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Review of socio-economic, recreation and tourism assessments
Project

Project applicant,
scale and status

Methodology

Relevant impacts identified
(during construction/operation)
and mitigation proposed (if
required)

Bearing on methodology
and impact assessment for
Brechfa Forest Electrical
Connection project

New 132kV
Overhead Line
Connection
from
Llandinam
Wind Farm to
Welshpool
Substation

Applicant: SP
Manweb
Scale: 132kV
overhead line
between Llandinam
Wind Farm and
Welshpool
Substation in Mid
Wales
Status: decision
pending.

The assessment methodology
presented in the socio-economic
chapter (Chapter 10) of the
Updated ES (October 2013)
indicates that the assessment is
based on relevant guidance
produced by English
Partnerships (2008), and
Business, Innovation & Skills
(2009) regarding additionality.
The assessment looks at the
potential impacts relating to
recreation and tourism
(considering both direct and
indirect impacts), within a 5km
radius of the proposed route.
The baseline was collated using
a range of secondary data
sources including Business
Register and Employment
Survey (2011), Scarborough
Tourism Economic Activity
Monitor (STEAM) (2011), and
Welsh Government Tourism

Construction: Potential for
tourism effects linked to visual
impacts, but deemed to be
negligible and therefore not
significant due to the short term
nature and minimal construction
activity.
Operation: in terms of visual
effects potentially affecting
tourism, although overhead line
may be theoretically visible
beyond 2km the moderating
effects of perceptibility means that
effects beyond this distance
would not be significant in terms
of EIA Regulations. On tourism
attractions within 2km, the
potential effect during operation is
not significant, apart from on one
feature. The potential effect on
tourism accommodation is not
significant apart from for two
accommodation sites. The
potential effect on wider tourism

Baseline data sources
reviewed to enable any
relevant information to be
utilised for the Brechfa
Forest Connection Project
baseline. Identification of
recreation and tourism
resources by category has
been replicated and built
upon for this baseline.
Receptors relevant to the
study area were identified
and sensitivities assigned.
Relevant interest groups
have been identified and
consultation is underway in
order to engage them in
identifying all appropriate
baseline features. As in the
Llandinam to Welshpool
connection project, linkages
between the socio-economic
assessment and other
environmental assessments
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Project

SP Mid Wales
(Electricity)
Connections
Project

Project applicant,
scale and status

Applicant: SP
Manweb
Scale: 132kV
overhead line
between proposed
wind farms within

Methodology

Relevant impacts identified
(during construction/operation)
and mitigation proposed (if
required)

Bearing on methodology
and impact assessment for
Brechfa Forest Electrical
Connection project

data (2012), and other studies of
similar schemes. Recreation
and tourism resources were
identified in a number of
categories including tourism
attractions, tourism
accommodation, tourism
supporting businesses, and
local community assets. The
receptors relevant to the study
area were identified.
Consultation with local
businesses was undertaken,
and site visits conducted to
inform the baseline. An
assessment of significance was
undertaken of the magnitude of
potential impact and sensitivity
of receptors involved.

was considered to be negligible
and therefore not significant.
Mitigation: mitigation proposed
included appropriate landscaping
to limit views from affected
tourism accommodation sites.

undertaken as part of the
wider EIA have been made,
including landscape and
visual assessment. This
enables the conclusion to the
impact on recreation and
tourism to have a greater
degree of robustness.
Appropriate mitigation has
been identified.

Scoping report indicates that the
assessment is to be based on
relevant guidance produced by
English Partnerships and the
Homes and Communities
Agency regarding additionality.

Due to the fact that only the
scoping report is submitted at
present, potential impacts are
identified only, at this time.
Operation: potential for
significant negative impacts as a
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Site visits have not been
undertaken by a socioeconomic technical
assessor. However, site
visits have been undertaken
by other assessors and
information shared between
the project team.
Baseline data sources
reviewed to enable any
relevant information to be
utilised for the Brechfa
Forest Connection Project
baseline. Identification of
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Project

Project applicant,
scale and status

Methodology

Relevant impacts identified
(during construction/operation)
and mitigation proposed (if
required)

Bearing on methodology
and impact assessment for
Brechfa Forest Electrical
Connection project

Powys County
Council
administrative area
and substation near
Cefn Coch.
Status: Impact
assessment stage,
submission
expected Qtr 2/3
2015.

