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Regulation reference: The Infrastructure Planning
(Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure)
Regulations 2009 Regulation 5(2)(q)

FREEPOST B FOREST CONNECTION
Email: info@brechfaforestconnection.co.uk
The Secretary of State for Energy
and Climate Change
c/o The Planning Inspectorate
Temple Quay House
Temple Quay
Bristol
BS1 6PN
FAO: Nicolas Coombes, Major Applications
and Plans Directorate

Tel: 0800 019 3518

29 May 2015

Dear Sirs
BRECHFA FOREST CONNECTION PROJECT – EN020016
PLANNING ACT 2008
WESTERN POWER DISTRIBUTION (SOUTH WALES) PLC
Please find enclosed, on behalf of Western Power Distribution (South Wales) Plc
(‘WPD’), an application under Section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (‘the Act’) for the
proposed Brechfa Forest Wind Farm Connection Order.
As set out within the enclosed application form, the application is for the installation
of a 132,000 volt (132kV) electric line of approximately 28.6km above and below
ground located in Carmarthenshire, Wales. A below ground section forms part of the
scheme for new infrastructure in that it is required as a means of mitigating some of
the adverse impacts of the aforesaid infrastructure. Accordingly, the electric line is
classed a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project pursuant to sections 14(1)(b)
and 16 of the Act. The Proposed Development is also EIA development under the
EIA Regulations 2009, as amended. Development Consent is therefore required for
the 132kV electric line and all works that form part of that line under section 31 of the
Act.
The Proposed Development as explained in the enclosed application comprises a
combination of approximately 25.3km of above ground overhead lines and
approximately 3.3km of 132kV below ground cable.
The electric line will run from a substation at the consented Brechfa Forest West
Wind Farm to a point of connection on the WPD distribution network at an existing
overhead tower line near Llandyfaelog, situated approximately 10km south of
Carmarthen.

Western Power Distribution (South Wales) plc.
Registered in England and Wales No. 2366985
Registered Office:
Avonbank, Feeder Road, Bristol, BS2 0TB

In addition to the electric line above and below ground, the following works form part
of this Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project:


temporary construction compounds at Abergwili and within the Brechfa Forest;



access points for pedestrians and vehicles along the length of the route
alignment for construction and maintenance;



civil engineering works associated with horizontal directional drilling of
underground cable including the creation of launch and reception pits, cable
laydown areas and working areas;



landscaping and ecological mitigation measures to plant vegetation that has
been removed during the construction phase, monitoring of water quality and
protected species; and



other integral works such as site preparation and clearance, earth works and
minor street works.

Consultation on the Proposed Development has been carried out by WPD in three
stages, with stage 3 complying with the Act. As required by section 37(3)(c) of the Act
the enclosed application includes a Consultation Report (document reference
Volume 5.1).
As required, enclosed are:


three paper copies of the application compromising document references
Volumes 1.1-8.9;



accompanying this letter (document reference Volume 1.1) is a navigation
document and the section 55 Checklist; and



five electronic copies of the application documents.

A fee of £4,500.00 has already been submitted by electronic transfer to the Planning
Inspectorate.
We trust that the information contained within the submission is sufficient for your
purposes, but should you seek any clarification, or require additional copies, please
contact Andrew Hubbold at WPD.
Yours faithfully

Andrew Hubbold
Western Power Distribution

Western Power Distribution (South Wales) plc.
Registered in England and Wales No. 2366985
Registered Office:
Avonbank, Feeder Road, Bristol, BS2 0TB
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Navigation Document

1.1

Introduction

1.1.1

WPD has submitted an application to the Secretary of State for a
development consent order to construct and install, use and maintain a new
132 kV electric line above and below ground from a substation at the
consented Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm to a point of connection at an
existing overhead tower line near Llandyfaelog, situated approximately 10km
south of Carmarthen. This Navigation Document provides a summary of the
reports.

