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17

Socio-economics, recreation and tourism

17.1

Introduction

17.1.1

This chapter presents an assessment of the potential socio-economic impacts
arising from the construction and operation of the Proposed Development
(including some minor works necessary on the existing EE route at Burry Port).
Potential effects considered within this chapter include access and recreation and
tourism.

17.1.2

The socio-economic impacts arising from decommissioning of the Proposed
Development have been scoped out.

17.1.3

The assessment is based on the Proposed Development details as presented in
Chapter 2 Project Description (Volume 6.2).

17.1.4

The socio-economic, recreation and tourism impact assessment chapter draws
upon the information and conclusions presented in a number of other chapters,
namely:

17.1.5



Chapter 8 Land use, agriculture and forestry;



Chapter 9 Landscape and visual;



Chapter 11 Historic Environment;



Chapter 14 Noise and vibration; and



Chapter 16 Transport and access.

The socio-economic, recreation and tourism assessment undertaken as part of the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is desk-based. There are no UK
regulations or standards to guide a socio-economic impact assessment and
therefore the assessment has been informed by professional experience and
knowledge. Nevertheless, the principles of the assessment structure have been
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based on “Guidelines and Principles for Social Impact Assessment in the USA”
(Interorganizational Committee for the Guidelines and Principles for Social Impact
Assessment, 2003), as well as Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB),
Department for Transport (DfT, 2008), in order to provide a degree of robustness.
This approach has been agreed with Carmarthenshire County Council (CCC).
See section 17.4 for detail as to how these guidelines have informed the socioeconomic, recreation and tourism assessment.
17.1.6

The following sections of this chapter include:


a summary of relevant legislation and planning policy;



a summary of consultation with stakeholders;



a description of the methodology for the assessment, including details of the
study area and the approach to the assessment of effects;



a review of baseline (existing) conditions;



an assessment of the likely effects for the construction and operational phases
of the Proposed Development;



identification of any mitigation measures or monitoring required in relation to
likely significant effects; and



assessment of any cumulative effects with other proposed developments.

17.2

Legislation and policy context

17.2.1

A summary of relevant legislation, criteria and standards as well as national,
regional and local policy is included here. Further discussion on policy is provided
within Chapter 7 (Volume 6.2).
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National Policy
National Policy Statements
17.2.2

The Planning Act 2008 requires that when deciding an application the decisionmaker must have regard to the relevant National Policy Statement (in addition to
the local impact report and other matters). National Policy Statements (NPS)
provide the primary policy basis for the consideration of Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs). National Policy Statement EN-1 is the overarching
NPS for energy whilst National Policy Statement EN-5 is specific to Electricity
Networks Infrastructure.
Overarching National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1)

17.2.3

Part 5 of the NPS provides policy and guidance on socio-economics.

17.2.4

Section 5.12 of the NPS states, at paragraph 5.12.2 that “where the project is
likely to have socio-economic impacts at local or regional levels, the applicant
should undertake and include in their application an assessment of these impacts
as part of the ES.”

17.2.5

For the applicant’s assessment paragraph 5.12.3 of the NPS states the
assessment should consider all relevant socio-economic impacts, which may
include:


the creation of jobs and training opportunities;



the provision of additional local services and improvement to local
infrastructure;



effects on tourism;



the impact of a changing influx of workers during the different construction,
operation and decommissioning phases of energy infrastructure; and



cumulative effects.
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17.2.6

A comprehensive baseline of socio-economic baseline conditions is included
within this chapter. This baseline has informed the assessment of effects.
Paragraph 5.12.5 of the NPS records that applicants should be aware that other
impacts including visual may also have an impact on tourism and local
businesses.

17.2.7

In relation to mitigation the decision-maker should consider any relevant positive
provisions the developer has made or is proposing to make to mitigate impacts.
Consideration should be given to any legacy benefits and options for phasing the
development.
National Policy Statement for Electricity Networks Infrastructure (EN-5)

17.2.8

The National Policy Statement for Electricity Networks Infrastructure EN-5 does
not provide technology-specific guidance in relation to the socio-economics.
Other Planning Policy

17.2.9

Whilst the NPS provide the primary basis for the determination of applications for
development consent the decision-maker can consider other matters which it
considers both important and relevant to its decisions. These may include other
national and local planning policy.
Wales Spatial Plan Update 2008

17.2.10 The Wales Spatial Plan identifies six sub-regions within Wales. The Proposed

Development overlaps with three sub-areas which includes the eastern edge of
the ‘Pembroke – The Haven’ sub-region. The policy advice contained within the
Plan has been taken into consideration in the preparation of this chapter.
Planning Policy Wales (ed7) (July 2014)
17.2.11 Planning Policy Wales (PPW) contains guidance considered relevant to the scope

of the environmental assessment. PPW is supported by a number of Technical
Advice Notes (TANs).
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PPW Chapter 4 Planning for Sustainability
17.2.12 PPW sets out that the planning system is necessary and central to achieving

sustainable development, which is identified as having three dimensions:
economic, social, and environmental. Paragraph 4.3.2 of PPW sets out the 11
principles which should underpin plan-making and decision-taking.
Paragraph 4.4.3 sets out the 19 sustainability objectives derived from these
principles. It identifies that planning should proactively drive and support
sustainable economic development to deliver infrastructure; and always seek a
good standard of amenity for all existing and future occupants of land and
buildings.
PPW Chapter 7 Economic Development
17.2.13 Chapter 7 of PPW considers Economic Development. Paragraph 7.1.3 states that

the planning system should support economic and employment growth alongside
social and environmental consideration within the context of sustainable
development. Part 7.4 relates to promoting the low carbon economy, business
and technology clusters and social enterprises. It states that local planning
authorities should support the shift towards a low carbon economy and be
favourable for new on-site low carbon energy generation.
17.2.14 Part 7.6 provides policy guidance on ‘Development Management and the

economy’, highlighting local planning authorities should adopt a positive and
constructive approach to applications for economic development. Key factors will
include the numbers and types of jobs expected to be created or retained on the
site; how far development will redress economic disadvantage or support
regeneration priorities and wider spatial strategies.
Technical Advice Note 23 Economic Development (2014)
17.2.15 This TAN sets out the recognition contained within the national planning system

that planning decisions are made in a sustainable way which should balance
social, environmental and economic considerations. The TAN does not contain
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policy advice relevant to transmission lines but it does recognise at paragraph
1.1.4 that economic development can include for infrastructure but that non-Class
B use and activities are often covered by other TANs which make take precedence
to this TAN.
17.2.16 TAN 23 Chapter 2 provides criteria against which the economic benefit of a

development proposal can be considered.
Other National Policy Documents
Rural Development Programme for Wales (2014-2020)
17.2.17 The Rural Development Programme (RDP) is a seven-year European Agricultural

Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) programme funded by the European Union
and Welsh Government. The Wales 2014-2020 RDP was submitted to the
European Commission in July 2014 and a decision is awaited with regard to
funding. With funding, the RDP will contribute to improving businesses within
forested areas and rural locations, and promote strong, sustainable rural economic
growth in Wales and encourage greater community-led local development (Welsh
Government, 2014).
Green Jobs Strategy for Wales (2009)
17.2.18 This strategy “…provides an important delivery mechanism for [the] Sustainable

Development Scheme, One Wales: One Planet…” (Welsh Government, 2009b).
The strategy aims to increase and improve the resilience of business, economy
and jobs in Wales to financial and environmental changes, to make it a more
sustainable economy overall.
Local Policy
17.2.19 NSIPs are not subject to s38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act

(2004), which states that determination of planning consent should be in
accordance with the local development plan. Local planning policy does not
therefore set the tests for the acceptability of NSIPs. However, as previously
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noted the decision-maker can consider other matters which it considers both
important and relevant to its decisions. These matters may include local planning
policy.
17.2.20 The Proposed Development falls wholly within the boundary of CCC. As such,

due consideration has also been given to the relevant policies in the adopted
Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan (LDP). Those policies which are
considered relevant to the scope of this chapter are listed below and they are
summarised in Chapter 7 of this Environmental Statement (ES).
Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan (December 2014)
17.2.21 The relevant policies are listed below:



SP1 Sustainable Places and Spaces;



GP3 Planning Obligations;



GP1 Sustainability and High Quality Design;



GP4 Infrastructure and New Development; and



REC1 Protection of Open Space.

17.2.22 Local plan policy is consistent with national planning policy and highlights that

socio-economic issues will be taken into consideration when determining
applications.
Policy Conclusions
17.2.23 The Planning Act 2008 requires that the decision-maker must decide an

application for energy infrastructure in accordance with the relevant NPSs. NPS
EN-1 provides policy and guidance pertaining to the socio economic matters and
as such has informed both the scope of this chapter and the importance accorded
to receptors. The decision-maker may also take into account other matters, which
may include national and local planning policy. Relevant national and local
planning policy has been reviewed and has informed the scope of the assessment
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presented within this chapter.
Legislation
17.2.24 There is no legislation relevant to socio-economic recreation and tourism

assessment in the UK.

17.3

Consultation and scoping overview

17.3.1

A Scoping Opinion for the Proposed Development was issued by The Secretary of
State in August 2014. The issues to be scoped in and out of the socio-economic,
recreation and tourism assessment were indicated in the Scoping Opinion, and
subsequently agreed via follow up consultation with CCC (see Table 17.2 for
detail). The agreed scope of the socio-economic, recreation and tourism
assessment is presented in Table 17.1.
Table 17.1 – Agreed scope of socio-economic, recreation and tourism
assessment

Development Phase

Issues scoped in

Issues scoped out

Construction

Access
Recreation and tourism

Employment and economic activity
(see para 17.3.3)

Operation

Recreation and tourism

Employment and economic activity
(see para 17.3.3)
Access

Decommissioning

None

All issues scoped out in relation to
decommissioning phase

17.3.2

The issue of land use is addressed in full detail in Chapter 8 (Volume 6.2) rather
than in the socio-economic, recreation and tourism chapter.

17.3.3

Employment and economic activity is scoped out of the socio-economics,
recreation and tourism assessment. It has been scoped out due to the fact that
the impact on local, regional and national employment is not considered to be
significant in EIA terms for the following reasons:
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the construction of the connection route will support a small number of jobs for
the duration of the construction period (typical construction team may
comprise around a dozen people);



the construction contract will be awarded by way of competitive contract and it
will be the contractor’s responsibility to source workers; and



construction of overhead wooden pole lines is highly specialised and therefore
requires suitably skilled and experienced workers to undertake the work.

17.3.4

Despite the fact that employment and economic activity is agreed to be scoped out
of the assessment, construction personnel will be procured by WPD, which will
require a specialist skill set. Maintenance during the operational phase will be
undertaken by the local depot to the relevant location. WPD is a large employer in
the local area, and the available local workforce will be called upon to undertake
work whenever possible.

17.3.5

Table 17.2 summarises the issues relevant to the socio-economic, recreation and
tourism chapter that have been highlighted by consultees and indicates how these
issues have been addressed within this chapter or how the applicant has had
regard to them. Full details of all consultation in relation to the Proposed
Development are set out within the Consultation Report (Volume 5.1).
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Table 17.2 – Summary of consultation relating to socio-economics, recreation and tourism assessment
Date and
consultation
phase/type

Consultation and issue raised

Section where comment addressed

June, 2014 Informal
Pre Scoping
Consultation with
Carmarthenshire
County Council

1km study area from the edge of the LoD is acceptable and
proportionate for this project.

The study area of 1km from the edge of the LoD
proposed in the scoping report chapter has been
retained for the socio-economic, recreation and
tourism impact assessment.

Contact CCC Tourism Manager Huw Parsons - 01554 744326 for
reports and stats. Also see Socio-Economic reports submitted with
Brechfa West, East and Bryn Llywelyn ES and Supplementary
Environmental Information (SEI) as they contain useful stats (e.g.
number of bed spaces in the area etc). Also Cambrian Mountain
Initiative. Also the work done by Save Mynydd Llanllwni action
group and submitted as a rep to the application contains some
important data.

Liaison with CCC resulted in receipt of a report
(Canta (2014). Audit of Current Tourist Trails,
Provision, Recommendations for Development, and
Heritage Interpretation for Northern
Carmarthenshire) covering the study area from
which info could be taken for the baseline, where
applicable. This report has been reviewed and
relevant information has been included in the
baseline.
Information submitted as part of applications relating
to socio-economics, recreation and tourism in
Brechfa Forest West, East and Bryn Llywelyn Wind
Farm ES and SEI, and work done by Save Mynydd
Llanllwni Action Group has been used to inform the
baseline for the Proposed Development, where
relevant.

Cambrian Mountain Initiative has been contacted to
request their comment and input regarding the
baseline and potential effects. However, no
response has been received from CMI and therefore
no further action has been taken.
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Date and
consultation
phase/type

Consultation and issue raised

Section where comment addressed

Also include UDP as LDP unlikely to be adopted till late 2014/early
2015. Refer also to the new TAN on economic development and
Rural Development Plan

Unitary Development Plan (UDP) policies relevant to
socio-economics, recreation and tourism have been
removed because the LDP has now been adopted
and it is covered as necessary in this chapter. TAN
23 Economic Development (2014) has also been
reviewed and included in this chapter.

The community led initiative referred to as the Cambrian Mountain
Initiative.

Reference to the Cambrian Mountain Initiative (CMI)
was added to the Scoping Report. CMI has been
contacted to request their comment and input
regarding the baseline and potential effects.
However, no response has been received from CMI
and therefore no further action has been taken.

Are the ‘Guidelines and Principles for Social Impact Assessment’
acceptable for EIA. Is it acknowledged that these are sufficiently
robust? What have other grid projects referred to?

The methodology takes guidance from both the
Interorganisational Committee for the Guidelines
and Principles of Social Impact Assessment (2003)
and DMRB Volume 11 Section 3 Part 8:
Pedestrians, Cyclists, Equestrians and Community
Effects. This has been agreed as a suitable
approach with CCC (reference email received from
Richard Jones, CCC, 24/10/14).

Will the effect on local employment opportunities be quantified with
data?

It is acknowledged in the Scoping Report that the
impact on employment is not predicted to be
significant in EIA terms. However, a commitment is
made to provide commentary relating to employment
including the use of local workforce and appropriate
skills sets in the ES chapter. This detail is presented
in paragraphs 17.3.3 and 17.3.4.
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Date and
consultation
phase/type

Consultation and issue raised

Section where comment addressed

Have camping and touring sites been scoped, in addition to those
with a 5 tourer and 10 tent licence which are exempt from planning
permission. Suggest you contact the Caravan and Camping club.

Camping and touring sites which are located within
the L0D, and within the wider study area (1km
buffer) are identified as far as is possible from deskbased review. Consultation with relevant
organisations that were identified through deskbased research has been attempted including The
Caravan Club, Camping and Caravan Club and
Carmarthenshire Tourism Association. The
information sent by CTA by email on 04/11/14 was
reviewed and considered during the preparation of
the final socio-economic impact assessment. No
response was received from Camping and
Caravanning Club and The Caravan Club and no
further action has been taken.

Unclear how will the impact be assessed and what measures will
be used? Suggest more detail provided in scoping report.

Further detail regarding the methodology was
provided in the Scoping Report.

Consider including data on other grid connection projects and also
refer to ES’ for best practice on assessment methodology.

A commitment was made in the Scoping Report to
review the methodologies of other socio-economic,
recreation and tourism assessments for other grid
connection projects. This is presented in section
17.4 of this chapter.
In addition, information relevant to the study area for
the Proposed Development in baselines of other
ESs has been used in the baseline presented in
section 17.5 of this chapter.

Some commentary and recognition required on the cumulative
impact of the grid connection with the other SSA G developments.
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Date and
consultation
phase/type

Consultation and issue raised

Section where comment addressed

during the preparation of the impact assessment and
further text relating to cumulative impacts is
presented in section 17.13 of this chapter.

Scoping Opinion
(August 2014)
Secretary of State

Consider Green Jobs Strategy for Wales (2009).

Reference to Green Jobs Strategy for Wales (Welsh
Government, 2009b) is provided in the socioeconomic, recreation and tourism chapter of the
Scoping Report. It is also referenced in 17.2 of the
ES.

Include assessment of local supply chain that would be involved in
project (poles, wiring, conductors) – indirect impacts.

Reference is made to employment and sourcing of
employees and materials in the socio-economic,
recreation and tourism chapter of the Scoping
Report. It is acknowledged in the Scoping Report
that the impact on employment is not predicted to be
significant in EIA terms. However, a commitment is
made to provide commentary relating to employment
including the use of local workforce and skills sets in
the ES chapter. This detail is presented in
paragraphs 17.3.3 and 17.3.4.

