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Dear Sir/Madam
Planning Act 2008 (as amended) and the Infrastructure
(Examination Procedure) Rules 2010 (as amended)

Planning

Application by Snowdonia Pumped Hydro Limited (“the Applicant”) for an
Order Granting Development Consent for the Glyn Rhonwy Pumped Storage
(Generating Station)
REQUEST FOR COMMENTS FROM THE APPLICANT, NATURAL RESOURCES
WALES, GWYNEDD COUNCIL AND THE WELSH GOVERNMENT
Further to the Secretary of State`s letter of 21 December 2016, there are a few
further matters on which the Secretary of State would be grateful if the parties
identified in bold below could provide an update or further clarification as necessary.
Development Commissioning: Flood Risk Plan
Consultees: All concerned, including the Applicant, Gwynedd Council and Natural
Resources Wales in particular.
The Secretary of State, mindful though of the provisions of the Reservoirs Act 1975,
asks whether there would be particular merit in including in any DCO that he might
make, specific provision to deal with the approval of pre-construction plans to take
into account flood risk. The aim of the provision would be to ensure that the potential
risks and their mitigation for the Development as a whole (including the
interconnection between the reservoirs) were mapped and approved by the
appropriate body, after consultation with Gwynedd Council, prior to the
commencement of works on the two proposed reservoirs and related infrastructure.
The Secretary of State is, therefore, considering whether to include a provision along
the following lines in any development consent order that he might make:
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“Authorised development commissioning: onsite emergency flood plan
[] – (1) Prior to the commencement of works comprising the authorised development,
as listed in Part 1 of Schedule 1 to this Order, the Applicant must agree with Natural
Resources Wales an onsite emergency flood plan.
(2) A plan submitted under paragraph (1) may only be agreed by Natural Resources
Wales after consultation by them with Gwynedd Council.
(3) Any plan agreed under paragraph (1) may be varied with the agreement of
Natural Resources Wales only after consultation with Gwynedd Council.”
Decommissioning: complete project decommissioning plan
Consultees: All concerned, including the Applicant, the Welsh Government,
Gwynedd Council and Natural Resources Wales in particular.
The Secretary of State, mindful though of the provisions of the Reservoirs Act 1975,
asks whether there would be particular merit in including a dedicated provision on the
approval of decommissioning plans for the Development as a whole (including the
interconnection between the reservoirs) in any development consent order that he
might make. An outline decommissioning plan, including financial provisions, would
have to be approved by Gwynedd Council prior to the commencement of works on the
two proposed reservoirs and related infrastructure.
The Secretary of State also notes that the decommissioning provisions currently being
considered (article 20 of the draft DCO of 5 September 2016) cover the
decommissioning of the Development following commencement of generation. The
Secretary of State further notes that the current provision does not cover the
possibility of the abandonment of the Development during its construction. He would
be grateful for comments from consultees on that issue.
In addition, the Secretary of State notes that in its response to his consultation of 21
December 2016, the Applicant stated that it did not believe that proposed
Requirement 20(7)(c) (which stated that “The Applicant…….must demonstrate how
funding for the decommissioning is secured”) was appropriate and suggested a form
of words to replace it: “The Applicant……must explain how the costs of delivering the
decommissioning plan will be met.” The Secretary of State would be grateful for
comments from the Welsh Government, Gwynedd Council, Natural Resources Wales
and others with an interest on whether the Applicant`s wording is suitable for
inclusion in any development consent order that he might make.
“Decommissioning plan [Paragraphs 7 – 9 below (in a different format) were
circulated as part of the Secretary of State’s letter of 21 December 2016]
20.—(1) Where any of the conditions listed in (2) are met, the Applicant must submit
to the relevant planning authority for approval written details of a decommissioning
plan for the authorised development, together with such environmental information as
may be required or reasonably requested by Gwynedd Council.
(2) The conditions in (1) are:
(a) the authorised project is abandoned, or is to be abandoned;
(b) generation of electricity permanently ceases; or
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(c) 124 years are reached from the date upon which the authorised
development commences generation.
(3) the undertaker must notify Gwynedd Council in writing of—
(a) the date of commencement of generation on the authorised development;
(b) if relevant, the date on which the authorised development is abandoned or
is to be abandoned;
(c) if relevant, the date upon which use of the authorised development has
permanently ceased within 5 working days of the occurrence of each event.
(4) The decommissioning plan is to include a timetable for its implementation.
(5) Gwynedd Council is to consult Natural Resources Wales on the contents of the
proposed decommissioning plan.
(6) The Applicant must implement the decommissioning plan approved by the
Gwynedd Council.
(7) The Applicant must submit to Gwynedd Council an outline decommissioning plan
for approval by Gwynedd Council before construction of the works listed in Part 1 of
Schedule 1 to this Order can be commenced and must:
(a) identify the nature of the decommissioning works to be undertaken;
(b) include the anticipated timetable for implementation of decommissioning;
