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From: Ceris Meredith
Date: Tuesday, 22 September 2015 11:40
To: <dave.holmes@quarrybattery.com>
Cc: <peter.taylor@quarrybattery.com>
Subject: Re: Follow up on our meeting

Dear Dave,
Thank you for your email of the 20th August. We have also been away
and have also been awaiting professional guidance so are only now
able to reply.
Re the scenarios we discussed previously and listed by you in your
email, there are a few things to mention. The most important issue for
us is that this project will destroy our business and make it impossible
for us to sell as no one would be interested in buying a
property/business with a construction site 60m away, that will result in
a reservoir with a huge amount of water sitting above us and with an
underground turbine house possibly constantly humming and vibrating,
again just metres away. The affects of the construction process with
heavy traffic, noise pollution, dust etc etc will weigh heavily on our
business and we also need to reiterate once again our deep concerns
about the flooding potential from underground seepage caused by this
scheme. The whole area is constructed from infill and as we mentioned
before, water was pouring through the slate walls in the garden during
the very heavy rain a few years back when Llanberis was severely
affected by floods. The hours that you will be working during
construction from 7am – 7pm Mondays to Saturdays as well as Sunday
mornings will disturb our guests who will be assuming that they will be
here for some peace and quiet. The traffic outside will be starting at
6am as workers arrive to begin work at 7am. Heavy duty vehicles will
be coming past the house as they deliver materials all day long. The
noise from the construction process itself are a huge concern too, and
it is clear on the predictions you have shown in the Draft
Environmental Statement are totally wrong as we are marked with the
predicted noise limit exceedance of minus one (as attached). We are
the nearest building to the construction site!
You and your associate Peter Taylor called us aside at the Public
Meeting back in February, obviously to stop us expressing our
concerns in front of other members of the community and to discuss
options. With apparent sincerity you both stated that you weren’t in
the business of wrecking people’s lives and asked what we wanted. We

discussed compensation with you both and when we talked about
buying us out Peter said it wasn’t unreasonable and acknowledged that
we weren’t being greedy or trying to exploit the situation.
Whilst we understand payments cannot be made at this stage we
suggest that we are given the commitment to a legally binding
promise of a satisfactory compensation package that will be instigated
at the commencement of the work.
The options for discussion are:
1. The possible long term rental of your business premises for
the purpose of housing staff involved with the construction.
This suggestion was put forward by on on the basis that during
the construction period local accommodation will be required by
the construction engineers working on site.
You were not particularly interested in this option, pointing out
that this would not be your usual target clientele.
You correctly mention that we are not interested in providing bed
and breakfast accommodation for construction engineers who as
you say, are not our usual target clientele. As far as we are
concerned, this is not an option.
2. The option you presented was that we buy your business
outright, including the freehold of the property but not the
name, associated branding, web presence, etc.
I have been discussing this with my colleagues and the conclusion
we have come to is that it is too early to make such a
commitment.
Unfortunately we are still working on the detailed build schedules
and have not commenced the tender process to appoint the build
contractors. We could only commit to such a transaction if there
was a commercial use for the property within the proposed
scheme. We also need to be aware that converting into offices
would required a planning change of use.
If a viable use can be found as part of the operational facility, the
associated costs would be part of the overall build budget. As
such, that cash will only be released at the start of construction.
We are a little confused by your interpretation of buying us out. If you
were to offer this, our preferred option, it would be to purchase the
freehold of the building, the business and all associated branding,
website etc. if you purchased the property, you would be able to use it
commercially, running it as a guest house/lodgings to provide
accommodation for the construction engineers/visiting executives etc
involved in the project without a change of use or, as you say for
offices pending planning permission which undoubtedly would be
granted!. The house is in an ideal location as it provides access via the
lane at the side of the property directly onto the construction site.

During the war the house was split into two flats for RAF officers and
offices and workshops were constructed in the garden to provide
commercial buildings for the ammunition storage site in the nearby
quarries. This is something that could be repeated. Once construction
is finished you have a valuable asset to let or sell on.
The amount we would want for the purchase would be ------.
3. The third option is for you to pay us to move out, in effect to rent
the house for your own use, whether as a hostel/guest
house/executive accommodation for those involved in the construction,
perhaps splitting the house into two or three apartments. At the end of
the agreed lease you would leave the property in the manner to which
the terms of the lease dictate - i.e. Redecorated/refurnished etc.
The annual rent would be -------, plus the cost of restoring the house
to its original condition. I have attached floor plans of the house as
you requested.
4. There is a fourth option and that is for you to essentially pay us to
close for the duration of the construction process. We would remain
living in the house but would not operate as a business. This would
prevent us from receiving any bad reviews/publicity that we would get
if we continued to run our existing business and thus would be
compensation for loss of business and reputation and would protect
our brand. To calculate a figure for this, we would not only take into
account the loss of earnings when closed but also the time it would
take to re-establish the business once construction is finished.
However this option is a concern to us as (a) we would have to be
living here suffering all the effects of the construction process and (b)
it may not be possible to build the business back to what it was before
with the turbine house just metres away from us and possible vibration
effects. Should this not be possible due to adverse effects of the new
scheme, we would then seek further compensation.

