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Policy Summary
This Policy sets out Major Pollution Prevention legislation aimed at reducing the
environmental risk of a major spillage causing damage to land, watercourses and
ground waters; together with the organisational responsibilities and policy
requirements
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1.0

INTRODUCTION

1.1

The Electricity Distribution Network assets pose a pollution risk to the environment.
Legislation requires the implementation of control measures to minimise these risks and
ensure that pollution incidents are dealt with appropriately and responsibly.
This policy sets out the major pieces of legislation, the organisational responsibilities to
ensure compliance and appropriate management and control of the pollution risks to the
environment. This includes signposts to other relevant documents.

2.0

LEGISLATION OVERVIEW

2.1

The Control of Pollution Act 1974,
Part II sets out the requirements for discharge consents and the control of polluting
substances and effluents entering controlled waters. Section 46 deals with the
enforcement agency’s ability to request remediation and restoration of environmental
features damaged as a result of discharges.

2.2

The Environmental Protection Act 1990
Part IIA of the EPA 1990 deals with contaminated land. This may affect land in WPD’s
portfolio which has been contaminated by historic activity as well as contamination
caused by WPD assets or activities.

2.3

The Water Resources Act 1991,
This legislation includes further details on offences relating to the pollution of controlled
waters and discharge consents, setting out obligations that can be placed on the operator
to put precautionary measures in place. It also introduces water protection zones and the
ability for the regulator to issue anti-pollution works notices.

2.4

The Control of Pollution (Oil Storage) (England) Regulations 2001 put in place
requirements relating to the storage of any kind of oil, including petrol, in any container
with a capacity of 200 litres or more. The regulations do not apply to the storage of oil in
any container which is situated in a building, is wholly underground or is inside
transformers and switchgear on the WPD network, this oil is classed as being in use
rather than stored.
Whilst the act only applies to England, WPD apply the same policy measures, to all it’s
operations in South Wales.

2.5

The Environmental Damage (Prevention and Remediation) Regulations 2009 include
provisions relating to the environmental damage of controlled waters, including
groundwater.
Under Regulation 15 an ‘enforcing authority’ (Environment Agency (EA), Natural
Resources Wales or local authority) has the power to take enforcement action and
undertake work itself to prevent the pollution if a risk it is deemed likely or actual
environmental damage (pollution) has already occurred. The Regulations (Regs 13 and
14) also place a duty on the ‘operator’ (in this case WPD) to undertake immediate
preventative actions and / or remediation in the event or likelihood of ‘environmental
damage’ occurring.
In the event of a pollution incident, penalties include imprisonment of up to two years
and an unlimited fine. The Environmental Damage (Prevention and Remediation)
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Regulations 2009 are a ‘backstop’, only applying when something has gone wrong and
there is an imminent threat or actual environmental damage within the scope of the
Regulations. The emphasis for WPD is on proactively putting in place appropriate
pollution prevention measures to reduce risks to the environment.
2.6

The Fluorinated Greenhouse Gases Regulations 2009
These Regulations govern the management of fluorinated greenhouse gases and sets out
requirements for the leak testing, top up and capture of these gases. It also defines
competence and training requirements for staff involved in the maintenance of equipment
filled with fluorinated gases. This affects WPD network assets filled with SF6 and depot
air conditioning units.

2.7

The Environmental Civil Sanctions (England) order 2010 has given the Regulatory
Authorities new powers to impose monetary fines, a range of enforcement notices,
including an immediate stop notice, and a number of sanctions. The Environment Agency
have been able to use these powers since 2010 to ensure polluters take responsibility for
any environmental damage caused by their actions. Fines may range up to £250 000.

3.0

POTENTIAL POLLUTION SOURCES
All WPD activities which have the potential to cause pollution have been captured in the
central Aspects and Impacts register maintained by the Environment Team.
This register contains activities together with relevant legislation governing these areas. It
also shows the WPD Policies and STs documenting the applicable control measures to be
implemented in order to comply with legislation, minimise the impact of any pollution
caused and follow best practice pollution prevention guidance.
Each aspect is assessed on a number of criteria to identify those which pose an increased
significant risk to the environment; these will require more stringent control measures
and provide areas for environmental performance improvement. Individual STs cover the
prevention of pollution for a number of those aspects identified as having an increased
significant risk, specifically Substations and Depots, Fluid Filled Cables, Pole Storage,
Waste and Incident Response and Reporting. The register is reviewed twice yearly with
applicable legislation and policies updated.

