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Glossary of Terms and Definitions
Term

Definition

Agricultural Land
Classification
(ALC)

The Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
classifies all agricultural land in England and Wales according to
its quality and agricultural versatility. The classifications range
from grade 1, through grades 2, 3a, (the best and most versatile)
3b, 3c and 4 down to grade 5 (the least versatile).

Agri-environment
scheme /
agreement

A UK government undertaking in which farmers are paid to
farm in an environmentally sensitive way.

Alluvium

Material transported by rivers and deposited along its course

Alternatives

Different design, layout and technological possibilities
considered during project development that have potential to
fulfil the project objectives.

Air Quality
Management Area
(AQMA)

Declared by local authorities for areas where objectives
specified in the national Air Quality Strategy are not predicted
to be met.

Air Quality Action
Plan (AQAP)

Produced by local authorities for AQMAs, setting out measures
to improve air quality.

Ambient

Of or relating to the immediate surroundings of something (e.g.
ambient noise level).

Ancient Woodland

Woodland that has existed continuously since at least AD 1600.

Annex I Project

See ‘Schedule 1 Project’.

Annex II Project

See ‘Schedule 2 Project’.

Annual Exceedance
Probability (AEP)

The probability associated with a return period. Thus an event of
return period 50 years has an AEP of 1/T or 0.02.

Appropriate
Assessment

The process whereby projects, either alone or in combination,
are considered to see if it can be ascertained that they will not
adversely affect the integrity of a European Site.

Aquifer

A body of permeable rock that is capable of storing significant
quantities of water; is undertaken by impermeable material,
and through which groundwater moves.
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Area of
Outstanding
Natural Beauty
(AONB)

An area designated under the National Parks and Access to
Countryside Act 1949 for its particularly attractive landscape
and unspoilt character, which should be protected and
enhanced as part of the national heritage.

Archaeological
excavation

“..a programme of controlled, intrusive fieldwork with defined
research objectives which examines, records and interprets
archaeological deposits, features and structures and, as
appropriate, retrieves artefacts, ecofacts and other remains
within a specified area or site..” (CIfA 2013e).

Archaeological field “..a limited programme of non-intrusive and/or intrusive fieldwork
evaluation (e.g. trial which determines the presence or absence of archaeological
trenching)
features, structures, deposits, artefacts or ecofacts within a
specified area or site… If such archaeological remains are
present field evaluation defines their character, extent, quality
and preservation, and enables an assessment of their worth in a
local, regional, national or international context as appropriate”
(CIfA 2013d).
Archaeological
geophysical survey

“..non-intrusive and non-destructive techniques to determine the
presence or absence of anomalies likely to be caused by
archaeological features, structures or deposits, as far as
reasonably possible, within a specified area or site…
Geophysical survey determines the presence of anomalies of
archaeological potential through measurement of one or more
physical properties of the subsurface” (CIfA 2013f).

Archaeological
remains

“…the buried traces of human activities or visible monuments, or
moveable artefacts. Archaeological investigations can
encompass the remains of buildings, structures, earthworks and
landscapes; human, animal or plant remains, or other organic
material produced by or affected by human activities, and their
settings” (HA 2007).

Archaeological
watching brief

“…a formal programme of observation and investigation
conducted during any operation carried out for nonarchaeological reasons. This will be within a specified area or
site on land, inter-tidal zone or underwater, where there is a
possibility that archaeological deposits may be disturbed or
destroyed.” (CIfA 2013c).

Assessment

A process by which information about effects of a proposed plan,
project or intervention is collected, assessed and used to inform
decision-making.
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Assessment of the
Significance of
Impacts of
Development on
Historic
Landscape areas
(ASIDOHL)

A method of assessment of the effect of a development on
Historic Landscapes.

Asset (i.e. historic
asset, heritage
asset)

“An identifiable component of the historic environment. It may
consist or be a combination of an archaeological site, an historic
building, or a parcel of historic landscape. Nationally important
historic assets will normally be designated.” (Cadw 2011).

A-weighted Sound
Pressure (pA)

The value of overall sound pressure, measured in pascals (Pa),
after the electrical signal derived from a microphone has been
passed through an A-weighting network. The A-weighting
network modifies the electrical response of a sound level meter
with frequency in approximately the same way as the sensitivity
of the human hearing system.

Baseline
Conditions

The environment as it appears (or would appear) immediately
prior to the implementation of the project together with any
known or foreseeable future changes that will take place before
completion of the project.

Baseline Studies

Work done to determine and describe the environmental
conditions against which any future changes can be measured or
predicted and assessed.

Best and most
versatile (BMV)

Defined by the ALC as Grades 1, 2 and 3a. Provisional
reclassification has removed sub-classifications within Grade 3,
considering Grades 1 and 2 as ‘Best and Most Versatile’ (BMV)
land.

Biodiversity

The variety of life forms, the different plants, animals and
microorganisms, the genes they contain and the eco-systems
they form.

Biodiversity Action
Plan (BAP)

A strategy for conserving and enhancing wild species and
wildlife habitats in the UK. Now replaced by Country
Biodiversity Strategies.
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Built heritage

Any upstanding building or structure of historic significance, i.e.
“standing historic structures that are usually formally designed or
have some architectural presence” (HA 2007).

Cable

An insulated conductor designed for laying underground

Cadw

Cadw is the historic environment service of the Welsh Assembly
Government. Cadw is the statutory consultee on all schemes
potentially affecting the historic environment in Wales.

Catchment

A drainage/basin area within which precipitation drains into a
river system and eventually into the sea.

