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1

Introduction

1.1.1

In May 2015 Western Power Distribution (South Wales) Plc (the Applicant)
submitted an application under Section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (the Act) for
the proposed Brechfa Forest Connection Project.

1.1.2

The application, as submitted, is for the installation of a 132,000 volt (132kV)
electricity connection located in Carmarthenshire, Wales. It comprises a
combination of approximately 25.3km of above ground overhead lines and
approximately 3.3km of 132kV below ground cable, with a total length of 28.6km.

1.1.3

This document provides information to support the Applicant’s request that the
Examining Authority consider an additional length of undergrounding south of the
River Towy as an alternative to the scheme as submitted. Presently it is proposed
to have an overhead line (OHL) strung between poles 84 to 86. The alternative is
to extend the total length of the connection to be undergrounded by approximately
260m from the point at which it presently transitions to OHL (pole 86). The
alternative would remove the requirement for poles 85 and 86 with the position of
pole 84 amended.

1.1.4

The Applicant considers that should such an amendment be made it would not be
a material change.

1.1.5

The Applicant considers that the additional undergrounding is neither necessary
nor justified. However, it presents this amendment in response to consultation
with Carmarthenshire County Council (CCC) and Natural Resources Wales
(NRW). The Applicant does appreciate that in this very specific location the issue
is one of judgement. The Applicant therefore considers the Examining Authority
should have the option to include CCC/NRW’s preferred position of
undergrounding a further 260 metres of line in the alternative to the current
proposed development.

1.1.6

The Applicant notified the Examining Authority of its intention to request a change
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to the application as submitted on 9 November 2015. This was followed on
17 November 2015 by a letter clarifying the steps that it proposes to take to apply
for the alternative. The Examining Authority issued a procedural decision on
7 December 2015. It advised the following:


consult all those persons prescribed in the Planning Act 2008 under section 42
(1)(a) to (d) who may be affected by the proposed change (giving a minimum
of 28 days for receipt of responses from those persons from the first
publication).



place notices in newspapers prior to ‘Step 4’ for two weeks (See para 8.3 of
the Applicant’s 19 November ‘Note’ and Regulation 17(3)(c) of the
Infrastructure Planning EIA Regulations).

1.1.7

When requesting a change to a submitted application an Applicant should also
follow the guidance contained within the Planning Inspectorate’s ‘Advice Note
Sixteen: How to request change which may be material’. This Advice Note
provides, at Figure 2, a list of information to include in a request and Table 1 below
sets out the information to be provided and the location of where it can be found.

Table 1– Information to be provided
Information

Document

a) A clear description of the proposed change,
including any new/altered works and any
new/altered ancillary matters.

This document, Chapter
2

b) A statement setting out the rationale and
pressing need for making the change with
reference to Examination Guidance on
examinations of applications for
development consent, National Policy
Statement as appropriate and any other
important and relevant matters.

This document, Chapter
3

c) A full schedule of all application documents
and plans listing consequential revisions to
each document and plan or a “no change”

Appendix 1 to this
document. Updated
Consents and Licenses
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annotation. The schedule should include an
update of any consents/licences required
and whether (given the proposed change to
the application) there will be any
impediment to securing the
consents/licences before the examination is
concluded.

document submitted as
Appendix 2 to this
document.

d) A track changed version of the draft DCO
showing each proposed change, and a track
changed revised explanatory memorandum.
If drafting changes have been made to the
draft DCO during the course of the
examination, applicants should check with
the ExA which version of the draft DCO and
explanatory memorandum should be used
for this purpose.

Draft DCO Document
reference Vol 09.31
Revised Explanatory
Memorandum reference
Vol 09.32

e) If the proposed change involves changes to
the Order land, confirmation that the
Infrastructure Planning (Compulsory
Acquisition) Regulations 2010 (the CA
Regulations) are not engaged including if
appropriate a copy of the consent obtained
from persons with an interest in the
additional land. If the CA Regulations are
engaged applicants must provide the
information prescribed by Regulation 5 of
the CA Regulations10 and should clarify
how it is considered that the procedural
requirements of the CA Regulations can be
met within the statutory examination period.

