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1

STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

1.1 Update to the East Anglia THREE Statement of Community Consultation
1.

East Anglia THREE Limited (EATL), a joint venture between ScottishPower
Renewables and Vattenfall Wind Power Limited and subsidiary of East Anglia
Offshore Wind Limited (EAOW), intends to develop and construct a new offshore
windfarm within an area of the North Sea off the coast of East Anglia, known as the
East Anglia Zone. This windfarm is identified as the proposed East Anglia THREE
Offshore Windfarm (East Anglia THREE) project.

2.

The East Anglia Zone is being developed as a number of individual windfarms, each
of which will require the appropriate statutory consents and approvals. East Anglia
ONE Offshore Windfarm (East Anglia ONE) was the first to be proposed within the
East Anglia Zone and consent was granted by the Secretary of State on 17 th June
2014.

3.

East Anglia THREE represents a potential generating capacity of 1,200 megawatts
(MW), rendering the proposed project a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project
(NSIP) under the Planning Act 2008. Consent to construct, operate and
decommission East Anglia THREE is therefore being sought from the Planning
Inspectorate (who would examine the application on behalf of the Secretary of State
for Energy and Climate Change) under the Planning Act 2008. The Secretary of State
will then make the decision on whether to grant or to refuse development consent.

4.

There are three key pieces of legislation relating to pre-application consultation for
the project:

5.



The Planning Act 2008 (hereafter referred to as the Act);



The Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedures)
Regulations 2009 (the Applications Regulations); and



The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations
2009 (the EIA Regulations).

Three National Policy Statements (NPS) are also relevant to the East Anglia THREE
Development. The Planning Inspectorate will have regard to the following NPSs in its
examination of the application for development consent:


EN-1 Overarching Energy;



EN-3 Renewable Energy Infrastructure (which along with EN-1 identify the
construction of offshore generating stations in excess of 100 MW as NSIPs);
and

Statement of Community Consultation - Update
June 2015

East Anglia THREE Offshore Windfarm
Page 2



EN-5 Electricity Networks which covers the electrical infrastructure in
conjunction with EN-1.

6.

The NPSs set out the need for new energy infrastructure and the issues to be
considered for energy infrastructure applications. Given the level and urgency of
need for new renewable energy projects, EN-1 and EN-3 make clear that the
Secretary of State should assess all applications for development consent for
renewable energy infrastructure on the basis that the Government has
demonstrated that there is a need for those types of infrastructure. Therefore, EATL
is not consulting on the wider issue of the need for offshore wind as an energy
source, as this is set out in national policy.

7.

As part of the consultation process, this update to the Statement of Community
Consultation (SoCC), published in September 2013, has been provided to reflect a
third round of consultation on the proposed East Anglia THREE project (Phase III)
pursuant to s47 of the Act. This is required as a result of a number of changes to the
project description set out in the Preliminary Environmental Information Report
(PEIR) and as a result of potential changes to the assessment of impacts conducted
as part of the PEIR.

8.

The Phase III consultation outlines and invites comments upon the proposed design
changes to the proposed East Anglia THREE project from that assessed as part of the
PEIR which was consulted upon in May/June 2014.

9.

As part of this third phase of consultation, changes to the project description will be
described in a Phase III Report and the potential impacts of the project amendments
to the original environmental assessments included within the PEIR will be outlined.
Such changes will influence the outcomes of the assessments conducted as part of
the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the East Anglia THREE project, the
results of which will feed into the published Environmental Statement (ES) which will
accompany the application for consent.

10.

The revised proposed development is likely to include the following:


Offshore wind turbines and associated foundations (anticipated to be up to
172 wind turbines, each having a rated capacity of between 7 MW and 12
MW, with an installed capacity of up to 1,200 MW;



Up to four offshore collector stations and up to two offshore converter
station platforms;



Subsea inter-array cables between the wind turbines and converter station
and collector station platforms;
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Up to two offshore meteorological masts (met masts);



Up to two offshore LiDAR buoys;



Up to four subsea export cables to transmit electricity from the offshore
platforms to shore;



A maximum of four interconnector cables (two in each construction phase)
between the East Anglia ONE and East Anglia THREE Projects;



Scour protection around foundations and on inter-array and export cables as
required;



Landfall at Bawdsey with onshore transition pits to join the offshore and
onshore cables;



Onshore underground export cables housed in pre-installed ducts laid during
the construction of East Anglia ONE (up to four x three core cables – a
maximum of 12 cables laid in pre-installed ducting), associated jointing pits,
cable protection and associated equipment where required; and



An onshore transformer substation/converter station at Bramford, Suffolk, to
connect the offshore windfarm to the National Grid.

Figure 1 shows the proposed offshore cable route for the project
Figure 2 shows the proposed onshore cable route for the project
11.

The submission date for the full application including the ES was originally November
2014 but due to the additional project review period it has now been changed to
November 2015.

