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1.

Final Statment of Community Consultation SoCC

This appendix contains the final Statement of Community Consultation for the
Proposed East Anglia THREE Project.
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East Anglia Offshore Wind Limited is pleased to commence the
statutory consultation for the East Anglia THREE Offshore Windfarm,
one of up to six projects within the East Anglia Zone being proposed.
East Anglia THREE Offshore Windfarm is part of the second phase of
development for the East Anglia Zone, and could provide up to 1,200
megawatts (MW) of energy, enough to power approximately 770,000
homes1. This project will make an important contribution to the UK’s
energy and climate change targets, as well as the national and local
economy.
As with the East Anglia ONE Offshore Windfarm project, consultation
with local communities will play a major part in shaping the East Anglia
THREE project, and I encourage you as much as possible to get
involved in the process. Public information events will be held locally
where members of the East Anglia THREE project team will be on hand
to discuss the proposals and answer questions. Details of these events
are provided in the table below.
We welcome any feedback on our plans and look forward to discussing
them with you.

Jason Martin

Programme Director
East Anglia Offshore Wind Limited

Town
Bawdsey

Venue

Date

Bawdsey Village Hall, IP12 3AH

Time
st

Tuesday, 1 October
nd

2pm – 7pm

Woodbridge

Shire Hall, IP12 4LP

Wednesday, 2 October

2pm – 7pm

Bramford

Bramford Church Rooms, IP8 4AT

Thursday, 3 October

rd

2pm – 7pm

This document is also available in large print, Braille and audio
forms on request.
1

Calculated using a 31.96% capacity factor (the UK average for offshore wind as supplied by DECC Digest of
United Kingdom Energy Statistics) and an annual household consumption of 4,266 kilowatt hours, correct as of
July 2013.
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Have your say on the proposed East Anglia THREE Offshore Windfarm
Statement of Community Consultation
East Anglia THREE Limited, a subsidiary of East Anglia Offshore Wind Limited (EAOW) is proposing to
consent and construct the second phase of offshore windfarms within the East Anglia Zone, in the
southern North Sea. The East Anglia THREE Offshore Windfarm, one of two projects in this second
phase, would be approximately 79km from Lowestoft Harbour to the mid-point of the site and would
cover an area of 370km2.
The offshore windfarm will be connected to the National Grid at Bramford via 140km of buried
offshore cables and 37km of buried onshore cables. As with any project of this scale, the onshore
works relating to East Anglia THREE will result in some temporary disturbance through construction
works.
This Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) has been published in accordance with Section 47
of the Planning Act 2008 and represents the commencement of consultation under Section 47. It
explains how we will keep you informed throughout the development process and how you can
comment on the proposals and help shape the proposed Development Consent Order (DCO)
application for the project. Two phases of statutory community consultation under Section 47 will be
held, in autumn 2013 and summer 2014. For the purposes of this first phase, we request that
comments are provided on this phase of consultation by 31st October 2013.
The East Anglia THREE Scoping Report, submitted to the Planning Inspectorate in November 2012
provides necessary Preliminary Environmental Information (PEI) in support of this consultation.
Summaries of the onshore and offshore aspects of this document, the East Anglia THREE Summary of
Environmental Constraints – Onshore, and East Anglia THREE Summary of Environmental Constraints
– Offshore, have been produced to assist in consultation.
A further, detailed PEI Report (PEIR) will be published for consultation in spring / summer 2014, and
will be made available to the public through publication on the East Anglia THREE project website as
well as the Planning Inspectorate website. There will be an opportunity to consult on these
documents when they are published.
East Anglia THREE Limited intends to consult with consultees identified within Section 42 of the
Planning Act 2008 under a separate phase of consultation, commencing with the publication of the
Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR). This approach is viewed as being the most
effective and appropriate following the EAOW experience with East Anglia ONE Offshore Windfarm.
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East Anglia THREE – the proposal
The proposed development is likely to include the following:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Offshore wind turbines and associated foundations (anticipated to be up to 240 wind
turbines, each having a rated capacity of between 5MW and 10MW, with an installed
capacity of up to 1,200 MW, which could provide enough cleaner, greener energy for over
770,000 homes);
Up to three offshore collector stations and up to two offshore converter station platforms;
Subsea interarray cables between the wind turbines and converter station and collector
station platforms;
Up to four subsea export cables to transmit electricity from the offshore platforms to shore;
Scour protection around foundations and on inter-array and export cables as required;
Landfall at Bawdsey with onshore transition pits to join the offshore and onshore cables;
Onshore underground export cables (up to four), associated jointing pits, ducting (if
applicable)2, protection and associated equipment where required; and
An onshore transformer substation/converter station at Bramford, Suffolk, to connect the
offshore windfarm to the National Grid.

