in
Union list pursuant to Article 3, project promoters the prescribed format.
shall submit an annual report, for each project falling
under the categories set out in Annex II (1) and (2), to
the competent authority referred to in Article 8 and
either to the Agency or, for projects falling under the
categories set out in Annex II (3) and (4), to the
respective Group.
(Article 5(4))

18
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Annexes
Annex A

‘Monitoring of Projects of Common Interest (PCIs) – Electricity Transmission Questionnaire’ relating to the
Richborough Connection Project as submitted to ACER on 27 March 2015

Annex B

‘Implementation Plan for the Richborough Connection Project’ submitted on 31 January 2014

Annex C

Letter from PINS to National Grid dated 14 January 2015 - ‘Request of modification to the Concept for Public
Publication’, and letter from National Grid to PINS dated 28 January 2015 ‘Final Concept for Public Participation.

19
13949759.1

20
13949759.1

Annex A
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Case Id: 5be3fe9d-40e5-44c2-b7ec-41a02311393a

Monitoring of Projects of Common Interest (PCIs) Electricity Transmission Questionnaire
Progress report to be submitted by March 31st, 2015
1. PCI identification
A. Administrative details
1. PCI number (No X.Y. or X.Y.Z.) in the 2013 Union list of PCIs:
Enter the PCI number as it appears in the first Union list of PCIs. (The list is available for download below)

1.1.2

2. PCI name in the 2013 Union list of PCIs
Internal line between the vicinity of Richborough and Canterbury (UK)

You can download the 2013 Union list of PCIs here:
CELEX_32013R1391_EN_TXT.pdf

3. ENTSO-E TYNDP 2014 cluster number:
Belgium – United Kingdom between Zeebrugge and Canterbury [currently
known as the NEMO project]

4. ENTSO-E TYNDP 2014 investment number or numbers (where the PCI includes multiple
investments):
449

5. PCI promoter(s):
Enter the full legal name(s) of the promoter(s):

National Grid Electricity Transmission

6. Hosting EU Member State(s) (where the project is located):
1. Tick the box(es) for the hosting Member State(s).
2. If applicable, please also tick Member State(s), the waters of which are crossed by PCI underwater cables.

Austria

Belgium

Bulgaria

Croatia

Cyprus

Czech Republic

Denmark

Estonia

Finland

France

Germany

Greece

Hungary

Ireland

Italy

Latvia

Lithuania

Luxembourg

Malta

The Netherlands

Poland

Portugal

Romania

Slovakia

Slovenia

Spain

Sweden

United Kingdom

7. Hosting non-EU countries:
1. In case parts of the PCI are located outside the territory of EU Member States, please fill in the name(s) of the country
(-ies).
2. Please also include in this field third countries, the waters of which are crossed by PCI cables.

8. Identification of the PCI investment items in the National Network Development Plans (NNDP):
Please fill one row PER COUNTRY for interconnection lines and interconnection cables (e.g. for an intreconnection
investment item across two ocountries, one row for country A and one row for country B have to be filled in).

In case the PCI belongs to the category "combined investments" (as defined in question 12), please fill in one row per
investment item (referred to as "investment index" in the ENTSO-E TYNDP 2014) and per country. In case an investment
item is cross-border, fill in one row for each country hosting the investment item.
In case a unique number or code is not available, please provide the page and section of reference/description of the
investment items in the NNDP.
In case the PCI or an investment item is not included in the NNDP, please fill in “not included” in the column "Code in
NNDP".

Please double click the cell to enter the information.

Country
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

GB

Code in NNDP

Year of NNDP

Year of first inclusion in NNDP

2014

2012

9. Did you submit an application file for the permit granting process before November 16th, 2013?
According to Art. 19 of the Reg. (EU) 347/2013, in such a case the provisions of Chapter III of the Regulation “Permit
granting and public participation” do not apply.

Yes
No
10. PCI website according to Article 9(7) of Reg. 347
Enter the link to the website of the PCI.
If non-applicable, because application file had been submitted before November 16th, 2013, please fill in “N/A”.

The Richborough Connection Project has its own project website which
includes the relevant information as required under Article 9(7) of the
regulation. Link provided:
http://www.richboroughconnection.co.uk/TEN-E-regulations.aspx

2. Technical information
2.1 Technical description
In this section please fill in the information included in the ENTSO-E TYNDP 2014, unless PCI
planning is updated after the ENTSO-E TYNDP 2014.In the latter case, please fill in the most
up-to-date information.
In case the PCI is updated after the TYNDP 2014, please describe the updates in the “brief PCI
description” field.
For PCIs for which the technical information requested in a field is not yet defined, please fill in “not
yet defined” for text fields, and “0” for numerical fields.

11. Brief PCI description:
The Richborough Connection (PCI 1.1.2 only) is a project to join the
Nemo Link® (an electricity link between Belgium and the UK) of
approximately 1,000 megawatts (or 1000MW) to National Grid’s high
voltage National Electricity Transmission System (NETS). To make this
connection, National Grid is promoting a new high voltage (400,000 volt
or 400 kilovolt [kV]) electricity connection between Richborough and
Canterbury North substations in Kent (referred to as the Richborough
Connection project). The proposed development would be made up of the
following features:
o

A new 400kV overhead line (referred to as the proposed route).