1.1.2

The reports and plans have been split into eight volumes:

Table 1.1– DCO Application List
Volume

Content

1.0 Application Information

Document providing details of the specific
application information required by the
Planning Inspectorate.

2.0 Plans, Drawings and Sections

The plans and drawings contain the
information of where WPD proposes to
undertake the development should it be
authorised as well as the limits within
which the authorised development (the
Proposed Development) can be carried
out and maintained, works to accesses
and public rights of way and plans
outlining the ecological, landscape and
heritage constraints.

3.0 Draft Development Consent
Order

Document outlining the legal powers and
obligations of the Developer.

4.0 Compulsory Acquisition
Information

Documents providing evidence of why
WPD requires a compulsorily acquisition
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and how it would be funded.
5.0 Reports/Statements

Documents providing details of the preapplication consultation undertaken by
WPD for the Proposed Development and
other information relevant to the
application such as effects of the project
on European Designated Sites.

6.0 Environmental Impact
Assessment

Documents providing details on how
WPD assessed the likely impacts of the
Proposed Development on the
environment.

7.0 Other Media

Visual information including 3D
Visualisation Model.

8.0 Other Documents

Includes additional supplementary
information required to support the
application including the Planning
Statement, Strategic Optioneering and
Lifetime Costs reports together with
management plans to ensure the
mitigation of effects.
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1.2

Volume 1 Application Information

1.2.1

The volume provides details of the specific application information required
by the Planning Inspectorate.

Table 1.2– Volume 1 Application Information
Volume

Content

1.1 Covering Letter including
schedule of documents

Covering letter for the application
accompanied by a section 55 checklist
and this navigation document.

1.2 Application Form

A prescribed form which includes a brief
high level non-technical description of the
project and identifies submitted
documents, plans and other supporting
information through appropriate document
references.

1.3 PINS Electronic Application
Index

A detailed list of the application
documents submitted as part of the
application.

1.4 Newspaper Notices

Copies of newspaper notices published as
part of section 47 and section 48
consultation.

1.5 Red Line Boundary Shape Files

A spatial data file (for use in GIS systems)
of the land over which authorisation is
sought within the application.

1.6 Glossary

Glossary of terms and abbreviations.
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1.3

Volume 2 Plans, Drawings and Sections

1.3.1

The volume contains the plans, drawings and sections which describe the
application for development consent and include Works Plans, Land Plans,
Access and Rights of Way Plans and ecological, landscape and heritage
constraints plans outlining the constraints related to the proposed
development.

1.3.2

There are eight different types of plan, each showing a different element of
the Proposed Development.

Table 1.3– Volume 2 Plans, Drawings and Sections
Volume Sub Section

Content

2.1 Works Plans: Sections A to C
part 5 (2) (j)

A sequence of plans showing the
relationship between existing features and
the proposed route, the alignment of the
development and works and the limits of
deviation within which the works would be
carried out.

2.2 Land Plans: Sections A to C Part
5 (2) (i)

A sequence of plans showing the extent
of the order limits and identifying each
numbered plot within those limits as listed
in the Book of Reference.

2.3 Access/Rights of Way Plans:
Sections A to C Part 5 (2) (k)

A sequence of plans identifying any new
or altered means of access, stopping up
of streets or roads or any diversions,
extinguishments or creation of rights of
way or public rights of navigation.

2.4 Environmental Feature Plans:
Sections A to C Part 5 (2) (l)

Plans identifying any statutory or nonstatutory sites/features of nature
conservation, important and protected
habitats and water bodies referenced
within the River Basin Management Plan.

2.5 Heritage Designation Plans:
Sections A to C Part 5 (2) (m)

Plans identifying any statutory and nonstatutory sites/features of the historic
environment.

2.6 Special Category Crown Land

A sequence of plans showing any Crown
4
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Plans: Sections A to C Part 5 (2) (n)

land within the order limits. No other
special category land (such as common
land, open space, National Trust Land or
Allotments) exists within the order limits.

