From: Scobie, Catriona [mailto:catriona.scobie@aecom.com]
Sent: 28 January 2016 13:50
To: Edwards, Steven; North Wales Wind Farm Connection; Chris White; Steffan Jones
Cc: EDWARDS Tom (Thomas.Edwards@pinsentmasons.com); GRIFFITHS Richard
(Richard.Griffiths@pinsentmasons.com); Thomas, Huw (Major Projects); Downie, David (SolicitorEnergy Networks); HOLGATE Jennifer (Jennifer.Holgate@pinsentmasons.com)
Subject: NWWFC EN020014 - SOCG WG

Dear Chris,
North Wales Wind Farms Connection Project
Applicant: SP Manweb PLC
Reference: EN020014
I write further to SP Manweb’s submission for Deadline 11 which was submitted today. Included in
that submission was a Statement of Common Ground (SoCG)with the Welsh Government.
SP Manweb wishes to clarify the position reported in section 4.7 of that SoCG. The text in this section
has in part (bullet points (b) & (c) are correct) been superseded by submissions made to the
Examination by NRW (acting on behalf of Welsh Ministers) as follows:
1. NRW additional submission on Agenda Item 4.3 regarding Crown Land - 9 December
2015 (EV-041); and
2. Letter dated 19 January 2016 and included SP Manweb’s Response to Post Hearing
Submission from Interested Parties submitted at Deadline 10 (Examination library reference:
REP10-011)
The Examining Authority should consider the above submissions as accurately reporting the position
in relation to consent from the Welsh Ministers pursuant to section 135(1) and (2) of the Planning Act
2008. I should be grateful if you could pass a copy of this note to the Examining Authority.

On behalf of SP Manweb
With Kind Regards
Catriona

Catriona Scobie, MCIEEM
Principal Consultant, Environment and Planning
Tel: DD: 0161 927 8223, Mobile 07921 646 185
catriona.scobie@aecom.com
AECOM, AECOM House, 179 Moss Lane, Altrincham, WA15 8FH
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The Planning Act 2008
The Infrastructure Planning (Examination Procedure) Rules 2010
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Adran yr Economi, Gwyddoniaeth a Thrafnidiaeth
Department for Economy, Science and Transport

APPENDIX A

Sent by email to steven.edwards@spenergynetworks.co.uk
Steven Edwards
Environmental Planning
SP Energy Networks
3 Prenton Way
Prenton
CH43 3ET
28 January 2016
Dear Steven
A Draft Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) in relation to the application by
SP Manweb Plc ("SP Manweb") for development consent under the Planning
Act 2008 (the "Application") for a 132kV Overhead Line together with required
pedestrian and vehicular accesses, temporary construction compound,
construction laydown areas, mitigation planting and other integral works
("Proposed Development")
REQUEST FOR COMMENTS FROM THE WELSH GOVERNMENT ON THE
APPLICATION FOR THE PROPOSED NORTH WALES WIND FARM
CONNECTION PROJECT– EN020014
Thank you for submitting the Draft Statement of Common Ground to Welsh
Government (WG) for discussion.
Planning – the Planning Inspectorate published a number of questions on 3 August
2015, many of which were aimed at WG and would have a bearing on the claims
made in the draft SoCG.
Given this wider context we are not comfortable providing an isolated view on the
content of the SoCG in relation to planning matters as the two items need to be
considered together. See our letter to PINS dated August 2015.
4.3

Policy and Legislative Context

Whilst we agree the primary purpose of the DCO is the Overarching National Policy
Statement for Energy (EN-1) and the Electricity Network National Policy Statement
(EN-5) the matter of whether the Planning Statement has identified all material
planning policies at UK, National, and local level is a matter for the decision maker to
determine to their own satisfaction, as is the compliance or otherwise of the proposed
development with the policy tests.

Sarn Mynach,
Cyffordd Llandudno ▪ Llandudno Junction
LL31 9RZ

Ffôn * Tel 03000 625238
Ffacs * Fax 03000 625103
Gwenllian.roberts@wales.gsi.gov.uk