and
(c) demonstrate how the funding for decommissioning is secured.
(8) An updated outline decommissioning plan must be submitted for approval by
Gwynedd Council every 5 years from the date of commencement of construction of
the works listed in Party 1 of Schedule 1 to this Order until the decommissioning plan
is submitted under paragraph (1).
(9) The decommissioning plan submitted under paragraph (1) must be substantially in
accordance with the latest outline decommissioning plan approved by Gwynedd
County Council.
(10) The Applicant must implement the decommissioning plan, unless otherwise
agreed with Gwynedd Council.
(11) For the purposes of this Requirement –
(a) generation is to be taken to have permanently ceased where –
(i) no electricity is generated for a continuous period of 12 months
unless works to repair, refurbish or maintain any part of the authorised
development are ongoing, or
(ii) following the commencement of generation, the authorised
development is unoccupied by the undertaker for a continuous period of 6
months; and
(b) the authorised project is to be taken as “abandoned” where, prior to the
commencement of generation, construction work on the project ceases for a period of
6 months; and
(c) the authorised project is to be taken as “to be abandoned” where, prior to
the commencement of generation, the Applicant known that construction work, having
been commenced, will not take place on the project ceases in the next calendar year.”
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Ongoing maintenance: major works
Consultees: All concerned, including Welsh Government, Applicant, Gwynedd
Council and Natural Resources Wales in particular.
The Secretary of State, mindful of the length of time for which development consent
is being sought and the potential need to renew major components such as turbines,
asks whether there would be particular merit in including provision on plans for such
major maintenance as already proposed for the initial construction of the
Development (such as for construction traffic management).
“Annual maintenance plans
[].—(1) The Applicant must, on completion of construction and annually thereafter
until the implementation of the “decommissioning plan” as approved under
Requirement [], submit to Gwynedd Council a plan detailing the maintenance works
which the Applicant intends to carry out in the next 12 months.
(2) The Applicant must notify Gwynedd Council of the completion of construction
within 5 working days of its occurrence.
(3) The Applicant and Gwynedd Council may agree works to be included on a list of
works considered routine maintenance or minor works, and not required to be
included within any annual maintenance plan, until Gwynedd Council notifies the
Applicant otherwise.
(4) The Applicant must include in the annual maintenance plan submitted any works
agreed with or required by any engineer inspecting or supervising the authorised
development under the Reservoirs Act 1975.
(5) Gwynedd Council, having consulted any person they consider to be appropriate,
may, within 28 days of receipt of the annual maintenance plan, advise whether they
consider that any of the works proposed to exceed what is acceptable as maintenance
of the authorised development. In making the determination of what will constitute
maintenance, Gwynedd Council must have regard to the activities assessed in the
environmental statement. Works are not acceptable as being maintenance works
where they would have materially new or materially different effects to those assessed
in the environmental statement. Where Gwynedd Council does not advise that any
work is unacceptable within 28 days of receipt of the annual maintenance plan, they
will be deemed to have approved that plan.
(6) Gwynedd Council may, where they consider works included in the annual
maintenance plan to constitute major works such as the replacement of turbines or
otherwise due to the scale and potential effect on the environment or the local
population, require the annual maintenance plan to include the following:
(a) a Code of Maintenance Construction Practice (including, where appropriate,
such plans as are required for the construction of the authorised development under
Requirement 6(2)); and
(b) limitations on maintenance construction hours (similarly to Requirement 13
for the construction of the authorised development).
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(7) Before including a Plan under (6)(a) in any annual maintenance plan, Gwynedd
Council must consult Natural Resources Wales.
(8) Where some of the works are not agreed to be maintenance the relevant planning
authority may approve the plan in part by specifying the activities which are not
approved.
(9) The Applicant must notify the relevant planning authority of any material change
to the annual maintenance plan during the 12 month period. The provisions of
paragraphs (5) to (8) apply to such notification as if it were a submission of the plan.
(10) Any works included in an annual maintenance plan must be carried out by the
Applicant in accordance with that plan unless otherwise agreed with Gwynedd Council
or (11) applies.
(11) Nothing in this requirement prevents the Applicant carrying out at any time any
works in an emergency or which are required to ensure the structural stability of the
dams or reservoirs or to protect life or property.”
Additional clauses to reflect existing planning permission for Glyn Rhonwy
pumped storage facility
Consultees: Applicant and Gwynedd Council
In the event that the Secretary of State decides to make an Order for the
Development, the Secretary of State would welcome the views of the Applicant and
Gwynedd Council on the inclusion of provisions covering the following matters which
were included in the planning permission granted on 19 February 2014 by Gwynedd
Council for a 49.9MW pumped storage facility at Glyn Rhonwy:


