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PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT

1.1

Introduction

1.1.1

This Statement Of Common Ground [SOCG] is made between SPH and
NRW. It communicates where the parties agree and disagree in relation to
the Development Consent Order application. It is used to simplify and
streamline the planning process, and ensure that areas of agreement and
disagreement are highlighted to the Planning Inspectorate.

1.1.2

PINS encourage the use of SOCGs to makes the planning process easier
for all involved and helps focus the attention of the PINS on the most
pressing issues.

1.1.3

This SoCG will be prepared jointly with Natural Resources Wales (NRW)
and Snowdonia Pumped Storage (SPH) to set out the areas of agreement
and disagreement between the two parties in relation to the Development
Consent Order (DCO)

1.2

Structure of this SOCG

1.2.1

This document starts by setting out the background to the Development and
the stakeholders who are entering into the SoCG. It also summarises the
pre-application consultation, and any post-submission consultation that has
subsequently occurred.

1.2.2

This SOCG relates to the following topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•

1.2.3

The Environmental Statement (ES) (Documents 6.01, 6.02, 6.03 and
6.04);
The conclusions of Habitat Regulations Assessment Screening Report
(HRA) / No Significant Effects Report (Document 5.03);
Abstraction license (Reference WA/065/0016/007, status Approved) and
its variation application;
Discharge consent applications submitted under the Environmental
Permitting Regulation 2010;
Bat licence (Reference 61619, status Approved); and
Flood Defence Consent (Reference NE2014LD130, status Approved)
under the Water Resources Act 1991

Overall this SOCG is intended to give a clear position of the state and
extent of agreement between the Parties as at the date on which this
SOCG is signed and submitted to the Secretary of State.

1
SPH_GREX_SCG_01

April 2016

Glyn Rhonwy Pumped Storage
Development Consent Order

1.3

Programme

1.3.1

The pre-application consultation process took place in February 2015.
During that time SPH made available the Draft ES document (February
2015) for stakeholder review and comment under Section 42 and Section
47 of the Planning Act 2008, and all relevant consultation responses were
taken under SPH’s consideration and helped to shape the final ES. SPH
also consulted on the Scoping Report, which gave stakeholders further
opportunity to engage and comment on survey and EIA methodologies.

1.3.2

After discussing comments with stakeholders and updating the draft ES
according to these, SPH submitted the final application for the Glyn Rhonwy
Pumped Storage scheme on 20th October 2015. The application was
accepted for examination by the Planning Inspectorate on 17th November
2015.
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BACKGROUND

2.1

Planning History

2.1.1

The Development is located approximately 1.5km north west of Llanberis.

2.1.2

Quarry Battery Company (QBC) was granted planning permission (Ref:
C12/1451/LL) by Gwynedd Council on the 19th February 2014 for the
construction and operation of a 600MWh (megawatt hours) pumped storage
scheme, with a capacity of 49.9MW, at the Glyn Rhonwy and Chwarel Fawr
quarries, near Llanberis. The permission was granted under the Town &
Country Planning Act 1990 (T&CPA).

2.1.3

An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) was undertaken of the
approved scheme and the T&CPA application was accompanied by an ES.

2.1.4

Subsequent to the grant of planning permission under the T&CPA, SPH
was established as a subsidiary of QBC to take the Development forward.

2.1.5

Due to changes in the energy market, the decision was taken by the
applicant to increase the capacity of the approved scheme to 99.9MW.
Therefore as the capacity of the scheme is above 50MW it now falls under
the definition of a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) and so
requires a Development Consent Order (DCO) under the Planning Act 2008
(‘the Act’), rather than Planning Permission under the T&CPA. The 99.9MW
proposal is referred to throughout this document as ‘the Development’.

2.2

Introduction to the Development

2.2.1

The quarry system has been numbered from Q1 in the west to Q8 in the
east, which can be seen in Figure 1.2:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2.2.2

Quarry 1 (Q1) – Chwarel Fawr;
Quarry 2 (Q2) – Chwarel Cefn Du;
Quarry 3 (Q3) – Cook;
Quarry 4 (Q4) – Ddol;
Quarry 5 (Q5) – unnamed (known locally as ”Film Set Quarry”);
Quarry 6 (Q6) – Glyn Rhonwy;
Quarry 7 (Q7) – unnamed; and
Quarry 8 (Q8) – former WWII munitions store (known locally as “the
bombstore”).

