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00:02 
For the key to be three low carbon gas power station project. Before I introduce myself, I will do with a 
few preliminary matters. Can I check with the case team that you can hear me in the meeting recording 
and the live streaming of this event have started please. I can't hear you, Chris. Thank coding has 
started. And Joe's just going to check a live stream. Okay, well, I'll proceed, but can you confirm hasn't? 
We'll do. Okay, thank you very much. I've just got a confirmation that live stream is working. So thank 
you very much both. With regard to introductions, I am Christopher Butler. I was appointed on the 12th 
of August 2021. Under Section 65 of the Planning Act 2018, as amended under delegated authority 
from the Secretary of State as a single examining inspector to examine this application. You will also 
hear from him he referred to as the examining authority. I am a chartered member of the royal Town 
Planning Institute and have academic qualifications in Town and Country Planning. I have made a 
declaration of interests responding to the planning inspectorate is conflict of interest policy and I can 
confirm that have no declarable interests in relation to this appointment. Can I also introduce my 
planning expatriate colleagues working with me on this examination, some of whom you will have 
spoken to already, Liam Feder is the case manager leading the planning expatriates casing for this 
application and He is accompanied by joseffer. The project case officer in addition, technician from 
production 78 is in attendance solely for the purpose of managing the recording and the live stream in 
this meeting. And I would also like to add the other colleagues from the planning Inspectorate may join 
the preliminary meeting as observers only as part of the planning spectrum its commitment to 
continuing professional development. The preliminary meeting is taking place virtually online, but the 
format content and procedure will be will be very similar to the traditional face to face preliminary 
meetings that have been held in previous developed consent examining order examinations. However, 
I'm conscious of video conferencing fatigue and I will aim to keep the proceedings as focused and as 
efficient as possible. To assist with this I have issues adding speed and my rule six letter at the eighth 
of November 2021. And this sets out the introduction to the preliminary meeting process. I trust that 
you've all read this in advance and I will only be providing a summary of the key points in this meeting 
this morning. I will be examining an application number e n 010114 which is an order for development 
consent for the key BT low carbon gas power station project and nationally significant infrastructure 
project. The application has been made by key generation limited. You will find information about the 
application and the documents produced for this examination on the planning spreadsheets national 
infrastructure website. This way webpage or website has a landing page for this project and further 
pages that set out the examination procedure, the timetable relevant representations and examination 
documentations. My rock six letter of the eighth of November 2021 includes the web address, I would 
encourage you to take a look at the website if you haven't already done so, because the examining 
authority will be using it to communicate with you and to provide access to documents throughout the 
examination. I will now make some brief points about today's meeting. Could I ask the case team to 
share the agenda on screen please? 
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03:45 
Thank you Liam. The agenda for today's meeting is on screen and for those with small screens or on 
the telephone it will be helpful if you have a paper copy in front view. And to refer to it as we go through 
today's business. It can be found at Annex A to my rule six letter at the eighth of November 2021. And 
no to this meeting will be produced in a digital recording will be made both of which will be made 
available on the net, the project page and the National Infrastructure website that I referred to earlier. 
The application has also arranged for this meeting to be live streamed on the website of production 78. 
Please be aware that the chat function on the production 7078 website page is not in use. The 
recording allows any member of the public who has an interest in the application and the examination 
to find out what has happened, whether they were able to attend the meeting or not. To assist viewers 
and listeners I would ask anyone speaking to introduce themselves each time they speak. In terms of 
the virtual method we're using today. When a preliminary meeting is held with all participants present in 
person. The examining authority uses visual clues and recognise, to recognise and manage and invite 
all contributions. In the virtual event like today that's not always possible I will require a more structured 
approach for this virtual meeting. I intend to do introduce the agenda items in turn, and invite each 
person to speak at the relevant moment. When you join the arrangements conference just before the 
staff meeting, you confirm your name and the agenda item on which you wish to, you have requested to 
speak to the case manager. That information has been passed to me and I know when you wish to 
speak, and I will use this information to ensure that you are introduced at the relevant item. If any 
parties are admitted to this meeting late or experiencing technical issues which prevent them from 
speaking at the time they have requested, the case manager will inform me and I will do my best to 
ensure that they heard before the close of the meeting. Please wait before you wait until you are invited 
to speak each time you come to speak. Each time you speak please introduce yourself by your name 
and your organisation. I need this to verify that the correct person is speaking and to locate the 
submissions that you have made. It also assists any live party or any party watching the live stream or 
the recording. To assist me and to help me in the smooth running of the meeting speakers should 
ensure that their points remain relevant to the agenda item at hand and be polite to all other speakers. 
Please do not interrupt any others. And examination is issues based. If someone speaks before you 
and puts a point that you agree with there is no need to repeat that point. It is sufficient for you just to 
say that you agree with the point that the previous speaker is made. 
 