2.7 Design Drawings and Sections:
Sections A to C Part 5 (2) (o)

Drawings and Sections showing details of
design, external appearance and
preferred layout of structures including
laydown areas, compounds etc.

2.8 Trees and Hedges to be
Potentially Affected:

As sequence of plans identifying any
trees and hedgerows to be potentially
affected as part of the works.

5
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1.4

Volume 3: Draft Development Consent Order

1.4.1

This volume includes the draft development consent order and the
explanatory memorandum.

Table 1.4– Volume 3 Draft Development Consent Order
Volume Sub Section

Content

3.1 Draft Development Consent
Order Reg 5 (2) (b)

Provisions authorising the construction
and operation of the development, and
setting out the related powers and
obligations of the developer.

3.2 Draft Explanatory Memorandum
Reg 5 (2) (c)

The document explains each of the
provisions of the DCO, and gives reasons
for any departures from the model
clauses. It explains why the DCO is
required, and justifies inclusion of
undergrounding as integral development.

6
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1.5

Volume 4: Compulsory Acquisition Information

1.5.1

The application for development consent includes powers of compulsory
acquisition. This is explained further in the following documents:

Table 1.5– Volume 4: Compulsory Acquisition Information
Volume Sub Section

Content

4.1 Statement of Reasons (Reg 5(2)
(h)

Reasons for the seeking of powers for
compulsory acquisition.

4.2 Funding Statement Reg 5 (2) (h)

Indicates how the compulsory acquisition
is proposed to be funded.

4.3 Book of Reference (Reg 5(2) (d)

Book giving the names and addresses of
persons with interests in or rights over
land which are subject to powers of
compulsory acquisition or will be
extinguished or affected by the DCO.
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1.6

Volume 5: Reports/Statements

1.6.1

The volume provides details of the pre-application consultation undertaken
by WPD for the Proposed Development and provides other information
relating to the Flood Consequence Assessment and Habitats Regulations
Assessment.

Table 1.6– Volume 5: Reports/Statements
Volume Sub Section

Content

5.1 Consultation Report Planning
Act 37(3) C

Explains the pre-application consultation
undertaken on the Proposed
Development, including statutory
consultation under sections 42, 47 and 48
of the Planning Act 2008. It includes a
summary of the relevant responses
received as part of the pre-application
consultation and how these responses
have been taken into account in the final
proposals.

5.2 Flood Risk Assessment Reg 5 (2)
(e)

The Flood Consequence Assessment.

5.3 Environmental protection
information Reg 5 (2) (f)

Identifies whether there is a likelihood for
statutory nuisance as a result of the
Proposed Development.

5.5 European Site HRA Reg 5 (2) (g)

Information on the effects of the project
on European designated sites to enable
an appropriate assessment to be carried
out.

8

Navigation Document and Section 55 Compliance Table

1.7

Volume 6: Environmental Impact Assessment

1.7.1

The volume provides details on how WPD assessed the likely impacts of the
Proposed Development on the environment. WPD has carried out a
environmental impact assessment of the Proposed Development and the
results of that assessment are reported in an environmental statement.

Table 1.7– Volume 6: Environmental Impact Assessment
Volume Sub Section

Content

6.1 Non-Technical Summary Reg 5
(2) (a)

Simplified, non-technical summary of the
Environmental Statement.

6.2 Environmental Statement Reg
5(2) (a)

A report describing the likely significant
effects on the environment resulting from
the Proposed Development during the
construction, operation and
decommissioning phases.

6.3 Environmental Statement
Figures Reg 5(2) (a)

Contains figures to support the
environmental statement.

6.4 Environmental Statement
Appendices Reg 5(2) (a)

Appendices relating to the individual topic
chapters reported within the
Environmental Statement. and includes
the Environmental Statement Scoping
Report and Opinion.

6.5 Environmental Statement
Scoping Report Reg 5 (2) (a)

The report submitted to the Secretary of
State which set out the intended scope of
the EIA.