The Development utilises Q1 and Q6 and has seven main elements:
A headpond - upper reservoir;
• A tailpond - lower reservoir;
• A power house - containing the combined pump/turbines;
•
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A penstock - the pipe connecting the headpond to the power house;
• A tailrace - the pipe connecting the power house to the tailpond;
• Pumping station; and
• Spillway infrastructure – a discharge point from the headpond and a joint
discharge/abstraction point from the tailpond.
•

2.2.3

The Development at Glyn Rhonwy comprises of the following permanent
features:
•
•
•
•

•
•

one headpond (Q1), its dam, access shaft and spillway to the Nant Y
Betws;
one tailpond (Q6), its dam, access shaft and spillway to Llyn Padarn;
a pumping station at Llyn Padarn;
a power house at Glyn Rhonwy Industrial Estate Platform 5 (south of Q6)
with an underground turbine hall housing turbines with an electrical
output of up to 99.9MW;
a penstock (connecting Q1 to the power house); and
a tailrace (connecting the power house to Q6).

2.2.4

The Development also incorporates temporary features such as temporary
construction compounds and lay down areas at Q1 and Q6.

2.3

Purpose of Pumped Storage

2.3.1

Pumped storage is a method of generating electricity at times of peak
demand at short notice. This is achieved by releasing water from an upper
reservoir, which passes through a turbine, into a lower reservoir. Water is
then pumped back up during periods of low demand. The stored water in
the upper reservoir is then ready for the next time of peak demand. In this
way, storage can help level out peaks and troughs in energy supply.
Pumped Storage is fast enough to also manage grid frequency.

2.4

Identification of Stakeholders

2.4.1

The remainder of this Statement of Common Ground focuses on matters of
agreement or disagreement between SPH and NRW.

2.5

Natural Resources Wales

2.5.1

NRW is a Welsh Government sponsored body, which became operational
from 1 April 2013. It assumes functions previously undertaken by
Countryside Council for Wales, Environment Agency Wales, and the
Forestry Commission Wales, and also assumes some other roles formerly
taken by Welsh Government.
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2.6

Consultation Schedule

2.6.1

Due to the planning history with NRW there has been consultation
undertaken. The table below lists substantive consultation meetings
Table 1 – pre submission consultation with NRW
Date
Form of
Summary
consultation
2nd February
Meeting
Introduction to the project and
2014
DCO process
22nd January
Meeting
To discuss SI works and HRA
2015
screening
26th March – 16th Meetings
Informal meetings to during
July 2015
preliminary GI works
th
30 March 2015 Meeting
To discuss s42 response. NRW
provided a formal response on
the agenda and comments on
the UXO report.
th
15 July 2015
Meeting
To discuss results of the
breeding bird and aquatic
ecology surveys, UXO and
amends to project description.

2.6.2

The following table lists all consultation undertaken with NRW since the
submission of the DCO application (21st October 2016).

Table 2 – post submission consultation with NRW
Date
Form of
Summary
consultation
9th November
Meeting, follow up Discussions regarding associated
2015
justification note
discharge consents and the
and emails
number required and amendment
to abstraction licence.
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3

MATTERS OF SPECIFIC AGREEMENT

3.1

Matters of Specific Agreement

ID

Statement on which SPH seek agreement

Environmental Statement
A. General
3-A-1

The Environmental Statement (ES) compromises document reference 6.01, 6.02, 6.03, and 6.04 of the
Application. The Parties are AGREED on all matters in relation to the adequacy and conclusions of the ES and
in particular are AGREED on those matters set out below

B. Regulation and Policy Background
3.B.1

The Policy Framework information is set out in Chapter 5 of the ES and Chapter 4 of the Planning Statement.
The Planning Act 2008 (the "Act") provides that an application must be decided in accordance with any relevant
national policy statement (NPS) unless certain exceptions set out in section 104 of the Act apply. NPSs EN-1,
and EN-5 are relevant for the purposes of the Development.
The parties AGREE that the range of UK, Wales and local policy designations and evidence as set out in
Chapter 5 of the Planning Statement (Document Reference 8.01 and 8.02W) and Chapter 5 of the ES
(Document Reference 6.02).

C. Methodology
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Statement on which SPH seek agreement

3.C.1

The methodology for the environmental impact assessment is set out in Chapter 2 of the ES, which describes
the approach taken for all topics (except to the extent described in the methodology section in each topic
chapter).
Both Parties AGREE that the approach of identifying and assessing a realistic worst case scenario from within
the Development parameters outlined in Chapter 4 is reasonable and appropriate and that the scenario
assessed for each topic chapter cited below is appropriate.

D. Landscape and Visual Impacts
3.D.1

The Landscape and Visual Assessment is contained in Chapter 6 of the ES.
Methodology / Data Collection / Baseline
Information regarding the assessment methodology for the landscape and visual impact assessment is
contained in Section 6.5 and Section 6.6 of the ES and information on the baseline is contained in Section 6.7
of the ES.
Both Parties AGREE that the assessment methodology for the landscape and visual assessment is appropriate.

