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A. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Western Power Distribution wishes to develop a new grid connection between Brechfa Forest
West Wind Farm to an existing overhead tower line near Llandyfaelog, approximately 10km
south of Carmarthen. This will connect the Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm to the distribution
network.

This report has been produced as part of an application for a licence to undertake works that will
affect dormice (Muscardinus avellanarius). The works include the clearance of vegetation within
Nant Morlais woodland and connected hedgerows at the southern extent of the Proposed
Development.

Nest tube surveys and nut searches for the Proposed Development were undertaken by RSK
between April and October 2014. Survey equipment, comprising 571 nest-tubes, was placed in
13 sites comprising suitable dormouse habitat located along the proposed route. Dormice were
recorded at one of these locations (Site 1, Nant Morlais wood). The survey methods and results
for the surveys along the Proposed Development are described herein.

This report also assesses the impacts of the Proposed Development and outlines a strategy to
minimise or eliminate the impacts. No works likely to affect dormice will be carried out until a
European Protected Species licence has been obtained. On receipt of the licence, a mitigation
strategy will be applied as outlined in this method statement.
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B. INTRODUCTION
B.1

Background to activity/development
The proposed Brechfa Forest Connection Project will involve the construction of a
132kV power line from Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm to a suitable grid connection
point near Llandyfaelog, south of Carmarthen.
The scheme is required to distribute electricity generated from Brechfa Forest West to
Swansea and Carmarthen areas.
The majority of the route will be an overhead line on wooden poles. Cables will be
installed underground in one section along the route (shown on Figure 1).

B.2

Full details of proposed works on site that are to be covered
by the licence
A development consent order (DCO) from the Secretary of State is being sought by
Western Power Distribution for the Brechfa Forest Connection scheme.
Dormice (Muscardinus avellanarius) presence has been confirmed within Nant Morlais
wood which will be crossed by the overhead lines. Impact to the woodland has been
minimised by constructing the overhead lines in an existing gap where power lines are
already present. However some vegetation clearance will be required to install the
overhead line and to maintain sufficient clearances from electrical equipment
throughout the lifetime of the connection. It is understood that approximately 20 semimature to mature trees within Nant Morlais wood will be affected by the proposed works
to allow the overhead lines to be installed via hand-winching using pilot wires. Trees
will be coppiced, pruned or felled depending on their location in relation to the proposed
route of the overhead line.
Construction is due to commence late 2016 and it will take approximately 9 months to
complete the entire development. Vegetation clearance of the proposed route across
Nant Morlais wood will be undertaken between September and early October 2016.
Post-construction, vegetation management will be undertaken on a five yearly cycle to
cut back any vegetation which poses a risk of falling on or coming in contact with the
overhead lines.
In addition, interconnected hedgerows in the surrounding area with good connectivity to
Nant Morlais wood (i.e. hedgerows located to the west of the A484 carriageway which
is considered to be a dispersal barrier) have the potential to support dormice. It is
anticipated that eleven hedgerows will require minor pruning to remove encroaching
vegetation at existing gateways to accommodate the access routes for machinery and
materials. The cutting back of the hedgerow vegetation is anticipated to be minor, with
pruning work affecting only up to 1 m of hedgerow adjacent to existing gateways. Works
to these hedgerows will also occur in late September/early October 2016.
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B.3

Actions requiring licensing
Impacts associated with a development such as this comprise habitat loss, potential
severance of habitat and the direct risk of injury/mortality to individual dormice if a
mitigation strategy is not devised. As such, actions which require licensing involve:


damage to a dormouse breeding site or resting place;



disturbance of dormice; and



relocation of any dormouse nest found to suitable habitat outside of the working
area.

These actions are necessary to install the overhead line, to establish sufficient
clearances from electrical equipment to adjacent vegetation and to clear existing
accesses/gateways within hedgerows connected to Nant Morlais wood.
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C. SURVEY AND SITE ASSESSMENT
C.1

Existing information on the dormice at the survey site
The West Wales Biodiversity Information Centre provided dormouse records within a 2
kilometre (km) buffer of the Proposed Development. These comprised the following six
records:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

a live specimen at Cwmffrwd in 1903;
a live specimen at Capel Dewi in 1980;
a confirmed dormouse gnawed hazel nut at Llanllawddog in 1999;
a live specimen near Brechfa in 1999;
a confirmed dormouse gnawed nut near Brechfa in 2001; and
a confirmed dormouse gnawed hazel nut south of Carmarthen in 2000.