Scoping Opinion, paragraph 3.35. The Secretary of State does not
agree that socio-economic impacts in terms of tourism and
recreation during construction can be scoped out of the EIA given
the lack of information as to the locations, extents and durations of
construction and associated works.

Recreation and tourism are scoped into the
assessment (see section 17.4 to 17.10).

Scoping Opinion, paragraph 3.36. The Secretary of State agrees
that an assessment of employment, land use and access during
operation can be scoped out of the EIA, although would expect
justification to be provided in the EIA in this respect.

Employment and access during operational phase
are scoped out of the assessment. Land use is
addressed in a separate chapter (see Chapter 8).
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Date and
consultation
phase/type

Consultation and issue raised

Section where comment addressed

Scoping Opinion, paragraph 3.95. Welcomes the approach to
considering the potential overlap between assessment of socioeconomic effects and other technical chapters, including land use,
landscape and visual, air quality, noise, transport and access and
electromagnetic fields (EMF).

Linkages between socio-economics, recreation and
tourism and other environmental issues are
considered in this chapter (see sections 17.4 to
17.10 for detail).

Scoping Opinion, paragraph 3.95. There is no established EIA
methodology for the assessment of socio-economic effects in the
UK. The proposed approach in following guidance from the
Interorganisational Committee for the Guidelines and Principles of
Social Impact Assessment (2003) should be agreed with the
relevant consultees together with the merits of applying this
methodology over others which may be considered appropriate,
e.g. DMRB Volume 11 Section 3 Part 8: Pedestrians, Cyclists,
Equestrians and Community Effects. Recommendation for clarity in
assigning specific feature sensitivities and magnitudes of effects to
identified receptors and expectation for appropriate justification in
both instances.

The methodology takes guidance from both the
Interorganisational Committee for the Guidelines
and Principles of Social Impact Assessment (2003)
and DMRB Volume 11 Section 3 Part 8:
Pedestrians, Cyclists, Equestrians and Community
Effects. This has been agreed with CCC (reference
email received from Richard Jones, CCC, 24/10/14).

Scoping Opinion, paragraph 3.96. Recommendation that the
applicant considers the need to supplement desk-based information
with field-based surveys at sensitive locations, for example PROW
usage surveys at nationally/regionally important locations, or
provide justifications as to the validity of assessment conclusions in
the absence of field-based data.

A methodology which is appropriate and
proportionate to the scale and nature of the
Proposed Development has been proposed and
agreed with CCC (reference email received from
Richard Jones, LCC, 24 October 2014). This does
not include field-based surveys undertaken
specifically associated with socio-economic,
recreation and tourism assessment. However,
information recorded by technical personnel who
have undertaken site work for other environmental
assessments has been collated and used to build
the baseline presented in section 17.5.
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Date and
consultation
phase/type

August 2014
Scoping Opinion
CCC

Consultation and issue raised

Section where comment addressed

Scoping Opinion, paragraph 3.97. Need to acknowledge and
distinguish between effects which will be temporary and those
which will be permanent across the range of identified receptors.

A distinction between temporary and permanent
impacts is made in sections 17.6, 17.7, 17.8, 17.9
and 17.10.

Scoping Opinion, paragraph 3.98. Appropriate cross-reference
should be made within the socio-economic assessment to the
assessment of landscape and visual and cultural heritage effects
and that the potential adverse effects are assessed in terms of the
tourist industry and recreational activity.

Linkages between socio-economics, recreation and
tourism and landscape and visual and heritage
issues are considered in this chapter (see sections
17.4 to 17.10 for detail).

Scoping Opinion, paragraph 4.19. It is a matter for the applicant to
decide whether or not to submit a stand-alone Health Impact
Assessment (HIA). However, the applicant should have regard to
the responses received from the relevant consultees regarding
health, and in particular to the comments from the Health and
Safety Executive and Public Health England in relation to electrical
safety issues (see Appendix 2). The methodology for the HIA, if
prepared, should be agreed with the relevant statutory consultees
and take into account mitigation measures for acute risks.

Public health impacts are assessed as necessary in
the respective Geology, Hydrology and Ground
Conditions, Noise, and Air Quality assessments and
presented within the ES. The scope of the socioeconomic, recreation and tourism assessment does
not include risk to health. This scope has been
agreed by the Planning Inspectorate and by CCC
through issue of the Scoping Report and subsequent
receipt of the scoping opinion. The overall proposed
approach to public health is considered
proportionate to the potential impacts of the
Proposed Development. This has been agreed with
PHE in their section 42 response (reference letter
received from PHE, dated 12 January 2015).

Scoping Report, section 15.3.1. 1km study area acceptable and
proportionate for this project.

The socio-economic, recreation and tourism impact
assessment uses a study area that is 1km either
side of the Proposed Development (Proposed
Development includes everything within the Order
Limits (red line boundary) including the Limits of
Deviation (LoD), access routes etc).

18
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Date and
consultation
phase/type

Consultation and issue raised

Section where comment addressed

Scoping Report, section 15.5.2. What's the LDF? Should this be
the Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan (LDP). This has yet
to be adopted so the existing UDP is the extant local plan currently
in force. The LDP is forecast for adoption later this year.

The LDP should have been referred to rather than
LDF. This is covered as necessary in the planning
statement.

Scoping Report, Table 15.1. Also include the UDP as LDP unlikely
to be adopted till late 2014. Refer also to the new TAN on
economic development and the Rural Development.

The Unitary Development Plan (UDP) policies are
not included because the LDP has now been
adopted and it is covered as necessary in this
chapter. TAN 23 Economic Development (2014)
has also been reviewed and included in this chapter.

Scoping Report, Table 15.4. Can the number of bed spaces be
refined for the 1km study area?

A review of similar projects and the scopes of their
respective socio-economic impact assessments has
indicated that this level of detail has not been
undertaken for this scale of development. We have
reviewed the potential approaches to this issue a
number of times to date. As a result of this review, it
is considered that this issue is not material to the
assessment and application. We propose that a
refinement of the exact number of bed spaces within
1km of the Proposed Development is not included
as part of the socio-economic, recreation and
tourism assessment, and that this approach is
proportionate to the scale of the Proposed
Development. This has been agreed to with CCC
(reference email received from Richard Jones, CCC,
on 24 October 2014).

Scoping Report, section 15.7.3. Are the 'Guidelines and Principles
for Social Impact Assessment' acceptable for EIA.
Is it
acknowledged that these are sufficiently robust? What have other

The methodology takes guidance from both the
Interorganisational Committee for the Guidelines
and Principles of Social Impact Assessment (2003)
and DMRB Volume 11 Section 3 Part 8:
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Date and
consultation
phase/type

Consultation and issue raised

Section where comment addressed

grid project referred to?

Pedestrians, Cyclists, Equestrians and Community
Effects. This has been agreed as a suitable
approach with CCC (reference email received from
Richard Jones, CCC, 24 October 2014). A full review
of the methodologies used in other similar projects is
presented in section 17.4 of this chapter.

Scoping Report, Table 15.5. Examples of the receptor locations
should be provided in order to provide greater understanding of the
assessment methodology used to assess "sensitivity".

A review of the receptors considered in this section
is presented in section 17.6 and Table 17.18 in
particular.

Scoping Report, section 15.8.2. Will the effect on local employment
opportunities be quantified with data?

It is acknowledged in the Scoping Report that the
impact on employment is not predicted to be
significant in EIA terms. However, a commitment is
made to provide commentary relating to employment
including the use of local workforce and skills sets in
the ES chapter. This detail is presented in
paragraphs 17.3.3 and 17.3.4.

Scoping Report, section 15.8.6. Have camping and touring sites
been scoped, in addition to those with a 5 tourer and 10 tent licence
which are exempt from planning permission. Suggest you contact
the Caravan and Camping club.

Camping and touring site which are located within
the LOD, and within the wider study area (1km
buffer) are identified as far as is possible from deskbased review. Consultation with relevant
organisations that were identified through deskbased research has been attempted including The
Caravan Club, Camping and Caravan Club and
Carmarthenshire Tourism Association. The
information sent by CTA by email on 4 November
2014 was reviewed and considered during the
preparation of the final socio-economic impact
assessment. No response was received from
Camping and Caravanning Club and The Caravan
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Date and
consultation
phase/type

Consultation and issue raised

Section where comment addressed

Club and no further action has been taken.
Scoping Report, section 15.8.12. Unclear how the impact will be
assessed and what measures will be used to assess the significant
on tourism and recreation?

Full detail regarding the methodology is presented in
section 17.4 of this chapter.

Scoping Report, no specific section ref: Consider including data on
other grid connection projects and also refer to ES for best practice
on assessment methodology.

A commitment was made in the Scoping Report to
review the methodologies of other socio-economic,
recreation and tourism assessments for other grid
connection projects. This is presented in section
17.4 of this chapter.

In addition, information relevant to the study area for
the Proposed Development in baselines of other
ESs has been used in the baseline presented in
section 17.5 of this chapter.
Scoping Report, no specific section ref: Consider Green Jobs
Strategy for Wales (2009).

Reference to Green Jobs Strategy for Wales (2009)
is provided in the socio-economic, recreation and
tourism chapter of the Scoping Report. It is also
referenced in 17.2.16 of the ES.

Scoping Report, no specific section ref: Some commentary and
recognition required on the cumulative impact of the grid connection
with other SSA G developments.

Consideration of cumulative effects is presented in
section 17.13.

Scoping Report, no specific section ref: Include assessment of local
supply chain that would be involved in project (poles, wiring,
conductors) - indirect impacts.

Reference is made to employment and sourcing of
employees and materials in the socio-economic,
recreation and tourism chapter of the Scoping
Report. It is acknowledged in the Scoping Report
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Date and
consultation
phase/type

Consultation and issue raised

Section where comment addressed

that the impact on employment is not predicted to be
significant in EIA terms. However, a commitment is
made to provide a definitive number of employment
opportunities created and detail any proactive
measures proposed by WPD to encourage the use
of local employment and the augmentation of local
skills sets in the ES chapter.
Scoping Opinion
(August 2014)
Health and Safety
Executive

Scoping Opinion. The proposed design and future operations must
comply with the Electricity at Work 1989 and the Electricity, Safety,
Continuity and Quality Regulations 2002 as amended. Generators,
distributors, their contractors and others have defined duties in
order to protect members of the public from the dangers posed by
the electrical equipment used. HSE enforces the safety aspects of
these regulations.

This issue is addressed in Chapter 18, ‘Electric and
Magnetic Fields’ (EMF).

Scoping Opinion
(August 2014)
Public Health
England

Scoping Opinion. PHE requests that the EIA identifies and
assesses potential public health impacts of the activities at, and
emissions from, the installation. Assessment should consider the
development during construction, operation and decommissioning
phases. In line with the EIA Directive, the EIA should describe
aspects of the environment likely to be significantly affected,
including the "population". The EIA should provide sufficient
information for PHE to fully assess the potential impact of the
development on public health. PHE will only consider information
contained or references in a separate section of the ES
summarising the impact of the proposed development on public
health: summarising risk assessments, proposed mitigation
measures, and residual impacts. This section should summarise
key information and conclusions relating to human health impacts
contained in other sections of the application (e.g. in the separate
sections dealing with: air quality, emissions to water, waste,

Public health impacts are assessed as necessary in
the respective Geology, Hydrology and Ground
Conditions, Noise, and Air Quality assessments and
presented within the ES. The scope of the socioeconomic, recreation and tourism assessment does
not include risk to health. This scope has been
agreed by the Secretary of State and by CCC
through issue of the Scoping Report and subsequent
receipt of the scoping opinion. The overall proposed
approach to public health is considered
proportionate to the potential effects of the Proposed
Development. Further correspondence with PHE on
this issue is addressed later in this table.
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Date and
consultation
phase/type

Consultation and issue raised

Section where comment addressed

contaminated land, etc), without undue duplication. PHE's advice
and recommendations carry no statutory weight and constitute nonbinding guidance.
Scoping Opinion.
Human health risk assessment (chemical
pollutants). The points below are cross-cutting and should be
considered when undertaking a human health risk assessment: The promoter should consider including Chemical Abstract Service
(CAS) numbers alongside chemical names, where references in the
ES. - Where available, the most recent United Kingdom standards
for the appropriate media (e.g. air, water, and/or soil) and healthbased guidelines values should be used when quantifying the risk
to human health from chemical pollutants. Where UK standards or
guideline values are not available, those recommended by the
European Union or World Health Organisation can be used. - When
assessing the human health risk of a chemical from other sources
should be taken into account. - When quantitatively assessing the
health risk of genotoxic and carcinogenic chemical pollutants PHE
does not favour the use of mathematical models to extrapolate from
high dose levels used in animal carcinogenicity studies to well
below the observed region of a dose-response relationship. When
only animal data are available, we recommend that the 'Margin of
Exposure' (MOE) approach is used.
October 2014 Postscoping, follow-up
consultation,
Carmarthenshire
County Council

A letter (dated 20 October 2014) was issued to Planning
Department at CCC as a follow up to the CCC Scoping response.
Within the letter, a number of items were discussed and requested
comment or agreement. Items discussed include; Socio economic
guidelines, number of bed spaces, access, recreation and tourism
and employment and economic activity.
CCC indicated the following in their response (dated 24 October
2014):
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An explanation as to how the methodology
has been developed for this socio-economic
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Date and
consultation
phase/type

Consultation and issue raised





October 2014 Postscoping, follow-up
consultation,
Carmarthenshire
County Council,
Tourism
Department

Section where comment addressed

Proposed methodology involving use of Guidelines and
Principles for Social Impact Assessment (2003) and DMRB
(2008) to guide the methodology of the socio-economic
assessment was agreed to in principle. CCC queried their
use in assessments undertaken for similar projects;
Proposal that a refinement of the exact number of bed
spaces within 1km of the preferred alignment is not
included as part of the socio-economic, recreation and
tourism assessment, and that this approach is
proportionate to the scale of the Proposed Development
was agreed to;



Outlined approach to assessment of recreation and tourism
considered comprehensive and acceptable; and



Welcomed the confirmation that although the issue of
employment and economic activities is indeed being
scoped out of the assessment, the statement in the
Scoping Report indicating that the employment
opportunities and proactive measures proposed by WPD to
encourage the use of local employment and augmentation
of local skill sets will be included in the ES.

A letter (dated 20 October 2014) was issued to the tourism
department at CCC requesting information on constraints and
features within the study area. In addition, a copy of the results of
the CCC consultation exercise of the users of Brechfa Forest
around the time that the Brechfa West Wind Farm application was
being prepared was requested.
In their response (dated 24 October 2014), CCC sent a copy of a
recent report, ‘Audit of Current Tourist Trails, Provision,
Recommendations for Development, and Heritage Interpretation for
24

impact assessment is presented in section
17.4.

This response is noted


This response is noted


This information is presented in section
17.3.

A review of this report has been undertaken.
Relevant information is presented in the baseline of
this socio-economic impact assessment in section
17.5, and the report is referenced where applicable.
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Date and
consultation
phase/type

Consultation and issue raised

Section where comment addressed

Northern Carmarthenshire’ (Canta, August 2014). CCC advised
that a review of this document should be undertaken and any
relevant information included in the baseline of the socio-economic
impact assessment.
October 2014 Postscoping, informal
consultation, Visit
Wales

Correspondence was initiated with Visit Wales in October 2014 to
request comment on the baseline for the socio-economic,
recreation and tourism assessment.

Visit Wales indicated that they do not think that this
was relevant to their remit and redirected to Cadw.
Correspondence with Cadw was initiated (see
relevant row in this table).

October 2014 Postscoping, informal
consultation, Cadw

A letter was issued to Cadw (dated 21 October 2014) requesting
information on any constraints and features within the study area.
In particular, features and attractions which are considered to be of
recreation and tourism interest.

This response is noted.

Cadw responded (February 2015 by telephone) to say that they had
no comment to make on the socio-economic issues relating to the
Proposed Development.
October 2014 Postscoping, informal
consultation, Wales
Tourism Alliance
(WTA)

A letter was issued to WTA (dated 21 October 2014) requesting
information on any constraints and features within the study area.
In particular, features and attractions which are considered to be of
recreation and tourism interest.

