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Dear Richard
Brechfa Forest Connection
Clarification of scope for traffic and transport assessment
Thank you for meeting with Glyn Price and me last week, 17 October 2014, together with
your colleagues, to review the traffic and transport issues associated with the Brechfa Forest
Connection project.
We agreed in this meeting that WPD would submit a letter setting out the agreements
reached during our productive discussions and that, once reviewed; CCC would provide
confirmation of the points by way of a formal written response.
The following points were discussed and agreed;


A Traffic and Transport ES chapter will be required but this will not provide any
assessment of construction effects due to the anticipated low traffic generation that
the development will produce.



The Noise and Air Quality chapters of the ES will not provide any environmental
assessment on the anticipated traffic generated by the development in the
construction phase.



It was agreed that the construction phase of the project will be the highest traffic
generating element of the project, and that initial traffic figures (based on a worst
case) set out by AMEC were not significant enough to require assessment.



Referring to the PINS response to WPD’s EIA scoping request, the effects of the
development in transport terms during operation and decommissioning are also
scoped out. The decommissioning traffic flows are estimated to be less than that of
construction. It is also considered that by the time the decommissioning occurs, that
traffic flows will be higher on the background network (as a result of natural traffic
growth) and as such any impacts would be diluted. To satisfy PINS, AMECs Traffic
and Transport ES chapter will set out the date of decommissioning and the likely
percentage increase in background traffic during this time period.



The proposed construction compound at the Showground in Carmarthen will be the

subject of a planning application for temporary use submitted to Carmarthenshire
County Council for determination. It will not form part of the DCO submission.


AMEC will consider the cumulative impact of AIL’s, and investigate if the delivery of
the Brechfa Forest Cable Drum AIL’s will conflict with the proposed wind farm AIL. It
was agreed that, due to the very low nature of vehicles generated by our
development, no cumulative ES Traffic and Transport assessment of general
construction vehicles will be undertaken.



Mitigation that is required as a result of the construction of the OHL will be secured
by way of a Traffic Management Plan (TMP). AMEC will undertake consultation with
the relevant stakeholders going forward to prepare a document that is agreed by all
parties.



For pulling the OHL over roads (trunk and local) overnight closures (such as that
recently undertaken on the A40) are acceptable to both SWTRA and the local
highway authority. WPD will use scaffolding and netting to minimise disruption in
accordance with our normal practices.



WPD/AMEC will provide the highways authorities with details of any poles that may
be located within highways land.



AMEC/WPD/SWRTA/CCC will work towards a Traffic and Transport Statement of
Common Ground (SoCG);

Separate to this letter AMEC will circulate a note of the meeting on 17 October 2014.
I trust that the statements above accurately reflect the discussion undertaken and I look
forward to your receiving your response on the above points. Should you seek any
clarification on the points above please contact me or Glyn Price at AMEC in the first
instance on 01743 264 114.

Andrew Hubbold

