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Appendix 9.7: Visual effects on Road Users
1.1

Introduction

1.1.1

This appendix considers the visual effects of the Proposed Development on
road users. All roads within 1km of the Proposed Development have been
considered where they fall within the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) of
the development (see Figure 9.3 maps 1 to 3 of the main landscape and
visual chapter (Volume 6.3)). The amount of detailed assessment
undertaken however is commensurate with the proximity of the road and the
likely level of effect.

1.1.2

Roads are identified as (R) within the schedule below and retain the same
reference number along the route despite being assessed separately within
each project landscape character area (pLCA) they pass through. Road
users are principally considered to be motorists and cyclists. Cyclists using
promoted cycle trails and national cycle routes that may combine on and off
road sections are considered in Appendix 9.8 (Volume 6.4).

1.1.3

In accordance with the agreed scope of the assessment the following effects
are considered:


the visual effects during the construction phase for underground sections
of the route; and



the visual effects associated with establishing highway visibility splays,
access and undergrounding of existing overhead WPD assets during the
construction phase.

1.1.4

The visual effects of the operational phase for both underground and
overhead sections of the route (including the implications of any vegetation
removal that may have occurred through the introduction of the connection
1
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or as a result of ongoing maintenance to keep the route clear).

1.2

Approach

1.2.1

The schedule below provides a baseline description of visual conditions at
each road within each pLCA; an assessment of combined sensitivity based
upon criteria provided in section 9.4 of the main chapter (Volume 6.2); and
an assessment of the degree and significance of the likely visual effects
(construction and operational taking account of all assessment criteria set
out within the methodology provided in section 9.4 of the main landscape
and visual chapter of this assessment).

1.2.2

The assessment of sensitivity identifies whether the visual effect may arise
as a result of either an overhead (O) or underground (U) section of the route
(in some instances the location may be affected by both, and its sensitivity to
each may vary). The visual sensitivity of road users to the development is
generally considered to be low. Where a higher value is indicated,
reasoning is provided (e.g. where a road is generally agreed to be
associated with high levels of recreational or tourist use).

1.2.3

The assessment combines separate consideration of the degree of visual
change that would occur, the extent (or length) of the Proposed
Development that would potentially be visible, the duration over which the
visual change would persist (in this regard the Proposed Development is
treated as a permanent feature but this may vary depending on changes to
surrounding vegetation cover) and whether the change is likely to be
reversible (all visual changes associated with this development are generally
considered to be potentially reversible (i.e. the Proposed Development could
be removed and vegetation generally re-establish) and only those locations
where effects are likely to be irreversible are highlighted in the table (e.g.
where unique/rare landscape components or mature/‘veteran’ trees are to be
removed)).
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Table 1: Detailed assessment table: Schedule of construction and operational phase visual effects on road users
Ref

Receptor and baseline conditions

Sensitivity to the Proposed
Development (combined
susceptibility and value)
O – Overhead line
U – Underground cable

Effect (Change and Significance)
(i)
Construction phase
(ii)
Operational phase

pLCA1: Nant Morlais West of Llandyfaelog (see Figure 9.4 map 1)
A484
Low (O)
This section of the A484 begins just to the north of
PRoW Llandyfaelog 27 and ends at the junction at
the road from Llandyfaelog to Ferryside.
This section of the A484 is surrounded by high
hedgerow on both sides of the road. Long distance
views to the east can be glimpsed through gaps in
hedgerow. Glimpsed views to the west through
gaps in hedgerow are medium to short in distance
due to the rising topography. Long distance, narrow
views enclosed by hedgerow are available to the
north and south. Pylons forming the 132kV route
and 400kV route can be seen in views to the north.
pLCA2: Coastal Hills North West of Llandyfaelog (see Figure 9.4 map 1)

(i)
(ii)

R1

R1

A484
This section of the A484 begins at the junction at the
road from Llandyfaelog to Ferryside and ends
Llwencylyn Farm.