Catchment Flood
Management Plan

A large-scale planning framework for managing flood risk to
people and the developed and natural environment.

Collector
Substation

Collector substation connect the wind farm into the electricity
distribution network.

Committed
Development

Development projects that are either under construction or which
have valid planning permissions/consents.

Competent
Authority

The authority which determines the application for consent,
permission, a licence or other authorisation to proceed with a
development.

Conductor

Overhead wire(s) attached to wood poles which conduct
Electricity.

Conservation Area

“‘An area of special architectural or historic interest, the
character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or
enhance’, designated [by local planning authorities] under what
is now s69 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation
Areas) Act 1990” (Cadw 2011).

Construction
Management Plan
(CEMP)

A document providing a description of procedures and mitigation
measures designed to reduce the impact of a construction
scheme on the environment. The plan could focus on collation of
measures from other sources or introduce new measures as
appropriate.

Construction
Phase

The period during which the building or assembling of
infrastructure is undertaken.

Consultation

The process by which those organisations or individuals with an
interest in the area associated with the proposed scheme are
identified and engaged as part of the project evolution.
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Controlled Waters

Surface waters, ground waters and coastal waters to which UK
pollution legislation applies.

Countryside and
Rights of Way Act
(CROW)

Act, dated 2000, which provides for public access on foot to
certain types of land.

Culvert

A pipe or box-type conduit through which water is carried under
a structure.

Cumulative
Impact

Impacts that result from incremental changes caused by other
past, present or reasonably foreseeable actions together with the
project.
A cumulative impact may arise as the result of: a) the combined
impact of a number of different environmental topic-specific
impacts from a single environmental impact assessment project
on a single receptor/ resource; and b) the combined impact of a
number of different projects within the vicinity (in combination
with the environmental impact assessment project) on a single
receptor/resource.

Decibel (dB)

The scale on which sound pressure level is expressed. It is
defined as 20 times the logarithm of the ratio between the
rootmean- square pressure of the sound field and a reference
pressure (2x10-5Pa).

Decommissioning

The period during which a development and its associated
processes are removed from active operation.

Designated area

Area designated and protected by national or international law
for its landscape, biodiversity, or historic interest.

Designation
(archaeological)

“The recognition of particular heritage value(s) of an historic
asset by giving it formal status under law or policy intended to
sustain those values” (Cadw 2011). Designated assets include
World Heritage Sites, Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings,
Registered Landscapes of Outstanding or Special Historic
Interest, Registered Historic Parks and Gardens, Conservation
Areas, and Protected Wreck Sites.

Design Event

An event such as a rainstorm or flood of given magnitude and
probability (usually derived from previous records).

Development
Advice Map

NRW map that delineates the areas that have been predicted to
be at risk of being flooded during an event of specified probability
(i.e. Flood Zone A, B, C1 or C2).
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Development
Consent Order
(DCO)

The order made when an application has been made pursuant
to section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 for a NSIP and the
Secretary of State determines that the order should be made.

Discharge Consent

Statutory document issued by the Environment Agency setting
limits and conditions on the discharge of an effluent into
controlled waters.

Distribution
Licence

A distribution licence granted under Section 6(1)(c) of the Act.

Distribution
Network Operator
(DNO)

Distribution Network Operators own and operate the electricity
distribution network that brings electricity from the national
transmission network to the consumer.

Do-Minimum
Scenario

Also known as the ‘Do-Nothing’ Scenario. The conditions that
would persist in the absence of the implementation of a
development.

Easement

Allowing another person to use your land for a specific
purpose, such as installing utilities.

Ecological Impact
Assessment
(EcIA)

Ecological Impact Assessment is part of an EIA and assesses
the potential effects of a development on habitats and species,
particularly those protected national and international legislation
or considered to be of particular nature conservation
importance.

Effect

Term used to express the consequence of an impact (expressed
as the ‘significance of effect’), which is determined by correlating
the magnitude of the impact to the importance (or sensitivity) of
the receptor or resource in accordance with defined significance
criteria. For example, land clearing during construction results in
habitat loss (impact), the effect of which is the significance of the
habitat loss on the ecological resource.

Electromagnetic
Fields (EMFs)

Electric and magnetic fields generated by electricity.

Electricity Act
1989 (The 1989
Act)

The Electricity Act 1989 (as amended by the Utilities Act 2000
and the Energy Act 2004).
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EN-1

National Policy Statements set out national policy against
which proposals for major infrastructure projects will be
assessed and decided by the Secretary of State. EN-1 is the
Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy.

EN-5

National Policy Statements set out national policy against
which proposals for major infrastructure projects will be
assessed and decided by the Secretary of State. EN-5 is the
National Policy Statement for Electricity Networks
Infrastructure.

Emission Standard

The maximum amount or concentration of a pollutant allowed to
be emitted from a particular source.

Emissions
Inventory

A collection of data relating to the characteristics of processes or
activities which release pollutants into the atmosphere.

Enhancement

A measure that is over and above what is required to mitigate
the adverse effects of a project.

Environment
Agency Wales
(EAW)

Environment Agency Wales, now part of NRW, was the
environmental regulator for Wales.

Environmental
archaeology

“..the study of past human economy and environment using
earth and life sciences . It tells us about ecological, cultural,
economic, and climate change” (EH 2011a).

Environmental
Assessment

A method and a process by which information about
environmental effects is collected, assessed and used to inform
decision-making. Assessment processes include Strategic
Environmental Assessment, Assessment of Implications on
European Sites, and Environmental Impact Assessment.