3.D.2

Assessment
Both Parties AGREE that an adequate assessment of landscape and visual impacts has been undertaken.

3.D.3

Both Parties AGREE that an adequate assessment of the ASIDOHL has been undertaken.

3.D.4

Mitigation
Both Parties AGREE that a Landscape and Reinstatement Plan is an appropriate way of agreeing the site
landscape proposals including new planting to help screen the Development, reinstate any vegetation that is
removed and also to encourage reinstatement of the new slate mounds at Q1. This Plan must be submitted to
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Statement on which SPH seek agreement
and approved by the local planning authority before the commencement of the relevant stage of the
Development (see Requirement 6). The new slate mounds are shown on Plan 2.05.1 (Indicative Site Layout
Plan Sheet 1).
It is agreed that a Landscape and Reinstatement Plan is an appropriate way to present outline proposals for the
landscape reinstatement of any consented scheme. Due the scale of development, likely long duration in its
construction and the timescales for landscape reinstatement and naturalisation of slate waste and monitoring,
this scheme has many similarities to the restoration after use of a mineral working site.

E. Ecology
3.E.1

The Nature Conservation / Ecology information is contained within Chapter 7 of the ES.
Methodology / Data Collection / Baseline
Information regarding the assessment methodology for the ecological impact assessment is contained in
Section 7.3 and 7.5 of the ES and information on the baseline is contained in Section 7.6 of the ES (Document
6.02) and Appendices 7.1 to 7.20 (Document 6.03).
Both Parties AGREE that the ecological receptors identified and discussed in Section 7.7 of the ES has been
appropriately defined in relation to potential effects on such receptors.

3.E.2

Both Parties AGREE that the appropriate scope of desk study research and field surveys discussed in Sections
7.3.9 – 7.3.11 has been undertaken in respect of statutory designated species and habitats with the potential to
be affected by the Development.

3.E.3

Both Parties AGREE that the Ecological Impact Assessment within the ES has been produced in accordance
with the Institute for Ecology and Environmental Management ("IEEM") "Guidelines for Ecological Impact
Assessment" (2006).
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3.E.4

Assessment (Habitats)
Information regarding the impacts of the Development on habitats is contained in Section 7.8 and 7.10 of the
ES.

3.E.5

Assessment (Protected Species)
Information regarding the impacts of the Development on protected species is contained in Section 7.8 and
Section 7.10 of the ES.
Both Parties AGREE that the European Protected Species (EPS) for bat has been granted (reference
61619b:OTH:EPS:2015 ) and contained the mitigation strategy contained within Appendix 7.15 (Document
6.03).

3.E.6

Both Parties AGREE that the following protected species/groups may potentially be affected by the
Development without appropriate mitigation: invertebrates including the small theridiid spider, aquatic
invertebrates, fish including arctic char, amphibians, fungi, reptiles, bats, breeding birds including Schedule 1,
Red and Amber species, badger, water vole, otter, red squirrel, lichens / bryophytes and the habitats outlined in
Table 7-5 of Chapter 7.

3.E.7

Mitigation
Information regarding ecological mitigation measures is discussed within Section 7.9 of the ES.
Both Parties AGREE that significant effects on the species, habitats and supporting features outlined in Tables
7-5 to 7-9 in Chapter 7 Ecology are unlikely to occur due to the implementation of:
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•

Control over working hours (Requirement 16),

•

A lighting scheme to be agreed (to be secured through Requirement 19)

Both Parties AGREED that the mitigation measures are appropriate and should ensure the protection of
habitats during and post-construction as set out in the ES Chapter 7 Ecology and Chapter 18 Schedule of
Mitigation.
3.E.8

Cumulative Effects
Information regarding the ecological cumulative impact assessment is contained in Chapter 17 and Table 17-1
of the ES, and the No Significant Effects Report (Document 5.03).
Both Parties AGREE that all reasonably foreseeable relevant schemes (inter-cumulative effects) and also
potential intra-cumulative effects have been included in the assessment of cumulative impacts within these
documents, and that the cumulative effects of these have been adequately considered.