Low (O)

(i)

In the southern part of this section the A484 is
generally surrounded by high hedgerow on both
sides of the road. Long distance views to the east
can be glimpsed through gaps in hedgerows.
Medium to short distance, glimpsed views are
available to the west through gaps in hedgerows.
Long distance, narrow views enclosed by
hedgerows are available to the north and south.

(ii)

3

Construction phase (O): Not Significant (negligible).
Operational phase (O): The closest section of the Proposed
Development is located at a distance of approximately 590m
from the north of this section of the A484. Rising topography
to the west fully mitigates views of the overhead line. Overall
negligible degree of change to view. Not Significant
(negligible) visual effect.

Construction phase (O): The undergrounding of the
existing lower voltage overhead line that may occur
between poles 21 and 22 would be screened by mature
hedgerow trees. The scaffold over the road between poles
16 and 17 would be visible. Not Significant (negligible).
Operational phase (O): The Proposed Development
crosses the A484 at pole 16. Views of the Proposed
Development would be largely screened by high roadside
hedgerows in the south of this section of the A484. Over
high ground south of pole 16 views of the Proposed
Development would be mitigated by high roadside
hedgerows. Within the low lying area of Upland Arms it is
likely that the Proposed Development would be visible
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between poles 13 to 24 (additional poles may be visible
but at such a distance as to not be significant). Overall
medium degree of change to view would be seen over a
distance of approximately 600m of the A484 associated
with approximately 1.2km of the overhead route. Minor
visual changes resulting from the removal and
management of vegetation. Visual changes would be
permanent and reversible. Not Significant (minor) visual
effect due to the low sensitivity to the receptor to the
Proposed Development.

Medium to long distance, open views are available
in all directions within the low lying area of Upland
Arms, which are filtered by high roadside hedgerow.
North of Upland Arms to Llwencelyn where this
section ends, short to medium distance views
become enclosed by mature hedgerow trees.
Pylons forming the 132 kV route can be seen to the
west. Pylons forming the 400kV route can be seen
to the east. A telecoms mast at Crugan Fawr can be
seen in views from the north towards the south of
this section of the A484.
pLCA3: Southwest of Bancycapel (see Figure 9.4 map 1)
R1

A484
This section of the A484 begins at Llwencylyn Farm
and ends at the junction with the minor country lane
connecting the road to Bancycapel. High roadside
hedgerows are present on either side of the road
enclosing views. Intermittent groups of hedgerow
trees are present along the southern part of this
section providing intermittent localised screening to
views. Long distance views of open agricultural land
can be glimpsed through gaps in hedgerow. Views
open up to the north of the area. High ground can
be seen in views to the east. Pylons forming the
400kV routes can be seen from this section of the
A484.

Low (O)

(i)
(ii)

Construction phase (O): Not Significant (negligible).
Operational phase (O): The closest section of the
Proposed Development is located at pole 30 at a distance
of approximately 540m. Views of the Proposed
Development would be largely screened by high roadside
hedgerows and viewed at such as distance as to be barely
perceptible within the view. It is likely that the Proposed
Development would be visible in glimpsed, distant views
between trees approximately between poles 22 to 32
(additional poles may be visible but at such a distance as
to not be significant). No visual changes arising from the
removal or management of vegetation. Overall low degree
of change to view would be seen over a distance of
approximately 1.4km of the A484 associated with
approximately 1.27km of the overhead route. No visual
changes resulting from the removal and management of
vegetation. Visual changes would be permanent and fully
reversible. Not Significant (negligible) visual effect.