06:28 
And then move on to the next point. speakers who interrupt or discourteous to other other speakers will 
be warned. In such circumstances is it important to be aware that all an award of costs can be applied 
for and made against a person who is behaving unreasonably, and that repeated interruptions or 
disruption of this meeting offer first warning, or a request to stop is in principle deemed to be 
unreasonable behaviour. This meeting has been held on the Microsoft Teams platform but the chat 
function is not in use. If a fully active participant using the team's platform wishes to make an additional 
unscheduled contribution, they can use the hands up function through though please be aware that this 
is often delayed, I will come to you at an appropriate moment in the proceedings. Telephone 
participants can indicate by the same request by stating their name and appropriate breaking the 
proceedings. In both cases, please wait until you are invited to make your point. At this time, I should 
acknowledge the submission from the applicant which was received a procedural deadline, the 
procedural deadline of Friday the 26th of November 2021. In terms of in terms of the applicants 
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submission they have requested examining authority uses its discretion to accept an updated flood risk 
assessment into the examination, which I have done with the document being accepted as additional 
submission as 010. They've also requested a change to the timetable, which I've proposed, which I've 
proposed and I propose to discuss their change requests at Agenda Item five, the draft examination 
timetable. No submissions were received in regard to the subject matter, nature and number of issues 
specific hearings that may be held in the future in regard to this, this internal consent order application, 
but I but this can be again discussed Item six should it be required. Before we get into the introductions, 
I would briefly like to make comments on the examination process and I will provide a summary of the 
key points about the purpose of this preliminary meeting and the examination process that will follow it. 
As I mentioned, this is already already this is set out in greater detail in Annex B to my rule six letter of 
the eighth of November 2021. Please do read this carefully if you haven't already done so. So firstly, 
the purpose of the meeting the purpose of the preliminary meeting is to it being held is to discuss 
arrangements for the examination of an application for an order for develop consent for the key B three 
low carbon gas power station project, a carbon gas powered social project which is a national 
infrastructure significant infrastructure project. This this preliminary meeting focuses on process only 
and it will not look at the substance of the proposal, questions, discussions and representations about 
the merits has merits or disadvantages of the proposed development and the application are for the 
examination itself. This will begin the day after the close of this preliminary meeting. You will find 
information about the application and in due course documents proposed produced on for the 
examination on the planning spreadsheets national infrastructure website, the address of which is set 
out in my rule six letter of the eighth of November 2021. My proposal proposals for the examination are 
also set out in that letter. This premium meeting is your opportunity to influence the process that I 
intend to follow during the course of the examination. In summary terms the Meet the preliminary 
meeting will establish the procedures and type timetable for the examination of the proposed 
development. It will thus set the framework for the examiner authorities task which is to enable the 
Secretary of State to consider and decide the application. I will do this by identifying relevant policy and 
examining the application in the light of it was touching on government policy and guidance I should 
mention the Secretary of State has published draft revised revised energy national policy statements for 
consultation with that consultation having now closed. However, the Secretary of State has decided that 
for applications accepted for examination before the designation of any revised energy national policy 
statements, the 2011 suite of national policy statements should have effect in accordance with the 
terms of those national policy statements. And your revised Energy National Policy Statement will 
therefore have effect only in relation to those applications for development consent accepted for 
examination after the designations of those amendments. However, any emerging draft national policy 
statement or those designated but not having effect are potentially capable of being important and 
relevant considerations in the process decision in the decision making process. The extent to which 
they are relevant is a matter for the relevant Secretary of State to consider within the framework of the 
Planning Act. And with regards to the specific circumstances of each development consent order 
application, I would stress that it is not for the examining authority and it's not the examining and 
authorities role to consider the merits of the policy, but to consider the proposed development within the 
parameters of the National Policy Statement and any other policy that is important and relevant. 
Secondly, I wanted to say a few words about the remainder of the process of the examination process. 
The examination, the examination of this national significant of infrastructure project will commence 
once the preliminary meeting has been closed. The examination process is primarily written one and it 
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is of an inquisitorial it has an inquisitorial approach as to an adversarial one. This means that it will be 
for the examining authority to probe test assess and the evidence primarily through written questions, 
cross examination of witnesses by other parties will not generally be allowed. The draft examination 
timetable includes numerous opportunities for parties to provide evidence in writing. These are detailed 
in Annex D to my rule six letter. following the close of the preliminary meeting, the examining authority 
has the discretion to make changes to the examination timetable, and if possible, events will be 
arranged for times when all relevant parties are available. However, the examining authority is under a 
legislative duty to complete the examination of the application by the end of a period of six months 
beginning after the close of the preliminary meeting. So whilst I will try to accommodate requests in 
practice, there will be very little scope to alter the drive the dates set out in the draft examination 
timetable, given the uncertainties that remain about holding face to face face hearings later in the 
examination, I've tried to remain retain as much flexibility as possible in the timetable. 
 