The record from 1903 have not been considered further due to their age.
The locations of the remaining records are shown in Figure 2. None of the remaining
records are from areas directly crossed by the Proposed Development however they do
suggest that populations continue to survive in this area.
However, the nationwide decline of the dormouse is well documented with their
numbers and distributional range having declined by half during the past 100 years
(Bright et al., 2006).

C.2

Statutory sites notified for the species (SSSIs) within 10km
No statutory sites notified for dormice are present within 10km of the Proposed
Development.

C.3

Objectives of any specific survey
The objective of the surveys carried out by RSK was to establish the presence or
absence of dormice along the route of the Proposed Development.
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C.4

Scaled plan/map of survey area
Figure 1 Location Plan
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Figure 2 Dormouse Records
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Figure 3 Dormouse Survey Sites
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C.5

Site/habitat description
The dormouse surveys were undertaken in areas of broadleaved woodland and
hedgerows located within or adjacent to the route of the Proposed Development. The
location of each survey site is presented in Figure 3. A detailed description of each
survey site is provided in Table C1.

C.6

Field survey(s)

C.6.1

Survey methods
Habitats along the Proposed Development were assessed for their suitability for
dormice. Dormice generally use areas of dense woody vegetation cover, and are more
likely to be found where there is a wide diversity of woody species contributing to threedimensional habitat complexity, a number of food sources, plants suitable for nestbuilding material, and good connectivity to other areas of suitable habitat. In south
Wales dormice have been found to frequently use hedgerows as well as woodlands. It
was not possible to target every hedgerow along the route and therefore a sampling
strategy was adopted based on habitat suitability and the presence of historical records
of dormouse.
Survey locations were selected where potential habitat linkages existed between
historical records and the Proposed Development. Sufficient connectivity was
determined by the occurrence of woody habitats (i.e. hedgerows, woodland or areas of
scrub) without intervening dispersal barriers (i.e. busy roads or rivers etc) taking into
consideration the width of the road, the presence of overhanging canopy trees and the
dominance of suitable habitat located on both sides. Additional areas were targeted
where dormouse had not previously been recorded if suitable habitat existed.
A total of 571 artificial nest-tubes were placed in 13 suitable locations along the
Proposed Development. Locations of dormouse survey sites 1 to 13 are shown in
Figure 3.
Dormouse nest tubes were placed out in suitable habitat in the beginning of March,
April or May 2014 with the exception of Site 2 where tubes were installed in June (due
to access restrictions). All survey tubes were in place until the end of the survey
season in November.
Table C-1 below shows the points for each of the 13 sites surveyed along the route.
Sites were subjected to hazel nut searches to help give a more definite answer for
presence/absence.
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C-1 Dormouse tube survey area locations
C.6.2

Hyperlink

Dormouse
Survey
Area

Grid
Reference

Habitat Description

Survey
Area or
Length

Date
installed
and No.
of
Tubes

Survey
Months

Survey
Score

Nut search

1

SN 40344
11380

Broadleaved woodland following the course of a
stream (Nant Morlais). Well connected to
surrounding habitats by hedges. Surrounding
landscape is mostly arable and pasture fields
separated by hedges.

42,000 m2

April
50 tubes

May,
June,
July,
Aug,
Sept,
Oct

23

N/A. Presence
confirmed

2

SN43598
16237

These tubes are set out along the hedgerow within
pasture fields where cows are currently grazing.

580 m

July
25 tubes

Aug,
Sept,
Oct

16

Search completed

3

SN44406
18333

Two broadleaved woodland blocks linked by a
hedgerow 50 m long. Surrounding landscape is
mostly arable and pasture fields separated by
hedges.

40,000 m2

April
50 tubes

May,
June,
July,
Aug,
Sept,
Oct

23

Not undertaken. Not
enough fruiting hazel
present

4

SN43346
19821

These tubes are set out along hedgerows between
agricultural fields and deciduous woodland, with
little under-storey.

1,000 m2

May 50
tubes

July,
Aug,
Sept,
Oct

22

Search completed

5

SN43106
20330

This survey area includes rough grassland with
hedgerows where the tubes are located and
deciduous, mainly beech, woodlands rolling down
to River Towy. Just outside the route but well
connected to hedgerows which cross the line.

