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001 - Letter from David Jones MP (Clwyd West)
- including response from the Secretary of State for DECC dated 11 May 2016

002 - Email from the Welsh Government
(attaching letter dated 27 January 2016)

003 - Letter from the Applicant

BY EMAIL
FAO: Laura Allen
Case Manager, National Infrastructure Consents
Department of Energy & Climate Change
National Infrastructure Consents
Area 3B
3 Whitehall Place
SW1A 2AW

Your Ref EN020014
Our Ref: AREAACC01

Email: steven.edwards@scottishpower.com
Tel: 0141 614 5656
23 May 2016
Dear Sirs
PLANNING ACT 2008
APPLICATION BY SP MANWEB FOR DEVELOPMENT CONSENT FOR THE NORTH
WALES WIND FARMS CONNECTION
I am writing to update the Secretary of State in relation to two matters following the close of the
Examination of the application for development consent for the North Wales Wind Farms
Connection ("the Project"). These are outlined below.
Correspondence with the Welsh Government
Prior to the close of Examination the Welsh Government wrote two separate letters to the
Planning Inspectorate, dated 27th and 28th January respectively. The first letter, written by
Jennifer Pride, confirms that in relation to the potential impacts on Greenland Whitefronted
Geese (GWfG):

"In order that the review can be completely clear as to the views of Welsh Government, I am
providing this response, after consultation with the Welsh Government’s Nature and
Conservation Branch. Although there is some uncertainty regarding GWFG flight lines, we are
now funding research to tag geese and monitor their movements. In light of this on going
research, we are content to concur with the views expressed by NRW that we do not consider
that the project is likely to have a significant effect on the Dyfi Estuary SPA and we consider that
the proposed development would be unlikely to have significant effects on European sites alone
or in combination with other plans and projects. Therefore we do not advocate an additional
requirement to fit diverters on the overhead line in order to make it more visible to birds.
(REP11-023)
The second letter was written by Gwenllian Roberts and is appended to the completed
Statement of Common Ground (REP11-008). This appears to contradict the first letter written by
Ms Pride. In this second document, Ms Roberts states that in relation to GWfG, "general
precautions in respect of large birds would probably minimise any risk to this endangered and
iconic species".
In order to provide necessary clarification to the Secretary of State, SP Manweb has contacted
the Welsh Government, to correctly summarise the submissions relating to GWfG. A further email response has now been received from Lee Antrotbus, Strategy Executive at the Energy
Policy Unit; this is enclosed at Appendix One of this letter. Mr Antrobus has confirmed that the
letter produced by Jennifer Pride forms the Welsh Government's position in relation to impacts
on GWfG.
3 Prenton Way, Prenton, Merseyside, CH43 3ET
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We also understand that the Welsh Government have sent its e-mail to the Planning
st
nd
Inspectorate dated 21 April to you on 22 April clarifying the position outlined above.
I trust this assists in providing necessary clarification prior to the Secretary of State making her
decision on the application for development consent.
Book of Reference
Please note that SP Manweb proposes to produce an update to its book of reference (by way of
addendum) which it will submit to the Secretary of State in early July, taking account of any
changes in and interests up to that time.
Explanatory note to the DCO
Whilst writing to you on the above matters, I thought it also helpful to advise that SP Manweb
has decided that the appropriate location for depositing certified documents should be its main
office at the following address:
SP Manweb plc
3 Prenton Way
Prenton
Merseyside
CH43 3ET
If you have any queries in relation to this submission, then please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours faithfully,

Steven Edwards
Land & Planning
SP Energy Networks, for and on behalf of SP Manweb
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APPENDIX ONE

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Lee.Antrobus@wales.gsi.gov.uk on behalf of
GovernmentBusinessE&E@wales.gsi.gov.uk
21 April 2016 16:29
Edwards, Steven
NWWFConnection@pins.gsi.gov.uk;
Wendy.Boddington@wales.gsi.gov.uk;
Chris.Buchan@wales.gsi.gov.uk;
GovernmentBusinessE&E@wales.gsi.gov.uk
SPM North Wales Connection - WG response
North Wales Wind Farm Connection Project DCO - Jen Pride - NR Response - 27 Jan 2016.pdf; EST - Energy Wales Unit - Letter to
SPEN - EN020014 - Statement of Common Ground - January 2016
(Appendix A - Letter 2 -final version- 28.1.16).pdf