Environmental
Impact
Assessment (EIA)

A statutory process by which certain planned projects must be
assessed before a formal decision to proceed can be made.
Involves the collection and consideration of environmental
information, which fulfils the assessment requirements of the EIA
Directive, including the publication of an Environmental
Statement.

EIA Directive

Used to refer to EC Directive 85/337/EEC as amended by EC
Directive 97/11/EC and the Public Participation Directive
2003/35/EC. All amendments to the EIA Directive were
subsequently codified in 2011 to form Directive 2011/92/EU.
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EIA Regulations

A collective term for the various statutory instruments through
which the EC Directives on Environmental Assessment have
been implemented in the UK.

Environmental
Information

The information that must be taken into account by the decision
maker (the Competent Authority) before granting any kind of
authorisation in any case where the EIA process applies. It
includes the environmental statement, including any further
information, any representations made by any body required by
the Regulations to be invited to make representations, and any
representations duly made by any other person about the
environmental effects of the development.

Environmental
Management Plan

A document produced in accordance with the EIA Directive as
transposed into UK law by the EIA Regulations.

Environmental
Statement (ES)

Report documenting the outcome of an Environmental Impact
Assessment.

Equivalent
Continuous Sound
Level (Leq)

Sound levels tend to fluctuate, and as such an ‘instantaneous’
measurement like sound pressure level cannot fully describe
many real-world situations. A summation can be made of the
measured sound energy over a certain period, and a notional
steady level can be calculated which would contain the same
total energy as the fluctuating sound. This notional level is
termed the equivalent continuous sound level Leq. Leq can be
determined over any time period, which is indicated as Leq,T
where T is the time period (e.g. Leq,24h).

Environmentally
Sensitive Area
(ESA)

An agricultural area which needs special protection because of
its landscape, wildlife or historic value.

Estuary

Downstream part of a river where it widens to enter the sea.

European Site

Sites which make up the European ecological network (also
known as Natura 2000 sites). These include: Sites of Community
Importance (SCIs); Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and
potential SPAs (pSPAs); Special Areas of Conservation (SACs)
and candidate or possible SACs (cSACs or pSACs); and Ramsar
sites.
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Evaluation

The determination of the significance of effects. Evaluation
involves making judgements as to the value of the
receptor/resource that is being affected and the consequences of
the effect on the receptor/resource based on the magnitude of
the impact.

Existing
Environment

See ‘Baseline Conditions’.

Final Route
Alignment

Current pole positions along the centreline of the Limits of
Deviation identified following consultation, technical and
environmental appraisal.

Flood
Consequence
Assessment
(FCA)

TAN 15 requires a Flood Consequence Assessment (FCA) to be
submitted alongside planning applications in areas that are
known to be at risk of flooding (within flood zones B or C) and/ or
are greater than 1ha in area, planning permission is not usually
granted until the FCA has been accepted by NRW.

Flood defence

Infrastructure used to protect an area against floods, such as
floodwalls and embankments; they are designed to provide a
standard of protection (design standard).

Flood storage

An area that temporally stores excess runoff or river flow; often
ponds or reservoirs.

Flood Zone A

Considered to be at little or no risk of fluvial or tidal/ coastal
flooding.

Flood Zone B

Areas known to have flooded in the past; evidence by
sedimentary deposits.

Flood Zone C1

Areas of the floodplain which are developed and served by
significant infrastructure, including flood defences (based on the
Environment Agency extreme flood outline, equal to or greater
than 0.1% (river, tidal, or coastal)).

Flood Zone C2

Areas of the floodplain without significant flood defence structure
(based on the Environment Agency extreme flood outline, equal
to or greater than 0.1% (river, tidal, or coastal)).

Floodplain

Area adjacent to river, coast or estuary that is naturally
susceptible to flooding.

Fluvial flooding

Flooding by a river or a watercourse.
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Focussed changes

Amendments to the emerging Local Development Plan that the
Council considers appropriate to make following consideration of
the representations received in response to the Local
Development Plan and Alternative Sites consultations.

Geoarchaeology

“..the application of earth science principles and techniques to
the understanding of the archaeological record” (EH 2007).

Grid Code

The code which NGC is required to prepare under its
Transmission Licence and have approved by the Authority as
from time to time revised with the approval of, or by the
direction of, the Authority.

Grid Supply Point
(GSP)

Any point at which electricity is delivered from the National
Electricity Transmission System to the DNO’s Distribution
System.

Groundwater

Water that is in the ground, this is usually referring to water in the
saturated zone below the water table.

Guidelines for
Landscape and
Visual Impact
Assessment
(GVLIA)

Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment
(Third Edition) published by the Landscape Institute and
Institute of Environmental Management & Assessment.

Habitat Suitability
Index (HSI)

A numerical index that represents the capacity of a given
habitat to support a selected species. Most commonly used for
great crested newts.

Habitats Directive

EC Directive on the conservation of natural habitats of Wild
Fauna and Flora (92/43/EEC).

Habitats
Regulations

EC Council Directive 92/43/EEC, known as the Habitats
Directive, was transposed in the UK by the Habitats Regulations
1994 (as amended), now consolidated in England and Wales by
The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010.
The Regulations provide for the designation and protection of
'European sites', the protection of 'European protected species',
and the adaptation of planning and other controls for the
protection of European Sites.
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Habitats
Regulations
Assessment
(HRA)

The assessment of the impacts of implementing a plan or policy
on a European Site, the purpose being to consider the impacts of
a project against conservation objectives of the site and to
ascertain whether it would adversely affect the integrity of the
site.