12:56 
I will now take some I will now mention some of the events that might take place during the course of 
the examination. These would usually be held face to face but for this examination they may need to be 
wholly or partly virtual. Depending on any public health restrictions that may apply at the time. An 
examination is typically typically includes some hearings. The draft examination timetable includes 
provisions for these witnesses are invited to speak and and the hearings are used by the examining 
authority to gather and test all evidence. There are three types of hearing that may be held the first 
firstly, Any registered interested party may request an open floor hearing to make oral representations 
about the applications if they believe this to be favourable to restrict preferable than restricting their 
comments to written the written form. Although I would stress both carry equal weight, the second is a 
compulsory acquisition hearing related to the compulsory acquisition and temporary possession of land 
and rights. These occur were affected persons may request a compulsory acquisition hearing to make 
oral representations about the applications if they believe this to be preserved preferable to restrict in 
their representations to the written form, though again, both carry equal weight. Finally, the examining 
authority has the discretion to old issue specific hearings, if they would aid the examination and there is 
a specific reason that we're more helpful than the reliance on the written evidence alone. Additionally, 
the examining authority may hold an issue specific hearing on the draft development consent order, this 
is normal practice and it would be held on all without prejudice pated basis, parties can not suggest 
modifications and amendments to the draft draft order provided by the applicant without prejudice in 
their overall position on the application. An application also includes site inspections and there are two 
main types of these that may be undertaken by the examining authority part as part of the process. 
These are known as unaccompanied site inspections and accompanied site inspections. information in 
regards to all forms at the site inspections are available on the planning Inspectorate national 
infrastructure website. The purpose of the inspections For the examiner authority to see features of the 
proposal within the context of the evidence put forward. I've already undertaken two unaccompanied 
site inspections and notes of these unaccompanied sites. inspections have been published on the 
project page of the planning Inspectorate national infrastructure website. It is possible that I may 
undertake further under Company site inspections in due course, if they are required. In terms of 
accompanied site inspections I intend to discuss this matter further in item six dates and formats of 
hearings and company site inspections that is detailed below. At the conclusion of the examination, the 
examination authority will provide a recommendation report to the Secretary of State for business 
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energy and industrial strategy, who will consider the evidence and review the recommendation before 
making a final decision on the application. That concludes the key points that I wish to raise about the 
process today. But please do read my Annex B or the rule six letter for further details. Does anybody 
need clarification on these general matters around the examination process that will not be covered by 
other items in the agenda 
 
16:05 
and got no indication so I'm going to proceed to introductions. Whilst those that joined the attendance 
conference earlier have already given details you will not have been introduced to those that are here 
today or to those who are following the examination via the live streaming or the recording. shortly I'll 
be asking you individually to set your date for your details. But before I do so, just a few things to 
remember over I've already advised you that this meeting is being recorded. Because this is a virtual 
meeting, it will be listened to by attendees in many different locations both during and after the event, 
and their participation is just as important as ours. At this stage, I must make it clear to you that 
because the digital recordings that we make are retained and published. They form a public record that 
can contain your personal information and to which the general data protection regulations apply. The 
planning inspectors practices to retain and publish the recordings for a finite period of five years from 
the Secretary of State's decision on the development consent order. It is important that you understand 
that the meeting is being recorded and that the session is being live streamed and that the recording 
will be retained and published. If you prefer not to have your image recorded, you can keep your 
camera switched off and only turn the microphone on to speak. To avoid the need to edit the digital 
recording, I would ask that you try your best not to add information which into the public record that you 
wish to be kept private and confidential. If you are I consider there is no such alternative to the 
disclosure of such information, I will agree a process to enable it to be made available without forming 
part of the public record. The normal way to do this would be to ask you to make your general oral 
submissions but to include any private and confidential information that you need to support it in a 
written document. Whilst the written document will also need to be published, it can be redacted. This is 
a process in which the personal content is removed before the publication takes place. It follows that if 
you begin to make an oral submission that appears to include the information that should normally be 
kept private and confidential, I would check with you to ensure that you you consent to the retention 
and publication of that material. If you do not you will be offered the opportunity to submit that material 
in writing. Does anybody have any questions about the terms on which these digital recordings are 
made? Again, I'm receiving no indication so I'm going to proceed. I would like to hear introductions from 
anyone who has requested to be heard either on their own behalf or representing another person or 
organisation. I need to know your name, the persons or organisation that you're representing, if any, 
and the role and your role and briefly confirm which agenda items on which you intend to speak. So I'm 
going to actually invite the applicant to introduce themselves first. I think that's the best way to do this. 
And then I will come to I believe North Lincolnshire counsel and then client. So the applicant would you 
introduce yourself is Mr. Westmoreland Smith. Are you going to speak on behalf of all your clients and 
introduce them? 
 
19:12 
Yes, I will be so good morning. As you say I'm Mark Westland Smith. I'm a barrister I practice from 
Francis Taylor building. And I'm instructed by Michel Vass who is a partner at Dentons UK and Middle 
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East LLP and she's on the call. Our client is our new little equally and you can see the spelling on the 
list of participants. He is the project manager at SS e we also have on the call Dr. Richard lo he is the 
project lead and director at a calm we've got Suzanne Evans is the IEMA principal er A prediction and 
an associate at a calm and finally calling Turnbull, who's the planning lead and partner at D W. D. 
 
20:12 
Okay, thank you very much. In that case, can we now have North Lincolnshire Council, please? 
 
20:22 
Yeah, thank you. So good morning, everybody. My name is Andrew law. My job title is development 
Management Specialist at North Lincolnshire Council. My role will be to be the the lead officer on behalf 
of the council and managing our technical experts and producing the local impact report and statement 
of common ground. I've not made a specific request to speak on any agenda items, but it was 
anticipated that the examining authority would wish to seek the authorities view potentially on agenda 
items three, five and six. Okay, that's 
 
20:59 
noted. Thank you very much, Mr. Law. And clientearth, please. 
 
21:07 
Good morning, sir. My name is Sam Hunter Jones. I'm an in house lawyer at clientearth. Environmental 
Law charity. I hardly have any intention to add on any. Thank you. 
 
21:30 
I'm sorry, Mr. Hunt. Jones. But your your link was breaking up again there. Would you like to try your 
introductions again? 
 
21:40 
Apologies. Can you hear me? Well now? Yeah, it seems to be slightly better. Thank you. Sorry about 
that. Samantha Jones in house lawyer at clientearth. Environmental Law charity. And I don't anticipate 
necessarily speaking to any agenda items, but may wish to respond to the points made on agenda item 
three. 
 