Stephen
Many thanks for your e-mail highlighting the differing positions within the letters
dated 27 and 28 January in respect to your DCO application for the proposed
North Wales Connection to support wind farms.
To clarify in respect of the point concerning Greenland White fronted Geese, I
can confirm that the letter sent by Jennifer Pride attached is the current Welsh
Government position.
Please accept our apologies for the overlap and duplication of letters.
I have copied in the Planning Inspectorate to this e-mail to ensure consistency.
Kind regards
Lee

Lee Antrobus
Strategy Executive / Gweithredydd Strategaeth
Energy Policy and Regulation/ Polisi Ynni a Rheoleiddio
Energy Wales Unit / Uned Ynni Cymru
Department for Economy, Science and Transport/ Adran yr Economi,
Gwyddoniaeth a Thrafnidiaeth
Welsh Government, Sarn Mynach, Llandudno Junction, Conwy, LL31 9RZ
Llywodraeth Cymru, Sarn Mynach, Cyffordd Llandudno, Conwy, LL31 9RZ
Tel/Ffôn: 03000625241
E-mail/E-bost: Lee.Antrobus@wales.gsi.gov.uk
From: Edwards, Steven [mailto:Steven.Edwards@spenergynetworks.co.uk]
Sent: 20 April 2016 11:34
To: Buchan, Chris (ESNR-Sectors & Business-Energy Wales Unit); Boddington, Wendy (ESNRSectors & Business-Energy Wales Unit)
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Cc: Nicholas, Andrew (ESNR-Environment-Energy Water & Flood)
Subject: SPM North Wales Connection - WG response

Chris / Wendy,
I’ve just spoken to Andrew regarding a WG letter sent on 27th Jan to PINS (see 1st link below) in
respect of our DCO application for the proposed North Wales Connection to support wind
farms in SSA The Jan 27th letter clarifies there’s no significant effect re Greenland white fronted
geese.
I understand, there was, however, a slight crossover and SPM wasn’t aware of this letter on
27th but was aware of a letter sent by Gwenllian Roberts on 28th Jan (as per 2nd link).
In respect of the geese point, as the slightly later letter seemingly contradicts the first letter,
and which is appended to the formal SOCG, I wondered whether you could clarify and confirm
that effectively the second letter in so far as it refers to geese in 4.5 (2ndto 5th paras) should be
replaced by the wording of the WG view as stated in the 27th Jan letter.
Appreciate your help and would be pleased to discuss by phone – on 0141 614 5656.
Regards
Steven
http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wpcontent/ipc/uploads/projects/EN020014/Events/Deadline%2011%20-%2028-012016/Welsh%20Government.pdf
http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wpcontent/ipc/uploads/projects/EN020014/Events/Deadline%2011%20-%2028-012016/Statement%20of%20Common%20Ground%20between%20SP%20Manweb%20and%20t
he%20Welsh%20Government.pdf
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004 - Letter from David Jones MP (Clwyd West)
- including response from the Secretary of State for DECC dated 6 July 2016

005 - Email from Mr Dewi Parry, addressed to the Applicant (copied to DECC)
and email from the Applicant responding to Mr Dewi Parry’s email dated 21 June
2016 (copied to DECC)

006 - Email from Mr Dyfrig Hughes

007 - Email from Natural Resources Wales

008 - Email from Mr Dewi Parry

009 - Email from the Applicant

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Edwards, Steven
Allen Laura (Energy Development)
Thomas, Huw (Major Projects); Libretto Denise (Energy Development); Leigh Gareth (Energy Development); Stockton ,
Andrew
RE: North Wales WFC EN020014 - clarification requested from SP Manweb by COP 14 July
13 July 2016 14:05:57
image001.jpg