Figure 1 shows the proposed red line boundary for the project, i.e. the area within which offshore
infrastructure will be placed.
Figure 2 shows the indicative onshore cable route for the project and the indicative transformer
substation/converter station site boundary; i.e. the area within which transformer
substations/converter stations for East Anglia ONE, East Anglia THREE and East Anglia FOUR would
be placed.
A graphic identifying the component parts of the project is provided in Figure 3.
A preliminary timetable for the consultation process is summarised in Table 1 below.

2

Further detail on the requirement for ducting is provided in the East Anglia THREE Scoping Report, and East
Anglia THREE Summary of Environmental Considerations – Onshore.
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Table 1.Consultation Activity and Time Plan
Month/Period

Consultation activity

November 2012

East Anglia THREE Limited publishes a Scoping Report for the East
Anglia THREE project, outlining known information on the site. This
document provides environmental information referred to for the
purposes of the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC).

May 2013

Non-Statutory consultation with Local Authorities on the contents
of the draft SoCC.

August 2013

Statutory consultation on SoCC begins.

September 2013

East Anglia THREE Limited publishes notice of the final version of
SoCC in East Anglian Daily Times, the Eastern Daily Press, the
Ipswich Star and Fishing News, on the East Anglia THREE Limited
website and deposits SoCC in local libraries.

October 2013

Public Information Days and related events to coincide with, and
provide statutory consultation on the East Anglia THREE Limited
publication of the SoCC. These will be advertised locally and in the
local press.

Spring/Summer 2014

Public Information Days and related events to coincide with
publication of the PEIR. These will be advertised locally and in local
press. Publication of this document will provide an opportunity for
members of the public to comment on the project and form part of
the statutory consultation on the project.

Summer/Autumn 2014

Finalisation of Environmental Statement and Consultation Report,
ready for submission of application to the Planning Inspectorate.