October 2014 Postscoping, informal
consultation,
Carmarthenshire
Tourism

A letter was issued to CTA (dated 21 October 2014) requesting
information on any constraints and features within the study area. In
particular; access, recreation and tourism. In addition, further
clarification has been requested on aspects of the data discussed
within the CTA report (Report from Carmarthenshire Tourist
Association on the potential impact on the proposed wind farm

No further action taken.

WTA did not respond to this request for information and/or
comment.
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The information sent by CTA was reviewed and
considered during the preparation of the final socioeconomic impact assessment. .
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Date and
consultation
phase/type

Consultation and issue raised

Section where comment addressed

Association (CTA)

development at Brechfa West) dated 11 July 2014. Furthermore,
CTA’s agreement is required that the spatial focus of the report is
directed at Brechfa West rather than Brechfa Forest Connection
Study Area.
CTA provided data relating to potential economic impact on
properties as a result of the proposed Brechfa Forest West Wind
Farm in their response (dated 4 November 2014).

October 2014 Postscoping, informal
consultation,
Brechfa Forest and
Llanllwni Mountain
Tourist Cluster
Association (BALM)

A letter was issued to BALM (dated 21 October 2014) requesting
information on any constraints and features within the study area.
In particular, features and attractions which are considered to be of
recreation and tourism interest.
BALM responded (dated 25 October 2014) with a number of points
relating to social issues within and around the area of study. They
are summarised as follows:




The local community is a forest based community, and the
forest has been central to the culture and local economy
from before written records began. When the forestry
commission took over management of the forest in the late
1920s/early 1930s they employed local people to maintain
the forest until the 1980s. Following on from the move to
mechanised forestry, the community have been proactively
encouraged to establish businesses based on the use of
the forest for recreation and as a tourist attraction by local
and national government;
It is Welsh Government policy to encourage communities to
build on a 'sense of place' by raising awareness of the local
heritage and culture. Carmarthenshire Tourism Association
has recently produced a range of leaflets on the heritage of
26

The response received from BALM has been
included where applicable in the baseline of this
socio-economic assessment, see section 17.4.
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Date and
consultation
phase/type

Consultation and issue raised



October 2014 Postscoping, informal
consultation,
Camping and
Caravanning Club

Section where comment addressed

the forest; and
Brechfa Forest and Llanllwni Mountain Tourism Cluster
Association are in the final stages of a 2 year grant funded
project to produce posters, leaflets, and a website on the
historical environment, working in with Dyfed Archaeology
Trust. We will be building on this project with social media
projects in the next few months. We are also working with
the Woodland Trust and Oxford University on a project
relating to our status as an ancient forest based
community.

A letter was issued to Camping and Caravanning Club (dated 22
October 2014) requesting information on any constraints and
features within the study area.
In particular, features and
attractions which are considered to be of recreation and tourism
interest.

No further action has been taken.

No response was received from Camping and Caravanning Club.
October 2014 Postscoping, informal
consultation, The
Caravan Club

A letter was issued to the Caravan Club (dated 22 October 2014)
requesting information on any constraints and features within the
study area. In particular, features and attractions which are
considered to be of recreation and tourism interest.

No further action has been taken.

No response was received from the Caravan Club.
October 2014 Postscoping, informal
consultation, The
Cambrian Initiative
(CMI)

A letter was issued to the CMI (dated 22 October 2014) requesting
information on any constraints and features within the study area. In
particular, features and attractions which are considered to be of
recreation and tourism interest.
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No further action has been taken.
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Date and
consultation
phase/type

Consultation and issue raised

Section where comment addressed

No response was received from CMI.
October 2014 Postscoping, informal
consultation,
Ramblers
Association (RA)

A letter was issued to the RA (dated 21 October 2014) requesting
information on any constraints and features within the study area. In
particular, features and attractions which are considered to be of
recreation and tourism interest.

October 2014 Postscoping, informal
consultation,
Natural Resources
Wales (NRW)

A letter was issued to the NRW (dated 22 October 2014) requesting
information on the following items:

No further action has been taken.

No comment has been made by RA.



Latest third party access logs for Brechfa Forest;



Information relation to any annual events held within the
forest; and



Any features of access, recreation and tourism interest
which are within the study area.

NRW sent a number of reports for use in developing the baseline in
their response (dated 28 October 2014) including:


Beaufort Research (2014b). Research Report: Quality of
the Visitor Experience: Brechfa 2013. Prepared for Natural
Resources Wales/Forestry Commission England. February
2014;



Beaufort Research (2014b). Research Report: Quality of
the Visitor Experience: All sites Wales 2013. Prepared for
Natural Resources Wales/Forestry Commission England.
February 2014;



Welsh Government (2012) Local Authority Tourism Profile
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The reports have been reviewed and relevant
information added to the baseline in this chapter,
and references made where applicable in section
17.4.
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Date and
consultation
phase/type

Consultation and issue raised

Section where comment addressed

for Carmarthenshire; and


October 2014 Postscoping, informal
consultation,
Sustrans

NRW (2014) Forestry Visitor Data Report for July 2014September 2014.

A letter was issued to Sustrans (dated 22 October 2014) requesting
information on any constraints and features within the study area.
In particular, features and attractions which are considered to be of
recreation and tourism interest.

No further action has been taken.

No comment has been made by Sustrans.
January 2015
Section 42
consultation

On the basis of the submitted information PHE is satisfied that the
development's potential impacts on public health have been
adequately addressed and, where necessary, suitable mitigation
has been proposed (reference letter issued by PHE, dated 12
January 2015). For this reason PHE does not intend to register any
further interest in the planning process although we will of course
be happy to provide further comment if so requested by the
applicant or Planning Inspectorate.
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Comment noted. PHE will have the opportunity to
respond to the application, including the
Environmental Statement following submission and
acceptance by PINs.
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17.4

Assessment methodology
Study Methodology
Review of socio-economic impact assessments for similar projects

17.4.1

In developing the methodology for the socio-economic, recreation and tourism
assessment for the Proposed Development, a review of other projects has been
undertaken to inform the scope. The projects include those that are similar in type
to the Proposed Development, i.e. grid connections, and those that are located in
a similar area to the Proposed Development. As such, the projects that have been
included in this review and used to inform the scope of the assessment are as
follows:


new 132kV Overhead Line Connection from Llandinam Wind Farm to
Welshpool Substation – reviewed due to being a 132kV grid connection, which
is the same as Brechfa Forest Electrical Connection project and is located
within Mid Wales;



SP Mid Wales Grid Connection – reviewed due to being a 132kV grid
connection, and is located within Mid Wales;



National Grid Mid Wales Connection Project - reviewed due to its location
within Mid Wales;



Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm – reviewed due to its location within
Carmarthenshire;



Brechfa Forest East Wind Farm – reviewed due to its location within
Carmarthenshire; and



Bryn Llywelyn Wind Farm – reviewed due to its location within
Carmarthenshire.

17.4.2

A summary of the methodologies, scope of impact assessments and proposed
mitigation (if required) for the socio-economic assessments of each of these

30

Environmental Statement – Chapter 17 – Volume 6.2

projects is presented in Appendix 17.1. A comment is also provided against each
reviewed project to indicate how that assessment has informed the socioeconomic, recreation and tourism assessment for this Proposed Development. As
the scope of this assessment is access, recreation and tourism, these are the only
aspects which are reviewed within the named projects. It is noted that while it is
useful to review and take guidance from the assessment methodologies of other
developments, they were undertaken for scale, type and locations of development
that are different to those for this Proposed Development. Therefore, it is
necessary to develop an assessment methodology that is proportionate and
appropriate to the scale, type, location and predicted potential effects of this
Proposed Development; and as such, this has been undertaken.
Use of guidelines
17.4.3

There are currently no established standards or guidelines relating to the
assessment of socio-economic impacts within an EIA in the UK. Assessments are
therefore required to be undertaken using professional experience and knowledge.
However, in order to provide a degree of robustness to the assessment, the
following guidance has been used: “Guidelines and Principles for Social Impact
Assessment” (Interorganizational Committee for the Guidelines and Principles and
Social Impact Assessment, 2003). These guidelines follow the stages of an EIA
undertaken in the UK. In addition, the guidelines present a wide range of topics
which relate to socio-economics and can have potential effects as a result of a
development during different development stages. Therefore, the use of the
guidelines facilitates a broad approach to the consideration of the potential
receptors and potential effects which are subsequently included within the scope
of the assessment.

17.4.4

In addition to there being no guidelines which help determine the scope of a socioeconomic assessment in the UK, there is currently no established UK guidance
which specifies significance criteria for undertaking a socio-economic assessment.
The ‘Design Manual for Roads and Bridges’ (DMRB) produced by the Department
for Transport (DfT) and published in 2008, has been used to guide the relevant
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receptor sensitivity and magnitude of impact criteria. The criteria used can refer to
either beneficial or adverse effects. This has been stated within the impact
assessment where applicable. This guidance is regularly used for assessments in
the UK which do not have specific standards.
Triangulation of information to develop an appropriate methodology
17.4.5

It is noted that none of the socio-economic assessments undertaken for similar
projects and reviewed as part of this assessment have used the Guidelines and
Principles for Social Impact Assessment (2003) or DMRB (2008) to specifically
guide their methodologies. Two of the projects reviewed base their assessment
methodologies on relevant guidance produced by English Partnerships (2008)1,
and Business, Innovation & Skills (2009)2 regarding additionality. A review of
these guidance documents has indicated that they would be more applicable to a
study which had the potential for significant economic impacts, and therefore
involved a detailed economic analysis and primary data collection. As such, these
guidance documents have not been used specifically to form the basis of the
socio-economic assessment for this Proposed Development.

17.4.6

It has been considered that the combination of the Guidelines and Principles for
Social Impact Assessment (2003) and DMRB (2008), as well as a general
guideline of scope and significance criteria in the reviewed studies enables a
methodology which is as robust as can be possible for this socio-economic impact
assessment.

17.4.7

An overview of the methodology for this socio-economic, recreation and tourism
impact assessment is as follows:


Stage 1: study area is identified which is deemed to be appropriate to the

1

English Partnerships (2008). Additionality Guide, A standard approach to assessing the additional impact of
interventions. Available at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/191511/Additionality_Guide_0.pdf.
2
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (2009). BIS Occasional Paper No. 1. Research to improve the
assessment of additionality. October 2009. Available at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/191512/Research_to_improve_the
_assessment_of_additionality.pdf.
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scale and location of the Proposed Development.


Stage 2: baseline collation involves a number of sub-tasks. Firstly, a deskbased review of information held within the public domain, such as aerial
photography, studies of projects in similar locations, identification of relevant
interest groups and organisations is undertaken. Secondly, post-scoping,
informal consultation with relevant interest groups and organisations is
undertaken to obtain their comment on access, and features of recreational
and tourism interest that should be included in the baseline. Thirdly, the
baseline is fully collated encompassing information obtained through
secondary sources and through consultation. Finally, receptors are identified
within the study area based on the fully collated baseline.



Stage 3: Impact assessment through identification of magnitude of impact
against sensitivity rating of receptors, to reveal significance.



Stage 4: Proposal of appropriate and proportionate mitigation measures, if
significant impacts identified.



Stage 5: Identification of residual effects taking into consideration the
mitigation measures proposed.



Stage 6: Cumulative impact assessment in relation to socio-economic,
recreation and tourism impacts.

17.4.8

Further detail relating to each of these stages is presented in paragraphs 17.4.9 to
17.4.36.
Stage 1: Identification of study area

17.4.9

The assessment study area is 1km either side of the Proposed Development LoD3.
This was confirmed to be appropriate to the scale and extent of the Proposed
Development through receipt of the Scoping Opinion (Volume 6.6).

3

Proposed Development includes everything within the Order Limits (red line boundary) including the Limits of
Deviation (LoD), the access tracks, and the affected existing assets.
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17.4.10 The 1km study area falls entirely within Carmarthenshire and is therefore under

the remit of CCC. The lowest tier of local government in Wales is referred to as a
‘Community’. Each has its own council. The community level is the smallest
electoral scale for which census data is collected in Wales. There are 12
community areas which are covered by the study area. As issues of employment
and economic activity have been scoped out of the assessment, census data at
the community level is not presented as part of the baseline.
17.4.11 In terms of socio-economic features, the study area can be described in the same

way as the landscape character descriptions (see Chapter 9, Volume 6.2):


Rolling pastoral countryside with sparse settlement (small villages and
farmsteads) at the southern section of the study area, as the route passes
through the western fringes of the Gwendraeth Vales;



Flat, open pastoral farmland with sparse settlement, generally scattered
farmsteads as the route then passes north across the Towy valley;



Agricultural land and a series of small settlements as the route passes
thorough the Carmarthenshire Foothills; and



Forestry, agricultural land and nucleated valley villages and frequent dispersed
farmsteads as the route passes around the fringes of the Cambrian Mountain.
Access routes of varying types and designations and features of recreation
and tourism interest are present throughout the study area. Following a
review of the initial baseline information collated, it appears that there is a
greater concentration of access routes as the route of the Proposed
Development heads north towards the Cambrian Mountains. This is true also
for features of recreational and tourism interest. This summary will be
reviewed and refined as necessary as further baseline information is collated.

17.4.12 This 1km study area has been used to identify any access features, such as

PROW, and any recreation and tourism features, such as tourism accommodation,
tourism attraction, and recreation activities which might occur in that area.
However, it is acknowledged that there may be an indirect impact of the Proposed
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Development on the tourism industry which may extend beyond the 1km study
area. In order to enable a qualitative assessment of the impact of the Proposed
Development on the wider tourism industry, the baseline includes a review of the
visitor numbers and economic revenue generated by the tourism industry in the
region and county, as far as publicly available data allows.
17.4.13 A more detailed description of the wider landscape within which the study area is

located is presented in Chapter 2 (Section 2.2), and specific detail regarding
access, recreation and tourism is presented in Section 17.5 ‘Baseline
Environment’ of this chapter.
Stage 2: Baseline
17.4.14 In accordance with National Policy Statement EN-1 (paragraph 5.12.4) the

prevailing social and economic conditions relevant to the scope of the assessment
have been collated for the administrative council area within which the study area
is situated and the wider context of Great Britain or the United Kingdom (UK)
(depending on the dataset). Baseline conditions are described and reference is
made as to how the development’s socio-economic impacts correlate with
planning policy.
17.4.15 The baseline socio-economic analysis draws on relevant national, regional and

local datasets providing information on baseline conditions. The sources and
dates that the baseline information was published has been stated where relevant.
The most up to date information available has been used for the assessment,
wherever possible.
17.4.16 Information on baseline conditions has been collated in relation to:



access; and



recreation and tourism.

17.4.17 A process of triangulation has been used in order to build the baseline, using

multiple sources to collate information. A desk-based review of a range of data
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sources has been undertaken. The most contemporary data available has been
used to undertake the assessment. Local and regional planning documents and
background studies, findings from associated consultation, and use of publicly
available data has been used to define the baseline conditions across the study
area. Secondary data sources include, but are not limited to:


local authority and statistics;



extant and emerging local plans and any associated tourism and leisure
evidence base documents and papers, as well as high level tourism data (e.g.
STEAM data);



CCC sources;



Visit Wales;



Cadw;



Wales Tourism Alliance (WTA);



Carmarthenshire Tourist Association (CTA);



Brechfa Forest and Llanllwni Mountain Tourism Cluster Association (BALM);



Camping and Caravanning Club;



The Caravan Club;



Ramblers Association;



NRW;



Sustrans;



Cambrian Mountain Initiative;



socio-economic and tourism studies and reports that have been prepared and
submitted with recent development applications, including New 132kV
Overhead Line from Llandinam Wind Farm to Welshpool Substation, SP Mid

36

Environmental Statement – Chapter 17 – Volume 6.2

Wales (Electricity) Connection Project, Mid Wales Electricity Connection,
Brechfa West ES, Brechfa East ES, Bryn Llywelyn ES and SEI, 132kV
Overhead Line Between Legacy and Oswestry, and work undertaken by Save
Mynydd Llanllwni Action Group.
17.4.18 Post-scoping, informal consultation has been undertaken with organisations and

interest groups who have been identified as being relevant to the study area
through the desk based review. The groups and organisations include:


Cadw;



WTA;



CTA;



BALM;



Camping and Caravanning Club;



The Caravan Club;



Ramblers Association;



NRW; and



Sustrans.