Harm
(archaeological)

“Change for the worse, here primarily referring to the effect of
inappropriate interventions on the heritage values of an historic
asset” (Cadw 2011).

Heavy Goods
Vehicle (HGV)

A good vehicle greater than 3.5 tonnes gross weight.

Historic
environment

“All aspects of the environment resulting from the interaction
between people and places through time, including all surviving
physical remains of past human activity, whether visible, buried
or submerged, and deliberately planted or managed” (Cadw
2011).

Historic
environment deskbased assessment

“...a programme of study of the historic environment within a
specified area or site on land, the inter-tidal zone or underwater
that addresses agreed research and/or conservation objectives.
It consists of an analysis of existing written, graphic,
photographic and electronic information in order to identify the
likely assets, their interests and significance and the character of
the study area, including appropriate consideration of the
settings of assets...” (IfA 2012).

Historic
Environment
Record (HER)

“A public, map-based data set, primarily intended to inform the
management of the historic environment. In Wales these are
maintained by the four Welsh Archaeological Trusts.” (Cadw
2011).

Holford Rules

A series of planning guidelines for the routeing of overhead
lines first developed in 1959 by Lord Holford, advisor to the
then Central Electricity Generating Board (CEGB) on amenity
issues. They were reviewed in the 1990s by National Grid.

Historic landscape

“…those areas where material evidence of past land use has
survived in the present landscape” (CCW & ICOMOS UK, 1998).

Hydrodynamics

The mechanical properties of fluids.
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Immiscible
Pollutants

Pollutants that cannot be mixed in all proportions and remain
separate, for the purpose of this ES, the pollutant must be
immiscible in water. Including, but not limited to, Benzene
(petrol) and Butyl alcohol (component of hydraulic and brake
fluid).

Impact

Change that is caused by an action; for example, land clearing
(action) during construction which results in habitat loss (impact).

Insulator

Used to safely connect the conductors to wood poles or pylons.

Interest

The values (historic, archaeological, architectural or artistic) that
comprise the significance of an asset (referenced in EN-1, DECC
2011a, and defined in PPS5, DCLG 2005). See Value.

Interest,
archaeological

“An interest in carrying out an expert investigation at some point
in the future into the evidence a heritage asset may hold of past
human activity” (DCLG 2005).

Interest,
architectural

“…an interest in the art or science of the design, construction,
craftsmanship and decoration of buildings and structures of all
types.” (DCLG 2005).

Interest, artistic

“…an interest in other human creative skill, like sculpture.”
(DCLG 2005).

Interest, historic

“..assets with historic interest not only provide a material record
of our nation’s history, but can also provide an emotional
meaning for communities derived from their collective experience
of a place and can symbolise wider values such as faith and
cultural identity.” (DCLG 2005).

International
Commission on
Non-Ionizing
Radiation
Protection
(ICNIRP)

Provides scientific advice and guidance on the health and
environmental effects of non-ionizing radiation.

Inundation

Flooding.

Internal Drainage
Board

A type of operating authority which is established in areas of
special drainage need in England and Wales with permissive
powers to undertake work to secure clean water drainage and
water level management within drainage districts.

Invertebrates

Animals without backbones.
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kV

kilovolt (1000 volts).

LANDMAP

LANDMAP a tool developed by CCW (now NRW) to assess
the diversity of all landscapes within Wales, identifying and
explaining the characteristics and qualities.

Landscape and
Visual Impact
Assessment
(LVIA)

Assessment methodology used to assess the potential effects
of a proposed development on the landscape.

Landscape
Character
Assessment
(LCA)

A standard methodology for identifying, describing, classifying
and mapping what is distinctive about our landscapes.

Landscape
Institute (LI)

The Chartered Institute for Landscape Architects.

Lead Local Flood
Authority

Responsible for developing, maintaining and applying a strategy
for local flood risk management in their areas and for maintaining
a register of flood risk assets. They also have lead responsibility
for managing the risk of flooding from surface water,
groundwater and ordinary watercourses.

Light Goods
Vehicle (LGV)

Goods vehicles not exceeding 3.5 tonnes gross vehicle weight.

Limits of Deviation
(LoD)

Provides a degree of flexibility which is required following the
making of the DCO, micro-siting may take place in response to
detailed technical survey information, particularly for unconfirmed
ground conditions and / or minor alterations requested by
landowners.
LoD have been defined laterally and vertically.
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Listed Building

A building of “special architectural or historic interest” contained
on a list held by the National Assembly for Wales and maintained
by Cadw, designated in accordance with the Planning (Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. Historic buildings
and structures may be Listable based on four main criteria:
architectural and historic interest, historic associations, and
group value (Cadw 2005). Other considerations are their age
and rarity, aesthetic merits, selectivity (i.e. representativeness of
a particular type), or the national interest. Listed buildings are
designated as Grade I (buildings of exceptional interest), Grade
II* (particularly important buildings of more than special interest),
or Grade II (buildings that are of special interest, warranting
every effort to preserve them).

Local Biodiversity
Action Plan
(LBAP)

A set of action plans for habitats and species.

Local
Development Plan
(LDP)

A statutory document produced by the LPA which guides future
development.

Local Nature
Reserve (LNR)

A site with features of nature conservation interest controlled
by a local authority.

Local Planning
Authority

Is defined by S.1 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990
and, in the case of the Proposed Development is Denbighshire
County Council and Conwy County Borough Council.

Local Wildlife Site
(LWS)

Sites identified and selected for their local nature conservation
value.

Magnitude of
potential effect

The degree of change that a receptor is anticipated to
experience as a result of the Proposed Development.