This would be approximately 20.7km long and would be built using 62
pylons.
o

The removal of 20.6km of existing lower voltage (132,000 volt

or 132kV) overhead line (known as the PX route) which runs between
Richborough and Canterbury South Substations. However the PX route would
have to remain in operation (energised) whilst the new overhead line is
being built. In order to maintain local electricity supplies, a
temporary diversion of the existing PX route would be needed where the
new overhead line crosses over it. This would be done by transferring
the PX route onto wooden poles so that the new overhead line can then be
built.
o

An initial temporary diversion to enable the construction of a

permanent underground diversion for another existing lower voltage
(132kV) overhead line (known as the PY route) where the new overhead
line needs to cross over it.
o

Other works, for example, temporary roads to reach pylon

construction and demolition areas, highway works, construction
compounds, protective scaffold structures, work sites and ancillary
works.
PCI 1.1.2 relates to the Richborough Connection project only. The new
substation at Richborough as noted in the description of the PCI has
already been consented as part of the Nemo Link® project. Planning
permission was granted by Thanet and Dover District Councils in December
2013 for the Nemo Link convertor station and National Grid 400kV
substation at the former Richborough Power Station site and for the Nemo
Link underground cables. The new 400kV substation at Richborough does
not form part of the PCI 1.1.2.
The Manual of Procedures: The Permitting process for Projects of Common
Interest in the UK (May 2014) published by the Department for Energy and
Climate Changes section 8 sets out the transitional provisions in the UK
with respect to Article 19 of the TEN-E regulations. As set out in the
Manual of Procedures the exemption applies to the following UK PCI’s on
the first Union List only, those of relevance to cluster 1.1 include PCI
1.1.1 (interconnection between Zeebrugge (BE) and the vicinity of
Richborough (UK)) and PCI 1.1.3 (internal line between Dungeness to
Sellindge and Sellindge to Canterbury (UK)).

12. Category of THE PCI:
1. Select “combined investments” in case the PCI comprises more than one investment category.
2. In case of offshore cables with short onshore parts, please refer them as “offshore cables”, and not as “combined
investment.

AC transmission line
DC transmission line
On-shore AC transmission cable
On-shore DC transmission cable
Off-shore AC transmission cable
Offshore DC transmission cable
Onshore substation
Offshore substation
Phase shifting transformer
Back to back substation
Transformer
Reactive compensation device
Smart grids
Combined investments
13. In case the PCI category in question 12 is "combined investments", please fill in the number of
items of each category of equipment:
Please fill in only one number in each relevant cell.
Please double click the cell to enter the information.

Number of items
AC transmission line
DC transmission line
On-shore AC
transmission cable
On-shore DC
transmission cable
Off-shore AC
transmission cable
Off-shore DC
transmission cable
On-shore substation
Off-shore substation
Phase shifting
transformer
Back to back substation
Transformer
Reactive compensation
device
Smart grids

14. Type of PCI:
new investment
current uprate
voltage upgrade
extension
replacement
mixed solution - mostly as new investment
mixed solution - mostly as reinforcement

15. Starting and ending of PCI.
For each investment item included in the PCI, in each of the columns of the table below, please enter:
- Invest. index: the investment item index as referred to in ENTSO-E TYNDP 2014
- Country 1: the country where the investment item begins
- Substation 1: the corresponding substation in ENTSO-E TYNDP 2014, unless it is modified after ENTSO-E TYNDP 2014
- Country 2: the country where the investment item ends
- Substation 2: the corresponding substation in ENTSO-E TYNDP 2014, unless it is modified after ENTSO-E TYNDP 2014
- the length (in case the investment item is a line or a cable) of the onshore part in Country 1
- the length (in case the investment item is a line or a cable) of the onshore part in Country 2
- if applicable (in case the investment item is a line or a cable) the length of the offshore part
(please fill in 0 in the "length" fields for other pieces of equipment)
- Nominal power: the nominal power of the investment item and the unit in MW for DC lines and cables, or the nominal
power in winter in MVA for AC lines and cables, substations and other components

In case the PCI comprises only of pieces of equipment that are located in one country only, Country 2 fields should be left
blank.

Length (in Length (in Length
Invest.

Country

Substation

Country

index

1

1

2

km) of

km) of

(in km)

on-shore

of

part in

part in

off-shore

country 1

country 2

part

Substation 2 on-shore

Nominal
power

Pre-fault
ratings: Winter
= 1830MVA
Spring/Autumn
= 1740MVA
Summer =

Canterbury
Investment
item 1

England

North
400kV
substation

Richborough
England

400kV
substation

Approx

1590MVA

20.7

Post-fault:
Winter =
2180MVA
Spring/Autumn
= 2070MVA

Summer =
1890MVA
Investment
item 2
Investment
item 3
Investment
item 4
Investment
item 5

16. Voltage:
Enter the voltage in kV (for lines and cables) or the highest voltage in kV (for substations and other components).

kV

400

17. Description of alterations in the PCI technical characteristics
Enter a brief description of the alterations in PCI design and its related technical information compared to the status in
summer 2012 when the candidate PCI submitted its application (e.g. a different substation end, a different length, a
different voltage, a different rated power).

Please see the response provided above in Part II Technical Information,
11a a brief project description which sets out the project description
for PCI 1.1.2 the features of the project remain the same as that
submitted in summer 2012.

As set out in the response referred to above,

the new substation at Richborough does not form part of the Richborough
Connection project (PCI 1.1.2) as consent for the substation was granted
as part of the Nemo Link project in December 2013.

2.2 Expected Increase of Transfer Capacity
18. Increase of cross-border grid transfer capability
Please identify for which border(s) the PCI (note: the PCI, not a group or cluster of PCIs) provides an increase of
cross-border grid transfer capability (GTC), and quantify this increase

Border (country A-country B)

GTC increase (MW)

Border 1
Border 2
Border 3

19. In case of a PCI being part of a ENTSO-E TYNDP 2014 cluster, please explain how the GTC
of the PCI reported above is derived from the cluster GTC
In isolation this investment does not provide a cross border flow.

It

is required for the cross border flow delivered by the Nemo connection
(PCI 1.1.1) between GB and BE. 1000MW

3. Expected costs

Important notes on the methodology and parameters used for Sections 3 and 4
For the information required in Sections 3 and 4, please consider the following discounting
parameters, in line with the ENTSO-E CBA methodology:
- 25 years of operation;
- 4% discount rate (real);
- No residual value;
- All costs and benefits discounted to the present and expressed in the price base of that year
(2015).
In case benefit analysis uses benefits calculated in more than one year, please use the following
approach, in line with the ENTSO-E CBA methodology:
- For years from year of commissioning (start of benefits) to midterm (if any), extend midterm
benefits backwards.
- For years between midterm and long term, linearly interpolate benefits between the midterm and
long term values.
- For years beyond long term horizon (if any), maintain benefits at long term value.
Note: If the PCI is "Cancelled" you don't need to fill in this section.