F. Contaminated Land and Unexploded Ordnance
3.F.1

As outlined in Chapter 8 of the ES, preliminary site investigation works have been carried out in order to
ascertain the presence of historical contamination and geotechnical conditions. Secondary more intrusive site
investigation will be undertaken prior to construction.
A Land Discovery Strategy is required by Requirement 7. Both Parties AGREE that this approach is appropriate
for addressing land potentially affected by contamination

G. Water Resources
3.G.1

The Water Resources Assessment is contained in Chapter 9 of the ES.
Methodology / Data Collection / Baseline
Information regarding the information on the baseline is contained in Section 9.5 and the assessment
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Statement on which SPH seek agreement
methodology for the water quality and water resources impact assessment including the water balance model is
contained in Section 9.6 of the ES. This is supported by Appendices 9.1 to 9.5
Both Parties AGREE that the assessment methodology for the water resources assessment is appropriate.

3.G.2

Assessment
Both Parties AGREE that an adequate assessment of water resources impacts has been undertaken.

3.G.3

Mitigation
Both Parties AGREE that the implementation of a Code of Construction Practice (CoCP), Pollution Prevention
Plan (PPP) and Water Management Plan (WTMP) as required by Requirement 6 is an appropriate way of
securing the necessary mitigation.

3.G.4

Both Parties AGREE that an abstraction license has been granted (ref WA/065/0016/007) and that the
restrictions outlined in the conditions of this license will be adequate to mitigate any adverse effects. Abstraction
Licence variation application WPCC4512 has been submitted to vary abstraction licence WA/065/0016/007.

3.G.5

Both Parties AGREE that two Environmental Permit (discharge consent) applications have been submitted and
been duly made (references YB3190HR (dewatering) and YB3690HU (operational spillways and relief valves)
that cover the whole six discharges from the development during construction and operation and that the
restrictions outlined in the conditions of these consents will be adequate to mitigate any adverse effects.

H. Flood Risk
3.H.1

The Flood Consequences Assessment is contained in Chapter 10 of the ES (Appendix 10.1 ES ref 6.02).
Methodology / Data Collection / Baseline
Information regarding the assessment methodology for the flood risk assessment including the flood
consequences assessment and breach analysis is contained in Section 10.5 and 10.6 of the ES.
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Statement on which SPH seek agreement
Information on the baseline is contained in Section 10.7
Both Parties AGREE that the assessment methodology for the flood Consequences assessment is appropriate.

3.H.2

Assessment
Both Parties AGREE that an adequate assessment of water resources impacts has been undertaken

3.H.3

Mitigation
Both Parties AGREE that the implementation of an Emergency Response and Flood Risk management Plan as
required by Requirement 6 is an appropriate way of securing the necessary mitigation during construction
phase as well as the wider CoCP.

3.H.4

Both Parties AGREE that the implementation of an Excess Water Management Strategy as required by
Requirement 20 is an appropriate way of securing the necessary mitigation during operational phase as well as
the legislative requirement to design and build the Development in line with the Reservoirs Act.
The Reservoir Act, through the necessity of the appointment of a Construction Engineer to approve and
oversee plans and construction, will determine the ability of the reservoir structures to manage excess water, to
maintain the integrity of the reservoir.

I. Noise
3.I 1

NRW has limited involvement concerning noise and will limit its remit on noise to any potential impact on
protected species.
NRW agree that the approach to any potential noise impact as a result of the development is suitable, and any
residual impact can be mitigated with the final COCP and Breeding Bird Method Statement

J. Air Quality
3.J.1
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Statement on which SPH seek agreement
on protected species.
NRW agree that the approach to any potential air quality impact as a result of the development is suitable, and
any residual impact can be mitigated with the final COCP and Breeding Bird Method Statement

K. Code of Construction Practice
3.K.1

As outlined in Chapter 16 of the ES and Appendix 16.1 Code of Construction Practice, both parties AGREE that
the Applicant has sufficiently outlined the mitigation measures to be undertaken during the construction phase
to minimise and manage any potential impact on the surrounding environment from construction activities.
These include dust, waste, water, emergency response and flood risk management, construction traffic
management, pollution and noise management. Both Parties AGREE that this approach is appropriate for
addressing environmental management during construction and that the CoCP will have to be finalised through
DCO Requirement 6.

L. Conclusions
3.L.1

Both Parties AGREE that Requirements 6, 7 11, 12, 13, and 20 of Schedule1 of the Draft DCO are necessary to
deliver the agreed mitigation in respect of landscape, ecology, land potentially affected by contamination,
unexploded ordnance, water resources, flood risk, noise, air quality and environmental management.