6.6 Environmental Statement
Scoping Opinion Reg 5(2) (a)

The opinion received from the Secretary
of State.

9

Navigation Document and Section 55 Compliance Table

1.8

Volume 7: Other Media

1.8.1

This volume includes a 3D visualisation model of the route.

Table 1.8– Volume 7: Other Media
Volume Sub Section

Content

7.1 3D Model Visualisation Model

Report explaining the methodology
adopted in the preparation of the 3D
visualisation model used at consultation.
Screen shots from the visualisation.

10
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1.9

Volume 8: Other Documents

1.9.1

This volume includes additional documents produced to support the
application.

Table 1.8– Volume 8: Other Documents
Volume Sub Section

Content

8.1 Planning Statement Reg 5(2) (q)

A statement which considers the merits of
the project against NPS EN-1 and EN-5
and other relevant considerations such as
national and local planning policies.

8.2 Strategic Optioneering Report
Reg 5(2) (q)

Report which sets out the options
considered by WPD in arriving at the
strategic option to connect the Brechfa
Forest West Wind Farm to the national
grid.

8.3 Draft Section 106 agreement/
unilateral undertakings Reg 5(2) (q)

Draft heads of terms for the proposed
Landscape and Ecology Fund.

8.4 Lifetime costs report Reg 5(2) (q)

Report setting out the indicative cost to
construct and use the Proposed
Development both underground cable
and overhead line.

8.5 Construction Management
Strategy Reg 5(2) (q)

Report describing the methodologies to
be employed when constructing the
Proposed Development.

8.6 Construction Environmental Mgt
Plan Reg 5(2) (q)

Report setting out environmental
measures required to mitigate adverse
effects arising from construction activities.

8.7 Construction Traffic Management Report describing vehicle movements
Plan Reg 5(2) (q)
and access arrangement associated with
the scheme and the management to be
put in place to mitigate effects.
8.8 Transport Assessment Reg 5(2)
(q)

Report providing the detailed traffic
movements predicted during the
construction of the Proposed
Development.

8.9 Written Scheme of Investigation

Report setting out the archaeological
11
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Reg 5(2) (q)

mitigation proposed for the construction
phase of the Proposed Development.

12

Navigation Document and Section 55 Compliance Table

Section 55 Compliance
Western Power Distribution’s comments

Section 55 application checklist
1.1

Does the application state on the face of it that it is an
The DCO includes the statement that an application has
application for a development consent order (DCO) under the been made to the Secretary of State in accordance with the
2008 Act, or equivalent words?
Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and
Procedure) Regulations 2009 for an order under the relevant
sections of the Planning Act 2008. The Planning Statement
also explains in section 1.4 why the project falls to be
considered under the 2008 Act.

2.1

Does the application specify the development to which it
relates (i.e. which category or categories in sections 14-30
does the application scheme fall)?

Part 2 of the Explanatory Memorandum specifies that the
proposed development is a nationally significant
infrastructure project for the purposes of sections 14 (1) (b)
and 16 of the 2008 Act.

2.2

Is the application made in the prescribed form as set out in
Schedule 2 of The Infrastructure Planning (Applications:
Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009 (“the
APFP Regulations”)? Does the application include:
 a brief statement which explains why it falls within the
remit of the Commission?
 a brief statement that clearly identifies the location of
the application site, or the route if it is a linear
scheme?

WPD has completed the prescribed application form and
completed part 4 and part 6.

13
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2.3

Is the application accompanied by a consultation report?

A Consultation Report has been submitted as part of the
DCO application. The report can be found in Volume 5.1 of
the DCO application.