Confirmation that Order
land will not change is
provided within this
document, Chapter 2.

f) If the proposed change results in any new
likely significant environmental effects,
provision of other environmental
information and confirmation that:
i.
the effects have been adequately
assessed and that the environmental
information has been subject to
publicity. Whilst not statutorily
required, the publicity should reflect
the requirements of Regulations 17(3)
(a) to (e) of the Infrastructure
Planning (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2009 (the
EIA Regulations) and applicants

Environmental
Statement Addendum
Document reference
Vol 09.29 and the
Consultation Statement
Addendum Document
reference Vol 09.38
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ii.

should also submit copies of any
representations received in response
to this publicity with the change
request.
ii. any consultation bodies who might
have an interest in the proposed
changes have been consulted
(reflecting the requirements of
Regulation 17 (3) (g) and (h) of the
EIA regulations). It is recommended
that applicants submit copies of any
responses received from
consultation bodies with the change
request. NB. applicants should
identify those consultation bodies
who were consulted on the proposed
changes but NOT on the original
application.

g) Where (proportionate) additional nonstatutory consultation has been carried out
(either voluntarily or at the direction of the
ExA) a consultation statement confirming
who has been consulted in relation to the
proposed change should be submitted.
Copies of any consultation responses
received by the applicant should also be
included with any request, as an Annex.

1.1.8

Consultation Statement
Addendum Document
reference Vol 09.38

In addition to the above, the Applicant has screened the change for its potential to
give rise to significant effects upon the Afon Tywi SAC. The results of the
screening exercise are contained within Vol 09.30.
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2

A description of the proposed change

2.1

Description of proposed change

2.1.1

The submitted layout is as shown on works plan section A [APP-007] map 7 of 7.
This shows the section of OHL proposed south of the River Towy terminating at
pole 86, in a field south of the B4300. North of this position the connection would
head in a northerly direction underground across the Towy Valley until it reemerges south of Cwmgwili at pole 87.

2.1.2

The alternative layout is shown on the plans submitted with this document as Vol
09.34 and 35. It would involve the removal of poles 85 and 86 from the project.
The location of pole 84 would be moved from its position to the north of the byway
open to all traffic (BOAT) and be repositioned to the south of the BOAT. The newly
located pole 84 would become a terminal pole (transition between the overhead
line and the underground section) and would consist of a four-pole arrangement.
The underground section would be extended south by approximately 260 metres
to connect with a repositioned pole 84.

2.1.3

The undergrounding would take place within the existing Order limits and it would
cross underneath the BOAT. The extension of the underground line would be
installed using open cut methods. These methods are set out within the
Construction Management Strategy Chapter 13 (APP-125). No further
engineering changes are required and it can be confirmed that the reception pit for
the horizontal directional drill under the River Towy will remain in the location
shown at submission.

2.2

Confirmation with regard to the requirement for no additional
land

2.2.1

As required by Advice Note Sixteen, Figure 2 step (e), the Applicant can confirm
that no additional land is required to accommodate the alternative and that no
change to the Classes within the Book of Reference is necessary, the land
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affected remaining within Class 1.
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3

Rationale and compliance with National Policy

3.1

Rationale for the Alternative

3.1.1

In their post submission responses CCC [REP1-025] and NRW [RR-021] identified
an impact upon the landscape of the Towy Valley Special Landscape Area (SLA)
and the Towy Valley registered landscape of outstanding historic interest as a
result of the Applicant’s proposal to erect the three OHL poles, 84, 85 and 86.

3.1.2

On 22 October 2015 NRW (by email) proposed that there be a small alteration to
the positioning of a terminal pole arrangement and consequentially a short
extension of the section of cable which is proposed to be placed underground
within Section A of the project. This email was received after the preliminary
meeting on 06 October 2015.