22:01 
Okay, that's perfect. And that was much, much clearer at that time. Thank you very much. I guess 
you've moved to another part of the house or something or the office that you're in. Thank you both. 
And all of you for your introductions. Have I missed any organisational party present today? There's 
nobody on my list. But just in case, I'm gonna ask if there's anybody else presently wishes to speak. I'm 
getting no indication. So thank you all for your introductions. They are now complete. Before we move 
on to the next agenda item. Does anyone have any burning questions on the introductory or criminal 
nature that need to be resolved now that will not be or not arise under any other agenda items on 
today's meetings? Additionally, does anyone have any questions about how to participate all the 
technology generally? 
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22:54 
No, thank you, sir. 
 
22:55 
Okay, thank you very much. So moving on to Agenda Item three, because we've done the first to the 
initial assessment of principle issues. Can I ask for Aleksey, for my rule six letter to be put onto the 
screen, please. Mr. fedden. said thank you. If the technology again doesn't allow you to see this, you 
can see it in Annex C to my rule six letter of the eighth of November. And it would be handy for any 
party that can't actually see it, have it in front of them as a paper copy. The list will provide the 
framework of issues for the examination going forward, though it does not preclude me from amending 
list by removing or adding issues at a later stage in the process. I I've had following your discussions 
this morning. I've had two indications of potential wish to speak that's both from client earth if they wish 
to respond to any comments, I think and the same comment really from Northeast Lincolnshire council. 
So I would I would ask them both. I'd start with client. I do want to say anything specific on the initial 
assessment of principle issues that was was issued with my zanic seat my rule six letter. 
 
24:15 
Thank you, sir. No, no, I don't at this stage and I thank you. 
 
24:17 
Okay. Thank you. North Lincolnshire Council, would you like to say anything specific in relation to 
Annex C, the initial assessment of principal issues that was attached to the rule six? 
 
24:27 
Thank you, sir. No, no, no specific comments. I think it's a robust list of issues. I think the the only point 
that I would maybe make is there are a couple of issues there that we potentially would not be 
commenting on with regards to compulsory compulsory acquisition. And just to point out that we do lack 
expertise in climate change, which has been listed as one of the key issues but we do obviously feel 
that they are key issues for the examining authority. 
 
24:59 
Okay, aren't just making a note indeed, we probably wouldn't expect you to comment on the post 
requisitioning temporary position unless you actually had land affected by those things. But your 
comments are noted. Coming back to client Earth, do you want to respond in any way to those 
comments? 
 
25:24 
No, I'm I'd also say that we were happy with the initial list of issues. And yeah, just to confirm that point. 
 
25:33 
Okay. And then as a final rites of reply with the applicant like to say anything. 
 
25:41 
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Mark Western and Smith, the applicant? No, thank you. So as we indicated in our procedural deadline, 
a submission letter. we contend that your your issues cover everything appropriately. So thank you. 
 
25:57 
Okay, thank you very much for that. Moving on to Agenda Item four, the procedures decisions taken by 
the examining authority. I'd now ask you to turn to Annex II at the rule six letter, where you will note the 
executive authority has made a number of procedural decisions. Again, if you don't have access to this 
on screen, if you look at Annex C to my rule six sorry Annex E to my rule six letter that lists the 
procedural decisions that were made, issued with the rule six letter. They included requests for 
submissions of local impact records by deadline one request for statements of common ground 
requests for regular updates during the examination, including updates on a guide to the application 
and a schedule of changes to the draft development consent order, which will be updated whenever the 
draft of an order has changes made to it, the acceptance of additional submissions into the examination 
at that point in time, and the the offering or the affording of admitted companies the opportunities to 
make statements or representations and or request to become interested parties. And he provided the 
the details behind those requests. And I don't propose to repeat those here. I also note the applicants 
comments on this matter in their response to the procedural deadline of the 26th of November in their 
letter of that same date. Does anyone have any questions with regard to the procedural decisions listed 
in the rule six letter? Okay, fine. Yes, Mr. Smalling Smith. 
 
27:34 
Thank you. So just no questions just to confirm what we said in our procedural decision letter. And to 
assure you that the SOC gees are in hand and we've submitted drafts to a number of organisations in 
the list and will have submitted drafts to the remainder in the list by the end of this week. Well, that's at 
least the plan. We did indicate two caveats. We said we're clarifying with Doncaster Metropolitan 
Borough Council and the Health and Safety Executive whether they thought they an socg was 
necessary and would participate. We've heard back from Doncaster and they've said they don't think 
it's necessary because they don't intend to participate in that degree. We health and safety we're yet to 
hear back from 
 
28:31 
Okay, fine. Okay. That's very helpful. Thank you very much. I would, I would just say I'd like to 
acknowledge the applicants for the 26th November where they have also advised that they intend to 
provide periodic updates on the position in relation to land acquisition, including a refresher of the book 
of reference in any matters relevant to in relation to the SSC group companies at a later at later 
deadlines. However, I, I think, as the examining authority, it's best to formalise such an offer. And as 
such, I proposed to make further procedural decisions when I issue the rule eight letter that says that 
each deadline the applicant should provide the compulsory acquisition updates. Sorry, starting that 
each deadline the application provides compulsory acquisition schedules, which provides the most up 
to date information regarding the negotiations on voluntary agreements with affected persons in respect 
of compulsory acquisition and temporary possession. With the final version being submitted at deadline 
six, whichever that final deadline date is agreed, and that the applicant provides updates on the 
progress that has been made on effective persons to date in regard to compulsory acquisition and 
temporary possession no later than the deadline to as a starting point for that with an update to the 
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book of reference. And that the that is something issued at the same deadline, which would be deadline 
to whichever date that finally is agreed as well. I'd ask the applicant to comment in relation to those 
matters, please. 
 