Main River

A statutory type of watercourse in England and Wales, usually
larger streams and rivers, but also some smaller watercourses.
Defined as a watercourse marked as such on a main river map,
and can include any structure or appliance for controlling or
regulating the flow of water in, into or out of a main river.

Matters arising

Changes that have emerged as a result of matters arising during
the Hearing Sessions of the Local Development Plan
Examination.

Megawatts (MW)

Energy generated by wind farms is described in MW.
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Method Statement

A document which sets out intended working or survey practices.

Miscible Pollutants

Pollutants that can be mixed in all proportions, for the purpose of
this ES, the pollutant must be miscible in water. Including, but
not limited to, Methyl alcohol (anti-freeze in vehicle washer fluid)
and Isopropyl alcohol (de-icer).

Mitigation

Measures to avoid, reduce and offset environmental effects.

Monitoring

A continuing assessment of the performance of the project,
including mitigation measures. This determines if effects occur
as predicted or if operations remain within acceptable limits, and
if mitigation measures are as effective as predicted.

National Grid
Reference (NGR)

A system of grid references used in Great Britain.

National
Monuments Record
(NMR)

A national record of cultural heritage sites, buildings, aerial
photographs etc. held by RCAHMW in Aberystwyth.

National Nature
Reserve (NNR)

A protected area of importance for wildlife, flora, fauna
reserved and managed for conservation.

National Policy
Statements (NPS)

Sets out national policy against which proposals for major
infrastructure projects will be assessed and decided by the
Secretary of State.

National
Vegetation
Classification
(NVC)

Classification and description of the plant communities of Great
Britain.

Nationally
Significant
Infrastructure
Project (NSIP)

Large projects that support the economy and vital public
services, including railways, large wind farms, power stations,
reservoirs, harbours, airports and sewage treatment works, as
defined in the Planning Act 2008.

Natura 2000 sites

A European-wide network of sites protected under the Habitats
and Birds Directives, and made up of Special Areas of
Conservation and Special Protection Areas.

Natural Resources
Wales or Cyfoeth
Naturiol Cymru

An amalgamation of CCW, EAW and Forestry Commission
Wales.
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Nitrate Vulnerable
Zones (NVZ)

Areas where land drains and contributes to the nitrate found in
“polluted” waters.

Non-Statutory
Consultee

Organisations and bodies who are consulted on relevant
planning applications but are not prescribed under legislation.

Non-Technical
Summary

Information for the non-specialist reader to enable them to
understand the main predicted environmental effects of the
proposal without reference to the main Environmental Statement.

Operation

The functioning of a project on completion of construction.

Ordinary
Watercourse

A statutory type of watercourse in England and Wales. Include
every river, stream, ditch, drain, cut, dyke, sluice, sewer (other
than a public sewer) and passage through which water flows and
which does not form part of a main river.

Order Limits

Means the limits shown on the works plans within which the
Proposed Development may be carried out.

Pasture

Grassland maintained primarily for and by grazing, and on which
grazing stock is kept for a large part of the year.

Permitted
Development

Part III of the Town and Country Planning Act provides that the
Secretary of State may grant planning permission by way of a
development order. In Wales the principal development order is
the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted
Development) Order 1995 which provides that planning
permission for certain developments is granted subject to
specified conditions. It provides specified permitted development
rights for statutory undertakers.

Persons with an
Interest in the
Land (PILS)

Section 57 of the Planning Act 2008 defines persons with an
Interest in the Land which includes:
(1) owners, lessees, tenants or occupiers of land;
(2) persons with an interest in land or who have a power to sell
land or to release land; and
(3) persons who may be able to make a claim for
compensation as a result of the DCO being made and
implemented.
Land for these purposes means land to which the application
for development consent relates.

Phase 1 Habitat
Survey

Recognised methodology used for collating information on the
habitat structure of a particular site.
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Photomontage

The superimposing of an image onto a photograph for the
purpose of creating a realistic representation of proposed or
potential changes to a view.

Planning Act 2008
(the Act)

The legislation for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects
and the requirements for development consent.

Planning
Inspectorate
(PINS)

The body responsible for handling national infrastructure
planning under the Planning Act 2008, and processing planning
and enforcement appeals.

Planning Policy
Wales (PPW)

The document that sets out the Welsh Government’s policies
on different aspects of land use planning.

Pluvial Flooding

Flooding that results from rainfall-generated overland flow,
before the runoff enters any watercourse or sewer.

Pollution

Any increase of matter or energy to a level that is harmful to
living organisms of their environment (when it becomes a
pollutant).

Preferred Route
Corridor

Is identified as the preferred route corridor for the Proposed
Development and is set out in the Route Corridor Study.

Preferred Option

The chosen design option that most successfully achieves the
project objectives and becomes subject to further design and
assessment.

Preliminary
Environmental
Information Report
(PEIR)

The report of the initial environmental impact assessment
findings for the Proposed Development.

Prescribed
Consultees

Means persons to be consulted pursuant to the Planning Act
2008 and set out in Schedule 1 of the Infrastructure Planning
(Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations
2009.

Private Water
Supplies

Individual water systems, generally wells and springs, serving
one or several residences.

Programme

A series of steps that have been identified by the applicant, or
series of projects that are linked by dependency.

Project

One, or more, aspect of a programme or plan that has been
identified by the applicant and which usually involves a direct
physical intervention.
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Project Objectives

The objectives of the project, set by the applicant.

Proposed Scheme

Also known as ‘Proposed Development’ - a plan or project which
the applicant or promoter seeks to implement.