1.2 Previous Consultation
12.

As part of EATL's consultation on the proposed East Anglia THREE project, a SoCC
document was published in September 2013, incorporating comments provided by
Local Authorities (Suffolk County Council, Mid Suffolk District Council and Suffolk
Coastal District Council), highlighting the consultation process, timeline and
approach for contacting consultees. Consultation with Section 47 (s47) consultees
(the community in the vicinity of the development) was then conducted based on
this document in Autumn 2013 which comprised Phase I of the consultation. The
SoCC and the Report to Inform the SoCC (a more detailed document explaining how
the consultation catchment, phasing of consultation and proposed methods of
consultation were developed for the first two phases of consultation) can be
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accessed via the East Anglia THREE website and will be provided at the two Public
Information Days (in June 2015) conducted as part of this Phase III consultation.
13.

In line with the SoCC, a further phase of consultation was undertaken (in May 2014)
in accordance with Section 42 (s42) (consultation with statutory consultees) and s47
of the Act. The first element of consultation phase two (Phase IIa) sought views on
the PEIR which outlined the preliminary design and anticipated impacts of the
project. The PEIR was sent to consultees in May 2014 and followed by a series of
Public Information Days in June 2014 at Woodbridge Library (16/06/2014),
Endeavour House and Bawdsey Village Hall (17/06/2014) and Burstall Village Hall
(18/06/2014), as well as being displayed on the project website and in local libraries.
This consultation is now closed, however for reference, the PEIR can still be accessed
at the following location:
https://eastangliathree.eastangliawind.com/downloads.aspx

14.

The second element of this consultation phase for s42 (statutory consultees) and s44
(landowners and others with an interest in the land - Phase IIb) identified additional
locations where construction traffic would gain access to the onshore cable corridor
(Accesses). The benefit of these accesses is to significantly reduce the length of the
haul road required along the entire cable route. A series of maps that detailed
potential accesses were made available to s42 and s44 consultees in July 2014. This
consultation is also closed. However, these maps are included in an updated format
in the document ‘Phase III Report’ which will be made available to s42, s44 and s47
consultees as part of the Phase III consultation pack.

15.

By way of summary, the discharge of obligations carried out to date as part of the
original SoCC are outlined below:
Obligations made by EATL in original
SoCC

Fulfilment of obligations

Provide preliminary findings of the
EIA within the PEIR.

Phase I consultation included consultation on the Summary
of Environmental Considerations (onshore) and Summary of
Environmental Considerations (offshore). The PEIR was
produced and consulted on as part of Phase II Consultation
(May – Sept 2014).

EATL commits to holding
Consultation and Public Information
Days (PIDs) on the SoCC and the PEIR.

PIDs held in October 2013 (following the publication of the
SoCC) and Summer 2014 (following the publication of the
PEIR), providing an opportunity for members of the public to
comment on the project and form part of the statutory
consultation.

All PIDs will be publicised in the local
press, on posters, flyers and the EA
website and on site notices.

Publicised in The Times, London Gazette, East Anglian Daily
Times, Ipswich Evening Star, Eastern Daily Press, Lloyds List
and Fishing News.
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Key planning documents made
available on the website and at local
libraries.

PEIR, Scoping Report and SoCC made available at local
libraries during consultation period (Hadleigh, Woodbridge,
Felixstowe, Lowestoft and Ipswich County) in OctoberDecember 2013 and Summer 2014.

Regular meetings with elected
representatives at parish council
meetings.

Joint approach conducted with East Anglia ONE including
meetings and regular email correspondence with all parish
councils which may be affected by the development.

Meetings with non-statutory and
special interest groups, as well as
local and international stakeholders
and fisheries groups (via Brown and
May Marine).

Fisheries working group has met regularly throughout the
consultation period to date in conjunction with East Anglia
ONE

EATL will issue press releases where
appropriate about windfarm
development and the offshore
renewable energy sector in local
media and trade journals.

Adverts and notices have been produced and published as
part of the consultation phases, including publication in local
and national papers.

All responses will be logged and EATL
will report on all views of
respondents and explain how their
views have been taken into account

Response to consultees where appropriate and the inclusion
of comments and an assessment of how they have been
handled will be presented in the Consultation Report (as part
of the submission - November 2015).

EATL has met with international representatives such as
Rijkswaterstaat.

1.3 Phase III Community and Stakeholder Consultation
16.

Following the conclusion of Phase II consultation in September 2014, a number of
design parameters have changed on the East Anglia THREE project. Accordingly,
EATL scheduled this third phase of consultation (s42, s44 and s47 Phase III), which
will comprise a report outlining these amendments (the Phase III Report) and their
anticipated effects on the project. This will be made available to consultees in
June/July 2015 via postal delivery (s42 and s44 consultees), Public Information Days
(all) and at local libraries (all) as detailed below. Two Public Information Days (PIDs)
will be held - one in Woodbridge and one in Bramford - and copies of the relevant
documentation will also be made available in local libraries. Details will be provided
as part of the consultation materials and advertised in the press.

17.

Public information days will be held on the following dates:

18.