4.4 Content of the Environmental Statement
Historic Environment
Cadw has agreed the results and the findings of the heritage assessment and have
no particular concerns. The route has been informed by the heritage assessment
and avoids any direct impacts on designated historic assets whilst minimising any
setting impacts on Scheduled Monuments / historic landscapes. The wooden pole
and line is unlikely to raise any significant issues in this case.
4.4 Traffic and Transport
Having had sight of the plans the route does not cross any trunk roads as the A55(T)
is beyond the northern limits of the scheme. Therefore, Welsh Government, as trunk
road authority, is not affected and has no comments. In terms of a planning response
Welsh Government would therefore issue a ‘no direction’, i.e. it would not direct any
planning conditions to be included in any permission.
Abnormal Indivisible Loads (AIL) would only be associated with either the wind farm
components (turbine / blades) or the substation (new transformer). As the application
only appears to be the overhead cables, WG don’t foresee any AIL issues and
therefore the comments remain for information only.
4.5 Content of the Habitats Regulations Assessment No Significant Effects
Report
We note concerns from NRW on a significant number of points and possible
discrepancies on cumulative effect (6.15). Once NRW is content, we would have no
further concerns except on the issue of Greenland Whitefronted Geese (GWfG) (6.1,
6.2, 6.5, 6.6). Since the previous consultation two GWfG were sighted in Shropshire
last winter. There are similar occasional sightings over a wide area of North and
West Wales as far south as Llanelli and Marloes Mere (Pembrokeshire).
GWfG migration includes a feeding stop-over in Iceland, so the approach to the
British Isles is not as asserted in the NSER, but from the north; return is by that
route. Radio tracking by C Penycuick of Bristol University for the BBC of birds
overwintering on the Solway showed them to be using the corridor between the
mainland and Western Isles. On that basis landfall would be plausible at any point on
the north Wales coast, and might include birds en route to the Dyfi or beyond. On a
number of occasions groups from the Dyfi population have been observed
approaching the Dyfi SPA from the east. However, to our knowledge, there has been
no monitoring of such movements over inland North Wales.
General precautions in respect of large birds would probably minimise any risk to this
endangered and iconic species.

WG is now funding some tracking work on Greenland White-fronted Geese to help
clarify some of the uncertainties around flight patterns for this species.

WG suggest the Manweb contact RSPB and/or NRW about engaging with the
research as it may have some relevance to this and other energy projects.
However, we note Denbighshire County Council’s suggestion that all or part of the
line should be undergrounded on the grounds of visual amenity. Any proposal to
underground should take full account of the increased nature conservation
implications of so doing, including the implications for habitat disruption, not only
during construction, but also in later maintenance, repair, renewal etc.
In the light of the publicity attracted by the unfortunate electrocution of an osprey in
this area last year, WG would ask that due regard be given to such risks when
selecting design details of the support structures, insulators, spacing between
components, etc.
SP Manweb should note that the Environment (Wales) Bill was introduced by the
Assembly in May 2015 and is expected to become law in April 2016. When it does, it
will enhance the biodiversity duty of public authorities in Wales above the current
provisions of the NERC Act. This should be borne in mind when preparing material
for decision-making beyond April.
From a Nature Conservation Policy perspective WG has no other concerns about the
SoCG as drafted, provided the views and advice of NRW continue to be given due
regard.

4.6

Content of the Draft Development Consent Order

4.6.1 Ref 1, 2, 3 - WG have the following comments and therefore do not agree
Article 9 – Application and modification of the Hedgerow Regulations 1997
The Hedgerow Regulations 1997 (S.I. 1997/1160) were made under section 97 of the
Environment Act 1995. The power in section 97 was devolved to the Welsh Ministers
under article 2 of, and Schedule 1 to, the National Assembly for Wales (Transfer of
Functions) Order 1999 (S.I. 1999/672). Therefore the vires of including such a
provision in the DCO to be made by the Secretary of State is questioned. Given that
the regulations are devolved its inclusion could be perceived to be undermining the
boundaries of the devolution settlement.
Schedule 10 Article 3 (Appeals)
This drafting requires that any appeal must be submitted to the Secretary of State
rather than the Welsh Ministers. WG would wish to query why the applicant considers
that an appeal made against a local planning authority in Wales should be heard by
the Secretary of State rather than the Welsh Ministers?
Schedule 1 (page 25) Work No. 2A( c)
This includes provision for “works to alter the position of existing services” which is
defined in paragraph 2.5.3 and 2.6 of the EM to comprise lower voltage electrical

lines which comprise part of the “wider project” and do not form part of the DCO. WG
would welcome some clarity on this point of whether the lower voltage power lines
(which would not form a NSIP as they are under 132kv) are being, or are not being,
included within the DCO?
Transport - According to the submitted information the proposed works do not cross
any trunk roads, therefore a no direction response is issued from the Transport
Division.
CADW - No further comments from Cadw regarding designated scheduled
monuments, however, Manweb will need to enter into a separate SoCG with Clwyd
Powys Archaeological Trust on non-designated assets.
Yours sincerely

Gwenllian Roberts
Deputy Director - Energy Wales Unit