Public Right of Way
(PRoW)

Public Right of Way which is a footpath or track over which the
public have a right of access.

Ramsar sites

Areas designated by the UK Government under the International
Ramsar Convention (the Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance).

Receptor

A defined individual environmental feature usually associated
with population, fauna and flora with the potential to be affected
by a project.

Regionally
Important
Geological Site
(RIGS)

Designated sites of local, regional and national importance for
geodiversity in the UK.

Registered
Landscape of
Outstanding or
Special Historic
Interest

An area recorded on the register compiled by Cadw, the
Countryside Council for Wales and ICOMOS UK as one of the
best examples of different types of historic landscapes in Wales.
Criteria for identifying landscapes that might be of outstanding or
special historic interest are: intensity of
development/remodelling, period, historic diversity/multiperiod,
buried/subsumed or destroyed, and cultural merit. Registered
Historic Landscapes are recognised in planning policy (EN-1;
DECC 2011a) as designated sites.

Registered Park
and Garden
(RPG)

A site included on the Cadw/ICOMOS Register of Parks and
Gardens of Special Historic Interest in Wales. Registered
Historic Landscapes are registered as Grade I, II* or II, and are
recognised in planning policy (EN-1; DECC 2011a) as
designated sites.

Reinstatement

The actions undertaken to return a temporary working area to
its previous condition, as far as reasonably practicable.

Residual effects

Effects remaining after mitigation measures have been taken
into account.

Resource

A defined but generally collective environmental feature usually
associated with soil, water, air, climatic factors, landscape,
material assets, including the architectural and archaeological
heritage, that has potential to be affected by a project.
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River Basin
Management Plan
(RBMP)

A requirement of the Water Framework Directive and a means of
achieving the protection, improvement and sustainable use of
the water environment across Europe. This includes surface
freshwaters (including lakes, streams and rivers), groundwater,
ecosystems such as some wetlands that depend on
groundwater, estuaries and coastal waters out to one nautical
mile.

Roosting Site
(birds)

A place a bird will settle or rest, especially for the night.

Roosting Site (bats)

A place where bats live (e.g. built structures and trees).

Royal
Commission on
the Ancient and
Historical
Monuments of
Wales
(RCAHMW)

Records and interprets built and landscape heritage.

Runoff

Precipitation that flows as surface water from a site, catchment
or region to the sea.

Schedule 1 Project

Plans or projects which are listed in Annex I of the Directive, as
revised, and Schedule 1 of the Regulations, as revised.

Schedule 2 Project

Plans or projects which are listed in Annex II of the Directive, as
revised, and Schedule 2 of the Regulations, as revised.

Scheduled
Monument

A nationally important site or monument included on a list by the
Welsh Ministers and maintained by Cadw, designated in
accordance with the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological
Areas Act 1979. Archaeological remains may be Schedulable
according to their period (i.e. characterisation thereof), rarity, the
existence of associated documentation, their group value (with
related contemporary assets), survival/condition,
fragility/vulnerability, diversity (of attributes), or potential for
future research (Cadw 2002).

Scoping

The process of identifying the issues to be addressed by the
environmental impact assessment process. It is a method of
ensuring that an assessment focuses on the important issues
and avoids those that are considered to be not significant.
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Scoping Opinion

An opinion provided by a competent authority that indicates the
issues an Environmental Impact Assessment of a proposed
development should consider.

Scoping Report

The scoping report prepared by WPD and submitted to
the Secretary of State to support its application for a Scoping
Opinion.

Screening

The formal process undertaken to determine whether it is
necessary to carry out a statutory Environmental Impact
Assessment and publish an Environmental Statement in
accordance with the EIA Regulations.

Significance

The significance of effects considers the value (or sensitivity) of
the receptor and the magnitude and likelihood of potential
effects.

Semi-Natural

A habitat, ecosystem, community, vegetation type or landscape
which has been modified by human activity but which consists
largely of native species and appears to have similar structure
and functioning to a natural type.

Sequential Test

The risk based approach for assessing flood risk presented in
NPPF. The Sequential Test advocates development in areas of
lowest risk first.

Setting

“..the surroundings in which an historic asset is experienced, its
local context, embracing present and past relationships to the
adjacent landscape” (Cadw 2011).
“Elements of a setting may make a positive or negative
contribution to the significance of an asset, may affect the ability
to appreciate that significance or may be neutral” (DCLG 2010,
quoted in EH, 2011b).

Significance

See Significance of Effect.

Significance of
Effect

A measure of the importance or gravity of the environmental
effect, defined by either generic significance criteria, or criteria
specific to the environmental topic.

Significance (i.e.
heritage
significance)

“The sum of the cultural heritage values” (Cadw 2011).
“Significance derives not only from an asset’s physical presence,
but also from its setting” (DCLG 2005).

Significant
Environmental
Effect

An effect which is considered material to the decision-making
process.
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Site of Special
Scientific Interest
(SSSI)

The main national conservation site protection measure in Britain
designated under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.

Sound Pressure (p)

The root-mean-square value of the variation in air pressure
measured in pascals (PA), above and below atmospheric
pressure, caused by the sound.

Sound Pressure
Level (Lp)

The range of sound pressures for ordinary sound is very wide.
The use of decibels gives a smaller more convenient range of
numbers. For example, sound pressure levels ranging from 40
dB to 94 dB correspond to sound pressures ranging from 0.002
Pa to 1 Pa. A doubling of sound energy corresponds to an
increase in level of 3 dB.