17.4.19 Information from these organisations should ensure that all relevant access,

recreation and tourism features of interest are considered. Consultation with
relevant interest groups and organisations has been undertaken and responses
received have been reviewed and addressed as necessary in the final ES chapter.
Detail regarding consultation with these organisations is presented in Table 17.2 of
this chapter.
17.4.20 The receptors considered to be relevant to the study area were identified using the

baseline information obtained, including through consultation with relevant
consultees listed in Table 17.2 of this chapter. A list of receptors has been
identified on which the impact assessment presented in this ES document is
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based.
17.4.21 No field surveys have been undertaken specifically for socio-economics,

recreation and tourism. However, field surveys have been undertaken for
environmental topics whose conclusions have informed the socio-economic
assessment. These include Land use, agriculture and forestry (Chapter 8)
Landscape and visual (Chapter 9), Historic environment (Chapter 11), and Traffic
and transport (Chapter 16) (Volume 6.2).
17.4.22 See section 17.5 for the baseline.

Stage 3: Identification and assessment of impacts
17.4.23 As there is currently no established EIA methodology for the assessment of socio-

economic impacts in the UK or guidance on defining significance criteria, the
‘Design Manual for Roads and Bridges’ (DMRB) produced by the Department for
Transport (DfT) and published in 2008, has been used to guide the relevant
receptor sensitivity and magnitude of impact criteria. The criteria used can refer to
either beneficial or adverse effects. This has been stated within the impact
assessment where applicable. This approach has been agreed in principle with
CCC. See paragraphs 17.4.3 to 17.4.6 for detail as to how these guidelines have
informed the socio-economic, recreation and tourism assessment.
17.4.24 The assessment focuses on the impacts of baseline features which are located

within the Order Limits. This presents a worst case approach as it includes the
LoD, the access tracks and the affected existing assets. The area assessed is
referred to as the Proposed Development within this chapter, which is considered
to include all of these development features. Where applicable, for example when
considering indirect impacts upon tourist facilities, consideration is also given to
receptors within the wider study area.
17.4.25 The assessment uses the following terms to describe the impacts:



“Beneficial, Negligible or Adverse”;
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impact significance level is defined as “Minor, Moderate or Major” – this relates
to the definition of significance criteria stated in the methodology section;



“Short, Medium or Long Term”;



“Temporary or Permanent”;



“Direct or Indirect”; and



“Local level” (within the Order Limits or a neighbouring site); District level (e.g.
Borough); Regional level (e.g. County); National level (Wales); International.

17.4.26 An assessment has been made of the significance of effects, taking into account

the importance/sensitivity of the receptor, the magnitude of impact, the
duration/persistence of the impact and the likelihood of the impact occurring.
Details of the criteria adopted and definitions used are presented in Tables 17.3
and 17.4.
17.4.27 The impact ranking as a result of the importance/sensitivity of the receptor versus

the magnitude of the impact is taken from the matrix presented in Table 17.5. In
Table 17.5, Moderate or Major impacts are defined as significant in EIA terms.
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Table 17.3 – Sensitivity/importance of the environment
Receptor
sensitivity/importance

Description/reason

Very high

Very high importance and rarity, international scale
and very limited potential for substitution. In terms
of this chapter this would refer to the international
economy.

High

High importance and rarity, national scale and
limited potential for substitution. In terms of this
chapter this would refer to the national economy,
tourist attractions of national importance, national
cycle routes and national trails.

Medium

Medium importance and rarity, regional scale,
limited potential for substitution. In terms of this
chapter this would refer to the regional economy,
tourist attractions of regional importance, etc.
Residential housing and settlements, and
inhabitants affected. Recreational users and
tourists.

Low

Low or medium importance and rarity, local scale.
In terms of this chapter this would refer to the local
economy, tourist attractions of local importance,
rural areas valued for their tranquillity, businesses
that could be affected economically. Workers
active within study area.

Very low

Very low importance and rarity, local scale. In
terms of this chapter this would refer to other rural
areas and non-designated areas used for
recreational purposes.
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Table 17.4 – Magnitude of impact
Magnitude (Adverse Definition
or Beneficial)

Very High

Adverse or beneficial irreversible, permanent impacts
on the national, regional or local economy, tourism
and recreation. Irreversible, permanent social or
cultural impacts at national, regional or local level.

High

Adverse or beneficial substantial permanent impacts
on the national or regional economy, tourism and
recreation. Substantial, permanent impacts on the
local economy. Substantial, permanent national,
regional or local social or cultural impacts.

Medium

Adverse or beneficial temporary or permanent impacts
on the national and regional economy, tourism and
recreation. Permanent impacts on the local economy.
Temporary national, regional or local social or cultural
impacts.

Low

Adverse or beneficial temporary impacts on local
economy. Undetectable impacts on the economy at
regional or national scale. Negligible or undetectable
social or cultural impacts at all scales.

Very Low

Barely discernible or no loss or alteration of
characteristics, features or elements; no observable
impact in either direction (i.e. adverse or beneficial).

Receptor sensitivity

Table 17.5 – Impact Matrix
Magnitude of impact
Very High

High

Medium

Low

Very Low

Very High

Major

Major

Moderate

Minor

Minor

High

Major

Moderate

Minor

Minor

Negligible

Medium

Moderate

Minor

Minor

Negligible

Negligible

Low

Minor

Minor

Negligible

Negligible

Negligible

Very Low

Minor

Negligible

Negligible

Negligible

Negligible
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17.4.28 The issues of socio-economics, access and recreation and tourism which are

addressed as part of this assessment require information to be collated from the
assessments of other environmental topics. This enables a full picture to be
drawn and the subsequent ranking of impacts to be as fully informed as possible.
17.4.29 The relevant residual effects from other environmental assessments as listed are

used to inform the socio-economic, recreation and tourism assessment:


Chapter 8 Land use, agriculture and forestry;



Chapter 9 Landscape and visual;



Chapter 11 Historic environment;



Chapter 14 Noise and vibration; and



Chapter 16 Traffic and transport.

17.4.30 Only those residual effects which are significant after mitigation are considered.

This enables the identification of any combined residual effect which may have an
impact on socio-economic, access and recreation and tourism receptors, and thus
require further mitigation specific to this topic to minimise the significance.
Stage 4: Identification of mitigation measures
17.4.31 For any significant negative impacts identified, mitigation measures which are

appropriate and proportionate are proposed (see section 17.11).
Stage 5: Residual effects
17.4.32 The residual effects are identified, taking into consideration the mitigation

measures proposed. An indication as to whether these residual effects are
significant in EIA terms is provided (see section 17.12).
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Stage 6: Cumulative effects
17.4.33 The cumulative effects are considered in relation to a) interaction effects and b) in-

combination effects with identified consented and proposed developments. See
section 17.13 for detail, and Chapter 19 (Volume 6.2).
Uncertainty and technical difficulties encountered
17.4.34 The assessment has relied on desk-based techniques to establish the prevailing

socio-economic conditions of the study area, using available information, statistical
evidence and projections gathered from publicly-available surveys and reports,
and consultation with relevant organisations. All reasonable efforts have been
made to use the most up to date information in the baseline.
17.4.35 Professional judgement and experience has been used to determine the

magnitude of impacts, sensitivity of receptors, and the resulting extent of likely
impacts.
17.4.36 Where required, this judgement has included considering the worst case

(precautionary principle) on which to base the assessment.

17.5

Baseline

17.5.1

The baseline for access, and recreation and tourism is presented in this section.
The study area is described between paragraphs 17.4.9 and 17.4.13 of this
chapter. Figure 17.1, Maps 1-13 present the identified baseline features along the
Proposed Development, at a scale of 1:10,000.
Access

17.5.2

There are a number of publicly accessible (non-road) routes and land within the
study area which enables access by foot, bicycle, horse and other forms of
transport. The accessible routes and land which have been identified as being
within or on the edge of the study area of this Proposed Development include:


Open Country and Common Land;
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Public Rights of Way;



County walks;



Long Distance Footpaths;



Cycle routes; and



other significant access routes (marked routes).

Open Country & Common Land
17.5.3

Under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW), the public can walk
freely on mapped areas of mountain, moor, heath, downland and registered
common land, known as open access land, without being restricted to paths.

17.5.4

There are two parcels of Registered Common Land, both are near to Carmarthen;
to the east of A485 and the north of A40. Both of these land areas are classed as
CROW land. See Figure 17.1, Map 6 to view these parcels of land in the context
of the Proposed Development.
Public Rights of Way

17.5.5

Within Carmarthenshire, there is an extensive network of Public Rights of Way
(PROW). It is the third largest local authority network in Wales (CCC, 2007a).
Table 17.6 presents an overview of the classification of PROW, numbers and
lengths which are located within Carmarthenshire, and the percentage of each
classification compared to overall length of PROW within the network. This data is
based on the Right of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) published by CCC in
2007.
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Table 17.6 – PROW within Carmarthenshire
PROW classification

Number of routes

Length (km)

Percentage of
network length
(%)

Footpath (on foot only)

2,981

2,086.7

93.3

Bridleway (on foot
horseback, pedal cycle)

122

85.4

3.8

Byway Open to All Traffic
(BOAT) (including
motorised vehicles)

92

64.4

2.9

3,195

2,236.5

100.0

Total
Source: CCC, 2007

17.5.6

The definitive map of PROW within Carmarthenshire has been obtained from CCC
for the preparation of the baseline for this assessment during 2014. The PROWs
are presented in Figure 17.1, Maps 1-13 which support this assessment. Table
17.7 presents a summary of the total number and distance of PROWs within the
Proposed Development and wider study area (1km from the edge of the Proposed
Development). Of the 126 PROW within the study area, 6 are BOATs and the
remaining 120 are footpaths. None are referenced as bridleways within the data.
The information presented in Table 17.7 and between paragraphs 17.5.7 and
17.5.18 does not present the definitive points at which the Proposed Development
crosses an access route. This information is presented in the impact assessment
for construction impacts in section 17.6, specifically in Table 17.19.
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Table 17.7 – Total PROW within Proposed Development, and the study area of
the Proposed Development
Area

Total no. PROW
within defined
area

Total length
(km) within
defined area

Proposed Development, i.e.
Order Limits

19

2.579

Study area (1km from
Proposed Development)

126

51.557

Source: CCC, 2014

County Walks
17.5.7

There are a number of walks which are promoted by CCC and which fall within the
study area. These include a walk named Bronwydd Country Walk, and another
walk called the Towy Trail.

17.5.8

Bronwydd Country Walk is centred on the Gwili Valley and is split into areas A and
B (CCC, Unknown). The route encircling area A is around 10.5km in length over
undulating ground with some moderately steep inclines, and the walk encircling
area B is hilly in places but is much shorter at only 3.5km in length. The literature
that has been produced to advertise the walk and guide walkers indicates that
“Much of the walking in the area is along surfaced tracks and country lanes that
provide fine views along the Gwili Valley and the surrounding countryside”. Parts
of the walks encircling areas A and B are within the study area.

17.5.9

The study area covers a section of the Towy Trail. There is approximately 2.8km
of the Towy Trail within the study area, as shown on Figure 17.1, Map 6.
Long Distance Footpaths

17.5.10 There are a number of Long Distance Footpaths (LDFs) that the study area

covers, including the Cistercian Way, the Celtic Way and the Wales Coastal Path.
17.5.11 The Cistercian Way is a circular walk around Wales and covers approximately 602
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miles, which is around 968km (LDWA, 2013). The start and finish point is
Llantarnam, Cwmbran, Torfaen which is at the south east corner of the route. It is
waymarked and encompasses a range of places and features of interest including
around Wales (The Cistercian Way, 2013). The study area encompasses a
section of the Cistercian Way, as shown on Figure 17.1, Maps 4 and 5.
17.5.12 The Celtic Way is a pioneering 725 mile route through western Britain, and winds

its way through South Wales and the South West peninsula. The official starting
point is Strumble Head in Pembroke, and the official end point is St Michael’s
Mount in Cornwall. It enables walkers to visit more than 100 pre-historic sites
(Long Distance Walkers Association, 2013; The Celtic Way, 2012). The study
area encompasses a section of the Celtic Way, as shown on Figure 17.1, Maps 6
and 7.
17.5.13 The Wales Coastal Path is 1,400km in length and encompasses eight

geographical areas, one of which is Carmarthenshire. It has been developed by
the Welsh Government in partnership with Natural Resources Wales, 16 local
authorities and two National Parks. Part of the path relating to section number 6,
Carmarthenshire, is encompassed within the study area, as can be seen on Figure
17.2, Map 2. This amounts to 0.4km.
Cycle Routes
17.5.14 There are a number of cycle routes encompassed by the study area, including a

national cycle trail and trails designated and promoted by CCC. In total there are
11.89km of cycle trails within the study area.
17.5.15 The study area encompasses a stretch of the Celtic Trail, which is a national cycle

route. This is a 220 mile route which starts at The Ocean Lab in Pembrokeshire
and finishes at Chepstow Castle, stretching across the entire breadth of south
Wales (Sustrans, 2013a). It is made up of two routes, National Route 4 (coastal)
and National Route 47 (inland). Sections of both National Route 4 and 47 are
encompassed within the study area (see Figure 17.1, Maps 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 and 7).
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17.5.16 The study area encompasses a number of cycle trails that are promoted by CCC,

including HP 9 (8.25km), HP 11 (9.01km) and HP14 (12.32km). Green depicts a
family route and red indicates a more challenging route. See Figure 17.1, Maps 5,
6, 7, 8 and 9.
Forest roads and forest access tracks
17.5.17 There are a number of forest roads and forest access tracks encompassed by the

study area and crossed by the alignment. The report prepared by Canta in August
2014, ‘‘Audit of Current Tourist Trails, Provision, Recommendations for
Development, and Heritage Interpretation for Northern Carmarthenshire” includes
a list of trails which are promoted locally within the forest for different types of
users. These are not designated or formally marked access routes, but are
available for use by visitors to Brechfa Forest.
Other access
17.5.18 There are no Roads used as Public Paths (RUPPs) or Restricted By-ways in

Carmarthenshire.
Recreation and Tourism
Wales tourism profile
17.5.19 The Welsh Government’s Tourism Sector End Year Report 2013 indicates that

tourism is a significant contributor to the Welsh economy both directly and
indirectly in terms of jobs and expenditure generated. A Tourism Satellite Account
(TSA), an international agreed method for estimating direct economic significance
of tourism in an economy (Welsh Government, 2010), has been used to calculate
the significance for Wales and is quoted in Tourism Sector End Year Report 2013
(Welsh Government, 2013a). The Wales TSA for 2013 estimates that tourism
contributes £1.8billion/4.4% Gross Value Added (GVA)4 for the Welsh Economy on
an annual basis and that tourism is a key driver of export. A report for Visit Britain
4

According to ONS, GVA measures the contribution to the economy of each individual producer, industry or sector in the
United Kingdom. GVA is used in the estimation of GDP.
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in 2013 (Deloitte and Oxford Economics, 2013) estimates substantially higher
figures than those presented by Wales TSA; it suggests that the tourism economy
will have directly contributed approximately £3.1billion to GVA in Wales which is
equivalent to 6.3% in 2013.
17.5.20 The Wales Tourism Definitive Value Report (Wales Tourism Alliance, 2012) further

illustrates the importance of tourism to the economy of Wales, and indicates that
this has been the case for a number of years. The statistics presented are based
on data collated by Deloitte and Oxford Economics (2010) in a report entitled ‘The
Economic Contribution of the Visitor Economy’, looking at day visits in Great
Britain. The Wales Tourism Definitive Value Report (Wales Tourism Alliance,
2012) indicates that in 2009, tourism accounted for £6.18bn of Wales Gross
Domestic Product (GDP)5, which equated to 13.3% of the total economy. By
comparison, in England’s national GDP, tourism accounted for only 8.6%.
Furthermore, the contribution of tourism to the national GDP in Wales in 2009 was
higher than in any of the other three UK home nations (England, Scotland, and
Northern Ireland) (Deloitte, 2010).
17.5.21 Despite the contribution made by the visitor economy to the national GDP being

greatest in Wales compared to the other home nations, Wales continues to have
the lowest proportion of day visits of each of the home nations (data does not
include Northern Ireland in this statistic). According to Great Britain Day Visits
report (TNS, 2011), Wales had 6.6% of total day visits in 2011, compared to
84.7% for England and 7.7% for Scotland. The Great Britain Day Visits Survey
(TNS, 2011) estimates that £29 was spent per day visit per person in Wales in
2011. This is the lowest of the three home nations, with £34 spent in England and
£46 spent in Scotland.
17.5.22 Nevertheless, the Wales Tourism Definitive Value Report (Wales Tourism Alliance,