950 m

May 50
tubes

June,
July,
Aug,
Sept,
Oct

22

Search completed
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Dormouse
Survey
Area

Grid
Reference

Habitat Description

Survey
Area or
Length

Date
installed
and No.
of
Tubes

Survey
Months

Survey
Score

Nut search

6

SN43363
21607

This site is located next to the Rover Towy where
the deciduous hedgerows of hazel and hawthorn
have been used to situate the tubes.

650 m

May 30
tubes

July,
Aug,
Sept,
Oct

22

Not undertaken.
Immature hazel only

7

SN43383
22624

Two tree belts and a linear block of woodland
alongside a road. The two tree belts cross the
alignment corridor and all of the sample area is
well connected to the surrounding area.

23,000 m2

March
50 tubes

Apr,
May,
June,
July,
Aug,
Sept,
Oct

23

Not undertaken. Not
enough fruiting hazel

8

SN43384
25152

A stand of broadleaved woodland and scrub
adjacent to marshy grassland on a slope leading
down to a wooded stream corridor.

25,000 m2

March
50 tubes

July,
Aug,
Sept

21

Search completed,

9

SN43627
25305

A dense hedge alongside a farm track. At the
southern end it links into a wooded stream
corridor, which in turn links to Site 8.

330 m

March
16 tubes

Apr,
June,
Aug,
Sept,
Oct

23

Search completed

10

SN43533
27971

A small stand of broadleaved woodland and
hedges on field boundaries. The adjacent fields
are marshy grassland and rough grassland.

10,000 m2
and 500 m

April
50 tubes

May,
Aug,
Sept

21

Search completed

11

SN43444
28593

Broadleaved woodland around the edge of
coniferous plantation. This site is mostly outside
of the alignment corridor, but is well connected to
hedges that cross the corridor.

25,000 m2
and 160 m

April
50 tubes

May,
June,
July,
Aug,
Sept

21

Not undertaken. Not
enough fruiting hazel
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Dormouse
Survey
Area

Grid
Reference

Habitat Description

Survey
Area or
Length

Date
installed
and No.
of
Tubes

Survey
Months

Survey
Score

Nut search

12

SN44199
30443

This site consists of hedgerows and semi-mature
trees around marshy grasslands.

1,100 m

May
50 tubes

July,
Aug,
Sept

20

Search completed

13

SN45200
31075

Hedges and woodland around the edge of pasture
fields.

1,000 m

April
50 tubes

May,
June,
July,
Aug,
Sept,
Oct

23

Not undertaken.
Immature hazel only
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Hazel nut searches involved searching 10 m x 10 m quadrats and collecting a minimum
of 100 hazel nuts which had signs of gnawing by small mammals. Five quadrats, were
assessed within each site and then studied for evidence of possible dormouse feeding.
Dormice leave characteristic teeth marks on hazel nuts which can be separated from
teeth marks left by other small mammals such as Wood Mice and voles.
Survey equipment was only checked by, or in the presence of the following
individuals;
Rosamund
Benbow
(NRW
Dormouse
licence
52039:OTH:SA:2014), Gareth Blockley (NRW Dormouse licence
47078:OTH:SA:2013),Matthew
Collis
(NRW
Dormouse
licence
541666:OTH:SA:2014) and John Daw (NRW Dormouse licence
53439:OTH:SA:2014.

C.6.2

licensed
number
number
number
number

Weather
Weather conditions during the dormouse presence/absence surveys were optimal with
no rain and a minimum temperature of 10.2 °C, and a maximum temperature of 20° C
recorded during visits.

C.6.3

Timing
Dormouse nest-tubes were placed out in suitable habitat during the first week of March,
April and May 2014 with the exception of Site 2 where tubes were installed in June.
Equipment in 12 of the 13 locations was then checked a minimum of four times (Site 2
received three checks due to access restrictions). All sites received a check during the
peak survey period of August and September. Tubes were left in situ until the end of the
survey season and collected in January 2015. The table below shows the dates of
survey visits. The hazel nut searches were all carried out during September as this is
the best month for fruiting hazel and because dormice are more likely to be feeding on
hazel nuts at this time to gain weight for hibernation.
C-2 Survey timings
Survey Number

Dates of Survey

1

Between 23/04/14 – 24/04/14

2

Between 19/05/14 – 21/05/14

3

Between 09/06/14 – 17/06/14

4

Between 14/07/14 – 29/07/14

5

Between 12/08/14 – 29/08/14

6

Between 10/09/14 – 30/09/14

7

Between 22/10/14 – 27/10/14
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C.6.4