We feel that the above are fair figures to ask, taking into account the
distress already caused and that will be caused either by living with
the construction process or by the upheaval of having to move
elsewhere and the potential of losing a business we have built up over
eight years and which is essentially our pension. Having to move on,
and start a new business probably from scratch at our age is also a
daunting thought.
We await your response.
Kind regards
Ceris Meredith and Paul Haydock
Glyn Peris Guest House

Snowdon Mountain Guide
Llanberis
Caernarfon
Gwynedd
LL55 4EL
Tel: 01286 872 711
www.glynperisguesthouse.com

From: Dave Holmes <dave.holmes@quarrybattery.com>
Date: Thursday, 20 August 2015 14:29
To: Ceris Meredith
Cc: Peter Taylor <peter.taylor@quarrybattery.com>
Subject: Re: FW: Follow up on our meeting
Dear Ceris, Paul,
Apologies, your previous email landed at the start of my holidays and
when I got back in the office I needed to work with others to get this
response together.
When we met we had very early stage discussions on two scenarios.
1. The possible long term rental of your business premises for
the purpose of housing staff involved with the construction.
This suggestion was put forward by on on the basis that during
the construction period local accommodation will be required by
the construction engineers working on site.
You were not particularly interested in this option, pointing out
that this would not be your usual target clientele.
2. The option you presented was that we buy your business
outright, including the freehold of the property but not the
name, associated branding, web presence, etc.
I have been discussing this with my colleagues and the conclusion
we have come to is that it is too early to make such a
commitment.
Unfortunately we are still working on the detailed build schedules
and have not commenced the tender process to appoint the build
contractors. We could only commit to such a transaction if there
was a commercial use for the property within the proposed
scheme. We also need to be aware that converting into offices
would required a planning change of use.
If a viable use can be found as part of the operational facility, the
associated costs would be part of the overall build budget. As
such, that cash will only be released at the start of construction.

In short there does not appear to be much more certainty that I can
bring to this discussion at this point, however much I would like to
have reached a solution.
On the current timescale it does not look likely that we could start
construction before early 2017, so I suggest we stay in touch.
To help us better consider if it might be possible to find a commercial
use for your building, could you easily provide us with floor plans? Also
what is your estimate of the value of the freehold of the building,
business name etc. excluded, or what price are you seeking?
Sincerely,
Dave

On Fri, Aug 14, 2015 at 11:40 AM, Glyn Peris Guest House
wrote:
Following on from our discussion at the house and my email of the
29th July, another 17 days on Dave and you still have not
responded. Why is this? Would you please send us an email to
enlighten us!!
Kind regards
Ceris Meredith and Paul Haydock
Glyn Peris Guest House
Snowdon Mountain Guide
Llanberis
Caernarfon
Gwynedd
LL55 4EL
Tel: 01286 872 711
www.glynperisguesthouse.com
From: Ceris Meredith
Date: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 16:44
To: <dave.holmes@quarrybattery.com>
Subject: FW: Follow up on our meeting
Dear Dave,
So, three weeks on from your last email and we have been patiently
waiting to hear the results of your discussions on the 7th July.
As you can imagine this is a terribly worrying time for us and living

with the unknown is not easy. We cannot make plans or decisions for
the future months, let alone years and although you earnestly stated
that you weren’t out to wreck people’s lives or businesses, we feel
that this is exactly what you are doing.
We are angry that you haven’t had the courtesy to keep us up to
date with what is happening and we will now be taking legal advice
for future action.
Kind regards
Ceris Meredith and Paul Haydock
Glyn Peris Guest House
Llanberis
Caernarfon
Gwynedd
LL55 4EL
Tel: 01286 872 711
www.glynperisguesthouse.com

From: Ceris Meredith
Date: Monday, 6 July 2015 17:50
To: Dave Holmes <dave.holmes@quarrybattery.com>
Subject: Re: Follow up on our meeting
Dear Dave,
Thanks for letting me know and please do tell us of any decisions as
soon as possible.
Best wishes
Ceris
Glyn Peris Guest House
Llanberis
Caernarfon
Gwynedd
LL55 4EL
Tel: 01286 872 711
www.glynperisguesthouse.com
From: Dave Holmes <dave.holmes@quarrybattery.com>
Date: Monday, 6 July 2015 11:01
To: Ceris Meredith