30:11 
Mark Weston and Smith for the applicant. So that broadly reflects the offer made in our procedure or 
decision letters. So I don't anticipate any problems. And my whatsapp is not flashing red. So I think can 
you take it that we're happy with that unless I advise you differently in short order. 
 
30:33 
Okay. Thank you very much, Mr. Westmoreland. Smith, does anybody else any other party wish to 
comment on those additional procedural decisions that are intended to be issued at the rule late stage? 
I've got no indication. So I'm going to move on. Thank you very much. So moving on to the draft 
examination timetable, which is agenda item five. Thank you very much already pre pre pre put up the 
slide for me before I got there to request it. If you don't have the technology for this particular slide. 
Again, it's Annex D to my RA six letter and it would be handy for anybody that doesn't have the 
technology to look at this on the screen or their screen is particularly small for them to have a paper 
version in front of them. In the interest of brevity, I don't intend to read the draft timetable out for now, 
but I will highlight some key points. Firstly, however, I'm aware of an issue in relation to Deadline six of 
the draft examination timetable, where this deadline falls on a public holiday. I would therefore propose 
to bring it forward by 24 hours to Thursday the 14th of April 2021. I apologise for this and advise that 
following any consideration of comments made at this preliminary meeting this matter. In relation to this 
matter, it will be amended and finalised in the draft in the final draft timetable, which was issued with the 
rule eight letter. Turning to the examination deadlines as soon as practicable after this close of 
preliminary meeting, the examining authority will issue its rule eight letter, which will be finalised, which 
will finalise the timetable. At the same time, the examining authority intends to issue its first written 
questions on the application. And I would note that I have read the applicants response to the 
procedural deadline of the 26th of November and note their comment with regard to a preference for a 
date for the issuing of that letter that rule eight letter, but that I can't concede to providing a date. 
Because there are matters that may be outside of my control that would slightly delay any letter being 
issued. Although I would say that we have every intention of issuing it, in shorthand after the meeting. If 
it is considered necessary to make more one more than one round of written questions. I may issue 
further written questions and I have added an error in the timetable for further round written questions, 
which is currently pencilled in for the first of April 2022. I can also, if necessary, consider consider 
necessary at any point during the examination issue a specific request for information from named 
parties and this would be known as a rule 17 letter. Deadline one is currently timetabled for the 21st of 
November 2021. And on deadline one, amongst other things, the examining authorities expecting to 
receive written notification from those people or organisations who wish to speak at an open floor 
hearing a compulsory acquisition hearing, and or attend any accompanied site inspections. The local 
impact reports from the relevant local authorities and the statements of common grounds are also 
expected at this deadline. deadline to which are currently programmed for the 11th of January 2022. Is 
is is where the interested parties will need to submit their written representations to the application by 
and at this deadline. Amongst other things the examining examining authority will be expected the 
responses to the examining authorities first written questions and any comments on local impact 
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reports. As you will see from the draft examination timetable, there are further five proposed deadlines 
where the examiner authority requires information to be submitted and free experience. I do not intend 
to go through those in detail, but I note that I have one request to potentially speak on this item from 
North Lincolnshire and council. I also note that the applicants response to the amendments in my 
proposed examination timetable, which was attached at appendix one of the letter of the 26th of 
November, and that the an app that was submitted in response to the procedural deadline, I intend to 
invite the applicant to outline the purpose of this request, and the proposed revisions to the timetable 
shortly but first, I would like to deal with my draft timetable set out in Annex D to my letter of the eighth 
of November 2021. And I would invite North Lincolnshire council to speak on this item if they would like 
to 
 
35:02 
Thank you, Sir Andrew often often counsel. It was just really to make the examiner and authority aware 
that we we have liaised with the, with the applicant, they explained the reason for their request to 
amend deadline to just really to make yourself aware that that raises no concern for the local authority. 
And that we would we would support that change in the draft timetable, if you are minded to, to do it. 
 
35:32 
Thank you. Yeah, I know that. And we'll come on to the revised change shortly. But do you have 
anything on on the timetable that set out at Annex D specifically, as opposed to the variation timetable? 
 
35:45 
That No, I don't thank you, sir. Fine. Thank 
 
35:47 
you. Would client earth like to say anything on this item at all? Please? 
 
35:55 
Thank you, sir. No comments from our side? 
 
35:57 
Thank you very much. And the applicant, would you? Well, there's nothing actually to respond to. But I'll 
give you an opportunity to say something, if you wish. And then I'll invite you to, to speak on your 
revised timetable, if you prefer. 
 