2012) indicates that the number of domestic visits to Wales has increased
between 2008 and 2011, both in absolute terms and as a share of UK domestic
5

According to ONS, GDP is a key indicator of the state of the whole economy. In the UK, three theoretical approaches
are used to estimate GDP: 'production', 'income' and 'expenditure'. When using the production or income approaches,
the contribution to the economy of each industry or sector is measured using GVA.
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visits. According to a report entitled ‘Visits to Tourist Attractions in Wales 2013
Revised’ (Welsh Government, 2013b), overall, visits to attractions in Wales has
increased by 0.4% between 2012 and 2013, from 10.85 million to 10.88 million.
Free attractions saw a great increase in visitor numbers of 18.5% (2.33 million to
2.75 million), although visits to paid attractions decreased slightly by 4.6% (8.53
million to 8.13 million).
17.5.23 The Wales TSA (Welsh Government, 2013a) indicates that the total spending by

staying visitors was £1.9billion in 2012, with an additional estimated £3.4billion
from tourist day visits. The Wales TSA also shows that tourism spending directly
supports economic activity across a range of Wales’ key sectors including public
sector, tourism enterprises relating to Information and Communication Technology
(ICT), construction, creative industries, financial and professional services, retail,
food and beverage services and transport.
17.5.24 The Wales Tourism Definitive Value Report (Wales Tourism Alliance, 2012)

indicates that, in 2009/10, Wales had the highest proportion of its population
directly employed in the visitor economy compared to the other three home
nations, at 6.3% compared to 4.2% for England, 5.3% for Scotland and 3.0% for
Northern Ireland. The Welsh Government’s Tourism Sector End Year Report
2013 (Welsh Government, 2013a) indicates that the total employment in tourism in
Wales in 2012 was estimated to be 117,400 in 2012, and is the third largest sector
after Energy and Environment and is much the same as Financial and
Professional Services, and is the fastest growing sector in Wales with a 15.3%
growth since 2005. The data presented by Deloitte and Oxford Economics (2010)
suggests that in 2013, there were 114,000 jobs directly related to tourism in Wales
which is equivalent to approximately 8.2% of all jobs in Wales.
Carmarthenshire tourism profile
17.5.25 The Carmarthenshire County Council (2012a) STEAM Report indicates that

tourism expenditure contributed £207.85 million of direct revenue to
Carmarthenshire’s economy in 2012. Data for a number of past STEAM reports
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have been collated and reviewed to understand the recent trends (CCC, 2011;
2012a). In 2009, direct revenue from tourism in Carmarthenshire was £211.3
million, which increased to £220.4 million in 2011, but declined in 2012. This
percentage decrease in direct revenue from tourism is 5.94% since 2011, and
1.63% since 2009. Indirect expenditure related to tourism has seen a similar
pattern, recorded at £333.3 million in 2009, rising to £355.0 million in 2011, and
then decreasing to £334.9 million in 2012, however, overall there has been slight
percentage increase of 0.48% between 2009 and 2012. The data presented in the
STEAM reports (CCC, 2011; 2012a) is presented in Table 17.8.
17.5.26 Data in Table 17.8 indicates that, at the latest available recording in 2012, tourism

expenditure was greatest in food and drink, shopping and transport and lowest in
recreation and accommodation. This suggests that tourists visiting the area are
likely to be predominantly day-trippers, and activities undertaken are primarily free
(i.e. no entry fee), such as walking and cycling. This supports the data presented
in the report entitled ‘Visits to Tourist Attractions in Wales 2013 Revised’ (Welsh
Government, 2013b), which indicated that the proportion of people partaking in
free activities has increased in recent years.
17.5.27 Despite the direct expenditure in accommodation in Carmarthenshire being

second lowest out of each tourism measure in Table 17.8, it is the one measure
which has actually seen a continued growth between 2009 and 2012, with a
18.62% increase in expenditure by visitors. This suggests that, although at
present the majority of visitors spend one day in the area, the amount of people
who are visiting for one night and more is steadily increasing.
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Table 17.8 – Carmarthenshire tourist expenditure by sector
Category

2009
(£ m)

2010
(£ m)

2011
(£ m)

2012
(£ m)

% change
(2011 vs
2012)

% change
(2009 vs
2012)

Accommodation

24.7

25.7

25.7

30.3

18.62%

22.67%

Food and Drink

64.0

67.2

66.8

61.4

-8.44%

-4.06%

Recreation

21.8

22.9

22.8

20.8

-9.17%

-4.59%

Shopping

50.1

52.5

52.2

47.7

-8.98%

-4.79%

Transport

50.7

53.2

53.0

47.7

-10.45%

-5.92%

Subtotal direct
revenue

211.3

221.59

220.4

207.85

-5.94%

-1.63%

Direct Revenue

Indirect Expenditure
VAT

37.0

38.8

44.1

41.6

-6.76%

12.43%

Subtotal indirect
expenditure

85.1

88.8

90.6

85.4

-6.11%

0.35%

TOTAL

333.3

349.2

355.0

334.9

-6.03%

0.48%

Source: CCC (2011; 2012a)

17.5.28 The Wales Tourism Definitive Value Report (Wales Tourism Alliance, 2012)

indicates that the most popular regions for tourism in Wales are Conwy and
Pembrokeshire. Carmarthenshire was not in the top 10 regions with highest share
of employees in the visitor economy in Wales in 2010. A review of Census 2011
data in terms of industry of employment supports the view that, generally,
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employment in tourism related areas6 is not significantly elevated compared to the
national average. This conclusion is mirrored by the statement in the
Carmarthenshire Local Tourism Profile (2010-2012) (Welsh Government, 2012),
“…tourism industries account for just under one in ten jobs in Carmarthenshire,
about the same as Wales as a whole”. Table 17.9 presents the proportion of the
population employed in different sectors of industry for Carmarthenshire and
Wales, based on Census 2011 data. Table 17.10 presents the proportion of the
population in Carmarthenshire and Wales who work in sub-sectors of the tourism
industry, as presented within the Carmarthenshire Local Tourism Profile (20102012).
Table 17.9 – Employment by industry sector: Carmarthenshire vs Wales
Sector

Carmarthenshire (%
employed)

Wales (%
employed)

Agriculture , forestry and fishing

4.1

1.7

Mining and quarrying

0.3

0.2

Manufacturing

8.7

10.5

Electricity, Gas, Steam and Air Conditioning Supply

0.5

0.8

Water supply, sewerage. Waste management and
remediation activities

0.9

0.9

9

8.2

Wholesale and retail trade including motor vehicles
and motor cycles

16.6

15.6

Transport and storage

3.8

3.9

Construction

6

As defined by ONS, this includes transport, retail (apart from motor vehicles and motor cycles), food and beverage
services, rental and leasing of properties, travel agency and tour operators, creative arts and entertainment, gambling
and betting, sports, amusement, and recreation.
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Sector

Carmarthenshire (%
employed)

Wales (%
employed)

Accommodation and food service activities

5.3

6.2

Information and communication

1.7

2.3

Financial and insurance activities

1.9

3.1

Real estate activities

1.1

1.2

Professional, scientific and technical activities

3.6

4.3

Administrative and support service activities

3.3

4

Public administration and defence, compulsory social
security

9.1

7.9

Education

10.5

10.1

Human health and social work activities

15.5

14.5

Other

4.2

4.5

Source: ONS (2011)
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Table 17.10 – Employment by tourism sub-sector: Carmarthenshire vs
Wales
Tourism Sub-sector

Carmarthenshire (%
employed)

Accommodation services

Wales (%
employed)

1.5

2.3

5

5.5

Passenger transport and travel activities

0.9

1

Cultural, sport, recreation, etc activities

1.6

1.9

9

10.7

Food and beverage serving activities

Total in 2012
Source: Welsh Government (2012)

17.5.29 The Carmarthenshire County Council (2012a) STEAM Report indicates a number

of key statistics regarding tourism in the county in 2012 including:


in 2012, tourist numbers7 were dominated by day visitors (68% of the total);



the majority of tourist days (45%) were accounted for by visitors staying in non
serviced accommodation, which had decreased from 2011. In 2012;



direct employment from tourism in Carmarthenshire was 5,573 (full time
equivalents) (a 12% decrease from 2011), with a further 1,135 employed
indirectly (a 10% decrease from 2011); and



the largest sector of tourism employment was accommodation (1,325 in 2012),
followed by food and drink (1,262) then shopping (894).

7

The STEAM Report (CCC, 2012) defined tourist numbers as the count of all visitors annually, regardless of their length
of stay.
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Visitor attractors and activities
17.5.30 Within the wider area of Carmarthenshire, there are a number of tourism

attractions including:


the beaches to the south of the County;



the national botanic Gardens of Wales;



Castles (including Carmarthen, Carreg Cennen, Dinefwr, Llansteffan and
Kidwelly);



Carmarthenshire County Museum; and



Forestry Commission Wales woodland sites at Pembrey, Brechfa Forest, and
the Towy Valley Forests (Pen Arthur, Llwynwormwood and Cilgwyn).

17.5.31 The tourism and visitor attractions (including activities) within 1km study area of

the Proposed Development are presented in Table 17.11, which provides
commentary regarding each location, and a figure reference.
Table 17.11 – Tourism and visitor attractions
Type of
attraction

Feature

ID reference
(if applicable)

Figure reference

Rivers

River Towy and tributaries used
for angling, picnicking, boating,
visiting for the scenery

n/a

Figure 17.1, Maps
5, 6, 7, 9 and 10

Regionally or
Nationally
important
walks and
cycle trails

Celtic Trail

n/a

Figure 17.1, Maps
1, 2, 3, 5 and 6

Wales Coastal Path

n/a

Figure 17.1, Map 2

Cistercian Way

n/a

Figure 17.1, Maps
4 and 5
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Type of
attraction

Feature

ID reference
(if applicable)

Figure reference

Towy Trail

n/a

Figure 17.1, Map 6

Celtic Way

Figure 17.1, Map 6
and 7

Bronwydd Country Walk

n/a

Figure 17.1, Map 7

County cycle trails

n/a

Figure 17.1, Maps
5, 6, 7, 8 and 9

Forestry

Brechfa Forest used for informal
outdoor recreation, in particular
walking, horse riding, organised
car rallies and cycling, as
indicated in the Canta report
(2014) and in Beaufort report
(2014a). The area has become
a popular mountain biking area,
with the establishment of three
world class mountain biking
trails (RWE, 2013) . In addition,
the Canta report (2014)
indicates that the location was
named in 2014 in the top 50 UK
mountain bike trail centres, and
a report by Beaufort Research
(2014b) indicated that in 2013
77% visitors participated in
cycling when visiting Brechfa
Forest/visited the forest for that
specific reason.

n/a

Figure 17.1, Maps
10, 11 and 12

Other

Carmarthenshire County
Museum

1

Figure 17.1, Map 6
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Type of
attraction

Feature

ID reference
(if applicable)

Figure reference

Gwili Steam Railway

2

Figure 17.1, Map 7

Coombe Park Stables

3

Figure 17.1, Map 7

Potential for informal recreation 4
at the disused quarry to the west
of Llwynpiod

Figure 17.1, Map 7

Weekend pottery courses,
Siramik B&B

5

Figure 17.1, Map 9

Cambrian Mountain Initiative
(see paragraph 17.5.35)

n/a

Figure 17.1, Maps
10, 11 and 12

Source: Taken from information supplied by Forestry Commission / Natural Resources Wales,
CCC, Sustrans, project workshop panels, Canta report (2014)

17.5.32 Brechfa Forest is considered by local people to be central to the culture and local

economy (BALM, post-scoping, informal consultation). It has supported a number
of jobs for local people for many years, although there has been a decrease in the
number of jobs supported from the 1980s onwards with the increased
mechanisation of forestry activities (BALM, post-scoping, informal consultation).
17.5.33 The Canta report (2014) describes a significant amount of recreation and tourism

activities that are available within northern Carmarthenshire, which includes the
area through which the Proposed Development is located. The report suggests
that the activities and attractions available are not being fully capitalised on by
tourism providers in the area. Furthermore, the Beaufort Research report (2014b)
indicated that at the time of survey in 2013, 61% visitors would recommend visiting
the location again. Although this result was positive, it was the lowest of all of the
sites surveyed in Wales. The Canta report (2014) makes a series of
recommendations including marketing and practical initiatives that could help to
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increase the amount of visitors to the area from current numbers, through making
use of the activities and attractions which are already present in the area.
17.5.34 There has been a government-driven focus on developing ‘sense of place’ within

Wales, specifically relating to the development of tourism based on an area’s
inherent assets by raising awareness of and building on the local heritage and
culture (Visit Wales, 2013). Carmarthenshire Tourism Association has recently
produced a range of leaflets on the heritage of Brechfa Forest. Therefore,
although people directly employed within and for the forest has decreased, the
community has been proactively encouraged to establish businesses based on the
use of the forest for recreation and as a tourist attraction by local and national
government (BALM, post-scoping, informal consultation). In addition, BALM are
partaking in a range of projects to develop the forest’s historical environment,
having secured funding and working with a number of different organisations
including Dyfed Archaeology Trust, Woodland Trust and Oxford University.
17.5.35 The study area runs through an area of the Cambrian Mountains. Since 2008,

they have been covered by Cambrian Mountains Initiative (CMI). They have
commercial and financial support to encourage rural economic development
through rural tourism enterprise, increases in the quality of tourism provision and
customer service, and connecting consumers with the countryside on which the
area bases its tourism value and economy.
17.5.36 As per Chapter 11, Historic Environment (Volume 6.2), there are a number of

heritage features in close proximity to the Proposed Development. Some of these
have potential to draw visitors to the area including a Grade II Listed Building, nondesignated assets, and historic landscape character areas. See Chapter 11 for
more detail regarding these features.
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Map 5 - north of Wenalit;
Map 6 - south of Abergwili;
- north of Llangunnor;
- south east of the disused quarry
Map 7 - north and east of Bronwydd
- south west of Cwmgwili farm

Horse riding is popular in the area and there are many riding
centres, riding clubs and companies offering ‘holidays for
horses’. There are no formally designated bridle ways within
the study area, however many of the walking and the cycle
routes can be used.
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Carmarthenshire County Council (2013). Fishing sites in Wales. Available at:
http://www.visit.carmarthenshire.gov.uk/maps/fishing‐map.html.