Subject: Re: Follow up on our meeting
Dear Ceris, thankyou for chasing me.
I have discussed with colleagues, but no solution yet. We are
discussing again tomorrow morning. I hope to be able to say more
soon,
Best,
dave

On Fri, Jun 26, 2015 at 3:38 PM, Glyn Peris Guest House
wrote:
Dear Dave,
Following our meeting a few weeks ago you may remember asking
us to remind you to contact us if we hadn’t heard back within the
following two weeks?
I hope that you have had further discussions with your colleagues
about the issues we talked about and that you will let us know the
outcome.
Best wishes
Ceris
Glyn Peris Guest House
Llanberis
Caernarfon
Gwynedd
LL55 4EL
Tel: 01286 872 711
www.glynperisguesthouse.com
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dave Holmes
Re: Follow up on our meeting
06 July 2015 11:05:23

Dear Ceris, thankyou for chasing me.
I have discussed with colleagues, but no solution yet. We are discussing again
tomorrow morning. I hope to be able to say more soon,
Best,
dave

On Fri, Jun 26, 2015 at 3:38 PM, Glyn Peris Guest House
wrote:
Dear Dave,

Following our meeting a few weeks ago you may remember asking us to
remind you to contact us if we hadn’t heard back within the following two
weeks?
I hope that you have had further discussions with your colleagues about the
issues we talked about and that you will let us know the outcome.
Best wishes
Ceris
Glyn Peris Guest House
Llanberis
Caernarfon
Gwynedd
LL55 4EL
Tel: 01286 872 711
www.glynperisguesthouse.com

www.glynperisguesthouse.com

From: Ceris Meredith
Date: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 16:44
To: <dave.holmes@quarrybattery.com>
Subject: FW: Follow up on our meeting
Dear Dave,
So, three weeks on from your last email and we have been patiently waiting to
hear the results of your discussions on the 7th July.
As you can imagine this is a terribly worrying time for us and living with the
unknown is not easy. We cannot make plans or decisions for the future
months, let alone years and although you earnestly stated that you weren’t out
to wreck people’s lives or businesses, we feel that this is exactly what you are
doing.
We are angry that you haven’t had the courtesy to keep us up to date with
what is happening and we will now be taking legal advice for future action.
Kind regards
Ceris Meredith and Paul Haydock
Glyn Peris Guest House
Llanberis
Caernarfon
Gwynedd
LL55 4EL
Tel: 01286 872 711
www.glynperisguesthouse.com

From: Ceris Meredith
Date: Monday, 6 July 2015 17:50
To: Dave Holmes <dave.holmes@quarrybattery.com>
Subject: Re: Follow up on our meeting
Dear Dave,
Thanks for letting me know and please do tell us of any decisions as soon as
possible.
Best wishes
Ceris
Glyn Peris Guest House
Llanberis
Caernarfon
Gwynedd
LL55 4EL
Tel: 01286 872 711

www.glynperisguesthouse.com

From: Dave Holmes <dave.holmes@quarrybattery.com>
Date: Monday, 6 July 2015 11:01
To: Ceris Meredith <stay@glynperisguesthouse.com>
Subject: Re: Follow up on our meeting
Dear Ceris, thankyou for chasing me.
I have discussed with colleagues, but no solution yet. We are discussing again
tomorrow morning. I hope to be able to say more soon,
Best,
dave

On Fri, Jun 26, 2015 at 3:38 PM, Glyn Peris Guest House
wrote:
Dear Dave,
Following our meeting a few weeks ago you may remember asking us to
remind you to contact us if we hadn’t heard back within the following two
weeks?
I hope that you have had further discussions with your colleagues about the
issues we talked about and that you will let us know the outcome.
Best wishes
Ceris
Glyn Peris Guest House
Llanberis
Caernarfon
Gwynedd
LL55 4EL
Tel: 01286 872 711
www.glynperisguesthouse.com

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Dave Holmes
Peter Taylor
Re: FW: Follow up on our meeting
20 August 2015 14:32:53

Dear Ceris, Paul,
Apologies, your previous email landed at the start of my holidays and when I got back in the office I
needed to work with others to get this response together.
When we met we had very early stage discussions on two scenarios.