20. Currently expected Investment Cost (CAPEX) of the PCI, including materials and assembly
costs,
temporary solutions, environmental costs, and consenting/social costs
86

mln EUR in 2015

21. Investment Cost estimated in 2012 (projected to year 2015)
Please provide the value of the 2012 investment cost (capital expenditure) estimate submitted at the time of proposing the
candidate PCI in summer 2012 (answer to question 2.g in the Regional Group questionnaire) projected to year 2015.
If the PCI corresponds to more than one candidate project, please report the sum of the relative cost estimates.

mln EUR in 2015

22. Annual factor(s) used for the projection of the value to year 2015
Please provide the annual factor(s) used for the projection in question 21.

Overall
projection

Discount

Inflation

Exchange rate (Local

factor used

rate (%)

rate (%)

currency to €)

(%)
Year 2013
Year 2014
Year 2015

3.5%

23. Reasons for differences in investment cost
Please provide the reasons for differences (if any) between answers to question 20 and question 21 (for example, reasons
may be project changes, different route, different technology, price of raw materials).

No information submitted in summer 2012.

Instructions for the completion of the following questions (24 and 25):
The presence of risks, contingencies and uncertainties may lead to a cost range. Please use:
Upward variation = (upper value of cost range - cost estimate)/ cost estimate
Downward variation = (cost estimate - lower value of cost range)/ cost estimate

24. Expected downward variation of CAPEX (%):
Please provide the currently expected downward variation of investment cost (%) to the expected cost in answer 20.

20

%

25. Expected upward variation of CAPEX (%):
Please provide the currently expected upward variation of investment cost (%) to the expected cost in answer 20.

20

%

26. Currently expected life cycle cost
Please fill in the currently expected NPV of life cycle cost of the PCI (excluding CAPEX cost) in year 2015 value,
including replacement of devices, dismantling, maintenance and other life-cycle costs:

29

mln EUR in 2015

27. Expected downward variation of life cycle cost (%):
Please provide the currently expected downward variation of life cycle cost (%) to the expected cost in question 26.

%

28. Expected upward variation of life cycle cost (%):
Please provide the currently expected upward variation of life cycle cost (%) to the expected cost in question 26.

%

29. Please provide the reasons for the above mentioned currently expected variations of CAPEX
and life cycle cost.
Not assessed

4. Expected benefits
Note 1: If the PCI is "Cancelled" you don't need to fill in this section.
Note 2: For the completion of this Section, please refer to the Important notes on the methodology

and parameters at the beginning of Section 3.

30. Increase of socio-economic welfare (SEW):
Please provide the expected benefit of the PCI related to increase of socio-economic welfare (SEW) in million Euros, in
year 2015 value.

260

mln EUR

31. Enhancement of security of supply (SoS):
Please provide the expected benefit of the PCI related to security of supply (SoS) in million Euros, in year 2015 value

mln EUR

32. Expected benefit due to variation of losses:
Please provide the expected benefit of the PCI related to variation of losses in million Euros, in year 2015 value.

10.5

mln EUR

33. Other expected benefits (i.e. benefits except from SEW, SoS, variation of losses, and double
counting effects of RES integration and CO2):
Please provide the expected benefit of the PCI related to other benefit categories, in million Euros, in year 2015
value.Other categories include all other benefits except from SEW, SoS, variation of losses, and double counting effects of
RES integration and CO2.

mln EUR

34. Description of other benefits
Please explain what other benefit categories are included in the value provided in the previous field.

35. Expected downward variation of total benefits (%):
Please provide the currently expected downward variation of total benefits (%) to the expected total benefits of questions
30 to 33.

15

%

36. Expected upward variation of total benefits (%):
Please provide the currently expected upward variation of total benefits (%) to the expected total benefits of questions 30 to
33.

%

15

37. Please provide the reasons for the possible variations.

38. Additional data about the studies conducted for the calculation of the benefits.
Please indicate: a) what type of study (e.g market, network, combined) was used for the calculation of each of the above
mentioned benefits, b) what software tools were used, c) the geographical coverage of the study, d) the years of the benefit
calculation (e.g. 2020, 2025)

a)

TYNDP 2014, Gone Green Scenario values taken

b)

Pan European/ North Seas Regional Group

c)

2030

d)

Not Applicable

e)

TYNDP Vision 4 Scenario was used and the mid point between the

upper and lower range calculated.

39. Use of ENTSO-E TYNDP 2014 values
In case the results concerning the above mentioned benefits are derived from ENTSO-E TYNDP 2014 values, please
explain how the results were derived taking into account the different scenarios and sensitivities.

assuming Vision 4 from TYNDP 2014 was used.

5. Status and time progress
5.1 Current status

40. Please indicate the current status of the PCI:
Please note that the option "planned but not yet in permitting" should be selected for PCIs that have been included in the
national transmission plan and completed the phase of initial studies, but have not initiated the permitting yet.

Under consideration
Planned, but not yet in permitting
Permitting
Under construction
Commissioned
Cancelled
If the PCI is cancelled (i.e. the option "cancelled" is selected in question 40), please select one of
the reasons listed below (in case of multiple reasons, please indicate the most important one).

41. Reason for cancellation
Studies which never turned into a planned investment
Changes due to the overall planning process and inputs
Changes on the demand side
Changes on the generation side
Changes due to other transmission investments
Environmental reasons/ restrictions
Other
42. A brief description of the main reason for cancellation (in particular when the answer “other” is
selected in question 41) and in case of complementary reasons:

If the PCI is "Cancelled" you don't need to provide any additional information. YOU HAVE JUST
FINISHED.

5.2 Implementation Plan and Update
In Section 5.2 of the questionnaire, Project Promoters are required to provide the (actual or
expected) start date and end date of each stage expected on January 31st, 2015, and the
respective start and end dates of each stage that were expected at the time of proposing the PCI,
i.e. in the summer of 2012.
In case of a PCI with several sections or elements, which are in different status, the status of the
least progressed determines the status of the overall PCI.
Also, the starting period of the overall PCI is defined by the starting period of the earliest
section/element, and the ending period of the overall PCI is defined by the ending period of the
latest section/element.