Constraints
Due to access restrictions survey visits for a particular month for some sites were not
carried out (see Table C-1). However this is not considered to be a significant
constraint as the nest tubes were in place for the majority of the season (with the
exception of Site 2) and nest tubes were checked during the peak survey period of
August and September, when dormice are most likely to be recorded. In addition,
where fruiting hazel (Corylus avellana) occurred, nest tube surveys were complemented
with hazel nut searches for characteristic gnawing marks to ensure a sufficient level of
survey effort was used. The negative results from both types of survey are likely to be a
true representation of the status of dormice at a given site.
The number of tubes set out for Sites 2, 6 and 9 was below the recommended 50 tubes
for dormouse surveys (Bright et al 2006). This was due to restricted land owner consent
for that area, which resulted in a reduction of suitable habitat available for the survey.
Consequently the number of tubes installed was fewer as tubes were kept at the
recommended distance of 15 – 20 m apart. However this is not considered to be a
significant constraint as hazel nut searches where completed for Site 2 and Site 9 (site
6 did not have fruiting hazel so nut searches couldn’t be carried out here). In addition
Site 9 is located within 150m from Site 8 and is connected via hedgerows and a
wooded stream. Therefore, the results for these two survey sites supplement one
another given their close proximity and connectivity.
A limited number of nest tubes were installed for Site 6 due to the limited extent of
suitable habitat in this area. A total of 30 nest tubes were installed within well
structured hedgerows and along the wooded stream. However, the extent of these
habitats only allowed for the installation of 30 nest tubes (spaced 20m apart).
Surrounding hedgerows to the site were poorly structured and contained frequent gaps.
Subsequently these hedgerows were omitted from the survey due to their poor
suitability.

C.7

Survey results
Table C-3 below shows the results of the nest-tube surveys. Dormice were recorded at
one location (Site 1) only. This survey location is shown on Figure 3.
Detailed nest-tube surveys elsewhere along the proposed route did not identify any
evidence of dormouse at any point during the surveys. The following codes are used in
Table C-3 below: DM – Dormouse, WM – Wood Mouse, J= Juvenile, A=Adult.
C-3 Positive Dormouse Results
Survey
Area

Visit 1

Visit 2

Visit 3

Visit 4

Visit 5

Visit 6

Points

Site 1

2 DM
(A) & 3
nests

2 DM
nests

1 DM
(A) & 2
nests,
WM
signs

3 DM
nests

3 DM
(2A, 1J)
&2
nests

2 DM
(2J & 2
nests,
WM)

23
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The search for hazel nuts with characteristic gnawed markings did not find any
additional populations of dormice along the route of the Proposed Development.
In addition to RSK’s surveys RWE carried out presence / absence surveys for dormice
at the northern end of the route around the Brechfa West Wind Farm substation (in
Brechfa Forest) to inform their EIA. No signs of dormice were found.

C.8

Interpretation/evaluation of survey results
The presence/absence surveys identified a breeding population of dormice is present in
Site 1, an area of broadleaved woodland referred to as Nant Morlais wood and located
at the southern extent of the route. A breeding population was confirmed when both
adults and juveniles were recorded. The proposed route of the overhead line will cross
Nant Morlais wood. To facilitate the installation of the overhead line the pruning,
coppicing and/or felling of approximately 20 trees is required.
In addition, hedgerows with connectivity to Nant Morlais wood will require cutting back
at 11 existing gateways to facilitate vehicle access. Vegetation clearance work will be
undertaken in September and October 2016.
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D. IMPACT ASSESSMENT
D.1

Short-term impacts: disturbance, injury and death
Anticipated works within Nant Morlais woodland has the potential to disturb, kill or injure
both young and adult dormice and the potential to damage or destroy breeding sites
and resting places via the felling, coppicing or pruning of approximately 20 trees and
the cable hand-stringing (as illustrated on Figure 4). Furthermore, vulnerable young are
at risk of abandonment by adults as a cause of disturbance if works are undertaken
during the breeding season. Similarly, hibernation sites would be damaged or
destroyed and hibernating animals on the ground would also be at risk of death or injury
if work was to progress in winter months.
Continued noise from site staff and noise and vibration from machinery may also disturb
dormice occupying breeding sites or resting places.
Vegetation clearance works for the widening of existing gateways within connected
hedgerows to Nant Morlais wood has the potential to disturb and injure dormice, and to
destroy nests. The locations of the gateways which require widening are shown in
Figure 5.