3.1.3

The result of the suggested alteration would be an additional section of
approximately 260m of overhead line being placed underground. This change
would remove the need for pole numbers 85 and 86 and a change in the
positioning of pole 84 which would also become a terminal pole.

3.1.4

NRW and CCC consider that the change is necessary to mitigate the impact of the
overhead lines on a small part of the Towy Valley SLA. Both NRW and CCC
consider that the Applicant has under-assessed the likely impact on the
designated landscape but that the adverse landscape and visual impacts that they
have identified could be avoided by means of a short southern extension to the
section of route proposed for undergrounding.

3.1.5

The Applicant rejects the contention that it has under-assessed the likely impact
on the designated landscape and firmly considers that the additional
undergrounding is not necessary or justified. However, given the minor nature of
the change and, because it is the only element of further mitigation suggested as
appropriate by CCC and NRW, the Applicant is prepared to include the alternative
undergrounding in the application as an alternative to the project as submitted.
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3.2

National Policy Statement

3.2.1

The National Policy Statement for Electricity Networks Infrastructure (NPS EN-5)
provides advice on the mitigation of potentially significant landscape and visual
impacts arising from overhead lines. At paragraph 2.8.2 it recognises that such
infrastructure (including the use of wooden poles) can give rise to adverse
landscape and visual impacts dependent upon scale, siting, degree of screening
and the nature of the landscape and local environment through which it is routed.

3.2.2

Often such impacts can be mitigated and NPS EN-5 recognises that in addition to
mitigation measures listed at 2.8.10 and 2.8.11, undergrounding can form
mitigation where an otherwise serious landscape or visual effect may arise.

3.2.3

The Applicant considers that the submitted application is fully compliant with the
provisions of NPS EN-5 in that it proposes to underground those sections of the
overhead line necessary to mitigate serious landscape or visual effects.

3.2.4

Notwithstanding the Applicant’s consideration however CCC and NRW are both of
the opinion that the proposed OHL between poles 84 to 86 would also give rise to
a serious landscape effect upon the Towy Valley which is allocated within the
Carmarthenshire Local Plan as an SLA (CCC LDP Policy EQ6 Special Landscape
Areas). Should the Examining Authority be minded to agree with NRW and CCC
and consider the effects arising from the OHL as proposed upon the Towy Valley
be so serious to warrant mitigation, then in the opinion of the Applicant such
mitigation would be integral to the project and as such can form part of the
Development Consent Order (DCO).

3.2.5

The Applicant has already provided opinion on the integral nature of
undergrounding within the context of the application as submitted [see REP3-045
Appendix 10].
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Environmental and archaeological consequences
3.2.6

NPS EN-5 provides further guidance on the consideration of undergrounding as
appropriate mitigation for landscape or visual effects. At paragraph 2.8.9 it
recognises that undergrounding by itself can lead to significant environmental
effects and that in addition to cost, consideration should be given to the
environmental effects and archaeological consequences of undergrounding.

3.2.7

The Applicant has therefore undertaken an environmental assessment of the
consequences should the alternative undergrounding be adopted.

3.2.8

The results of the assessment are reported within the Addendum to the
Environmental Statement (Vol 09.29). The Addendum assesses the potential for
significant landscape and visual, historic (archaeological), ecological, recreational
and other effects arising from the undergrounding between poles 84 to 86 as
submitted. It concludes that there would be no significant environmental effects.
Mitigation, in the form of adherence to the submitted Construction Environmental
Management Plan and the Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI), is however
recommended to ensure that best practice is followed in connection with the
excavations. A disturbance licence for badgers may also be required and the
Applicant has no reason to believe that such a licence would not be forthcoming.

