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Subject: FW: Botley West Solar Farm - Stop Botley West campaign, Oxfordshire

 

From: KSW Acorn Chambers    
Sent: 03 July 2023 17:33 
To: White, Chris <CHRIS.WHITE@planninginspectorate.gov.uk>; Jones, Hefin 
< >; NI Enquiries <NIEnquiries@planninginspectorate.gov.uk> 
Subject: Botley West Solar Farm ‐ Stop Botley West campaign, Oxfordshire 
Importance: High 

 
Dear Mr White and Mr Jones, 
 
Re: Botley West Solar Farm (BWSF) Na onal Infrastructure Project. 
 
I understand you are the Opera ons Lead and Opera ons Manager (respec vely) for the NSIP Planning Inspectorate 
Office, for Na onal Infrastructure and Energy.  
 
I am the Chair for the Oxfordshire residents‘ group which objects to this scheme and has adopted the name “Stop 
Botley West campaign, Oxfordshire” (SBW).; we were mandated in December 2023, with charitable status pending 
approval. We have approximately 1850 signed up members and a total of around 55,000 residents across the three 
key sites which would be impacted by this scheme in Oxfordshire. 
 
Please be aware that SBW intends to register as an Rule 6 /“Interested Party” in the DCO process for this project, in 
due course. We further intend to be legally and professionally represented. 
 
However, at this stage we wish to make a strategically important point in respect of the Scoping Report recently 
published (15th June 2023 )by the Applicants’ consultants. 
 
Although described by the Applicants as one scheme, in land use terms this proposal clearly comprises 3 dis nct 
geographical areas. Each of these 3 elements of the proposals will impact on different groups of residents and 
businesses, different types of built and natural environment and sit within 3 separate Local Authori es, following 
different strategies, through different plans and policies (albeit through one ‘host’ authority).  
 
In order for the Inspectors (and, ul mately, the Secretary of State) to understand fully the detailed impacts of the 
applicants’ proposals and hear them being properly debated with those affected and our elected representa ves, 
we believe they need to be described for each of the three areas of the proposals and then aggregated.  
 
The impression given by the Scoping Report is that the Environmental Statement will only provide the aggregated 
impacts. This would require all other par cipants to disaggregate these impacts in order to understand and assess 
the local impacts.  
 
As well as being unfair to the three Local Authori es and local objectors with their limited resources, it would, 
inevitably waste considerable amounts of pre‐Inquiry and Inquiry  me trying to separate out the local impacts if 
they are not detailed in the EIA.  
 
The onus and obliga on should be on the Applicants to provide this basic informa on. Simply providing the 
aggregated data would give them an unfair advantage. We request the Inspectorate consider this inappropriate 
inequality and explore advising the Applicants accordingly.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
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Karen Squibb‐Williams 
Chair ‐ Stop Botley West campaign, Oxfordshire 
M:   
www.stopbotleywest.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

KAREN SQUIBB-WILLIAMS 
REGISTERED BARRISTER 

Acorn Chambers 
The Studio, 43 Heath Lane, Bladon,  
Woodstock, Oxfordshire, OX20 1RZ, UK
  +44 (0)1993 813406
  

Specialising in Forensic Sciences, 
Technology, Expert Evidence & Procurement, 

International Judicial Governance. 
 

 

 

Consider the environment. Do you really need to print this email?
 

Acorn Chambers is regulated by the Bar Standards Board, High Holborn, London, UK. 
VAT: GB 242 5387 08 
This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the intended recipients. If you are not an
intended recipient you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by
e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. E-mail transmission cannot
be guaranteed to be secure or error-free as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or
incomplete, or contain viruses. The sender therefore does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents
of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is required please request a hard-copy 
version. 
 

 

Please take a moment to review the Planning Inspectorate's Privacy Notice which can be 
accessed by clicking this link. 

wwwx.stopbotleywest.com