4.0

RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES
Network Services Managers must make sure that sufficient resources are in place to
ensure compliance with legislation and company policies on Pollution Prevention.
Distribution Managers - for operational sites and network activities - and Nominated Site
Owners for non-operational sites are responsible for:
•

Compliance with legislation and company policies on pollution prevention

•

Ensuring policy requirements for pollution prevention detailed in the supporting STs are
briefed out to appropriate staff and contractors and are implemented as specified.

•

Assisting with investigations of serious pollution incidents where the Regulatory
Authorities are involved
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•

The maintenance of an Environmental Management Plan at depot sites which captures
environmental risk and control measures

•

Liaising with the Environment Team to identify activities which have the potential to
cause pollution and develop appropriate control measures.

•

Verifying that control measures are implemented as per the STs and adhered to

•

Carrying out depot and substation inspections to identify any areas of non-compliance
and rectifying these.

•

Implementing 6 monthly depot environmental monitoring inspections to establish a
record of compliance

•

Reporting and responding to all pollution incidents on their depot in accordance with
ST:EN2A and assisting with any incident investigations.

•

Facilitating the internal environmental audit programme carried out by the Environment
Team to monitor compliance with legislation and company policies.

5.0

ACTION IN THE EVENT OF POSSIBLE POLLUTION INCIDENT

5.1

Having regard to Distribution Safety Rules and, if it is safe to do so, attempts shall be
made to contain a spillage, e.g. by use of oil spill kits or by ad hoc measures. See
ST:EN2A on use of spill kits and reporting requirements.

5.2

The Environment Agency/ Natural Resources Wales shall be advised of all incidents as
per ST:EN2A on their 24 hr emergency telephone number 0800 807060.

5.3

All Incidents must be reported on the internal CROWN reporting system

5.4

When requested by Environment Agency/ Natural Resources Wales, or where it is clear
that contractors are needed to contain or clear up any spill, one of the WPD approved oil
spill contractors, listed in ST:EN2A, shall be called out. (These quote response times to
any location in WPD within 2 hours on 24 hour 365 day basis (3 hours within Midlands
area).

6.0

ACTION FOLLOWING CONTAMINATION OF LAND / WATER

6.1

Where significant contamination of ground or water has occurred and environmentally
sensitive receptors could be at risk from pollutants, further investigation beyond
immediate clean-up is required. Samples should be taken at the initial clean up stage,
which will determine any further action required.

6.2

Standard Technique ST: EN2B and associated Environmental Guidance Note 6 detailing
the process for management of contaminated land should be followed. A decision on
what type of contaminated land investigation is required should be made jointly by the
Project Manager dealing with the incident, the Team or Distribution Manager depending
on severity of the incident, and the Environment Team. Advice on the severity of
potential impact on sensitive receptors will also be provided by the specialist contractor
assessing the incident to feed into an accurate assessment of the residual risk from
pollutants.
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APPENDIX A
SUPERSEDED DOCUMENTATION
This Policy supersedes POL:EN2/4 issued January 2013 which shall now be withdrawn.

APPENDIX B
ASSOCIATED DOCUMENTATION
The Control of Pollution Act, the Water Resources Act,
ST:EN2A - Oil Spill Prevention and Containment Action
ST:EN2B – Contaminated Land
ST:EN2C– Pollution Prevention at depots and Non operational sites
ST:EN2D – Pollution Prevention at Substations
ST:EN2E – Fluid Filled Cables
ST:EN2F – Pole Storage
The Environmental Damage (Prevention and Remediation) Regulations 2009

APPENDIX C
IMPACT ON COMPANY POLICY
This policy has been updated to reflect the separation of policy topics and capture environmental
responsibilities relating to Pollution Prevention.

APPENDIX D
IMPLEMENTATION DATE
This document shall be implemented with immediate effect.

APPENDIX H
KEY WORDS
Pollution, prevention, oil, storage, legislation, contaminated land, responsibilities, incidents,
environment, Environment Agency, Natural Resources Wales.
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