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Appendix 9.3: Effects on landscape designations
(SLAs)
1.1

Introduction

1.1.1

This appendix considers the overall effect of the Proposed Development on
the character, value and integrity of the one Special Landscape Area (SLA)
locally designated by Carmarthenshire County Council which is affected by
the route. In doing so this combined assessment draws on the separate
assessments of the construction phase effects on landscape elements
(contained in Appendix 9.1 (Volume 6.4)) and on the assessment of the
landscape character effects on the four constituent pLCAs within the SLA
(contained in Appendix 9.2 (Volume 6.4)) (the process followed to delineate
pLCAs means that all pLCAs fall entirely within or entirely outside of the SLA
boundary). The assessment considers the SLA boundaries as adopted by
the LDP in December 2014 and which were informed by an analysis of
LANDMAP data.

1.2

Scope of the assessment

1.2.1

The Towy valley SLA is the only local landscape designation which would be
affected by the route of the development. The Proposed Development
would be underground within much of the SLA. This assessment considers
the effect on the landscape designation of the operational phase of the
Proposed Development for both overhead and underground sections. This
incorporates the implications of any vegetation removal that may have
occurred through the introduction of the connection or as a result of ongoing
maintenance to keep the route clear, as well as the implications for
landscape character and value of the presence of the overhead line.
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1.3

Baseline

1.3.1

Forward planning document Special Landscape Areas, Carmarthenshire
Local Development Plan, June 2011 provides a description and Statement of
Value to support the proposed (now adopted) boundaries for each SLA.
This information is in some cases divided into their constituent LANDMAP
visual and sensory aspect areas. The following text reproduces relevant
excerpts (NB the description of any sub-areas of the SLA identified in the
document that are not affected by the development (e.g. the Upper Towy
valley and Mid Towy valley) are excluded from the following text, however,
the final Statement of Value for the whole SLA relates to all areas).
Towy Valley SLA
Lower Towy valley – this consists of three distinct landscapes:
CRMRTVS311 Towy Valley Flood Plain

1.3.2

Wide level valley floor and flood plain, which together with the valley slopes
exemplifies the classic U-shaped glacial valley. The river meanders across
the flood plain, and floods dramatically most years. The valley is interrupted
by occasional small hills such as at Dryslwyn. Imposing, but now ruined
castles of Dryslwyn and Dinefwr, overlook the valley floor. Roads run along
the sides of the valley and there are few bridging points. Settlements area
scattered farms and small villages, the farms tend to be larger than on the
surrounding hills, and more intensively managed. Some areas of parkland
landscapes on the valley floor at Gelli Aur (most is on the more elevated
valley slopes). There is relatively little woodland, and the valley floor is
dominated by improved pasture with some arable cropping, e.g. maize.
Hedgerows and a notable number of mature hedgerow and field trees give
considerable character to the area, and contribute to its sense of place. The
mid-Wales railway runs through much of this section of the valley.
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CRMRTVS970 Northern Slopes of the Towy valley flood plain
1.3.3

Northern slopes to the flood plain, are part of the lowland valley landscape
of the Towy valley. This area is gently undulating, e.g. Broad Oak. Some
tributaries of the Towy broaden out in their own valleys and cut through
this area. Pasture land dominates the area, with a small proportion of
arable (mostly cultivated for maize). There is a strong field pattern, with
some hedgerow trees, but less so than on southern side and in the flood
plain. Away from the main A40 which pass through much of this
landscape, and along which there is some road side development,
scattered farms and villages are linked by small lanes. The area includes
many traditional farms buildings, as well as larger houses e.g.
Aberglasney. The area provides scenic views over the Towy valley, and
the Brecon Beacons.
CRMRTVS Southern Slopes of the Towy valley flood plain

1.3.4

Southern slopes of the Towy valley stretch from the valley floor to the top
of the slope, and form part of the lowland valley landscape. The slopes
tend to be steeper and more wooded than the northern slopes.
Agricultural grazing dominates with a strong medium sized field pattern,
and there are more hedgerow and field trees than on the northern slopes.
Woodland often occurs as fairly large blocks of conifers or mixed
woodlands, covering almost all of the valley side. The settlement pattern
is one of scattered farms linked by small lanes as well as the B4300 that
passes through this attractive landscape. There is little or no roadside
development associated with this route other than the small villages often
with a linear layout, through which it passes. The area also includes
traditional buildings, and other more parkland type landscapes e.g. Gelli
Aur. There are attractive views from these slopes over the Towy valley,
and to the north.