36:17 
Thank you very much. So I'll focus on our proposed changes. But just before I do so. No, team, the 
deadline, six dates he mentioned falls on. I think it's good Friday? Yes, it does. And the intention to 
bring it forward to the 14th. If the timetable isn't amended. I think the intention is for you to issue any the 
second round of written questions. If there's a need for that, on the first of April. Great. That would give 
us effectively, just less than two weeks to respond to those questions. I think I can say that feels a little 
bit tight from the perspective of our teams. Obviously, it depends on the quantum of questions. But but 
a little bit more time, there would be of great assistance. But that's that's the only comment on the 
existing timetable in Annex D. As you're aware, so we've set out a proposal to amend that timetable. 
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And we set that out in the procedural deadline, a submission method, which we hope was helpful. 
There are no proposed changes prior to deadline to its deadline to that is the key change the risk and 
be understood as sort of consequential flowing from that change. And there's really three main points 
behind the request. The first is it's the recognition that deadline to is a key deadline, it includes the 
responses to your first written questions. And as you appreciate, that is a key and foundational point in 
the examination process. And we think, anyway, that you and the examination as a whole are aided by 
the very best responses to those first written questions. And as such, and as a generality more, rather 
than less time is beneficial to the examination process as a whole. Secondly, we just happen to be at a 
time of year when there's the Christmas holidays, etc. So they're less working days. And, you know, I 
don't found my submissions on that basis, but it's actually a real world point. And thirdly, and much 
more significantly, and we as you know, so are participating in the government competition for emitters 
seeking to connect to the track to one track one cc us cluster. And we've got the now the zero carbon 
Humber cluster, which encompasses keep B three, and having been selected as the track one cluster 
or one of them under the bay CCUS competition, and we found that out on the 19th of October of this 
year. We then got guidance on the eighth of November for the process going forward. And that process 
includes a detailed submission that needs to be made by the 21st of January, which covers all aspects 
aspects of the project, including commercial technical HSE and consents. And in short, it's complex 
because The size of the project, its technical aspects, the fact it's the first of the kind projects, there's 
some commercial aspects that have a degree of technicality about them. And there are a number of 
parties involved and appreciating the cluster nature of the wider project. And both the DCO and this 
base competition are of fundamental importance to this project as a whole. And so, of course, we wish 
to give you the very best responses we can to your first round of questions and to ensure they're both 
comprehensive and consistent with the base mission. And it's essentially in order to help us achieve 
that we seek your help in providing us a little bit more time to respond to your first written question. And 
it's those points that derive the suggested changes that that we've put in the annex to our procedural 
deadlines submission letter. 
 
41:14 
I've reviewed your timetable. I only have one point I want to make. And I want to hear from the council 
and client Earth on really in regard to the revised timetable. And they may or may not have any 
comments on it at all, I don't know. But I want to highlight the deadlines seven date, which is Tuesday, 
the 17th of May. That is the deadline for responses to the report for implications on European sites. 
Now, the National Infrastructure website and advice note number 10 indicates as guidance that we 
would normally give 21 days for that response. Whereas the the revised timetable to get it back into 
time with the suggested dates that that we initially issued, or that I initially issued, will only give 11 days 
effectively between those two timetables and not the 21 that the guidance indicates. And I want to know 
from the parties, whether that present day whether or not they have any concerns with regard to a 
reduced period of time to respond to the race the report for the implications on European sites because 
of that, before, obviously, or as part of the consideration as to whether or not to revise the timetable or 
not. So in that regard, firstly, do you have any comments that you would like to make? And then I'll ask 
the relevant people that are present to comment as well. 
 
43:03 
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No, sir, I only just to observe that there is a degree of flexibility between deadlines seven, and the end 
date for the examination process. There's three weeks as we've drafted it, and some of that time could 
be used, if thought appropriate. But otherwise, as I leave it to the council, respond, yeah, 
 
43:26 
I mean, I just so so the parties are fully aware, if you added the 21 days in that would take us to Friday, 
the 27th of May, which in essence only leaves I think it's seven working days for the remaining period to 
to respond because of the extended bank holiday that that happens at the beginning of June. So, it 
pulls things very tight at the end especially if we need to or if I need to make any procedural decisions 
or issue any additional regulation 17 letters, it virtually gives no time for anybody to respond if we 
extended beyond 17 to the to the to the 27th deadline 
 
44:22 
so the only the only further thing that I would say is what it could be a case of splitting the difference 
with might be a sensible way of managing it. And in this case, HRA issues are not from our perspective 
at least particularly complex, which may also be a factor to have in mind. 
 
44:51 
Okay, that's that's noted. Okay. Thank you very much. In that case on our firstly invite nothing counsel if 
they would like to comment on The applicant's suggested draft examination timetable, I know you've 
already indicated that you're, you're generally in agreement with it. But bearing in mind the points that 
I've just raised whether or not those formed part of your consideration, and also whether you're 
comfortable with the suggestion of the date as stands or a splitting between the dates, so so that we 
have a date in the middle ground area between the 17th and the 28th. Sorry, the 27th. 
 
45:37 
Yes, thank you, sir. Andrew will often often counsel and it probably is something that we hadn't 
considered. When originally commenting with regards to the proposed amended timetable, I think that I 
would be happy with a splitting of the differences is we're referring to it as a date between the 17th 17th 
and the fall as a comb. I think I mean, that I think that will be reasonable. And I think we would be would 
wouldn't cause us any undue concern in being able to provide a response for you. I may get shot for 
saying that, because I'll probably be relying quite heavily on the input from our ecologist or then in 
house, but I don't see that that causes us any concern. And I think that splitting of the difference would 
be a an acceptable compromise. 
 
46:28 
Okay. All right. Thank you very much understood. Can I ask whether the client Earth would like to make 
any comments on the revised timetable, please? 
 
46:40 
Thank you. No, we don't. Yeah, happy with that. difference approach. 
 