Laura,
Thank you for your email and I am pleased to provide the following response:
What notification SP Manweb has provided to the new affected person about the proposed inclusion of
their interests within the North Wales Wind Farms Connection Order (if granted)
John Evan Davies: After Mr Bibby informed SP Manweb of the death of his client Mr J E Davies discussions
regarding the scheme have continued with Mr Bibby who is also the agent for Mr A G Davies and Mrs E G
Davies who are the personal representatives of the Estate of Mr J E Davies.
JP Jones: The land is owned by Mrs H M Parry and Mr D Parry and their agent Mr Bibby subsequently
advised SP Manweb that Mr Jones has previously had an informal arrangement whereby he could occupy
the land until the 30 th . September and this was likely in 2016. Mr Bibby confirmed that all matters in
relation to this land would be dealt with through himself on behalf of his clients Mrs H M Parry and Mr D
Parry. In the event that a voluntary agreement is concluded, to ensure possession could be taken prior to
the 30 th . September Mr Bibby confirmed that the arrangement between the landowners and Mr Jones can
be terminated in respect of all or any part of the land prior to the 30 th . September.
Gwaenynog Farm Ltd: SP Manweb became aware of Gwaenynog Farms Ltd from research carried out on
the internet. This was raised with Janie Wynne Smith’s agent who confirmed that Gwaenynog Farms Limited
farmed the land owned by Janie Wynne Smith and the business was owned by Mrs Smith, her husband and
son. There is no formal agreement between Janie Wynne Smith and Gwaenynog Farms Limited and the
agent’s view was that as the family own the farming business he did not regard them in practical terms as
being separate from the ownership.
What negotiation you have undertaken with these new affected persons, prior to the inclusion of their
interested within the Addendums?
John Davies: SP Manweb has continued negotiations on the voluntary agreement and landscape planting
proposals with Mr Bibby, who has in turn informed his clients.
JP Jones: Mr and Mrs Parry’s agent, Mr Bibby has confirmed that all discussions and negotiations are to
continue via himself on behalf of the owner and that the arrangement with Mr Jones runs until the 30 th .
September 2016 but in view of the proposed scheme this can be terminated in respect of all or any part of
the land prior to this date. SP Manweb have spoken to Mr Jones to update him with regards to the scheme.
Gwaenynog Farm Ltd: As Mrs Smith is objecting to the North Wales Wind Farms Connection Scheme,
negotiations relating to her own interest and those of Gwaenynog Farms Ltd have been in abeyance
pending the decision of the Secretary of State in respect of the application for the Development Consent
Order. SP Manweb’s representatives will continue to liaise with Mrs Smith’s agent regarding her interest
and that of Gwaenynog Farms Ltd.
I hope the above clarifies matters and please let me know as soon as possible if further information is
required.
Regards

Steve
From: Allen Laura (Energy Development) [mailto:Laura.Allen@decc.gsi.gov.uk]
Sent: 07 July 2016 16:45
To: Edwards, Steven
Cc: Thomas, Huw (Major Projects); Libretto Denise (Energy Development); Leigh Gareth (Energy Development)
Subject: RE: North Wales WFC EN020014 - clarification requested from SP Manweb by COP 14 July

Dear Mr Edwards,
Thank you for your email dated 30 June, which provided an Addendum to the Book of Reference for Option
A and Option B.
Having reviewed this information, I have noted that new affected persons have been included within the
Addendum (for both Options A and B) in relation to their interests in certain plots of land. Please can you
clarify the following in relation to each specific new affected person included within the Addendum (for both
Options A and B):
· what notification SP Manweb has provided to the new affected person about the proposed
inclusion of their interests within the North Wales Wind Farms Connection Order (if granted)?; and
· what negotiation you have undertaken with these new affected persons, prior to the inclusion of
their interested within the Addendums?
I would be grateful if you could provide a response by COP Thursday 14 July 2016.
Kind regards,
Laura
Laura Allen
Case Manager, Energy Infrastructure Planning
E: Laura.Allen@decc.gsi.gov.uk T: 0300 068 2825
Follow us on Twitter.com/DECCgovuk
From: Edwards, Steven [mailto:Steven.Edwards@spenergynetworks.co.uk]
Sent: 30 June 2016 09:10
To: Allen Laura (Energy Development); North Wales Wind Farm Connection
Cc: Thomas, Huw (Major Projects)
Subject: North Wales WFC EN020014

Laura / Stefan,
Further to my letter dated 23 rd May 2016 regarding the above project where I indicated that an updated
Book of Reference would be submitted, please find attached to this email the following:
-

Addendum to the Book of Reference for Option A Version 5 (Document Reference 4.3 Option A v5);
and
Addendum to the Book of Reference Option B Version 3 (Document Reference 4.3 Option B v3)