(i)
(ii)

Construction phase (O): Not Significant (negligible).
Operational phase (O): The closest section of the
Proposed Development is located at pole 40 at a distance
of approximately 660m. Views of the Proposed
Development would be largely screened by high roadside

pLCA4: Middleton Hills East of Cwmffrwd (see Figure 9.4 map 1 & 2)
R1

A484
This section of the A484 begins at the junction with
the minor country lane connecting the road to
Bancycapel and ends at the 1km study boundary at
the junction with the B4309. High roadside

Low (O)
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R2

R3

hedgerows are present on either side of the road
enclosing views. Groups of hedgerow trees are
infrequently scattered along the road providing
intermittent localised screening to views. Long
distance views of open agricultural land can be
glimpsed through gaps in hedgerows. Medium to
long distance views of higher ground to the east can
be seen above hedgerows. As the road descends
towards Idole long distance panoramic views of the
Towy valley can be seen.
Pylons forming the 400kV route can be seen from
this section of the A484.
B4309
This section of the B4309 extends from the junction
with the A484 to the north to the 1km study area
boundary south of Bancy Capel to the south.
High roadside hedgerows are present on either side
of the road enclosing views. Long distance views to
the northwest are available as the topography
descends north of Bancycapel. Glimpsed, long
distance, open views are available through gaps in
the hedgerow.

B4306
This section of the B4306 extends from the 1km
study area boundary to the southeast to the junction
with the B4309 to the north. This road passes over
undulating land. High hedgerows present along the
road filter views. Long open views towards the
Proposed Development to the north are available
from elevated areas south of Garthowen. Medium
distance views towards the Proposed Development
are available from the north of Garthowen and are

hedgerows and viewed at such a distance as to be barely
perceptible within the view. No visual changes arising
from the removal or management of vegetation. Overall
negligible degree of change to view would be seen over a
distance of approximately 1.1km of the A484 associated
with approximately 1.4km of the overhead route. No visual
changes resulting from the removal and management of
vegetation. Visual changes would be permanent and fully
reversible. Not Significant (negligible) visual effect.

Low (O)

(i)

(ii)

Low (O)

(i)

(ii)
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Construction phase (O): The scaffold over the road
between poles 41 and 42 would be visible. Not
Significant (negligible).
Operational phase (O): The Proposed Development
crosses the road at pole 42. It is likely that the Proposed
Development would be visible approximately between
poles 34 to 45 (additional poles may be visible but at such
a distance as to not be significant) against a sky
background in views in the vicinity of Gelliddu Farm. At
this point a greater number of twin poles are visible.
Overall medium degree of change to the view would be
seen over a distance of approximately 500m of the road,
associated with 1.5km of the overhead route. No visual
changes arising from the management or removal of
vegetation. Visual changes would be permanent and fully
reversible. Not Significant (minor) visual effect due to the
low sensitivity of the receptor to the Proposed
Development.
Construction phase (O): The scaffold over the road
between poles 45 and 46 would be visible. Not
Significant (negligible).
Operational phase (O): The Proposed Development
crosses the road at pole 45. It is likely that the Proposed
Development would be visible approximately between
poles 42 to 52 (additional poles may be visible but at such
a distance as to not be significant). Overall medium
degree of change to the view would be seen over a
distance of approximately 700m of the road, associated
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enclosed by mature hedgerow trees.

R4

A48
This section of the A48 is located in the valley
bottom to the west and rises over the valley slopes
to the east. The road is generally lined by mature
trees screening views to the north and south.
Breaks in vegetation occur in the vicinity of the
Proposed Development enabling long views over the
valley sides to the north and south.

Low (O)

(i)

(ii)

with 1.36km of the overhead route. No visual changes
arising from the management or removal of vegetation.
Visual changes would be permanent and fully reversible.
Not Significant (minor) visual effect due to the low
sensitivity of the receptor to the Proposed Development.
Construction phase (O): The scaffold over the road
between poles 70 to 71 would be visible at close range.
Distant views of the scaffold over Heol Login would be
glimpsed to the north. Not Significant (negligible).
Operational phase (O): The Proposed Development
crosses the road between poles 70 and 71. It is likely that
the Proposed Development would be visible approximately
between poles 62 to 78 (additional poles may be visible
but at such a distance as to not be significant). Overall
medium degree of change to the view would be seen over
a distance of approximately 700m of the road, associated
with approximately 1.86km of the overhead route. Minor
visual changes arising from the management and removal
of vegetation. Visual changes would be permanent and
irreversible. Not Significant (minor) visual effect due to
the low sensitivity of the receptor to the Proposed
Development.

pLCA7: Towy Valley Bottom (see Figure 9.4 map 2)
R5

B4300
This section of the B4300 extends from the edge of
Pensarn in the west to the west of Penlan in the
east. High roadside hedgerows and trees filter
views to the north and south along the majority of
the road. Longer distance views over the valley side
to the south are available through gaps in hedgerow
and in the vicinity of Towy Park.