3.2.9

The River Towy is a Special Area of Conservation (Afon Twyi SAC). The
Applicant has considered the potential for significant effects to arise as a result of
the alternative to underground between poles 84 to 86 within the HRA NSER
Screening Report (Vol 09.30). It has concluded that such effects can be screened
from further assessment. This is because the proposed works would be 0.3km
from the boundary of the SAC (separated by the B4300) and the areas are not
hydrologically linked. Natural Resources Wales agrees with this conclusion
Costs of undergrounding

3.2.10

NPS EN-5 also requires that when assessing the appropriateness of
undergrounding as mitigation the additional cost over OHL should be considered.
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The Applicant has undertaken an assessment of the likely costs of undergrounding
relative to the project as a whole. A study commissioned from Balfour Beatty
concluded that an average cost per km of £986,000 [REP1-046] would be
appropriate for the project. This would equate to a cost of approximately £266,220
for the alternative in comparison to a cost of approximately £40,500 for the OHL
proposal as submitted. The Applicant is of the opinion that whilst the cost
differential is significant, it is able to accommodate the costs when set against the
overall costs of the project.

3.3
3.3.1

Consultation
The Applicant carried out non-statutory consultation in relation to the alternative
option over a 28-day period running from Friday, 8 January 2016 to midnight on
Friday, 5 February 2016.

3.3.2

In total, 93 statutory consultees, eight persons with an interest in land (PILs), and
seven community councils were consulted.

3.3.3

A total of 11 responses were received, eight from statutory consultees, two from
community councils and one from the local planning authority.

3.3.4

WPD has reviewed all responses received and is of the view that no new
information has come to light which would cause it to change the route of the
connection immediately south of the River Towy or which suggests that
undergrounding for the additional 260m would be inappropriate.

3.3.5

Details are set out in the Consultation Statement (Vol 09.38).

3.4

Conclusion

3.4.1

The alternative can only be considered appropriate if it is deemed necessary to
mitigate the effects to the landscape of the Towy Valley should poles 84 to 86 be
erected as per the submitted application. If considered to be necessary mitigation,
then the alternative is integral to the project and as such can form part of the DCO.
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3.4.2

There are no significant environmental effects that would arise as a consequence
of the undergrounding and the costs are not so substantial as to place significant
financial constraints on the project. No objections to the alternative have been
received following consultation.
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4

Conclusion

4.1.1

This statement has been prepared in response to the advice issued by the
Examining Authority on the matter of requesting changes to a submitted scheme.

4.1.2

As such this statement provides information on the rationale and nature of the
change, as well as signposting the location of other relevant documentation.

4.1.3

The Applicant does not agree that the additional undergrounding is necessary or
justified. It considers that the scheme as submitted has been properly assessed
and that it is fully acceptable in visual and landscape terms. Where serious effects
may otherwise occur these are mitigated by undergrounding in accordance with
the provisions of NPS EN-5.

4.1.4

However, the Applicant appreciates that in this very specific location the issue is
one of judgement. The Applicant therefore considers the Examining Authority
should have the option to include CCC and NRW’s preferred position of
undergrounding a further 260 metres of line in the alternative to the current
proposed development.

4.1.5

If it is concluded that the alternative undergrounding between poles 84 to 86 be
considered necessary as mitigation for landscape impacts upon the Towy Valley
SLA then it is unlikely that there would be resulting significant environmental
effects, including impacts upon the Afon Twyi SAC. In addition, whilst the costs
are considerably greater for undergrounding as opposed to overhead, the costs as
a result of this alternative are unlikely to affect significantly the costs of the project
overall. No objections to the alternative have been received as a result of
consultation.
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Schedule of Application Documents and Plans Listing Consequential Revisions
Document

Revision

Plans

APP-006 Vol_02.1 Works Plans: Overall
Location Plan and Master Key to Sections
Plan

No change

APP-007 Vol_02.1 Works Plans: Section A

Sheet 7: Removal of poles 85 and 86;
amendment of pole 84 to show terminal pole;
amendment to show further undergrounding
(BFC_Vol_09.34)

APP-008 Vol_02.1 Works Plans: Section B

Sheet 1: Removal of poles 85 and 86;
amendment to show further undergrounding
(BFC_Vol_09.34)

APP-009 Vol_02.1 Works Plans: Section C

No change

APP-139 Vol_02.2A Land Affected and Land
Plans: Overall Location Plan and Master Key
to Sections Plan