The addendums explain the relevant plot number, the previous detail provided and the updated reference.
I would be grateful if you could acknowledge this email and confirm that the documents are as required.
Thank you,
Steve
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010 - Email from Dr James Davies MP (Vale of Clwyd)

011 - Letter from the Crown Estate Commissioners, addressed to the Applicant
(copied to DECC)

012 - Email from the Applicant

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Edwards, Steven
Allen Laura (Energy Development)
Libretto Denise (Energy Development); Leigh Gareth (Energy Development)
RE: North Wales Wind Farms Connection - Addendums to the Book of Reference - please respond by 2pm today
27 July 2016 12:20:17
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Laura,
Thank you for your note below.
Yes, I can confirm that your understanding of defining the book of reference for Option A and Option B with reference to the
two addendums in both cases is correct.
Regards
Steve
From: Allen Laura (Energy Development) [mailto:Laura.Allen@decc.gsi.gov.uk]
Sent: 27 July 2016 08:34
To: Edwards, Steven
Cc: Libretto Denise (Energy Development); Leigh Gareth (Energy Development)
Subject: North Wales Wind Farms Connection - Addendums to the Book of Reference - please respond by 2pm today
Importance: High

Dear Mr Edwards,
On a without prejudice basis, I would be grateful if you could confirm that the Addendums to the Book of Reference, provided
to the Secretary of State on 30 June 2016 (Option A (Version 5 (Document Reference 4.3 Option A v5)) and Option B Version 3
(Document Reference 4.3 Option B v3)), amend the information contained in the original book of reference provided for both
Option A and Option B, and the subsequent Addendums to those Books of Reference, in relation to the applicable plot
numbers?
Therefore, based on the Applicant’s final draft Development Consent Order for Option A and Option B submitted to the
Examining Authority at Deadline 11 ([REP11-018] and [REP11-020]), if the Order is granted by the Secretary of State, the
“book of reference” would be defined as either:
For Option A - “the book of reference” means the book of reference (version 4) (as amended by the addendums to the
Book of Reference Option A versions 4 and 5) certified by the Secretary of State as the book of reference for the
purposes of this Order”, or
For Option B – “the book of reference” means the book of reference Option B (version 2) (as amended by the
addendums to the Book of Reference Option B versions 2 and 3) certified by the Secretary of State as the book of
reference for the purposes of this Order”.
I would be grateful if you could provide this confirmation by 2pm today.
Kind regards,
Laura

Laura Allen
Consent Manager, Energy Infrastructure Planning
Tel: 0300 068 2825
Laura.Allen@decc.gsi.gov.uk
3 Whitehall Place, London SW1A 2AW
www.gov.uk/beis | https://twitter.com/beisgovuk

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
______________________________________________________________________
==============================================================
Please consider the environment before printing this email.
If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and immediately delete
this message and any attachment hereto and/or copy hereof, as such message contains
confidential information intended solely for the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.
The use or disclosure of such information to third parties is prohibited by law and may give

rise to civil or criminal liability.
The views presented in this message are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily
represent the opinion of Scottish Power Energy Networks Holdings Ltd. or any company of its
group. Neither Scottish Power Energy Networks Holdings Ltd. nor any company of its group
guarantees the integrity, security or proper receipt of this message. Likewise, neither
Scottish Power Energy Networks Holdings Ltd. nor any company of its group accepts any liability
whatsoever for any possible damages arising from, or in connection with, data interception,
software viruses or manipulation by third parties.
==============================================================

013 - Email from the Applicant

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Edwards, Steven
Allen Laura (Energy Development); North Wales Wind Farm Connection
Thomas, Huw (Major Projects)
North Wales WFC EN020014
30 June 2016 09:09:49

Laura / Stefan,
Further to my letter dated 23 rd May 2016 regarding the above project where I indicated that an
updated Book of Reference would be submitted, please find attached to this email the following:
-

Addendum to the Book of Reference for Option A Version 5 (Document Reference 4.3
Option A v5); and
Addendum to the Book of Reference Option B Version 3 (Document Reference 4.3 Option B
v3)

The addendums explain the relevant plot number, the previous detail provided and the updated
reference.
I would be grateful if you could acknowledge this email and confirm that the documents are as
required.
Thank you,
Steve
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