5.2.1. Consideration phase
43. Consideration phase: start date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/06/2011

44. Consideration phase: end date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/06/2011

45. Consideration phase: start date - Status as of summer 2012

46. Consideration phase: end date - Status as of summer 2012

5.2.2. Planning approval
Planning approval is the approval (at the level of national development planning) by the NRA or by
the competent Ministry or national competent authority, as provisioned in the national law of each
country.

47. Planning approval: start date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/07/2015

48. Planning approval: end date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/06/2017

49. Planning approval: start date - Status as of summer 2012

50. Planning approval: end date - Status as of summer 2012

5.2.3. Preliminary design studies
51. Preliminary design studies: start date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/06/2012

52. Preliminary design studies: end date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/05/2014

53. Preliminary design studies: start date - Status as of summer 2012

54. Preliminary design studies: end date - Status as of summer 2012

5.2.4. Preliminary investment decision
55. Preliminary investment decision: start date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/02/2015

56. Preliminary investment decision: end date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/02/2015

57. Preliminary investment decision: start date - Status as of summer 2012

58. Preliminary investment decision: end date - Status as of summer 2012

5.2.5. Public Consultation of Art. 9(4) of Reg. 347/2013

If Art. 9(4) of the Reg. (EU) 347/2013 does not apply for the PCI, according to Art. 19 (2), please fill
in 01/01/1900 to the relevant fields.

59. Public Consultation of Art. 9(4) of Reg. 347/2013: start date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/02/2015

60. Public Consultation of Art. 9(4) of Reg. 347/2013: end date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/03/2015

61. Public Consultation of Art. 9(4) of Reg. 347/2013: start date - Status as of summer 2012

62. Public Consultation of Art. 9(4) of Reg. 347/2013: end date - Status as of summer 2012

5.2.6. Permit Granting Process
63. Permit Granting Process: start date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/10/2015

64. Permit Granting Process: end date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
27/03/2017

65. Permit Granting Process: start date - Status as of summer 2012
27/03/2015

66. Permit Granting Process: end date - Status as of summer 2012

5.2.7. Pre-application Procedure (if applicable)
If Pre-application Procedure is not applicable, please fill in 01/01/1900 to the relevant fields.

67. Pre-application Procedure: start date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/01/2014

68. Pre-application Procedure: end date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
1/10/2015

69. Pre-application Procedure: start date - Status as of summer 2012

70. Pre-application Procedure: end date - Status as of summer 2012

5.2.8. Environmental Impact Assessment request and approval
71. Environmental Impact Assessment request and approval: start date - Status as of Jan
31st, 2015
01/08/2014

72. Environmental Impact Assessment request and approval: end date - Status as of Jan
31st, 2015
01/07/2017

73. Environmental Impact Assessment request and approval: start date - Status as of
summer 2012

74. Environmental Impact Assessment request and approval: end date - Status as of summer
2012

5.2.9. Statutory procedure (if applicable)
If statutory procedure is not applicable, please fill in 01/01/1900 to the relevant fields.

75. Statutory procedure: start date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/10/2014

76. Statutory procedure: end date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/07/2017

77. Statutory procedure: start date - Status as of summer 2012

78. Statutory procedure: end date - Status as of summer 2012

5.2.10. Project financing
Dates for the Project-financing fields are required only in case of project-specific financing solution.
If a corporate financing is used, please fill in 01/01/1900 to the relevant fields.

79. Project- financing: start date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/02/2015

80. Project- financing: end date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/02/2015

81. Project- financing: start date - Status as of summer 2012

82. Project- financing: end date - Status as of summer 2012

5.2.11. CBCA request / decision (if applicable)
If a CBCA request / decision is not applicable, please fill in 01/01/1900 to the relevant fields.

83. CBCA request / decision: start date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015

84. CBCA request / decision: end date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015

5.2.12. Exemption from third party access request/decision (if applicable)
If an exemption from third party access request/decision is not applicable, please fill in 01/01/1900
to the relevant fields.

85. Exemption from third party access request/decision: start date - Status as of Jan 31st, 20
15

86. Exemption from third party access request/decision: end date - Status as of Jan 31st, 201
5

87. Exemption from third party access request/decision: start date - Status as of summer 201
2

88. Exemption from third party access request/decision: end date - Status as of summer 2012

5.2.13. Final investment decision
89. Final investment decision: start date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/10/2015

90. Final investment decision: end date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/10/2015

91. Final investment decision: start date - Status as of summer 2012

92. Final investment decision: end date - Status as of summer 2012

5.2.14. Detailed design
93. Detailed design: start date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015

94. Detailed design: end date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015

95. Detailed design: start date - Status as of summer 2012

96. Detailed design: end date - Status as of summer 2012

5.2.15. Tendering for construction
97. Tendering for construction: start date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/01/2015

98. Tendering for construction: end date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/10/2016

99. Tendering for construction: start date - Status as of summer 2012

100. Tendering for construction: end date - Status as of summer 2012

5.2.16. Construction

101. Construction: start date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/07/2017

102. Construction: end date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/042020

103. Construction: start date - Status as of summer 2012

104. Construction: end date - Status as of summer 2012

5.2.17. Commissioning
105. Commissioning: start date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/042018

106. Commissioning: end date - Status as of Jan 31st, 2015
01/10/2019

107. Commissioning: start date - Status as of summer 2012

108. Commissioning: end date - Status as of summer 2012

5.3 Time progress
109. Current PCI progress compared to the planning of summer 2012:
Please indicate the progress of the project compared to the planning of summer 2012.
Please note that (as in Section 5 of ACER opinion no. 16/2014) the term “ investment rescheduled” corresponds to an
investment which is voluntarily postponed by a transmission system operator due to changes of its external driver (e.g.
postponed connection of new generation, lower demand, less urgent need for an investment due to updated planning data
or priority to other transmission solutions). The term “investment delayed” corresponds to an investment which is still
needed at the expected date, but cannot be delivered on time due to various external factors like permitting, environmental,
legislative reasons, etc.

Ahead of schedule
On time
Delayed
Rescheduled

110. Description of works performed:
Please provide a description of works performed between the time of submission of the candidate PCI (summer 2012), and
January 31st, 2015, and an assessment of the progress achieved.