22nd June 2015 – Bramford Church Rooms, Ship Lane, Bramford, IP8 4AL



23rd June 2015 – Woodbridge Library, New Street, Woodbridge, IP12 1DT

Consultation documents will also be available at the following locations between
19th June and 23rd July:
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Ipswich County
Library

Lowestoft Library

Woodbridge
Library

Hadleigh Library

Felixstowe Library

Mon

9am – 6pm

9am – 6pm

10am – 4pm

Closed

10am – 4pm

Tues

9am – 7pm

9am – 7pm

9.30am – 7.30pm

9.30am – 5pm

9am – 5.30pm

Wed

9am – 6pm

9am – 6pm

9am – 5.30pm

9.30am – 5pm

9am – 7.30pm

Thurs

9am – 6pm

9am – 7pm

9am – 5.30pm

9.30am – 5pm

9am – 5.30pm

Fri

9am – 7pm

9am – 6pm

9am – 7.30pm

9.30am – 7.30pm

9am – 7.30pm

Sat

8.30am – 5pm

9am – 5pm

9am – 5pm

9.30am – 5pm

9am – 5pm

Sun

10am – 4pm

10am – 4pm

10am – 4pm

10am – 4pm

10am – 4pm

19.

In line with Section 48 of the Act (duty to publicise a proposed application),
advertisements of the Phase III consultation process will also be placed on site and in
local and national press. This reflects the approach taken on previous consultation
Phases.

1.4 Phase III Community and Stakeholder Consultation - Topics
20.

This phase of consultation will primarily outline the changes brought about by the
approach EATL would take to the construction of the proposed East Anglia THREE
project compared to the proposals previously consulted on and will include the
following:


Presentation of two construction scenarios (previously a single phase build
was proposed for the whole project):
- Single phase approach (up to 1,200 MW installed in a single construction
period); and
- Two phased approach (two phases of up to 600 MW each with a
construction start date separated by no more than 18 months);



An assessment of key impacts which may differ between the single and
phased approach;



Amendments to the project Red Line Boundary in order to preserve
residential amenity, avoid impacts on sensitive receptors, select the
preferred option where two options exist due to engineering challenges, and
to take a more direct route where there is potential to impact on road safety;
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Removal of the scenario of open trenching (which was previously introduced
as an option in the earlier consultations) to install the East Anglia THREE
onshore export cables, due to the commitment to install ducts on behalf of
the project during East Anglia ONE construction;



Updated proposed cable route accesses from the previous phase of
Consultation (Phase II) in order to reduce the extent of haul road required for
access on the East Anglia THREE onshore cable route; and



Additional project amendments and alterations made since the production of
the PEIR document alterations to the jointing pit construction and changes to
the converter station building design.

21.

A summary document, the Phase III Report, has been produced as a reference
document for the purposes of this consultation. It will be available to download
from June 2015 from the East Anglia THREE project website, details of which are
available at the end of this document.

22.

We have identified the additional potential environmental effects which may result
from the proposed amendments to the development:

23.



Alterations to the level of construction traffic associated with jointing pits;



Alterations to the traffic regime under the two phased construction option;



Changes to the design of the onshore converter station;



Removal of the need for open trenching associated with duct installation; and



One additional offshore platform.

In the Phase III consultation we are seeking your views on the Phase III Report and
the details of the design changes outlined above.

1.5 Consultation Activity and Timelines
24.

The process for the Phase III consultation scope of works is outlined below:
Date

Activity

May 2015

Notices advertising the forthcoming consultation will be published in local and
national press.

June 2015

The Phase III Report will be distributed via postal delivery to Section 42, 44
and 47 consultees and displayed at local libraries as described above.

June 2015

To support the consultation, two Public Information Days (PIDs) will be
arranged at locations appropriate for the cable route and substation. One will
be held in Woodbridge and another in Bramford.
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July 2015

This will mark the completion of the formal 28 day period for both s42 and
s47 consultation, during which consultees are able to provide a response. The
response procedure is outlined in the consultation material.

Summer 2015

Finalisation of the ES and supporting East Anglia THREE Consultation Report
ready for submission to the Planning Inspectorate and ongoing non- statutory
consultation with stakeholders as necessary

November 2015

Submission of DCO application to the Planning Inspectorate. Application will
be published on the East Anglia THREE project website and full details will also
be available on the planning inspectorate website soon after submission.
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/

25.

All consultee contact details will be confirmed prior to the distribution of
consultation material.

26.

All comments and information received during the consultation will be recorded in a
consultation database and considered by EATL in the design and assessment of the
proposed East Anglia THREE project. As part of the consent application, EATL will
submit the East Anglia THREE Consultation Report to explain how the views received
have been incorporated into the project design process, with key comments
summarised in the ES document which presents the work conducted as part of the
EIA. Please note that all responses will be publicly available.

27.

If you have any further queries, please contact the East Anglia THREE project team
using the following:

Website: http://eastangliathree.eastangliawind.com/
Email: eastangliathree@eastangliawind.com
Call (general enquiries): Project Team on 0141 614 0467
The Update to the Statement of Community Consultation is also available to view on the
project website at the address above.
Your comments can also be sent directly to the project team via email in writing to the
above email address or at the postal address below:
FREEPOST RSTC-EJEY-RKRX, EAOW, 1 Atlantic Quay, 4th Floor, Glasgow, G2 8JB
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