2.4

Is the application accompanied by the documents and
information set out in APFP Regulation 5(2) and listed
below?
a) where applicable, the environmental statement
required under the Infrastructure Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations
2009 (“the EIA Regulations”) and any scoping or
screening opinions or directions;
b) the draft proposed order;
c) an explanatory memorandum explaining the purpose
and effect of provisions in the draft order, including in
particular any divergences from the model provisions
(SI 2009 2265);
d) where applicable, the book of reference (where the
application involves any compulsory acquisition);
e) a copy of any flood risk assessment;
f) a statement whether the proposal engages one or
more of the matters set out in section 79(1) of the
Environmental Protection Act 1990 (statutory
nuisances) and if so how the applicant proposes to
mitigate or limit them;
g) any report identifying any European site to which
regulation 48 of the Conservation (Natural Habitats,
&c.) Regulations 1994 applies, or any Ramsar site,
which may be affected by the proposed development,

a) The Environmental Statement is submitted as Volume
6.2. It includes a scoping opinion as Volume 6.6.
b) The draft DCO has been submitted as part of the DCO
application. A copy of this can be found in Volume 3.1 of the
DCO application.
c) The explanatory memorandum has been submitted as
part of the DCO application. A copy of this can be found in
Volume 3.2 of the DCO application.
d) The book of reference has been submitted as part of the
DCO application. A copy of this can be found in Volume 4.3
of the DCO application.
e) A Flood Risk Assessment (Flood Consequence
Assessment) is submitted as Volume 5.2.
f) A report on whether the proposal engages one or more of
the matters referenced is provided as Volume 5.3.
g) A Habitats Regulations Assessment report has been
prepared and is submitted as Volume 5.4.
h) A Funding Statement has been submitted as Volume 4.2.
The Statement of Reasons has been submitted as part of
the DCO application. A copy of this can be found in Volume
4.1 of the DCO application.
i) The land plans are submitted as Volume 2.2.
j) Access and Rights of Way Plans Volume 2.3
k) Environmental Features Plans Volume 2.4
l) Heritage Designations Pans Volume 2.5

14
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h)

i)

j)

k)

together with sufficient information that will enable the
Commission to make an appropriate assessment of
the implications for the site if required by regulation
48(1)
a statement of reasons and a funding statement
(where the application involves any compulsory
acquisition);a land plan identifying:i. the land required for, or affected by, the
proposed development;
ii. where applicable, any land over which it is
proposed to exercise powers of compulsory
acquisition or any rights to use land;
iii. any land in relation to which it is proposed to
extinguish easements, servitudes and other
private rights; and
iv. any special category land and replacement
land
a works plan showing, in relation to existing features:i. the proposed location or (for a linear scheme)
the proposed route and alignment of the
development and works; and
ii. the limits within which the development and
works may be carried out and any limits of
deviation provided for in the draft order;
where applicable, a plan identifying any new or
altered means of access, stopping up of streets or
roads or any diversions, extinguishments or creation
of rights of way or public rights of navigation;
where applicable, a plan with accompanying
15

m) Crown Land Plans Volume 2.6
n) Design Drawings and Profiles Volume 2.7
o) Documentation is contained as an appendix (Scoping
Report Volume 6.5) to the Environmental Statement
p) Other documents supported with the application are found
in volumes 7 and 8.
q) Three paper copies and five electronic copies have been
submitted.
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l)

m)
n)

o)

information identifying:i. any statutory/non-statutory sites/ features of
nature conservation e.g. sites of geological/
landscape importance;
ii. habitats of protected species, important
habitats or other diversity features; and
iii. water bodies in a river basin management
plan, together with an assessment of any
effects on such sites, features, habitats or
bodies likely to be caused by the proposed
development;
where applicable, a plan with accompanying
information identifying any statutory/non-statutory
sites or features of the historic environment, (e.g.
scheduled monuments, World Heritage sites, listed
buildings, archaeological sites and registered
battlefields) together with an assessment of any
effects on such sites, features or structures likely to
be caused by the proposed development;
where applicable, a plan with any accompanying
information identifying any Crown land;
any other plans, drawings and sections necessary to
describe the development consent proposal showing
details of design, external appearance, and the
preferred layout of buildings/structures, drainage,
surface water management, means of vehicular and
pedestrian access, any car parking and landscaping;
any of the documents prescribed by Regulation 6 of
the APFP Regulations.
16
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p) any other documents considered necessary to
support the application; and
q) if requested by the Commission, three paper copies
of the application form and other supporting
documents and plans.
2.5