In October 2012 we commenced discussions with the relevant potentially
affected local authorities on the strategic options being considered for
the project, the method of assessment of options, and the initial
findings. A Strategic Options Repot was prepared examining a range of
technology types (including onshore overhead line and underground
options and offshore cable options to a number of geographical
locations. On the basis of the findings of the Strategic Options Report
a route corridor study was undertaken to identify route corridors for an
overhead line connection between Richborough and Canterbury.
In the Summer of 2013 (June – August)

we announced our proposal to

build a new high voltage overhead connection from Richborough to
Canterbury. We launched our project website and published a series of
reports outlining the options considered to date (Strategic Options
Report and Route Corridor Study).
From June to August 2013 we held a consultation with the local community
and stakeholders where we explained the reason for the new connection,
and asked for feedback on the connection options as set out in the
Strategic Options Report. We also consulted on the two corridors of
land, including sub-options around Canterbury, within which a new
connection could be built and the two types of pylon we could use, as
set out in the Route Corridor Study. We held nine events in the local
area. The dates were announced in the local press and also via a letter
to homes and businesses in the local area. At these events the project
team were available to explain the proposals and answer questions. We
encouraged people to give feedback on the proposals within the six week
consultation period. More detail on the feedback we received can be
found in our Summer 2013 Consultation Feedback Report. Following this
consultation period we analysed the feedback received and the studies
undertaken to date and published in November 2013 our Summer 2013
Consultation Feedback Report and the Preferred Connection Option and
Route Corridor Report.
In November 2013 we wrote to all residents in the consultation area and
stakeholders to tell them that the north corridor with sub-option B was
our preferred route corridor, including taking down the existing lower
voltage 132kV UK Power Networks line (PX route). Once the preferred
route corridor was identified (November 2013), different options for the
route of the overhead line were considered. An appraisal of alignment
options and pylon types was undertaken, and continued liaison with
potentially affected persons with an interest in land and prescribed
consultees (including Natural England, English Heritage, Environment
Agency and affected local authorities. During this period a range of
environmental surveys were undertaken on land across the route corridor.
In May 2014, after further environmental and technical studies, we
published our Connection Options Report and proposed draft route. We

published announcements in the local press and updated our website. We
also announced that we would be holding information events in order to
explain our proposals to the community and invite them to give us their
views.
In June and July 2014 we held six information events at locations across
the proposed route. The comments we received at the events have helped
to shape our proposals. Throughout the rest of 2014 we also spoke with
landowners and tenants to keep them informed about the project and any
impact on their land and gain feedback. We held meetings with local
authorities, parish councils, local MPs, prescribed consultees and other
bodies. Where requested we also held meetings with community groups.
Further development of the draft route including selection of pylon type
was undertaken to progress to a formal consultation on the proposed
development.
Between 10 February and 27 March 2015 we are formally consulting under
the Concept of Public Participation (including consultation under s42
and 47 of the Planning Act 2008 (required in the UK)) with the local
community, prescribed consultees and other bodies to gain their views on
our final proposals. This feedback will be taken into account during our
final phase of work before we submit our application to the Planning
Inspectorate later in 2015

111. Please provide any additional information you may deem necessary with regard to permit
granting and consultation procedures:
On 1 December 2014 National Grid submitted the pre-application
notification under Article 10(1)(a) of the TEN-E regulations to the
Planning Inspectorate (PINS) (relevant competent authority in relation
to this PCI). PINS formally acknowledged the pre-application
notification on 6 January 2015 and the project was accepted into the
permit granting process.
On 15 December 2014 National Grid submitted under Article 9(3) of the
TEN-E regulations the project Concept for Public Participation (CfPP).
National Grid received approval of the CfPP from PINS on 4th February.
Formal consultation under Article 9(4) of the regulation is being
undertaken between 10 February 2015 and 27 March 2015.
PINS are currently in the process of consulting with National Grid in
relation to Article 10(4)(a) and (b) of the TEN-E regulation, where the
competent authority must, in close cooperation with National Grid:
•

(a) identify the scope of material and the level of detail of

information to be submitted as part of the application file, and
•

(b) draw up a detailed schedule for permit granting process.

5.3.1 Reschedulling

112. Please quantify rescheduling effect on the commissioning date (in months, zero if no
rescheduling):
months

Reasons for rescheduling
If the PCI is rescedulled, please answer the 3 following questions.

113. Please select one of the following reasons of rescheduling (the most important one in case of
multiple reasons):
Changes on the generation side (in relation to new renewable-based generation)
Changes on the generation side (in relation to other types of generation)
Changes on the demand side
Changes due to correlation with other prioritised transmission investments
Changes due to correlation with other rescheduled transmission investments
Changes in the overall planning data input (generation, demand and transmission)
Rescheduling of works during the construction phase either to guarantee the reliability of
supply or due to other technical issues
Other
114. Brief description of the main reason for rescheduling.
Please provide a brief description of the main reason for rescheduling (in particular, when the answer “other” is selected),
the rescheduling impact on costs and benefits, and in which PCI stage the rescheduling appeared:

115. Brief description of other reasons for rescheduling.
Please provide a brief description of other reasons for rescheduling and their prioritisation, if applicable, their interaction
with other reasons, and the rescheduling impact to cost and benefits:

5.3.2 Delays and difficulties
Definition of a PCI "in delay" and "at difficulty"
For the completion of the Parts 5.3.2 and 5.3.3 please note the following definitions:
- a PCI is considered at difficulty in case a postponement of less than six months, without causing
a significant update in estimated costs or benefits, has taken place.
- a PCI is considered in delay in case a postponement of at least six months has taken place, and it
is not rescheduled (i.e. it is not voluntarily postponed by a transmission system operator due to
changes of its external driver).

116. Please quantify the delay on the commissioning date (in months, zero if no delay):
months

Reasons for delay
If the PCI is delayed, in the following 3 questions please identify the main reasons. In case of
multiple reasons, please indicate as 1st reason the reason that has caused the longest delay.