The baseline is to be collated
using a range of secondary data
sources including Business
Register and Employment
Survey (2011), Scarborough
Tourism Economic Activity
Monitor (STEAM) (2011), and
Welsh Government Tourism
data (2012), and other studies of
similar schemes. Proposed
assessment methods include
site visits, consultation including
with businesses within study
area, user count/survey to
measure usage of key
resources, review of socioeconomic assessments of
similar developments
particularly where they capture
pre and post development
impacts, consideration of direct
and indirect recreation and
tourism impacts, and
consideration of cumulative
effects. An assessment of
significance was undertaken of

result of visual effect near to
resources and access routes.

recreation and tourism
resources by category has
been replicated and built
upon for this baseline.
Receptors relevant to the
study area were identified
and sensitivities assigned.
Relevant interest groups
have been identified and
consultation is underway in
order to engage them in
identifying all appropriate
baseline features.
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User counts/surveys have
not been undertaken due to
the fact that this is not
considered appropriate or
proportionate to the scale
and location of the
development. Site visits
have not been undertaken by
a socio-economic technical
assessor. However, site
visits have been undertaken
by other assessors and
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Project

Project applicant,
scale and status

Methodology

Relevant impacts identified
(during construction/operation)
and mitigation proposed (if
required)

the magnitude of potential
impact and sensitivity of
receptors involved.
Mid Wales
Electricity
Connection

Applicant: National
Grid
Scale: 400kV
overhead line
between substation
at the head of a
tributary of the River
Rhiw, centred on a
property known as
Bryngwyn, and on to
join existing
overhead line close
to Lower Frankton.
Status: impact
assessment stage,
submission
expected 2015.

Bearing on methodology
and impact assessment for
Brechfa Forest Electrical
Connection project
information shared between
the project team.

The Scoping Report proposed to
address access, recreation and
tourism within the socioeconomics assessment. The
process to collate the baseline for
these issues included:
 Identification of features of
interest and facilities relating
to recreation and tourism and
identifying access routes;
 Identification of and making
contact with relevant
organisations linked to
access, recreation and
tourism to obtain clarification
relating to the baseline, and
obtaining information relating
to recorded visitor numbers (if
applicable and available); and
 Unscheduled interviews with
users of public rights of way to
understand their use of the
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Due to the fact that only the
scoping report is submitted at
present, potential impacts are
identified only, at this time.
Construction: temporary
demand on local accommodation
and indirect impact on tourism.
Operation: permanent severance
of access to and from or along
resources, e.g. PROW.

Baseline information has
been reviewed for its
applicability to the baseline
for Brechfa Forest
Connection Project.
Receptors relevant to the
study area were identified
and sensitivities assigned.
Relevant interest groups
have been identified and
consultation is underway in
order to engage them in
identifying all appropriate
baseline features.
Construction and operational
impacts considered.
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Project

Project applicant,
scale and status

Methodology

Relevant impacts identified
(during construction/operation)
and mitigation proposed (if
required)

area.
 The assessment methodology
proposes to consider the spatial
scope (defined study area), and
temporal scope (development
phases) and translation in terms
of temporary or permanent
impacts.
 Receptor sensitivity is proposed
to be allocated based on a
number of key questions
considering the scarcity of the
affected resources, the capacity
of the receptors to
accommodate the impact, the
users, and the number of people
likely to be affected.
Magnitude of impact is proposed
to be allocated based on a
number of key questions
considering how an impact will
affect the existing functioning of
a resource, capacity of the
resource to adapt, length of
impact, and frequency of impact.
Significance ranking is assigned
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Bearing on methodology
and impact assessment for
Brechfa Forest Electrical
Connection project
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Project

Project applicant,
scale and status

Methodology

Relevant impacts identified
(during construction/operation)
and mitigation proposed (if
required)

Bearing on methodology
and impact assessment for
Brechfa Forest Electrical
Connection project

A review of impacts and
mitigation identified as part of
Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm
to inform Brechfa Forest
Connection Project socioeconomic impact assessment is
not considered applicable due to
the fact that the project types are
very different in nature.