Source Protection
Zone (SPZ)

Defined by the Environment Agency as wells, boreholes and
springs that are used for public drinking water supply. The zones
show the risk of contamination from activities that might cause
groundwater pollution in the area. The size and shape of a zone
depends upon subsurface conditions, how the groundwater is
removed, and other environmental factors.

Special Area of
Conservation
(SAC)

International designation implemented under the Habitats
Regulations for the protection of habitats and (non bird) species.

Special
Landscape Area
(SLA)

Non statutory designation to categorise sensitive landscapes designated by Conwy County Borough Council.

Special Protection
Area (SPA)

Area designated under article 4 of the European Communities
Council Directive on Conservation of Wild Birds for the
protection of particularly sensitive bird species, or for regularly
migrating birds: to help protect and manage areas which are
important for rare and vulnerable birds because they use them
for breeding, feeding, wintering or migration.

SP Manweb

Scottish Power Manweb (DNO for North Wales).

Stakeholder

An organisation or individual with a particular interest in the
project.

Statement of
Community
Consultation
(SOCC)

A statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult
the local community in respect of the Proposed Development
and as required by section 47 of the Planning Act 2008.
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Statutory
Consultees

Organisations that the competent authority is required to consult
by virtue of the EIA Regulations.

Statutory
Undertakers

Companies with regulatory powers and duties, such as gas,
electricity, water and transport providers / transmitters.

Strategic Options
Report (SOR)

Sets out the initial technical options for the Proposed
Development, and an appraisal of each option identifying the
preferred technical option for the Proposed Development.

Strategic Search
Area (SSA)

Associated with Welsh Government Technical Advice Note 8.
An area identified as potentially appropriate for wind farms over
25MW.

Strategic Flood
Consequence
Assessment
(SFCA)

A required part of the local planning process. SFCAs are
primarily produced by local planning authorities, in consultation
with the Environment Agency, and are intended to form the basis
for preparing appropriate policies for flood risk management at
the local level.

Study Area

The spatial area within which environmental effects are
assessed (i.e. extending a distance from the project footprint in
which significant environmental effects are anticipated to occur).
This may vary between the topic areas.

Substation

Generated electricity is fed into the electrify distribution network
through substations. Substations control the flow of power
through the network by means of transformers and switchgear,
with facilities for control, fault protection and communications.

Sustainable
Drainage System
(SuDS)

A drainage system which slows down the rainwater runoff from a
development, preventing flooding and also cleaning up
pollutants. Including, but not limited to swales, soakaways,
permeable paving, retention basins and settlement lagoons.

Technical Advice
Note (TAN)

Welsh Government Technical Advice Notes provide
supplementary guidance document on a number of planning
policy matters.
Welsh Government Technical Advice (TAN) 8: Planning for
Renewable Energy (2005) sets out renewable energy,
planning, technologies and design considerations.

Terminal Point

Location at which the 132 kV Overhead Line terminates.

Threshold

A specified level in grading effects (e.g. the order of
significance).
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Time Weighting

Sound level meters use various averaging times for the
measurement of RMS sound pressure level. The most commonly
used are fast (0.125 s averaging time), slow (1 s averaging time)
and impulse (0.035 s averaging time). Variables that are
measures with time weightings are expressed as LAFmax etc.

Towers

Steel lattice towers often called pylons.

Traffic
Assessment

Examines the potential impact of a development on the
surrounding transport network.

Tree Preservation
Order (TPO)

Made by a local planning authority if it appears that it is
expedient in the interests of amenity to make provision for the
preservation of trees or woodlands in their area in order to
protect such trees, groups of trees or woodlands as may be
specified in the order.

Undergrounding

Electricity cables laid underground.

Value

“An aspect of worth or importance, here given by people to
historic assets” (Cadw 2011).

Value, aesthetic

“Value deriving from the ways in which people draw sensory and
intellectual stimulation from a place” (Cadw 2011).

Value, communal

“Value deriving from the meanings of a place for the people who
relate to it, or for whom it figures in their collective experience or
memory” (Cadw 2011).

Value, evidential

“Value deriving from the potential of a place to yield evidence
about past human activity” (Cadw 2011).

Value, historical

“Value deriving from the ways in which past people, events and
aspects of life can be connected through a place to the present”
(Cadw 2011).

Vantage Point
Survey (VPS)

A survey method designed to record flight activity of bird
Species.

Visual Amenity

The value of a particular view or area in terms of what is seen.

Wales National
Monument Record
(WNMR)

Cadw National Monuments Record of sites and events.
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Water Framework
Directive (WFD)

EU Directive (2000/60/EC) establishing a framework for
Community action in the field of water policy, commits European
Union member states to achieve good qualitative and
quantitative status of all water bodies.

Wildlife Corridor

Linear habitats/landscape features such as hedgerows that may
increase connectivity by acting as routes between habitat
patches.

Wireframe

Computer generated line drawing based on a digital terrain
model, that illustrates the three dimensional shape of the
landscape and any features within it.

World Heritage Site

A cultural or natural site of outstanding universal value,
designated by UNESCO under the World Heritage Convention
1972, on the recommendation of national governments.

Worst Case

A principle that is applied where environmental effects may vary
(e.g. due to seasonal variations) to ensure the most severe effect
is assessed.

Written Scheme of
Investigation
(WSI)

A method statement setting out archaeological investigations.