117. Main reason for delay (that caused the longest delay):
PERMITTING - Delays due to environmental problems (including re-routing and/or siting
or re-siting of substation(s)). Environmental problems also include problems with cultural
heritage authorities or any other authority that is involved in the environmental procedure
PERMITTING - National law changes affecting permitting, including complexities with the
implementation of the new legislation implementing Regulation (EU) 347/2013 for
permitting
PERMITTING - Delays in the preparation of necessary application files by the project
promoter
PERMITTING - Delays due to other permit granting reasons (different than law changes,
environmental problems or preperation of application files). Please explain in the relevant
question below
Delays related to acquisition of or access to land
Delays due to correlation with other delayed transmission investments
Delay in tendering process
Delay related to finalisation of agreements and coordination across borders
Delay related to finalisation of agreements with third party promoters
Delays in construction works
Delays due to technological reasons (including any changes, re-routing and/or siting or
re-siting of substation(s) initiated by the PP)
Delays due to financing reasons
Delays due to risks related to the national regulatory framework or future regulatory
decisions
Delays due to lawsuits and court proceedings
Other

118. Second most important reason for delay:
PERMITTING - Delays due to environmental problems (including re-routing and/or siting
or re-siting of substation(s)). Environmental problems also include problems with cultural
heritage authorities or any other authority that is involved in the environmental procedure
PERMITTING - National law changes affecting permitting, including complexities with the
implementation of the new legislation implementing Regulation (EU) 347/2013 for
permitting
PERMITTING - Delays in the preparation of necessary application files by the project
promoter
PERMITTING - Delays due to other permit granting reasons (different than law changes,
environmental problems or preperation of applicatio files). Please explain in the relevant
question below
Delays related to acquisition of or access to land
Delays due to correlation with other delayed transmission investments
Delay in tendering process
Delay related to finalisation of agreements and coordination across borders
Delay related to finalisation of agreements with third party promoters
Delays in construction works
Delays due to technological reasons (including any changes, re-routing and/or siting or
re-siting of substation(s) initiated by the PP)
Delays due to financing reasons
Delays due to risks related to the national regulatory framework or future regulatory
decisions
Delays due to lawsuits and court proceedings
Other

119. Third most important reason for delay:
PERMITTING - Delays due to environmental problems (including re-routing and/or siting
or re-siting of substation(s)). Environmental problems also include problems with cultural
heritage authorities or any other authority that is involved in the environmental procedure
PERMITTING - National law changes affecting permitting, including complexities with the
implementation of the new legislation implementing Regulation (EU) 347/2013 for
permitting
PERMITTING - Delays in the preparation of necessary application files by the project
promoter
PERMITTING - Delays due to other permit granting reasons (different than law changes,
environmental problems or preperation of applicatio files). Please explain in the relevant
question below
Delays related to acquisition of or access to land
Delays due to correlation with other delayed transmission investments
Delay in tendering process
Delay related to finalisation of agreements and coordination across borders
Delay related to finalisation of agreements with third party promoters
Delays in construction works
Delays due to technological reasons (including any changes, re-routing and/or siting or
re-siting of substation(s) initiated by the PP)
Delays due to financing reasons
Delays due to risks related to the national regulatory framework or future regulatory
decisions
Delays due to lawsuits and court proceedings
Other
120. Brief description of the main reason for delay.
Please provide a brief description of the main reason for delay (in particular, when the answer "PERMITTING", or “Other” is
selected), the consequences of the delay (e.g. cost increases), and indicate in which PCI stage the delay had its origin.
Please explain why this delay was not foreseeable.

121. Brief description of any additional reasons for delay.
Please provide a brief description of any additional reasons for delay (in particular, when the additional reason for the delay
is for permitting) and their prioritisation, if applicable, as well as their interaction with other reasons, and the consequences
of the delay, e.g. cost increases.

122. Difficulties encountered
Please provide a brief description of any difficulties encountered (i.e. problems that resulted in PCI postponement less
than six months without causing a significant update in estimated costs or benefits).

5.3.3 Measures taken and recommendations to resolve delays and difficulties
123. Please describe the measures already taken by the promoter(s) or by other parties (e.g.
NRAs, competent authorities, ministries) to solve delays and difficulties, if applicable, and the
consequences of the measures already taken, e.g. consequences of decided alternative
solutions on project cost.

124. If applicable, do you foresee measures to solve delays and difficulties and by whom?

Background Documents

Background Documents
electricity_transmission_26_02_2015_en.pdf (/eusurvey/files/1c6df7fa-fcf7-47db-8ce0-0b4c5f1f3ec3)
faq_10-3-2015.pdf (/eusurvey/files/aaf3d9b7-1046-44b7-a223-951c2067be41)
pci-monitoring-example-cba.xlsx (/eusurvey/files/90adc180-1992-4ee7-b3aa-c55c7354a549)

Contact
Ele-PCI-Monitoring@acer.europa.eu
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01 Implementation Plan – for publication
For Project of Common Interest (number and name):
……Internal line between the vicinity of Richborough and Canterbury (UK) (1.1.2)…………

Electricity

Gas

*** Please send to ENER-B1-PROJECTS@ec.europa.eu and specify the priority corridor in the
subject line.
Please note that this document will be published on the online Transparency Platform
according to Article 18b) of Regulation (EU) No 347/2013. ***

1. Introductory information
1.1. Priority corridor
For the implementation of which energy infrastructure priority corridor of Regulation (EU)
347/2013 is the project necessary?
………………Northern Seas Offshore Grid……..

1.2. Project promoter(s)
Company/companies: ……………National Grid Electricity Transmission…………
TSO

DSO

Other project promoter

Please copy/paste the entry if applicable (i.e. more promoters involved)

1.3. Type of project
a) Electricity

Transmission line
Substation
Phase-shift Transformer
Storage
Smart Grids deployment

Gas

Pipeline
1

Compressor station
Reverse flow
LNG terminal
Storage
b)

New
Upgrade
Extension

Replacement
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………

1.4. Please summarize briefly the impact and benefits of the project (e.g.: facilitation of
market integration, elimination of isolated markets, contribution to security of supply
and/or sustainability etc.).
The construction of this new overhead line is essential for the connection of the 1GW Nemo
interconnector to the UK Grid.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………….

