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in what is being lauded as a UK first.
Solar inverters at one of Lightsource BP’s solar plants were used to
provide a reactive power service on Monday 4 November.
The solar inverters are capable of providing reactive power – the ability to
maintain voltage levels on electricity transmission systems – by reducing
or increasing voltage levels. This then delivers the voltage change
necessary at the grid point.
National Grid ESO said this is the first instance of a solar asset providing
the service at night, when a solar farm would ordinarily be inactive. The
trial means solar could be providing reactive power overnight, utilising the
asset when it would otherwise be sitting idle, a move which would help
increase capacity on the network without the need for infrastructure
upgrades.
It has the potential to provide up to 4GW of power capacity in the South
East and save energy customers over £400 million by 2050.
The trial comes as part of the ‘Potential Power’ project run by National Grid
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ESO and UK Power Networks (UKPN), looking into the creation of a new
reactive power market for distributed energy resources (DERs) in the
South East.
It follows three years of testing and development and was coordinated
with UKPN’s control engineers to ensure safety and reliability of the
network.
Kareen Boutonnat, chief operating officer at Lightsource BP, said
innovation is “key” to addressing future growth of the energy sector and
the trial proves solar plants can “play a larger role” across the electricity
network.
“With electricity demand increasing so rapidly we have to be in a constant
state of evolution in order to solve the problems of the future.”

More articles in:

Solar
Pv

Utility Scale

Uk Solar

Lightsource Bp

National Grid Eso

Ukpn

Innovation

0 Comments

1
!

Solar Power Portal

' Recommend

t Tweet

Login

Sort by Newest

f Share

Start the discussion…
LOG IN WITH

OR SIGN UP WITH DISQUS ?

Name

Be the first to comment.

✉ Subscribe d Add Disqus to your siteAdd DisqusAdd

& Disqus' Privacy PolicyPrivacy PolicyPrivacy

Related content
#SFIEurope: Ireland’s RESS
is a ‘good opportunity’ but
concerns remain

Above Surveying acquires
German ucair as it looks to
strengthen its position in
Europe

Gore Street raises £3.5m to
fund UK and international
pipeline

https://www.solarpowerportal.co.uk/news/lightsource_bp_delivers_night_time_reactive_power_using_solar_in_uk_first

Solar Power Portal
launches Utility Solar
Summit event, new
subsidy-free solar
campaign

Page 2 of 3

Lightsource BP delivers night time reactive power using solar in ‘UK first’ | Solar Power Portal

06/02/2020, 21:32

Solar Media

Social

Solar Power Portal

About

Twitter

About

Events

LinkedIn

Advertising

PV Tech

Google Plus

Awards

Energy Storage News

Facebook

Current News

Support
Contact

Copyright 2018 Solar Media Ltd. All rights reserved. Terms and Conditions • Privacy Policy • Cookies

https://www.solarpowerportal.co.uk/news/lightsource_bp_delivers_night_time_reactive_power_using_solar_in_uk_first

Page 3 of 3