Condition 53 of the Planning Permission states that only mineral waste derived
from tunnelling and excavation operations hereby permitted shall be deposited
within the new slate tip. No refuse materials of any description from within or
outside the site shall be deposited therein.



Condition 56 requires that no plant or vehicles shall cross any area of
unstripped ground except where such trafficking is essential and unavoidable
for the purposes of undertaking permitted operations. Essential trafficking
route shall be marked in such a manner as to give effect to this condition. No
part of the site shall be excavated, traversed or used for the stationing of plant
machinery or storage of soils, overburden or mineral waste, until all available
vegetation, topsoil and subsoil has been stripped and stored separately’.



Condition 57 requires that ‘All materials derived from the removal of existing
dry-stone walling and field boundaries shall be stored in areas set aside for that
purpose which shall have been agreed beforehand in writing with the LPA. All
such materials shall be employed in works of restoration to re-build dry stone
walls and none shall be removed from the site without the prior written
permission of the relevant local planning authority.

The deadline for any response is 10.00am on 13 February 2017.
Responses to the points outlined in this letter should be submitted by email to
GlynRhonwy@pins.gsi.gov.uk . Please send any hard copy response to the Glyn
Rhonwy Pumped Storage (Generating Station) Project Team, Secretary of State for
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Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy c/o the Planning Inspectorate, 3D Eagle
Wing, Temple Quay House, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6PN. If you will have difficulty
in submitting a response by the consultation deadline, please inform the Project
Team.
Your response will be published on the Glyn Rhonwy Pumped Storage (Generating
Station) project page of the National Infrastructure Planning website as soon as
possible after 13 February 2017 at:
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/wales/glyn-rhonwypumped-storage/
This letter is without prejudice to the Secretary of State’s decision whether or not to
grant development consent for the Glyn Rhonwy Pumped Storage (Generating
Station) Project, and nothing in this letter is to be taken to imply what that decision
might be.
Yours faithfully

Giles Scott
Giles Scott
Head of Energy Infrastructure Planning and Coal Liabilities
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