1. The possible long term rental of your business premises for the purpose of housing staff
involved with the construction.
This suggestion was put forward by on on the basis that during the construction period local
accommodation will be required by the construction engineers working on site.
You were not particularly interested in this option, pointing out that this would not be your usual
target clientele.
2. The option you presented was that we buy your business outright, including the freehold of
the property but not the name, associated branding, web presence, etc.
I have been discussing this with my colleagues and the conclusion we have come to is that it is too
early to make such a commitment.
Unfortunately we are still working on the detailed build schedules and have not commenced the
tender process to appoint the build contractors. We could only commit to such a transaction if there
was a commercial use for the property within the proposed scheme. We also need to be aware that
converting into offices would required a planning change of use.
If a viable use can be found as part of the operational facility, the associated costs would be part of
the overall build budget. As such, that cash will only be released at the start of construction.
In short there does not appear to be much more certainty that I can bring to this discussion at this point,
however much I would like to have reached a solution.
On the current timescale it does not look likely that we could start construction before early 2017, so I
suggest we stay in touch.
To help us better consider if it might be possible to find a commercial use for your building, could you
easily provide us with floor plans? Also what is your estimate of the value of the freehold of the building,
business name etc. excluded, or what price are you seeking?
Sincerely,
Dave

On Fri, Aug 14, 2015 at 11:40 AM, Glyn Peris Guest House
wrote:

Following on from our discussion at the house and my email of the 29th July,
another 17 days on Dave and you still have not responded. Why is this? Would
you please send us an email to enlighten us!!
Kind regards
Ceris Meredith and Paul Haydock
Glyn Peris Guest House
Snowdon Mountain Guide
Llanberis
Caernarfon
Gwynedd
LL55 4EL
Tel: 01286 872 711

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Sarah Nixon
Re: FW: SPH consultation response
23 March 2015 17:22:37

Dear Ceris,
Apologies for the delayed response.
Yes I received your comments - thanks for sending the electronic version
through.
Snowdonia Pumped Hydro (SPH) are currently processing all the consultation
responses and are preparing a Consultation Report which will form part of the
application for a Development Consent Order and will therefore be assessed by
the Planning Inspectorate and ultimately the Secretary of State for Energy who is
the decision maker in this process.
Under section 49 of the Planning Act 2008, SPH have a "Duty to take account of
responses to consultation and publicity". How we have done that will be
documented in the Consultation Report. The report will contain an issues grid
representing all written feedback and how SPH have had regard to it.
Dave and Peter are aware of your request to meet up with them and will be
seeking to arrange a meeting with you, likely in early April following the Easter holiday.
Best wishes,
Sarah

On 23 March 2015 at 17:09, Glyn Peris Guest House
wrote:
Dear Sarah,

Following on from my reply to your email of the 12th March, I wanted to check
that you did receive it as I received no acknowledgement from you.
I also asked who all the feedback/responses to the consultation are sent to but
again I haven’t heard anything from you.
I’d be grateful if you could respond as soon as possible to the above and to
also give us an indication of when we can expect to hear from Dave Holmes or
Peter Taylor to arrange a meeting with us as discussed on the 28th February.
Best wishes
Ceris
Glyn Peris Guest House
Llanberis
Caernarfon
Gwynedd
LL55 4EL
Tel: 01286 872 711
www.glynperisguesthouse.com

From: Ceris Meredith
Date: Thursday, 12 March 2015 17:53
To: Sarah Nixon <sarah.nixon@quarrybattery.com>
Subject: Re: SPH consultation response
Dear Sarah,
Thank you for your email.
The torn piece of paper just had some other notes that were not relevant but
apologies for the confusion. I have attached the digital version. I have also
attached digital versions of the letter dated 27th February 2015 and of the
letter sent to the council back in July 2013.
Could you tell me please, what will happen to our letter and response to the
consultation – who will be reviewing the responses? Will Gwynedd Council be
involved or a Government body?
We would also like to arrange a face to face meeting with your directors, Dave
Holmes and Peter Taylor as soon as possible to discuss matters raised at the
consultation event.
Best wishes
Ceris
Glyn Peris Guest House
Llanberis
Caernarfon
Gwynedd
LL55 4EL
Tel: 01286 872 711
www.glynperisguesthouse.com

From: Sarah Nixon <sarah.nixon@quarrybattery.com>
Date: Thursday, 12 March 2015 11:45
To: Ceris Meredith
Subject: SPH consultation response
Dear Ceris and Paul,
I hope this message finds you both well.
I was wondering if you'd be able to help me. At the consultation event on 28th
February, you gave Dave Holmes a printed consultation response. If possible,
would you be able to email me an electronic copy of your response, please?
The response in the envelop which Dave passed on to me included a piece of
paper which had been torn in half. I am worried part of the response is missing
and SPH would like to make sure we have your full response for inclusion in
the consultation report.
With best wishes,

Sarah
--

--