Are the plans, drawings or sections submitted AO size or
smaller, drawn to an identified scale (not smaller than
1:2500) and, in the case of plans, show the direction of
north? APFP Regulation 5(3)

The plans, drawings and sections (profiles) submitted are at
A0 size or smaller. They are drawn to an identified scale of
1:2500 and in the case of plans show the direction north and
scale bar.

2.6

Where a plan comprises three or more separate sheets has
a key plan been provided showing the relationship between
the different sheets? APFP Regulation 5 (4)

Key plans accompany all plan series.

3.1

Is the development an NSIP? Or does it form part of an
NSIP?

The development is a 28.6km long 132kV connection and as
such is an NSIP.

4.1

Are the responses to the applicant’s consultation under s.42, All responses received under sections 42, 47 and 48 are set
s.47 and s.48 listed and put into categories according to
out in tables within the appendices of the Consultation
status e.g. statutory consultees?
Report according to the status of the consultee. The tables
can be found in Appendix 12.1, 12.2 and 13.1 of the
Consultation Report which is Volume 5.1 of the DCO
application.

4.2

Are the responses within those categories arranged to show
whether they have led to changes or not?

17

The tables within the appendix clearly show whether each
response has led to a change to the Proposed
Development. The tables can be found in Appendix 12.1,
12.2 and 13.1 of the Consultation Report which is Volume
5.1 of the DCO application.
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4.3

Have reasons been given where no changes have been
made?

The tables within the appendix clearly explain why, where no
change has been made, the reasons why. The tables can
be found in Appendix 12.1, 12.2 and 13.1 of the
Consultation Report which is Volume 5.1 of the DCO
application.

4.4

Has the applicant identified any responses received after its
deadlines?

In Chapter 10 of the Consultation Report provides
information about the responses received after the close of
statutory consultation and also explains how regard was had
to those late responses. The Consultation Report is Volume
5.1 of the DCO application.

5.1

Did the applicant before carrying out the s.42 consultation
a) In July 2014 WPD submitted a request for a scoping
either
opinion to the Planning Inspectorate, acting on behalf of
a) request the Commission to adopt a screening opinion
the Secretary of State. A Scoping Opinion was received
in respect of the development to which the application
from the Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the Secretary
relates, or
of State on 21 August 2014 which provided commentary
b) notify the Commission in writing that it proposed to
from the Secretary of State on the proposed scope of the
provide an environmental statement in respect of that
EIA. A copy of the request for a Scoping Opinion along
development? EIA Regulation 6
with the Scoping Report can be found in Volume 6.5 of
the DCO application.
b) The Secretary of State was informed of WPDs intention
to provide an environmental statement within the cover
letter to the scoping report.

18
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5.4

Did the applicant consult the following about the proposed
application:
a) person prescribed (statutory consultees set out in
Schedule 1 of the APFP Regulations)
b) each local authority within s43. NB:- Definition of
“local authority” in s43(3).
c) the “B” authority where the application land is in the
authority’s area.
d) the “A” authority where any part of the boundary of
A’s area is also a part of the boundary of B’s area
e) Greater London Authority (if in Greater London area)
f) each person in one or more of s44 categories

WPD consulted all persons prescribed as set out in
Schedule 1 of the APFP Regulations. The list of statutory
consultees consulted during statutory consultation can be
found in Appendix 7.3 of the Consultation Report, which is
Volume 5.1 of the DCO application.
WPD consulted each local authority within Section 43. The
land required for the Proposed Development falls wholly
within one local authority, Carmarthenshire County Council
(CCC). There are five neighbouring authorities and these
are listed at 7.4.4 of the Consultation Report.
WPD consulted with all persons in one or more of the
Section 44 categories. WPD has cross checked the Book of
Reference, submitted as part of the DCO application, with
the list of PILs consulted and there are no discrepancies.