D.2

Long-term impacts: habitat modification
The loss of 20 trees and the five yearly cycle of vegetation management under and
adjacent to the overhead line will create a woodland ride-type habitat.
No long term habitat modification will occur at hedgerows.

D.3

Long term impacts: habitat loss
No long term habitat loss will occur to Nant Morlais wood or to connected hedgerows.
Large trees will not be allowed to grow under or next to the overhead line but this does
not constitute a long term loss of habitat as an understory of low-growing shrubs such
as hazel will remain. Impacted hedgerows will be allowed to grow back and no future
vegetation removal is proposed at access points.

D.4

Long term impacts: fragmentation and isolation
No long term fragmentation or isolation of the dormouse population within connected
hedgerows to Nant Morlais wood is anticipated.
Vegetation management under and adjacent to the overhead line within Nant Morlais
woodland will be undertaken on a five year rotation, this will be focused on removing or
pruning any large trees which are at risk of falling onto, or coming within 5 m of the
overhead lines. This management work will not create habitat fragmentation issues.
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D.5

Post-development impacts
In the absence of mitigation, vegetation management on a five year rotation has
potential to cause injury or harm to dormice. Works can destroy breeding sites or
hibernating sites on the ground, depending on the time of year the management is
carried out.

D.6

Predicted scale of impact
The anticipated scale of the proposed works is considered to be small and temporary.
The predicted scale of impacts for the proposed works is minor and it will only affect the
dormouse population in Nant Morlais woodland and its adjacent hedgerows.
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Figure 4 Trees Potentially Affected in Nant Morlais Woodland
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Figure 5 Hedge Pruning in Surrounding Hedges
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E. MITIGATION, COMPENSATION AND
MONITORING
E.1

Site clearance methods
The mitigation scheme for dormice will involve removing vegetation post-breeding
season and prior to the hibernation season in late September and early October in line
with published guidelines from Forestry Commission Wales (Dormouse Guidance
Wales 2010). Prior to clearance works commencing in Nant Morlais wood, and as far in
advance of works commencing as possible (ideally a year), 30 wooden dormouse nest
boxes will be installed within the remaining woodland habitat and all contractors will be
given a toolbox talk on the protection afforded to dormice, their ecology and the details
of the method of works by an appropriately qualified ecologist.
Affected vegetation will be searched thoroughly for dormouse nests by an experienced
and licensed ecologist prior to works commencing. Vegetation clearance works will then
be carried out in a single direction across the woodland to ‘push’ dormice out of the
work area. All work will be undertaken under the supervision of the licensed ecologist.
In the unlikely event that dormice are discovered they will be carefully translocated to
the pre-installed nest boxes within Nant Morlais woodland. Once inside, the box will be
temporarily bunged to prevent the escape of dormice during daylight hours. Dormouse
boxes will be opened the same evening to allow dormice to vacate the boxes of their
own accord but under the cover of darkness/diminishing light.
For works affecting hedgerows connected to Nant Morlais wood, the affected areas will
be searched by a licensed and experienced ecologist for the presence of dormouse
nests prior to vegetation works commencing. Hedgerows will be cut back using hand
tools and under the supervision of the attending ecologist. In the unlikely event that a
dormouse nest is discovered the nest will be checked for the presence of dormice. If
present then the animal/s will be captured and temporarily placed within a nest box and
released within the adjoining section of hedgerow once works are completed. No nest
boxes are to permanently remain within the adjacent hedgerow/s.

E.2

Dormice habitat

E.2.1

In-situ retention of habitat
All woodland habitat either side of the overhead line will be retained. The total area of
the woodland is approximately 24.5ha in size and includes a large area of Ancient
Woodland in the north.

E.2.2

Modification of existing habitat
The Proposed Development will only require the removal of large trees which would
obstruct the hand installation of the overhead line or have potential to fall on, and
damage, the overhead wires.
Tree removal will be assessed on a five year cycle and trees will only be removed if it is
not possible to safely prune and retain them.
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E.2.3

New habitat creation
The ride created as a result of the coppicing will be planted with hazel (Corylus
avellana) to enhance the food supply for Dormice. Only native species of local
providence will be used. It is anticipated that planting will occur in November/December
and will have established fully by year 3 (post construction). Some cut material will be
retained in situ as brash piles located in selected locations within the ride created (but
not on top of planting so as to hinder growth) as further enhancement of the area.
No habitat creation is proposed within connected hedgerows in the surrounding area to
Nant Morlais wood.