No change

APP-136 Vol_02.2B Land Affected and Land
Plans: Section A

No change

APP-137 Vol_02.2A Land Affected and Land
Plans: Section B

No change

APP-138 Vol_02.2A Land Affected and Land
Plans: Section C

No change

APP014 Vol_02.3 Access and Public Rights
of Way Plans: Overall Location Plan and
Master Key to Sections Plan

No change

APP015 Vol_02.3 Access and Public Rights
of Way Plans: Section A

No Change

APP016 Vol_02.3 Access and Public Rights
of Way Plans: Section B

No change

APP017 Vol_02.3 Access and Public Rights
of Way Plans: Section C

No change

APP018 Vol_02.4 Environmental Features
Plans: Overall Location Plan and Master Key
to Sections Plan

No change

APP019 Vol_02.4 Environmental Features

No change

Plans: Section A
Document

Revision

APP020 Vol_02.4 Environmental Features
Plans: Section B

No change

APP021 Vol_02.4 Environmental Features
Plans: Section C

No change

APP022 Vol_02.5 Heritage Designations
Plans: Overall Location Plan and Master Key
to Sections Plan

No change

APP023 Vol_02.5 Heritage Designations
Plans: Section A

No change

APP024 Vol_02.5 Heritage Designations
Plans: Section B

No change

APP-025 Vol_02.5 Heritage Designations
Plans: Section C

No change

APP-026 Vol_02.6 Special Category Land
Plans and Crown Land Plans: Overall
Location Plan and Master Key to Sections
Plan

No change

APP-027 Vol_02.6 Special Category Land
Plans and Crown Land Plans: Section B

No change

APP-028 Vol_02.6 Special Category Land
Plans and Crown Land Plans: Section C

No change

APP-029 Vol_02.7 132kV Overhead Line
Wood Pole Outline

No change

APP-030 Vol_02.7 132kV Overhead Line
Work no.1 Profiles

Sheet 8: Remove poles 85-86; amend pole
84 to show it is a terminal pole
(BFC_Vol_09.37)

APP-031 Vol_02.7 132kV Overhead Line
Work no.3 Profiles

No change

APP-032 Vol_02.7 132kV Underground
Cable Work no.2 Design Drawings

No change

APP-033 Vol_02.7 Design Drawings Brechfa
Forest Satellite Construction Compound

No change

APP034 Vol_02.7 Key Plan for Detailed

No change

Design Drawings
Document

Revision

APP035 Vol_02.8 Trees and Hedges with
the Potential to be Affected Plans: Overall
Location Plan and Master Key to Sections
Plan

No change

APP036 Vol_02.8 Trees and Hedges with
the Potential to be Affected Plans: Section A

Sheet 7: Amended to identify important
hedgerows with the potential to be affected
(BFC_Vol_09.39)

APP-037 Vol_02.8 Trees and Hedges with
the Potential to be Affected Plans: Section B

No change

APP-038 Vol_02.8 Trees and Hedges with
the Potential to be Affected Plans: Section C

No change

REP3-036 Vol_02.9 Deviation Plans

No change

DCO
Vol_03.1D Draft Development Consent Order Amended to reflect changes incurred by
(Clean and tracked)
further undergrounding (BFC_Vol_09.31)
APP-040 Vol_03.2 Draft Explanatory
Memorandum

Amended to reflect changes to DCO
(BFC_Vol_09.32)

Compulsory Acquisition Information
APP-139, APP-140 Vol_04.1A Statement of
Reasons (Clean and tracked)

Amend paragraph 5 to reflect change in
terminal pole location and effect this will have
on distance of overhead line in Section A and
underground line in total. (BFC_Vol_09.33)

APP-042 Vol_04.2 Funding Statement

No change

Book of Reference
REP2-029 Vol_04.3B Book of Reference
Part 1 and REP2-028 (tracked)

No change

REP2-029 Vol_04.3B Book of Reference
Part 2 and REP2028 (tracked)