5.5

Did the applicant notify s42 consultees of the deadline for
receipt of consultation responses?

In the letters sent to all Section 42 consultees, WPD clearly
stated the deadline for receipt of consultation responses as
Friday, 16 January 2015. Copies of the letters issued to
Section 42 consultees can be found in Appendix 7.4 of the
Consultation Report.

5.6

Was the deadline notified by the applicant 28 days or more
starting with the day after receipt of the consultation
documents?

Statutory consultation started on Friday, 28 November 2014
and closed on Friday, 16 November 2015 which is a period
of 50 days.

5.7

Did the applicant supply information to notify Commission of
proposed application?

On 26 November 2014, WPD wrote to the Planning
Inspectorate under Section 46 of the Act to inform them of its
intention to submit an application for a DCO.

19
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5.8

Was the information supplied to the Commission at the
same as it was sent to the s42 consultees?

On 26 November 2014, WPD wrote to the Planning
Inspectorate under Section 46 of the Act to inform them of its
intention to submit an application for a DCO. Included with
the letter were copies of all documents that had been sent to
Section 42 consultees.

5.9

Was this done on or before commencing consultation under
s42?

WPD wrote to the Planning Inspectorate under Section 46
on 26 November 2014, two days prior to the start of statutory
consultation which started on 28 November 2014.

5.10

Did the applicant prepare a statement of community
WPD prepared and published a SoCC on 19 November
consultation on how it intended to consult people living in the 2014. A copy of the SoCC can be found in Appendix 8.4 of
vicinity of the land (“the SOCC”)?
the Consultation Report.

5.11

Were all “B” authorities consulted about the content of the
SOCC?

5.12

Was the deadline for receipt of responses 28 days beginning In the email sent to CCC requesting comments on the draft
with the day after the day “B” authorities received the
SoCC, WPD stated that the deadline for receipt of
consultation documents?
comments was 28 days from receipt. A copy of this email
can be found in Appendix 8.1.

5.13

Has the applicant had regard to any responses received
when preparing the SOCC?

WPD consulted with CCC, the host authority, about the
content of the SoCC prior to publication. WPD wrote to CCC
on 1 September 2014 requesting comments on the draft
SoCC. Comments received and the regard had by WPD can
be seen in table 8.1 in the Consultation Report

WPD had regard for the comments on the SoCC made by
CCC and provided feedback to the local authority on this. A
table detailing the regard that WPD had for the responses
can be seen in table 8.1 in the Consultation Report.
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5.14

Has the SOCC been published in a newspaper circulating in
the vicinity of the land?

WPD published notices to advertise the SoCC in the
Carmarthen Journal and the Llanelli Star on 19 November
2014. Copies of the notice and scans of the notice as it
appeared can be found in Appendix 8.5 and 8.7
respectively.

5.15a Has the applicant carried out the consultation in accordance
with the SOCC?

WPD carried out statutory consultation in accordance with
the SoCC and has evidenced this in Appendix 8.10 of the
Consultation Report.

5.15b Does the SOCC set out whether the development is EIA
development? EIA Regulation 10

Chapter 6 of WPD’s SoCC sets out that the development in
EIA development. A copy of the SoCC can be found in
Appendix 8.4 of the Consultation Report.

5.15c Does the SOCC set out how the applicant intends to
publicise and consult on the preliminary environmental
information?

Chapter 6 of WPD’s SoCC explains that preliminary
environmental information gathered will be presented as a
draft Environmental Statement (ES) for statutory
consultation.
Paragraph 9.5 of the SoCC sets out how consultation on the
Proposed Development and the draft ES would be
publicised.
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5.16

Did the applicant publish a notice: (APFP Regulation 4(2))
a) for at least two successive weeks in one or more local
newspapers circulating in the vicinity in which the
proposed development would be situated;
b) once in a national newspaper; and
c) once in the London Gazette.