8

Horse riding

Ponds just west of Pontarsais

Angling

Figure 17.1, Map 9

Figure reference

Figure 17.1, Map 1-12

River Towy is popular for salmon and sea trout fishing. Fishing Figure 17.1, Map 5, 6 and
features within the study area include8:
7

Feature

Type of activity

Table 17.12 – Activities undertaken within study area
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Figure 17.1, Map 6 and 7
Figure 17.1, Map 6

Merlin Cycle Event (August/October)

Sports facilities – sports fields, facilities, and sports viewing,
including Abergwili Football Club and Abergwili Rugby Club
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Source: Project workshop panels, CCC (2013a, 2013b, 2013c), RWE (2013),

Other

Figure 17.1, Map 6 and 7

Sioe Llanddarog Show (August)

Organised events

Figure 17.1, Map 9, 10, 11
and 12

4x4 rally routes through Brechfa Forest

Adventure activities
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Tourism accommodation
17.5.37 The Carmarthenshire County Council (2012a) STEAM Report presents data on

the number of bed spaces for both serviced and non-serviced accommodation
available in the whole of Carmarthenshire in 2012. This is summarised in Table
17.13.
Table 17.13 –Tourism accommodation: serviced and non-serviced
Bed space category

Number of Bed spaces

Serviced

3,152

Non-serviced

16,202

Total

19,354

Source: CCC (2013)

17.5.38 A statistical article by the Welsh Government relating to the summary of bedstock

in Wales presents key information regarding the types and numbers of available
bed spaces in each of the Welsh local authorities compared to Wales as a whole
as at March 2013 (Welsh Government, 2013c). The statistical article indicates that
accommodation in caravans and camping parks is the most popular form of
holiday accommodation in both Carmarthenshire and Wales as a whole. In
Carmarthenshire, caravan and camping sites account for the majority of bed
spaces (63%), with self-catering accommodation (15%) and serviced
accommodation (16%) fairly equal and hostel and alternative accommodation
holding the remaining proportion (4% and 2% respectively) (Welsh Government,
2013c). Table 17.14 presents the data presented in the statistics article.
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Table 17.14 –Tourism accommodation: bed spaces by category
Accommodation
category

Carmarthenshire %

Wales

%

Serviced

2,760

16%

79,086

14%

Self catering

2,610

15%

63,168

11%

Caravan/camping

11,099

63%

39,9124

71%

Hostel

774

4%

17,300

3%

Alternative

352

2%

1013

0.2%

Total

17,595

559,691

Source: Welsh Government (2013c)

17.5.39 The total numbers of bed spaces Carmarthenshire is quite different between the

2012 STEAM report and the statistical article by Welsh Government for March
2013. However, the two sets of figures do support each other in terms of the
proportion of serviced compared to non-serviced accommodation in the county.
17.5.40 The known tourism accommodation within 1km study area of the Proposed

Development is presented in Table 17.15. Table 17.15 provides a figure
reference. All accommodation is ordered by type, and then from north to south
along the route in the same order as pole numbering.
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Table 17.15 – Tourism accommodation within study area
Type of
Name of
accommodation accommodation

Address

ID
number

Figure
reference

1

Figure 17.1,
Map 5

Bed and
Breakfast (B&B)

Bay Tree B&B

Maesglasnant,
Cwmffrwd,
Carmarthen
SA31 2LS

Bed and
Breakfast (B&B)

Alltwalis,
Carmarthen
SA32 7EA

2

Glyncoch B&B

Figure 17.1,
Map 10

Siramik B&B

Lanclynadda,
Alltwalis,
Carmarthen
SA32 7DY

3

Bed and
Breakfast (B&B)

Figure 17.1,
Map 9

Caravan and
camping sites

Towy View Touring
caravan and
camping

Pant Farm,
4
Llangunnor Road,
Llangunnor,
Carmarthenshire,
SA31 2HY

Figure 17.1,
Map 5

Hotel

Wheaten Sheaf
Hotel

22 High St,
Abergwili,
Carmarthen
SA31 2JA

5

Figure 17.1,
Map 6

Holiday Cottage

Swn-y-Gwynt
Cottage

C2070 from
Llangunnor to
Nantgaredig,
Llangunnor,
Carmarthen,
Carmarthenshire,
SA32 8EL

6

Figure 17.1,
Map 5

Caravan and
camping site and
Bed and
Breakfast (B&B)

Llygad-Yr-Efail
Campsite and B&B

Llygad yr Efail,
Uplands,
Carmarthen,
SA32 8EA

7

Figure 17.1,
Map 2

Burry Port baseline
17.5.41 The upgrading works at Burry Port are proposed to take place in an area on the

western fringes of Ashpits Pond Nature Reserve, which is south of the A484.
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Within approximately 200m of the proposed works at Burry Port, there are a
number of informal access paths around the reserve (CCC, 2007b), as well as a
promoted path called Millennium Coastal Path (Sustrans, 2013b). The Millennium
Coastal Path is 21km of pedestrian walkway and cycleway along the south coast
of Carmarthenshire, and provides a link between Llanelli and Pembrey Country
Park. The cycleway forms a section of both the Celtic Trail cycle route (part of
NCN 47) and the National Cycle Network NCN 4. The location is set within an
area of existing substation, overhead power lines (steel towers) and a range of
post industrial influences, which are the primary views of people using the nature
reserve and pathways.
Receptors
17.5.42 Based on the baseline presented in section 17.5 of this chapter, the receptors

applicable to this assessment have been identified. They are presented in Table
17.16, including their sensitivity rating, which is based on Table 17.3.
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Table 17.16 – Receptors
Receptor type

Receptor description

Sensitivity

User

Day and overnight visitors

Medium

User

Recreational users including walkers,
anglers, horse riders, cyclists, and
recreational water-users

Medium

Resource

National walking and cycling trails

High

Regional walking and cycling trails

Medium

Local walking and cycling trails

Low

Forestry of local/regional/national
importance, depending on specific use

Low/Medium/High

Angling locations of local/regional
importance depending on location and
specific use

Low/Medium

Tourist resources including museum,
railway of regional importance

Medium

Adventure activities of national
importance, i.e. 4x4 rallying

Medium

Organised events of regional and
national importance, depending on
specific event

Medium/High

Accommodation

Medium

Identification of activities with the potential for significant impacts
17.5.43 The route of the Proposed Development is a 25m wide corridor (the LOD)

narrowing to 16m for the undergrounding section and widening to 50m through
Brechfa Forest (in some areas this has been reduced as shown on Figures 17.1
Maps 1 to 13). The Order Limits (red line boundary) encompass the the LOD as
well as development features such as access routes and affected existing assets.
The potential for direct impacts upon receptors within the Proposed Development
as well as indirect impacts on the wider study area are assessed.
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17.5.44 The prediction of the significance of potential effects considers the details and

nature of the Proposed Development and uses a reasonable worst case in terms
of potential effects to socio-economics, recreation and tourism.
17.5.45 Table 17.17 identifies the development activities relevant to the assessment of

socio-economics, recreation and tourism during the construction and operational
phases, and cumulative assessment. Detailed descriptions are given in Chapter
2: Project Description.
Table 17.17 – Typical Activities
Development
Phase

Typical Activity

Construction

Underground cable
Open cut trenching will be used to install the majority of the
underground cable in relatively unconstrained areas and
horizontal directional drilling (HDD) would be used to pass under
environmental and physical features such as main rivers and
tributaries.
Construction of underground sections including open cut and
HDD would last for about four months, including about 6 weeks
required for the installation of the underground cables within the 9
month overall construction and reinstatement period.
HDD will take place at the following locations:
 The River Towy;
 Bwlch Stream and Abergwili Mill Leat;A40(T);
 Abergwili Road; and
 Nant Crychiau River.
HDD operations will not be undertaken at night.
Overhead Line
Based on a typical construction of an overhead line of this type, it
would take a construction crew team (comprising 3 teams each of
4 persons) between 7 and 10 working days to complete
approximately 2km of line (around 20 pole positions). However, it
is likely that more than one construction crew would be deployed
to work on separate sections at the same time.
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Development
Phase

Typical Activity

Operation

Inspection to be undertaken annually/once per year.
Method of inspection to alternate between foot patrol and
helicopter.
Maintenance crews would access and repair the fault as
necessary if a line outage occurs, but expected to be infrequent.

Embedded mitigation
17.5.46 Mitigation measures that were identified and adopted as part of the evolution of

the Proposed Development and that are relevant to socio-economics, recreation
and tourism are listed in Table 17.18 as embedded mitigation.
17.5.47 Although the scope of the assessment requires that aspects of the assessments

for noise, landscape and visual, land use, and transport and access are
considered to be able to establish the overall impact on access and recreation and
tourism, the embedded mitigation specifically relating to these issues is not
presented in Table 17.218 They are listed in their respective chapters (Chapter 8
Land Use, Agriculture and Forestry, Chapter 9 Landscape and Visual Assessment,
Chapter 11 Historic Environment, Chapter 14 Noise and Vibration and Chapter 16
Traffic and Transport) (Volume 6.2).
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Table 17.18 – Embedded mitigation relating specifically to socio-economics,
recreation and tourism
Development Phase

Embedded mitigation measures

Construction

Local employers and suppliers will be informed of the
proposed construction works and participation of local and
regional companies in the tendering process will be
encouraged.
Where possible, all public rights of way will be kept open to
minimise impact for tourists. Where this is not possible, a
suitable diversion will be created. Temporary PROW
closures or diversions will be communicated to
Carmarthenshire County Council and other relevant
organisations, including Community Councils. Information
will include the duration and proposed alternative routes.
Use of underground cabling at appropriate locations.
Use of best practice methods (see Chapter 2 Project
Description).
Ongoing consultation with statutory and non-statutory
consultees, stakeholders and the general public.
Cable routeing process has given specific regard to
avoiding areas of known built development.

Operation

Where possible all PROW will be kept open during
maintenance and annual inspection.
In normal operation all access routes will be open to the
public.
Ongoing consultation with stakeholders and the general
public.
Cable routeing process has given specific regard to
avoiding areas of known built development.
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17.6

Assessment of impacts: Construction phase
Access

17.6.1

There are a total of 53 access routes that are encompassed by the Proposed
Development. This includes PROW (total of 18), permissive path (previously
thought to be a PROW but confirmed to be a permissive path) (total of 1), countypromoted walks (total of 2), LDFs (total of 2), cycle routes (National and countydesignated) (total of 4), and forest tracks (total of 26). Table 17.19 summarises
key details relating to each route which is crossed. The table includes the section
of the Proposed Development that the access route is located in, the access route
name or reference number, the length of the route within the Order Limits as well
as the length within the LoD, and the pole references where the Proposed
Development crosses the access route. Under each access route category, the
routes are ordered from south to north along the Proposed Development route
(such that pole no. 1 is the furthest south, and pole no. 203 is the furthest north
along the alignment of the Proposed Development).

17.6.2

Although the impact assessment with regard to access is focused on the potential
effects on the Proposed Development which includes the Order Limits and LoD, in
Table 17.19 detail is provided as to the definitive length of each access route
impacted by the Order Limits and LoD, and a description of if and how the Order
Limits and/or LoD are situated in relation to each access route. This is important
as it helps to understand whether there are any direct impacts on access routes,
e.g. crossings, which would need to be managed.
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Table 17.19: Access routes affected by the Order Limits and LOD and are crossed by the Proposed
Development
Section

Type of route

Route ref

Length of
route within
Order Limits
(m)

Length of
route
within
LoD (m)

Crossing of Description of crossing by
part/all of
Proposed Development
access route
by Proposed
Development

Figure reference

1 – OHL
section 1

PROW Footpath

29/20/1

25.30m

25.30m

Yes

The Order Limits and LoD both
cross the PROW at pole 11.

Figure 17.1, Map 1

1 – OHL
section 1

PROW Footpath

29/10/1

25.91m

25.91m

Yes

The Order Limits and LoD both
cross the PROW between poles
34 and 35.

Figure 17.1, Map 2/3

1 – OHL
section 1

PROW BOAT

28/15/1

18.03m

18.03m

Yes

The Order Limits and LoD both
cross the PROW directly north
east of pole 52.

Figure 17.1, Map 3/4

1 – OHL
section 1

PROW BOAT

29/6/1

5.02m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses a
small section of the PROW to the
east of pole 52. The LoD does
not encompass any of the
PROW.

Figure 17.1, Map 3/4

1 – OHL
section 1

PROW BOAT

28/20/2

249.44m

24.82m

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses a
large section of the PROW,
including where it encompasses
the tree canopies, and follows an
access route for some distance
directly south of pole 84. The
LoD also crosses the PROW

Figure 17.1, Map 5

PROW

71

Environmental Statement – Chapter 17 – Volume 6.2
Section

Type of route

Route ref

Length of
route within
Order Limits
(m)

Length of
route
within
LoD (m)

Crossing of Description of crossing by
part/all of
Proposed Development
access route
by Proposed
Development

Figure reference

directly south of pole 84.
2–
Undergroun
d cable
section

PROW BOAT

28/20/1

209.08m

21.45m

Yes

The Order Limits and LoD cross
the PROW north of pole 86 where
there is an area of HDD working
and undergrounding begins.
There is a greater length of
PROW within the Order Limits
because the Order Limits
encompasses an access route to
the north west of the LoD and the
PROW runs within this section.

Figure 17.1, Map 5/6

2–
Undergroun
d cable
section

PROW Footpath

2/1/1A

7.34m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses a
small section of the PROW where
it meets the access road.
However, the LoD does not
encompass any of the PROW
and it is not crossed by the
Proposed Development..

Figure 17.1, Map 6

2–
Undergroun
d cable
section

PROW Footpath

2/6/1

0.24m

0.24m

Yes

LoD The Order Limits and LoD
both encompass a very small
length of the PROW, but it is not
crossed entirely by the Proposed
Development.

Figure 17.1, Map 6

Yes

The Order Limits and LoD both
encompass a small section of the
PROW to the south west of New
Terminal H Pole no. 87. The

Figure 17.1, Map 7

2–
Undergroun

PROW Footpath

2/8/1

25.87m

3.89m
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Section

Type of route

Route ref

Length of
route within
Order Limits
(m)

Length of
route
within
LoD (m)

Crossing of Description of crossing by
part/all of
Proposed Development
access route
by Proposed
Development

d cable
section

Figure reference

Proposed Development crosses
the PROW; specifically, the
proposed trench for the UG cable
crosses the PROW.

3 – OHL
section 2

PROW Footpath

27/32/1

29.77m

25.53m

Yes

The Order Limits and LoD cross
the PROW at pole 115.

Figure 17.1, Map 8

3 – OHL
section 2

PROW Footpath

27/14/1

139.28m

26.12m

Yes

The Order Limits and LoD
encompass a section of the
PROW to the south of pole 136.
There is a greater distance of the
PROW encompasses within the
Order Limits as a section of the
PROW runs adjacent to an
access route within the Order
Limits for a distance. .

Figure 17.1, Map 9

3 – OHL
section 2

PROW Footpath

26/8/1

324.36m

55.41m

Yes

The PROW is crossed by the
Order Limits and LoD surrounding
the affected existing asset. There
are two crossings to the west of
pole 136.

Figure 17.1, Map 9

3 – OHL
section 2

PROW Footpath

26/9/1

402.55m

25.35m

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses a
large section of the PROW across
pole 152, stretching out to the
south west and north east of this
point along access routes for the
Proposed Development. The
LoD’s entire width also crosses

Figure 17.1, Map 9
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Section

Type of route

Route ref

Length of
route within
Order Limits
(m)

Length of
route
within
LoD (m)

Crossing of Description of crossing by
part/all of
Proposed Development
access route
by Proposed
Development

Figure reference

the PROW at pole 152.
3 – OHL
section 2

PROW Footpath

26/11/2

306.92m

15.10m

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses a
large section of the PROW across
pole 155, stretching out to the
east of this point along access
routes for the Proposed
Development. The LoD’s entire
width also crosses the PROW at
pole 155.

Figure 17.1, Map
9/10

3 – OHL
section 2

PROW Footpath

27/6/1

195.52m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits to the east of
pole 155 encompasses a large
section of the PROW. However,
the LoD does not cross any part
of this PROW.

Figure 17.1, Map
9/10

3 – OHL
section 2

PROW Footpath

27/5/1

108.91m

25.02m

Yes

The Order Limits crosses the
PROW at pole 167 and
encompasses a length of the
PROW to the south east of this
pole where an access route is
proposed as part of the Proposed
Development. The LoD’s entire
width also crosses the PROW at
pole 167.

Figure 17.1, Map 10

3 – OHL
section 2

PROW Footpath

27/10/1

46.89m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses a
section of the PROW to the north
west of pole 171. However, the
LoD does not cross the PROW

Figure 17.1, Map 10

74

Environmental Statement – Chapter 17 – Volume 6.2
Section

Type of route

Route ref

Length of
route within
Order Limits
(m)

Length of
route
within
LoD (m)

Crossing of Description of crossing by
part/all of
Proposed Development
access route
by Proposed
Development

Figure reference

(the PROW becomes PROW ref
27/10/2 before this point).
3 – OHL
section 2

PROW Footpath

27/10/2

272.84m

17.74m

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses a
large section of the PROW along
an access route which is part of
the Proposed Development. The
LoD’s entire width crosses the
PROW at pole 171.

Figure 17.1, Map
10/11

55/PP2/1

37.36m

37.32m

Yes

The Order Limits and LoD cross
the PROW at pole 99.

Figure 17.1, Map 7

PERMISSIVE PATH
3 – OHL
section 2

PROW Footpath

COUNTY WALKS
3 – OHL
section 2

County walk

Bronwydd
Country
Walk

82.60m

60.72m

Yes

The Order Limits and LoD crosses
the promoted County Walk
LoDjust north of pole 98. The
Order Limits and LoD cross the
County Walk againat pole 101.

Figure 17.1, Map 7

2–
Undergroun
d cable

County walk

Towy Trail

35.14m

16.88m

Yes

The Order Limits and LoD cross
the Towy Trail once within the
Underground section, near to

Figure 17.1, Map 6
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Section

Type of route

Route ref

Length of
route within
Order Limits
(m)

Length of
route
within
LoD (m)

Crossing of Description of crossing by
part/all of
Proposed Development
access route
by Proposed
Development

section

Figure reference

Abergwili Bridge to the west of
Abergwili Football Club.