Low (O&U)

(i)

6

Construction phase (O&U): A horizontal directional drilling
(HDD) exit compound is located at approximately 150m
from the road. The HDD exit compound and access tracks
would be visible where the hedgerow breaks in the vicinity
of Pant Farm and Towy Park. In addition to this the cable
laydown area would also be visible. A HDD entry
compound is located approximately 150m from the road.
Views of the HDD entry compound would be heavily
filtered through roadside trees, however glimpsed views
may occur. No visual changes arising from the removal or
management of vegetation. Overall a low degree of
change to the view would be seen over a distance of
approximately 700m of the road, associated with 300m of
the underground route. Visual changes would be
temporary and reversible. Not Significant (minor) visual
effect due to the low sensitivity to the development.
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(ii)

Operational phase (O&U): The closest section of the
Proposed Development is located at pole 86 at
approximately 170m from the road. It is likely that the
Proposed Development would be visible from pole 85 to
terminal pole 86 (additional poles may be visible but at
such a distance as to not be significant). Overall low
degree of change to the view would be seen over a
distance of approximately 700m of the road, associated
with approximately 100m of the overhead route. No visual
changes arising from the management and removal of
vegetation. Visual changes would be permanent and
reversible. Not Significant (minor) visual effect.

(i)

Construction phase (U): Two horizontal directional drilling
(HDD) entry compounds and two HDD exit compounds are
located in close proximity to the road. The closest HDD
entry compound is located at a distance of approximately
20m from the road. Mature trees screen views of the
closest HDD entry compound and the HDD exit
compound. Views of the HDD exit compound at the
Abergwili football pitch and the adjacent HDD entry
compound north of Abergwili Road would be visible in
glimpsed views to the south where the tree cover breaks.
The excavator used for open cut trenching works would
also be visible behind hedgerow. Overall low degree of
change in view would be seen over a distance of
approximately 50m of the road, associated with
approximately 150m of the underground route. No visual
changes arising from the management and removal of
vegetation. Visual changes would be permanent and
reversible. Not Significant (minor) visual effect
Operational phase (U): No additional issues. Not
Significant (negligible).
Construction phase (U): The underground route crosses
this section of the A485 slightly to the north of the
Glangwili bridge. The satellite construction compound is
also located in close proximity to the road and would be
visible in views to the east. Views of open cut trenching
works and access tracks would be available to the east

pLCA8: Abergwili (see Figure 9.4 map 2)
R6

A40
Views from this section of the A40 are screened by
densely planted mature trees. Open views across
the Towy valley are available over a very short
distance where the tree cover breaks in the vicinity
of PRoW Abergwili 1 and the Towy Trail crosses the
A40.

Low (U)

(ii)
R7

A485
This section of the A485 extends from the A40
roundabout in the south to the junction with the
minor country lane to the north of Frondeg. Mature
trees and hedgerows enclose views throughout the
majority of this section of the A485. Slightly more

Low (U)

(i)

7
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open views are available to the east towards
Abergwili over a short section of the road in close
proximity to the Glangwili bridge.

(ii)

across the valley bottom and along the roadside verge to
the west. Overall medium degree of change in view would
be seen over a distance of approximately 840m of the
road, associated with approximately 1.3km of the
underground route. No visual changes arising from the
management and removal of roadside vegetation. Visual
changes are permanent and reversible. Not Significant
(minor) visual effect
Operational phase (U): No additional issues. Not
Significant (negligible).

pLCA9: West of Peniel (see Figure 9.4 map 2&3)
R7

A485
This section of the A485 extends from the junction
with the minor country lane to the north of Frondeg
to slightly south of Rhydargaeau in the vicinity of
Pen-lan-Fach. Generally open views with
intermittent screening by mature trees and roadside
hedgerows are available towards the Proposed
Development as the road crosses elevated ground
over the majority of this section of the A485.
Screening of views towards the Proposed
Development occurs by built form as the road
passes through Peniel.