Winter 2014

Submission of application to the Planning Inspectorate. Application
will be published on the East Anglia THREE Limited project website
and full details will also be available on the Planning Inspectorate
website after submission.
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/projects/eastern/
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Figure 1: East Anglia THREE Offshore Windfarm and Offshore Cable Corridor
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Figure 2: East Anglia THREE Onshore Cable Route
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Figure 3: Components of an offshore windfarm
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About ScottishPower Renewables and Vattenfall
ScottishPower Renewables is part of Iberdrola, the world’s largest wind energy developer, with an
operating portfolio of over 14,000MW. ScottishPower Renewables is responsible for progressing
Iberdrola’s onshore wind and marine energy projects in the UK and Ireland, and offshore windfarms
throughout the world, managing the development, construction and operation of all projects. With
a pipeline including 10,000MW of offshore wind, and the 10MW world-first tidal energy array in the
Sound of Islay, ScottishPower Renewables is firmly committed to the responsible development of
renewable energy.
Vattenfall is a leading European energy company, Europe’s sixth largest generator of electricity and
the continent’s largest producer of heat. Vattenfall currently operates 545MW of onshore wind
capacity and 836MW of offshore wind capacity across northern Europe, including the UK’s Thanet
Offshore Windfarm.
Understanding the environmental effects of the proposals
Legislation requires that East Anglia THREE Limited undertake an Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) to identify likely significant environmental effects of the project. The results of the EIA will be
published in an Environmental Statement (ES) that will accompany the DCO application for the
windfarm.
In order to agree the environmental studies required for the EIA with statutory consultees, East
Anglia THREE Limited published a Scoping Report to the Planning Inspectorate in November 2012.
This document included detailed information on the approach to EIA for the offshore windfarm, an
indicative project description for offshore and onshore works and a summary of potential impacts
which will be assessed. The Scoping Report is available for viewing on the Planning Inspectorate
website, which can be accessed directly:
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/projects/eastern/east-anglia-three-offshorewind-farm/
Two summary documents, the East Anglia THREE Summary of Environmental Considerations –
Onshore, and East Anglia THREE Summary of Environmental Considerations – Offshore, have been
produced as reference documents for the purposes of this consultation. They provide a summary of
the key information available in the Scoping Report, and are available to download from the project
website, the details of which are available at the end of this document.
East Anglia THREE Limited will provide the preliminary findings of the EIA within the PEIR, and make
this information available to the local community for consultation. The PEIR will include a
description of the proposals and baseline information (to date) and identify the potential impacts of
the development, as well as possible measures to reduce, prevent or offset these. This will include
information on the scope for any associated land restoration, landscaping, other mitigation or
compensatory measures for natural habitats impact if required.
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East Anglia THREE Limited intends to publish the PEIR towards the end of the EIA process, in Spring /
Summer 2014, in a form similar to a draft Environmental Statement (ES). This will enable local
communities to have the most information possible to comment on the proposals prior to the
publication of the ES, and therefore help to shape the proposals in advance of submission of the
application to the Planning Inspectorate.
At this early stage, we have identified the following potential effects which may result from the
proposed development:
Offshore
Temporary impacts during offshore construction on marine mammals, fish and birds (e.g.
disturbance from vessel traffic and underwater noise);
Impacts of the offshore turbines on birds during operation (e.g. displacement or collision
impacts);
Impacts upon seabed ecology e.g. due to the presence of turbine foundations and cables;
Local disturbance to sea users during construction offshore; and
Long-term changes due to the presence of offshore turbines potentially affecting shipping,
oil and gas, fishing, radar and aviation and recreational users.
Onshore
Impacts on people’s views associated with converter station development near Bramford;
Temporary impacts on local households, including increased traffic and noise, during
construction onshore;
Temporary impacts on wildlife and birds during onshore construction;
Impacts on landscape (hedgerows/trees) during onshore construction.
Other
Positive impacts on the local and UK economy from employment and the use and
development of infrastructure; and
Positive contribution to reducing carbon emissions and securing energy supply in the UK.
How does East Anglia THREE Offshore Windfarm relate to other projects in the East Anglia Zone?
EAOW has been awarded a licence by The Crown Estate to develop approximately 7,200MW of wind
capacity off the coast of East Anglia. The East Anglia Zone is being developed as a number of
individual windfarms, each dependent on securing the relevant statutory consents and approvals.
The first project to be brought forward in the East Anglia Zone was the East Anglia ONE Offshore
Windfarm project, the DCO application for which was submitted in November 2012.
The East Anglia THREE Offshore Windfarm, together with the East Anglia FOUR Offshore Windfarm,
comprises the next stage of development. Consenting of these projects will be progressed in parallel.
However, they will be subject to separate statutory consents and approvals. A separate EIA, and
separate DCO application will be required for each project.
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The East Anglia ONE application for consent includes provision for the installation of ducts (piping
through which the cables can be pulled) for East Anglia THREE and East Anglia FOUR to be installed
at the same time as cables for East Anglia ONE. This would avoid the need to excavate along the
cable route on multiple occasions, and allow the cables to be pulled through at the time of
construction of East Anglia THREE and East Anglia FOUR. If this is not possible, cables will be
installed for each project on an individual basis.
A further area, which was provisionally named East Anglia TWO, has also been identified as a
potential area for future development; however at this stage it is not being actively developed. East
Anglia TWO will be developed as a separate project in future phases within the East Anglia Zone at a
later date.
The East Anglia THREE project community consultation
Planning Inspectorate
The Planning Act 2008 provides a new regime for the development of Nationally Strategic
Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs). Under the Localism Act 2011, the Planning Inspectorate is the body
responsible for operating the planning process for NSIPs. For such projects, the Planning
Inspectorate examines the application and will make a recommendation to the relevant Secretary of
State (SoS), who will make the decision on whether to grant or to refuse development consent.
East Anglia THREE Limited intends to submit a DCO application to the Planning Inspectorate to
construct and operate the East Anglia THREE Offshore Windfarm. In determining the application,
the Planning Inspectorate/SoS will have regard to National Policy Statements for Energy (NPSs). The
NPSs relevant to the proposed project are the Overarching Energy NPS (EN-1), the Renewable