46:49 
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Sorry. Can I just confirm because you were splitting up throughout all the line was breaking up there. 
Again, I think you said that you're, you're happy with splitting the difference approach and that you 
didn't have any particular comments to make on that item? Is that correct? I think we've missed a 
hunter Jones, I think we've lost you completely. Are you there? For you, sir. Yes, that's right. All right. 
Thank you very much. I got that. That's correct. Okay. Thank you very much for your confirmation of 
that fact. Coming back to the applicant, is there anything you would like to say as a final right of reply in 
relation to that matter? No, thank you, sir. Okay, thank you very much. Okay, so thank you, I will 
consider the above matters. And I will take those into account in the finalising of the examination 
timetable. I've had no further requests to speak on this this agenda item. And as such, I'll come to deal 
with dates for hearing shortly, which is agenda item six, I believe. So So coming to that agenda item. 
Agenda item six. I will deal firstly, with site inspections. As I've indicated above, I have already 
undertaken to accompany site inspections which were carried out from public land, or public footpaths, 
where I observed the majority of the site and the Kosha locations associated with the development. 
Notes of my own company site inspections were published on the 10th of November 2021 and can be 
viewed on the project page of the national infrastructure website. As such, I do not propose to go 
through those notes in any detail. Now. I would also point out that I will have the possibility to undertake 
further on accompanying site inspections during the examination process if both proved to be 
necessary. Following my own accompany site inspections, I have gained a good understanding of the 
site and its surroundings. But there were parts of the site that I couldn't see particularly well from public 
vantage points and therefore, an accompanying site inspection is likely to be required. And the purpose 
of the unaccompanied site inspection is familiarisation. And no discussion of the merits of the proposed 
development would be entertained. I've also noted the applicants comments on the unaccompanied 
site inspections as set out in their procedural that in their response to the procedural deadline of the 
26th of November 2021. You will note from my draft examination timetable that I've included a deadline 
for submissions and prospective locations for company site inspections by interested parties and this is 
Tuesday the 21st of December currently, such insight inspections will only be necessary to view from 
land to which there is no public right of access, or with no clear view from nearby locations with open 
public access. Additional requests for prospective viewing points during the examination must be 
provide you with a good reason for viewing the site from that particular location. In my draft 
examination, timetable and accompanied site inspection, if required is potentially programmed for the 
week commencing the fourth of April 2021. And that's clearly subject to potential change if necessary. 
In the hope that current health, public health restrictions don't become more onerous and or new public 
health restrictions are put in place. If interested parties wish to attend and accompany sign specialist 
they should put such a request in writing by deadline one, which is currently Tuesday the 21st of 
November 2021. However, please note that if accompanied site inspection takes place on private land 
access onto that land for any interested party is at the discretion of the land owner. And the examining 
authority is not able to guarantee entry or rites of entry to those interested parties. If an interested 
parties have any further comments on the prospective locations for any company and site inspections, 
if one is to take place, please take into account the notes of the unaccompanied site inspections first, 
and those suggested by other parties before putting your suggestion in writing to me. Please also 
explain why you consider the accompanying site inspection from that location is particularly required. 
Does anybody have any questions or comments in relation to site inspections? Before we move on to 
hearings, please? 
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51:21 
Sir Mark Westland Smith, the applicant, just a couple of very short comments, first of all, so we're very 
content with your approach. And if you need to go on the site, of course, we can facilitate that. And we'll 
do so we also have some drone footage of the site which we prepared for pre application consultation 
activities, which we're very happy to share with the examination, in addition to accompany site 
inspections, and if the public of environment changes it might be instead of that, but there is that option 
there as an addition or replacement is a required. Okay, that's noted. 
 
52:09 
Thank you very much. Does anybody else have anything to say in relation to site visits before we move 
on to hearings? 
 
52:20 
Yeah, thank you, sir. Andrew, law of Northern Michigan. So just to just to confirm, really, I think the view 
of the authority was that a company site inspection probably would be required, given the sort of size 
and site and Vantage from sort of public points of view. So just to confirm, I think they saw it sounds like 
a conclusion that you've already reached yourself from your room on a company visits, but that that 
was the view of the authority as well. Okay, 
 
52:50 
as I say, suggested locations by deadline one, if at all possible, please. clientearth, would you like to 
say anything in relation to site visits? Or are you happy to for me to proceed? I've had no indication. So 
I'm going to move on. Just as a final right of reply to the applicant in relation to site visits. Do you have 
anything further to say? Again, there's nothing so I'm going to move on to hearings. Whilst Did 
somebody say something then? No. Okay. I'm gonna make 
 
53:36 
my comments. 
 
53:38 
Okay. All right. Thank you. Moving on to hearings. Whilst this preliminary meeting is being held virtually 
subsequent hearings could be held in person virtually or as a blended event. Sorry, once the payment 
has been held, virtually subsequent hearings could be held in person virtually or as a blended event 
and subject to any public health controls that may apply at the time. The examining authority has noted 
the applicants response to the procedural deadline of the 26th of November where they've stated that 
the applicant believes virtual meetings would remain the standard for this project for the consistency for 
consistency unless specific considerations dictate physical meetings are required. However, should 
public health advice remain as it currently stands, I consider it may be necessary or appropriate to to 
hold public meetings or hybrid meetings, blended meetings, I should say. And I may decide to or I may 
decide to hold all subsequent meetings in a more traditional manner. Should this be the case I will give 
as much warning as possible for any decisions that are made in relation to this so please keep an eye 
on the project page and the National Infrastructure website. The deadlines request for open floor 
hearings and compulsory acquisition hearings is the currently the deadline one which is the 21st 
December 2021. Should other hearings be deemed now necessary or requested by in interested 
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parties. My current draft timetable currently reserves the weeks commencing seventh of March 2022, or 
the 14th of March 2022. And or I should say that the 2014 March 25. Two, however, these weeks are 
reserved only for any hearings that may be considered necessary. And I do note that those dates 
change in the applicants revised shedule. Today, I've had no specific requests for any issue specific 
hearings. And I'd like to give this opportunity for any interested parties to comments on the nature of 
any issue specific hearings, they may consider necessary in relation to this matter. And as such, I think 
I will start with North Lincolnshire Council, please do you have any issue specific hearings that you 
would specifically think are appropriate that should be dealt with either virtually blended or in person? 
 