Low (O)

(i)
(ii)

Construction phase (O): Not Significant (negligible).
Operational phase (O): The closest section of the
Proposed Development is located in the vicinity of pole 93
at a distance of approximately 280m from the road. It is
likely that the Proposed Development would be visible
approximately between poles 91 to 96 and 99 to 111
(additional poles may be visible, but at such a distance as
to not be significant). Views would be filtered in places by
mature hedgerow trees and roadside hedgerow. Overall
low degree of change to the view would be seen over a
distance of approximately 2.0km of the road, associated
with approximately 2.6km of the overhead route. Minor
visual changes arising from the management and removal
of vegetation. Visual changes would be permanent and
fully reversible. Not Significant (negligible) visual effect.

(i)
(ii)

Construction phase (O): Not Significant (negligible).
Operational phase (O): The closest section of the route is
located in the vicinity of pole 126 at a distance of
approximately 5100m from the road. It is likely that the
Proposed Development would be visible approximately
between poles 100 to 115 and 117 to 121 (additional poles
may be visible, but at such a distance as to not be
significant). Views would be filtered by mature hedgerow
trees and roadside hedgerow. Visual changes arising from
the management or removal of mature trees along the
Nant Brechfa river and a mature group of conifers. Overall

pLCA10: Llanpumsaint Hills west of Rhydargaeau (see Figure 9.4 map 3)
R7

A485
This section of the A485 extends from slightly south
of Rhydargaeu to the junction with Brynbedw Road.
Open views are available towards the Proposed
Development of the Nant Brechfa valley and its
slopes. Buildings and mature trees filter views
towards the Proposed Development north of Allt Y
Fawnen.

Low (O)

8
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R8

B4301
This section of the B4031 extends from the north of
Bronwydd in the vicinity of Wern to the junction with
Brynbedw Road. The road is located at a lower
elevation than the Proposed Development over
undulating ground. Open views of valley slopes are
available to the east. To the north of Allt y Fawnen
high hedgerows and mature roadside trees filter
views of this area of low land.

Low (O)

(i)

(ii)

low degree of change to the view would be seen over a
distance of approximately 1.5km of the road, associated
with approximately 2.2Km of the overhead route. Visual
changes are permanent and irreversible. Not Significant
(negligible) visual effect.
Construction phase (O): The scaffold over the road
between poles 30 and 31 would be visible. Mature road
side trees would be removed in order to provide access for
poles 126 and 127 from the B4301. Overall low degree of
change in view would be seen over a distance of
approximately 280m of the road, associated with
approximately 150m of the overhead route. Visual
changes would be permanent and irreversible. Not
Significant (minor) visual effects.
Operational phase (O): The closest section of the
Proposed Development is located in the vicinity of pole
126 at a distance of approximately 30m from the road. It is
likely that the Proposed Development would be visible
approximately between poles 120 to 129 (additional poles
may be visible, but at such a distance as to not be
significant). The Proposed Development would be viewed
against a foreground of trees between poles 120-122.
Visual changes arising from the removal of mature
roadside trees and a group of mature pine trees to the
north of Allt y Fawnen. A relatively higher number of twin
poles would be visible in this area. Overall medium
degree of change to the view would be seen over a
distance of approximately 1.3km of the road, associated
with approximately 1.1km of the overhead route. Visual
changes would be permanent and irreversible. Not
Significant (minor) visual effect due to the low sensitivity
of the receptor to the Proposed Development.