The Conclusions of the NSER/HRA
M. Introductions
3.M.1

The No Significant Effects Report (NSER) is document reference 5.03 of the Application.
The Parties are AGREED on those matters set out below:
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Statement on which SPH seek agreement

N. HRA Screening Assessment
3.N.1

The HRA screening assessment is contained within Section 4 of the NSER report. Information regarding in
combination impact is provided in section 5.5 of the NSER report.
Both Parties AGREE that adequate and sufficient consideration for potential impacts on following statutory
designated sites has been undertaken as follows:

3.N.2

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Afon Gwyrfai a Llyn Cwellyn SAC;
Eryri / Snowdonia SAC;
Y Fenai a Bae Conwy / Menai Strait and Conwy Bay SAC;
Glynllifon SAC;
Glannau Mon: Cors heli / Anglesey Coast: Saltmarsh SAC;
Y Twyni o Abermenai i Aberffraw / Abermenai to Aberffraw Dunes
SAC;

•
•
•
•
•

Coedydd Derw a Safleoedd Ystlumod Meirion / Meirionnydd Oakwoods and Bat Sites SAC;
Liverpool Bay / Bae Lerpwl (Wales) SPA;
Corsydd Môn a Llyn / Anglesey and Llyn Fens Ramsar and SAC;
Pen Llyn a'r Sarnau / Lleyn Peninsula and the Sarnau SAC; and,
Ynys Seiriol / Puffin Island SPA.

Both Parties AGREE that the Development would not have a likely significant effect alone or in-combination on
the designated features of:
•
•
•
•
•
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•
•

Y Twyni o Abermenai i Aberffraw / Abermenai to Aberffraw Dunes
SAC;

•
•
•
•
•

Coedydd Derw a Safleoedd Ystlumod Meirion / Meirionnydd Oakwoods and Bat Sites SAC;
Liverpool Bay / Bae Lerpwl (Wales) SPA;
Corsydd Môn a Llyn / Anglesey and Llyn Fens Ramsar and SAC;
Pen Llyn a'r Sarnau / Lleyn Peninsula and the Sarnau SAC; and,
Ynys Seiriol / Puffin Island SPA.

O. Conclusions
3.O.1

It is agreed that the results of the ecological and water resources assessment within the ES and No Significant
Effects Report indicate that the Development will not give rise to adverse effects on the integrity of any
European site alone.

P. Other Consents and Licences
3.P.1

Introduction
Several secondary consent applications have been submitted to NRW.
The Parties are AGREED on those matters set out below:

3.P.2

Deleted

3.P.3

It is agreed that UK Policy (EN1 – paragraph 4.10.6) states that, wherever possible, applicants are encouraged
to submit applications for EPs at the same time as applying for development consent, however, EN-1
recognises this is not always possible and that a DCO application should not be refused on this basis unless the
Secretary of State has "good reason to believe that any relevant necessary operational pollution control permits
or licences or other consents will not subsequently be granted" (EN-1 paragraph 4.10.8). In this case, SPH have
now applied for all the required consents and licenses, and have already obtained approval for three.
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NRW encouraged early submission of the discharge consent applications.

3.P.4

Flood Defence Consent
Both Parties AGREE that this consent has been approved (Reference NE2014LD130). The FDC that has been
issued for the intake/discharge structure in Llyn Padarn is purely for the construction of the structure as per
s109 of the WRA 1991. It does not relate to water quality/quantity from/into the structure during the operation of
the structure.

3.P.5

Abstraction License
Both Parties AGREE that this consent has been approved (Reference WA/065/0016/007). Variation application
WPCC4512 has been received to vary this abstraction licence. The date for a decision on the variation
application is 5 June 2016.

3.P.6

Bat License
Both Parties AGREE that this consent has been approved (Reference 61619).

3.P.7

Discharge Consents
Both Parties AGREE that two applications have been submitted covering the six discharges during construction
and operation of the development.
The determination date for the discharge consent applications is 18th June 2016. This date may be extended.
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Matters unresolved
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Draft Development Consent Order

5.1.1

It is agreed that the amendments made to Article 17(1) as requested in
NRWs Relevant Representation are appropriate and acceptable and the
amendments to Articles 17(7) and 17(9) as requested by the Examining
Authority are also appropriate and acceptable.

5.1.2

Gwynedd Council are responsible for discharging and enforcing all
Requirements, under Schedule 9, and that a number of provisions within
the DCO confer deemed consent if a consultee does not respond within 28
days (a ‘guillotine’). It is AGREED that NRW are content with these
provisions.
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Confirmation of Agreement

Signed for and on behalf of Snowdonia Pumped Hydro Ltd
Signed:
Name: Mr Dave Holmes
Position: Managing Director, Snowdonia Pumped Hydro
Date: 26th April 2016
Signed for and on Behalf of Natural Resources Wales

Signed:
Name: Mr Richard Ninnes
Position: Head of Ecosystems Planning and Partnerships, North and Mid Wales
Date: 26th April 2016
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