LONG DISTANCE FOOTPATHS9
1 – OHL
section 1

Long distance
footpath

Cistercian
Way

69.00m

37.00m

Yes

The Order Limits and LoD cross
the entire width of the Cistercian
Way directly at pole 74. South of
this point, the Order Limits
encroach on small sections of the
Cistercian Way where access
routes are proposed. However,
the Order Limits does not cross
the Cistercian Way at these
locations.

Figure 17.1, Map 4 5

2–
Undergroun
d cable
section

Long distance
footpath

Celtic Way

58.00m

58.00m

Yes

The Order Limits and LOD cross
the Celtic Way where the
Proposed Development is
undergrounded at approximate
grid reference 222020 and
243040.

Figure 17.1, Map 6

Celtic Trail,
National
Route 47

16.11m

16.11m

Yes

National Route 47 is crossed by
the LoDOrder Limits and LoD
north of pole 86 (same point as
cycle route HP14) within the

Figure 17.1, Map 5

CYCLE ROUTES
2–
Undergroun
d cable
section
9

Cycle route

Approximate distances based on digitising of data.
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Section

Type of route

Route ref

Length of
route within
Order Limits
(m)

Length of
route
within
LoD (m)

Crossing of Description of crossing by
part/all of
Proposed Development
access route
by Proposed
Development

Figure reference

undergrounding section of the
Proposed Development.
1 – OHL
section 1; 2
–
Undergroun
d cable
section

Cycle route

HP14
(Red)

697.27m

697.27m

Yes

77

HP14 is crossed by the Order
Limits and LoD north of pole 86
(same point as National Route 47)
within the undergrounding section
of the Proposed Development.
The Order Limits and LoD
encompass HP14 at approximate
grid reference 222020 and
243040, in the same place as
Celtic Way LDF, within the
undergrounding section of the
Proposed Development. The
Order Limits and LoD run along
the same path as the cycle route
for a good distance in a
northwards direction until the
Order Limits and LoD turn west at
approximate grid reference
222065 and 243040. HP14 only
appears to cross the centreline of
the undergrounding route once at
the southern most point at which
the Order Limits and LoD
encompasses the cycle route, and
from there northwards the
centreline appears to run parallel
to the cycle route (this
interpretation is based on data

Figure 17.1, Map 5

Figure 17.1, Maps 6
and 7
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Section

Type of route

Route ref

Length of
route within
Order Limits
(m)

Length of
route
within
LoD (m)

Crossing of Description of crossing by
part/all of
Proposed Development
access route
by Proposed
Development

Figure reference

provided by CCC).
2–
Undergroun
d cable
section

Cycle route

HP9
(Green)

38.52m

33.34m

Yes

The Order Limits and LoD cross
HP9 twice within the underground
section, the first time at Abergwili
Bridge, to the west of Abergwili
Football Club, and the second just
north of this point where the Order
Limits and LoD cross the A40,
west of Abergwili.

Figure 17.1, Map 6

3 – OHL
section 2

Cycle route

HP11
(Red)

86.11m

69.58m

Yes

The Order Limits and LoD cross
HP11 just north of pole 144.

Figure 17.1, Map 9

FOREST TRACKS
3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

500

681.95m

27.82m

Yes

The Order Limits and LoD cross
forest track ID no. 500 to the east
of pole 187.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

503

269.00m

52.46m

Yes

The Order Limits and LoD cross
forest track ID no. 503 to the east
of pole 190.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

513

286.54m

25.89m

Yes

The Order Limits and LoD cross
forest track ID no. 513 to the east
of pole 197.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

961

73.89m

59.26m

Yes

The Order Limits and LoD cross
forest track ID no. 961 to the west
of pole 198.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12
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Section

Type of route

Route ref

Length of
route within
Order Limits
(m)

Length of
route
within
LoD (m)

Crossing of Description of crossing by
part/all of
Proposed Development
access route
by Proposed
Development

Figure reference

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

969

376.05m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
forest track ID no. 969 as part of
an access route.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

523

1264.78m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
this forest track as part of an
access route.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

504

32.28m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
this forest track as part of an
access route and around a site
compound south of pole 190.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

959

162.19m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
this forest track as part of an
access route.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

498

29.99m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
this forest track as part of an
access route.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

486

29.27m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
this forest track as part of an
access route.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

964

6.00m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses a
very short section of the western
end of forest track ID no. 964, but
the LOD does not include any part
of it.

Figure 17.1, Map 11,
12 and 13

79

Environmental Statement – Chapter 17 – Volume 6.2
Section

Type of route

Route ref

Length of
route within
Order Limits
(m)

Length of
route
within
LoD (m)

Crossing of Description of crossing by
part/all of
Proposed Development
access route
by Proposed
Development

Figure reference

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

959

1166.11m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
this forest track as part of an
access route.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

519

29.68m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
this forest track as part of an
access route.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

517

6.68m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
this forest track as part of an
access route.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

526

3.28m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
this forest track as part of an
access route.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

528

126.12m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
forest track ID no. 528 as part of
an access route.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

960

251.99m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
this forest track as part of an
access route.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

492

194.11m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
this forest track as part of an
access route.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

512

106.43m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
this forest track as part of an
access route.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12
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Section

Type of route

Route ref

Length of
route within
Order Limits
(m)

Length of
route
within
LoD (m)

Crossing of Description of crossing by
part/all of
Proposed Development
access route
by Proposed
Development

Figure reference

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

518

515.33m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
this forest track as part of an
access route and around site
compound south of pole 190.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

511

10.04m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
this forest track as part of an
access route.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

485

10.67m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
this forest track as part of an
access route.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

515

527.81m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
this forest track as part of an
access route.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

516

505.71m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
this forest track as part of an
access route.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

959

17.38m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
this forest track as part of an
access route.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12

3 – OHL
section 2

Forest track

958

13.59m

LOD does
not cross

Yes

The Order Limits encompasses
this forest track as part of an
access route.

Figure 17.1, Map 11
and 12
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17.6.3

In a ‘do nothing’ scenario, access to these routes would be available as normal.
Enjoyment of their use would also continue as normal in terms of the views that
users would experience when using them.
Direct impact on access routes in OHL sections 1 and 2

17.6.4

During construction of the Proposed Development, disruption of access to these
routes will be minimal due to the proposed construction methods. For the OHL,
the working area around each pole location is typically a 20m radius as indicated
in Chapter 2, Project Description. However, there are no working areas proposed
to be located on any part of existing access routes detailed in Table 17.19. Within
the forested area (OHL section 2) existing forest tracks would be used for enabling
access along and between points on the Proposed Development. Disruption to
existing users of these tracks is expected to be negligible, in the form of slight
increase in number of users but nothing further. Overall, it is expected that there
would be negligible direct impact on any of the access routes within OHL sections
1 and 2. With regard to the assessment in this chapter, the sensitivity of users of
access routes affected is medium in line with Table 17.3. The majority of access
routes affected are of regional importance, which are of medium sensitivity. The
exception of this is the Cistercian Way and National Route 47, part of the Celtic
Trail cycling route, which are of national importance and are high sensitivity.
Therefore, high sensitivity is used as the sensitivity rating in calculating the impact
significance as it enables a worst case approach. The magnitude of impact is
medium, as there are temporary impacts on national and regional social
resources. The resulting direct impact is minor adverse, which is Not Significant
in EIA terms.
Direct impact on access routes in undergrounding section

17.6.5

For the access route that is crossed by the Proposed Development within the
undergrounding section (PROW 2/8/1), there will be potential for short, temporary
periods when it will need to be diverted. The sensitivity is medium as it is a
designated PROW, and the magnitude is medium due to the temporary nature of
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the social/cultural impact. The resulting impact is minor adverse, which is Not
Significant in EIA terms. Despite the resulting impact being not significant,
mitigation is still proposed to minimise the impact as far as possible for
recreational users.
Indirect impact on access routes in all sections
17.6.6

As detailed in Chapter 9 Landscape and Visual Impacts Assessment, assessment
of the significance of the visual effects during the construction phase on users of
access routes concludes that significant (moderate), albeit temporary, visual
effects of constructing the underground section of the route across the Towy valley
would be limited to users of FP42 adjacent the proposed satellite construction
compound (PROW 2/6/1 named on Figure 17.1 Map 6 and referenced FP42 in
Chapter 9, Landscape and Visual Assessment) and to users of FP32 which would
run close to several areas of directional drilling and trenching operations within an
open riverside setting (PROW 61/26/1 named on Figure 17.1 Map 6, and
referenced FP32 in Chapter 9, Landscape and Visual Assessment). Effects on
users of FP42 (or PROW 2/6/1) would be moderated by the proximity of this
footpath to the A485 in the vicinity of the proposed temporary satellite construction
compound. Effects on users of FP32 (61/26/1) along the River Gwili would be
temporary and this footpath is on the opposite side of the river to the proposed
trenching and directional drilling works.

17.6.7

The sensitivity of users of these access routes affected is medium in line with
Table 17.3. The access routes affected are of regional importance, which are of
medium sensitivity. The magnitude of impact is medium, as there are temporary
impacts on regional social resources. The resulting indirect impact is minor
adverse, which is Not Significant in EIA terms.
Recreation and Tourism

17.6.8

The baseline has identified a number of tourism attractions, resources or
accommodation services within the 1km study area. However, there are no
tourism attractions, resources or accommodation services within the Proposed
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Development.
17.6.9

In a ‘do nothing’ scenario, there would be no change to the enjoyment of their use
by day and overnight visitors, and general recreational users.

17.6.10 As there are no tourism attractions, resources or accommodation services within

the Proposed Development, there are no direct impacts on any of these identified
features during construction. However, the use of the features has the potential to
be affected during the construction phase as a result of other linked environmental
issues, including visual effects, heritage and noise effects, which would result in
indirect effects. Paragraphs 17.6.11 to 17.6.13 provide summary information from
each of the respective assessment chapters to inform a qualitative assessment of
the impact on recreation and tourism for features identified in the 1km study area.
17.6.11 Chapter 9, Landscape and Visual Assessment concludes that no significant

construction phase visual effects have been identified for recreational or tourism
receptors during the construction of the Proposed Development.
17.6.12 Chapter 11, Historic Environment, indicates that, prior to mitigation, effects on a

cultural heritage feature, Towy Valley (Registered Historic Landscape) (RHL2, as
per reference in Chapter 11) within the study area, which is known to attract
visitors, are predicted to be of minor or negligible adverse significance of effect.
Measures are proposed to mitigate these effects during the construction phase.
The mitigation measures are detailed in Chapter 11. On completion of the
proposed mitigation, these predicted direct physical adverse effects would be
reduced to a predicted neutral effect.
17.6.13 Noise has the potential to disrupt the enjoyment of recreational receptors by users.

Chapter 14, Noise and Vibration, has assessed the effect of noise around the
undergrounding section. It indicates that the residual effect of noise during the
construction phase on residential receptors in this area is Not Significant, which is
assisted by the use of a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP).
In noise terms, residential receptors are more sensitive than recreational.
Therefore, if the construction phase on residential receptors is not significant then
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the effect on recreation receptors would also be not significant.
17.6.14 The sensitivity of day and overnight visitors, and general recreational users to

disruption, and to their enjoyment of recreation and tourist activities is medium in
line with Table 17.3. The sensitivity of tourism attractions, resources and
accommodation services located within the 1km study area ranges from low to
high, depending on their geographical scale of importance (see Table 17.3 and
Table 17.16). High sensitivity is used as the sensitivity rating in calculating the
impact significance as it enables a worst case approach. The magnitude of impact
is medium, as there are temporary impacts on national and regional social
resources. The resulting direct impact is minor adverse, which is Not Significant
in EIA terms.

17.7

Assessment of impacts: Operational phase
Recreation and Tourism

17.7.1

The baseline has identified a number of tourism attractions, resources or
accommodation services within the 1km study area. There are no tourism
attractions, resources or accommodation services within the Proposed
Development.

17.7.2

In a ‘do nothing’ scenario, there would be no change to the enjoyment of their use
by day and overnight visitors, and general recreational users.

17.7.3

During operation, there will be, at worst, only minimal disruption to the use and
enjoyment of tourism attractions, resources or accommodation services located in
the study area. This is because inspection is only to be undertaken annually and
will alternate between foot patrol and use of a helicopter. If maintenance is
necessary, which is normally very infrequent, it would be small scale, localised and
would entail even less environmental impact (e.g. visual and noise) than during the
construction phase.

17.7.4

Chapter 9 Landscape and Visual Assessment assesses the significance of the
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visual effects of the operational phase of the Proposed Development on users of
access routes and recreational or tourism receptors. Significant (moderate)
operational visual effects are identified for users of one campsite (referenced as
no. 7 in the list of Tourism Accommodation in the study area in Table 17,15 in this
chapter and as no. 7 on Figure 17.1, Map 2, and as RT1 in Chapter 9, Landscape
and Visual Assessment, and its supporting documents) and one promoted cycle
route (referenced as HP11 on Figure 17.1 Map 9 in this chapter, and as CR6 in
Chapter 9, Landscape and Visual Assessment, and its supporting documents).
17.7.5

With regard to the assessment in this chapter, the sensitivity of day and overnight
visitors, and general recreational users is medium in line with Table 17.3. The
sensitivity of tourism attractions, resources or accommodation services potentially
affected ranges from low to high, depending on their geographical scale of
importance (see Table 17.3 and Table 17.16). High sensitivity is used as the
sensitivity rating in calculating the impact significance as it enables a worst case
approach. The magnitude of impact is low, as there are negligible social and
cultural impacts at all scales, and at worst temporary adverse impacts on the local
economy. The resulting direct impact is minor adverse, which is Not Significant
in EIA terms.

17.8

Assessment of impacts: Decommissioning phase

17.8.1

As explained in section 17.3, decommissioning has been scoped out of the socioeconomic, recreation and tourism impact assessment. This approach has been
agreed by Secretary of State in the Scoping Opinion and by Carmarthenshire
County Council; details of correspondence confirming this is presented in section
17.3.

17.9

Assessment of impacts: Affected Existing Assets
Construction

17.9.1

There is an existing asset north of pole 136 which crosses PROW 26/8/1 twice,
north and west of pole 136 (see Figure 17.1 Map 9). This asset will be crossed by
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the Proposed Development. Management options proposed to deal with the
crossing of the existing asset by the Proposed Development are to underground it
from 11kV pole 6 to pole 5, or from 1kV pole 4 to pole 3.
17.9.2

There is an existing asset that runs in a north-south direction located between pole
143 and 144, which is crossed by the Development. The existing asset’s most
northern pole is located adjacent to cycle route HP11 to the west of pole 144 (see
Figure 17.1 Map 9). Management options proposed to deal with the crossing of
the existing asset by the Proposed Development are to increase the height of the
Proposed Development poles 143 and 144 by 2m (within the limits of vertical
deviation) or to underground the existing asset from 11kV pole 110A to 11kV pole
108A.

17.9.3

Increasing the height of Proposed Development poles as a management option
would result in a negligible impact on the use and enjoyment of the access routes.
However, the following impact assessment is based upon the option which
undergrounds the existing assets.

17.9.4

There are no other affected existing assets crossed by the Proposed Development
that have a potential impact on any other access routes.

17.9.5

Undergrounding would result in a localised working area, for example a trench of
approximately 1m width that can be positioned in the most optimal place to
minimise disruption to users of that area. Duration of any work required would be
very short. The sensitivity of users of the access routes affected is medium in line
with Table 17.3. The access routes affected are of regional importance, which are
of medium sensitivity. The magnitude of impact is medium, as there are
temporary impacts on regional social resources. The resulting direct impact on
access routes as a result of construction work on existing assets is minor
adverse, which is Not Significant in EIA terms.

17.9.6

There are no existing assets crossed by the Proposed Development that have a
potential direct or indirect impact on any features of recreation and tourism interest
during construction.
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Operation
17.9.7

During the operational phase, there is no direct or indirect impact on access routes
as a result of the proposed works relating to the existing assets. Furthermore,
there is no direct or indirect impact on the enjoyment and/or use of tourism and
recreational amenities or accommodation as a result of proposed works relating to
the existing assets.