1.3.5

Regarding the CCW’s Tranquillity Mapping 2009, the Towy valley flood
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plain is identified as a main communication route, with the A40 running
north of the river, and a B road on the south side. There is a constant flow
of traffic along these routes. The various settlements create night light as
do the scattered dwelling throughout the area.
1.3.6

Boundary: The boundary of the Towy valley SLA tends to reflect the break
in slope on the valley sides. In places this is a distinctive line e.g. south
side of the Lower Towy valley, but on the northern side of the Lower Towy
valley it is harder to identify. Essentially the SLA seeks to include those
areas that feel a part of the valley rather than those that simply enjoy
views into the valley from more elevated land. This reflects the Landmap
assessment.
Statement of Value

1.3.7

The entire Towy valley from the source of the river to its mouth lies within
a contiguous series of SLAs. While the valley consists of several different
landscapes, all share a strong sense of integrity and there is little
disruption to this. Many of these landscapes are of outstanding scenic
quality and very varied, from the rugged upland river valley in the north
east to the estuary south of Carmarthen. The valley is also unique in a
Carmarthenshire context as it includes the planned historic parkland
landscapes located mostly between Llandovery and Carmarthen, as well
as the castles of Dryslwyn and Dinefwr. These landscapes are identified
within the ICOMOS/CCW/CADW Register of Landscapes of Outstanding
Historic Interest in Wales 1998 (namely the Towy valley and the Towy and
Taf Estuaries). In addition some of the parklands are registered in the
CADW Register of Landscapes, Parks and Gardens of Special Historic
Interest in Wales 2002. There are the historic lines of communication
within the valley, highlighting further its importance in terms of its historic
environment, and it is a landscape that has been painted and written
about, and as such is of considerable cultural importance. The river itself
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is designated as an SSSI and SAC.
Appendix 4 of the LDP 2014
1.3.8

Appendix 4 of the LDP adopted in 2014 describes the relevant area of the
Towy Valley SLA as follows;

1.3.9

The lower Towy valley downstream of Llandovery consists of the wide level
flood plain, together with its northern and southern slopes which provide
outstanding views over the valley and from the north towards the Brecon
Beacons. Although dominated by agricultural land and larger fields than in
the mid and upper valley, the flood plain also has a significant number of
mature hedgerow and fields trees, and the valley slopes, particularly the
steeper southern slopes are well wooded. Historic parklands and castles are
also a feature of this part of the valley, e.g. Gelli Aur and Dinefwr Park, and
Dinefwr and Dryslwyn castles. The castles in the valley have imposing
locations on limestone outcrops, over looking the valley. Traditional farms in
the valley have typically expanded and often now include large agricultural
buildings. Most of the settlements in this part of the valley have also grown
with an element of modern building around a more traditional core.
Inappropriate development continues to threaten the conservation of this
outstanding landscape, hence the reason for its designation.

1.4

Assessment

1.4.1

The following table provides the assessment of the effects of the Proposed
Development on the SLA. Its content draws on Appendices 9.1 (effects on
landscape elements) and 9.2 (effects on landscape character for constituent
pLCAs) (Volume 6.4).
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Table 1: Schedule of construction and operational effects on landscape
designations
Designation
Ref

Carmarthenshire County
Council designated Special
Landscape Areas (boundaries
as adopted December 2014)

SLA1

Towy Valley SLA
Constituent pLCAs (see Appendix
9.2 (Volume 6.4)):
pLCA5: Middleton Hills South of
Llangunnor (Tyllwyd-mawr)
pLCA6: Towy Valley Southern
Slopes
pLCA7: Towy Valley Bottom
pLCA8: Abergwili

Susceptibility and
value
O – Overhead line
U – Underground
cable

Effect of the development on the
character, value and integrity of the
SLA (magnitude and significance)

(i)
Susceptibility:
High (O), Low (U)
(ii)
Value:
Generally high
(medium to high
at southern
fringes of pLCA5)

Construction phase effect of
underground sections (including
temporary construction
compound): Minor- Not significant
Operational phase effect of
overhead and underground
sections: Minor - Not significant

See also statement
of value quoted in
full above.

1.5

Conclusion

1.5.1

The overall construction phase effects of the development on the character,
value and integrity of the Towy valley SLA would be minor and would not be
significant. This is principally due to the temporary nature of the works
including the proposed satellite construction compound at Glangwili off the
A485.

1.5.2

The overall operational phase effects of the development on the character,
value and integrity of the Towy valley SLA would be minor and would not be
significant. This is principally due to the undergrounding of the Proposed
Development across the most sensitive areas of the SLA.
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Notes:
Project data provided by LSTC and CAT Surveys
This map contains information from the following sources:
Carmarthenshire County County

Coordinate System: British National Grid
Projection: Transverse Mercator
Datum: OSGB 1936
Units: Metre

Source: Global Land Cover Facility, www.landcover.org.
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Appendix 9.3, Landscape and Visual Chapter, Preliminary Environmental Assessment

Special Landscape Areas
(Carmarthenshire Local Development
Plan 2014)