No change

Reports and Statements
APP-044 to APP-0.51 Vol_05.1 Consultation
Report

No Change

APP-052 Vol_05.2 Flood Consequence

No Change

Assessment

Document

Revision

APP-053 Vol_05.3 Statement of Statutory
Nuisance

No Change

REP3-037 Vol_05.4A Habitat Regulations
Assessment - No Significant Effects Report

No Change

Environmental Statement
APP-054 to APP-117 Vol_06.1 to
06.4Environmental Statement

Environmental Statement Addendum sets out
all changes to Environmental Statement
(BFC_Vol_09.29)

APP-115 Vol_06.5 Scoping report

No Change

APP-115 Vol_06.5 Scoping Opinion

No Change

APP-118 Vol_07.1 3D Model Visualisation
document

No Change

Consents and Licences
n/a

See Planning Statement Appendix 1 rev A
below.

Other Documents
APP-119, APP-120, APP – 121 Vol_08.1
Planning Statement and Summaries

Change to Appendix 1 Other Consents and
Licences (REP3-054 Vol_08.1A Planning
Statement Appendix 1 rev A) to include for
badger licence under Protection of Badgers
Act 1992 (BFC_Vol_09.28)

APP-122 Vol_08.2 Strategic Optioneering
Report

No Change

REP3-038 Vol_08.3A Draft Section 106
Agreement

No Change

APP-124 Vol_08.4 Lifetime Costs Report

No Change

APP-125 Vol_08.5 Construction
Management Strategy Part 1 of 2

No Change

APP-126 Vol_08.5 Construction
Management Strategy Part 2 of 2

No Change

Vol_08.6A Construction Environmental

No Change

Management Plan

Document

Revision

APP-128 – APP - 131 Vol_08.7 Construction
Traffic Management Plan

Change to APP-130 Vol_08.7 PRoW
Management Strategy to include for
excavation across Byway Open to All Traffic
(BOAT). (BFC_Vol_09.36)

REP3-039 Vol_08.6.1A Construction
Environmental Management Plan - Habitat
Management Plan

No Change

APP-132 Vol_08.8 Transport Assessment

No Change

APP-133 – APP - 134 Vol_08.9 Outline
Archaeological Written Scheme of
Investigation

No Change

APP-135 Vol_08.10 DCO Documents Errata
and APP-147 Vol_08.10 Volume 6.4 Appendix 14.1 Noise Supporting Information
Errata

No Change
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1

Summary

1.1.1

This document supports the application by Western Power Distribution (South
Wales) Plc (WPD) under the Planning Act 20081 (the Act) for The Western Power
Distribution (Brechfa Forest Connection) Development Consent Order (the DCO).
The DCO would grant powers to construct, operate and maintain a 28.6 kilometre
132kV electricity distribution connection between the chosen point of the
connection at the existing EE Route tower line at Llandyfaelog, and Brechfa Forest
West Wind Farm.

1.1.2

The whole project is known as the Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm Connection
Project. That part of the Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm Connection Project that
is the subject of the application for a DCO, is known as the Proposed
Development. The Proposed Development will carry the power from the proposed
Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm. The Proposed Development will provide the
capacity necessary for the electricity distribution network in the area to transport
increased power flows and meet predicted energy demand levels.

1.1.3

This document lists other consents that WPD intends to obtain to allow the
construction, operation and maintenance of the Brechfa Forest Connection
Project, or may need to obtain dependent on particular circumstances updated to
include for the alternative of undergrounding in place of poles 84 to 86.

1.1.4

Section 37 of the Act sets out the content of an application for a DCO, including
the requirements for the necessary accompanying documents specified in the
Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure)
Regulations 20092.

1.1.5

Regulations 5 and 6 of the APFP Regulations provide the statutory requirement for
what must accompany a development consent application. These do not include a

1
2

2008 c.29
Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009 (S.I 2009/2264)
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requirement to submit this document. However the application form guidance
issued by the Department for Communities and Local Government in June 20133
requires that:
1.1.6

“Where the proposed development will also require other consents, licences,
permits, etc, to enable it to be constructed and / or operational, and for which the
[SoS] is not the authorising body, then the applicant must list and briefly describe
these in ...the application. Reference should be given to any that have already
been applied for, and a copy enclosed of any that the applicant may already be in
the possession of.”