17.10 Assessment of impacts: Burry Port
Construction
17.10.1 The proposed works at Burry Port are mainly located to the west of the nature

reserve. There is a short section of the underground cable which is proposed to
run alongside a pathway within the nature reserve. There is the possibility of
some minor disruption to the use of this pathway, albeit temporary in nature and
for a very short duration only. The sensitivity of users of this pathway is medium in
line with Table 17.3. The access route affected is of local importance, which is of
low sensitivity. The magnitude of impact is medium, as there are temporary
impacts on regional social resources. The resulting direct and indirect impacts on
the enjoyment of access routes and recreational amenities would be negligible
and therefore Not Significant.
17.10.2 During construction, the proposed upgrading works would be limited in scale and

extent and would be substantially confined to enclosed areas of scrubby and
juvenile woodland. Visibility of the works would be limited to users of the
recreational amenities in the immediate locality, i.e. footpaths within the nature
reserve and users of a small section of the Millennium Coastal Path. However,
due to the existing post industrial nature of the locality in which Burry Port works is
situated, the view would be largely unchanged from the existing baseline, as
acknowledged in Chapter 9 Landscape and Visual. The sensitivity of users of the
recreational amenities affected is medium in line with Table 17.3. The access
routes affected are of regional importance, which are of medium sensitivity. The
magnitude of impact is medium, as there are temporary impacts on regional social
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resources. The resulting direct and indirect impacts on the enjoyment of access
routes and recreational amenities would be minor adverse and therefore Not
Significant.
Operation
17.10.3 There would be no direct impact on access routes during operation of the works at

Burry Port.
17.10.4 Once operational, the proposed works at Burry Port would add further industrial

features to an area which is already post industrial in its setting. Therefore, as
acknowledged in Chapter 9 Landscape and Visual, the degree of change in the
appearance of the existing features would be low and the works would result in a
negligible change to landscape character and associated views. Visibility of the
negligible changes would be limited to the users of the recreational amenities in
the immediate locality, i.e. footpaths within the nature reserve and users of a small
section of the Millennium Coastal Path. The sensitivity of users of the recreational
amenities affected is medium in line with Table 17.3. The access routes affected
are of regional importance, which are of medium sensitivity. The magnitude of
impact is medium, as there are temporary impacts on regional social resources.
The resulting direct and indirect impacts on the enjoyment of access routes and
recreational amenities would be minor adverse and therefore Not Significant.

17.11 Mitigation measures
17.11.1 There is a range of embedded mitigation measures which are identified as being

applicable to socio-economics, recreation and tourism in Table 17.18. The
impacts identified in sections 17.6, 17.7, 17.8, 17.9 and 17.10 indicate that there
are no significant adverse effects which require further mitigation.
17.11.2 Although the impacts identified are not significant, there are a number of measures

that can be taken, which could further minimise any adverse impacts. The
measures could enable any such impacts to be neutralised. These measures
relate to the construction phase only and are as follows:
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Access:
o Where there is a crossing under the OHL sections, the route of both the
PROW/other access route and construction activities will be clearly
marked upon the ground at the point the two meet making users of the
PROW and construction operatives aware of the danger/potential conflict
point. A banksman will be employed during the wire pulling exercise to
control the crossing point. In effect, this will entail only a temporary short
closure during the time that the wire is being strung and is not a formal
closure.
o Where an access route runs within the LOD, but does not cross it, the
PROW will be clearly marked on the ground and appropriate warning
signs will be placed at regular intervals along the route highlighting the
danger and conflict. A 5mph speed limit (with appropriate signs) will be
enforced by the contractor along the route of the PROW. Any significant
pieces of plant being delivered along the route will be escorted by a
banksman over the conflict section.
o For PROW 2/8/1, where it crosses the proposed trench for the UG cable,
will need rerouting along the edge of the work area. The reroute will be
within the Proposed Development and separated from the construction
area by a Heras fence. The original PROW route will be closed for a
short period during the construction works at this location. Once the
works have been completed, the original route will be reinstated. As
such, this constitutes a temporary closure and diversion. Figure 17.2
presents the proposed temporary closure and diversion (green being the
section of PROW that is not affected, red being the section of PROW
which is to be temporarily closed, and blue being the temporary diversion
of the PROW). See PROW Management Plan for more detail (Appendix
to the Transport Assessment, Volume 8.8).
o For the potential temporary disruption to the pathway within Ashpits Pond
Nature Reserve where the UG cable will be located in relation to the
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proposed works at Burry Port, the Applicant will make contact with the
landowner and agree a suitable course of action during the temporary
works. No formal diversion is necessary as this pathway is not a PROW.

Figure 17.2 Proposed temporary closure and diversion of PROW ref 2/8/1

17.12 Residual effects
17.12.1 With the implementation of the relevant mitigation measures identified in Table

17.18 and in section 17.11, there will be no residual effects with a significance of
more than minor adverse, which is Not Significant in EIA terms.

17.13 Cumulative effects and inter-relationships
Inter-relationships
17.13.1 The consideration of cumulative effects first addresses the interaction effects in

relation to socio-economic, recreation and tourism issues. The consideration of
interaction effects is actually inherent within the socio-economic, recreation and
tourism assessment, as can be seen in sections 17.6, 17.7, 17.9 and 17.10. The
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assessment considers the interaction between possible impacts potentially
affecting land use and forestry, landscape, noise and transport alongside socioeconomic, recreation and tourism issues. Therefore, there is no further discussion
relating to interaction effects presented in section 17.13.
Cumulative effects
17.13.2 Secondly, the consideration of cumulative effects considers the in-combination

effects of the Proposed Development combined with other proposed or consented
developments. To do this, relevant consented projects and other proposed
projects within 1km of the LOD have been identified and are presented in Table
17.20, along with a note to indicate the reason for the inclusion of a project in the
consideration of in-combination effects.
17.13.3 The consented and proposed developments identified in Table 17.20 are tourism

attractions, resources or accommodation. A review of the exact locations of each
of the consented and proposed developments indicates that the majority are not
located within the Proposed Development (Map ID no. 17, 56, 80, 84, 103, 112,
143, 149, 180, 193, 200, 214, 220, 229, 230, 234, 249 and 294, Figure 19.1, and
Table 17.20). Therefore, there are no direct in-combination effects in either the
construction or operational phase in relation to the consented and proposed
developments identified in Table 17.20.
17.13.4 However, the southern part of the red line boundary for application Map ID no.

275, Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm (Figure 19.1 and Table 17.20), overlaps with
the study area for the Proposed Development. Therefore, there is potential for
direct in-combination effects during the construction and operational phases of the
Proposed Development and Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm due to overlapping of
work programmes.
17.13.5 There is the potential cumulative visual effects arising towards the northern end of

the Proposed Development in the area that is overlapped by application Map ID
no. 275 (Figure 19.1 and Table 17.20), Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm, where
combined visibility of existing and proposed wind farms and the Proposed
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Development may arise and affect users of public footpaths in the study area (and
beyond). However, Chapter 9 indicates that these adverse effects are considered
likely to be generally minor and not significant because of the distances between
the developments and their distinctly different appearances.
17.13.6 A review of cumulative in-combination effects identified as part of other relevant

environmental aspects addressed in this ES, namely land use and forestry,
cultural heritage, noise and transport assessments, indicates that there are no
significant adverse direct or indirect in-combination effects which could affect the
use and enjoyment of resources, attractions and accommodation during the
construction and operational phases of the Proposed Development and application
Map ID no. 275, Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm (Figure 19.1 and Table 17.20).
17.13.7 The sensitivity of day and overnight visitors, and general recreational users to

change in their normal activities is medium in line with Table 17.3. The sensitivity
of tourism attractions, resources or accommodation services affected ranges from
low to high, depending on their geographical scale of importance (see Table 17.3
and Table 17.16). High sensitivity is used as the sensitivity rating in calculating
the impact significance as it enables a worst case approach. The magnitude of
impact is medium, as there are temporary impacts on national and regional social
resources. The resulting in-combination effects during construction and
operational phase is minor adverse, which is Not Significant in EIA terms.
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Table 17.20 – Consented and proposed projects within 1km study area of
LOD considered for cumulative impacts
Map ID
(linked to
Figure
19.1)

Application
reference

Decision

Proposal details

Reason for
inclusion in
cumulative
assessment

17

W/18034

Full
Granted

Stables with hay,
foodstuffs and
implement storage

Consented stables
are a local
recreational resource
and potential tourism
attraction

56

W/22481

Full
Granted

Proposed barn
Consented new
conversion into a holiday tourism
let
accommodation in
local area

80

W/23299

Full
Granted

Conversion of two stone
barns for holiday let

Consented new
tourism
accommodation in
local area

84

W/23424

Full
Granted

Conversion of existing
cow shed into 3 bed and
breakfast rooms, one
with its own lounge, all
ensuite shower rooms

Consented new
tourism
accommodation in
local area

103

W/24086

Full
Granted

Proposed parking area
for the use of
Carmarthen District
Angling Club
(Resubmission of
application W/23660
refused on 02.11.10)

Consent for
increased
recreational facilities
linked to angling

112

W/24355

Full
Granted

Proposed conversion of
an outbuilding/stable
into a self-contained
holiday let unit

Consented new
tourism
accommodation in
local area

143

W/25113

Full
Granted

Conversion of a stone
barn to a holiday let

Consented new
tourism
accommodation in
local area
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Map ID
(linked to
Figure
19.1)

Application
reference

Decision

Proposal details

Reason for
inclusion in
cumulative
assessment

149

W/25368

Full
Granted

Change of use of
outbuilding into holiday
accommodation

Consented new
tourism
accommodation in
local area

180

W/27232

Full
Granted

Change of use of
dwelling *B&B) to guest
house, ground floor
extension and barbecue
enclosure

Consented new
tourism
accommodation in
local area

193

W/27782

Full
Granted

Proposed conversion of
outbuilding into one
holiday unit

Consented new
tourism
accommodation in
local area

200

W/28113

Pending

Conversion of redundant Potential new tourism
outbuilding to
accommodation in
residential/holiday
local area
accommodation 1 unit
(resubmission of
W/2666 refused
01/11/2012)

214

W/28818

Full
Granted

Conversion and
extension of disused
agricultural building to
holiday accommodation

Consented new
tourism
accommodation in
local area

220

W/29063

Full
Granted

Change of use of land to
increase play area,
relocation of outdoor
cricket nets and
associated landscaping

Consented extension
to recreational
amenity in local area

229

W/29337

Pending

Proposed holiday unit –
new build in lieu of
previously approved
conversion of
outbuilding W/27782,
approved 08.04.2013

Potential new tourism
accommodation in
local area
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Map ID
(linked to
Figure
19.1)

Application
reference

Decision

Proposal details

Reason for
inclusion in
cumulative
assessment

230

W/29403

Pending

2 barn conversions to a
holiday let

Potential new tourism
accommodation in
local area

234

W/29616

Full
Granted

Play area

Consented
recreational amenity
in local area

249

W/30458

Full
Granted

Use of agricultural field
for season camping (up
to 8 no. pitches)
(Resubmission of
W/29925 refused
27.05.14)

Consented new
tourism
accommodation in
local area

275

N/A

DCO
Granted

Development Consent
Order to construct and
operate an onshore wind
farm- an electricity
generating station- with
an installed capacity of
between 56 and 84
megawatts together with
associated works and
development (Brechfa
Forest West Wind Farm)

Potential incombination effect
with Proposed
Development during
overlapping of
construction and
operational phases

294

W/31561

Pending

Formation of access
Consented change to
track with bridge
recreational amenity
crossing of watercourse in local area
to provide access from
racing gallops to existing
vehicular access with
public highway

17.13.8 Submitted documentation linked to application ID no. 275 in Table 17.20, Brechfa

Forest West Wind Farm, indicated that it expected there to 27.5 permanent Full
Time Equivalent (FTE) jobs created during the construction phase. In addition,
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there would likely be wider up-skilling of local people either directly or indirectly
employed in relation to Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm, providing skills that will
be of benefit to the local economy in the long term. The creation of employment
opportunities and up-skilling of people will be contributed to further by the
Proposed Development. The Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm indicates that this is
a minor beneficial impact, and therefore not significant in EIA terms. The incombination contribution made by the Proposed Developed is positive but low and
therefore this impacts remains as minor beneficial.

17.14 Summary of effects
Construction
17.14.1 During construction, there would be a short term, minor adverse direct and indirect

impact on some access routes as a result of OHL sections when they are lifted
into position, which is Not Significant. In addition to embedded mitigation, some
further measures to minimise effect will see the impact reduced to a negligible
effect, which is also Not Significant.
17.14.2 During construction, there would be a minor adverse direct impact on one access

route as a result of the underground section due to need for a temporary closure
and diversion, which is Not Significant. The temporary diversion will be applied for
the short term period when the diversion is required, in addition to the embedded
mitigation.
17.14.3 During construction, there would be a short term, minor adverse direct and indirect

impact on the enjoyment and/or use of recreational attractions, resources and
accommodation, which is Not Significant. No further mitigation is proposed in
addition to embedded mitigation.
Operation
17.14.4 During operation, there would be a short term (only during occasional

maintenance and repair operations), minor adverse direct and indirect impact on
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the enjoyment and/or use of recreational attractions, resources and
accommodation. No further mitigation is proposed in addition to embedded
mitigation.
Cumulative
17.14.5 The consideration of interaction effects is inherent within the socio-economic,

recreation and tourism assessment. Therefore, there is no separate assessment
of cumulative effects in relation to interaction effects with socio-economic,
recreation and tourism impacts over and above that which is considered as part of
the main assessment.
17.14.6 There would be no significant adverse direct or indirect in-combination socio-

economic, recreation and tourism impacts during the construction or operational
phases.
17.14.7 A summary of effects is presented in Table 17.21.
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Table 17.21 – Summary of predicted socio-economic, recreation and
tourism impacts of the Proposed Development
Description of
Impact

Impact/Effect

Possible Mitigation
measures

Residual effect

Short term,
minor adverse
which is Not
Significant

Embedded mitigation
(see Table 17.20);
Route/construction
activities clearly
marked, banksman
employed during wire
pulling and to escort
any deliveries, speed
limit on the route of the
PROW.

Negligible,
which is Not
Significant

Direct impact on
Minor adverse,
access routes as a
which is Not
result of
Significant
underground section

Embedded mitigation
(see Table 17.20);
Temporary diversion
applied for short term
period for small section
of one PROW

Negligible which
is Not
Significant

Direct and indirect
impact on
enjoyment and/or
use of recreational
attractions,
resources and
accommodation

Short term,
minor adverse
which is Not
Significant

Embedded mitigation
(see Table 17.20);
None additional

Short term,
minor adverse
which is Not
Significant

Direct impact on
access routes as a
result of proposed
works relating to
existing assets

Minor adverse,
which is Not
Significant

Embedded mitigation
(see Table 17.20);
None additional

Negligible which
is Not
Significant

Direct and indirect
impact on
enjoyment and/or

No impact

N/A

No impact

Construction
Direct and indirect
impact on access
routes as a result of
OHL sections
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Description of
Impact

Impact/Effect

Possible Mitigation
measures

Residual effect

Direct impact on
access routes as a
result of proposed
works at Burry Port

Negligible,
which is Not
Significant

Embedded mitigation
(see Table 17.20);
None additional

Negligible which
is Not
Significant

Direct and indirect
impact on
enjoyment and/or
use of access
routes as a result of
proposed works at
Burry Port

Minor adverse,
which is Not
Significant

Embedded mitigation
(see Table 17.20);
None additional

Negligible which
is Not
Significant

Direct and indirect
impact on
enjoyment and/or
use of recreational
attractions,
resources and
accommodation

Short term,
minor adverse
which is Not
Significant

Embedded mitigation
(see Table 17.20);
None additional

Short term,
minor adverse
which is Not
Significant

Direct and indirect
impact on
enjoyment and/or
use of recreational
attractions,
resources and
accommodation
specifically as a
result of works

No impact

N/A

No impact

use of recreational
attractions,
resources and
accommodation as
a result of proposed
works relating to
existing assets

Operation
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Description of
Impact

Impact/Effect

Possible Mitigation
measures

Residual effect

Minor adverse,
which is Not
Significant

Embedded mitigation
(see Table 17.20);
None additional

Negligible which
is Not
Significant

Embedded mitigation
(see Table 17.20);
None additional

Short term,
minor adverse
which is Not
Significant

Embedded mitigation
(see Table 17.20);
None additional

Short term,
minor adverse
which is Not
Significant

relating to existing
assets
Direct and indirect
impact on
enjoyment and/or
use of access
routes as a result of
proposed works at
Burry Port

Cumulative – construction
Indirect impact on
enjoyment and/or
use of recreational
attractions,
resources and
accommodation

Short term,
minor adverse
which is Not
Significant

Cumulative – operation
Indirect impact on
enjoyment and/or
use of recreational
attractions,
resources and
accommodation

Short term,
minor adverse
which is Not
Significant
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