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U ontvangt niet vaak e-mail van  Meer informatie over waarom dit belangrijk is

Dear sir / madam,
 
Thank you very much for the opportunity to react on the Environmental Impact Assessment of
the Proposed Development of Outer Dowsing Offshore Wind. Please find below the comments
from the Netherlands at this stage of the consultation process, with inputs provided by the
Dutch ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management, the Ministry of Economic Affairs and
Climate Policy, and the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality.
 
 

-      We have not been able to find whether any mitigating measures are taken for
underwater noise. Whilst no direct effects of this are expected in Dutch waters, but
there will be displacement potentially to Dutch waters. For this reason, it would still be
good to consider at mitigating measures. Examples include the prior deployment of an
Acoustic Deterrent Device (ADD) followed by a 'slow and soft' start, and measures such
as a bubble curtain could also be used during pile driving.

-      For birds, it is not (clearly) described whether species could be disturbed by the wind
turbines during migrations.

-      In the Netherlands, permits for wind turbines larger than 1000ft+ (305 meters) are not
yet granted. We wonder whether there are any implications for any migratory birds,
specifically due to the greater height.

-      We are pleased to see that our earlier requests for a focus on commercial species and
fishing gear relevant for the Dutch fleet have been further investigated. The focus on
cumulative impact of wind energy and MPA measures on commercial fisheries is very
important and contributes significantly to a transparent and thorough impact
assessment. The Netherlands uses a similar approach but also focuses on the
(cumulative) impact on the fishing communities and supply chain. The loss of specific
fishing grounds may lead to an impact further on in the supply chain and/or fishing
community. Further impact assessments and mitigation measures should also take
these aspects into account.

 
 
We very much appreciate the systematic approach and the stakeholder process, and we would
welcome the opportunity to stay involved in the remainder of the process on a regular basis.
 
 
 

With kind regards,

Sven Borghart
Advisor North Sea
 
Rijkswaterstaat Zee en Delta
Department Network Development and Vision
Visitors address: Lange Kleiweg 34 | 2288 GK | Rijswijk 
Correspondance address: Postbus 2232 | 3500 GE | Utrecht
Invoice address: Postbus 2232 | 3500 GE | Utrecht
E-mail: 
Phone: +
www.rijkswaterstaat.nl/en

…………………………………………………………..
Water. Wegen. Werk. Rijkswaterstaat
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Mr. Boris de GROOT and Ms. Maartje 
van RAVESTEIJN 


 
Ministry of Infrastructure and Water 


Management 
Rijkswaterstaat 
P.O. Box 2232 


3500 GE Utrecht 
 


BY EMAIL: point-
notification.espoo@rws.nl  
 


 


Your Ref:  


Our Ref: EN010130-000675-240524 


Date: 24 May 2024 
 


 


 
Dear Mr de Groot and Ms van Ravesteijn 


 
Planning Act 2008 and The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2017 – Regulation 32 


 
Proposed Application by GT R4 Limited, trading as Outer Dowsing Offshore 


Wind (the Applicant) for an Order Granting Development Consent for the 
Outer Dowsing Offshore Wind (the Proposed Development) 
 


Secretary of State consultation with EEA State in accordance with Regulation 
32 of the EIA Regulations 


 
Further to previous correspondence, we note that your State wishes to participate 
under Regulation 32 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact 


Assessment) Regulations 2017 (EIA Regulations) regarding the examination of the 
above application under the Planning Act 2008 (PA 2008). 


 
In accordance with the Regulation 32 procedure, your State is now being given the 
opportunity to provide information to the Secretary of State on the proposed 


development. You may wish to provide information on: 
 


• The potential significant effects of the Proposed Development on the 
environment of your State; and  


• The measures envisaged to reduce or eliminate such effects. 
 
Where you have undertaken consultation with the public of your State or with the 


relevant authorities, where appropriate, it would be helpful to summarise these 
comments in your response letter. 


 
 


Operations Group 3 
Environmental Services 


Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 


Bristol BS1 6PN 


Customer Services: 
e-mail: 


0303 444 5000 
outerdowsingoffshorewind@planning


inspectorate.gov.uk  
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Information about the proposed application for development consent 


 
Information about the Proposed Development and about its likely significant effects is 
available in the application documents which includes: 


• The application and accompanying documents including the draft Development 
Consent Order (DCO);  


• The Environmental Statement and accompanying the application; 
• The Non-Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement; and  
• The Habitats Regulation Assessment Report. 


 
These documents are available on our website: 


 
https://national-infrastructure-


consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010130 
 
Timeframe for comments on the Proposed Development 


 
We propose a 6 weeks consultation period from the date of this letter for your State to 


provide comments to the Secretary of State on the application for the proposed 
development. On this basis the deadline for the comments is 5 July 2024. If we do 
not receive any comments by this date then we will assume that your State does not 


have any comments to make on the Proposed Development in accordance with the 
Regulation 32 procedure. We would be grateful if you could acknowledge receipt of 


this notification and confirm that the proposed timescale is acceptable. Your reply to 
the Secretary of State should be sent electronically to: 
outerdowsingoffshorewind@planninginspectorate.gov.uk  


 
Further information on the transboundary consultation process carried out under 


Regulation 32 can be found in the Planning Inspectorate’s Advice Note 12 available on 
the 'Find a National Infrastructure Project' website at the following location: 
 


https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-infrastructure-planning-advice-
notes 


 
Information about the decision making timetable 
 


The DCO application has been accepted for examination and the proposed 
development is now at the pre-examination stage. The remaining stages of the DCO 


process are: 
 
• Examination (the Examining Authority has a maximum of six months to carry 


out the examination);  
• Recommendation (three months for the Examining Authority to make a 


recommendation to the relevant Secretary of State); 
• Decision (three months for the relevant Secretary of State to make a decision 


on whether to grant or refuse development consent); and  


• post-decision (six week legal challenge period).  
 


Registering as an Interested Party 
 


Under other legislation, there is another way you may become involved in the 
examination process – this is by registering as an interested party. This will mean that 
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your State will be automatically kept informed about the progress of the application 
and the decision and you will be invited to take part in the examination. Please note 


that registering as an interested party is a separate process, not part of the 
Regulation 32 procedure, but does not alter your rights under Regulation 32. The 
deadline to register as an interested party for this application closes on 13 June 


2024 at 23:59. 
 


Further information about registering as an interested party can be found in the 
Planning Inspectorate’s Advice Note 8.2, available on the 'Find a National 
Infrastructure Project' website: 


 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-infrastructure-planning-advice-


notes 
 


If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us at 
outerdowsingoffshorewind@planninginspectorate.gov.uk  
 


Yours Sincerely 
 


Helen Lancaster 
 
Helen Lancaster 


Operations Lead 
on behalf of the Secretary of State  
 


 
 


 
 
 


This communication does not constitute legal advice. 


Please view our Privacy Notice before sending information to the Planning Inspectorate. 
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