1.1.7

This document is also included in the list of “suggested order of information
submitted with the application” at Appendix 1 of the Planning Inspectorate’s Advice
Note 64.

1.1.8

WPD is not aware of anything that justifies refusal of development consent and
does not regard the need for other consents as a material risk to the Proposed
Development.

3
4

Department for Communities and Local Government, Planning Act 2008. Application form guidance (June 2013)
The Planning Inspectorate, Advice note six: Preparation and submission of application documents (October 2014).
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2

Consents required

2.1.1

The following consents, licences and permits are expected to be required:

Consenting
Authority

Consent

Legislation

Status/Comment

Natural
Resources
Wales

European
Protected
Specifies
Licences

Conservation of Habitats
and Species Regulations
2010

It is anticipated that
EPS licences will be
required for dormice
and potentially bats. An
application will be
submitted once the
DCO has been made.

Natural
Resources
Wales

Badger
licence to
interfere with
an active sett

Protection of Badgers Act
1992

Discussed informally
with NRW and no inprincipal objection. If
badger set remains in
place prior to
construction an
application for a licence
will be made.

Natural
Resources
Wales

Protected
species
licences

Wildlife and Countryside
Act 1981

If required, an
application for the
licence will be submitted
once the DCO has been
made.

Natural
Resources
Wales

Licence to
Water Resources Act
erect
1991
structures in,
over or under
any water
which is part
of a main river

It is anticipated that
licences will be required
to erect structures
relating to five main
rivers. An application
will be submitted once
the DCO is made.

Natural
Resources
Wales

Flood
defences and
drainage
licences

It is anticipated that
licences will be required
for both the overhead
and undergrounding
works. An application
will be submitted once

Water Resources Act
1991
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the DCO is made.
Consenting
Authority

Consent

Legislation

Status/Comment

Natural
Resources
Wales

Marine
licences

Marine and Coastal
Access Act 2009.

Licence submitted, 11
November 2015, ref no.
CML 1551.

Land Drainage Act 1991

It is anticipated that
consents may be
required for the ditches
to be crossed by open
cut methods. An
application will be
submitted once the
DCO has been made if
required.

Carmarthenshire Watercourse
County Council
obstruction
consents

Natural
Resources
Wales

Environmental Environmental Permitting
permitting
(England and Wales)
discharge
Regulations 2010
consents

It is anticipated that
environmental permit
consents may be
required for the
discharge of water. An
application will be
submitted once the
DCO has been made if
required.

Dwr Cymru
Cyfyngedig

Consent to
discharge
trade effluent
into public
sewers.

Water Industry Act 1991

It is anticipated that
consent may be
required to discharge
water into public
sewers. An application
will be submitted once
the DCO has been
made if required.

Local Planning
Authority

Permitted
development
for diversion
of existing
WPD
apparatus.

The Town and Country
Planning (General
Permitted Development)
Order 1995

WPD has confirmed
with CCC that it will be
able to rely on permitted
development rights to
enable it to undertake
diversions of its existing
apparatus if affected by
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authorised development
Consenting
Authority

Consent

Legislation

Status/Comment

Local Planning
Authority

Permission to
create, and
operate from,
the main
construction
compound.

The Town and Country
Planning Act 1990 (As
amended)

Planning permission for
the compound was
received on 02 October
2015, ref no. W/32499.

South Wales
Trunk Roads
Agency
(SWTRA)

Licence to
New Roads and Street
install and
Works Act 1991
maintain
apparatus in a
highway.

Confirmed via SWTRA
email 28/11/15 that a
separate section 50
application will be
required for each
section of the trunk road
crossed. SWTRA
advise that the requisite
geotechnical
assessment may take 4
months to assess
therefore an application
may be submitted
before the DCO has
been made.
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