55:59 
Thank you, sir. Under Law for nothing, because your counsel, I think the authority are happy to be be 
led by yourself. To be honest, I don't think there's any any hearings, specifically at this point, things are 
unnecessary. And the vast majority of issues probably can be dealt with through written 
representations. But we will be happy to be led by yourself. And again, with with regards to the actual 
formatting of the hearing, I think it's a difficult time for everyone not knowing what's going to happen 
with public health, the ice, obviously, for for sort of local residents that may want to get involved. It is 
helpful if hearings can where possible, be held in person, but I think everybody now understands the 
challenges that we're facing, and we have successfully been party to it to virtual hearings and blended 
hearing. So perfectly happy to be like myself, sir. 
 
56:55 
Alright. Okay. Thank you very much. clientearth, would you like to say anything in relation to any 
hearings that you, you believe should be issue specific hearings? 
 
57:09 
Thank you. So you've seen from our representation, or comments on the draft DCO requirements in 
respect of CCS, and we'd be happy for any specific hearing on that issue. If it would be helpful to you, 
sir. But otherwise, defer to your judgement on that. 
 
57:27 
Yeah. Just Just so you're aware, I am intending to have an issue specific hearing on the development 
consent order in any event, and requirement 33, which is I think the requirement you're talking about 
specifically, would form part of that discussion. So that would be my intention at this time. But 
obviously, I wanted to make sure that that everybody had an opportunity to to say what they wanted to 
say about issue specific hearings and whether they considered there to be anything specific that that 
need to be said. Would the applicant like to come back as a final right of reply in relation to anything 
that's been said in relation to hearings, please? 
 
58:13 
So my question is with the applicant. So just in terms of the format, so we you noted what we said in 
our deadline, procedural deadlines submission letter, we're of course, flexible, though, and we 
participate in the format that you and pins regard as appropriate at the time and given the 
circumstances. So we are absolutely flexible. In that regard. We in terms of issue specific hearings and 
other hearings, again, it's right that you lead on that. So it's an inquisitorial process, and you have to be 
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content. And so you will advise us if you regard specific hearing as necessary, the only two that I think 
probably are necessary is a compulsory acquisition hearing, if requested by someone with the requisite 
interest in land. And we would have expected the draft DCO hearing when you've indicated that that's 
the case. 
 
59:19 
That's fine. I mean, you'll have seen from the programme that we've we've allowed enough time in the 
programme to to hold several meetings if we needed to, but most certainly, I am anticipating and I can't 
prejudge by me dissipating. At least those I'm grateful. Alright, thank you very much. Okay, so moving 
on to the next item, which is agenda item seven, the remaining questions, remaining questions or 
submissions regarding procedural matters submitted to the planning inspector in writing in advance of 
the preliminary meeting. Does anybody have anything else to say on this particular matter? Bearing in 
mind Mind that we only received one real response in relation to the procedural deadline which was 
from the applicant, please 
 
1:00:14 
I'm getting no indication that there's anything to say in regard to these remaining submissions. 
 
1:00:25 
So I will move on to the close of the preliminary meeting. If there is no no other matters to raise. Does 
anybody have any other matters to raise? Not from the 
 
1:00:39 
applicant. Thank you very much. 
 
1:00:41 
Thank you. Nothing for nothing. Keisha counsel, sir. Thank you. 
 
1:00:45 
Thank you. Okay. So from clients. 
 
1:00:49 
Thank you. Okay, thank you very much. Perfect. So finally, I wanted to take the opportunity to highlight 
the importance of ensuring information is submitted in accordance with the set deadlines. Once they 
are set, whilst examine authority does have the ability to accept late submissions into the examination. 
This is at my discretion, it should only be in exceptional circumstances as late submissions, restrict the 
ability of other parties involved in the examination to respond to the information and can jeopardise the 
examination timetable. It is important that you should note that if you do submit something late there is 
always the possibility that it may not be accepted into the examination. I would like to thank you all for 
your comments. As you will be aware, I am not be agreeing to anything specific today. But I will 
consider your questions suggestions when I finalise the timetable in my rule eight letter. So in terms of 
the closing, I have completed the business of the preliminary meeting, I trust that you're all satisfied that 
the agenda has been covered. I believe that the opportunity for those who are notified us of their desire 
to speak has been provided. A note of the meeting and of the digital recording will be made will be 
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added to the project page of the plan inspectorates national infrastructure website as soon as practical 
after the meeting. Thank you all for your contributions and your patients throughout the meeting, and 
especially for adapting so well to this virtual format. The examination will commence tomorrow for a 
maximum period of six months and I will look forward to receiving your submissions at deadline one. 
Once that deadline date has been confirmed in the rule eight letter and that will be published in the near 
future. This therefore closes the preliminary meeting and I would thank you for all for your involvement. 
This preliminary meeting is now closed 