1.5. Planned date of commissioning (year)
2018
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………

1.6. Current implementation status
Pre-feasibility
Feasibility/FEED
Final Investment Decision (FID)
Permitting
Construction
Commissioning
Please explain shortly the current status of implementation.
2

Works are progressing to enable the Development Consent Order application to be
submitted in Q3 2015.
Feasibility studies to support the selection of a preferred route are ongoing, with the studies
expected to conclude in Q2 2014.
Environmental surveys have commenced to support the production of the Environmental
Impact assessment.
Land and access negotiations are ongoing.

1.7. Are there any interdependencies and/or complementarities with other PCIs that have
or might have impact on the implementation plan of the project? If yes, please explain.
1.1.1. Interconnection between Zeebrugge (BE) and the vicinity of Richborough (UK)

2. Timeline of the implementation plan
2.1. Estimative timeline for the completion of feasibility and design studies for the project
Project stage
Pre-feasibility study
Feasibility study
Front
End
Engineering Design
study

Start date
Complete
Q2 2013
Q3 2014

(Expected) end date
Complete
Q2 2014
Q3 2015

2.2. Estimative timeline for obtaining the approval by the national regulatory authority
and the Final Investment Decision
Project stage

Date of request

(Expected) date of
decision
Approval by the NRA N/A (Local enabling N/A
works)
CBCA
(where N/A
N/A
applicable)
Exemption
N/A
N/A
request/decision
(where applicable)
Final
investment Q4 2014
Q4 2014
decision

3

2.3. Estimative permit granting schedule1
Individual stages of Issuing authority
the permit granting
procedure
Development
UK Planning
Consent Order
Inspectorate.

Date of request

(Expected) date of
decision

Q3 2015

Q1 2016

2.4. Estimative timeline for construction and commissioning
Activities
Construction
Commissioning

(Expected) start date
Q2 2016
Q2 2018

(Expected) end date
Q2 2018
Q3 2018

1

This schedule should be in line with the permit granting scheduled required by Article 10 4(b), where available. According to this Article, a
permit granting schedule will have to be drawn up by the competent authority in close cooperation with the project promoter and other
authorities concerned.

4
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3/18 Eagle Wing
Temple Quay House
2 The Square
Bristol, BS1 6PN

Customer Services: 0303 444 5000
e-mail: enquiries@infrastructure.gsi.gov.uk

Emer McDonnell
National Grid
By e-mail only

Our Ref: EN020017
Date: 14 January 2015

Dear Ms McDonnell
Request of modifications to the Concept for Public Participation
Article 9(3) of the Regulation on guidelines for trans-European energy
infrastructure EU 347/2013 (the TEN-E Regulation)
Internal line between the vicinity of Richborough and Canterbury (UK)
Richborough Connection Project
On 16 December 2014 the Planning Inspectorate received National Grid’s Concept for
Public Participation (CfPP) for the Richborough Connection Project. In accordance with
the TEN-E Regulation and the delegation of National Competent Authority tasks to the
Planning Inspectorate, the Planning Inspectorate has reviewed the CfPP.
It is noted that National Grid has combined the CfPP required in accordance with the
TEN-E Regulation, and the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) in
accordance with the Planning Act 2008 as amended (hereafter referred to as the
‘statement’).
In accordance with Article 9(3) of the TEN-E Regulation, the Planning Inspectorate
requests the following modifications to the statement.
Whilst some of the following items are not specifically referenced in Annex VI.4 of the
TEN-E Regulation regarding the CfPP, they relate to the proposed consultation, and
paragraph 4.26 of the Manual of Procedures (in referring to the CfPP) makes reference
to subsections (3) and (5) of the Annex, therefore they are considered to be relevant:
-

It is not expressly stated how the ‘general public and their associations’,
including those outside of the 1km consultation zone, will be made aware of the
consultation and the proposal. This should be clarified within the statement
(Annex VI.3(a) and 4(a) of the TEN-E Regulation and paragraph 39 of the DCLG
Guidance on the Pre-application Process).

www.planningportal.gov.uk/infrastructure

-

It would be helpful if the statement could explain how the requirements in
Annex VI.5 will be met:
o

o

-

currently no reference is made to the ‘information leaflet’ required by this
Annex, including what information it will contain and where/how can it be
viewed (Annex VI.5(a)).
the statement does not clearly state if relevant affected stakeholders will
be invited, in written form, to dedicated meetings where concerns shall
be discussed (Annex VI.5(c)).

The statement reveals that consultation will be undertaken between 10
February and 27 March 2015, however it should be clearly stated that all
consultation responses should be received by the deadline of 27 March 2015
(Annex VI.3(c)).

It would be helpful if National Grid could clarify, either within the statement or in
writing separately, if the ‘exhibitions’ described within the statement are considered
as the ‘dedicated meetings’ under Annex VI.4(b) and VI.5(c))?
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Yours sincerely

Kathryn Dunne
Kathryn Dunne
Infrastructure Planning Lead

Advice may be given about applying for an order granting development consent or making representations about an
application (or a proposed application). This communication does not however constitute legal advice upon which you can
rely and you should obtain your own legal advice and professional advice as required.
A record of the advice which is provided will be recorded on the Planning Inspectorate website together with the name of the
person or organisation who asked for the advice. The privacy of any other personal information will be protected in
accordance with our Information Charter which you should view before sending information to the Planning Inspectorate.

www.planningportal.gov.uk/infrastructure

Community Relations Team
FREEPOST RICHBCONNECTION

Freephone: 0800 157 7878
E: richboroughconnection@communitycomms.co.uk
www.richboroughconnection.co.uk

Kathryn Dunne
Infrastructure Planning Lead
Major Applications & Plans,
The Planning Inspectorate,
Temple Quay House,
Temple Quay,
Bristol
BS1 6PN