Energy Infrastructure NPS (EN-3) and the Electricity Networks Infrastructure NPS (EN-5), which were
adopted in July 2011. The NPSs set out the need for new energy infrastructure and the issues to be
considered for energy infrastructure applications. Given the level and urgency of need for new
renewable energy projects, EN-1 and EN-3 make clear that the Secretary of State should assess all
applications for development consent for renewable energy infrastructure on the basis that the
Government has demonstrated that there is a need for those types of infrastructure. Therefore,
East Anglia THREE Limited is not consulting on the wider issue of the need for offshore wind as an
energy source, as this is set out in national policy.
One of the most positive aspects of the Planning Act is that it emphasises the importance of
consultation with local communities before the DCO application is submitted. The aim of this
consultation is to help local communities understand what the proposed development is likely to
mean to them and to enable them to provide feedback on the proposed development being
considered.
East Anglia THREE Limited view community consultation as vital to good planning. Under the
Planning Act we will report on the views of all respondents and explain how we have taken their
views into account during the development of the project proposals. Please note that all
communication received by East Anglia THREE Limited throughout the development process will
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be considered and potentially published within the East Anglia THREE consultation report. No
personal details will be made public.
How will we consult with local communities?
EAOW has already commenced non-statutory and statutory consultation with local authorities, in
initial project discussions and in preparation of this document. Following publication of this SoCC,
East Anglia THREE Limited will hold Public Information Days where members of the local community
can meet with the East Anglia THREE project team to discuss how local views can be taken into
account. Whilst non-statutory community consultation will be ongoing throughout the development
of the project, EAOW request that comments on this initial phase of Section 47 (statutory)
consultation are received by 31st October 2013. The overall consultation with the community will
contribute to the design of the project prior to the submission of the East Anglia THREE application
for consent to the Planning Inspectorate.
Events will be held in Autumn 2013, following the publication of this document, and in Summer 2014
following the publication of the PEIR, prior to the submission of the DCO application.
All Public Information Days will be publicised in the local press, harbour notices, on the East Anglia
THREE website, on posters and flyers distributed locally and through direct correspondence with
Parish Councils and Community Organisations.
As well as being available on our website, East Anglia THREE Limited intends to make paper copies of
key planning documents available in local libraries during the period in which they are being
consulted. As well as this document, these will include: the Scoping Report, the Summary of
Environmental Considerations – Onshore and Summary of Environmental Considerations – Offshore,
the PEIR and the ES and related non-technical summary.
We will engage with local authorities and, where relevant, parish councils and community groups
local to the development area on the location of the Public Information Days. This process will also
enable us to identify hard-to-reach groups within the local community such that they can be
involved in the consultation process.
East Anglia Offshore Wind Website
This site provides information about the East Anglia Zone, its development and the Planning
Inspectorate Consultation Process:
http://www.eastangliawind.com/default.aspx
A project website accessed via the East Anglia Offshore Wind website that is specific to the East
Anglia THREE project and updated regularly:
http://eastangliathree.eastangliawind.com/
Consultation with elected representatives
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East Anglia THREE Limited will meet with elected representatives and will offer further engagement
(e.g. attendance at parish council meetings) on request or to coincide with the public information
days. Regular meetings with parish councils throughout the development of the East Anglia ONE
Offshore Windfarm will be continued throughout the development of East Anglia THREE.
Consultation with key non-statutory stakeholders and special interest groups
East Anglia THREE Limited commenced non-statutory consultation with a number of stakeholders
through a Scoping Report submitted to the Planning Inspectorate in November 2012. Non-statutory
consultation was also undertaken on the East Anglia THREE project during East Anglia Offshore Wind
Limited’s work on the East Anglia Zone and East Anglia ONE development. East Anglia THREE
Limited will ensure that relevant groups are invited to the Public Information Days and will arrange
face-to-face meetings with them on an on-going basis as requested.
Brown and May Marine will liaise with fishermen and fishermen’s organisations on behalf of East
Anglia THREE Limited through meetings and project updates in its role as Fisheries Liaison Officer.
Together East Anglia THREE Limited and Brown and May have been holding meetings with local and
international stakeholders whereby all parties fisheries likely to be impacted by the proposed
development are able to have their say.
Consultation through local media
East Anglia THREE Limited will issue press releases where appropriate about the windfarm
development and the offshore renewable energy sector in local media and trade journals.
Responding to your comments
Notice of publication of this SoCC is advertised in the East Anglian Daily Times, the Eastern Daily
Press, the Ipswich Star, Fishing News and at local libraries. The document itself is available online as
well as being distributed at local libraries and at public information days. The supporting
information will be available to the public on the project website.
All comments and information we receive during the consultation will be recorded in a consultation
database and considered by East Anglia THREE Limited. As part of our DCO application, we will
provide a Consultation Report to explain how the views received have been incorporated into the
project design process and EIA. If an issue has not resulted in a change to the proposed
development, the Consultation Report will explain this. As there may be a large number of
responses, the Consultation Report may group comments into broad issues of concern. Please note
that all communications will be publicly available.
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How can you get in touch with us and find out more?
Visit our project website: http://eastangliathree.eastangliawind.com/
Email: eastangliathree@eastangliawind.com
Call (general enquiries): Keith Morrison on 0141 6140400
Call (fisheries liaison issues): Brown and May Marine (Stephen Appleby) on 01379 870181 or 07887
77700
Post: FREEPOST RSTC-EJEY-RKRX, EAOW, 1 Atlantic Quay, 45 Robertson Street, 4th Floor, Glasgow,
G2 8JB, or use the feedback forms available at the public information days.
East Anglia THREE Limited has provided a Report to Inform the Statement of Community
Consultation, which is a more detailed document explaining how the consultation catchment,
phasing of consultation and proposed methods of consultation were developed. It also sets out
matters on which the views of the local community will be sought. This will be available at the
public information days and is also available for download from the East Anglia THREE Limited
project website above. A copy may be requested from the general enquiries number above.
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Appendix 4 Ends Here.
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