WPD published a bilingual notice in the Carmarthen Journal
and the Llanelli Star for two consecutive weeks on
Wednesday, 26 November 2014 and Wednesday, 3
December 2014.
The bilingual notice was also published in The Times and
The London Gazette on Friday, 28 November 2014.
A copy of the notice placed in each of the newspapers can
be seen in Appendix 9.1 of the Consultation Report and
copies of the scans of the notice as it appeared in each of
the newspapers can be seen in Appendix 9.2.
Copies of the Section 48 notice can also be found in
Volume 1.4 Newspaper Notices.
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5.17

Did the notice include: (APFP Regulation 4(3))
a) the name and address of the applicant;
b) a statement that the applicant intends to make an
application for development consent to the
Commission;
c) a statement as to whether the application is EIA
development;
d) a summary of the main proposals, specifying the
location or route of the proposed development;
e) a statement that the documents, plans and maps
showing the nature and location of the proposed
development are available for inspection free of
charge at the places (including at least one address
in the vicinity of the proposed development) and
times set out in the notice;
f) the latest date on which those documents, plans and
maps will be available for inspection (being a date not
earlier than the deadline in sub-paragraph (i));
g) whether a charge will be made for copies of any of
the documents, plans or maps and the amount of any
charge;
h) details of how to respond to the publicity; and
i) a deadline for receipt of those responses by the
applicant, being not less than 28 days following the
date when the notice is last published.
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a) WPD’s Section 48 notice gave the details of WPD’s
name and address.
b) WPD’s Section 48 notice stated that WPD intended to
make an application for a DCO.
c) WPD’s Section 48 notice stated that the Proposed
Development is EIA development.
d) WPD’s Section 48 notice provided a summary of the
main proposal.
e) WPD’s Section 48 notice stated that documents, plans
and maps showing the nature and location of the
proposed development could be inspected free of
charge. The notice also set out the details of where and
when they could be viewed.
f) WPD’s Section 48 notice stated that the documents,
plans and maps were available for inspection from
Friday, 28 November 2014 to Friday, 16 January 2015.
g) WPD’s Section 48 notice stated that a reasonable charge
would apply for the provision of hard copy printed
versions of any of the documents, plans or maps, up to a
maximum of £250 for the full suite of documents. It also
stated that electronic versions on CD would be provided
free of charge.
h) WPD’s Section 48 notice stated that any representations
on the proposals should be made in writing to
FREEPOST B FOREST CONNECTION or by email to
info@brechfaforestconnection.co.uk.
i) WPD’s Section 48 notice stated that any response or
representation in respect of the proposed DCO must be
received by WPD before midnight on Friday, 16 January
2015. The notice was last published on 3 December
2014 which means that the deadline date was 44 days
after the notice was last published.

Navigation Document and Section 55 Compliance Table

5.18

Has a copy of the s48 notice been sent to the EIA
consultation bodies and to any person notified to the
applicant in accordance with EIA Regulation 9(1)(c)? (EIA
Regulation 11)

WPD sent a copy of the Section 48 notice to all EIA
consultation bodies on 25 November 2014. A copy of the
covering letter that accompanied the notice can be seen in
Appendix 9.3 of the Consultation Report.

5.19

Has the applicant had regard to any relevant responses to
the s42, s47 and s48 consultation?

WPD has had regard to all responses received in relation to
sections 42, 47 and 48 consultation. The tables in Appendix
11.1, 11.2 and 12.1 detail the responses received and the
regard that WPD has had for those responses.

5.20

To what extent has the applicant had regard to CLG
Guidance, The Planning Act 2008: Guidance on preapplication consultation?

WPD has had regard to all revisions of DCLG guidance on
pre-application consultation throughout both non-statutory
and statutory consultation.
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