E.2.4

Habitat losses and gain summary table
The areas of habitat to be retained, removed, enhanced or created are shown in Table
E-1 below.
E-1 Habitat loss and gains summary table

E.3

Habitat loss

Habitat gain

0.1 ha – estimated temporary loss
associated with 6m width required
between poles for hand winching

Affected vegetation will be allowed to
regenerate as coppice. Hazel will be planted
within the ride created and a minimum of six
brash piles to be installed within winching
area.

Permanent loss of 20 semi-mature to
mature trees

Affected vegetation will be allowed to
regenerate as coppice. A woodland ride will
be created.

1 m cutting back of hedgerows adjacent to
11 existing gates

Hedgerows will be allowed to regenerate
naturally

Mechanisms for ensuring delivery of mitigation and
compensation measures
The DCO application will include a requirement for a European Protected Species
licence for works that may affect dormouse in this area. All requirements will need to be
‘signed off’ by the consultees before works on the project can commence.

E.4

Mitigation contingencies
It may be possible for ongoing vegetation management to be carried out under a
method statement approved by NRW. This would be as an alternative to applying for a
separate EPS licence prior to each occurrence of vegetation management (i.e. every
five years). Discussions are ongoing with NRW on this matter.

E.5

Bio-security risk assessment
No non-native species have been identified in the woodland at Nant Morlais. Standard
best practice construction practices will be enforced with regard to preventing the
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potential spread of non-native species or disease into the area, or from this area to
other areas along the route.
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F.POST-DEVELOPMENT SITE SAFEGUARD
F.1

Habitat/site management and maintenance
Western Power Distribution will be responsible for the ongoing management of the area
underneath the overhead lines (both practically and financially). Vegetation adjacent to
the overhead lines will be managed on a five year cycle to maintain a minimum distance
of 5 m between the overhead lines and vegetation. This will require the pruning and
coppicing of trees as necessary to prevent vegetation coming in contact with the
overhead lines. Works will be carried out using hand tools (i.e. chainsaw) by trained
contractors and in line with current guidelines for works affecting European Protected
Species.
No habitat management works are proposed on the surrounding hedgerows to Nant
Morlais wood post-development.

F.2

Population monitoring and habitat monitoring
Due to the anticipated scale of the impacts to the dormouse population monitoring will
be carried out on the first, third and fifth year post-development within Nant Morlais
wood to coincide with the first cycle of the 5 year management plan.
At least two box checks will be carried out annually duringthe main breeding season in
years 1, 3 and 5 post development.

F.3

Post-development mitigation contingencies
There will be no net loss woodland and hedgerow habitat as a result of the Proposed
Development.
Prior to the commencement of development, WPD will provide a monetary contribution
which shall be used to fund the cost of implementing one or more of the following:



the laying (and fencing) of hedgerows;



the planting of trees;



the planting of new hedgerows/hedgerow plants;



the blocking of existing drainage ditches;



the removal of invasive species; and



the provision of nest boxes (birds, bats, dormice).

The fund shall operate within a geographical area defined as 3km either side of the
Proposed Development.
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G. TIMETABLE OF WORKS
No works to dormice habitat will commence until a Natural Resources Wales EPS
Dormouse licence has been received.
Vegetation removal works within Nant Morlais wood and connected hedgerows will be
undertaken in late September and early October. This is to coincide with the active
season for dormice but outside of the breeding and hibernation periods for the species.
Planting of hazel will occur in November/December 2016. Post construction
monitoring/maintenance checks will take place in year 1, year 3 and year 5. These will
include provisions for watering and any replacement of failed mitigation planting.
Flexibility will be retained with regard to timings of checks and more checks and/or
intensive treatment will be carried out if required (i.e. if a period of dry weather occurs).
Dormouse population monitoring will take place in year 1, year 3 and year 5 post
construction. At least two box checks will be undertaken annually.
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H. LAND OWNERSHIP
H.1

Mitigation site/compensation site ownership
Mr Richards, Penyback, Landyfaelog, owns the woodland area.

H.2

Mitigation site/compensation ownership post construction
Mr Richards will continue to own the woodland however Western Power Distribution will
have rights to maintain the overhead line and the area beneath it for maintenance
purposes (including any vegetation management required). Western Power Distribution
will also have rights to monitor the dormouse population for a total of five years.
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