28 January 2015
Dear Ms Dunne,
Richborough Connection Project
Article 9(3) of the TEN-E Regulation
Final Concept for Public Participation
Thank you for your recent comments on the draft Concept for Public Participation (CfPP) prepared for the Richborough
Connection Project. Please find enclosed a copy of the final CfPP along with a version showing the changes made to the
draft statement.
We have taken your comments into consideration and where possible have updated the CfPP. We have also enclosed a
table with our response to each comment made and any updates made to the CfPP.
As previously notified the requirements for the CfPP are similar in principle to the requirements for the preparation of a
Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) under section 47 of the Planning Act 2008. Therefore the attached
document contains the information required for both a SoCC and CfPP but is referred to as a SoCC due to the need to
consult with the relevant local authorities on the draft SoCC and duty to publicise.
The attached CfPP therefore also contains minor updates made as a result of comments received from the Local
Authorities under section 47 of the Planning Act in parallel to the Planning Inspectorate under Article 9(3) of the TEN-E
Regulation. The updated version also includes minor changes made by National Grid to ensure consistency across
documents. As requested, all changes to the draft statement are also shown in the track-changed version enclosed.
National Grid plans to hold the consultation outlined in the CfPP from 10 February 2015 to 27 March 2015. Should you
have any further queries on the contents of the attached documents please contact me at any time.
Your sincerely,

Emer McDonnell
Senior Consents Officer
Richborough Connection Project

Securing our energy supply for future generations.

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc
Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH
Registered in England and Wales, No 2366977

Community Relations Team
FREEPOST RICHBCONNECTION

Freephone: 0800 157 7878
E: richboroughconnection@communitycomms.co.uk
www.richboroughconnection.co.uk

Enclosed:




Table detailing comments from PINS on draft Concept for Public Participation
Final Concept for Public Participation
Track-changed version of Final Concept of Public Participation

Securing our energy supply for future generations.

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc
Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH
Registered in England and Wales, No 2366977

Community Relations Team
FREEPOST RICHBCONNECTION

Freephone: 0800 157 7878
E: richboroughconnection@communitycomms.co.uk
www.richboroughconnection.co.uk

Comments from the Planning Inspectorate on the Draft Concept for Public Participation
Planning Inspectorate Comment
On 16 December 2014 the Planning Inspectorate received National Grid’s Concept
for Public Participation (CfPP) for the Richborough Connection Project. In
accordance with the TEN-E Regulation and the delegation of National Competent
Authority tasks to the Planning Inspectorate, the Planning Inspectorate has reviewed
the CfPP.
It is noted that National Grid has combined the CfPP required in accordance with the
TEN-E Regulation, and the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) in
accordance with the Planning Act 2008 as amended (hereafter referred to as the
‘statement’).
In accordance with Article 9(3) of the TEN-E Regulation, the Planning Inspectorate
requests the following modifications to the statement.

Whilst some of the following items are not specifically referenced in Annex VI.4 of the
TEN-E Regulation regarding the CfPP, they relate to the proposed consultation, and
paragraph 4.26 of the Manual of Procedures (in referring to the CfPP) makes
reference to subsections (3) and (5) of the Annex, therefore they are considered to
be relevant:
It is not expressly stated how the ‘general public and their associations’, including
those outside of the 1km consultation zone, will be made aware of the consultation
and the proposal. This should be clarified within the statement (Annex VI.3(a) and
4(a) of the TEN-E Regulation and paragraph 39 of the DCLG Guidance on the Preapplication Process).
It would be helpful if the statement could explain how the requirements in Annex VI.5
will be met:
Currently no reference is made to the ‘information leaflet’ required by this Annex,
including what information it will contain and where/how can it be viewed (Annex
VI.5(a)).

Securing our energy supply for future generations.

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc
Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH
Registered in England and Wales, No 2366977

National Grid Response
N/A

N/A

The requested changes have all been made and are contained in the final version of
the statement. It should be noted that the statement has also been updated following
receipt of comments from Local Authorities in accordance with Section 47 (5) of the
Planning Act 2008.
N/A

The text has been updated to make it clear that those outside the consultation zone
will be made aware of the project and can participate. Awareness raising will be
through posters, social media, website and local media. See paragraph 4 in the
section entitled: "Who will we be consulting with?" and the section on media and
advertising.
See below.
The text has been altered to make it clear that the "Overview Report" referred to in
the statement is intended to fulfil the requirements of the "information leaflet" and
how the overview report will be made available at events, inspection copy locations

Community Relations Team
FREEPOST RICHBCONNECTION

Freephone: 0800 157 7878
E: richboroughconnection@communitycomms.co.uk
www.richboroughconnection.co.uk

The statement does not clearly state if relevant affected stakeholders will be invited,
in written form, to dedicated meetings where concerns shall be discussed (Annex
VI.5(c)).
The statement reveals that consultation will be undertaken between 10 February and
27 March 2015, however it should be clearly stated that all consultation responses
should be received by the deadline of 27 March 2015 (Annex VI.3(c)).
It would be helpful if National Grid could clarify, either within the statement or in
writing separately, if the ‘exhibitions’ described within the statement are considered
as the ‘dedicated meetings’ under Annex VI.4(b) and VI.5(c))?

Securing our energy supply for future generations.

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc
Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH
Registered in England and Wales, No 2366977

and on the project website. As discussed we have added the following text: "It
should be noted that the TEN-E Regulation states that the information leaflet should
be no more than 15 pages however it is considered that given the amount of
information required and the nature of the project (i.e. linear infrastructure) that this is
not appropriate. This has been discussed and agreed with the Planning
Inspectorate." See paragraph 2 in the section entitled: "Technical documents, plans
and overview report"
All affected stakeholders will be invited to the public exhibitions/ events as outlined in
the statement. Other specific meetings with stakeholders will also be on-going
throughout the pre-application period. Text has been added to the "Methods of
engaging and consulting" section under a new heading "Meetings".
Additional text added to make this clear in the "When will we undertake section 47
consultation?" section.
The exhibitions/ events described in the statement are considered to be "dedicated
meetings" under Annex VI.4(b) and VI.5. Please see footnote added to the section of
the statement “public events”. However it should be noted that National Grid is also
undertaking on-going meetings with landowners, some prescribed consultees and
other groups which could also be considered "dedicated meetings" as per the
additional text referred to above.

Contact us
Visit our project website:
www.richboroughconnection.co.uk
Send an email to:
richboroughconnection@communitycomms.co.uk
Write to our freepost address at:
FREEPOST RICHBCONNECTION
Call our freephone number:
0800 157 7878
Follow us on Twitter:
@NGRichborough