Baseline information has
been reviewed for its
applicability to the baseline
for Brechfa Forest
Connection Project.
Identification of access
routes, features of interest
relating to recreation and
tourism and interest groups,
related to access, recreation
and tourism undertaken.
Review of named secondary
data undertaken. Relevant
interest groups have been
identified and consultation is
underway in order to engage
them in identifying all

based on allocation of receptor
sensitivity and magnitude for
each potential impact.
The Scoping Opinion highlights
the need to assess and relay
any predicted adverse impact on
tourism during construction and
operational phases.
Brechfa Forest
West Wind
Farm

Applicant: RWE
Npower Renewables
Scale: construction
and operation of 28
turbines up to 145
metres in height and
other infrastructure.
Status:
Development
Consent Order
(DCO) granted.

The methodology used for the
public access, recreation and
socio-economics assessment
for Brechfa Forest West Wind
Farm project included the
following:
 Identification of access
routes, features of interest
relating to recreation and
tourism, and interest groups
related to access, recreation
and tourism;
 Consultation with user
groups identified to ask them
a questionnaire;
 Review of secondary data
sources including Ordnance
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Project

Project applicant,
scale and status

Methodology

Relevant impacts identified
(during construction/operation)
and mitigation proposed (if
required)

Survey (OS) mapping,
Definitive Public Rights of
Way (PROW) map, third
party access log from
Forestry Commission Wales
(FCW) (now Natural
Resources Wales (NRW),
questionnaire responses,
and information obtained
through separate
consultation exercise
undertaken by
Carmarthenshire County
Council (CCC).
Brechfa East
Wind Farm

Applicant: RWE
 The scope of this assessment
Npower Renewables included impacts on public
Scale: construction
access with regard to open
and operation of
access nature of the site, and
approximately 12
with regard to the use of
turbines within an
PROW, and indirect economic
area of 270 hectares
impacts on tourism. The
at Banc Llwelau,
baseline was collated using a
south of
desk study to identify all PROW
Rhydcymerau.
and recreational uses within the
Status: obtained
study area, as well as
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Bearing on methodology
and impact assessment for
Brechfa Forest Electrical
Connection project
appropriate baseline
features. This is instead of
questionnaires.

A review of impacts and
mitigation identified as part of
Brechfa East Wind Farm to inform
Brechfa Forest Connection
Project socio-economic impact
assessment is not considered
applicable due to the fact that the
project types are very different in
nature.

Baseline information has
been reviewed for its
applicability to the baseline
for Brechfa Forest
Connection Project.
Identification of access
routes, features of interest
relating to recreation and
tourism and interest groups,
related to access, recreation
and tourism undertaken.
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Project

Bryn Llywelyn
Wind Farm

Project applicant,
scale and status

Methodology

Relevant impacts identified
(during construction/operation)
and mitigation proposed (if
required)

consent in Qtr 4
2013, but project
has now been put on
hold

identification of relevant interest
groups. Questionnaires were
sent out to these interest
groups. Significance ranking is
assigned based on allocation of
receptor sensitivity and
magnitude for each potential
impact.

Applicant: RES
Scale: Construction
and operation of 21
turbines at land
surrounding Bryn
Llywelyn, LLanllwni,
Carmarthenshire.
Status: Planning
Permission refused
by CCC and
subsequent appeal
dismissed in Qtr 2
2014.

The scope of this assessment
included direct access impacts
and indirect impacts on tourism
in the wider area. The baseline
was collated using a desk study,
with a detailed tourism research
study undertaken and appended
to the chapter.
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Bearing on methodology
and impact assessment for
Brechfa Forest Electrical
Connection project
Review of named secondary
data undertaken. Relevant
interest groups have been
identified and consultation is
underway in order to engage
them in identifying all
appropriate baseline
features. This is instead of
questionnaires.

A review of impacts and
mitigation identified as part of
Bryn Llywelyn Wind Farm to
inform Brechfa Forest Connection
Project socio-economic impact
assessment is not considered
applicable due to the fact that the
project types are very different in
nature.

Baseline information has
been reviewed for its
applicability to the baseline
for Brechfa Forest
Connection Project. Scope
of direct and indirect impacts
included in Bryn Llywelyn
Wind Farm considered for
applicability to Brechfa
Forest Connection Project
socio-economic assessment.