pLCA11: Llanpumsaint Basin (Pontarsais) (see Figure 9.4 map 3 & 4)
R7

A485
This section of the A485 extends from the junction
with Brynbedw Road to the vicinity of Derlwyn Villa
located to the south of Alltwalis. South of Pontarais,
views towards the Proposed Development would be
filtered by mature roadside and garden trees. In the

Low (O)

(i)
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Construction phase (O): The undergrounding of the
existing lower voltage overhead lines that may occur
between poles 136 to 137 would be barely perceptible
from the road. The undergrounding of the existing lower
voltage overhead lines that may occur between poles 143
to 144 and 147 to 148 would be visible from the road, but
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valley bottom open views are available towards the
Proposed Development, which are intermittently
filtered by mature trees along the roadside and
within the valley bottom. Open views towards the
Proposed Development remain available as the road
rises over elevated land to the north.

R8

B4301
This section of the B4301extends from the junction
with Brynbedw Road to the junction with the A485.
This section of the road descends into the
Lampumpsaint valley bottom. Open views filtered
through hedgerows are available towards the
Proposed Development from the southern more
elevated section of this road. A block of mature
woodland screens views towards the Proposed
Development as the road descends into the valley
bottom. Open views are available towards the
Proposed Development in the vicinity of residential
properties to the north of this section of road.

(ii)

Low (O)

(i)
(ii)

would not result in the removal of trees. Overall low
degree of change in view. Not Significant (negligible).
Operational phase (O): The closest section of the
Proposed Development is located in the vicinity of pole
148 at a distance of approximately 40m from the road. It is
likely that the Proposed Development would be visible
between mature trees approximately between poles 138 to
152 (additional poles may be visible, but at such a
distance as to not be significant). The most significant
open views of the Proposed Development would be visible
between poles 144 to 152. Minor visual changes arising
from the removal and management of mature trees.
Overall medium degree of change to the view would be
seen over a distance of approximately 2.9km of the road,
associated with approximately1.6km of the overhead
route. Visual changes would be permanent and
irreversible. Not Significant (minor) due to the low
sensitivity of the receptor to the Proposed Development.
Construction phase (O): Not Significant (negligible).
Operational phase (O): The Proposed Development
crosses the road at pole 130. It is likely that the Proposed
Development would be visible approximately between
poles 129 to 140(additional poles may be visible but at
such a distance as to not be significant). The more distant
poles would be glimpsed against a foreground of
hedgerow trees. The most significant views of the
Proposed Development would be visible between poles
129 to 133. Minor visual changes arising from the removal
and management of mature trees viewed at a distance in
the valley bottom. Overall medium degree of change to
the view would be seen over a distance of approximately
240m of the road, associated with approximately 500m of
the overhead route. Visual changes are permanent and
irreversible due to the removal of mature trees. Not
Significant (minor) due to the low sensitivity of the
receptor to the Proposed Development.

pLCA12: North East Llanpumsaint Basin - South of Alltwalis (see Figure 9.4 map 4)
R7

A485
This section of the A485 extends from Derlwyn Villa

Low (O)

(i)
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Construction phase (O): The scaffold over the road
between poles 159 and 160 would be visible. Not
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south of Alltwalis up to the 1km study area north of
Alltwalis. Views towards the Proposed Development
are filtered along the majority of the road by
hedgerow and mature trees and buildings.

(ii)
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Significant (negligible).
Operational phase (O): The Proposed Development
crosses the road at pole 160. It is likely that the Proposed
Development would be visible approximately between
poles 149 to 152 and 159 to 179 (additional poles may be
visible but at such a distance as to not be significant).
Views of the Proposed Development would largely be
screened by hedgerow trees within the wider landscape
with intermittent glimpses available between trees. Visual
changes would occur due to the management of roadside
trees at pole 160 with further minor tree removals along
the route of the Proposed Development. Overall low
degree of change to the view would be seen over a
distance of approximately 1.3km of the road, associated
with approximately 2.1km of the overhead route. Visual
changes would be permanent and irreversible due to the
removal of mature trees. Not Significant (negligible)
visual effects.