Zone of
Theoretical
Visibility (ZTV)

A map which illustrates the potential (or theoretical) visibility of
a development.
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ADS

Archaeology Data Service

ALC

Agricultural Land Classification

AOD

Above Ordnance Datum

AONB

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

ASIDOHL

Assessment of the Significance of Impacts of Development on
Historic Landscape

ATV

All-Terrain Vehicle

AQMA

Air Quality Management Area

BAP

Biodiversity Action Plan

BD

Birds Directive

BFCP

Brecha Forest Connection Project

BGS

British Geological Survey

BOAT

By-ways Open to All Traffic

BoCC

Birds of Conservation Concern

BTO

British Trust for Ornithology

CAMS

Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy

CAS

Chemical Abstract Service

CCC

Carmarthenshire County Council

CCW

Countryside Council for Wales (now Natural Resources Wales)

CDM

Construction Design and Management

CSA

Cross Sectional Area

CEMP

Construction Environmental Management Plan

CIEEM

Chartered Institute for Ecology and Environmental Management
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CLR 11

Contaminated Land Report 11

CO2

Carbon Dioxide

CRoW

Countryside Rights of Way Act

DAT

Dyfed Archaeological Trust

dB(A)

A-weighted Decibel Level

DCLG

Department for Communities and Local Government

DCO

Development Consent Order

DECC

Department of Energy and Climate Change

DEFRA

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

DfT

Department for Transport

DMRB

Design Manual for Roads and Bridges

DNO

Distribution Network Operator (electricity)

EA

Environment Agency (in Wales, now Natural Resources Wales)

EcIA

Ecological Impact Assessment

EHV

Extra High Voltage (132kV, 66kV, 33kV)

EIA

Environmental Impact Assessment

EMF

Electromagnetic Fields

ENA ER

Electricity Networks Association Engineering Recommendation

ENATS

Energy Networks Technical Specification

EPS

European Protected Species

EPZ

Equipotential Zone

ES

Environmental Statement

EU

European Union

GIS

Geographical Information System

GSP

Grid Supply Point (132kV substation)
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HDD

Horizontal Directional Drilling

GT

Grid Transformer

HDV

Heavy Duty Vehicle

HER

Historic Environment Record

HGV

Heavy Goods Vehicle (such as an articulated or nonarticulated lorry, tipper truck, etc.)

HLC

Historic Landscape Character

HRA

Habitat Regulations Assessment

IAQM

Institute for Air Quality Management

IfA

Institute for Archaeologists

IPC

Infrastructure Planning Commission

Km

Kilometre (1,000 metres)

kV

Kilovolts (1,000 volts)

LAQM

Local Air Quality Management

LBAP

Local Biodiversity Action Plan

LDF

Long Distance Footpath

LDP

Local Development Plan

LGV

Light Goods Vehicle, for instance a van or minibus.

LiDAR

Light Detection and Ranging

LoD

Limits of Deviation

LPA

Local Planning Authority

LWS

Local Wildlife Site

MOE

Margin of Exposure

NMR

National Monuments Record

MSA

Mineral Safeguard Area

MVA

Megavolt amperes
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MW

Megawatt

NBN

National Biodiversity Network

NE

Natural England

NERC

National Environment and Rural Committees

NGC

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc

NGR

National Grid Reference

NGT

National Grid Transmission

NLR

National Library of Wales

NMRW

National Monuments Record of Wales

NO2

Nitrogen Dioxide

NOx

Oxides of Nitrogen

NPS

National Policy Statement

NRW

Natural Resources Wales

NSER

No Significant Effects Report

NSP

Noise sensitive premises

NSIP

Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project

NVC

National Vegetation Classification

NVZ

Nitrate Vulnerable Zones

Ofgem

Office of Gas and Electricity Markets

OHL

Overhead Line (conductor wires)

PICP

Pollution Incident Control Plan

PINS

Planning Inspectorate

PM10

Particulate matter of size fraction approximating to
<10mm diameter

PPG

Pollution Prevention Guidance. (Produced by the Environment
Agency)
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PPW

Planning Policy Wales

PEIR

Preliminary Environmental Information Report

Term

Description

PRoW

Public Rights of Way or PROW

pSPA

Potential SPA

RBMP

River Basin Management Plan

RCAHMW

Royal Commission for Ancient and Historical Monuments of
Wales (part of Cadw)

RES

Renewable Energy Systems Ltd (developer of Bryn Llwelyn
Wind Farm)

RIGS

Regionally Important Geological Site

RSPB

Royal Society for Protection of Birds

RWE

RWE Innogy UK Ltd (developer of Brechfa Forest West and
Brechfa Forest East Wind Farms)

SOS

Secretary of State

SAC

Special Area of Conservation

SAM

Scheduled Ancient Monument

SINC

Site of Importance for Nature Conservation

SFCA

Strategic Flood Consequence Assessment

SOR

Strategic Optioneering Report

SMR

Sites and Monuments Record

SLA

Special Landscape Area

SPA

Special Protection Area

SPZ

Source Protection Zone

SSSI

Site of Special Scientific Interest

SuDS

Sustainable Drainage System
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SWMP

Site Waste Management Plan

SOCC

Statement of Community Consultation

SSA

Strategic SearchArea

TAN

Technical Advice Notes

TPO

Tree Preservation Order

UDP

Carmarthenshire Unitary Development Plan

UGC

Underground Cable

UK-AIR

UK Air Information Resource

UKBAP

United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan

UKHAP

United Kingdom Habitat Action Plan

WAT

Welsh Archaeological Trusts

WCA

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

WFD

Water Framework Directive

WHO

World Health Organisation

WHS

World Heritage Site

WNMR

Wales National Monument Record

WPD

Western Power Distribution

WSI

Written Scheme of Investigation

WWBIC

West Wales Biodiversity Information Centre
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